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ESOMAR Joins UNEP 

            ESOMAR has this week announced that the organisation is to join UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme). Within its role of improving decision making in business and society worldwide, ESOMAR wants to promote research-based ‘responsible marketing’.

            Since 1999 UNEP has developed cooperative relationships with several organisations to spread information on sustainable  issues. The mission of UNEP is to provide leadership and encourage partnership in fostering poverty eradication and preventing environmental damage by inspiring, informing and enabling nations and people to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations. 

            Focus is on policies and practices that are cleaner and safer, making a more efficient use of natural resources and reducing pollution whilst incorporating environmental costs and reducing risk. If Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is to have any  impact, it needs to encompass these issues. 

            ‘At several occasions, it has been suggested that research should take its societal responsibility and should take its role as  the conscience of business and society’, Mario van Hamersveld, acting director general of ESOMAR, added. 

            The partnership involves stimulating research on consumer attitudes and behaviour, providing background information on  sustainable consumption by consumers and corporate buyers. It will bring together professionals from governments, authorities, industries and marketing and research. The goals are: to share experience, define issues and develop joint initiatives and follow up. 

            ESOMAR and UNEP are in the process of developing a detailed action programme for 2003-2004. Firstly the two parties plus MPG International are undertaking a project to establish the impact that the sustainability message may have on consumers’ choices. To avoid duplication, MPG International is contacting a wide range of organisations that may have carried out research/and or analysis and which might provide some insight. 

            Subjects may range from consumer attitudes to sustainability and purchasing decisions, company buyers’ attitudes to sustainability, the language for sustainability (how it may be better described, explained) the effectiveness of sustainability claims in advertising and promotion, the role of incentives and constraints on taking sustainable action, etc. For more information on the background and possible ways to contribute, please contact sustain@mpgintl.com or go to the special website www.mpgintl.com/sustain 

            In addition to the project, a cornerstone will be the joint conference on ‘Responsible Marketing’ scheduled for October in  Berlin (Germany). During this event the contribution of research with respect to sustainability and quality of life will be the main topic. For more information on this event, or for submitting contributions, please visit: www.esomar.nl 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Foes urged to spare Iraq's wildlife

               Victim of the 1991 war: A greater flamingo (Image: Colin

               Mills/BirdLife International)

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               Any war in Iraq should be fought in ways that protect its wildlife, conservationists say. 

               BirdLife International has sent the UN Security Council and the Iraqi Government details of the main environmental threats from a war. 

               It says the impacts would affect local people, and would persist for a long time afterwards. 

               BirdLife is urging potential combatants to avoid deliberately targeting or damaging globally important wildlife and habitats. 

               It has sent a dossier of information, maps and  photographs to the government in Baghdad and to the               five UN Security Council permanent members - China, France, Russia, the UK and the US. 

               The dossier, which explains the environmental threats  to people and sites, has also gone to the UN               Environment Programme (Unep), and is available on  the internet. 

               BirdLife is a global alliance of non-governmental national conservation organisations, and works in more than 100 countries. 

               Icon of conflict 

               Its director, Dr Michael Rands, said: "Until recently the impact of war on nature has often been ignored or obscured by the conflict itself. 

               "As the 1990-1991 Gulf war showed, such conflicts have devastating effects on the environment, biodiversity and the quality of life of local people long after the cessation of hostilities. 

               "It was the heart-rending image of an oiled bird that became a symbol of the environmental impact of the first Gulf war. BirdLife hopes images of oiled birds do not once again fill our television screens in 2003." 

               BirdLife's dossier is based on the environmental damage reported in 1991, and on data from the more recent conflicts in the Balkans and Afghanistan. 

               It identifies several risks to natural habitats, which will also affect people: 

                    physical destruction and disturbance from the use of weapons  toxic pollution from oil spills or oil well fires through fighting or deliberate damage  radiological, chemical or toxic contamination                    from the use of weapons of mass destruction or conventional bombing of military or industrial  sites  physical destruction of wildlife and habitats because of increased human pressure caused by mass movements of refugees.

               Other risks, BirdLife says, include the burning of vegetation; the extinction of endemic species (those found nowhere else); and the armies' role in damaging  the deserts. 

               Record destruction 

               Mike Evans visited the Gulf for BirdLife in 1991. He said: "Waders and waterbirds will be particularly at risk from oil spills. 

               "Iraq is at the northern  end of the Gulf, one of the top five sites in the world for wintering wader birds and a key refuelling area for hundreds of thousands of migratory waterbirds during the spring and autumn." 

               BirdLife says the 1991 war  saw "by far the largest marine oil spills in history, with six to eight million barrels of crude oil spilled,  severely polluting 560 kilometres (350 miles) of  coast, and totally               obliterating intertidal ecosystems". 

               Iraq is home to one endemic wetland bird, the Basra reed warbler, and to five endemic or near-endemic marshland sub-species. It has 42 important bird areas,  and the Mesopotamian marshes endemic bird area. 

               Expropriated people 

               BirdLife says the marshes shrank between 1991 and now from 15,000 sq km (3.7m hectares) to about 50  (12.25 thousand ha). 

               The deliberate destruction of the marshes by Iraq, according to Unep, was devastating, "with significant  implications for global biodiversity from Siberia to southern Africa". 

               The bandicoot rat and a sub-species of otter are believed to have been driven to extinction as a result. 

               On the human scale, the Ma'dan people who have lived in the marshes for 5,000 years have lost their traditional homeland. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu 

February 15, 2003 

Psyching up the green consumer 

The United Nations is turning to social science in its quest to alter the world towards greener lifestyles. The

      U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) is working with psychologists and behavioural scientists to understand

      what makes consumers tick. It thinks there is little benefit in making people feel guilty about the way they

      live. It wants instead to make sustainable living something the consumers will increasingly desire, according

      to a BBC report. The UNEP's executive director Dr Klaus Toepfer said, "Messages from governments

      exhorting people to drive their cars less and admonish them for buying products that cause environmental

      damage appear not to be working. We need to look again at how we enlist the public to reduce pollution". 

      JOURNAL-CODE: FHIN _____________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse 

February 14, 2003 Friday 

PHILIPPINES CUSTOMS ACTS AGAINST ILLEGAL TRADE OF ODS 

      DATELINE: MANILA, Feb 14 

      BODY: 

      Inspections for illegal ozone depleting substances (ODS) will be beefed up at major Philippines ports and

      government offices following a workshop last week organised by the United Nations Environment Programme

      (UNEP) and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). 

      Some 250 officers will be trained by the end of the year to intercept an estimated 400 tons of chloro-flouro

      carbons (CFCs) being smuggled into the Philippines for use as refrigerants. 

      DENR estimates about 15 to 20 percent of CFCs shipped to the country last year arrived without permits --

      through mislabeling or fraudulent papers. UNEP Programme Officer Cecilia Mercado said "the training focused

      on very practical and effective ways to recognize shipping containers that have been tampered with or do

      not contain what they say they do." 

      She said the Philippines had been a pioneer country in implementing an import/export licensing system, and

      the workshop aimed to ensure it would now be effectively enforced. 

      Some 20 port customs officers and 15 government officials attended the "train-the-trainers" workshop,

      which was held at the Clark Special Economic Zone, and will now repeat the training session with their

      workmates. 

      DENR Secretary Elisea G Gozun described customs officers as "the frontline in this chemical war." 

      "The continued use and manufacture of ODS is a global concern, affecting the entire planet and its

      inhabitants. We need to join hands with all government agencies and foreign partners to battle this

      menace," she said. 

      Under the Montreal Protocol for Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and its amendments, developing

      countries are required to phase out the use of CFCs by 2010 and to put in place licensing systems to

      monitor and control the use of ODS. 

      Signatory countries to the protocol have also recognized the importance of clamping down on illegal trade in

      CFCs and other substances. Millions of CFC-dependent refrigerators, automobile air conditioners and other

      equipment are still in service around the world, providing criminals with an incentive to smuggle CFCs and

      other banned substances across borders. 

      Governments are seeking to minimize illegal trade through better monitoring, arrests and severe penalties.

      Efforts are also underway to restrict the export and import of used products and equipment that are

      dependent on CFCs and other ozone-depleting substances to cut demand. 

      Chemicals such as CFCs, halons, and methyl bromide destroy stratospheric ozone, which is essential for

      shielding humans, plants, and animals from the damaging effects of harmful ultraviolet light. 

      Recent years have seen record thinning of the ozone layer, including an ever-larger ozone "hole" over

      Antarctica. Scientists predict that the ozone layer will start to recover in the near future and will fully

      recover sometime in the mid-21st century -- but only if the Protocol continues to be vigorously enforced. 

      In the Philippines, illegal trade in ODS is being tackled under the Chemical Control Order under Republic Act

      6969, otherwise known as the Toxic Substances, Hazardous and Nuclear Wastes Control Act. 

      During last week's course, UNEP discussed with DENR further training on other multilateral environmental

      agreements, such as the Convention for International Trade in Endangered Species and the Basel

      Convention on hazardous waste, where illegal trade is a problem. Similar workshops are being planned in

      other Asian countries where ODS smuggling is occurring. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream 

February 14, 2003 Friday 

 U.N. environment mission to investigate phenol spill in Kosovo 

      DATELINE: GENEVA 

      BODY: 

      The United Nations is to send an urgent environmental assessment team to Serbia-Montenegro next week to

      investigate a spill of industrial solvent that polluted drinking water downstream in a central Serbian town. 

      The four-person team will carry out site visits, interviews, sampling and analysis at the request of the

      government and the U.N. interim administration in Kosovo, where the spill occurred, the U.N. Environment

      Program and the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said Friday. Phenol polluted the drinking

      water in Kraljevo, a town 115 kilometers (70 miles) south of the Yugoslav capital, in late January, making tap

      water undrinkable for a while. 

      Belgrade alleges that the chemical had been dumped into the Sitnica River in Kosovo from storage facilities

      at a power plant in Obilic, just outside the provincial capital, Pristina. The Sitnica River flows into the Ibar

      River, which supplies Kraljevo with its drinking water. 

      The government at the time sent a protest note to the senior U.N. official in Kosovo demanding an

      investigation into how the spill occurred and why Serbian officials were not warned about the spill. 

      Although officially still part of Serbia, Kosovo has been administered by the United Nations since a 1999

      NATO air war to stop a crackdown by former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic's troops on ethnic

      Albanian separatists. 

      The team, which will be in the region Feb. 17-21, will consist of two UNEP experts and two experts provided

      by the Swiss and German governments. They will look at the nature, impact and possible causes of the spill

      and make recommendations for immediate and long-term action. 

