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UN confirms: Russia will support Kyoto Protocol
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The information on Russia"s supporting Kyoto protocol was received on June, 16 by the Executive-Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Topfer, in Buenos Aires.
 Argentina"s Capital will hold the World"s Climate Change Conference in December.

Russia will change its vote and will support the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, said Klaus Topfer in Buenos Aires Wednesday during a meeting with the Argentine Health Minister Gines Gonzalez Garcia. According to this source, the formal announcement will be made on December, during the annual meeting on Climate Change to take place in Buenos Aires.

If Russia finally ratifies Kyoto Protocol to control the level of Greenhouse Effect Gas emission - the information could not be confirmed by the Russian Embassy in Buenos Aires so far - Kyoto Protocol would enter in force. "This is a revelation of enormous transcendence", said after the meeting Argentine Minister of Health, as praised for extraordinary results in December"s meeting.

According to official information from the UN Climate Change Committee, almost 200 countries have ratified the Rio de Janeiro document, drawn up in 1994, which gave rise to the Declaration of the Protocol of Kyoto in Japan in 1997, fixing targets for reduction in GEG emission levels for 42 nations between 2008 and 2012, relative to 1990 emission levels.

To enter in force, the Kyoto Protocol claims for the ratification of at least 55 countries taking part of the Convention, among them, developed countries responsible for the 55% of the emissions out of the total. Up to date, the Protocol has been ratified by 122 members, which explain 44.2% of the emissions. If Russia agrees, the quota would be covered.

El Nuevo Herald – Argentina

Associated Press
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Representante ONU dice Rusia acelera firma de Protocolo de Kioto




BUENOS AIRES - Rusia se apresta a firmar el protocolo de Kioto, dijo el martes el Director del Programa de las Naciones Unidas Para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Töpfer.

"Antes de diciembre es muy posible que Rusia ratifique el protocolo de Kioto", dijo Töpfer durante una conferencia de prensa en un hotel céntrico de Buenos Aires, donde participará del Primer Encuentro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente del Mercosur y sus Estados Asociados.

El protocolo de Kioto, suscrito en 1997, busca reducir las emisiones de dióxido de carbono y otros gases invernadero considerados los factores claves del calentamiento global.

Desde hace tiempo la Unión Europea (UE) insta a Rusia a que ratifique el protocolo, ya que para entrar en vigencia debe ser ratificado por no menos de 55 países que hayan representado al menos el 55% de las emisiones globales en 1990.

Ese mínimo sólo puede ser alcanzado si Rusia lo ratifica, ya que Estados Unidos y otros países clave han rechazado el tratado.

El 21 de mayo Rusia y la UE firmaron un tratado que confirma el respaldo de la Unión al ingreso de Rusia en la Organización Mundial de Comercio.

A cambio, el presidente ruso Vladimir Putin se comprometió a acelerar la ratificación del protocolo de Kioto.

Si Rusia suscribe el acuerdo, el próximo Foro Internacional sobre Cambio Climático --que se realizará en diciembre en Argentina-- será el primer paso para la adopción de una estrategia mundial para combatir el efecto invernadero y sus consecuencias en el clima.
Diario Hoy (Argentina)

Encuentros de ministros de Salud del Mercosur y América del Sur

17 June 2004

Argentina será esta semana la sede de varias reuniones en las que se debatirá la "responsabilidad" de países industrializados en el alarmante "cambio climático" en el mundo, y la búsqueda de "metas comunes" de los países en desarrollo para frenar la contaminación ambiental y el aumento de la pobreza.

De esta manera, el gobierno nacional a través del ministro de Salud, Ginéz González García, busca "un posicionamiento muy fuerte del país ante el mundo", como uno de los impulsores -con respaldo de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU)- de "la unidad de los países de América del Sur para enfrentar las consecuencias del cambio climático". 

Además, se apunta a "llamar la atención a los países más desarrollados, cuyo sistema de producción y consumo perjudica en mayor medida a los países más pobres". 

Así lo explicó el ministro González García al inaugurar hoy el "Primer Encuentro de Ministros de Salud y Medio Ambiente del Mercosur" ampliado, que incluye a representantes de Bolivia, Chile y Perú y de América del Sur. 

González García señaló que entre mañana y el viernes se desarrollarán en Buenos Aires, "reuniones políticas de trabajo para construir metas comunes" entre los países sudamericanos, frente al gran desafío que tiene la Argentina de ser la sede de la "Cumbre Mundial sobre Cambio Climático" prevista para noviembre del año próximo. 

Por su parte, el titular del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer, destacó que esa Cumbre Mundial, que tendrá lugar en Buenos Aires, será una "oportunidad histórica" para cambiar el mundo respecto a la protección del medio ambiente y mejorar la calidad de vida de los habitantes. 

Toepfer adelantó que "hay muchas posibilidades que Rusia cambie su voto negativo a favor del Protocolo de Kioto" ratificado en 1997 y que obliga a todos los países, sobre todo a los más industrializados, a reemplazar sus sistemas de producción y consumo utilizando mecanismos más "sustentables" para disminuir la contaminación ambiental y la destrucción de la capa de ozono. 

El representante de la ONU, quien llegó hoy a Buenos Aires para participar de los encuentros que se desarrollarán entre mañana y el viernes, expresó un enérgico "apoyo y colaboración de las Naciones Unidas a las autoridades argentinas por convocar a todo el mundo y dar impulso a la necesidad de eliminar prácticas que generan el cambio climático", fenómeno que alertó: "ya está entre nosotros". 

Toepfer confirmó varios "acuerdos" con el gobierno argentino para "realizar por primera vez en el mundo, estudios climáticos en el país" con el objetivo de obtener un diagnóstico sobre todo de "la contaminación ambiental que afecta la salud en zonas urbanas". 

Según el especialista, en los países en vías de desarrollo, "no hay defensa del medio ambiente sin tener en cuenta a sus habitantes y la pobreza urbana cada vez es mayor y afecta en mayor medida a las mujeres". 

El representante de la ONU detalló que entre los programas de colaboración de la ONU con Argentina, figuran "el tratamiento de desechos sólidos a nivel residencial y desechos peligrosos; un acuerdo referido al estudio del agua y un plan para mejorar la salud de la población controlando el manejo de contaminantes químicos". 

La primera reunión de esta semana tendrá lugar mañana en el hotel Sofitel (Arroyo 841) con la presencia de ministros de Medio Ambiente del Mercosur ampliado, quienes brindarán una conferencia de prensa a las 17 sobre "la producción sustentable y un proyecto sobre Foros de Competitividad de las Cadenas Productivas". 

El objetivo de este primer encuentro "buscar armonizar una posición común sobre Conservación y Uso Eficiente de la Energía", se informó oficialmente. 

"En los países en desarrollo, la protección del medio ambiente resulta una ardua tarea, dado que la pobreza y la exclusión social requieren soluciones urgentes, pero las medidas aisladas resultan insuficientes", señaló el ministro de Salud. 

El segundo encuentro será entre los ministros de Salud del Mercosur y Estados Asociados y tendrá lugar el jueves en Arroyo 841, para tratar "la política antitabática, estrategias regionales en políticas de medicamentos y de salud primaria, como la negociación regional por el precio de los antiretrovirales" para tratamientos en enfermos de SIDA. 

Finalmente, el viernes a las 16 los ministros de Salud se reunirán con el canciller Rafael Bielsa y González García en el Palacio San Martín, para analizar "el avance de las metas para el nuevo Milenio" establecidas por la ONU, que incluyen compromisos de los gobiernos para eliminar la pobreza y la desigualdad social a más tardar, en el año 2015.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

El Universo

15 June 2004

Funcionario de la ONU cree que "la naturaleza es el sostén de los pobres"
BUENOS AIRES | EFE
El director del programa medioambiental de la ONU, Klaus Toepfer, está convencido de que "la naturaleza es el sostén de los pobres" y cree que "cuidar los recursos es una buena manera de combatir la pobreza".
 
Toepfer está invitado al primer encuentro de ministros del Medio Ambiente del Mercosur, que se realizará mañana, miércoles, en Buenos Aires y que busca armonizar una posición común sobre el cambio climático, entre otras cuestiones regionales y multilaterales.
 
"Será un honor para mí estar con los ministros del Mercosur y contribuir a hacer del medio ambiente un instrumento para luchar contra la pobreza", aseguró hoy el director ejecutivo del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente.
 
En un desayuno de trabajo que compartió con el ministro argentino de Salud, Ginés González García, Toepfer destacó "el compromiso a nivel global y la cooperación" de este país en materia de protección medioambiental.
 
El funcionario consideró que "esto sin ninguna duda influyó" para que en diciembre próximo se lleve a cabo en Buenos Aires la Convención Marco de las Naciones Unidas sobre Cambio Climático, "que es de una gran importancia".
 
"Los países desarrollados son los principales responsables de la emisión de gases de efecto invernadero, pero son las naciones en desarrollo las que más sufren sus consecuencias. Por eso también es importante que la reunión se haga en Argentina", estimó.
 
Luego de señalar que si el cuidado del medio ambiente "no trae beneficios para la población casi no tiene sentido", Toepfer consideró que esta cuestión tiene una "gran trascendencia para una región como América del Sur".
 
Mañana, miércoles, se celebrará en la sede de la Cancillería argentina el Primer Encuentro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente del Mercosur (Argentina, Brasil, Paraguay y Uruguay) y sus Estados Asociados (Bolivia, Chile y Perú).
 
"No será una reunión social sino de mucho trabajo por la cantidad de propuestas y proyectos. Queremos lograr compromisos crecientes y estrategias conjuntas a nivel regional lo más rápido posible", manifestó el argentino González García, que encabezará el cónclave.
 
