[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Thursday, 17 March 2005



Other Environment News 
· Senate Votes to Allow Arctic Drilling (Associated Press)
· Climate Change is Called Economic Threat at Talks (New York Times)
·  Leçons de survie à la radioactivité en Biélorussie (Le Monde)

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

· ROWA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  16 March  2005

· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 16 March  2005

The Nation (Nairobi): Royal Family Praises UNEP 
 
17 March 2005 
Nairobi 
The Swedish royal family yesterday lauded the conservation efforts made by the UN agency on the environmental, Unep. 

King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia Gustaf planted a tree at the United Nations Environment Programme headquarters in Nairobi to commemorate their visit to Kenya. 

The family, which also visited Sadili sports complex, in Langata constituency, urged organizations to teach the youth, importance of keeping the environment clean. 

Unep executive director Kalus Toepfer said the his organisation and Habitat were happy to be housed in Africa. 

"It (the continent) is the craddle of mankind which is currently faced with many challenges and needs the backing of UN," added Mr Toepfer. 

The Unep boss cited poverty as the biggest challenge facing Africa which could only be eradicated with the help of the international community. 

The royal family held private discussions with both Mr Toepfer and Habitat executive director Anna Tibaijuka. 

At Sadili, the King and Queen toured the facility and witnessed children playing different types of sports. 

They also participated in a question and answer session on environment issues with the children. 

Mr Toepfer urged organisations to fund the facility saying Unep would match every dollar donated. 

Langata MP Raila Odinga who welcomed the family in Langata, thanked the Swedish government for their aid to Kenya. 

The royal couple are on a three-day visit to Kenya.

_____________________________________________________________________________
BBC News: Club Med sees tsunami dent sales 

16 March 2005

Club Mediterranee, the operator of exotic all-inclusive holiday resorts, has blamed the deadly Asian tsunami for a drop in quarterly bookings and sales. 

Turnover in the three months through January fell 6.9% to 319m euros (£223m; $429m), from 342m a year earlier. 

Club Med was forced to close a number of holiday villages after an earthquake in the Indian Ocean triggered waves that killed close to 250,000 people. 

Tourists also were reluctant to travel to areas affected by the disaster. 

It is estimated that about $12bn will be needed to rebuild areas hit by the tsunami, which was called one of "the worst human tragedies in history" by the UN Environment Programme (Unep). 

Difficult process 
The worst affected countries include favoured tourist destinations such as Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives. 

Club Med has operations in a number of those nations and analysts said that earnings are likely to remain under pressure for the next 18 months. 

The company said that reservations are proving slow to pick up and that they had declined 2.2% over the winter period ending 5 March. 

"In the wake of the such natural disasters as the hurricanes and the tsunami, we are redoubling our efforts to achieve our operating income target of approximately 100m euros in 2006," Club Med chairman Henri Giscard d'Estaing said. 

Club Med said that insurance payments should cover any financial losses related to the tsunami. 

The company also is hoping that earnings will be bolstered by cost cutting measures stemming from closer co-operation with hotel group Accor, which last year bought a 29% stake in Club Med.
________________________________________________________________________

Mediaterre: La réglementation des méteaux lourds

16 March 2005 

Les gouvernements ont pris le 25 février une décision importante pour la réduction des risques sanitaires et environnementaux liés au mercure, un métal lourd en rapport avec un grand nombre de maladies.

Dans le cadre d’un programme élargi sur le mercure, ils ont demandé au Programme des Nations Unies pour l’environnement (PNUE) de mener une étude sur la quantité de mercure commercialisée et disponible dans le monde.

Le mercure, un métal lourd qui peut avoir des effets tels que des lésions cérébrales chez les enfants en bas âge, est utilisé dans des produits aussi divers que les ampoules électriques, les plombages dentaires et les thermomètres.

Des actions devront également être prises afin de renforcer la communication sur les risques du mercure envers des groupes plus vulnérables. Ceux-ci inclus les femmes enceintes dont les enfants risquent d’avoir des malformations si elles mangent trop de poissons ou de mammifères marins tel que les phoques contaminés par le mercure.

