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Aust's resource consumption among world's highest

The United Nations Environment Program says Australia's consumption of natural resources is one of the highest in the world.

UNEP chief executive Klaus Toepfer says the world is unable to sustain such consumption levels.

Mr Toepfer met with the Federal Environment Minister David Kemp today and raised the issue of consumption. 

He says if everyone had the current lifestyle of developed countries we would need two and a half more globes. 

Mr Toepfer says there has to be a slowing of consumption, through eco-labelling and market-driven innovations. 

While Mr Toepfer says the key environment issues are water and climate change, Australia's refusal to ratify the Kyoto protocol was not discussed, as they agree to differ. 

"We are to the utmost committed to bring this Kyoto protocol into force," he said.

"Climate change is not a prognosis for the future, climate change is happening now."

On the upside, Dr Toepfer says Australians rate as hightly dedicated and environmentally minded citizens.


________________________________________________________________________________________

Canberra Times (Australia)

July 17, 2003 Thursday Final Edition

      Big green tick

      SYDNEY: The United Nations gave Australians a big tick yesterday for their commitment to environmental  issues, but warned more must be done to reduce our resource consumption levels.

      The UN Environment Program's executive director Klaus Toepfer made the comments after a meeting with

      federal Environment Minister David Kemp.

      Mr Toepfer was in Australia for the Eco-Innovate 03 conference at the University of NSW.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

AAP NEWSFEED

July 16, 2003, Wednesday 11:05 AM Eastern Time

Fed: Aust gets tick for green commitment but must do more

      BYLINE: By Lisa Davies

      DATELINE: SYDNEY, July 16

      BODY:

      The United Nations today gave Australians a big tick for their commitment to environment issues, but

      warned more must be done to reduce our resource consumption levels.

      The UN Environment Program's (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer made the comments after a

      meeting with federal Environment Minister David Kemp.

      Mr Toepfer was in Australia for the Eco-Innovate 03 conference at the University of New South Wales. 

      The pair met in Sydney to briefly discuss a range of issues, but did not touch on Australia's refusal to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, Mr Toepfer said.

      He said while he was not here to hand out a report card on the government's environmental policies, he was prepared to compliment Australians on their commitment to the cause.

      "I can only repeat once more that we can praise Australian citizens quite highly; (they are) very dedicated,

      environmentally-minded citizens," he told reporters.

      But he warned the biggest problem for Australia was our high resource consumption - we rank as one of the world's largest consumers of natural resources on a per capita basis, well ahead of the UK, France, Japan

      and Germany.

      "We know of course that in Australia, in comparison to other developed countries, there is a very high

      resource consumption - if you broadened this to the rest of the world it wouldn't be able to cope," he said.

      "So we have to start ... to do more in this country, especially."

      Mr Toepfer said one way to ensure a drop in consumption levels was to create a better image for

      environmentally safe products.

      Many environmentally sound products - with less energy demands, less water usage, lower waste - were

      more expensive and devoid of rigorous testing, making them less reliable, Mr Toepfer said.

      "It's the wrong image - no-one will buy them," he said.

      "We have a social responsibility to make those products trendy for young people."

      Other major issues to be tackled internationally included better water quality, climate change and

      environmental issues for development.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Bangkok Post

July 16, 2003 

YOUNG INNOVATORS TO PRESENT REMEDIES 

      About 100 young innovators from seven Asia-Pacific countries including Thailand are attending the first

      youth forum on sustainable development, to address environmental problems in their countries and present

      ideas on how to solve them. 

      Thailand's most serious environmental concern was the degradation of natural resources due to unplanned

      tourism, Pira Pewnin, 18, a Mathayom 6 student at Suan Kularb Wittayalai, told the July 14-17 Eco-Innovate

      forum held at Australia's University of New South Wales in Sydney. 

      Exploitation of Thailand's natural resources for mass tourism had been fuelled by profit-driven motives

      promoted by the government, he said. The Tourism Authority of Thailand's newly launched Unseen in

      Thailand' campaign is likely to cause greater environmental damage than its previous campaigns because it

      encourages tourists to visit the pristine and fragile ecosystem,'' Mr Pira said. 

      Pajaree Kewcharoenwong, 18, a third-year student at Thammasat University's Sirindhorn International

      Institute of Technology, said Thai people had been dogged by air pollution problems. 

      She wanted to invent a device to collect toxic particles emitted by the industrial sector for reuse as fuel

      and fertiliser. 

      Created by a partnership between the United Nations Environment Programme, the University of New

      South Wales, and the multinational company Bayer, Eco-Innovate 2003 draws young people aged 15-23

      from Australia, China, India, Indonesia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand to discuss

      sustainable development. 

      The youngsters were selected for their outstanding ideas for tackling environmental problems in their home

      countries. 

      China's representative Yue Dong, 21, a second-year environmental engineering student at Shanghai

      Jiaothong University, created an internet-based exchange and sale system for used computers in a bid to

      reduce computer garbage. Mr Yue called on the United States to stop exporting used electronic devices to

      China, saying they soon became hazardous waste harmful to humans and the environment. 

      The Chinese government should also be blamed for failing to bar imports of old electronic equipment, he said.

      Rina Rachmawati, 22, an Indonesian student at the Bogor Institute of Agriculture, experimented with using

      the lantana camera plant (or pagagrong in Thai) as pesticide to control the potato tuber moth. However,

      she said it could only be applied in small-scale farming, thus leaving most Indonesian farmers to continue

      using chemical pesticides. 

      She urged agro-business firms to show corporate responsibility and teach farmers how to use chemicals

      wisely instead of just trying to increase their sales. 

      While there had been no scientific proof that genetically modified plants were harmful to the environment

      and humans, she said: Genetical engineering technology should be limited to inedible crops. It is better to

      keep food crops as natural as possible because nobody knows about its long-term effects on humans and

      ecological systems.'' 

      The forum also focused on educating the young delegates about sustainable consumption, how to run

      environmentally-friendly businesses, and how to transform their green ideas'' into viable projects.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu 

July 16, 2003 

CALL FOR BAN ON WASTE BURNING 

       The Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA) has on the occasion of Global Day of Action (GDA)  called for a worldwide ban on burn technologies. The day was marked by the global release of a report, "Waste Incineration: A Dying Technology''. 

      In a release issued here, it said waste burning of all kind causes emission of several Persistent Organic

      Pollutants (POPS) which poison our food chain. Citing a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

      report, it said that incinerators alone account for 69 per cent of dioxin emissions worldwide. Dioxins are

      endocrine disrupters, which impact the human reproductive system among other things. The release of the

      note countrywide coincides with the first day of the Seventh Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC 7) meeting of the Stockholm Convention on POPs now under way in Geneva. 

      The GAIA comprises 227 groups and individuals from 61 countries. In India, environmental organisations like Srishti and Toxics Link are part of this global coalition. 

      According to the release, waste incineration is a dying technology and waste treatment technology is

      unreliable and produces a secondary waste stream more dangerous than the original. As an energy

      production method, it is inefficient and is a waste of resources. "Also as an economic development tool, it is a catastrophe, which drains money out of local communities and creates scarce and often dangerous jobs,''

      says Ravi Agarwal of Toxics Link. 

      He adds, "The global resistance against incinerators and other forms of waste disposal is growing. Thus

      worldwide the incineration industry has proven itself to be phenomenally unpopular. The third world countries

      like India are witnessing a spread of this dirty technology.'' 

      International financial institutions like the World Bank Group are said to be encouraging it despite the

      violation of several multilateral environment agreement it entails. 

      In the name of technology transfer, waste incineration is not only being propagated but also subsidized in

      India through the programmes of the Ministry of Non Conventional Energy Sources and the Ministry of

      Environment and Forests. 

      The attempts by developed countries to include incinerators in the WTO list of environmental good and

      services is a case in point. A survey done in September 2002 by Srishti for bio-medical waste incinerators

      revealed that installation of incinerators in Delhi are on a constant decline but open burning of waste is

      equally hazardous. The plight of other cities leaves a lot to be desired.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

July 16, 2003, Wednesday 6:48 AM Eastern Time

African water ministers meet in Uganda

A consultative meeting for the African Ministers Council on Water has been held in Speke Resort Munyonyo,  southern suburb of Kampala with a call to conserve water and the environment, reported local newspaper  Monitor on Wednesday.