Además, anunció que "es muy probable que en junio de 2005 se haga aquí una Cumbre de las Américas de Salud y Medio Ambiente, que será una especie de correlato" de la cita de presidentes del continente, también prevista para el año próximo en Argentina.
 
Según Topfer, en ese tipo de encuentros "lo esencial es hablar de un uso sabio de los recursos porque la naturaleza es un poco el sostén de los pobres y es posible que los países en desarrollo puedan hacer bien lo que los desarrollados hicieron mal".
 
El experto puso como ejemplo el hecho de que "en Estados Unidos la emisión anual por habitante de dióxido de carbono es de más veinte toneladas y en Europa Occidental supera las nueve, mientras que en India es de 0,9 toneladas".
 
En ese orden, indicó que más allá de que se alcancen acuerdos o se elaboren estrategias regionales o multilaterales "el cambio climático está sucediendo ya y por eso hay que luchar ahora mismo contra la emisión de gases de efecto invernadero".
 
Además de insistir con que "cuidar los recursos es una buena manera de combatir la pobreza", Topfer dijo que "también hay una estrecha relación entre medio ambiente y salud, que en muchas ocasiones se convierten prácticamente en lo mismo".
 
Por ello, celebró que el próximo jueves también se lleve a cabo en Buenos Aires la XVI Reunión de Ministros de Salud del Mercosur y Estados Asociados, en la que se abordarán cuestiones como el control del tabaco y la política de medicamentos en el Cono Sur.
 
Para el día siguiente está prevista la realización de la III Reunión de Ministros de Salud de América del Sur, que además de los países del llamado Mercosur "ampliado" contará con la presencia de representantes de Colombia, Ecuador y Venezuela.

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Borneo Bulletin
June 16, 2004

BRUNEI: PRESERVING THE COUNTRY'S WATERS

BYLINE: Laila Rahman

BODY:


World Environment Day is celebrated annually on June 5 as it was introduced during the United Nations General assembly in 1972 in conjunction with the launch of the Stockholm Conference on Human Environment and also in conjunction with the establishment of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

UNEP is a principal agency in coordinating every activity that relates with the environment and cooperate at the international level towards managing the environment for global human peace.

World Environment Day is celebrated in various ways, which includes organising cleaning campaign, camping, tree planting, seminar, drawing competition, quiz and activities towards upgrading the public awareness about the importance of preserving the environment. 

The theme of the World Environment Day this year is "Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive".

This theme is a question asking whether we want our seas to be polluted to urge all people to preserve sea resources, which includes rivers and oceans.

The theme for the Brunei Darussalam Youth Camp this year is "Youth role in togetherness in preserving the country's sea".

The camp that commenced on June 14 will run until June 17 and is being organised by the Environment and Recreational Park Unit at the Ministry of Development.

Participants of the camp are aged between 15 and 20 from secondary schools, colleges, and other educational institutions in the country.

About 140 youth are taking part in the youth camp.

Among the objectives of the camp are to educate the youths to be more knowledgeable and appreciate the environment, to show responsibility and togetherness in preserving water resources and to inculcate them with measures and practices that can contribute towards maintaining and protecting the natural beauty of the country's sea.

Furthermore, among the youth camp activities being held at the site are to visit the Fishery Department, Meragang and Muara branch and listen to a seminar on "Conservation of Turtles" and "Red Tide".

They would also visit the Brunei Shell Petroleum, Seria.

The youth will also have the opportunity to listen to a talk made by an officer from the Environment Department of the Ministry of Development.

Organising group creativity competition, cleaning campaign and collecting rubbish at the area of Muara Beach will be part of the activities.

JOURNAL-CODE: FBBT _________________________________________________________________________________________

Vanguard (Lagos) 
Governments, Donor Agencies Renew Efforts to Eliminate Environmental Pollutants 

 NEWS
June 15, 2004 
Posted to the web June 16, 2004 
Governments, donor agencies and commercial firms from around the world met for two days last week to promote international efforts to rid the world of PCBs, one of 12 highly toxic chemicals targeted for elimination by the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). 

PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, are a class of synthetic organic chemicals that are amongst the most widespread of all environmental pollutants, found worldwide in air, water, soil, food and the fatty tissues of humans and animals. 

The financial and technical challenges of eliminating PCBs from the planet will require a vigorous partnership between the public and private sectors, said Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), under whose auspices the Stockholm Convention was adopted. 

While international donors and national governments will set priorities and invest tens of millions of dollars, commercial firms have the expertise and technologies to perform much of the actual clean-up work, he said. 

Due to their low flammability, PCBs have been used extensively in electrical equipment such as transformers and large capacitors used in power lines and major facilities. They have also been used as additives in paint, carbonless copy paper, and plastics. 

Many hundreds of thousands of tonnes of PCBs have been commercially manufactured since 1929. Annual world production peaked in the late 1960s at close to 60,000 tonnes. 

Although production is now banned under the Convention, PCBs continue to pose a risk to human health and the environment because of the wide array of PCB-containing electrical equipment still in service. Tonnes of wastes containing or contaminated by PCBs are also being held at temporary storage sites, particularly in developing countries. 

In addition, large quantities of PCBs have been discharged into soils, rivers and lakes over the years. Further releases continue to result due to accidents, the repair and decommissioning of equipment, the demolition of buildings and the continued existence of imperfectly sealed landfills and waste drums. 

The Convention, which entered into force on 17 May, 2004, gives governments until 2025 to phase out in-place equipment containing PCBs, as long as the equipment is maintained in a way that prevents leaks. It also grants another three years to ensure the environmentally sound management of PCB-contaminated wastes. 

The Convention recognizes that, for economic and practical reasons, it will take some time to completely eliminate PCBs. Equipment containing PCBs is dispersed widely across the countryside, notably along electric power-line grids. Replacing all of this equipment immediately would be impractical and expensive, especially for financially strapped developing countries. 

With the Convention now in force, it is widely recognized that the need for financing and commercial services for destroying PCBs will expand dramatically. The 9-10 June meeting, which was sponsored by UNEP and financed by the Government of Switzerland, offered donors and PCB-related industries the opportunity to discuss upcoming needs for PCB management and disposal, the international policy framework, logistical issues and available capacities for PCB storage, management, transport and disposal. 

The Global Environment Facility serves as the financial mechanism for the Convention on an interim basis and will be responsible for channelling much of the international funding for finding and destroying PCBs. 

Large numbers of people have been exposed to PCBs through food contamination. Consumption of PCB-contaminated rice oil in Japan in 1968 and in Taiwan in 1979 caused pigmentation of nails and mucous membranes and swelling of the eyelids, along with fatigue, nausea, and vomiting. 

Due to the persistence of PCBs in their mothers' bodies, children born up to seven years after the Taiwan incident showed developmental delays and behavioral problems. Similarly, children of mothers who ate large amounts of contaminated fish from Lake Michigan showed poorer short-term memory function. PCBs also suppress the human immune system and are listed as probable human carcinogens. 

PCBs are also toxic to fish, killing them at higher doses and causing spawning failures at lower doses. Research also links PCBs to reproductive failure and suppression of the immune system in various wild animals, such as seals and mink. 

Every human in the world carries traces of POPs in his or her body. POPs are highly stable compounds that can last for years or decades before breaking down. They circulate globally through a process known as the "grasshopper effect". POPs released in one part of the world can, through a repeated process of evaporation and deposit, be transported through the atmosphere to regions far away from the original source. 

Irin

OSCE promotes the Aarhus Convention 

This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations]

IRIN
©  
Environmental problems - like the dying Aral Sea - abound in Kazakhstan
ANKARA, - The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) held a workshop on Monday in the Kazakh commercial capital, Almaty, on ways of implementing the Aarhus Convention in the country. 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice about environmental issues was adopted on 25 June 1998 in the Danish city of Aarhus at the fourth ministerial conference in the "Environment for Europe" process.

"We discussed whether the [Kazakh] legislation was in line with the Convention. We made some analysis and as a result we concluded that Kazakhstan doesn't need any extra law for the implementation of the Convention," Larissa Neufeld, economic and environmental officer with OSCE, told IRIN from Almaty. 

The Aarhus Convention is an environmental agreement linking environmental rights and human rights and acknowledging obligations to future generations. It holds that sustainable development can be achieved only through the involvement of all stakeholders.

"Citizens clearly have an interest in being informed about their environment, to participate in decision-making about environmental matters and to bring alleged breaches of environmental legislation before the courts, as the status of their local environment has a direct impact on them and their children's living conditions and health," Annica Carlsson, OSCE coordinator for economic and environmental activities, told IRIN on Wednesday.

The OSCE, in partnership with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), is supporting the strengthening of public information centres or so-called Aarhus Centres throughout Central Asia and the Caucasus. 

The Kazakh Ministry of the Environment is studying a proposal to open such a centre in Almaty, similar to one which has already been operating in Tajikistan for a year, to assist the government in implementing the Aarhus Convention and provide a bridge between the government and civil society and the general public, according to the OSCE official.

Neufeld explained that the issue of access to information was also discussed at the meeting, as many officials didn't know about the provisions of the Convention. It was decided to tackle this by providing information and guidelines on its provisions for the public and for government officials.

Also aiming to raise awareness about the provisions of the Convention, the OSCE centre in the Kyrgyz capital Bishkek is organising a series of meetings across Kyrgyzstan which will involve representatives of local administrations, offices of the Public Prosecutor and the courts, local NGOs as well as parliamentarians and the media.

The seminars will take place in Osh on 17-18 June, Talas on 21-22 June and Karakol on 24-25 June with the collaboration of experts from Tajikistan and Kazakhstan who will share their experience on implementing the Convention in their countries.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

China Daily

China pandas procreating, but not out of the woods
(Agencies)
Updated: 2004-06-15 10:47
China's giant pandas are rebounding from the brink of extinction, thanks to an improved and expanded habitat, but they are not out of the woods yet, forestry officials said on Thursday. 