      (nk-agh)<

__________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWire
KOSOVO: UNEP-Swiss-German Team To Investigate Solvent Spill 

The U.N. Environment Program and the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs announced today that an assessment team will go next week to the U.N.-administered province of Kosovo, in Serbia and Montenegro, to investigate an industrial solvent spill. The four-member team, including two UNEP experts, is to examine the impact and possible causes of the spill and make recommendations for immediate and long-term action.

The phenol spill, which took place late last month in Kosovo, reportedly polluted drinking water in Kraljevo, a Serbian town about 70 miles south of Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro's capital. Amid allegations that the chemical was dumped into the river from storage facilities outside Pristina, Kosovo's capital, Serbia and Montenegro protested to the U.N. Mission in Kosovo, calling for an investigation (Associated Press/Yahoo! News, Feb. 14).

(Back to Contents)
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The Guardian (London) 

February 17, 2003 

      HEADLINE: 'Everything must change': He might be a parrot-loving ecologist, but as the new director of

      Friends of the Earth, Tony Juniper knows that his cuddly environmental organisation must toughen up and

      get political if it is going to help save the planet 

      BYLINE: Simon Hattenstone 

      BODY: 

      Tony Juniper stands at the door, yellow helmet in one hand, folding bike in his other. His upper lip is wet -

      rain and sweat. Outside, on the streets of London, the wind is blowing up a storm. He has just arrived at the

      Friends of the Earth office, and is keen to slip out of his waterproofs. But Eamonn, the photographer, is even

      keener to keep him as he is. Juniper is the new executive director of FoE. His appointment couldn't come at

      a more important time for the pressure group, which is in the process of recasting its public image, and for

      the world, with environment secretary Michael Meacher last week warning that we really are on the verge of

      generating our own demise. 

      The longer he stands at the door, the heavier his anorak looks and the hotter he becomes. Eamonn

      apologises - art before comfort and all that. Don't worry, he says. "I'm properly sweaty now. Authentic

      sweat. None of your fake rubbish here." His body is as compact as his bike. 

      With his hair a dense white-grey and his lived-in face, he looks like a well-preserved older man. In fact, he's

      only 42. Juniper is in his 13th year at FoE. "October 22 1990, indelibly etched on my soul when I walked

      through the door, thinking I'd be here for a couple of years. Ahahahuhhuhhuhhuhhoo." His laugh is amazing,

      squeaky and joyous, bursting with life. Juniper arrived from the conservation charity Birdlife International to

      become FoE's tropical forest campaigner. He knew plenty about tropical forests because he knew so much

      about birds. In fact, Juniper is one of the world's leading authorities on parrots. 

      You see, he says, it all started with the animals. He takes me back to his childhood in Oxford - his dad

      worked for British Leyland, his mum waitressed, and he spent much of his time in the company of creatures.

      "My earliest memories as a child are to do with animals and making my parents, through whatever leverage I

      could exert, buy me pets. Canaries, cats, budgies, yeah." Oh, and golden pheasants, geese and cockatiels. 

      And snakes, he explains, which he found in the wood. Snakes? In the house? "Oh, yeah. They weren't that

      big. And this was before the grass snake was protected under UK law, by the way, just in case anybody

      asks." He grins. 

      He says that his dad was happy with that - after all, he had had his own jackdaw during the war. But his

      mother despaired at all the birdseed and sawdust scattered across the house. His parents were both bright

      but had not been given academic opportunities, so they were delighted when he went to university and

      became an ecologist. 

      FoE was a natural choice for Juniper. It had recently come to prominence with everyone talking about global

      warming, deforestation and Chernobyl, and was the acceptable face of environmentalism - cuddly name,

      strictly no violence, and it campaigned on safe, single issues such as rainforests and whales that were

      seemingly devoid of a political context. For many years, Juniper himself was apolitical - he didn't go on his

      first demonstration until 1990, when he was outraged by the poll tax. 

      But times have changed. Ask Juniper if you can look at eco-issues in isolation today, and he'll dismiss you as

      naive. "We have to change everything in order to sustain the planet." He says FoE can no longer couch its

      work in narrow terms but it has to cast as broad an argument as possible. In his own, quiet way, Juniper is

      calling for a revolution. 

      He often talks of the need for "global justice", and stresses the words "bigger context". In some ways, he is

      still wedded to FoE's cuddly, unthreatening vocabulary. 

      Surely you can't divorce the ideal of global justice from the iniquities of global capitalism? "Exactly. Yeah,

      yeah. Yeah . Exactly. Capitalism is an issue for the environment because the process of accumulating wealth

      requires companies and governments to do certain things that are in opposition to environmental policies."

      But in the end, he says, you can't save the world simply by attacking capitalism. If environmentalists want

      to have an effect, they have to work alongside governments and multinationals, encouraging them with the

      carrot and deterring them with the stick. Mind you, he says, it's never going to be easy to institute a form

      of caring capitalism when companies are already legally bound to maximise profits for shareholders. 

      There is intense drilling going on beneath the office. What is it? "I don't know. I just ignore it." It sounds like

      a dentist, I say. "Sounds like it, doesn't it. Yeah, exactly. We're just doing some interrogation!

      Ahahahuhhuhhuhhuhhoo." He creases up. 

      Juniper goes next door for a pee. He returns, and apologises for the thinness of the walls. "It sounds like a

      mountain stream, doesn't it? Could you hear it?" 

      He has been thinking about what has politicised him over the years. "I suppose it is just being in close

      proximity to decisions that are evidently not right." Such as? "The decision to build the Newbury bypass, the

      impending decision to release genetically modified crops into the UK environment, the decision to liberalise

      world trade." 

      Was he ever open to the idea that liberalisation could be a good idea? "Yes, certainly. Certainly . Again, it

      goes back to the experience of seeing what happens as a result of this. You know how companies in South

      America have been clearing the rain forest and how the mahogany is being exported over here, but there's

      nothing anybody can do about it because of world trade rules. Then you've got the US sabre-rattling in the

      World Trade Organisation to enforce GM food on Europe. This is nothing to do with science, this is high

      politics and it has got everything to do with choices being taken in our name that we actually may not agree

      with." 

      For so long, he says, he approached the environment from a purely scientific point of view, until it dawned

      on him that there was only so much one could achieve without political will. Look at the evidence

      everywhere, he says. "We know the rainforests are the most biologically diverse ecosystems, yet we carry

      on cutting them down. We know that the Indonesian rainforests are being cleared - they will be gone in

      Sumatra in a couple of years - and yet there's paper in this country that is coming from these very same

      forests, and nobody does anything about it." 

      I ask him how Blair has fared on the green front. Mixed, he says. Well done for unilaterally announcing a 20%

      reduction target in CO 2 emissions and protecting more wildlife habitats, but there is little else to applaud.

      "Our recycling rate is pathetic; we languish at the bottom of various OECD and EU league tables. To be the

      best recyclers in Europe we would have to go up from 12% to 60%." And, if we did so, he says, we'd be

      doing capitalism a favour by providing thousands of new jobs. 

      Then, he says, there's transport - 7% more traffic than at the 1997 elections when New Labour promised to

      cut the number of cars on the roads. "It has wrongly seen tackling traffic as an anti-motorist policy. And I

      think it's worth just reflecting on who actually benefits from road traffic reduction: motorists." 

      I ask him how he defines himself politically? "I don't," he says sharply. "And the more time goes, on the more

      important I'm finding it not to be defined politically. I'm an ecologist." 

      Which political system does he think would serve the environment best? "Participative democracy." But

      wouldn't New Labour claim to be providing that? "Well, Blair would say we're in one. He would, wouldn't he?

      But I don't think anybody else would believe it." 

      In a genuine participative democracy, he says, there would be proportional representation and regular

      referendums on big issues, and things would change from the bottom up. 

      If we had a true participative democracy, he thinks, we wouldn't be going to war. It's interesting, he says,

      that when the British public were asked what the main cause of conflict with Iraq was, more people said oil

      than anything else. "For years we've been saying that the west's addiction to oil would ultimately not only

      be a threat to the global climate but also a possible cause of conflict as western countries become nervous

      about their long-term supplies of oil." 

      Even worse than the carnage resulting from bombs and guns, he says, will be that wreaked by

      contamination of the water supply; pollution caused by blowing up industrial plants and the expected

      widespread use of depleted uranium ammunition. 

      "We will get the statistics about how many civilians were killed by bombs, but longer term, the environmental

      damage that will be done there will kill many, many more people." For the first time, FoE has explicitly

      condemned a war. 

      Doesn't he find it hard to be optimistic for his children's future - Juniper is married to Sue, an accountant,

      and they live in Cambridge with their three kids, a snake, a newt, a goldfish, a hamster, two guinea pigs and

      a handful of wild frogs. He seems astonished by the question. No, he says, of course not, there is so much

      that is wonderful in the world, so much to fight for. He points out the pictures of the parrots on the wall.

      "These things in particular are amazing, those blue ones, the Spix's Macaw." Juniper has written a book

      about the virtually extinct Spix's Macaw and spent seven years (evenings, holidays and weekends) writing a

      definitive parrot guide. 

      Why does he love parrots so much? "I don't know . . . they are the birds that are most like people. And they

      also happen to be so symbolic of the tropical forests in particular. It is the most endangered bird family." His

      middle child wants a parrot at home, but Juniper has put his foot down: "I wouldn't get him anything that

      has been imported or is rare." 

      He smiles in awe as he flicks through the photos of the parrots."I don't think you can really do this work if

      you're a pessimist, because you'd pack it in." But the world is going to pot, isn't it? "Yes, I believe things are

      very serious . . ." So how does he stay cheerful? He pauses for some time. Because, he says, we can win.

      "The UN environment programme before Johannesburg was saying that there's perhaps a couple of

      generations to turn things around and to invent a genuinely sustainable economy. And that is achievable.

      It's not beyond the will of people. The world isn't like it is now because of an accident, it's because people

      have made it like it is. So if you can convince the decision-makers to make it different, it can be different,

      and that's what we're here for." 

      'I don't think you can really do this work if you're a pessimist' . . . Juniper

_________________________________________________________________________________________

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

February 16, 2003 Sunday Five Star Late Lift Edition 

 Syrians near Iraqi border vow to fight U.S. 

      DATELINE: ALBUKAMAL, SYRIA 

      BODY: 

      * Residents of Euphrates River city say '91 Gulf War left legacy of health problems, birth defects. 

      If the sentiments of this Euphrates River city are any gauge, those planning the U.S. war on Iraq had best

      gird for hard times ahead, not just in Iraq itself but in the region beyond. 

      In this city of 50,000 people on the Iraq-Syria border, 180 miles northwest of Baghdad, almost everyone has

      a personal link to Iraq -- and almost no one has anything good to say about the United States government. 

      Not long after they arrived on one of Albukamal's muddy, unpaved streets, two Post-Dispatch journalists and

      their van were surrounded by angry local residents eager to unload on the first Americans they've met. 