      Water ministers from Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, the Comoros, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Somalia, the Sudan and Eritrea agreed that there was a need to conserve water to keep Africa a safe place to live in. 

      Opening the four-day conference on Tuesday, Ugandan Third Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Public  Service Kajura Henry said without water, there is no environment.

      He urged the Uganda National Environmental Management Authority to ensure that chemicals and other

      residues from factories do not pollute rivers and lakes.

      Ugandan Minister of State for Water Maria Mutagamba said the forum was created to bring together

      governments and development partners to plan water usage and conservation.

      She said the meeting was in preparation for the Pan African Water Conference due in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in December this year.

      Halifa Drammeh of the United Nations Environment Program said at the opening meeting that the

      international community had joined Africa to confront the water crisis

__________________________________________________________________________________________

This Day (Lagos) 

Environment: Experts Call for Broad-Based Decision Processes 

July 16, 2003 

By Abimbola Akosile

Lagos 

Governments all over the world have been called upon to include the public in decisions

affecting the world's ecosystems and ensure greater access to information, in a bid to halt

degradation of the environment. 

At a forum last week, international experts, in a newly published report titled, "World Resources

2002-2004: Decisions for the Earth - Balance, Voice, and Power", claimed environmental failures

were too often the result of development decisions made without local information,

consultation, or support. 

The study was a joint project of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the United

Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the World Bank, and the Washington-based World

Resources Institute (WRI). 

Mr. Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of UNEP, said poor governance was the fourth-most

frequently named environmental concern by scientists contacted for the study, behind climate

change, water scarcity and pollution, and deforestation. "That put poor governance above

issues such as population change and endangered species," he said in London. 

The report stated that there is an overwhelming human dependence on rapidly deteriorating

ecosystems. One out of every six humans depends on fish for protein needs, yet 75 percent of

the world's fisheries are overfished or fished at their biological limit. Around 350 million people

are directly dependent on forests for their survival, but global forest cover is declining. 

A study of nine countries found that some progress had been made in promoting transparency,

inclusiveness, and accountability in environmental decision-making. But it also found that much

more needs to be done to improve the law and its practice. 

Thailand and Indonesia were found to have no provisions for public notice and comment on

development activities, while the level of public participation in decisions affecting the

environment in Chile, India, and Uganda were weakened by the structure of the law in those

countries. 

The United States and South Africa were found to have the most avenues for public input in

environmental decisions. The nine countries (chosen for their varied economic status) were

Chile, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Mexico, South Africa, Thailand, Uganda, and the United

States. 

Kristalina Georgieva, director of the environment department of the World Bank, said that poor

communities are particularly vulnerable to failed environmental governance because they rely

more heavily on natural resources for subsistence and income. 

"To get a world that is more sustainable, we need to make sure that the legitimate aspirations of

the poor are met," Georgieva said. "This clearly has to be done with a dramatic change in

consumption patterns as we know them today. A better world is possible, but we probably only

have a window of about 10 to 15 years to make these changes in consumption patterns." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

CNN

U.N.:World can't afford rich China

SYDNEY, Australia (Reuters) --China's ambitious economic growth plans are environmentally unachievable because the world does not have enough resources to allow its 1.3 billion people to become Western-style consumers, a U.N. official has said.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program, said China's aim of quadrupling its economy by 2020 can only occur if developed nations radically change their consumption habits to free up scarce resources for the world's poor.

"Quadrupling the GDP of a country of 1.3 billion, can you imagine what are the consequences if you go in the same structure as was done in the so-called developed countries?" Toepfer told reporters during a visit to Sydney Wednesday.

He said that if China had the same density of private cars as, for example Germany, it would have to produce 650 million vehicles -- a target that environmentalists say the world's supply of metal and oil would be unable to sustain.

"It's not a question whether you are devoted to nature or whether this is an emotional topic. This is the rationality of economics," Toepfer said.

China's gross domestic product, or GDP, grew eight percent last year and the government expects it to expand another seven percent in 2003.

Toepfer was in Australia to attend a conference of young environmentalists from Asia, discussing ways of changing consumer habits so that precious resources such as water are conserved.

He said the world's approach to resource use was going through a significant phase with slow economic growth persuading governments in Europe and North America to aggressively try to stimulate consumption.

While senior Chinese officials appeared to be fully aware of the constraints the environment placed on their economic plans, Toepfer said more work needed to be done in developed nations to make environmentally friendly products "trendy" and mainstream.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

New Fund Uses Kyoto Protocol to Aid Poor Communities 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, July 16, 2003 (ENS) - A new fund that will reduce  emissions of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide and at the same time use carbon finance as a development tool to benefit the least developed countries was set in motion on Tuesday. The Community Development Carbon Fund will support initiatives in fields such as renewable energy, energy efficiency,  and solid waste to energy conversion. 

                      The fund will provide financial support to small-scale greenhouse gas reduction projects in the least developed countries and to poor communities  in developing countries. These communities will get development dollars, and participants in the fund will receive carbon emission reduction credits for  reductions in carbon emissions. 

                      The World Bank created the Community Development Carbon Fund (CDCF) in collaboration with the United Nations Climate Change Secretariat and the International Emissions Trading Association. 

                      At a media briefing at its Washington headquarters Tuesday, the World Bank announced commitments to the fund of US$35 million from both public and private sector participants, as part of a US $100 million package. 

                      So far, contributors include the governments of Canada, Italy, and the Netherlands, Japanese companies such as Daiwa Securities SMBC, Idemitsu  Kosan, Nippon Oil, and Okinawa Electric, BASF of Germany, and ENDESA of Spain. 

                      A number of other companies and governments are expected to announce  their participation over the next several weeks, the World Bank said. 

“The threat that climate change poses to people’s efforts to move out of poverty is of particular concern                                      to the World Bank,” said Ian Johnson, World Bank vice president for sustainable development. 

                                      “Payments for environmental services through innovative funds like the Community Fund, open new  possibilities for environmentally responsible development," Johnson said. "We are demonstrating that dealing with global issues like climate change can have profound positive impact at the community level.” 

                      The new fund will operate through the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) of the Kyoto Protocol, the 1997 agreement to limit the emission of greenhouse gases responsible for global climate warming. 

                      Eggert Voscherau, vice chairman of the BASF Board of Executive Directors and the chemicals manufacturing company's industrial relations director, said  BASF will benefit from using the new fund and so will poor communities. "By  participating in the CDCF, we want to emphasize our stance on sustainable     development and the mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol. At the same time, we can help improve quality of life in some poorer parts of the world.” 

                      “Italy looks forward to working together with the World Bank and other participants in this innovative partnership,” said Corrado Clini, director general of the Ministry for the Environment and Territory of Italy. “It will allow Italy to reduce the costs of achieving its Kyoto [Protocol] commitments, while at the same time promoting the protection of the global environment.” 

                                      The Clean Development Mechanism, one of three flexibility mechanisms of the protocol, allows the 37 industrialized countries governed by the protocol to meet some of their greenhouse gas emission reduction commitments through projects in the developing world. 

                                      The Kyoto Protocol is poised to enter into force once the Russian Federation ratifies it, bringing the total of the industrialized group’s carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions to over 55 percent of that group's emissions in 1990, a trigger for the protocol to take effect. 

                      After remaining silent for months on the question of whether or not Russia will ratify, the Russian leadership today indicated that ratification is just around the corner. Today in Moscow, Russian President Vladimir Putin discussed preparations for ratification of the protocol with Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov, RIA Novosti reported. 

                      Recent carbon market research done by the World Bank shows that although  the market for carbon emissions more than doubled in the last year, only 13 percent of direct private sector carbon emission reduction investment went to developing countries, and none to the least developed countries. 

                      “Countries like mine will be hardest hit by climate change, and yet these same countries have until now, been bypassed by the carbon market,” said Emily Ojoo Massawa, climate change coordinator of enabling activities in the National Environment Management Authority of Kenya. 

                      The CDCF will link private investors with community development projects, so that there are equitable benefits under the Kyoto Protocol, benefits that also go to the poorest of the poor,” Massawa said. 

                      A project proposed for Kenya would reduce CO2 emissions and raise tea growers’ income, by switching from fuel oil for tea drying, to biomass fuels. Some 80 million liters of fuel oil would be replaced by wood fuel annually, adding to the growers’ profits by reducing their energy bills by 66 percent a year, and avoiding 240,000 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent annually from being pumped into the atmosphere. 