So many acronyms, so little time. Take the pain out of managing your music, movies, and photos. 

The first comprehensive Chinese study of the mammal since 1988 showed that more than 1,590 giant pandas now roam China's forests, and another 161 have been raised in captivity. 

The State Forestry Administration said a 1985-88 study identified about 1,110 pandas in the wild in China. 

"We can say with complete confidence that our panda protection has achieved important results," Zhuo Rongsheng, director of the Department of Wildlife Conservation under the State Forestry Administration, told a news conference. 

But pandas, known for their distinctive black and white markings, tree-climbing ability and for being finicky eaters, still face the danger of extinction. 

"With this kind of species we cannot lower our guard and think that we have solved a critical problem," said Zhuo. 

Pandas had a very specific diet, preferring the arrow bamboo, were prone to disease and had particular habitats, he said. 

Pandas are also notoriously difficult breeders and Chinese scientists have tried nearly everything to increase the population in captivity, including showing films of other pandas mating. 

The conservation group WWF, which gave financial and technical assistance to the forestry administration, said the panda study was more accurate than previous ones because it employed better counting methods. 

It discovered pandas in areas not thought to have the species, WWF said in a statement. 

"The release of this survey is important not only for pandas, or WWF, but also for the more than 1.3 billion people of China," Susan Lieberman, director of the WWF's global species program, said in a statement. 

"The giant panda is a powerful symbol of the very future of China -- the need to balance human needs and nature conservation." 

ENS

California Poised to Slash Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Vehicles 
SACRAMENTO, California, June 16, 2004 (ENS) - Greenhouse gases emitted by passenger cars and light trucks would be reduced 30 percent in 10 years under a draft proposal released Monday by the California Air Resources Board (ARB). The proposed regulation would implement state legislation passed in 2002 to cut greenhouse gas emissions, which are responsible for global warming. 

If the proposal is adopted, California would be the first state in the nation requiring automobile manufacturers to make cars that emit fewer global warming pollutants. 

"The proposal protects public health and conforms to the language and spirit of [the legislation], which requires the ARB to limit emissions from California passenger cars that contribute to global warming," said ARB Executive Officer Catherine Witherspoon. 
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Traffic on the Harbor Freeway in Los Angeles, California (Photo courtesy CalTrans)
Transportation is California's largest source of carbon dioxide, with passenger vehicles and light duty trucks creating more than 30 percent of total climate change emissions. Due to advances in vehicle technology, it is now possible to reduce such emissions without sacrificing performance or other desirable vehicle attributes. 

The ARB staff proposal identifies methods that can be used by automakers to improve the performance of car engines, transmissions and drivetrains to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to the maximum extent possible. 

It analyzes a series of technology packages that automakers could use to reduce those gases and finds that automakers can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 23 percent by 2011, and up to 30 percent by 2014, across the vehicle fleets. 

Environmentalists say California's new pollution standards could have a ripple effect throughout the country. California is the only state authorized under the federal Clean Air Act to set its own pollution standards. Other states must comply with federal standards unless they choose to adopt California standards, which are usually stricter. 

In practice, several states, particularly in the Northeast, have chosen California's pollution standards to clean up their air. 

"Once again, California is paving the way for cleaner, better cars," said Roland Hwang a policy analyst and vehicle technology expert with the Natural Resources Defense Council. "The proposed new global warming standard is part of a long tradition of finding innovative solutions to air pollution problems." 

The Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers fought the legislation, maintaining that it would greatly increase the costs of owning and driving vehicles in California. 

The trade association of nine car and light truck manufacturers - BMW Group, DaimlerChrysler, Ford Motor Company, General Motors, Mazda, Mitsubishi Motors, Porsche, Toyota and Volkswagen - says that California cars may become smaller, lighter and less powerful, and some of the best-selling models may be banned for sale in California as a result of this legislation. 

In response to these objections, the ARB staff analyzed how the proposed climate change regulation may impact the California economy. Their report anticipates higher prices for new vehivles but lower operating costs once those vehicles are on the road. 

On the freeway approaching Los Angeles (Photo courtesy Ryan Gebman)
The steps that manufacturers take to comply with the regulatory standards are expected to increase the prices of new vehicles, the ARB staff found, and their report acknowledges that the vehicle price increase will be borne by purchasers and may negatively affect businesses. 

But the ARB staff says that many of the technological options that manufacturers will choose to comply with the regulation are expected to reduce vehicle operating costs, positively affecting consumers and most businesses. 

The measure is "simply too extreme for California," the automakers objected. "It would hurt low income Californians the worst, because it would dramatically increase the costs of driving for everyone regardless of income." 

The balance of higher vehicle prices but lower operating costs will be the same for low income California residents as for those with higher incomes, says the staff, which worked with community leaders involved with environmental justice as well as with environmental and public health organizations to determine the potential effect of the regulation. 

The net effect of the regulation on the economy is expected to be "small but positive," and the ARB staff predicts "no significant adverse impact on the state's economy." 

"There will not be any impacts on the ability of California business to compete with businesses in other states, and state and local agencies will not be adversely impacted," the staff says. In fact, they are likely to realize a net reduction in their cost of fleet operations. 

Vehicle climate change emissions consist of four main elements: 

  Carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O) emissions resulting directly from operation of the vehicle

  CO2 emissions resulting from operating the air conditioning system 

  refrigerant emissions from the air conditioning system due to either leakage, losses during recharging, or release from scrappage of the vehicle at end of life 

  upstream emissions associated with the production of the fuel used by the vehicle The climate change emission standard incorporates all of these elements. 

The Air Resources Board staff estimates the average costs of technology packages for the regulation's first phase, scheduled for model years 2009 through 2011, range from $241 per vehicle for light duty passenger cars to $326 for big pickups and sport utility vehicles. 

Average costs for the rule's second phase for model years between 2012 and 2014 are expected to be $539 for light duty passenger cars to $851 for heavier vehicles. 

Staff decided to incorporate the CO2 equivalent emission standards into the current low emission vehicle (LEV) program along with the other light and medium duty automotive emission standards. 

That means there would be a CO2 equivalent fleet average emission requirement for the passenger car/light-duty truck 1 category and another for the light-duty truck 2 category, just as there are fleet average emission requirements for criteria pollutants for both categories of vehicles in the LEV program, the staff explained in its proposal. 

Zero emission fuel cell cars at the California Fuel Cell Partnership in Sacramento(Photo by Leslie Eudy courtesy NREL)
The proposed regulation will reduce climate change emissions by an estimated 85,900 CO2 equivalent tons per day statewide in 2020 and by 143,300 CO2 equivalent tons per day in 2030, the staff calculates. 

This translates into a 17 percent overall reduction in climate changes emissions from the light duty fleet in 2020 and a 25 percent overall reduction in 2030. 

Baseline emissions today are 386,600 CO2 equivalent tons per day. With the regulation, emissions in the year 2020 will be lower than today’s, but by 2030 they will be approximately the same, the proposal estimates. 

The draft proposal will be available for public comment until July 7. After that date, ARB staff will revise the proposal to take into account comments submitted by the public. The final staff proposal will be released in early August. 

Read the ARB proposal at: http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/factsheets/cc_isor.pdf
BBC

Rain harvest urged in UK gardens 
Rainwater harvesting in England's back gardens is the latest idea to save money and cut demand for water. 
The new Rainwater Harvesting Association wants people to bury a submarine-shaped tank in their gardens to catch rain off roofs. 

The saved water could be used to flush toilets as well as prevent flooding by containing excess rainwater. 

This could be useful as climate change is likely to create drier summers as well as more flooding. 

The association is being promoted by the Environment Agency, which says rainwater harvesting is particularly good for offices, factories and public buildings. 

The association said "less than 1% of the water treated by public water systems is actually used for drinking and cooking". 

Waste water 
Every time a toilet is flushed, between 7.5 and 9.5 litres of drinking water goes down the drain, the association said. 

Other wasteful examples include up to 540 litres used by a garden sprinkler an hour, and 65 litres used in a typical washing machine cycle, it said. 

The association said people would get their money back from the tank investment within as little as five years, plus there are government grants available for help with capital costs. 

The initiative comes in the week that Thames Water is considering an expensive, energy-hungry desalination plant to solve the shortage of water in the south-east of England. 

BBC 

Ill wind: Six big fears about wind farms 
By Jonathan Duffy 
BBC News Online Magazine 


Wind farms have been blamed for everything from causing headaches to risking the lives of air travellers. Now farmers in India claim they have been the cause of a severe drought. 
If Britain is to stand a hope of meeting its commitment to renewable energy, it must take wind farms to its heart. 

The commitment to generate 10% of electricity from sustainable sources by 2010 has prompted a flood of interest in wind power and plans are afoot to build the world's biggest wind farms just off the coast of England. 

Yet despite assurances, suspicions persists about the long-term impact of such projects. In India, a government inquiry has been set up after farmers blamed wind turbines for a severe drought. 

So what are the concerns and what do advocates of wind power say in response? 

1. DROUGHT 
Farmers in the central Indian state of Maharashtra have forced an inquiry after claims the 1,700 windmills in the region have contributed to a drought by chasing away the monsoon rains. Last month protesters tried to sabotage several turbines. 

One theory is that the blades' magnetic pressure draws in clouds only to "slash through" and "fragment them" before driving them away. 

Industry insiders in the UK say the theory is "bunkum" and some observers believe the inquiry has more to do with local politics than science. 

The British Wind Energy Association (BWEA) says previous research shows rainfall marginally increased downwind of tall buildings. In addition, taking energy out of the wind increases precipitation says Alison Hill of the BWEA. 