__________________________________________________________________________

Venezuelanalysis.com : Venezuela to Fulfill Millennium Goals Three Years Early
By Sarah Wagner 
Caracas, Venezuela, March 15, 2005— During a formal ceremony entitled "Fulfilling the Millennium Goals," held in the Miraflores presidential palace today, Venezuelan Vice-President José Vicente Rangel announced that Venezuela will fulfill its Millennium Goals by 2012, three years ahead of schedule. "The United Nations has the assurance that we are going to do everything possible that is within our reach so that the goal is not 2015 but instead the end of the second term of President Hugo Chávez. I believe that we are going to do it, the will is there, the consciousness is there, the social sensitivity is there, there exists a will to act," Rangel proudly affirmed. 

In September, 2002, during the United Nations Millennium Summit, 189 countries signed a world-wide pact known as the Development Objectives of the Millennium, or simply "Millennium Goals." Countries who signed the pact committed themselves to undertake measures to meet eight social goals by 2015, including: eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equality and empowering women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, combating HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability, and developing a global partnership for development.  According to the UN's website, "developing countries have the responsibility to undertake policy reforms and strengthen governance...to ensure that globalization becomes a positive force for all the world’s people."

Rangel, together with the rest of the Venezuelan cabinet, turned over documents that supporting their affirmations to the Resident Coordinator for the United Nations System of Organizations in Venezuela, David Macclajan-Karr. Macclajan-Karr then gave a short, but very positive speech on Venezuela's progress.  

According to a UN Millennium Goals Status Report for 2004, unlike Venezuela, the majority of the world is "making progress but lagging," and regions such as Sub-Saharan Africa, are far from meeting their goals.  UNEP's director of the regional office for Africa, Sekou Toure, believes that in order for Africa to make progress, it is necessary to focus on "south-south cooperation."

In an interview with Venezuelan Minister of Education, Aristóbulo Iztúriz, he made note of an increasingly negative trend, in terms of education, both globally and regionally, in Latin America. "In 2000, 38 million Latin Americans were illiterate; now the region has 43 million illiterates. Instead of decreasing, it increased. In 2000, 840 million people in the world were illiterate; now there are over 900 million," he explained. 

Istúriz affirmed that in 2000, 1.5 million Venezuelans were illiterate, however in the last four years the Venezuelan literacy campaign, has taught 1.4 million Venezuelans to read and write. "We are going to fulfill the goals," he noted excitedly, adding, "this has to do with the policies of the state. It has to do with the budget.  When you want to see if a government has social orientation, look at the budget. Last year, in 2004, we had 20% of the budget allotted to education. 20%.  1/5 of this country's budget was dedicated to education." 

____________________________________________________________________________


Asia Pulse: Asian Countries to Draft Sustainable Development Consumption Action Plans 

Manila, 16 March 2005
 
Several Asian countries will draft their respective national action plans to promote sustainable consumption (SC) in the region.

"We shall consider inputs from the on-going 'Regional Cross-Learning Seminar on SC' when drafting the plans," explained Department of Environment and Natural Resources Environmental Management Bureau (DENR-EMB) Director Julian Amador.

The agency is hosting the seminar from March 15 to 17 during which representatives of public and private entities from 12 Asian countries shall discuss the potentially-devastating impact of rising consumer consumption in the region and measures that can be done to effectively implement SC. 

These countries are Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines.

In examining this issue, authorities also aim to increase public awareness about SC which they said is informed and efficient consumption that minimizes depletion of the planet's natural resources through use of environment-friendly materials and systems. "During this seminar, we shall assess our country's situation and examine best SC practices of other nations to see whether these can be adapted in the Philippines," Amador continued.

He added measures chosen shall be included in the country's action plan.

Citing existing conditions nationwide, the DENR-EMB head explained there is an urgent need to consolidate strategies that promote SC since he said consumption patterns of Filipinos are already changing. "Compared to rural folk, people in urban areas consume more products," he said, warning that unless authorities institute proper intervention, this urban consumption pattern will produce more waste. On the average, Amador noted, each person in Metro Manila produces about 0.6 kilograms of waste daily while he said a rural resident produces 0.35 kilograms of waste per day.

"So if there are some 10 million people in Metro Manila and we don't apply the SC concept, we'll keep on producing more waste and environmental degradation," he reasoned.

Amador pointed out the administration continues to push for sustainable Philippine development through measures such as exploration of alternative and renewable energy sources and promotion of environment-friendly products with ecolabelling.