                      The effect this switch would have on Kenya's dwindling forests was not mentioned by the World Bank. 

                      But the bank intends to create another new fund to provide carbon finance to demonstrate and test projects that sequester or remove greenhouse gases in forest and agricultural ecosystems. The BioCarbon Fund, expected to be operational sometime this fall, will aim to deliver cost effective emission reductions while promoting environmental benefits, such as the conservation of biodiversity, the reduction of poverty and opportunities for adaptation to climate change. 

                      Since 2000, the World Bank Group, through its Prototype Carbon Fund, has pioneered the development of project based flexibility mechanisms to generate potential greenhouse gas emission reduction credits. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY MAIL (London) 

July 15, 2003 

DUCKS AHOY! 

 THEY were designed for nothing more arduous than floating in the bath. 

      Instead, they have spent the past 11 years bobbing thousands of miles across some of the planet's most

      inhospitable seas and around a polar icecap. Now they could be about to hit dry land at last - in Britain. 

      Stand by for the arrival of the great toy duck armada. From Cornwall to the Outer Hebrides, beachcombers and holidaymakers are scanning the shoreline for signs of these sturdy plastic survivors from a      long-forgotten maritime accident. And no one is keener to hear that they've arrived than the oceanographer      who has been following their progress for more than a decade. 

      It was on January 10, 1992, that a container ship travelling from Hong Kong to Tacoma, Washington, ran

      into a heavy storm somewhere near the International Date Line which bisects the Pacific Ocean. 

      A dozen 40ft containers were washed off its deck, including one that broke open and disgorged 29,000

      plastic toys yellow ducks plus blue turtles, red beavers and green frogs. 

      Once the owners had received their cheque from the insurers, no one thought much more about it. Until,

      that is, a local reporter in Sitka, Alaska, noticed a strange phenomenon. 

      Several residents in his remote community of 7,500 souls had started collecting small plastic toys which they  had found on the beach in alarming numbers. 

      He mentioned this to a friend, Dr Curtis Ebbesmeyer, a Seattle-based oceanographer who specialised in

      tracking oil spills and sewage movements. 

      Just two years previously, Dr Ebbesmeyer had followed the path of 80,000 Nike training shoes which had

      also gone overboard in the Pacific, many of them ending up on the West Coast of the U.S. (he has a pair of  them to this day). 

      Using similar calculations and historical evidence, he began working out a trajectory for the plastic ducks,

      concluding that some would fetch up in Hawaii (which they did), while others would be drawn through the

      Bering Strait, between Alaska and Siberia, and into the Arctic Ocean. 

      AFTER a slow grind through the ice-floes around the North Pole, they would then pop out somewhere past  Greenland, head down into the North Atlantic and thence to the Atlantic shores of North America and Britain some time around now. 

      Thus far, Dr Ebbesmeyer's calculations have proved startlingly accurate. 

      And that is why he expects the ducks to start landing soon. 

      'The ducks are likely to be bleached white rather than their original yellow, which is hardly surprising since they have been at sea for 11 years,' he tells me from his Seattle home. 

      'The problem is that many people may just see a plastic toy and think it's junk, but these ones all have "The First Years" written on the front. If you see one of those, it's vital data.' He thinks they are likely to come  ashore in hundreds rather than thousands, and that they may pop up on any British or Irish beach exposed  to the Atlantic. 'They have become cult items in Alaska, and the same could happen in Britain,' he says. 

      A children's book has already been written about the ducks and I suspect they would make rather a good

      cartoon film, too. 

      Dr Ebbesmeyer, who funds his own research, hopes that the comic tale of the ducks will help to highlight a

      more serious issue - the threat from the lethal manmade 'icebergs' now littering our oceans. 

      'Oceanographers are so busy looking at the bottom of the sea that they often overlook the surface. Every

      year, about 10,000 of these huge containers go overboard. 

      'At any one time there are hundreds drifting in the Atlantic. If they don't sink, they float just below the

      surface, barely visible with a corner poking out, like an iceberg.' He points out that they have no tracker

      devices, and don't appear on satellite images. It was, he notes, a container that nearly did for Ellen

      MacArthur in 2001 when her yacht, Kingfisher, struck one in mid-Atlantic and suffered serious damage. 

      And the contents can be just as dangerous as the containers. 

      'We've had a container spill ten million shopping bags into the sea. Sea turtles come along, think they're

      jellyfish and try to eat them - then choke to death.' To make matters worse, the maritime industry is

      notoriously secretive about any losses. After all, what freight company likes to tell the world it has lost a

      client's cargo? 

      One honourable exception, Dr Ebbesmeyer points out, is Nike. 'I don't know why, but shoe containers are

      always being washed overboard. Walk along any beach and you will find a shoe every mile. 

      'But Nike are the only ones who tell us when it happens. The only annoying thing is that they don't tie the

      laces together, so you never find a pair. 

      'When that 1990 cargo got washed up, there were "meetup" parties all along the West Coast for people

      wanting to swop single shoes to get a pair. 

      You just dry them out and they're fine.' HE ADDS that 33,000 trainers went into the sea off the Californian coast last December and have now been spotted heading for Alaska. 'They're on the same course as the  ducks. I have no doubt you'll be getting a few in Britain eventually.' In 30 years of plotting currents and

      drift, Dr Ebbesmeyer has had some macabre assignments, including a few murder investigations. 

      'A few years ago, the police found a headless body at the foot of a cliff and the head 70 miles away. They

      wanted to know if this was a reasonable drift. I determined that it was.' He is also still trying to identify the one-armed skeleton found in a survival suit on a Hawaiian beach in 1981. 'We worked out he was an oil driller with no left arm below the elbow who had been lost off Alaska in 1979, but no one seems to know him.' Over the years, he has built up a loyal army of beachcombers from all over the world, who swop information on his website, www.beachcombers.org. 

      And Dr Ebbesmeyer has come to regard Cornwall as one of the most productive places in the world. 'About   30 per cent of trash washed up on Britain's Atlantic beaches comes from North America, and a lot of it ends  up in Cornwall.' One of his favourites, reported by a Cornish friend, was a sign from Newfoundland that read 'Bridge Washed Out'. 

      And he is thrilled that he has now solved the riddle of a mysterious speedboat found abandoned off Land's

      End last month. From the barnacles on the hull and the maker's serial number, he has discovered that it was a tender that fell from a luxury yacht in an Atlantic storm in 2000, and then drifted around the ocean for      three years and 9,000 miles. 

      Dr Ebbesmeyer will be even more excited, though, if someone finds one of his beloved ducks. 'If you hear of one, do let me know. Just imagine if someone found two together! 

      Now that would be awesome.' 

      IF YOU find one of the plastic ducks, please call 0207 938 6789.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

'Gender-bender' threat to marine life 

     By Helen Briggs 

     BBC News Online science reporter 

     A water-borne chemical is causing oysters to develop into hermaphrodites, which cannot breed, according to British scientists. 

     The pollutant could affect other marine life and further research is needed to find out if it can harm people, say ecologists at the University of London. 

     The substance, nonylphenol - a breakdown product of spermicides, cosmetics and detergents - is discharged through the sewerage system and is  widespread in the aquatic environment. 

     It is a so-called endocrine disruptor - a chemical that can mimic hormones and disrupt normal sexual development. 

     The researchers looked at the effect of the chemical on Pacific oysters (Crassostrea gigas ) raised at a commercial hatchery in Whitstable, Kent. 

     It caused death and abnormalities in developing embryos and larvae at  "environmentally realistic" levels 10 times below the safe limit set by the UK Environment Agency, they say. 

     Of those that survived, almost a third became hermaphroditic - they possessed  the reproductive organs of both sexes. 

             It is an oestrogen mimic and therefore, when present in   the body, it is an impostor 

             Dr Susan Jobling 

     "These results are worrying," says lead researcher Helen Nice, "not only because of the damage to the oysters themselves, but also because this chemical may well be affecting other organisms sharing their environment." 

     She says it is vital that effects on vulnerable developmental stages should be considered when chemicals are screened. 

     "We clearly need further research to find out exactly what harm this chemical does and if it can harm people," she adds. 

     Food web 

     The Pacific oyster is one of two species of oyster marketed in the UK and throughout Europe. 

     Professor Michael Thorndyke, who supervised the research, says other types of oyster, as well as molluscs and crustaceans, may also be at risk. 