2. VIBRATION AND GHOSTLY NOISE 
Low-frequency "ghostly" noise, felt through the vibrations of huge rotating propellers, has been blamed for causing headaches and depression among people living close to an on-shore wind farm at Padstow, in Cornwall. 

Defenders say in 20 years of wind power, there have been no medical conditions arising from normal operation. 

Yet there are also concerns about the effect on marine life, which could be significant in future given the projected surge in off-shore projects. Advocates, however, point to how the tall poles actually promote the natural growth of mini reefs which draw in more aquatic life. 

3. RISK TO BIRD LIFE 
Arguments about propellers slashing birds in half were rekindled in January when the dismembered body of a red kite - one of Britain's rarest birds - was found near a wind farm in Wales. A post-mortem found the injuries were consistent with being cut by a wind turbine blade. 

The UK protest group Country Guardian says turbines have "killed birds in large numbers". But the issue has split the environmental lobby. 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds backs wind farms but says they must be sensibly located. Supporters also point to the long-term environmental benefits of turbines in helping to preserve breeding and foraging grounds. 

4. COLLISION COURSE WITH SHIPS 
With huge off-shore wind farms pencilled in for the Thames Estuary, the Wash on the east cost, and the North West/North Wales coastlines, it's only a matter of time before a ship crashes into one. 

So said an all-party group of MPs last month, who questioned why the maritime industry had been frozen out of consultations on where new wind farms should be built. 

Alison Hill of the BWEA says turbines are mapped, fitted with fog horns and lights and located on sandbanks, where skippers already navigate a careful route. 

5. RADAR EVADERS 
Fears about radar operators mistaking aircraft for turbines, and vice versa, has led the Ministry of Defence to be the biggest objector to new wind power projects. Turbines also create "clutter" that obscures planes in the vicinity and, according to aviation authorities, compromises safety. 

Engineers are working on a technical solution that will filter out moving turbines just as radar now ignores office blocks. 

6. BLOT ON THE LANDSCAPE 
One of the strongest objections has been how wind farms deface rural landscapes. There are now 87 wind farms in Britain, with 1,103 turbines, each reaching up to 80 metres to the sky. Last year Country Life readers voted them the worst eyesore and intense campaigns are being fought to oppose new wind farms on moor lands in the North West among other places. 

The push for off-shore sites - where wind is stronger anyway - has taken some of the sting out of this. The new farms will be about five miles off shore and, according to Trade Secretary Patricia Hewitt, the turbines will be nothing more than dots on the landscape. The BWEA, meanwhile, prefer to turn the argument on its head. Many people, they say, like the look of wind farms. 

___________________________________________________________________________________
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ONLINE EXTRA: Letter from Kofi Annan on UN integrity

 
June 16, 2004

4 June 2004 

Dear Colleagues, 

Today we are publishing the results of the survey commissioned by the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) earlier this year to assess your perceptions about the integrity of our Organization. 

It is a lengthy, technical document, which deals with important yet complicated organizational issues. For this reason, I am writing you this note, to remind you of the background and give you my perspective on the survey's results. 

The background of the survey is as follows. In 2002 and 2003, consultations held by governments and the United Nations to identify new ways of fighting fraud and corruption led to the launching of the United Nations Convention against Corruption in Merida, Mexico in December 2003. Since the United Nations had taken the lead in framing this Convention (which has already been signed by more than 120 Member States), I felt it was more than ever essential that the Organization itself be seen to uphold the highest standards of ethical conduct and integrity. Last year, therefore, on my instructions, OIOS launched the Organizational Integrity Initiative, as one component in the continuing process of United Nations reform. The Initiative grows naturally from the convictions expressed by staff who have, over the years, told us that they regard integrity as the most important among the core values of the Organization, together with professionalism and respect for diversity. 

As part of the Initiative, OIOS decided to commission this survey. 

Questionnaires were sent to all the Secretariat's 18,000 staff members worldwide, and more than one third of them responded. The response rate is further evidence of the importance that you, the staff, attach to integrity. 

Moreover, analysis shows that the respondents are fully representative of the Organization, in terms of level and category, age, gender, location and length of service. The findings of the survey can therefore be taken as a reasonably reliable guide to staff views about their Organization and their place within it at this particular moment in our history. The findings add to other diagnoses which we are continuously conducting through studies, assessments and evaluations carried out by Departments and offices as well as bodies such as the Joint Inspection Unit. 

Measuring perceptions is of course a delicate task, particularly given the multicultural nature of our Organization and the widely varying interpretations which people may attach to a complex and newly-defined concept such as organizational integrity. But several elements come across clearly in the survey's findings. For example, few staff think that there is widespread fraud or financial corruption in the Organization, and most staff believe that they know what is expected of them in the way of integrity and ethical behaviour. Existing policies, practices and guidelines which help define ethical behaviour and professional conduct are widely accessible, and used by staff. Nevertheless, staff believe that not enough action is taken to investigate and address instances of unethical behaviour, and that those who expose such breaches may put themselves at risk of reprisal. Staff also perceive that the disciplinary process is applied unevenly, and that the outcome of the process is generally not known. 

Another strong perception identified in the survey is that integrity and ethical behaviour are not taken sufficiently into account in selection, promotion and assessment processes. This may be because it is only fairly recently that core values and core competencies (which include communication, accountability and teamwork) have been defined, and explicitly included in the interview process for the recruitment of staff and in the criteria for promotion, as well as the Performance Appraisal System (PAS). Ultimately, perceptions of integrity are shaped by our behaviour, our actions and even by our choice of language. A determined effort is being made to articulate integrity concepts and to incorporate them into the training of managers at all levels. In short, we are determined to "mainstream" these concepts as a daily reality in all our lives and in our professional development All of us are eager to find ways to promote and strengthen ethical conduct and integrity, the cornerstones of high organizational performance, and the recommendations of the survey provide a rich range of options. Many of the actions proposed can be linked to actions or processes already under way in the Organization as part of the reform effort; the survey will help us to prioritise our choices for action, and direct resources accordingly. I have asked the Deputy Secretary-General and a group off senior colleagues from the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), the Department for General Assembly and Conference Management (DGACM), the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), the Department of Management (DM), the Office of Human Resources Management (OHRM), the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) to guide the process of follow-up to the survey. This group will be supported by a consultative group consisting of a wide cross-section of staff at different levels, both from New York and from offices away from headquarters. I will be asking departments for nominations to this group. 

A first step is to give everyone time to read and study the survey, and to begin to understand the implications of its findings and recommendations. I am asking Department heads to convene, within the next four to six weeks, town hall meetings with all their staff so that the survey findings can be reviewed against the specific realities of each department and office. This process will add another dimension to the findings of the survey, and may help to identify some particular issues which need to be addressed at the departmental level. The outcomes of these meetings will be reviewed, and an action plan developed, by the follow-up groups which I have described above. 

In addition, the findings of the survey will be fed into work already in progress in various Departments and Offices away from Headquarters, such as: * the Integrity Initiative currently being designed in the UNODC in Vienna, which combines new training and learning programmes on integrity with the creation of stronger mechanisms for detecting, reporting on and addressing accountability problems; * the efforts led by the DM to ensure that the United Nations' ethical practices in areas such as investment, procurement and facilities management are fully aligned with the principles of the Global Compact with the private sector; * the profiles of effective departments, teams and managers, which OHRM is currently drawing up as the basis for the design of the next phase of training for managers; * and the finalisation of an administrative instruction on workplace harassment, which emerges from the survey as a major concern for some staff. 

According to the survey, staff generally perceive that breaches of integrity and ethical conduct are insufficiently and inequitably addressed by the disciplinary system. At the same time, they voice concern about the consequences of "whistle-blowing" or reporting on misconduct, and uncertainty about the mechanisms for such reporting. These concerns point to the need to strengthen the means which already exist to address these issues. For example, the Office of Internal Oversight Services provides a channel for staff to report their concerns in confidence, while the Office of the Ombudsman affords an informal channel for mediation and resolution of issues. Clearly, both of these need to be better known and made more accessible to staff at large. We will inform all staff about the means available to them for reporting on suspected misconduct. We will also develop measures to reinforce formal protection for whistle-blowers, while ensuring that they are not used to cloak false accusations. 

In a perception survey, people naturally speak mostly from their personal experience, and it is interesting to note that, while the great majority of staff believe that their own immediate supervisers demonstrate integrity and uphold the United Nations' values, the general view of senior leaders is less positive. 

The survey rightly emphasizes the need for senior leaders to lead by example, living up to the commitments they make in their annual compact with me. I believe that mutual understanding and appreciation could be greatly improved by maintaining open and frank communications between managers and staff at every level. I will therefore be directing my senior colleagues to make much greater efforts in this area, and to inform me of the progress they are making. 

Other measures also need to be put in place. The role of the Accountability Panel with regard to the conduct of senior leaders is currently under review, and initial induction and orientation programmes are being designed for the most senior levels of staff, which will comprehensively address the integrity imperative and the principles on which the United Nations' Code of Conduct is founded. Similarly, programmes which will clarify for all staff their obligations with regard to ethics and integrity are already being incorporated into initial and continuing training and learning, although the survey shows that levels of knowledge on these matters are already high among staff. 

The PAS continues to raise many concerns among staff. The current system calls for supervisers to evaluate their staff both on core values (including, of course, integrity) and on selected core competencies. The PAS process provides an opportunity for dialogue on ethical concerns (the survey shows that staff are concerned about the lack of this dialogue), but supervisers need to be strongly encouraged to take advantage of this. Staff, in turn, should assess the nature and quality of the supervision received, as they arc invited to do in the PAS. As staff and supervisers become more familiar with the PAS and the dialogue which is the basis of it, their confidence in it will grow. 