He added drafting of the national action plan shall complement the Philippine government's thrust towards tapping the private sector to help promote SC among Filipinos.

The ongoing regional seminar at the EDSA Shangri-La Plaza in Mandaluyong City is part of SC.Asia, shortened name for the two-year project 'Capacity Building for Implementation of UN Guidelines on Consumer Protection in Asia' which the European Union's Asia Pro Eco Programme is funding.

This project aims to help strengthen the capacity of the public and private sectors in Asia in implementing SC guidelines of the United Nations.

SC.Asia also seeks to promote sharing of best SC practices among Asian and European countries.

Aside from the 12 Asian countries, this project also involves Denmark, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden.

The United Nations Environment Programme, Consumers International, the Center for Environment and Dvelopment and the Danish Consumer Council are likewise supporting SC. Asia.

___________________________________________________________________________

 Mineweb: Placer Dome is Latest Oxfam Target

16 March 2005

(Mineweb.com) The battle over who is ultimately fiscally responsible for the clean-up of pollution resulting from the 1996 Marcopper tailings spill in the Philippines shifted into high gear Wednesday with the release of a Oxfam report into the aftermath of the disaster.

Oxfam Australia, citing the Marcopper spill as proof, claimed that there is a need for legal standards which control companies wherever they operate as well as creation of a formal complaints mechanism.

Oxfam has accused Placer Dome, which was a minority shareholder of the Marcopper Mining Corporation in the Philippines, of "turning its back on the Island's people, failing to complete an environmental clean-up, adequately compensate affected communities or take steps to prevent future disasters." The ombudsman's report claims that heavy metal poisoning has killed three children, while fishermen claim they have lost limbs as a result of alleged arsenic contamination from mine waste. 

Placer Dome contends that, after spending $ 70 million to remedy the situation plus $ 1.5 million in compensation to residents along the river, any remaining issues "were and remain the express responsibility of the mine's owner and operator" Marcopper Mining.

However, Oxfam's report asserts that local communities and their support organizations say they cannot "ascertain who owns Marcopper and its main shareholder "F Holdings." Oxfam's Mining Ombudsman began investigating the Marinduque case in 2002. In 2004, two field investigations were conducted by the ombudsman and scientific research was funded by Oxfam's Community Aid Abroad Program.

In 1996, the Tapian Pit drainage tunnel at Marcopper burst releasing three million tonnes of waste into the Boac River in the Fillipino province of Marinduque. It caused the worst man-made disaster in the country's history, according to Oxfam. At the time of the spill, no foreign investor was permitted to own a controlling interest in Philippine mineral assets. Therefore, Placer Dome served as a minority partner at Marcopper.

Oxfam contends that "few people on Marinduque, particularly those directly affected by the mine, appear to have received long-term benefits from the considerable mined wealth generated on their island." Villagers told Oxfam that the fish they eat are still polluted from the spill and that heavy metals remain in Calancan Bay. Several villagers claim to be suffering from illness they attribute to heavy metal poisoning. In July 2004, 105 individuals sued Marcopper and Placer Dome claiming family members had died from diseases attributed to heavy metal poisoning.

At the time of the spill, Placer Dome contends it "stepped in to prevent a very serious situation from worsening." By 1997, Placer Copper Holdings, a subsidiary of Placer Dome, divested its interest in Marcopper.

In 2001, Placer Dome said it conducted a study which determined the Boac River "was once again available for traditional local uses such as clothes washing, transportation, swimming, fishing and local gravel mining operations." Meanwhile, the company paid $ 1.5 million in compensation to residents and set up a $ 735,000 environmental guarantee fund for future compensation funds relating to the tailings spill. The fund is expected to complete payment of all commitments by the end of this month.

Immediately after the spill, Placer Copper Holdings funding a series of medical clinics. After 18 months, the clinics were discontinued because no "detectable, acute health impacts related to the presence of tailings deposits in the river were found." An United Nations Environment Programme Expert Assessment Mission Report concluded there was no evidence of acute poisoning in the exposure population due to the spill.

In February 2005, the Philippine Department of the Environment and Natural Resources issued an order to F Holdings and Placer Dome International to implement recommendations concerning remediation and rehabilitation work and other matters raised in a Marinduque Environment and Health Study report issued in January 2005. Placer Dome has requested that it be removed from the directive and that these issues be addressed by the mine's owner and operator.