     "It has important implications for the numbers and types of animals in the marine environment  because it could affect diversity," he says. 

     Susan Jobling of London's Brunel University, a leading researcher in the field, says  nonylphenol is known to interfere with reproduction in fish. 

     "It is an oestrogen mimic and therefore, when present in the body, it is an impostor," she told  BBC News Online. 

     The Environment Agency says the current environmental quality standard for the chemical is being re-negotiated taking into account any new science and evidence. 

     "Of extreme importance is the fact that this chemical has been very largely and effectively phased out of use now because of its known endocrine disrupting potential," says a  spokesperson. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Oil Fouls Russian World Heritage Beaches 

                      KALININGRAD, Russia, July 16, 2003 (ENS) - Oil seeping from a sunken Chinese cargo vessel has been washing up on the environmentally sensitive shores of a Russian World Heritage site near Kaliningrad, Russian officials said today. 

                      The Curonian Spit, a long, narrow strip of sand that forms a lagoon along the  Baltic Sea coast, was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2000. 

                      Oil from the Chinese vessel has polluted 70 kilometers (43 miles) of beaches near the resort towns of Baltiisk and Zelenogradsk, as well as the township of Kulikovo. 

                      Tatiana Grin, head of the Kaliningrad specialized maritime inspectorate, told RIA Novosti today that oil from the Chinese ship Fu-Shanghai, which sank  two weeks ago off the Danish island of Bornholm, is showing up on the Curonian Spit, to the alarm of environmentalists and vacationers. 

                      Local environmentalists have  warned that it will not be possible to remove oil from the spit without                      damaging it, but Grin said 317 kilograms (817 pounds) of fuel oil and 700 kilograms (1,540 pounds) of                      an oil and sand mixture have already been collected. 

                      The popular Curonian Spit beaches will be clean enough for swimming within  the next few days, she said. 

                      The Chinese vessel sank after a collision with a Cypriot container ship on May 31. Danish and Swedish rescue services evacuated all 27 Fu Shanghai crew members. The cause of the collision is under investigation. 

                      The spit, created thousands of years ago by the activity of the waves against the sand, is still changing, due to the constant influence of wind, weather and waves. 

                      The entire 100 kilometer (62 mile) Curonian Spit spans Russia and Lithuania. It is a national park in both countries, and the World Heritage site includes the spit in both countries as well. 

                      Some of the highest sand dunes in Europe have formed on the spit, and elk  roam its forests, planted in the 19th century to halt the sand erosion. 

The Russian environmental advocacy group Ecodefense! says the oil washing up on  the Curonian Spit this                                                        week is a precursor of things to come if oil  exploration and development is permitted in the area. 

                      Ecodefense! has been campaigning against oil exploration near the Curonian  Spit by Russia's largest oil company, Lukoil. In an information action in Zelenogradsk on Saturday, the group warned, "Oil in the sea means oil on the beach." 

                      The oil deposit the Luckoil wants to develop is situated 22 kilometers (13  miles) from the Kaliningrad seashore, near the Lithuanian-Russian border and close to the Curonian Spit. 

                      According to a new Ecodefense! report, "Lukoil: threat to environment and democracy," this region of Baltic Sea is relatively clean and has a high level of biodiversity. Development of such sustainable industries as tourism and  fishing is possible, the group says, but the future of the whole region could  be reshaped "from an attractive sustainable tourism spot and fishing site to a devastated area." 

                      Ecodefense! complains that during the government's Environmental Impact Assessment Lukoil "illegally limited access to information about the project  and countered efforts of public to participate in assessment of the project."

__________________________________________________________________________________________ROAP Media Update – 17 July 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

Aussies get UN tick for green issues
Ninemsn, Australia, July 16, 2003 - The United Nations gave Australians a big tick for their commitment to environment issues, but warned more must be done to reduce our resource consumption levels.
The UN Environment Program's (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer made the comments after a meeting with federal Environment Minister David Kemp.
Mr Toepfer was in Australia for the Eco-Innovate 03 conference at the University of New South Wales.
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/National/story_50301.asp
ABC Online, Australia, July 16, 2003-http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s903697.htm 

China Growth Aims Environmentally Impossible – UN
Reuters, July 17, 2003  - SYDNEY - China's ambitious economic growth plans are environmentally unachievable because the world does not have enough resources to allow its 1.3 billion people to become Western-style consumers, a U.N. official said yesterday.
Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program, said China's aim of quadrupling its economy by 2020 can only occur if developed nations radically change their consumption habits to free up scarce resources for the world's poor.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/21537/story.htm 
Greenpeace urges govt to ratify POPs if it wants access to funds - Research on dioxin requires big money 
Bangkok Post, July 17, 2003 (Porpot Changyawa)  - Greenpeace has urged the government to ratify the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) if it wants to obtain a grant from the global environment fund for research on the cancer-causing dioxin, a byproduct of toxic chemicals.
Tara Buacomsri, a Greenpeace Southeast Asia campaigner, said yesterday that although Thailand has been rather successful in banning the use of the 12 toxic POPs chemicals after signing the convention in 2002, little progress had been in studies on their byproducts, which include dioxin and furan.
…``If looked at seriously I believe a significant amount of dioxin could be found in the environment or even in our own bodies, but without a proper research it is hard to know exactly how much damage it was inflicting,'' said Mr Tara.
He said the amount of dioxin being discharged by the two waste incinerators in Onnuch was the highest by world standards, according to a finding of the United Nations Environment Programme.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/17Jul2003_news28.html 

General environment news


Severe Rainstorms Hit SW China City
Guangyuan City of southwest China's Sichuan Province has been pounded by severe thunderstorms since around 3:00 a.m. Tuesday.
During the period from 3:00 a.m. Tuesday morning to Tuesday noon, precipitation in the Yuanba District, the worst-affected area of the city, reached 203 millimeters of rainfall, according to the report released by the city's disaster relief office Tuesday afternoon. 
Most areas of the district have been flooded, with the deepest floodwater at 1.2 meters.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200307/16/eng20030716_120340.shtml 

Afforestation programme to be launched 

Dawn, Pakistan, July 17, 2003 (By Our Reporter) - ISLAMABAD, July 15: The environment ministry will launch a nationwide programme to accelerate afforestation in the country. This decision was taken in an inter-provisional/inter- ministerial meeting that was presided over by the state minister for environment , Maj Tahir Iqbal (retired), here on Tuesday. 
It was decided that 46.25 million saplings would be planted throughout the country during the Monsoon Tree Plantation Campaign-2003 starting from August 12. 

http://www.dawn.com/2003/07/16/nat18.htm 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –16 July  2003

www.tierramerica.net
	Ozone Linked to Lung Cancer

	



By Mario Osava*
A scientific team led by Brazil is investigating the effects of a gas emitted by vehicles, revealing a potential new nightmare for mega-cities.
RIO DE JANEIRO - Ozone gas, which in the stratosphere forms a protective layer against the sun's harmful rays, on the earth's surface becomes a pollutant that is a threat to human health. In addition to damage it causes the respiratory system, there is strong evidence that ozone is linked to lung cancer. 

Scientists from Brazil, Britain, France and Germany have proved that intense exposure to ozone causes genetic mutations similar to those found in non-smoking persons who develop lung cancer, or 10 percent of the cases of this oncological disease in Sao Paulo, according to the Brazilian city's Cancer Hospital. 

While tobacco is the major risk factor for lung cancer, "ozone should be considered as another possible cause in urban areas," Carlos Menck, coordinator of the study and professor of microbiology at the Biomedical Sciences Institute at Sao Paulo University, told Tierramérica. 

Confirming that relationship requires further research, acknowledges Menck. But the progress made in identifying genetic alterations caused by ozone looks like yet another concern to be added to others in the world's metropolises suffering air pollution, as do Sao Paulo (more than 10 million inhabitants) and Mexico City (20 million). 

According to the research effort, ozone can trigger genetic modifications in human cells that are exposed to the gas, according to observations made of the four "letters" or chemical bases, in DNA sequences. 

Under normal circumstances, C (cytosine) is always linked to G (guanine), while T (thymine) goes with A (adenine). 

In the genes of cells exposed to ozone, these pairs are switched, or appear in a different order, similar to the cases of non-smokers who develop lung cancer, Menck explained. 

For the purposes of the study, "we exposed the DNA to a higher dose of ozone than is found in a city's polluted air," noted Soaria Calil Jorge, a genetics expert who worked on the project. 