Nevertheless, more explicit linkages between performance as rated by the PAS and professional development and advancement still need to be developed. In the survey, a wide cross-section of staff express their views on issues which influence every aspect of the atmosphere in the UN workplace, and therefore the overall effectiveness of our joint efforts to achieve the United Nations' objectives. Despite the many and valid concerns voiced by staff in the questionnaire, including their answers to the open-ended question, to which more than 2,300 people responded, I believe we should all be encouraged by the high level of satisfaction and enjoyment of their current work which staff express. Finally, I want to stress that I am fully committed to addressing the concerns that all of you have identified in this survey. I will ensure that staff contribute to, and are kept informed about, the follow-up actions that will be taken. 

Let me once again thank all of you, whether or not you responded to the survey, for the dedication with which you serve this great Organization in what are, for many of us, difficult times. I am finely convinced that our work is more than ever important in these times, and that all of you are entitled not only to my gratitude but to that of humanity at large. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN in the news

Annan hails UN anti-desertifican convention

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - United Nations secretary general Kofi Annan has commended the world body's Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) for the key role it plays in efforts to eradicate poverty, achieve sustainable development and reach the Millennium Development Goals. Annan said this in a message obtained here Wednesday, a day ahead of World Day to Combat Desertification, which coincides with the 10th anniversary of the (UNCCD). The Convention is the only internationally recognised, legally binding instrument that addresses the problem of land degradation in dryland rural areas. It enjoys a truly universal membership of 191 parties. And, through the Global Environment Facility as its funding mechanism, it is able to channel much-needed resources to projects aimed at combating the problem, particularly in Africa. The risks of desertification are substantial and clear. Desertification undermines the fertility of the world's land, with productivity losses reaching 50 percent in some areas. It contributes to food insecurity, famine and poverty, and can give rise to social, economic and political tensions that can cause conflicts, further poverty and land degradation," says Annan's message received in Dakar. Current estimates are that the livelihoods of more than 1 billion people are at risk from desertification. As a consequence, 135 million people may be in danger of being driven from their land. Recognising the urgent need to address the far-reaching implications of this problem, the UN General Assembly has declared 2006 the International Year of Deserts and Desertification.m"I look forward to working with Governments, civil society, the private sector, international organisations and others to focus attention on this crucial issue, and to make every day one on which we work to reverse the trend of desertification and set the world on a safer, more sustainable path of development," Annan said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045979&dte=16/06/2004
Annan Urges Tougher Action Against Creeping Desertification

UN News Service (New York): With an estimated 135 million people at risk of being driven from their land because of continuing desertification, the world must focus more on reversing this trend, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a message to mark observance of the World Day to Combat Desertification. Mr. Annan says the governments of Member States should cooperate with civil society, business and international organizations to promote more sustainable development so that land remains arable and does not become desert. This year's World Day - its theme is "Social Dimensions of Desertification; Migration and Poverty" - also marks the 10th anniversary of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), which now has 191 signatories. In his message, Mr. Annan warns that the rural poor are particularly vulnerable, especially in the developing world. The UNCCD Secretariat estimates that more than one billion people and one-third of the Earth's surface are threatened by desertification. The Secretary-General says desertification can reduce productivity in some regions by as much as half. "It contributes to food insecurity, famine and poverty, and can give rise to social, economic and political tensions that can cause conflicts, further poverty and land degradation," he says. Creeping desertification, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, is inducing large migration movements as locals who once farmed in what are now arid areas seek a living elsewhere. http://allafrica.com/stories/200406160554.html
General Environment News

Namibia: The Fight Against Creeping Desertification

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Windhoek- Arid Namibia is locked in a battle on two fronts: to provide sustainable livelihoods for its rural population, while holding back desertification. Water is scarce throughout the country. The central plateau and limited grasslands to the north, where half the population lives, are sandwiched between the Namib desert, stretching 1,400 km along the Atlantic coast, and the Kalahari to the southeast. A statement marking the tenth anniversary of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) on 17 June warned the international community that the global breadth of drought and soil degradation couldn’t be ignored. In Namibia there is simply not enough arable land to sustain its 1.8 million people, two million livestock, and current levels of agricultural production. Bertus Kruger, project manager of the Desert Research Foundation in Namibia, said planting trees and other traditional methods of combating land degradation were all good ideas, but in the final analysis, more Namibians needed to look for livelihoods outside agriculture. If there are attractive incentives, many will stop farming and embrace the new opportunities." Namibia's cattle population is beyond the carrying capacity of the land. "Our efforts will not make an impact if people do not take ownership of the resources. Communities have to be in the driver's seat," said Kruger. He suggested that the absence of secure tenure rights on land in the communal areas had contributed to the failure of communities to maintain grazing pastures and invest in resources like irrigation systems.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406160218.html
Six African Governments Join Others to Propose New Rules for Wildlife Species

Vanguard (Lagos): The Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) has received over 50 proposals from its member governments to adjust the rules governing the international trade in various wildlife species. The proposals offer detailed arguments on how to improve the conservation and sustainable use of the African elephant, the minke whale, the great white shark, various tropical birds, trees and orchids, numerous turtle species, the southern white rhinoceros, two species of crocodile, the bald eagle, several medicinal plants and many other species. Governments will accept, reject or adjust these proposals for amending the CITES Appendices at a conference in Bangkok from 2 - 14 October. These Appendices list species that are at risk and whose import and export is controlled through a permit system (Appendix II) and species that are already endangered and that may not be commercially traded (Appendix I). Following a 1989 ban on the international ivory trade, CITES permitted some one-off sales in 1997 and again in 2002. The 2002 sales from Botswana (20 tonnes), Namibia (10 tonnes) and South Africa (30 tonnes) have not yet occurred pending the establishment of baseline data on poaching and populations. Namibia has now submitted a proposal for an annual export quota of two tonnes of ivory.

 http://allafrica.com/stories/200406160137.html
Ecological Youth Promotes Upgrading Seminar

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): A seminar about the implementation of a project named "Rebirth", destined to instruct environmental monitors, has started on Monday in southern Benguela province, in an initiative of the Angolan Ecological Youth (JEA). During five days, the participants will discuss themes related to the contribution of education sector and NGOs in the solutions of the environmental problems. they will outline acting strategies and methodologies with partners related to environment matters, in order to contribute in the awareness of the public. Guided by two technicians of the JEA, from Huila and Luanda provinces, the meeting will also discuss themes on environmental education, health, HIV/AIDS, malaria, among other issues. The meeting count with 30 participants among journalists of various media organisations, teachers, representatives of municipal administrations, Youth, Sports, Non Governamental Organization, fishing and environmental officials.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406160803.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

KAZAKHSTAN: OSCE promotes the Aarhus Convention on the environment

ANKARA, 16 Jun 2004 (IRIN) - The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) held a workshop on Monday in the Kazakh commercial capital, Almaty, on ways of implementing the Aarhus Convention in the country.
…The OSCE, in partnership with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), is supporting the strengthening of public information centres or so-called Aarhus Centres throughout Central Asia and the Caucasus.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=41710&SelectRegion=Central_Asia&SelectCountry=KAZAKHSTAN 

General Environment News

Youths urged to protect oceans
Borneo Bulletin, Brunei Darussalam – June 16, 2004 
... and Professional at the Ministry of Development, as the guest of honour at the launching of the Youth Camp in conjunction with the World Environment Day 2004. ...
http://www.brunei-online.com/bb/wed/jun16h8.htm 

*****************************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –17 June 2004

General Environment News
SEPA to start cleaner production test

Xinhuanet 2004-06-16

China's environmental watchdog will begin a cleaner production experiment on dozens of small and medium-sized enterprises selected from pharmaceutical, printing and dyeing, electroplating, paper-making and brewery industries in six months. Wang Jirong, Vice Minister of SEPA, made the remark Wednesday at the letter of intent signing ceremony of a cleaner production program. Lasting for three years, the program will cost 720,000 US dollars, which is sponsored by Dow Chemical, one of the leading global chemical giants known for strict environmental standards. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/16/content_1529940.htm
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Environment related news

Le Figaro, 16 juin : France: une semaine pour sensibiliser au développement durable

PARIS (AFP) - Le gouvernement organise pour la deuxième année consécutive une "semaine du développement durable", du 16 au 27 juin, pour sensibiliser le public à ce concept encore flou…

L'inflation de communication sur le développement durable a quelque peu brouillé le message auprès du public. Initialement, est défini comme "durable" un développement qui "répond aux besoins du présent sans compromettre les capacités des générations futures à répondre aux leurs", selon le rapport établi en 1987 pour l'ONU par Gro Harlem Brundtland, alors Premier ministre norvégien.

Le ministre de l'Ecologie Serge Lepeltier lancera le 16 juin, en ouverture de la semaine d'action, un autocollant "Stop pub", que chacun pourra apposer sur sa boîte aux lettres pour limiter l'inflation de prospectus…

Un millier d'actions et de démarches "durables" ont été labellisées par le ministère de l'Ecologie. On y trouve aussi bien des campagnes de communication de grandes entreprises (le "chemin de l'eau" de la Lyonnaise des eaux, la "consommation durable" de Cora ou Carrefour) que les animations d'associations de terrain comme les "Petits débrouillards" qui initient les enfants à l'environnement, ou les "jardins de Cocagne", qui emploient des chômeurs à la culture de légumes biologiques. Le WWF (Fonds mondial pour la nature) lancera un tout nouveau site internet pour les enfants, "panda junior"….

Le consommateur vertueux profitera de cette semaine pour rapporter ses piles usagées au magasin, préférer le cabas au sac plastique, laisser sa voiture au garage, prendre une douche au lieu d'un bain etc.: une liste de "bons exemples" est à disposition sur le tout nouveau site "consodurable". 