Placer Dome argues that it "contained the problem, remediated the effects of the accident, compensated those affect and worked diligently to be a positive presence on the island of Marinduque in the absence of any other party willing to able to provide the necessary work and funding."

Prior to the disaster, Marcopper was the largest employer on the island of Marinduque, and created most of the infrastructure on the island. However, Adeline Angeles, Chair of the Committee on Environment in the Marinduque provincial legislature, claims "the environment and the people of Marinduque are still suffering. ...Nobody is taking responsibility. Nothing significant is happening and we do not want our people to die one by one."

Oxfam Australia's Mining Ombudsman Ingrid Macdonald said, "The men, women and children of Marinduque feel forgotten by the world and face an uncertain future. Their request is simple--for Placer Dome to face up to its responsibility, clean up its waste and pay up what it owes."

Oxfam admitted that it is using Marcopper as an example of why legacy issues in the mining industry must be addressed. "Companies such as Placer Dome divest from countries with the effect that they avoid liability, yet present themselves as leaders in corporate responsibility," said Macdonald. "The Marinduque case clearly shows the legal for legal stands which control companies no matter where they operate as well as the need for a formal mechanism."

In a 2004 letter to Oxfam, Australia, Keith Ferguson, Vice President of Safety and Sustainability for Placer Dome, stated: "Oxfam's supporters, as well as the general public, would be better served by a factual account of the important issues raised in the Ombudsman's report."

The Oxfam report made the made several recommendations including not re-opening the Marinduque mine. In addition, the report suggests that Placer Dome and Marcopper fund an independent environmental and health investigation into the impact of the tailings on Calancan Bay. The mining companies were also called upon to fully rehabilitate the Mogpog and Boac Rivers and decommission the Maguila-Guila dam. Oxfam also demanded the mine site should be properly reclaim and that all back pay and lost benefits should be repaid to former Marcopper employees.

The Marcopper disaster is frequently raised by opponents to foreign mining operations in the Philippines. A U.S. Geological Survey team has warned of another potential environmental disaster in the area if four mine tailings dams at Marcopper are not rehabilitated immediately.

___________________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring International Reports : IRAQI PRESS HIGHLIGHTS ON 14 MAR 

Al-Nahdah publishes on page 4 a 150-word report saying that the Ministry of Environment participated in the workshop organized by UNEP in cooperation with the UnitedNations Institute for Training and Research, UNITAR, in Amman

____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
Associated Press: Senate Votes to Allow Arctic Drilling

16 March 2005

	


WASHINGTON (AP) -- A closely divided Senate voted Wednesday to approve oil drilling in an Alaska wildlife refuge, a major victory for President Bush and a stinging defeat for environmentalists who have fought the idea for decades.

By a 51-49 vote, the Senate put a refuge drilling provision in next year's budget, depriving opponents of the chance to use a filibuster to try to block it. Filibusters, which require 60 votes to overcome, have been used to defeat drilling proposals in the past.

``This project will keep our economy growing by creating jobs and ensuring that businesses can expand,'' Bush said in a statement. ``And it will make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy, eventually by up to a million barrels of oil a day.''

Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, who has fought for 24 years to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil companies, acknowledged it still could be ``a long process'' before a final drilling measure clears Congress. Lawmakers must agree on the final budget, something they failed to do last year, or Wednesday's vote would have been for naught.

Also, the House did not include an Arctic refuge measure in its budget, a difference that will have to be worked out in future negotiations.

Nevertheless, the Senate made clear by Wednesday's vote that a majority now supports tapping what is believed to be 10.4 billions or more of barrels of oil within the refuge's 1.5 million-acre coastal plain, said Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska. Two years ago, a similar attempt to use the budget process to open the refuge failed by three votes.

But that was before Republicans last November expanded their majority, adding a number of GOP senators who favor drilling. Only seven Republicans, all moderates, bucked their party Wednesday and voted with most Democrats against opening the refuge.

Environmentalists said while the vote was disappointing, they haven't given up the fight. ``It only strengthens our resolve to protect America's most pristine national wildlife refuge for our children's future,'' said Larry Schweiger, president of the National Wildlife Federation.