But while people might inhale less of the gas, they do so regularly and over many years, and the ozone has a cumulative effect, she said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

Simple exposure does not immediately affect the genes because the ozone "first enters into contact with the cell membrane and does not always reach the DNA," but has a long path to follow, explained Calil Jorge. 

The study revealed the possibility that ozone might cause alterations in gene P53, which controls the cellular cycle and "induces the 'suicide' of the altered" or cancerous cells, preventing cell multiplication and potentially triggering the formation of tumors, she explained. 

Mutations of this regulator-gene are common in lung cancer patients who are not smokers, the expert added. 

The high concentration of ozone -- a molecule made up of three oxygen atoms -- is a problem in cities around the globe that suffer heavy traffic congestion. 

In 2002, Sao Paulo recorded 82 days in which ozone concentrations were above the acceptable limits, of up to 160 micrograms per cubic meter of air, says chemist María Helena Martins, head of air quality analysis at the state-run Company for Environmental Technology of Sao Paulo (CETESB). 

Through technical standards in vehicle manufacture, in place since 1986, Brazil has reduced contaminating emissions of carbon monoxide and solid particulates. 

But the ozone levels in Sao Paulo remained stable, "with no tendency to increase or decrease," noted Martins. 

Ozone is not a direct product of emissions but rather of chemical reactions involving nitrogen oxides and hydrocarbons generated from the combustion of fossil fuels, incomplete combustion or evaporation. 

Automobiles are the leading sources of these "precursor" agents of ozone, which are also emitted by gasoline service stations and some industries. 

Sunlight is essential for the chemical reaction that unites the three oxygen atoms in a process that takes several hours. This sets the ozone cycle, with the concentration in the air beginning to form at 11:00 am in the case of Sao Paulo, diminishing in late afternoon, but only on sunny days, according to Martins. 

The mass of polluted air extends over the entire metropolitan region, but winds lead to heavier concentrations of contamination in certain areas. It is not always the most heavily congested roads that are most affected, because nitrogen oxide, for example, is a precursor to ozone, but also destroys ozone, explained the chemist. 

Often the gas is concentrated over "green areas", like Sao Paulo's Ibirapuera Park, where many residents go for walks or practice sports in what they believe is "clean" air. 

CETESB maintains an air quality monitoring system that indicates which neighborhoods have excessive levels of air contamination. 

The ozone concentrations in Sao Paulo are particularly high beginning in September, when the southern hemisphere spring begins and there are fewer rains and clouds, with a strong sun prevailing. This situation extends until February or March, Martins said. 

Other contaminants, like carbon monoxide, are more severe in the southern hemisphere winter because the lower temperatures prevent them from being dispersed. 

Research shows that sustained exposure to ozone inflames the lungs, altering their elasticity, and in general irritating all membranes, thus reducing the body's capacity to fight off infections. 

· Mario Osava is an IPS correspondent

Mexico. GREENS GROW
MEXICO CITY - The Green Ecologist Party of Mexico (PVEM) has established its place as the country's fourth political force after the Jul. 6 legislative elections, winning 50 percent more votes than it did in 2000. But environmental groups say they don't expect major changes from the party, which is seen as inconsistent. 

The PVEM's growth -- capturing 6.2 percent of the votes cast -- "does not assure us anything, nor de we have much hope in the other parties, because none have clear platforms on the environment," Alejandro Calvillo, director of Greenpeace-Mexico, said in comments to Tierramérica. 

With 17 seats in the 500-member Chamber of Deputies, the PVEM lags far behind the PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party), PAN (National Action Party) and PRD (Democratic Revolutionary Party), which hold 100 to 227 seats each. 

People hear the word "green" and they think the party carries the banner of all of us who work on behalf of the environment, but the party does not represent the ecological movement, according to Calvillo. 

Greenpeace accuses the PVEM of acting superficially and with little knowledge when it comes to promote environmentally friendly laws.
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Warning of ‘danger’ in delaying troop deployment, Annan sketches plans for Liberia

*
Annan meets with envoy from Myanmar, calls for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s release

*
Secretary-General strongly condemns coup in São Tomé and Príncipe

*
UN welcomes ‘historic’ arrival of opposition leaders in DR of Congo capital

*
Security Council urges Somalis to pursue lasting peace

*
UN to send team to Iraq to help organize elections for next year

*
IAEA says looted Iraqi uranium poses no proliferation threat

*
Annan urges US, DPR of Korea to seek peaceful way out of nuclear dispute

*
UN withdraws staff from Burundi capital, continues relief work through partners

*
Fighting AIDS, TB, malaria top priority, Annan tells officials gathered in France

*
Annan pays tribute to former envoy to Sierra Leone

*
Top UN expert on indigenous people heading to Chile

*
UN agency signs agreement to help 7 European countries control rootworm

*
Secretary-General names special adviser for Global Compact

* * * *

Liberia

16 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today outlined the world body’s likely strategy to help restore order in war-torn Liberia, beginning with the arrival of a promised West African force meant to ensure calm as President Charles Taylor steps down, and possibly paving the way for troops from the United States and elsewhere.
Speaking to reporters as he arrived at UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General said the plan is for the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to send in a vanguard force of between 1,000 and 1,500 troops. Once they arrived, President Taylor would leave the country, and US and other reinforcements would move into Liberia, before a UN peacekeeping force is established for the longer term.

Mr. Annan added that he had hoped the vanguard force would be deployed at the latest by the end of this month, and said the possibility that it may take place later than that was worrying because “the longer we delay the deployment, the more dangerous the situation gets.”

He told reporters “some progress” has been achieved in making all the parties involved – including the US and ECOWAS, as well as the UN – understand what is required. He has asked his military advisers and other officers to be in touch with the US and with the ECOWAS forces to see how troop deployment might be accelerated.

Asked what would happen if Mr. Taylor did not leave the country, the Secretary-General said he was not sure that was an option, “given the commitment he has given not only to his peers, but to the whole world.”  Mr. Annan added that when he and the Liberian President last spoke, he had the impression that Mr. Taylor would accept Nigeria’s invitation to step down.

Meanwhile on the ground inside the beleaguered country, a seven-member humanitarian assessment team has arrived in the capital, Monrovia, and is talking with relief agencies to determine the security situation in preparation for the return of UN international staff.

Looting continues to be a problem in the capital, and a lack of security is preventing humanitarian agencies from having access to some 70 per cent of Liberia’s territory.

In other news, the UN World Food Programme (WFP), together with its partners, is continuing food distribution to internally displaced persons (IDPs) in and around Monrovia. Also, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and World Heath Organization (WHO), in collaboration with Liberia’s Health Ministry, have concluded the first round of polio immunization in Monrovia.

* * *

Myanmar

16 July – Secretary-General Kofi Annan met today with a senior envoy from Myanmar, voicing his concern about the safety and well being of democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and calling on the government to meet with her.

In a statement issued after a meeting at UN Headquarters in New York between the Secretary-General and U Khin Maung Win, Deputy Foreign Minister and Special Envoy of the Union of Myanmar, Mr. Annan said he expressed his “grave concern” about the welfare of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD), who have been held incommunicado since the incident of 30 May.

The Secretary-General said that during the meeting, which also included his own Special Envoy for Myanmar, Razali Ismail, he emphasized that they should be released without further delay and that it was the responsibility of the Myanmar Government to ensure the safety of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her NLD colleagues, in or out of detention.

“I remain convinced that the only way to build durable peace in Myanmar is to release the detainees, ensure their political freedoms, and begin substantive dialogue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi immediately. To that end, I requested that the Government take the initiative and meet with her,” the Secretary-General said.

“The Special Envoy promised me that he would convey these messages to Senior General Than Shwe, the Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council and Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar,” he added.

Speaking later to reporters, the Secretary-General was asked if the Security Council would take up the issue of Myanmar. “It is not an item on the Council’s agenda,” he replied, adding that he was not aware that the 15-nation body would take it up. “But I have sent a message to the General Than Shwe and now we’ll wait to see what reaction we get.”

Asked if he would refer the matter to the Council, the Secretary-General said that he did not have immediate plans to do so. “But we’ll see how things evolve,” he said. “I’m not saying it’s excluded. I think all things are going to be on the table very soon, but I have sent a message to General Than Shwe.”

* * *

São Tomé

16 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the coup d’état in São Tomé and Príncipe and called for the immediate and unconditional restoration of constitutional order.