Ce site, lancé le 23 juin par le ministère délégué aux PME, permettra de se repérer dans la jungle des labels, de faire le bon choix au supermarché, bref, d'être un "consommateur responsable", 365 jours par an.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040616082742.w3wx3ipc.html
Libération, 16 juin : Biodiversité. Entre 4 et 16 milliards d'euros par an pour protéger les océans.
Une note pas si salée pour les parcs marins

Combien coûte la protection des océans ? 775 dollars par an le kilomètre carré en moyenne, soit moins de 640 euros. C'est l'estimation d'une équipe britannique, publiée hier dans les Annales de l'académie américaine des sciences (Pnas). «Un chiffrage volontairement pessimiste», commente Andrew Balmford, de l'université de Cambridge. Avec ses collègues, il a étudié le fonctionnement de plus de 80 zones maritimes protégées de la planète..

Aujourd'hui, seulement 0,5 % des mers sont protégées, selon le Fonds mondial de la nature (WWF). Contre près de 12 % des terres émergées. En 2002, le Sommet de la Terre de Johannesburg avait évoqué l'idée d'un réseau mondial de parcs marins, représentant 20 % à 30 % des océans, où l'homme, sans être exclu, verrait ses activités réglementées pour protéger la biodiversité et reconstituer les stocks de pêche qui peuvent encore l'être. Cofinancée par le WWF et la Société royale britannique de protection des oiseaux, l'étude d'Andrew Balmford a donc tenté de chiffrer cet ambitieux projet, et publie une fourchette de 4 à 16 milliards d'euros par an.

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UNEP in the News

Le Figaro, 15 juin : Chasse à la baleine: la Cites contre la demande japonaise de levée du moratoire

GENEVE (AFP) - L'agence internationale contrôlant le commerce des espèces menacées (Cites) s'est prononcée lundi contre une demande japonaise de levée partielle de l'interdiction de la chasse à la baleine. 

Lors d'une conférence de presse, le secrétaire général de la Convention sur le commerce international des espèces de faune et de flore sauvages menacées d'extinction, Willem Wijnstekers, a rappelé que la Cites était par convention obligée de suivre l'interdiction prononcée en 1986 par la Commission baleinière internationale (CBI).

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040614133248.0gpkidhy.html
Environment related news

Le Figaro, 15 juin : La journée du parfait consommateur "durable"

PARIS (AFP) - Halte au gaspillage, sus aux emballages, stop pub : la semaine du développement durable démarre mercredi et les associations, les entreprises et le gouvernement rivalisent d'imagination pour nous convaincre d'adopter un comportement plus respectueux de l'environnement.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040615084621.iryjf1l0.html
Le Figaro, 15 juin : Erika: les poursuites liées à la délivrance du pavillon annulées

PARIS (AFP) - Les poursuites contre l'organisme maltais qui avait délivré le pavillon de Malte au pétrolier Erika, naufragé au large des côtes bretonnes en décembre 1999, ont été annulées lundi, relançant le débat sur les "pavillons de complaisance" qui ont de beaux jours devant eux. 

Dans un arrêt rendu à huis clos, la chambre de l'instruction de la cour d'appel de Paris a annulé la mise en examen de l'Autorité maritime de Malte (AMM) et de son directeur exécutif Lino Vassalo qui avaient géré la délivrance du pavillon de l'Etat maltais au pétrolier responsable d'une gigantesque marée noire, a-t-on appris de source judiciaire.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040614192555.gkj7zl7d.html
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Success of Iraqi elections hinge on fairness, secrecy – UN official
*
Security Council calls for peacekeeping troops for Haiti
*
Danish civil servant appointed new UN envoy for Kosovo

*
No genocide took place in eastern DR of Congo, UN mission says

*
Annan calls for focus on majorities for peace among Palestinians and Israelis

*
Liberia: Security Council issues list of individuals whose assets are to be frozen
*
UN labour agency agrees to plan to promote better rights for migrant workers
*
UNICEF study shows dire situation for women, children in southern Sudan

*
UN war crimes tribunal dismisses bid to acquit Milošević

*
Annan urges tougher action against creeping desertification


*
Chief of UN agency replies to concerns on food gene transfers

*
Annan receives South Africa’s Tambo award, highest for foreign national

* * * *

Iraq

16 June 2004 – With elections in Iraq still on track for early next year, their ultimate success will hinge on a fair balloting process and assurances for Iraqis that their votes will be free from reprisal, a senior United Nations election official said today.

Carina Perelli, chief of the UN Electoral Assistance Division, told a press briefing in New York that the elections – scheduled to be held by 31 January 2005 – will work “as long as Iraqis start to trust that this is a serious process, that it’s going to be a secret process, that the possibilities of retaliation against them are going to be minimized [and] that the electoral authority is going to play a fair game.”

“There is a silent majority that is more than eager to express their opinion if only they had a channel, and they are certain there is not going to be retribution or retaliation because of that,” she added.

Ms. Perelli said agreement had been reached on how to conduct the elections, including that – due to the gerrymandering of the country, the lack of a census and the lack of time to conduct a redistricting exercise – it would be impossible to have units of representation below the Government level.

The entire country would be treated as a national district, thus avoiding two problems: first, imbalance in the number of votes needed to gain a seat in the National Assembly; and second, the need to define and register voters and candidates in Kirkuk and Mosul, whose status were to be discussed in the provisions of the Constitution, she noted.

Adopting a national district format also allowed for accumulation and aggregation of interests and votes in different lists of candidates, Ms. Perelli added, while proportional representation would facilitate the creation of lists that were not mere political parties. The participation of independent candidates and ad hoc political organizations was also to be facilitated.

The Iraqi Independent Electoral Commission would certify each list of candidates – which could comprise a minimum of 12 and a maximum of 275 candidates for the 275-seat National Assembly – signed by at least 500 eligible voters. The only firm prerequisites were that political parties disclose their financial contributions and that any political party found to be associated with a militia or have an armed wing would be disqualified by the Commission.

As for voter eligibility, Ms. Perelli said it had been decided that any individual able to prove himself or herself an Iraqi would be allowed to vote, regardless of the reason they might have lost their nationality rights under the previous regime. However, that decision did not establish a precedent for future bodies responsible for dealing with the question of nationality.

* * *

Haiti

16 June 2004 – The United Nations Security Council today called on countries that have pledged troops for the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) to send them so as to ensure a smooth deployment.

A statement to the press, read by this month’s Council President, Ambassador Lauro L. Baja, Jr. of the Philippines, said Council members thanked Canada, Chile, France and the United States for contributions to the earlier Multinational Interim Force (MIF) and Brazil, Chile and Canada for the MINUSTAH troops now taking over.

“In this regard they expressed hope that potential troop-contributing countries would fulfil their offers so as to avoid a serious force deployment gap in the transition period,” he said after the Council was briefed by Assistant-Secretary-General Hedi Annabi of the UN Department of Peace-Keeping Operations (DPKO) on preparations for the transfer.

Council members also recalled how crucially important it was to promote long-term social and economic development in Haiti in order to sustain stability and peace in the Caribbean country, the Ambassador said.

* * *

Kosovo
16 June 2004 – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has informed the Security Council that he intends to appoint Søren Jessen-Petersen of Denmark as his new Special Representative for Kosovo and the head of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission (UNMIK), a UN spokesman said today.

In both posts, Mr. Jessen-Petersen would replace Harri Holkeri, who resigned last month for health reasons.

“The Secretary-General would like to take this opportunity to express his deep appreciation for the dedicated service and leadership provided by Harri Holkeri in often very difficult circumstances,” spokesman Stephan Dujarric said.

The Council is expected to respond to Mr. Annan’s move in the next few days, Mr. Dujarric added.

In mid-March, 19 people were killed, hundreds injured, and numerous homes and Serbian cultural and religious sites destroyed or damaged during two days of rioting and violence between ethnic Albanians and ethnic Serbs.

In a farewell press conference last week, Mr. Holkeri described those events as “a big setback,” and urged the people of Kosovo to reject extremism and ethnic division.

UNMIK took over administration of the province in June 1999, after the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove Yugoslav troops out amid fighting between the Albanian and Serbian communities. Kosovo’s permanent future status remains yet to be determined.

Since February Mr. Jessen-Petersen has served as the European Union’s Special Representative in Skopje, the capital of the neighbouring former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM). Previously he worked in various senior roles with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN Secretariat.

Mr. Jessen-Petersen, who is married with four children, is a lawyer and journalist by training.

* * *

DR of Congo
16 June 2004 – A human rights team from the United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) sent to investigate allegations of rights violations in the eastern part of the country said today, contrary to claims by a dissident general from the national army, that no genocide took place there.

Preliminary results indicate that every community in Bukavu, especially civilians, suffered in the insurgency that started on 26 May and climaxed with the brief seizure of the town in the beginning of June, said Roberto Ricci, chief of the humanitarian section of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC).

In the extortion and the fighting 66 people died, 77 were injured and 31 raped, while 147 houses were plundered, he said, adding “Anyone who opposed the pillaging was killed.”

Certain members of the DRC’s Armed Forces (FARDC) attacked civilians, killing 4 and injuring 12, but there was no evidence that the military command ordered these attacks. On the contrary, Gen. Mbuza Mabe turned over 51 Banyamulenge – or Congolese Tutsi – families to MONUC for their protection.

The inquiry would continue with interviews of Congolese refugees in Cyangungu, in neighbouring Rwanda, MONUC said.

The recent crises had only one clear objective, which was to destabilize the transition, put it in danger and make it end in failure, said the Mission’s Director of the Department of Public Information, Patricia Tome.

The opponents of the transition, which is designed to lead to elections, have been using every means at their disposal – ethnicity, force, lying and rumour-mongering, welcoming fear and hate – because any method would seem good to them, she said.