      A group of shopkeepers say the economy here has never recovered from America's first war with Iraq, in

      1991, and that a U.S. invasion now would only make things worse. They recall the "black rain" that fell for

      two days after the U.S. bombed a chemical plant just across the border, using weapons tipped with

      depleted uranium that officials here associate with a surge in cases of leukemia, birth defects and

      miscarriages. 

      They reject out of hand a reporter's suggestion that the United States is confronting Iraq to disarm a

      dangerous dictator and to liberate a long-oppressed Iraqi people. 

      "This war is about two things only: oil and Israel," one merchant says. "Everyone here knows that." 

      A group of children and teenagers, egged on by an adult with a megaphone, are more direct. They crowd

      around a Post-Dispatch photographer, chanting "Viva Iraq!" The chants continue and the crowd surges,

      more than 100 strong -- slapping the sides of the van and throwing rocks as the journalists retreat. 

      At the border 

      "You're late," says the head man at the border crossing just outside Albukamal. "We expected you at 6." 

      In Syria, Bashar al-Assad's ascendancy to the presidency after the death of his father, Hafez, three years

      ago was supposed to mark a turn in Syria toward a less autocratic, more open society. There has been

      some movement, political and economic, yet a visit to Albukamal is a reminder that no one will confuse Syria

      with Missouri anytime soon. 

      On the first evening of a two-day visit a nervous businessman concludes an interview by insisting on taking

      the visiting journalists, immediately, to the city's security chief. 

      The chief, his well-turned-out double-breasted brown suit underscoring his local status, treats his visitors to

      a 45-minute lecture, punctuated by coffee and tea, on the merits of Syrian democracy. His promise of a

      hospitable welcome turns out to be full-time surveillance, including a motorcycle-and-jeep escort for much

      of the following day. 

      The border guards reject requests to photograph the site and limit access to half an hour. Aside from

      overbearing security, the scene appears routine, with long-haul truckers warming themselves over kerosene

      stoves and brewing early-morning tea. 

      A convoy of some 60 Iraqi trucks was waiting for permission to enter Iraq. The Iraqi drivers had been held up

      four days, they said, because border authorities would not let them proceed without a Syrian escort -- and

      the Syrians assigned to them had gone off to visit relatives for the four-day Eid al-Adha festival that

      concluded Friday. 

      These trucks come to Syria empty, the drivers said, and return with the basic staples -- sugar, grain and

      food oil -- that Iraq is allowed to purchase under the United Nations oil-for-food program. A war would

      disrupt supplies; U.S. officials say plans are in place to assure no lengthy interruptions of key civilian needs

      in the event of war. 

      In 1991, Syria worked with international relief organizations, building tent camps here and elsewhere along

      the border to serve Iraqi refugees. There are no visible signs of such preparation today; Syrian officials say

      it is too soon to take such steps. Traffic by individuals across the border remains light, local officials say,

      with no more than 20 cars a day crossing in either direction. 

      The truck drivers, several of whom say they are army reservists, have but one question -- "Why does

      America want to invade Iraq?" -- and a quick rejoinder to a summary of U.S. aims. 

      "But Israel has far more sophisticated weapons and it's a danger to every country in the region," one driver

      says. "Even as ordinary citizens we know that. So why isn't the United States aligned with us, against

      Israel?" 

      The driver wears a red-and-white checked headscarf and a weathered camel's hair overcoat with his long

      cotton robe. His smile reveals two gold-capped teeth. 

      "Give my regards to America," he says. "Tell them we will fight, and fight well." 

      Health effects 

      Just a half dozen miles down the Euphrates is the Iraqi town of al-Qaim, site of a chemical plant that was

      bombed during the 1991 Gulf War. For two days afterward, "the rain was black" in Albukamal, says Faisal

      Jassim, a surgeon at the local public hospital. 

      Faisal recalls that residents with asthma were the immediate victims. But he said that in subsequent years

      the town began to experience sharp increases in miscarriages, birth defects and forms of cancer that

      previously had been rare or nonexistent. 

      The U.S. military has acknowledged using depleted uranium to harden the tips on "tank-busting" munitions

      and other ammunition during the war but denies allegations of any adverse health effects. Preliminary

      studies by the World Health Organization and the U.N. Environmental Program have discounted reports of

      public-health consequences by non-government public interest organizations. 

      Faisal, who lost his twin baby brothers and a cousin to leukemia, is convinced that there is a link. 

      "The people here are vulnerable already," says Faisal, standing in a squalid corridor of the hospital. The

      bathrooms here are covered in filth; the sinks backed up. In the birthing room the dirty foam mattress on a

      bed has burst its plastic cover; a bedpan on the delivery table still contains drops of drying blood from the

      previous birth. 

      Faisal said that in a country as poor as Syria, with a per capita income of about $1,000 -- significantly less

      in backwater cities like Albukamal -- poor nutrition, poor sanitation and rudimentary health care are the

      norm. In that environment, he believes, the introduction of chemical contaminants such as depleted uranium

      can tip the balance. 

      Families who have lost children to new diseases say they aren't specialists and can't be sure of the cause.

      All they know for sure is the loss they bear. 

      Noraldin Othman shows a photograph of his son, Izadin, who died in December 2000 at the age of 8. He had

      been treated for leukemia since 1994, including five years when the family made the seven-hour drive to

      Damascus weekly for radiation. 

      Noraldin, a tailor, ticks off the names of six other families nearby who had lost children to leukemia since

      1991, and two whose children have the disease today. 

      "These were the first cases ever in Albukamal," he says. "We had never seen this before, which is why my

      boy was treated for something else first. It was something new, something strange, that had never

      happened before." 

      Another of the leukemia victims was Abdul Rahman, who died in October 1999 at the age of 5. His mother,

      Hiam al Ali, holds a photograph that shows the earnest face of her son, a plaid-shirted boy who "loved

      football most of all," she says, "and was loved by all." He died after nearly two years of treatment in the

      hospitals of Aleppo and Damascus. 

      Adnan Tabus, a factory worker, cradles his son Mohamed in his arms. The boy was born in March 2001 with

      a hole in his back and his head nearly twice the normal size, the result of spinal fluid leaking into his brain.

      Surgery closed the opening but has left Mohamed paralyzed from the waist down. He clings to his father

      with strong hands and a searching gaze. 

      "I have two neighbors whose children were born with the same deformity, and both of them died," Adnan

      says. "The daughter of another neighbor has the same, and is still alive." 

      Faisal, the surgeon at the hospital, says that a month ago Albukamal received its first visit from foreigners

      -- a team from a Japanese humanitarian agency -- seeking to help with the medical aftermath of the 1991

      war. Faisal says he wonders why no one from America, which talks so much about its concern for this

      region's people, has come to investigate the medical mystery of Albukamal. 

      Whose truth? 

      The people of Albukamal may disagree violently with U.S. policies, but that difference proves no barrier to

      traditional Arab hospitality. 

      In this generally poor city, residents are quick to invite two strangers into their homes, to lounge on floor

      cushions and discuss the looming war over strong coffee and heavily sweetened herbal tea. A woman baking

      bread on the roadside refuses payment -- "It is my honor," she says -- for a couple of loaves still steaming

      from the heat of her adobe brick oven. 

      Two of the merchants who had excoriated U.S. policies when the journalists first arrived promptly invited

      them to their home, where the extended family was in the midst of celebrating the Eid al-Adha festival that

      marks the end of each year's pilgrimage to Mecca. 

      The holiday was the occasion for a visit home by Sufian al-Alao, an engineer who grew up in Albukamal and

      has gone on to a successful career in Damascus. He is now the government's deputy minister for electricity,

      a position that has brought with it a Mercedes automobile, the wherewithal to send two of his sons to the

      United Kingdom for medical training and the opportunity to treat his own heart failure with a double-bypass

      operation performed at the Cleveland Clinic. 

      All in all, Sufian says, he prefers the run-down streets and dilapidated shops of Albukamal. "Here you can go

      anywhere, anytime, and feel perfectly safe," he says. "In Cleveland you couldn't even go in many

      neighborhoods. The entire time I was there I was afraid of being killed." 

      American analysts talk of impressionable Arabs, easily subject to manipulation by corrupt dictators and

      fanatics like Osama bin Laden. Sufian turns the issue around, noting the way U.S. officials have demonized

      figures like bin Laden and Iraq's Saddam Hussein, both of whom enjoyed lavish American support at earlier

      stages in their careers. 

      "Who created al-Qaida?" he asks, referring to U.S. support for bin Laden when he joined Arab mujahedeen

      "holy warriors" that the U.S. recruited to battle the former Soviet Union during the 1980s in Afghanistan.

      "You take a dog, you feed it and feed it, and after a while it becomes so big that you can no longer control

      it." 

      In Albukamal local residents hailed bin Laden's purported statement last week voicing solidarity with the Iraqi

      people. Sufian said the great majority of Arabs had reacted initially to the attacks of Sept. 11 with horror

      and shame. That attitudes are changing reflects U.S. policies over the past two years, he says. 

      "That people are sympathizing with bin Laden now is simply the result of your own actions," he said. "If you

      continue down this road, you'll make him a global hero." 

      To Syrians like Sufian, the U.S. intervention in the Middle East is just a reprise of imperialism past, most

      notably the efforts by the British and French to carve up the Ottoman Empire after its collapse during World

      War I. The "lines in the sand" they drew created the artificial divisions among Arab states that have

      bedeviled the region in the decades since. 

      He insists that the hidden goal of the impending intervention is the old rule of divide and conquer, to

      strengthen Israel's regional hand by b reaking up countries like Iraq into fractious smaller parts. The

      American people don't perceive what to Arabs appears as obvious fact, he says, because they have long

      enjoyed a level of security -- unique in the world -- that has allowed them to ignore the complicated

      realities of global politics. 

      "The American people are ignorant of what their government is doing," Sufian said. He blames the U.S. media

      for "constantly supporting this extreme action, and for magnifying the idea that Saddam Hussein is en

      dangering them -- as if this weak country, under siege for 12 years, could threaten the most powerful

      nation in the world." 

      "You should tell your readers this," he adds, "that blood is not cheap. There is a price to be paid when the

      merchants of war insist on unjustified killings. The Iraqis, and the Arabs, will get their revenge, no matter

      how long it takes. 

      "Let this war come," he concludes. "Our history is long. We know that other wars will follow." 