``The battle is far from over,'' said Lexi Keogh of the Alaska Wilderness League. She said environmentalists will push to keep the ANWR provision out of a final budget document.

The oil industry has sought for more than two decades to get access to the oil. In 1980, Congress said the oil could be developed, but only if lawmakers specifically authorized the Interior Department to sell oil leases. Repeatedly Congress has failed to do so.

Environmentalists for years have fought such development, contending it would lead to a spider web of drilling platforms, pipelines and roads that would adversely impact the calving grounds of caribou, polar bears and millions of migratory birds that use the refuge's coastal plain.

``The fact is it's going to be destructive,'' Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., said during debate on an amendment that would have stripped the drilling language from the budget measure. Democrats fell two votes short of the 51 needed.

Kerry and other drilling opponents argued that more oil would be saved than ANWR could produce if Congress enacted an energy policy focusing on conservation, more efficient cars and trucks and increased reliance on renewable fuels.

Drilling supporters countered that the refuge's oil can be pumped while still protecting the environment and wildlife.

Modern technology, drilling techniques and environmental restrictions would dramatically limit the industrial footprint that would be left on the tundra and protect wildlife, said Murkowski. ``We know we've got to do it right. ... It's a fragile environment.''

One GOP senator after another argued that with foreign imports accounting for more than half of the oil the country uses, every available barrel should be pursued. The Alaska refuge represents the largest potential onshore oil find in the country, they said.

``Some people say we ought to conserve more. They say we ought to conserve instead of producing this oil. But we need to do everything. We have to conserve and produce where we can,'' said Sen. Pete Domenici, R-N.M., chairman of the Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

But drilling opponents rejected the suggestion that ANWR's oil would have much impact on global markets, today's high oil and gasoline prices, or the continued U.S. reliance on foreign producers.

``We won't see this oil for 10 years. It will have minimal impact,'' argued Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash. It is ``foolish to say oil development and a wildlife refuge can coexist.''

Cantwell and other Democrats accused Republicans of trying ``an end run'' by attaching the refuge provisions to the budget, saying the question of drilling in an ecologically pristine refuge -- a ``special place'' as many environmentalists called it -- should be debated as separate legislation or as part of a broad energy bill.

``It's the only way around the filibuster,'' countered Stevens, defending the use of the budget process. He said that approach is justified for issues that have special importance such as getting at ANWR's oil, something he characterized as a matter of ``national security.''

_____________________________________________________________________________

New York Times: Climate Change is Called Economic Threat at Talks

By Heather Timmons

LONDON, March 15 - The British government gathered together environment and energy officials from 20 countries on Tuesday to discuss climate change, which Britain has declared a top issue as it takes the leadership of the Group of 8 industrialized nations. 

Britain's finance minister, Gordon Brown, told the delegates here at the opening of the meetings that the changing climate could no longer be considered just an environmental issue, but a real threat to economic activity. 

"We have sufficient evidence that human-made climate change is the most far-reaching and almost certainly the most threatening of all the environmental challenges facing us," Mr. Brown said. Problems from soil erosion to the depletion of marine stocks "threaten future economic activity and growth" around the world, he said. 

Mr. Brown called on wealthy nations to solve these problems, both because they had caused them, he said, and because less developed nations will feel their effects more keenly. "Climate change is an issue of justice as much of economic development," he said.

The British government and the Bush administration differ over the importance of greenhouse gases, mostly notably in the Kyoto agreement on limiting emissions that went into effect last month without the backing of the United States.

The same day that Mr. Brown talked about cutting emissions, an American delegate, James L. Connaughton, chairman of the United States Council on Environmental Quality, told the BBC in an interview that the science was still contested. "We are still working on the issue of causation, the extent to which humans are a factor" in global warming, he said. He added, though, that they might well be a factor.
The United States rejected the Kyoto treaty, an international pledge to cut carbon emissions that went into effect last month, because the quotas assigned to the country were "unreasonable," Mr. Connaughton said. Instead, the United States government plans to focus on technology, he said. 