* * *

Middle East

16 June 2004 – With opinion polls and other reports showing majorities among both Israelis and Palestinians ready for peace-making compromises, the leaders of both sides must not only listen to these people but focus on them, according to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

“It would be especially helpful in the present climate for civil society on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to focus particular energy on countering the view that there are no serious partners for peace on either side,” he said in a message delivered by Under-Secretary-General Shashi Tharoor to the International Media Seminar on Peace in the Middle East in Beijing.

The international media seminar, being held today and tomorrow, is the 12th since 1991 in a series organized by the UN Department of Public Information (DPI) in response to General Assembly resolutions. The series discusses how civil society and the media can promote Israeli-Palestinian dialogue and the overall peace process, as well as the current state of the Road Map peace plan.

Private initiatives, though not a substitute for official diplomatic negotiations between the State of Israel and the Palestinian Authority, deserve praise as civil society’s courageous effort to break the stalemate in the Road Map peace process, Mr. Annan said.

The Road Map, sponsored by the Quartet of the European Union, the Russian Federation, the UN and the United States, recommends reciprocal steps by the Israelis and Palestinians leading to the establishment of two states living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

Mr. Annan said he hoped civil society would continue to do what it did best in trying to end business as usual. “They will find in the United Nations a willing partner, equally dedicated to the just lasting and comprehensive solution for which we have all yearned for so long.”

* * *

Liberia

16 June 2004 – The United Nations Security Council has issued a list of associates of former Liberian President Charles Taylor, including his immediate family, whose assets are to be frozen under a resolution adopted earlier this year.

The list released yesterday includes Mr. Taylor, his wife, Jewell Howard, son, Charles Jr., and two ex-wives, Agnes Reeves Taylor and Tupee Enid Taylor.

Among the senior government officials and other associates named in the list was Viktor Anatoljevitch Bout, whom the Council says is a dealer and transporter of weapons and minerals that supported Mr. Taylor’s regime in an effort to destabilize Sierra Leone and gain illicit access to diamonds.

In March, the Council adopted a resolution ordering countries to freeze the assets of named individuals to prevent them “from using misappropriated fund and property to interfere in the restoration of peace and stability in Liberia and the sub-region.”

That text contained provisions exempting basic expenses, including payment for food, rent, mortgage, medicines and medical treatment, taxes, insurance premiums, public utility charges, or payment of reasonable professional and legal fees.

* * *

Migrant workers

16 June 2004 – The United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) today agreed to a new plan designed to give 86 million migrant workers around the world the protection of international labour standards.

After two weeks of debate at the ILO annual conference in Geneva, a committee on migrant workers adopted an action plan that it said should better manage the flow of international migration for jobs.

ILO Director-General Juan Somavia described the plan as “a major achievement that serves as a milestone for the future…this plan of action protects the rights of one of the most vulnerable sectors.”

The plan will be non-binding and is aimed to encourage to Member States and international organizations to cooperate more to improve living conditions for millions of migrant workers.

The plan will promote the signing of agreements between host countries and countries of origin with the aim of regularizing and controlling the flow of migration. These agreements would include provisions about taking social security entitlements to other countries, encouraging investments from workers’ remittances and promoting social inclusion within host countries.

The ILO wants to license and supervise agencies that recruit migrant workers to ensure they conform to international standards. The plan also calls for tougher action to prevent the widespread practice of people smuggling.

Last July the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families came into force. However, only 25 countries have so far ratified that treaty.

* * *

Day of the African Child
16 June 2004 – A girl born in southern Sudan is 10 times more likely to die in childbirth or pregnancy than to complete primary school, a new study by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) shows as it observes Day of the African Child today.

The study, Towards a Baseline: Best Estimates of Social Indicators for Southern Sudan, found that about one in nine women dies in pregnancy or childbirth, compared to one in 100 girls who finish primary school.

Young children from southern Sudan, which has endured 21 years of civil war, are also in grave peril of dying from preventable disease. About 95,000 children aged below five, from a pool of 7.5 million young children, are estimated to have died last year. This compares to the 76,000 children under five – from a combined population of 938 million – who died in 31 industrialized countries during the same period.

The report shows that southern Sudan ranks as the worst place in the world on many health and social indicators, including chronic malnutrition rates, completion of primary school, ante-natal care and immunization rates. The situation is hardest for women and children.

Since 1983 southern Sudan’s civilian population has been caught in the middle of a war between the Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A). Between three and four million people have become internally displaced or refugees in neighbouring countries and at least two million people have been killed.

Last month representatives from Khartoum and the SPLM/A initialled three protocols aimed at ending the conflict. The two sides are expected to sign a comprehensive peace agreement within the next three months.

In a statement issued today alongside the report, UNICEF called on Sudanese authorities, civil society and international donors and non-government organizations (NGOs) to focus their relief efforts on the survival and development of children.

Bernt Aasen, UNICEF’s chief of operations for southern Sudan, said: “We know we can make huge improvements in the lives of Sudan children if the peace process is a success. This generation might be the lucky ones.”

Meanwhile, the Special Court for Sierra Leone – set up in an agreement between the UN and the Government to prosecute those who committed the worst atrocities during the West African country’s long-running civil war – also observed Day of the African Child.

Court Prosecutor David M. Crane issued a statement saying the children of Sierra Leone were the main victims of its civil war. Many were killed or injured, but others were forced into combat and coerced into committing crimes.

Mr. Crane noted that the Court’s Appeals Chamber recently handed down a landmark decision that allows people who recruited child soldiers to be prosecuted for a crime against humanity.

“There can now be justice for Sierra Leone’s children living with the horror of what they were forced to do to others,” he said.

The Day of the African Child was first observed in 1991 after the then Organization of African Unity (OAU), now known as the African Union, moved to commemorate the children killed in Soweto, South Africa, in 1976 while protesting for better education opportunities under apartheid.

* * *

ICTY

16 June 2004 – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today dismissed a legal motion to acquit former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milošević of charges of genocide and other crimes against humanity after finding there is enough evidence for him to answer.

In a decision handed down in The Hague, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) ruled that Mr. Milošević must answer charges relating to events in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Kosovo during the Balkan wars of the 1990s.

The decision was not unanimous: Presiding Judge Patrick Robinson of Jamaica and Judge Iain Bonomy of the United Kingdom ruled separately against Mr. Milošević, while Judge O-Gon Kwon of the Republic of Korea issued a dissenting judgment on some of the questions.

The ICTY also granted several challenges in favour of Mr. Milošević, finding there was insufficient evidence to support certain allegations relating to some of the charges.

The legal motions for acquittal had been filed by so-called Friends of the Court, lawyers appointed by the ICTY to help ensure Mr. Milošević receives a fair trial, at the conclusion of the prosecution case in February. The former Yugoslav leader does not recognize the court.

In dismissing the motion for acquittal, the ICTY rejected several submissions regarding Bosnia. The judges found there is enough evidence to show that there was a joint criminal enterprise – which included members of the Bosnian Serb leadership – to destroy part of Bosnia’s Muslims as a group; that Mr. Milošević was part of the enterprise; and that the enterprise committed genocide.

The court ruled there is enough evidence to show that there was an armed conflict in Kosovo before the bombing campaign by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) began in March 1999.

The judges also ruled against a submission that some of the charges regarding Croatia should be dismissed because Croatia was not an independent state before early 1992 and therefore the conflict before then was not international.

But the ICTY found that some of the allegations relating to charges in Croatia and Bosnia could not be sustained by the evidence, and granted the motions confined to them.

Mr. Milošević faces charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws or customs of war. He is expected to begin his defence case next month.

* * *

Desertification
16 June 2004 – With an estimated 135 million people at risk of being driven from their land because of continuing desertification, the world must focus more on reversing this trend, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a message to mark tomorrow’s observance of the World Day to Combat Desertification.

Mr. Annan says the governments of Member States should cooperate with civil society, business and international organizations to promote more sustainable development so that land remains arable and does not become desert.

This year’s World Day – its theme is “Social Dimensions of Desertification; Migration and Poverty” – also marks the 10th anniversary of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), which now has 191 signatories.

In his message, Mr. Annan warns that the rural poor are particularly vulnerable, especially in the developing world. The UNCCD Secretariat estimates that more than one billion people and one-third of the Earth’s surface are threatened by desertification.

The Secretary-General says desertification can reduce productivity in some regions by as much as half. “It contributes to food insecurity, famine and poverty, and can give rise to social, economic and political tensions that can cause conflicts, further poverty and land degradation,” he says.

Creeping desertification, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, is inducing large migration movements as locals who once farmed in what are now arid areas seek a living elsewhere.

By 2020, according to UNCCD, 60 million people are expected to migrate from the desertified areas of sub-Saharan Africa to North Africa or Europe.

And, since 1990, it is believed about six million hectares of productive land have been lost every year around the world as the land become degraded and less fertile.

* * *

Food security
16 June 2004 – The world population will increase from 6 billion to 9 billion by 2050, requiring a 60 per cent increase in food production, and developing countries must increase their scientific capabilities to meet that challenge, the head of the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) said today.

Executive Director Jacques Diouf was responding to an open letter from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) charging that FAO’s State of Food and Agriculture report for this year omitted to mention that “five companies make up virtually 100 per cent of the transgenic seed market,” a situation for which, they said, FAO should propose alternatives.

Since expanding arable land was increasingly not feasible, Mr. Diouf said, “we will have to use the scientific tools of molecular biology, in particular the identification of molecular markers, genetic mapping and gene transfer for more effective plant enhancement, going beyond the phenotype-based methods.”

“Decisions on the rules and utilization of these techniques must, however, be taken at the international level by competent bodies, such as the Codex Alimentarius.”

The Codex Alimentarius Commission was created in 1963 by FAO and the World Health Organization (WHO) to develop food standards, protect the health of consumers, ensure fair food trade practices and promote the coordination of all food standards work undertaken by international and governmental agencies and NGOs.