      NOTES: 

      ACROSS THE BORDER FROM IRAQ; Reporter Jon Sawyer: E-mail: jsawyer@post-dispatch.com Phone:

      202-298-6880 

      GRAPHIC: PHOTO, GRAPHIC, MAP; (1) Color PHOTO - A U.S. Army crew fires a rocket during training in the

      Kuwaiti desert on Wednesday.; (2) Photo by Gabriel B. Tait / Post-Dispatch - Adnan Tabus comforts his son

      Mohamed, 2, who was born with a hole in his back and his head nearly twice the normal size. Surgery closed

      the opening but has left Mohamed paralyzed from the waist down. Residents of Albukamal believe that

      health problems like Mohamed's are a legacy of the 1991 Gulf War.; (3) Photo by Gabriel B. Tait /

      Post-Dispatch - Syrian sheep herders keep warm last week after pitching their tent on the Syrian border

      with Iraq near Albukamal, a city of 50,000 people about 180 miles northwest of Baghdad. Syria has a per

      capita income of about $1,000.; (4) Photo by Gabriel B. Tait / Post-Dispatch - A boy holding a toy gun joins

      other children in changing "Viva Iraq!" in Albukamal last week. After the children started chanting, others

      started throwing rocks. The children were celebrating the Eid al-Adha festival that marks the end of each

      year's pilgrimage to Mecca.; (5) Photo headshot - Sufian (al-Alao) - "Blood is not cheap" GRAPHIC

      (GRAPHICS); (6) Post-Dispatch Graphic / Map - Syria
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Chicago Tribune 

February 14, 2003 Friday, NORTH SPORTS FINAL EDITION 

Kenyan leader's health under growing scrutiny 

Kenya's newly elected president, Mwai Kibaki, has canceled a string of recent appearances, leading to

      speculation that his health is worse than doctors have let on. 

      Aides said that Kibaki, 71, is recovering well from injuries he suffered in a Dec. 3 car accident and that his

      reduced public schedule is merely an attempt to allow him to rest. Others, however, have suggested the

      president may have had a stroke. "He had a problem here," Raila Odinga, Kibaki's minister for public works,

      said in an interview Thursday, pointing to the side of his head. "But it's dissolved. He's speaking fine." 

      A spokesman denied that Kibaki had suffered a stroke. 

      Since taking office, Kibaki has sent regrets to the annual National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, a UN

      environmental conference and an African Union meeting. Parliament's opening was pushed back because of

      Kibaki's health. 

      "When he disappears like this, people worry," said Gichira Kibari, director of a non-profit research group in

      Nairobi.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The New York Times 

February 14, 2003, Friday, Late Edition - Final 

 Altered Schedule Feeds Fears Over Kenyan Leader's Health 

      BYLINE:  By MARC LACEY  

      DATELINE: NAIROBI, Kenya, Feb. 13 

      BODY: 

      Kenya's newly elected president, Mwai Kibaki, has canceled a string of recent appearances, leading to

      widespread speculation that his health is worse than doctors have been letting on. 

      Presidential aides say Mr. Kibaki, 71, is recovering well from injuries he suffered in a Dec. 3 car accident on

      the campaign trail and that his reduced public schedule is merely an attempt to allow him to rest. Others,

      however, have suggested that the president might have suffered a mild stroke in recent weeks. 

      "He had a problem here," Raila Odinga, Mr. Kibaki's minister for public works, said in an interview today,

      pointing to the side of his head. "But it's dissolved. He's speaking fine." 

      Isaiya Kabira, a presidential spokesman, denied that Mr. Kibaki had suffered a stroke. "He's doing fine," Mr.

      Kabira said. "He's in good shape." 

      Mr. Kibaki, who won a landslide election on Dec. 27, was admitted to Nairobi Hospital on Jan. 20 for what

      doctors said was a blood clot in his right leg and mildly high blood pressure. 

      He was discharged eight days later, able to walk for the first time since his traffic accident, albeit slowly

      with a crutch. Doctors said then that his public schedule would have to be scaled back to allow him to

      recover. 

      "We wish to assure all Kenyans and international well-wishers that the president is not in danger," Dr. Daniel

      Gikonyo, his personal physician, said at a news conference after Mr. Kibaki was admitted. Mr. Gikonyo did

      not return telephone calls today seeking comment. 

      Since taking office, Mr. Kibaki has canceled a meeting with President Omar Hassan al-Bashir of Sudan and

      sent his regrets to the annual National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, D.C., a United Nations

      Environmental Program conference and the African Union summit meeting. The official opening of

      Parliament, over which Mr. Kibaki is supposed to preside, was postponed from Jan. 28 to Feb. 18 because of

      the president's health. Mr. Kabira, the spokesman, said he would appear then to outline his legislative

      agenda and to calm mounting fears about his health. 

      "There's much anxiety," said Gichira Kibari, executive director of the Center for Governance and

      Development, a nonprofit research organization in Nairobi. "He's been known to be a very public person and

      an articulate speaker. When he disappears like this, people worry." 

      Mr. Kibaki's election ended almost four decades of one-party rule in Kenya. His fledgling administration has

      been vigorous, but local media and Kenyans have begun clamoring to see more of Mr. Kibaki. 

      In an effort to show that he is well, Mr. Kibaki was driven around the city last Tuesday on what was billed

      as a meet-the-people tour. But he never left his vehicle and his remarks were limited.

       http://www.nytimes.com
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UNWire
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY: Sweden Adds $12 Million To Pledge 

Sweden said yesterday that it will add $12 million to an earlier pledge to the Global Environment Facility, meant to support the facility's work in developing nations. The move brings the total Swedish pledge to $90 million.

Thirty-two countries promised in August to give the facility a total of $2.92 billion over four years, dramatically increasing the resources available to the green group, whose total budget for the last decade was $4.2 billion. In the last 10 years, the facility has supported 1,000 environmental projects in 160 developing countries (Associated Press/Environmental News Network, Feb. 14).

(Back to Contents)



ECUADOR: IDB Providing $10.5 Million For Sustainable Development 

The Inter-American Development Bank announced Wednesday that it will provide $10.5 million to support sustainable development in Ecuador's northern Amazon region and the decentralization of environmental management in the country. A signing ceremony sealing the arrangement coincided with a visit by Ecuadorian President Lucio Gutierrez to the bank's headquarters in Washington.

The IDB will loan Ecuador $10 million to protect the environment in the northern Amazon region and improve the lives of the region's inhabitants. The loan will also help support small farms, improve basic sanitation, protect biodiversity and genetic resources in a protected area and improve information systems.

In addition, a $500,000 grant will help bolster the capacity of the Ecuadorian Environment Ministry and support a national plan to decentralize environmental management and measures to promote citizen participation (IDB release, Feb. 12).

For more about Gutierrez's visit to Washington, in Spanish, click here.

(Back to Contents)
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ENS

Budget Bill Riders Set Anti-Environmental Policies 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, February 14, 2003 (ENS) - Republicans slid a host of anti-environmental riders into the final text of the $397.4 billion spending bill  passed by Congress yesterday. One rider blocks appeals against a pending  decision on whether to expand protection for Alaska's Tongass National                      Forest. Others cut funding for land conservation, weaken the national organic labeling standard, and expand a pilot forest thinning program that  environmentalist decry as a further subsidy for timber companies. 

                      "Congress just bought smaller, more degraded forests and open spaces," said  Bonnie Galvin, director of budget and appropriations for The Wilderness Society, a national conservation organization based in Washington, DC. 

                      The process to stuff the appropriations for all federal agencies except the Defense Department into one bill was never expected to be pretty, but even  seasoned  members of Congress are surprised by the end result. 

                                      Arizona Senator John McCain (Photo courtesy Office of the Senator)  Senator John McCain, an Arizona Republican, blasted  his colleagues for a 3,000 page document that "no one

in this body has had time to thoroughly review, examine, and debate." 

                                      Members of Congress complained that they were forced to pass the massive spending bill, because  allowing the government to continue operating  through stopgap resolutions was a worse alternative.  The bill will fund the government for the remainder of  fiscal 2003, which ends in September. 

                      The House adopted the bill by a vote of 338 to 83, the Senate by a vote of 76  to 20. 

                      The bill includes a rider that expands the Bush administration's controversial forest stewardship program, which permits the Forest Service to allow private contractors hired to thin national forests to take whatever timber they want  from the treated area. 

                      Forest Service officials have touted the program as an effective way to get the  private sector involved in forest thinning, but there are no limits to what kind  or size of trees that can be removed and sold. 

                      Logged area after a 1994  wildfire on the Kootenai National Forest, in the  northwest corner of Montana.  (Photo courtesy Wild Rockies)

                      The language inserted into the spending bill expands it into a full blown program for 10                      years and adds the  lands managed by the  Bureau of Land Management. Some 450  million acres of public lands could now be subject to this program, which has  never been evaluated for cost or for environmental impact. 

                      The expansion "reinvents the Forest Service," Galvin said. 

                      "This is one of the worst riders that has come along in frecent memory," warned Sara Zbed, legislative director for Friends of the Earth. "It is a blatant  handout to the timber industry." 

                      The program gives timber companies incentives to seek contracts in areas  with commercially valuable timber, Zbed argues, rather than sites most at risk  from potential wildfires. 

                      "When I think of all the time and effort that has been expended by both bodies of Congress deliberating forest issues," Senator McCain said, "I find it  difficult to believe that this sweeping change in current practice could be  placed in this bill without any consideration by those that have an enormous                      stake in our forests." 

                      Alaska Riders 

                      Language added to the bill by Senator Ted Stevens, an Alaska Republican,  prevents administrative appeals and judicial review of the Forest Service's  pending decision on how far to expand protection of the Tongass National Forest. 

                                      Alaska Senator Ted Stevens (Photo courtesy Office of the Senator)

                                      This slipped through, Zbed argues, because of a calculated strategy by the Stevens and fellow Alaskan  Don Young, a Republican Congressman. Young  introduced  riders to exempt the entire state of Alaska  from the roadless rule and to open the Tongass  National Forest, and the Chugach National Forest, to  further logging. 

                                      Young's provisions caused serious uproar from  Democrats and eventually were defeated, but Steven's  rider slipped through. 

                      Stevens defended the riders on the Senate floor, blaming the roadless rule and "frivolous lawsuits by the multibillion-dollar environmental lobby in an effort  to lock up public resources on public land" for declines in his state's timber industry. 

                      Although much of the anti-environmental language in the final bill was added by Republicans, environmentalists are not happy with a rider thrown in by  Senator Byron Dorgan, a North Dakota Democrat. Dorgan's rider waives the  standard requirement that cost benefit analysis must be considered for the Army Corps of Engineers project which would drain Devil's Lake located in North Dakota. 

                      Residents have complained of the lake's flooding, prompting Dorgen's attention. But environmentalists argue that the plan, which would drain the lake's water into the Red River, could be costly, and environmental concerns  about dumping potentially polluted water into the river from a closed basin lake must be considered. 