At the meeting, a Chinese delegate, Liu Jiang, vice chairman of the country's National Development and Reform Commission, emphasized the country's willingness to work on controlling greenhouse gas emissions even as its rapid economic expansion continued.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde: Leçons de survie à la radioactivité en Biélorussie
Hervé Kempf

16 March 2005

La population de ce pays a particulièrement souffert de Tchernobyl. Elle se contamine toujours. Moins par le sol que par les aliments. La mise en place d'une culture de protection radiologique a permis de diminuer ces risques. Un exemple à méditer pour l'Europe en cas d'accident nucléaire
Un accident nucléaire grave est aussi possible en Europe de l'Ouest et il faut s'y préparer : c'est là le message essentiel du programme de recherche européen SAGE (Stratégies pour le développement d'une culture de protection radiologique), dont les conclusions ont été présentées lors d'un colloque qui s'est tenu les 14 et 15 mars à Paris. Inspiré de l'expérience subie par la Biélorussie après l'explosion de la centrale nucléaire de Tchernobyl, ce programme, qui implique des chercheurs français, britanniques, allemands et biélorusses, vise à "implanter et disséminer une culture de protection radiologique en Europe de l'Ouest, pour faire face aux cas d'incident ou d'accident avec des conséquences radiologiques à long terme" (www.ec-sage.net). 

Un accident nucléaire contamine durablement, et sur une grande surface, les régions affectées sans qu'il soit possible d'évacuer toutes les populations qui sont exposées à ses retombées. Celles-ci doivent vivre dans une ambiance radioactive sans doute faible, mais bien supérieure à celle du fonds naturel. Pour limiter les atteintes sanitaires de ces faibles doses, des mesures de précaution bien appliquées dans la vie quotidienne - "la culture de protection radiologique" - peuvent diminuer sensiblement le risque, estiment les acteurs du programme SAGE qui ont développé une pédagogie de la vie en conditions radioactives.

"Il est utile de diffuser cette culture à l'Ouest pour trois raisons, explique Jacques Lochard, directeur du CEPN (Centre d'étude sur l'évaluation de la protection dans le domaine nucléaire) et coordinateur de SAGE. D'abord, des territoires restent contaminés de manière importante depuis Tchernobyl, au nord de la Norvège et au sud de l'Ecosse. Ensuite, il faut se préparer au cas où il y aurait un gros pépin. Enfin, depuis le 11 septembre 2001, il faut envisager des actes de terrorisme qui pourraient donner lieu à une contamination importante."
De ce point de vue, l'expérience de la Biélorussie est cruciale pour imaginer ce qu'il faudrait faire. Situé au nord de l'Ukraine, ce pays qui ne possède pas de centrale nucléaire, a reçu 70 % des retombées radioactives de l'explosion de 1986. Un million et demi de personnes vivent dans des zones où les sols présentent une radioactivité supérieure à 37 000 becquerels (Bq) par m2. Cela se traduit par une morbidité importante. "Dans notre district de Bragin, seul un enfant sur dix peut être considéré en bonne santé au terme des études secondaires", fait remarquer Tatiana Kotlabai, de l'association biélorusse Germes de vie. "Selon les données du ministère de la santé publique, indique encore Vassili Nesterenko, directeur de l'Institut Belrad, à Minsk, 90 % des enfants dans les zones aujourd'hui contaminées étaient en bonne santé en 1985, 20 % aujourd'hui."

Plus inquiétant : les pathologies que présentent les enfants ne sont pas celles que l'on s'attendait à observer après exposition à la radioactivité : au lieu de cancers, des maladies cardio-vasculaires, des problèmes immunitaires et du canal digestif, etc. "Quand on discute avec les médecins des zones, raconte Jacques Lochard, ils disent que les enfants ont des maladies de vieux. Cela ne rentre pas dans les schémas connus. Toute la science de la radioactivité s'est construite sur Hiroshima, un phénomène d'irradiation brutale et externe. Avec Tchernobyl, la situation est toute nouvelle : des millions de personnes ingèrent par alimentation de la radioactivité. Et il semble bien qu'au-delà d'effets cancérogènes d'autres effets soient provoqués."

Comment limiter l'exposition des populations ? La voie principale de contamination étant l'alimentation, il est apparu, grâce notamment aux programmes de recherche Ethos et CORE, que l'essentiel était d'informer les habitants, de leur proposer des mesures régulières de leur contamination et de la nourriture qu'ils consomment, et enfin de modifier leur régime alimentaire.