Developing countries should take part in the decision-making, develop their scientific capacity and master the necessary expertise and techniques “so that they can understand the implications and make independent choices in order to reach an international consensus on issues that concern all of humanity,” Mr. Diouf said.

In accordance with its mandate, FAO would promote an international dialogue based on sound scientific principles and allowing the analysis of socio-economic, sanitary and environmental issues, he said.

* * *

Award

16 June 2004 – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today celebrated the achievements of post-apartheid South Africa as he was given the highest award for foreign nationals who have shown it solidarity, the Supreme Companion of O. R. Tambo, “an order of peace, cooperation and active expression of solidarity and support.”

The United Nations worked to accelerate the isolation and eventual demise of the apartheid regime, Mr. Annan said in a message delivered by his Special Representative for the Great Lakes Region, Ibrahima Fall.

“We remember it as a struggle which galvanized the entire world community” to work towards reaffirming the basic human rights and fundamental freedoms of all, irrespective of race or gender, he said.

“Today, 10 years after the end of apartheid, we rejoice at the significant achievements of South Africa as a vibrant, non-racial, multi-party democracy, with a constitution protective of basic human rights, enjoying sturdy rates of economic growth.”

Young South Africans all have the right to a quality education and all have the chance to contribute to building a stronger, more prosperous country, which can help not only its own citizens but also lead progress throughout the wider region, he said.

South Africans have played an indispensable part in efforts to bring peace to several countries on the continent and are working to advance the cause of development, justice and African unity, Mr. Annan said.

Oliver Reginald Tambo was the one-time law partner of Nelson Mandela and was Acting President of the African National Congress (ANC) from 1967 to 1978 and President-General thereafter. The leader of orchestrated international economic campaigns to bring down apartheid, he died in 1993.

Previous Tambo award winners include human rights activist Mahatma Gandhi of India, former Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda and assassinated Swedish Prime Minister Olaf Palme.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

And I’d like to welcome our visiting journalists from Nepal to this briefing.

**Guest at Noon
At my right is someone you know well, Carina Perelli, who will, as soon as I am done, discuss with you her recent electoral work in Iraq.

**Black Box
On the black box, for those of you who might still be interested in the UN’s investigation into the black box found on UN premises here earlier this year, Dileep Nair, the head of the Office of Oversight Services, will be available tomorrow afternoon to take questions.

If you can just signal your interest and we’ll set up a meeting for a group of you tomorrow afternoon at a mutually convenient time.

**Kosovo – New SRSG
On Kosovo, the Secretary-General is informing the Security Council that he intends to appoint Søren Jessen-Petersen of Denmark as his new Special Representative for Kosovo and head of the UN Mission there.

Jessen-Petersen will be succeeding Harri Holkeri who, as you know, recently resigned for health reasons.

The Secretary-General would like to take this opportunity to express his deep appreciation for the dedicated service and the leadership provided by Mr. Holkeri in often very difficult circumstances, and to commend Holkeri’s contribution to the implementation of resolution 1244.

Jessen-Petersen has enjoyed a long and distinguished career as an international civil servant, working for the UN Refugee Agency and the UN Secretariat, most recently the European Union, with whom he has served as the EU Special Representative in Skopje since February this year.

We expect the Security Council to respond to the Secretary-General’s letter in the next few days.  And we have upstairs a press release with more information on Mr. Petersen’s background.

**Security Council
Continuing with the Security Council, this morning the Council members received a briefing in closed consultations on Haiti, from Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi.

Annabi discussed the start-up of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti, where preparations seem to be on track for the transfer of authority from the multinational force to the UN Mission on or before 1 July.  He also discussed the humanitarian situation in the country, which was aggravated by the recent floods that left more than 1,000 people dead.  And the Council President will soon read out a statement to the press on Haiti, if he hasn’t already done so.

**Secretary-General
The Secretary-General has ended his visit to Brazil, and is back in New York, where he is working from the residence.  And we expected to have him back here at Headquarters tomorrow morning.

**Middle East
On the Middle East, efforts to implement the Quartet’s “Road Map” for peace in the Middle East remain deeply unsatisfactory and the current status quo is simply unacceptable, said the Secretary-General in a message, delivered by Under-Secretary-General for Public Information Shashi Tharoor at a media seminar in Beijing.  The seminar focused on the Media and Peace in the Middle East.

The Secretary-General called on civil society to play a role in countering the view that there are no serious partners for peace in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  He stressed in the message that “non-governmental organizations, citizens’ groups and others often have greater freedom to speak out and act than government and other officials”.

The Secretary-General added that civil society “will find in the United Nations a willing partner, equally dedicated to the just, lasting and comprehensive solution for which we have all yearned for so long”.  And copies of his statement are available upstairs, as is a press release with more information on the discussions today in Beijing.

**Sudan
Turning to the Sudan, a new study by the UN Children’s Fund says that a girl born in southern Sudan has a better chance of dying in pregnancy or in childbirth than of completing primary school.  Meanwhile, the UNICEF adds that some 95,000 children under the age of five are estimated to have died last year in southern Sudan, mostly of preventable diseases.

After 21 years of war, southern Sudan ranks as the worst place in the world for many key indicators of well-being for women and children, including rates of chronic malnutrition, primary school completion, immunization and antenatal care.

As the Sudan peace process approaches its final stage, UNICEF urges all parties and international donors to make the survival of children their top priority.  And we have a press release with more details upstairs.

**Day of African Child
Today is the Day of the African Child, which commemorates the courage of the children killed in Soweto, South Africa in 1976 while protesting for better educational opportunities under the apartheid regime.  On this occasion, the United Nations system has called attention to the plight of the millions of African children who continue to suffer the devastating effects of war, disease, hunger and lack of schooling.

Press releases are available from the UN mission in the DRC, as well as the UNICEF in Mozambique and the Prosecutor of the Special Court, Sierra Leone -– all on this same subject.

**ICTY
The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia today dismissed several motions submitted by the defence for former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic.

Regarding Bosnia, the Tribunal deemed that there is sufficient evidence that a joint criminal enterprise existed to destroy part of the Bosnian Muslims as a group, and that participants in that enterprise committed genocide in parts of Bosnia.  With one dissent, the judges also agreed that Milosevic was a participant in that criminal enterprise.

The judges also dismissed motions from Milosevic’s defence challenging counts in the indictments concerning Croatia and Kosovo.  They did, however, grant some challenges from the defence concerning the sufficiency of evidence in some specific charges.  More details are available upstairs on that case.

**Tambo Award
The Secretary-General today was granted the Order of the Companions of Oliver Tambo, an award conferred in a ceremony in Pretoria, South Africa.

The Secretary-General said in a message it was a singular honour to receive the award, and to be called a companion of Tambo, who played a pivotal role in the struggle against apartheid.  In his message, which was delivered by his Special Representative Ibrahima Fall, he pledged that the United Nations will continue to support the efforts to build a stronger, ever more successful South Africa.  And we have a press release available upstairs.

**DSG
The Deputy Secretary-General will travel tomorrow to the University of Waterloo in Canada, where she will be granted an honorary Doctor of Laws degree at the University’s Spring Convocation.  She will deliver an address for graduating students from the Faculty of Arts.

**ILO
From the International Labour Organization (ILO), their annual conference meeting in Geneva today adopted a new plan designed to provide a fair deal for some 86 million migrant workers in the global economy.  The plan of action is designed to ensure that migrant workers are covered by the provisions of international labour standards, while benefiting from the applicable national labour and social laws.  And we have a press release available upstairs on that.

**UNODC/Andean Drugs
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime is releasing its Andean Coca Surveys 2003 tomorrow, simultaneously here in New York, in Washington and Vienna.  The survey makes extensive use of satellite imagery and aerial verification, and offers responses to a number of questions.  And we have more details available upstairs.

**FAO/Biotechnology Report Response
We also have copies of a letter sent from Jacques Diouf, the Director-General of the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization, in which he responds to recent criticism by NGOs of a section of the Organization’s “State of Food and Agriculture” report.  The criticism is contained in an open letter to Diouf and is circulating on the Internet.  And we have Mr. Diouf’s response upstairs.

**Olympic Torch
Lastly, this Saturday, the Olympic Flame will arrive at UN Headquarters for a special ceremony in honour of the Olympic Truce.  On that day the Olympic Torch will be making its way throughout New York City carried by some 140 torchbearers.

The torch is expected to arrive on the UN premises around at 8:30 p.m. Speaking at the event will be the Secretary-General, the President of the General Assembly, as well as the Greek Minister of Culture, and the head of the Organizing Committee for this summer’s Games in Athens.  A note to correspondents will be available later today.  And we have already upstairs the bios of the two young people chosen by UNICEF to be the torchbearers at the UN.  That’s it from me.  Before we turn to Carina, Warren?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Stéphane, there is a newspaper in Khartoum that is reporting that the Secretary-General is headed to Darfur, maybe this week.  Can you confirm that?

Associate Spokesman:  The Secretary-General is planning a trip to Africa, probably later in this month, early part of the following month.  Sudan will be one of those stops.  But, as you know, for security reasons we don’t release the details of the trips until much closer to his date of the departure.  So, as the date approaches, we will have more details for you.

Question:  Stéphane, when is Mr. Petersen going to take up his new post in Kosovo?

Associate Spokesman:  I’ll have to get you an exact date, but soon.  We’re waiting for the Council’s response and as soon as that comes in he’ll be able to take his new post.  Anybody else?  Yes?

Question:  What is the position of the UN now to play a role in Nepal politics?

Associate Spokesman:  I’ll have to get some guidance on that.  I am not up on that specific issue.  But I’ll get you an answer on that.

Question:  Is there any sense when an SRSG might be appointed for Iraq?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  The Secretary-General is still working on identifying the right person for the job.

Carina, welcome.

Carina Perelli:  Thank you.  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.
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