In a statement released by a UN spokesman in New York, Mr. Annan also called for the prompt release of government officials detained during the coup.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his firm condemnation of any attempts to seize power by force,” the statement said.

* * *

DR of Congo

16 July – Two of the Democratic Republic of Congo’s (DRC) main rebel leaders have arrived in the capital of Kinshasa ahead of tomorrow’s swearing-in ceremony that will ultimately name four Vice-Presidents to a new power-sharing government, the United Nations reported today.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said that the arrival of the two Vice-Presidents, designated by the Congolese Movement for the Liberation of Congo (MLC) and the Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD), marks a historic step in the DRC peace process.

MONUC chief William Swing welcomed the development as positive and reiterated to all parties that the Mission will support every effort and initiative in favour of a successful transition leading to free, transparent and democratic elections. Mr. Swing also assured them of the support of the entire international community.

* * *

Somalia

16 July – Reiterating their commitment to a lasting settlement of the conflict in Somalia, members of the United Nations Security Council today encouraged all concerned parties to “pursue sincerely” their efforts aimed at achieving sustainable peace and reconciliation.

In a statement to the press following closed-door consultations, the Council President for July, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, said Haille Menkarios, a director in the UN Department of Political Affairs, had briefed the 15-nation body on the situation in Somalia.

Mr. Menkarios introduced Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s latest report on political and humanitarian conditions in Somalia since February. The report notes that some leaders have absented themselves from the ongoing Somalia National Reconciliation Conference at Mbagathi, Kenya, alleging insufficient representation.

Ambassador Arias said members of the Council reiterated their firm support for the ongoing Conference and “encouraged the parties to pursue sincerely their efforts aimed at achieving lasting peace and reconciliation, and expressed the hope that the Conference would come to a successful conclusion in the near future.”

In addition, the Council called on all States and concerned parties to scrupulously comply with the arms embargo against Somalia and to cooperate fully with the UN Panel of Experts in discharging its mandate.

As for the humanitarian situation, the report of the Secretary-General says the Somali people continue to struggle with chronic food insecurity, poverty, disease, drought and severely limited educational and employment opportunities.

“Members of the Council expressed their concern on the humanitarian situation in Somalia, urged the Somali parties to assure and facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance and called on Member States to respond urgently and generously to the United Nations Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for 2003,” Ambassador Arias said.

* * *

Iraq

16 July – The United Nations is sending an electoral team to Baghdad early next month to help the newly constituted Iraqi Governing Council organize elections for next year “hopefully as early as possible,” the top UN envoy to Iraq said today.

“Now, in other areas, the building of new democratic institutions, but more particularly in the political arena, the UN will be playing a very active role,” Sergio Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, told Syrian television in Damascus, where he met with Syrian President Bashar al Assad and Foreign Minister Farouk al-Shara.

Mr. Vieira de Mello stressed the world body’s humanitarian role – “If there has been no humanitarian crisis in Iraq, one keeps forgetting it is thanks to the United Nations’ work there” – and its part in reconstruction with the hosting of a conference in October where donors will support the UN in assisting the reconstruction efforts in Iraq.

Turning to the political arena, he added: “We have been active, discretely so, in the formation of the Governing Council, which is the first executive body that emerges in Iraq after the war and after the collapse of the Saddam Hussein regime.  And I have offered all Iraqi political parties the support of the United Nations in the constitutional and electoral processes that are ahead of us.

“These are areas in which the United Nations has a lot of experience and expertise that we have offered to the Iraqi partners to help them determine what the best option for the elaboration of the constitution is, in the particular circumstances, very special circumstances, Iraq finds itself in.  And we will help them also organize elections, hopefully as early as possible, in 2004,” he said. The electoral team will visit Baghdad in early August to consult with the Governing Council in this regard.

In his talks with Mr. Assad, Mr. Vieira de Mello said the Secretary-General’s report on Iraq, due to be submitted to the Security Council next Tuesday, would outline a broad range of activities for the UN in the months ahead. The UN would provide support to the Governing Council as it deliberates on the next steps of drafting the constitution, he added.

“President Bashar, as you can imagine, is very much in favour of a strong United Nations role in Iraq,” Mr. Vieira de Mello said. The Syrian leader expressed his support for the UN role in Iraq.

Mr. Vieira de Mello later left for Tehran for talks with Iranian President Mohammad Khatami and Foreign Minister Kharrazi tomorrow as part of his efforts to consult with a full spectrum of Iraqi society and regional leaders on reconstructing the country.

He met Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia last Saturday in Taif, and will be visiting other countries in the region following his briefing to the Security Council next week.

In New York, Mr. Annan said he would meet with a delegation of the Governing Council, which is coming to participate in the Security Council session.

* * *
Iraq: inspections

16 July – Uranium compounds dispersed in the reported looting of nuclear and radioactive material at the Tuwaitha complex in Iraq pose no danger from the point of view of proliferation, the United Nations nuclear watchdog agency has determined.

A team of inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), sent to Iraq for an on-site inspection last month, estimates that at least 10 kilograms of uranium compounds could have been dispersed when looters emptied and stole containers from the Location C Material Storage Facility at Tuwaitha, according to a report prepared by Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei.

The report, submitted this week to the Security Council, says a few grams of natural uranium compound could have remained in each of the approximately 200 emptied containers when upended by the looters during or shortly after the war in April, in the form of dust on the container walls or as material adhering to the bottom of folds.

“The quantity and type of uranium compounds dispersed are not sensitive from a proliferation point of view,” the report adds.

It says Mr. ElBaradei will request the United States-run Provisional Authority in Iraq “to make every effort to recover” the dispersed material and to ensure the “the physical protection and security of the entire nuclear material inventory” at other locations in Iraq where material subject to IAEA safeguards is stored.

The Tuwaitha site, which has been under IAEA seal and regularly inspected since 1991, held about 1.8 tons of low-enriched uranium and some 500 tons of natural and depleted uranium. The agency is responsible for safeguards and verification under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), of which Iraq is a signatory.

* * *

DPRK

16 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the United States and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) to find a peaceful way out of the dispute arising out of Pyongyang’s decision to produce nuclear weapons.

“I know that governments in the region, including China in particular, are trying to make efforts to work with the parties to find a peaceful way out and I would urge the parties to really engage and find a peaceful way out of this conflict,” Mr. Annan told reporters on arrival at UN Headquarters in New York.

Asked whether he had a particular recipe or prescription, he replied: “Well, I have some ideas but the parties would want to do it themselves. In fact I’ve been in touch with both parties and the US has made it clear that they would want to discuss this in a certain forum and the North Koreans have their ideas, and here the Chinese Government and others are trying to help to find a way that would be acceptable to both and to allow us to move forward on this issue.”

The United States wants to discuss the conflict in a multilateral forum with the DPRK’s neighbours, including China, Japan and the Republic of Korea, while Pyongyang is seeking bilateral talks with Washington. 

* * *

Burundi

16 July – Citing security concerns, the United Nations has withdrawn its nonessential staff from Bujumbura after days of deadly clashes between Government forces and rebels in Burundi’s capital have left scores of people dead and displaced thousands.

But according to a UN spokesman in New York, internally displaced persons (IDPs) in and around Bujumbura will continue to receive food and other assistance provided by the UN through its implementing partners.

After careful consideration of the security situation, the UN yesterday allowed for the relocation outside Burundi of all international staff not directly concerned with emergency or humanitarian relief operations or security matters.

Sunil Saigal, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Burundi, said that while the decision reflects the very serious events of last week, an improved security situation would bode well for future revisions.
The Palipehutu-Forces Nationales de Libération (FNL-Rwasa) rebel faction launched an offensive on Bujumbura on 7 July, when clashes with the Armed Forces of Burundi (FAB) erupted in the city’s southern neighbourhoods. Within days, amid mortar fire and fierce shelling, the bloody fighting had moved into densely populated areas within the city, leaving scores of people dead.

While the fighting is believed to have killed over 100 civilians, injured as many as 1,000 and displaced some 15,000 people from their homes, Mr. Saigal said last week that no accurate figure existed for the total number of injuries or deaths.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

16 July – Turning the tide on AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria is a priority second to none, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message to government ministers gathered in Paris for an international meeting in support of a global fund to fight the devastating illnesses.

The one-day meeting hosted by the French Government features reports on progress made by countries receiving support from the Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. Championed by Mr. Annan, the Fund was set up to attract, manage and disburse additional resources to reduce infections, illness and death.