                      Another provision concerning an Army Corps of Engineers project has drawn  the ire of environmentalists. Led by Senator Trent Lott, a Mississippi Republican, the effort to force the federal government to pay for Mississippi's Yazzo Pumps project has succeeded. The language mandates the Army Corps  to issue continuing contracts for the project, assuring its completion  regardless of cost or environmental impact. 

                      Weakening the Organic Standard 

                      The huge spending bill includes a rider that imposes a significant change to  the national organic standard, allowing livestock producers to certify and  label meat as organic if the animals were fed partially or entirely on conventional grain. 

                      Organically raised c attle could be  fed conventional rather than organic  feed. (Photo by Keith Weller courtesy USDA)

                      The rider would not allow any  funds to be used to enforce the 100 percent organic feed                      requirement for certified organic livestock operations unless a report prepared by  the Secretary of Agriculture confirms organically  produced feed is commercially available at no more than twice the cost of conventionally produced feed to meet current market demand. 

                      Included to placate the poultry industry, this language was rejected by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) last June. 

                      The organic industry is "outraged" by the rider, according to Katherine  DiMatteo, executive director of the Organic Trade Association. DiMatteo calls  the rider "an underhanded attempt to circumvent consumer expectations and  the integrity of the organic industry." 

                      "This is a slap in the face to the many certified organic farmers who are legitimately following the standards," she said. Her organization hopes a  pending report from the USDA will show that organic feed is commercially available in adequate quantities and at prices that fall below the limit set in the                      language intended to subvert the requirements. 

                      Less for Land Conservation, Battle Over ANWR 

                      Money for land conservation was slashed in the final spending bill. Federal  grants for land conservation were cut by some $119 million, with state grants  down some $50 million. 

                      Conservationists also objected to the removal of land conservation funds  from the Farm Bill for the $3.1 billion drought assistance package. 

                      Coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge   (Photo courtesy Arctic Power)

                      Despite fears that some Republicans would try  to sneak through   provisions to open the                      Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil  drilling, this did not come to pass. But language that the House  had approved, which  would have expressly prohibited the Interior Department from spending                      money on predrilling leases within ANWR, was removed. 

                      Democratic Congressman Edward Markey of Massachusetts, along with 128  bipartisan cosponsors, introduced a bill yesterday to permanently protect some 1.6 million acres of ANWR's coastal plain.

                                      Massachusetts Congressman Edward Markey (Photo courtesy Office of the Congressman)

                                      "It is clear that the Arctic Refuge is now in the same category as Yellowstone or Yosemite, that there are  places so special, so unique, and so unspoiled in our  natural world that they should be set aside for future  generations as national treasures and protected against energy development," said Markey. 

                                      Republican leaders in Congress have indicated they  will try and push through provisions to open ANWR  to oil drilling as early as next month. 

                      Environmentalists were not too surprised that the omnibus spending bill contained controversial riders, but charge that this year's process was worse than ever. They argue that the Republican Congressional leadership, along  with the Bush administration, settled many issues behind closed doors and tagged on the majority of the controversial riders. 

                      "These proposals weaken important environmental protections, undermine democratic principles and contradict the will of the American public," said  Debbie Sease, Sierra Club legislative director. 

                      "Some members of Congress have taken a must-pass bill and loaded it down with controversial riders that will cause serious damage to our natural  treasures and undermine the trust that citizens have in Congress," Sease said.  "This is not only damaging to America's special places but an affront to                      democracy." 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

China to build more Yangtze power plants - paper
  BEIJING - China plans to build four hydropower plants with a combined installed capacity of 38.5 million kilowatts, twice the generating

  capacity of the Three Gorges Project, the official China Daily reported yesterday. 

  The plants, to be built along the Jinsha River on the upper reaches of the Yangtze, would be part of China's drive to find alternative and

  cleaner energy sources to coal and oil to help fuel economic growth, the paper said. 

  It quoted the China Yangtze Three Gorges Project Development Corporation, which is building the controversial Three Gorges Damn, as

  saying it would spend one billion yuan ($120 million) on the initial development of the projects this year. 

  Construction of two giant dams to prepare for power generation was expected to start before 2005, it said. 

  Building the power plants was also part of China's bid to transmit electricity from its resource-rich but underdeveloped west to the more

  developed east, it said. 

  Analysts said the latest projects earmarked for the mighty river, also home to the Three Gorges Project that critics fear could cause severe

  pollution and silting by retarding the river's flow, could stir controversies of their own. 

  While construction of the planned dams was likely to involve the resettlement of fewer people than the one million already moved out of

  the more densely populated Three Gorges Project area, the environmental impact remained a concern, they said. 

  There were also some worries that the new projects could face major commercial challenges. 

  "There is a kind of power surplus in some areas and they are still trying hard to sell out all the power generated by the Three Gorges," said

  Ma Jun, a environmental consultant at Beijing-based Sinosphere. 

  "There will still be uncertainty over the future demand on this power supply," he said. "When they have such big capacity, they have to

  create a market for this." ($1=8.277 Yuan).
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ROLAC MEDIA UPDATE

ENVIRONMENT-CENTRAL AMERICA : Can the Law Prevent Extinction?
Nohelia González and Edin Hernández - Tierramérica*

MANAGUA/GUATEMALA CITY, Feb 14 (IPS) Trade in the Morelet crocodile, the yellow-naped parrot or the leatherback sea turtle is banned in Central America because these animals are protected by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). ENVIRONMENT-PERU : Experts Differ on El Niño Role in Floods
Abraham Lama

LIMA, (IPS) Climatologists are divided about whether the devastating floods this month in Peru's sierra and southern jungle is related to the proximity of the warm El Niño ocean current to the northern coast, on the other side of the Andes Mountains from the disaster areas. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Brief

War fears hit environment conference  

THE threat of war against Iraq has halted a pioneering environmental conference due to be held in Bahrain next week, it was revealed yesterday.

School pupils, teachers and environmentalists were preparing to meet from Saturday to Wednesday, for the third Global Learning and Observations To Benefit The Environment (Globe) Conference.

More than 100 participants from Bahrain, Lebanon, Jordan, Qatar, Egypt and Saudi Arabia were expected to attend the event, organised by the Education Ministry and sponsored by the US Embassy.

Globe involves scientists, teachers and students from 101 countries and more than 10,000 schools. Students note environmental data for an international reference tool. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=44184&Sn=BNEW
A New Book on Eco-Tourism in Bahrain

The general Secretary of the General Bureau for Fisheries, Environment and Wildlife, Dr. Ismaeel Al-Madani  published a new book on Eco-Tourism.

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/Articles.asp?Article=51364&Sn=BNEW
A Jordanian Traveler started an Arab Round to Protect the Environment 

H.E. Jassem Moh’d Bin Darwish, the General Secretary of Municipalities in Abu-Dhabi received yesterday the Arab Jordanian Traveler Ahmed Abdullah Ayasrah who arrived to UAE as part of his plans to make an Arab round to call for Earth protection.

http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=103253&Journal=2/16/2003
http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/02/16/mhl/3.htm
The First Conference of Environment in UAE

In the preparation of organizing the 1st Conference of Environment which will be held 3-5 May, the Environment Friends Society started to receive the participants scientific  papers.

http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=103264&Journal=2/16/2003
UAE Environment Groups and UNDP is organizing a Workshop in Dubai “ Future Environment Protectors” to let the students be aware of the responsibility towards environment.   

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/02/16/mhl/21.htm
Environment permits issued 

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) has begun issuing environmental permits, in cooperation with the Planning Department, to existing and new projects, utilities and industrial plants and facilities. 

"This step by the Environmen-tal Protection Division (EPD) comes in pursuance of ERWDA's mission to preserve and protect the environment, and its goal of achieving sustainable development. It also implements Federal Law No. 23 and 24 for 1999 and its by-laws regarding environmental protection and development," said ERWDA in a statement yesterday. 

Permits have also been issued, after directing them from parties such as the Industrial City in Abu Dhabi and the municipalities, to ensure that these projects do not damage the environment while conducting their activities. 

ERWDA recently made it mandatory for companies who deal with chemicals, hazardous and radioactive materials and wastes, to obtain environmental permits before dealing with these materials.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=77501
http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/02/16/mhl/
________________________________________________________________________________________         DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           **Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council

           Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC),

     and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), briefed an open meeting

     of the Security Council on Iraq this morning.

           Members of the Council are now addressing the meeting attended by

     10 foreign ministers and the Secretary-General.

           Iraq is also expected to speak.

           Following the open meeting, and after a short break, Council members only are scheduled to hold a closed

     meeting in the formal chamber.

           The meeting is chaired by German Foreign Minister Joschka Fisher in his capacity as Security Council

     President.

                 **Council -- Blix

           While starting off with an update on the field work of the UNMOVIC inspectors in the field, Hans Blix said that

     his team had obtained a good knowledge of the industrial and scientific landscape in Iraq, as well as of its missile

     capability but, he said, “as before, we do not know every cave and corner”.

           In addition to visits, some 300 chemical and biological samples have been collected and the destruction of

     mustard gas has begun.

           While noting that cooperation on procedure had been good, cooperation on substance was indispensable, he

     said.  Cooperation “requires more than the opening of doors”.  He added that in the current situation, one would expect

     Iraq to be eager to comply.

           Blix told members of the Security Council, that a group of missile experts had been convened and concluded

     unanimously that, based on the data provided by Iraq, the two declared variants of the Al Samoud 2 missile were

     capable of exceeding 150 kilometres in range, which is proscribed by the UN resolution.

           He informed the Council that UNMOVIC would start using U2 surveillance planes next week and that

     arrangements were being made to also use Mirage aircraft for surveillance flights.

           In conclusion, Blix said that if Iraq had provided the necessary cooperation in 1991, the phase of disarmament

     could have been short and a decade of sanctions could have been avoided. “Today”, he said, three months after the

     adoption of resolution 1441 (2002), the period of disarmament through inspection could still be short, if “immediate,

     active and unconditional cooperation” with UNMOVIC and the IAEA were to be forthcoming.

           **Council -- ElBaradei

           ElBaradei, in his briefing, said the focus of his agency’s work in Iraq has now moved from the “reconnaissance

     phase” into the “investigative phase”  While updating the members of the Council on the general work of the nuclear

     inspectors, which includes some 177 visits to 125 sites since work began at the end of last year, ElBaradei focused

     on a number of specific issues such as uranium acquisition and laser related documents.

           The IAEA, ElBaradei said, had recently received some additional information relating to uranium acquisition,

     which will be further pursued, hopefully with the assistance of the African country reported to have been involved.

           In conclusion, the chief weapons inspector said that to date, the IAEA has found no evidence of ongoing

     prohibited nuclear or nuclear-related activities in Iraq.

           “However”, he added, “a number of issues are still under investigation and we are not yet in a position to reach

     a conclusion about them, although we are moving forward with regard to some of them”.

           **Oshima

           Also, on an Iraq related note, out on the racks upstairs, is a pressrelease on the briefing you received

     yesterday by the head of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Kenzo Oshima, on the UN

     humanitarian preparedness efforts in case of a potential conflict in Iraq.

           **Statement on Palestinian Authority

           We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of the Middle East:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the announcement by Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat that he

     intends to appoint a Prime Minister and also that he fully embraces the Quartet “road map”.  The Secretary-General

     believes that these are two very important steps towards restarting the Middle East peace process.  The

     Secretary-General looks forward to working with a credible and fully empowered Palestinian Prime Minister.  He

     believes it is now essential for the Palestinian Legislative Council to meet as soon as possible, so that

     Mr. Arafat can bring his nomination forward; and he urges both parties to do everything necessary for that to happen.

           “The Secretary-General notes the importance of this move in advance of meeting in London next week

     between the parties and key members of the international community to discuss donor assistance and Palestinian

     reform.  The Quartet Envoys will also convene during this set of meetings.

           **Palestine message

           In a message to be delivered this afternoon, the Secretary-General warns about the conflict between the

     Palestinians and the Israelis; saying “Let us not fall into the trap of imagining that it can not get any worse.  It easily

     can”.

           In the statement to the opening of the 2003 Session on the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable

     Rights of the Palestinian People, which will be delivered by Iqbal Riza, the Chef de Cabinet, the Secretary-General

     outlines again the steps needed to be taken to realize the vision of a two-State solution.

           He underscores the importance of international help and pledges that UN agencies, including UNRWA, will

     continue their efforts.  He notes that UNRWA today is facing an especially severe financial crisis and calls on donors

     to contribute generously in this time of acute hardship.

           We have the embargoed text of the statement in my office.

           **Cyprus

           The Secretary-General’s Special Advisor for Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, returned to the island earlier today in time

     to host a meeting, on UN premises, of the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, and the Greek Cypriot leader,

     Glafcos Clerides.

           Upon arrival at the airport, de Soto told journalists that the timing of the Secretary-General’s forthcoming trip to

     the region was no coincidence.  “The deadline for the need to complete an agreement by the end of the month is a very

     real one”, he said, “and it is not a deadline that has been imposed by the Secretary-General”.

           The Secretary-General, de Soto added, “believes that a settlement by then is a real possibility and he wants

     to make every effort at his disposal and within his reach to help the Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots bring about

     this goal”.

           **Africa -- Refugees and Food

           The World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today warned that

     the fate of more than 1.2 million refugees in Africa was uncertain due to a lack of funding.

           The WFP urgently needs 112,000 metric tons of food worth an estimated

     $84 million over the next six months to avert severe hunger among refugees.

           The warning comes amid growing concerns that a potential conflict in Iraq may distract the attention of donor

     nations from the pressing needs of millions of refugees on the African continent.

           Major interruptions in the food pipeline for one or more of the basic food commodities are feared in Tanzania,

     Uganda, Kenya, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Algeria and the Sudan -– Africa's main refugee-hosting nations.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The UNHCR meanwhile reports that the continuing political uncertainty in Côte d'Ivoire has prompted an

     increasing number of the estimated 30,000 to 40,000 Liberian refugees still caught in the fighting to seek immediate

     repatriation or evacuation to neighbouring countries.

           The UNHCR says it has been pressing countries in West Africa to accommodate Liberian refugees who

     cannot return to Liberia, but so far, there have been no positive responses.

           **Conference on Disarmament

           I have had a number of questions about the Conference on Disarmament (CD), and I would just like to read

     into the record something in relation to the CD saying that the Conference on Disarmament was established in 1979

     as the single disarmament multilateral negotiating forum of the international community.  The CD currently has 66

     member countries.  Although it has a special relationship with the United Nations, the CD is not an organ of the United

     Nations.  The CD adopts its own rules of procedure and conducts its work by consensus; and then pursuant to rule 9

     of its Rules of Procedure the presidency of the conference rotates among all its members based on the English

     alphabetical list of the membership.  And this rotation began in January 1979.

           **Nobel Peace Prize

           The Secretary-General has issued messages to the 8th annual Nobel Peace Prize festival, which took place

     yesterday at Augsberg College in Minnesota, USA and the 15th Nobel Peace Prize Forum, which is taking place

     today and tomorrow at Concordia College in Maine, in which he says that “work for peace is far too important to be left

     only to politicians, diplomats and bureaucrats”.

           He highlights the challenges the world faces, from the problems in Iraq, North Korea, the Middle East and

     Côte d’Ivoire to the AIDS epidemic and global climate change.  And yet, he says, “I am still an optimist”, adding,

     “Nations working together can make a difference”.

           **Human Rights

           The UN working group on arbitrary detention, led by Louis Joinet, will visit Iran, starting tomorrow, at the

     invitation of the Government.

           During its field mission, which lasts until 27 February, the group will visit detention centres in Isfahan, Shiraz,

     Teheran and Yazd. It will meet with Iranian officials, as well as with members of human rights groups and civil society.

           **Digital Divide

           The preparatory committee for the World Summit on the Information Society will begin consideration next

     Monday of a draft declaration on ways to bridge the “digital divide”.  The Summit, which is to be held in Geneva this

     December, is to examine how information and communication technology has transformed the world, but has also

     created a world of “haves” and “have nots” when its comes to information.

                 **Press Releases

           Press releases:  one to highlight on the sixth and final round of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body for the

     Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, which will take place in Geneva next week.  The body will consider the

     newly revised text of the Framework Convention, which was issued a few weeks ago.  The text includes international

     rules on tobacco taxation, smoking prevention and treatment, illicit trade, advertising and promotion and product

     regulation.  The text is available on the World Health Organization Web site.

           **Budget

           We received one more payment today when Lesotho became the 46th Member State to pay its 2003 regular

     budget contribution in full with a payment of about $13,000.

           **The week ahead at the United Nations

           We have “The Week Ahead” for you to help you plan your work at the United Nations next week. 

           **Warning

           And I have a rather dire warning to give you.  Despite the reminder I gave you a few weeks ago, a number of

     you have been going up to Dr. Blix’s offices uninvited.  This violation of the rules was especially egregious at the

     beginning of this week when there was a panel of missile experts up there, evaluating data on Iraq’s missile

     programme.

           Secretariat members must have the right to work in privacy.  And for this reason we have a guideline for

     journalists saying you may not go above the

     4th floor without an appointment.  We don’t want to take this up on our reaction against you, but unless you cooperate

     you may give us no other option.

           That’s all I have for you.  May we all go back to the Security Council?  Thank you very much.  Thank you. 

                                              * *** *____________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Iraq: inspections

14 February – After 11 weeks of inspections, United Nations monitors have not found any weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, but Baghdad still needs to show “credible” evidence that such arms do not exist, a top UN disarmament official told the Security Council today.

In a progress report to a ministerial-level meeting of the Council, Hans Blix, who is in charge of the biological, chemical and ballistic profile, said that after more than 400 inspections at over 300 sites around the country, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) has so far found only a small number of empty chemical munitions that should have been declared and destroyed.

“Another matter, and one of great significance, is that many proscribed weapons and items are not accounted for,” Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of UNMOVIC, said at the outset of the Council meeting chaired by Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of Germany, which holds the rotating Presidency of the 15-nation body for the month of February. “One must not jump to the conclusion that they exist; however, that possibility is not excluded. If they exist they should be presented for destruction. If they do not exist, credible evidence to that effect should be presented.”

Mr. Blix noted again that cooperation by the Iraqi authorities on procedure has been good, but stressed that cooperation on substance was indispensable and required more than the just open doors. “In the current situation, one would expect Iraq to be eager to comply,” he added.

While his team has obtained a good knowledge of the industrial and scientific landscape of Iraq, as well as of its missile capability, through the inspections conducted so far, Mr. Blix said, “As before, we do not know every cave and corner.” In addition to visits, some 300 chemical and biological samples have been collected and the destruction of approximately 50 litres of mustard gas has begun.

Mr. Blix reported that a group of missile experts he had convened has concluded unanimously that, based on the data provided by Iraq, the two declared variants of the Al Samoud 2 missile were capable of exceeding 150 kilometres in range, which is proscribed by Security Council resolutions.

The UNMOVIC chief also noted that the Commission will start using U2 surveillance planes next week and that arrangements are being made to also use Mirage aircraft for surveillance flights. “It is our intention to examine the possibilities for surveying ground movements, notably by trucks,” Mr. Blix said. “In the face of persistent intelligence reports, for instance, about mobile biological weapons production units, such measures could well increase the effectiveness of inspections.”

Mr. Blix said that if Iraq had provided the necessary cooperation in 1991, the phase of disarmament could have been short and a decade of sanctions could have been avoided. “Today, three months after the adoption of resolution 1441, the period of disarmament through inspection could still be short, if ‘immediate, active and unconditional cooperation’ with UNMOVIC and the IAEA were to be forthcoming,” he said.

* * *
Iraq: inspections

14 February – Reiterating that no evidence of prohibited nuclear activities has been found in Iraq so far, the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) told the Security Council today that a number of issues still remain under investigation and that no conclusions could be drawn about them.

IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said that the Agency’s experience in nuclear verification shows that it is possible, particularly with an intrusive verification system, to assess the presence or absence of a nuclear weapons programme in a State even without the full cooperation of the inspected country.

“However, prompt, full and active cooperation by Iraq, as required under resolution 1441, will speed up the process,” Mr. ElBaradei told the ministerial-level meeting of the Council chaired by Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of Germany, which currently holds the 15-nation body’s rotating Presidency. He spoke after an update by Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), on the ongoing probe into Iraq’s biological, chemical and ballistic weapons profile.

“More importantly, it will enable us to reach the high degree of assurance required by the Security Council in the case of Iraq, in view of its past clandestine [weapons of mass destruction] programme and past pattern of cooperation,” he added.

The IAEA chief stressed that since the inspection process restarted last November, it had moved from a “reconnaissance phase” to an investigative one, with the intent of achieving an understanding of Iraq’s activities over the last four years.

Highlighting the specific issues that the IAEA is currently pursuing, Mr. ElBaradei said Iraq continues to state that it has made no attempt to import uranium since the 1980s. “The IAEA recently received some additional information relevant to this issue, which will be further pursued, hopefully with the assistance of the African country reported to have been involved,” he said.

He also noted that the IAEA is continuing its probe into Iraq’s efforts to import high-strength aluminium tubes and the relocation and consumption of the high explosive HMX, and has completed its analysis of the 2,000 pages of documents found last month at the private residence of an Iraqi scientist.

In the coming weeks, Mr. ElBaradei said, the IAEA will take a number of steps to continue to expand its inspection capabilities, including increasing the number of inspectors, adding more analysts and translators to support document analysis, and intensifying and expanding the range of technical meetings and private interviews with Iraqi personnel.