“By gathering today, you are showing your commitment to mobilizing greater support for the Fund, and ensuring that it lives up to its full potential,” Mr. Annan told the delegates in a video message.

“For the United Nations family, and me personally, turning the tide on AIDS, TB and malaria is a priority second to none. We will remain a full and committed partner in the collective struggle towards our common goal,” he stated.

Mr. Annan said the Fund is not designed to replace existing national or international efforts, but rather to fill a specific and substantial gap by providing effective and efficient financing to scale up initiatives.

“That support can take many forms,” he noted. “However you choose to do it, the biggest challenge before you is to ensure that substantial commitments are made, and new partnerships created, to enable the Fund to play its role to the full.”

Over $10 billion a year will be needed by 2005 to mount an effective global response to HIV/AIDS alone.

* * *

Sierra Leone

16 July – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today paid tribute to his former Special Representative for Sierra Leone, and once again reiterated the United Nations commitment to solidifying peace in that country.

A statement issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General said Mr. Annan was “very pleased” to receive news about the appointment of Oluyemi Adeniji as Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria.

Until his appointment, Mr. Adeniji had served since December 1999 as Mr. Annan’s Special Representative and the chief of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL). Under Mr. Adeniji’s stewardship, the Mission recovered from the crisis of May 2000, supported a massive disarmament exercise, as well as national elections, and facilitated the restoration of the Government’s authority throughout the territory of Sierra Leone.

“The Secretary-General congratulates Mr. Adeniji wholeheartedly on his important new functions and wishes to thank him for the effective leadership” he provided to the Mission, the statement said.

“As Mr. Adeniji departs, UNAMSIL, as well as the whole UN family, will continue to assist the people of Sierra Leone to consolidate peace in their country,” the statement added.

Pending the appointment of Mr. Adeniji’s successor, the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative, Alan Doss, will serve as Officer-in-Charge of UNAMSIL.

* * *
Human rights

16 July – The top United Nations expert on the human rights of indigenous people heads to Chile this Friday to kick off two weeks of meetings and discussions with government officials, civil society actors and indigenous community leaders.

Rodolfo Stavenhagen, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people for the UN’s Geneva-based Commission on Human Rights, will visit Chile at the invitation of the Government from 18 to 29 July.

With this visit, his first to the country, Mr. Stavenhagen aims to better understand the situation of indigenous peoples in Chile through dialogue with the Government, indigenous communities, civil society, the UN team in the country and other international partners.

The Special Rapporteur will start his visit in Santiago, where on Friday he is expected to deliver an opening speech at the “First International Seminar on Indigenous People in the International Context,” organized by, among others, Chile’s Ministry of Justice and the Minister of Planning (MIDEPLAN). Mr. Stavenhagen will brief participants on the latest developments regarding the promotion and protection of the human rights of indigenous peoples in the Americas.

While in Chile, the Special Rapporteur’s programme also includes meetings with senior government officials, regional and local authorities, members of indigenous communities, representatives of humanitarian, human rights and development non-governmental organizations (NGOs), academic institutions and representatives of the international community.

He is expected to visit several communities in the regions of Tarapacá, Antofagasta, Biobío and Temuco, as well as in Santiago, where he will meet with the national, regional and local authorities, indigenous representatives and groups directly assisting indigenous peoples. In particular, he will meet with representatives from the Aymara, Atacameño, Huilliche, Mapuche, Pehuenche and Rapa Nui communities.

The Special Rapporteur will also meet with members of the group “Comisión de Verdad y Nuevo Trato,” the National Ombudsman and others, to discuss the latest developments concerning his methods of work and thematic research, as well as on the key role of national institutions in promoting and protecting the human rights of indigenous peoples. His findings and recommendations will be presented to the sixtieth session of the Commission next spring.

* * *

FAO

16 July - The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today signed a $2,260,000 agreement to help seven countries in Central and Eastern Europe to control the spread of the western corn rootworm, a major threat to corn production in the region.

Funded by the Italian Government, the project aims to enable farmers to monitor and control the pests in their fields, keeping the use of expensive and potentially dangerous chemical pesticides to a minimum.

Henri Carsalade, FAO Assistant Director-General for Technical Cooperation, and Giuseppe Deodato, Italian Director-General for Development Cooperation, signed the regional agreement today in Rome.

They were joined by representatives from the Ministries of Agriculture of Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and the Slovak Republic, the recipient countries.

Over the next three years, the initiative will help the countries to develop national Integrated Pest Management programmes (IPM) to effectively manage the pest at field level and contain its spread before it becomes a major threat to corn production in the region.
This initiative is the second of its kind to focus on regional food security with support from the FAO Trust Fund for Food Security.

* * *

Global Compact

16 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed Harvard Professor and former UN Assistant Secretary-General John Ruggie as special adviser on the world body’s initiative to advance good corporate citizenship and responsible globalization.

Over the next year, Mr. Ruggie will advise the Secretary-General on the overall direction of the UN Global Compact and oversee the preparation of a high-level Leaders Meeting on the initiative at UN Headquarters in New York, tentatively scheduled for June 2004. Mr. Ruggie will work closely with Georg Kell of the Global Compact Office.

In other news, the Global Compact is convening its fourth Advisory Council meeting today at UN Headquarters. Major issues under discussion include the preparation for the upcoming Leaders Meeting, and a general review of the strategic direction of the initiative.

The Secretary-General first raised the notion of developing a “global compact of shared values and principles” in business at the World Economic Forum in January 1999. He challenged world business leaders to “embrace and enact” the benefits of global economic development through voluntary corporate policies and actions. The UN Global Compact was launched in July 2000, and sets forth nine guiding principles that focus on human rights, labour standards and concern for the environment.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman

     for the Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Liberia

           The Secretary-General, upon entering the building today, was asked about whether any progress had been

     made on Liberia, and said that some progress has been achieved in making all the parties involved –- including the

     United States and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), as well as the United Nations –-

     understand what is required.

           He said the plan is for ECOWAS to send in a vanguard force of between 1,000 and 1,500 troops.  Once they

     have arrived, President Charles Taylor would leave the country and US and other reinforcements would move into

     Liberia, before a UN peacekeeping force is established for the longer term.

           He added that he had hoped the vanguard force would be deployed at the latest by the end of this month, and

     said the possibility that it may take place later than that was worrying because “the longer we delay the deployment,

     the more dangerous the situation gets”.  The Secretary-General has asked his military advisers and other officers to be

     in touch with the US and with the ECOWAS forces to see what can be done to accelerate troop deployment.

           Asked what would happen if Taylor does not leave the country, the Secretary-General said he was not sure

     that was an option given the commitment Taylor has given, not only to his peers but also to the whole world.  He

     added that when he and the Liberian President last spoke, he had the impression that Taylor would accept Nigeria’s

     invitation to step down.

           **Liberia/Humanitarian

           On the ground in Liberia, as we told you yesterday, a seven-member humanitarian assessment team arrived in

     Monrovia, and is talking with humanitarian agencies to determine the security situation in preparation for the return of

     UN international staff to that country.  Looting continues to be a problem in the capital, and a lack of security is

     preventing humanitarian agencies from having access to some 70 per cent of Liberia’s territory.

           Meanwhile, the World Food Programme, together with its partners, is continuing food distribution to internally

     displaced persons in and around Monrovia.  Also, the UN Children’s Fund and the World Health Organization, in

     collaboration with Liberia’s Health Ministry, have concluded the first round of polio immunization in Monrovia.

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Klein, will be the guest here at

     tomorrow’s noon briefing.

           **Myanmar

           In addition to his comments on Liberia, the Secretary-General was asked today about UN efforts to free Aung

     San Suu Kyi.  He replied that he is meeting today with his Special Envoy for Myanmar, Razali Ismail, who has seen

     Aung San Suu Kyi since her arrest, and will be briefed on what the next steps should be.  He is also meeting this

     afternoon with Myanmar’s Deputy Foreign Minister, U Khin Maung Win.

           **Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

           Asked about the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s dispute with the United States, the

     Secretary-General said that he has been in touch with both parties, and he also noted efforts by the Chinese

     Government and others to help find a way forward that would be acceptable to both parties.

           We have the full transcript of his comments upstairs.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman

           We have a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the situation in Sao Tomé and Principe.