“The Government of Iraq reiterated last week its commitment to comply with its Security Council obligations and to provide full and active cooperation with the inspecting organizations,” Mr. ElBaradei said. “Subject to Iraq making good on this commitment, the above measures will contribute to the effectiveness of the inspection process.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

14 February – After being updated by the chief United Nations monitors on the weapons inspection process in Iraq, the Security Council held an open meeting today to debate the next steps for dealing with the disarmament of that country.

Opening the ministerial-level debate, Foreign Minister Farouk Al-Shara of Syria said that in their briefing today, the inspectors had noted the progress achieved since their last briefing. That meant that in just two weeks significant progress had been achieved. It was also significant that today Iraq had issued a decree prohibiting weapons of mass destruction in the country. That testified to the fact that inspections were accomplishing their goals, and the Council must continue to support the inspectors, allowing them sufficient time to carry out their task as prescribed in resolution 1441.

Continuing the discussion, Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin said France was convinced that the option of inspections had not been taken to the end and that it could provide an effective response to the imperative of disarming Iraq. The use of force would be so fraught with risks for people, for the region and for international stability that it should only be envisioned as a last resort. “War is always the sanction of failure,” he said, calling for another meeting on 14 March at the Ministerial level to judge progress made.

Foreign Minister Soledad Alvear Valenzuela of Chile said that although the report from the chief inspectors pointed to some progress, it has also shown that the regime that governs Iraq has an ambivalent attitude to the inspections process. While there was hope that attitude might change, the failure to cooperate in some cases was evident. Maintaining pressure on Saddam Hussein’s regime has proven to be the only mechanism capable of bringing about a certain openness and respect for the decisions of the Council.

As for Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan, he said China believed that the inspection process was working and that the inspectors should continue to be given the time they needed to carry out resolution 1441. The Council should also step up its support for the inspections. The Iraqi issue bore on the peace and stability in the Gulf region and bore also on the Council’s credibility and authority. The first priority now was to strengthen its guidance and support for the inspection work and to facilitate a productive political settlement.

Spain’s Foreign Minister, Ana Palacio, said that as much as she had been eager to hear “just one word” that the Iraqi regime was complying without reservation or delay to the Council’s demands, she had been unable to find it in the inspector’s reports. Spain was resolutely in favour of the view that a solution to the crisis could be found within and through the Council. Still, if a change of attitude on the part of Iraq did not come, the Council should be able to live up to its responsibility and ensure the peace and security of the world.

For his part, Foreign Secretary Jack Straw of the United Kingdom said that the issue was about the authority of the Council and the responsibility of the United Nations for the maintenance of international peace and security. He hoped and believed that a peaceful solution was still possible but would require Iraq to meet the obligations imposed on it. A peaceful solution could only be achieved if the Council held its nerve, gave meaning to its word and ensured that Iraq would face the consequences of its actions.

United States Secretary of State Colin Powell said the pressure must continue on Iraq and the threat of force should not be removed. Resolution 1441 was all about compliance and not about inspections, which were to assist Iraq in coming forward. He had not seen responsible actions on the part of Iraq, but rather “continued efforts to deceive, deny, divert, and throw us off the path.” The Security Council was now in a situation where Iraq’s continued non-compliance and failure to cooperate required it to begin to think through the consequences of walking away from that problem or from the reality that it had to be faced.

Igor S. Ivanov, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, told the Council the inspectors must be provided with all possible assistance, as it was on the basis of their work that the 15-national body could make an enlightened conclusion. There is movement in the right direction, he said, urging Baghdad to continue its cooperation with international inspections. The Council had a unique opportunity to solve the problems by peaceful means. Force could be resorted to only when all other means had been exhausted.

Foreign Minister Luis Ernesto Derbez of Mexico said hearing today’s reports reconfirmed his confidence in the inspections. If the inspections had not yielded the expected results thus far, it was the obligation of the Council to ensure that the inspections fulfilled their intended mission. Iraq must make full use of the final opportunity presented to it. The damage the conflict was having could be seen in increased political polarization, and a global economy that was suffering from uncertainty. Iraq’s disarmament and an end to its non-compliance would help bring about an end to that situation. 

Ambassador Mamady Traoré of Guinea said he advocated continued inspections, although not indefinitely. A reasonable additional time period would help yield consensus and bring together the different views around the Council table. He was concerned about the tension in the international community around the crisis and urged a direct and constructive dialogue among those with differing views in order to move beyond that tension, which could deal a harsh blow to the United Nations system. The Council must continue working together as one to attain its goal.

Pakistan’s Ambassador, Munir Akram, said it was understandable that the patience of some important members of the Council was running out. The intention of resolution 1441 was that the process of discovery and destruction of weapons of mass destruction would be accelerated. At the same time, he noted the call for caution by several Member States. The Council could still unite around the need to secure the elimination of weapons of mass destruction through peaceful means. All people of good will desired that all peaceful means be exhausted before the Council decided to bring force into play.

For his part, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon emphasized the need for the Council to continue to safeguard its unity and cohesion. The progress made by the UN inspectors’ recent mission to Baghdad reflected a noticeable change in Iraqi attitude. Further non-compliance with the demands of the Council would be one violation too many, and Iraqi authorities would leave the Council no other choice but to adopt, in unity, appropriate measures to have its decisions respected.

Angola’s Ambassador, Ismael Abraão Gaspar Martins, said today’s report provided a beacon of hope that it might be possible to save the world from an imminent conflict.  The collective efforts of the Council, combined with military pressure, increased Iraq’s level of cooperation with the inspectors. Simultaneously, that had advanced the cause of multilateralism by translating the consensual will of the international community to disarm Iraq, peacefully and with determination.

Ambassador Stefan Tafrov of Bulgaria said unfortunately, the Iraqi authorities were still in material breach of resolution 1441. All should realize that it is up to Iraq, not the inspectors, to prove unambiguously the absence of weapons of mass destruction. Bulgaria remained in favour of a peaceful settlement, but active cooperation by Iraq was indispensable. All types of pressure, political and military, should be exerted on Iraq, in order to achieve the goals set by the international community. A peaceful solution was still possible, if Iraq wilfully disarmed, as required by resolution 1441.

Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of Germany said inspectors must be given time to complete their mission. All possible options for resolving the Iraqi crisis by peaceful means must be explored. He strongly supported the proposals of France to increase the number of inspection teams and improve the technical resources at their disposal, for they helped ensure a response more appropriate to the size of the task. Military action against Iraq would endanger the stability of a tense, troubled region. The consequences to the near and Middle East would be catastrophic.

In concluding the debate, the Permanent Representative of Iraq, Mohammed A. Aldouri, said the inspectors had found no evidence contradicting Iraq’s declaration, or bolstering the assertion of the United States on the presence of proscribed weapons programmes or of proscribed weapons themselves. He said that the Council should follow the vast majority of United Nations members by giving the inspectors all that they needed to undertake their tasks, leading to peace and not war. He also called on the Council to consider lifting the unjust embargo against Iraq.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

14 February – As the Security Council met in New York to hear an update on the inspections process in Iraq, UN monitors on the ground continued to carry out visits today to various facilities around the country.

According to a UN spokesman in Baghdad, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) sought a private interview with a senior Iraqi scientist yesterday evening. “The scientist showed up for the appointment alone but declined to be interviewed under the UNMOVIC format,” said Hiro Ueki. “The interview therefore did not proceed.”

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC chemical team continued the process of destroying mustard from the artillery shells and containers. “Its main activity today was to take samples to determine if mustard reacted to the extent expected,” Mr. Ueki said. “Preliminary results show that the destruction process has been successful so far.”

Approximately 50 kilometres outside of Baghdad, an UNMOVIC biological team performed an aerial inspection of the Chemical Corps School. Two other biological teams visited four sites – recently declared by Iraq – in and around the capital.

Yesterday, a Mosul-based multidisciplinary team carried out a preliminary inspection of the Hadr Ammunition Storage Facility, an army storage site and that primarily contains all types of small arms and artillery munitions over an area of 100 square kilometres. The team inspected a number of selected bunkers and warehouses, Mr. Ueki reported.

* * *

Middle East

14 February – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today welcomed the announcement by Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat that he intends to appoint a Prime Minister and also that he fully embraces the so-called road map of the diplomatic Quartet.

A statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan said the Secretary-General believed that these were two very important steps towards restarting the Middle East peace process.

“The Secretary-General looks forward to working with a credible and fully empowered Palestinian Prime Minister,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said. “He believes it is now essential for the Palestinian Legislative Council to meet as soon as possible, so that Mr. Arafat can bring his nomination forward; and he urges both parties to do everything necessary for that to happen.”

The Secretary-General also noted the importance of this move in advance of meetings in London next week between the parties and key members of the international community to discuss donor assistance and Palestinian reform, Mr. Eckhard added.

The envoys from the Quartet – which comprises the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – will also convene during this set of meetings.

* * *
Palestinian rights

14 February – With its continuing spiral of action and counteraction, the conflict between the Palestinians and Israelis remains “extremely dangerous,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan warned today in a message to the opening of the annual session of a United Nations committee on Palestinian rights.
“Let us not to fall into the trap of imagining that it can not get any worse. It easily can,” the Secretary-General said in a statement to the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, which was delivered on his behalf by UN Chef de Cabinet Iqbal Riza.

Outlining the steps needed to realize the vision of a two-state solution, the Secretary-General stressed that there was broad consensus supporting the “road map” of the diplomatic Quartet – comprising the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States.

That plan, the Secretary-General said, aims to help realize the vision of two States, Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace, and is intended to achieve a settlement founded on the basis of several past agreements.

“The road map is performance-based and hope-driven, with clearly defined phases and realistic timelines and target dates,” he said. “Achieving this objective will require great patience and tenacity on the part of all involved.”

The Secretary-General also underscored the importance of international help and pledges so that UN agencies, including the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), can continue their efforts. He noted that UNRWA is facing an especially severe financial crisis and called on donors to contribute generously in this time of acute hardship.

“The outlines of a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region are clear,” the Secretary-General said. “But peace cannot be imposed on the parties. Nor can a lasting solution be found by force. It must be achieved through a political process that takes the legitimate aspirations of both peoples fully into account.”

* * *

Cyprus

14 February – Following consultations this week in New York, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser for Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, returned to the island today in time to host a meeting of the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, and the Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides.

Upon his arrival at the airport, Mr. de Soto told reporters that the timing of the Secretary-General’s forthcoming trip to the region was no coincidence. “The deadline for the need to complete an agreement by the end of the month is a very real one, and it is not a deadline that has been imposed by the Secretary-General,” he said.

The Secretary-General, Mr. de Soto added, “believes that a settlement by then is a real possibility and he wants to make every effort that is at his disposal and within his reach to help the Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots bring about this goal.”

* * *

WFP/UNHCR


14 February – The United Nations today warned that the fate of more than 1.2 million refugees in Africa was uncertain due to a lack of funding which has forced the UN’s lead food programme to curtail much-needed food aid.  


The warning, issued jointly by the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), comes amid growing concerns that a potential conflict in Iraq may distract the attention of donor nations from the pressing needs of millions of refugees on the African continent. 


“As new emergencies arise, the interest in these long-standing cases tends to fade, leaving refugees on the brink of hunger,” said WFP Deputy Executive Director Jean-Jacques Graisse.


Some of the refugees are already receiving only half of their normal monthly food rations. WFP urgently needs 112,000 tons of food worth an estimated $84 million over the next six months to avert severe hunger among refugees.


UNHCR officials warned that shortages of food and other relief items will make it more difficult for the agency to protect refugees, particularly women and children, from all kinds of abuse and exploitation.


“Refugee children risk being sent out to work to supplement the family’s reduced rations while women and girls may be forced to engage in exploitative relationships,” warned UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner, Kamel Morjane.


Stocks of food commodities in many countries are expected to run out by the end of March unless new money comes in. Major interruptions in the food pipeline for one or more of the basic food commodities are feared in Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Algeria and Sudan – Africa’s main refugee-hosting nations.

* * * 

Côte d’Ivoire 

14 February – With tens of thousands of Liberian refugees in limbo as fighting breaks out at home and harassment intensifies in Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations refugee agency today continued to press for neighbouring countries to accommodate Liberians who cannot return home despite the Ivoirian crisis.

The continuing political uncertainty in Côte d’Ivoire and throughout much of West Africa has prompted an increasing number of the estimated 30,000 to 40,000 Liberian refugees still caught in the fighting to seek immediate repatriation or evacuation to neighbouring countries, according to a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

“We have been pressing countries in West Africa to accommodate Liberian refugees who cannot return to Liberia, but so far, there have been no positive responses,” Peter Kessler said in Geneva. “In the meantime, over the past two days, there have been demonstrations at our office in Abidjan by Liberian women and children demanding that they be evacuated immediately. They say they were harassed by combatants and by host populations.”
Around 10,000 of the refugees in Côte d’Ivoire are either in Abidjan or in the Nicla camp outside Guiglo and the Tabou area, both in southwestern Côte d’Ivoire, and are demanding immediate evacuation. The nearly 7,000 terrified Liberians stranded at Nicla are unable to return home because of their ethnic background and known opposition to the Liberian government, according to Mr. Kessler. 

            Complicating the problems caused by instability in Côte d’Ivoire is the continuing instability in Liberia itself. Over the past week, intensified fighting in the northern part of the country has prompted an influx of Liberian refugees into Sierra Leone. On Thursday, 1,800 Liberians were reported to have crossed into the Sierra Leone border towns of Gendema and Sulima. Several thousand more were reported to be on their way to Sierra Leone.

* * *

Secretary-General

14 February – Nations working together “can make a difference” in overcoming the challenges facing the world, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message to a Nobel Peace Prize forum in the United States.

“The work for peace is far too important to be left only to politicians, diplomats and bureaucrats. It is the work of a partnership that must engage everyone,” Mr. Annan said in a statement to the fifteenth Nobel Peace Prize Forum taking place today and tomorrow at Concordia College in Maine.

The message, delivered on his behalf by Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the Secretary-General’s High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States Countries, was also given to the eighth annual Nobel Peace Prize Festival yesterday at Augsberg College in Minnesota.

The Secretary-General highlighted the challenges confronting the world, including the prospect of war in Iraq, nuclear proliferation in the Korea peninsula and the conflict in the Middle East and Côte d’Ivoire. He also pointed to the worldwide AIDS crisis and the food shortages in southern Africa and the Horn of Africa, saying as many as 30 million are at risk of a food crisis.

Throughout it all, the Secretary-General said he remained hopeful. “I am still an optimist,” he said. “We should not see this as an age of threats, but as one that a time that offers many new and exciting opportunities. And the world has instruments that are well-placed to deal with these problems, and foremost amongst them is the United Nations itself.”

* * *

Iran

14 February – A team of United Nations experts on arbitrary detention is set to begin a two week field mission in Iran that will include meetings with judicial magistrates as well as visits to several of the country’s prisons. 

The five independent experts of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention will head to Iran tomorrow, at the invitation of the Government. During the field mission, which lasts until 27 February, the Group will visit the Evin prison in Tehran and detention centres in Isfahan, Shiraz and Yazd. 

The delegation, headed by Louis Joinet of France, will also meet with members of the Ministries for Foreign Affairs, Interior, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs. Meetings are also scheduled with authorities of the Judiciary and with Magistrates of the Supreme Court of Justice and of the Penal and Revolutionary Courts, as well as with authorities of the Attorney-General Office and of the prison system. The mission will also hold discussions with members of the Islamic Human Rights Commission, and representatives of non-governmental organizations. 


The Commission on Human Rights established the Working Group in 1991 to investigate allegations of arbitrary deprivation of liberty. Since then the panel has carried out fact-finding missions to Bahrain, Bhutan, China, Indonesia, Mexico, Nepal, Peru and Viet Nam. It has also visited Australia, Romania and the United Kingdom to look into the handling of “unauthorized arrivals”, immigrants and asylum-seekers.

* * *

Information technology

14 February – The second in a series of United Nations-backed preparatory conferences laying the groundwork for the first-ever global summit on communication technology, is set to begin considering ways to close the gap between the information “haves” and “have nots.”   

The second meeting of the preparatory committee for the two-phase World Summit on the Information Society – to be held in Geneva 10-12 December 2002, and in Tunisia in 2003 – kicks off Monday in Geneva. Participants will begin consideration of a draft declaration and Action Plan on ways to bridge the “digital divide” created by the explosion of new information and communication technologies during the past two decades. The declaration and Action plan will be submitted to world leaders expected to attend the Summit.

This session of the preparatory committee will run through 28 February, and include, during its opening week, a number of workshops, panels and discussions which will focus on critical issues to the development of an information society for all.

* * *

Tobacco Convention

14 February – A groundbreaking moment in public health history is just around the corner as final negotiations get underway on a global treaty – the first-ever under the auspices of a United Nations agency – aimed at curbing the advertising, promotion, sales and smuggling of tobacco products.

The sixth and final round of negotiations for the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) begins next week in Geneva when countries meet from 17 to 28 February to finalize the landmark agreement on international tobacco regulations.

The convention is part of a global strategy to reduce tobacco-related deaths and disease spearheaded by the UN World Health Organization (WHO). When in force, the treaty will include international rules on tobacco taxation, smoking prevention and treatment, illicit trade, advertising and promotion, and product regulation.

Ahead of the upcoming negotiations, WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland stressed the effectiveness of the convention’s broad regulatory strategy, saying that a big part of the solution to the tobacco epidemic lies in promoting “stop-smoking” programmes, raising tobacco taxes, increasing education, banning tobacco advertising and cracking down on smuggling.

WHO member states are expected to reach consensus on a final text to be submitted to the World Health Assembly for adoption in May. A key aspect of the negotiations is the issue of a total ban on tobacco advertising. The current text states that a complete ban on advertising should be the ultimate goal for signatories to the convention and encourages early elaboration of a supporting protocol on eliminating cross-border advertising and promotion.

* * * 

Southern Africa

14 February – Placing special emphasis on the urgent need for tens of millions of dollars in non-food items, the United Nations today launched in Johannesburg its mid-term review of the 2002-2003 Consolidated Appeal (CAP) for the humanitarian crisis in southern Africa.

“Not only does the UN need continued food donations over the next months, but to help get the region back onto its feet, we must see increased and immediate pledges for vital relief items such as water, sanitation and educational supplies, agricultural inputs and medicines,” said Judith Lewis, Regional Coordinator for the UN Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in southern Africa.

The humanitarian crisis, catalyzed by a lethal combination of poor harvests, HIV/AIDS, chronic poverty, deteriorating economies and poor policy decisions, continues to plague growing numbers of people in the region.

In July last year, the UN system and key partners launched a regional appeal for $611 million – $507 million for food and $104 million for non-food items – to address the humanitarian needs of 12.8 million people in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Lesotho and Swaziland.

To date, the total response amounts to just under $350 million, of which more than $320 million has been for food. If urgent, multi-sectoral measures are not taken to start tackling the HIV/AIDS pandemic and its impact on societies, according to the UN, the region will not be able to recover from the current crisis in the short-term, let alone be able to develop in the long-term.

* * *

FAO/WHO

14 February – The United Nations today launched a $40 million trust fund to help the world’s least developed countries fully participate in international debate and draw up policy guidance on food safety and trade.

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) established the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) in 1962 to set safety standards and ensure fair practices in food trade. However, many developing countries have not fully participated in the work of the CAC because of the cost involved in attending meetings and working groups. The new Project and Fund for Enhanced Participation in Codex is meant to remedy that situation.

“All countries, especially the developing countries, need to be fully involved in the international debate and in drawing up policy guidance on food safety and trade,” FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said.

The new FAO/WHO trust fund, expected to run for 12 years, will help some 120 developing countries and countries in transition increase their participation in the vital work of the Commission. The CAC currently has 168 member countries.

“This will enable all Codex Members both to improve the quality and safety of food at home, and to be more effective when trading their food internationally,” WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland said at the Geneva launch.

Food safety standards have become increasingly important in recent years, as countries faced a number of food safety crises, such as mad cow disease, dioxin contamination of animal feed and listeria contamination of milk products and ready-to-eat foods. According to FAO and WHO, appropriate food standards, when properly implemented, serve to safeguard the health of consumers and also contribute to a rule-based trading system that is predictable and non-discriminatory.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "ESOMAR" ��Google  News - ESOMAR joins UNEP� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wildlife" ��BBC- Foes urged to spare Iraq's wildlife�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Consumer" ��The Hindu - Psyching up the green consumer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "ODS" ��Asia Pulse - Philippines customs acts against illegal trade ODS�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kosovo" ��Associated Press Worldstream -  U.N. environment mission to investigate phenol spill in Kosovo�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Spill" ��UNWire -KOSOVO: UNEP-Swiss-German Team To Investigate Solvent Spill�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Change" ��The Guardian (London)  -  HEADLINE: 'Everything must change'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Syrians" ��St. Louis Post-Dispatch  -  Syrians near Iraqi border vow to fight U.S.�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Health" ��Chicago Tribune - Kenyan leader's health under growing scrutiny� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Leader" ��The New York Times -  Altered Schedule Feeds Fears Over Kenyan Leader's Health� 


*There are several articles from Indian newspapers concerning a UNEP-assisted plan to finance solar home lighting.


Daily Nation:  How UN presence benefits Kenya
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