           The Secretary-General strongly condemns the coup d’état in Sao Tomé and Principe and calls for the

     immediate and unconditional restoration of constitutional order.  He also calls for the prompt release of government

     officials detained during the coup.

           The Secretary-General reiterates his firm condemnation of any attempts to seize power by force.

           Copies of that statement are available upstairs.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           From the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations Mission in the DRC, MONUC, today

     welcomes the arrival of members of the Movement for Liberation of the Congo (MLC) as well as the Congolese Rally for

     Democracy to Kinshasa.  The arrivals of the two Vice-Presidents respectively designated by the MLC as well as the

     RCD marks a historical step in the DRC peace process, said the Mission.

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General in the DRC, Mr. William Swing, welcomes this positive

     development.  He reiterates to all parties that MONUC will support every effort and initiative in favour of a successful

     transition.

           Copies of the statement are available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           Turning to the Council and its activities today, Council members are currently meeting in closed consultations.

      Under Secretary-General Jean-Marie Guéhenno presented the Secretary-General’s latest report on the United Nations

     Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea.

           That was followed by a briefing on Somalia, given by Mr. Haille Menkarios, a director in the Department of

     Political Affairs.  He presented the Secretary-General’s latest report on Somalia.

           This afternoon at 4:15, the Council will meet again in closed consultations to hear a briefing by the

     Secretary-General.  He will outline for them the discussions he held during the African Union Summit in Maputo.

           **Iraq

           Turning to Iraq, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative to that country, Sergio Vieira de Mello, is on

     his way to Iran and is scheduled to arrive there shortly.  Tomorrow, he will meet with Iranian President Mohammad

     Khatami and Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi.

           Earlier today in Damascus, he met with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and Foreign Minister Farouk

     al-Shara.  He briefed them on the latest developments in Iraq, notably the creation of the Governing Council.

           On his way into the building this morning, the Secretary-General mentioned that he would meet with the

     delegation of the Governing Council, which is coming from Baghdad on the 22nd.

           **International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

           Also, on Iraq, the International Atomic Energy Agency this week submitted a report to the United Nations

     Security Council on the Agency's completed safeguards inspection of nuclear material at the Tuwaitha site in

     Baghdad, following reports of looting at the site.

           The IAEA found that the site’s Building One, which contains a large variety of uranium compounds and yellow

     cake, had many containers missing and many others emptied, with a large area of the floor covered by uranium

     compounds.  Overall, at the Location C Nuclear Material Storage Facility at the site, at least 10 kilograms of uranium

     compounds could have been dispersed.

           The IAEA says that the quantity and type of uranium compounds that were dispersed are not sensitive, from

     the point of view of nuclear proliferation, but the Agency will make every effort to recover the missing material.

           We have copies of the report upstairs.

           **Burundi

           In Burundi today, internally displaced persons continue to receive food and other assistance provided by the

     United Nations with cooperation from local non-governmental organizations.

           The United Nations yesterday allowed for the relocation, outside Burundi, of all international staff not directly

     concerned with emergency or humanitarian relief operations.  The decision was taken after careful consideration of the

     security situation in the country.

           The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator in Burundi, Mr. Sunil Saigal, said that, while the decision

     reflects the very serious events of last week, an improved security situation would bode well for future revisions.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman

           I have another statement attributable to the Spokesman.

           The Secretary-General was very pleased to receive news about the appointment of Mr. Oluyemi Adeniji as

     Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria.  Until his appointment, Mr. Adeniji had served as the Special Representative of

     the Secretary-General for Sierra Leone since December 1999.  The Secretary-General congratulates Mr. Adeniji

     wholeheartedly on his important new functions and wishes to thank him for the effective leadership he provided to the

     United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL).

           Under Mr. Adeniji’s stewardship, the Mission recovered from the crisis of May 2000.  The Mission supported

     the massive disarmament exercise as well as national elections in Sierra Leone, and facilitated the restoration of the

     Government’s authority throughout the territory of Sierra Leone.  As Mr. Adeniji departs, UNAMSIL, as well as the

     whole United Nations family, will continue to assist the people of Sierra Leone to consolidate peace in their country.

           Pending the appointment of a successor, the Deputy Special Representative, Mr. Alan Doss, will serve as

     Officer-in-Charge of the Mission.

           **AIDS/Tuberculosis/Malaria

           Today, the Secretary-General delivered a video message to the International Conference in Support of the

     Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis (TB) and Malaria, which is going on in Paris, France.  In his message, the

     Secretary-General welcomed the initiative to mobilize greater support for the Global Fund, which has a crucial role to

     play in the fight against the devastating diseases.  “For the United Nations family, and me personally, turning the tide

     on AIDS, TB, and malaria is a priority second to none.  We will remain a full and committed partner in the collective

     struggle towards our common goal”, the Secretary-General said in the message.

           We have the full text of the message upstairs. 

           **Global Compact

           The Secretary-General appointed today Professor John Ruggie of Harvard University as Special Adviser for the

     Global Compact, as of 15 July, for a period of one year.  Mr. Ruggie, a former Assistant Secretary-General at the

     United Nations, will advise the Secretary-General on the overall direction of the Global Compact and oversee the

     preparation of a high-level Leaders Meeting on the Global Compact at UN Headquarters, tentatively scheduled for June

     2004.  Mr. Ruggie will work closely with Georg Kell of the Global Compact Office.

           The Global Compact is convening its fourth Advisory Council meeting today here at UN Headquarters.  Major

     issues under discussion include the preparation for the Leaders Meeting, and a general review of the strategic direction

     of the initiative. 

           All relevant developments and reports are available on the Compact's Web site.

           **Human Rights

           The Special Rapporteur dealing with the human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people,

     Rodolfo Stavenhagen, will visit Chile at the invitation of that Government from 18 to 29 July.

           We have a press release with more information upstairs.

           **Francophone TV

           On an in-house matter, the francophone worldwide network TV 5 is now available on the in-house television

     system, channels 28 or 32, depending on your system.  Their programme listings are available on the TV5.org Web

     site.

           That’s it for me.  Any questions from you?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  On Iraq, what other countries is Sergio Vieira de Mello planning to visit?  Number two.  There are

     reports that the United Nations will send an electoral team to Iraq.  Do you have anything on that?  When?  What

     size?  How long?

           Associate Spokesman:  Sure, on the first question, Mr. Vieira de Mello, as you know, has already visited

     Saudi Arabia, where he met with the Crown Prince.  He went to Syria.  He is now on his way to Iran.  And it’s part of

     his overall strategy to consult with Iraq’s neighbours and brief them on developments in the country.  And he is now

     expected in New York on Tuesday.  As far as the electoral assistance, we have always said that is one area in which

     the United Nations could assist the Iraqi people, but we have no hard announcement on when any mission would leave

     to go to Iraq.

           Question:  So after Iran, he is coming back to…?

           Associate Spokesman:  Yes, he returns to Baghdad Thursday, tomorrow morning, tomorrow afternoon,

     depending on his schedule.

           Question:  Concerning the United Nations, has there been any progress or involvement in the formation of a  national government in Iraq to run day-by-day business?

           Associate Spokesman:  Well, the Governing Council, which was created on Sunday, is a step towards the

     establishment of a democratically-elected government in Iraq.  And Mr. Vieira de Mello, as he is mandated, has been working very closely with Iraqi civil society, all of Iraqi society, towards that goal.

           Question:  Do you have any information about whether the National Guard in Iraq or the police force has been formed properly?

           Associate Spokesman:  What I’ve seen from press reports is that an Iraqi police force has been reactivated in a number of Iraqi cities, and they’ve been active in patrolling.

           Question:  There was a report that a mayor of one of the cities in Iraq was killed in Baghdad.  Do you have any more information?

           Associate Spokesman:  No, nothing more than what I’ve seen on the wires.

           Thank you very much. Have a good day.

                                              * *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Consumption" ��ABC - Aust's resource consumption among world's highest�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tick" ��Canberra Times (Australia) -  Big green tick�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Commitment" ��AAP NEWSFEED - Fed: Aust gets tick for green commitment but must do more�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Innovators" ��Bangkok Post - Young innovators to present remedies� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Waste" ��The Hindu - Call for ban on waste burning�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��XINHUA - African water ministers meet in Uganda�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Processes" ��This Day (Lagos) - Environment: Experts Call for Broad-Based Decision Processes� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "China" ��CNN - U.N.:World can't afford rich China�
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