Mme Kotlabia, dont l'association a élaboré cette méthode avec succès dans plusieurs villages, explique :"La famille Sadenov avait deux enfants qui présentaient une contamination de 2 250 et de 953 Bq/kg. On a parlé avec les parents, identifié la source de contamination - du gibier -, et on leur a expliqué qu'il ne fallait pas en manger sans que sa radioactivité ait été préalablement mesurée. Puis on a envoyé les enfants en sanatorium en leur recommandant de prendre de la pectine. Résultat : l'aîné a vu sa contamination divisée par six, et le cadet par vingt-quatre."
Il reste à généraliser cette démarche en Biélorussie. Une tâche difficile, en raison du manque de moyens de l'Etat. De surcroît, la démarche encourt la critique de Vassili Nesterenko, un personnage clé de l'effort entrepris en raison de l'activité incessante de l'Institut Belrad pour dresser l'état de la contamination des populations touchées.

M. Nesterenko regrette que le programme CORE n'encourage pas la distribution de pectine - une poudre de pulpe de pomme -, alors que ses études (dont l'une a été publiée dansSwiss Medical Weekly en 2004) tendent à montrer son efficacité dans l'abaissement du taux de contamination.

La démarche générale de CORE et de SAGE est vivement critiquée par des groupes antinucléaires. La neutralité du CEPN est mise en cause, cet organisme étant financé par EDF, Areva et le CEA. D'ailleurs, les participants au colloque de Paris ont été accueillis par des jets d'œufs et de peinture rouge provenant d'un groupe qui a laissé un texte signé "Lonesome cobaye not so far away from Belarus"("Cobaye solitaire pas si éloigné de la Biélorussie").

Cet acte n'a guère convaincu les participants, notamment biélorusses. M. Nesterenko a qualifié le geste d'"ignoble". Le texte critiquait le fait "d'aider les populations à faire comme si elles pouvaient vivre normalement dans des conditions qui les tuent. (...) Toute cette affaire vise à organiser l'acceptation et la confiance sociale nécessaires à la relance actuelle des programmes nucléaires".

"Que faut-il faire ? demande Jacques Lochard. Déporter les gens, geler leurs terres ? S'ils veulent vivre là, il serait irresponsable de ne pas leur donner les moyens d'améliorer leurs conditions de vie." Mieux vaudrait que la question ne se pose pas en Europe. Mais elle est devenue imaginable.
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UNEP in the news

Royal Family Praises UNEP

The Nation (Nairobi): The Swedish royal family yesterday lauded the conservation efforts made by the UN agency on the environmental, UNEP. King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia Gustaf planted a tree at the United Nations Environment Programme headquarters in Nairobi to commemorate their visit to Kenya. The family, which also visited Sadili sports complex, in Langata constituency, urged organizations to teach the youth, importance of keeping the environment clean. UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said his organization and Habitat were happy to be housed in Africa. "It (the continent) is the cradle of mankind which is currently faced with many challenges and needs the backing of UN," added Mr. Toepfer. The UNEP boss cited poverty as the biggest challenge facing Africa which could only be eradicated with the help of the international community. The royal family held private discussions with both Mr. Toepfer and Habitat executive director Anna Tibaijuka. At Sadili, the King and Queen toured the facility and witnessed children playing different types of sports. They also participated in a question and answer session on environment issues with the children. Mr. Toepfer urged organizations to fund the facility saying UNEP would match every dollar donated. Langata MP Raila Odinga, who welcomed the family in Langata, thanked the Swedish government for their aid to Kenya. The royal couple is on a three-day visit to Kenya. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503160911.html
African ministers convene environment conference

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Vice-chairman Nancoman Keïta of the African ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) has renewed appeals to development partners to continue supporting the implementation of NEPAD's (the New Partnership for Africa's Development) plan of action. In an opening statement at the second conference here Tuesday for the implementation of the NEPAD environmental plan of action, Keïta urged the international community to assist Africa face the current challenges of environmental degradation. Keïta, who is also minister of Environment in Mali, affirmed his belief that the efforts made by African States will bear fruits through the initiatives launched for sustainable development, including actions required by the Millennium Declaration. The two-day conference by African ministers of Environment aims at committing Africa's partners to an "open debate" for the implementation of NEPAD's environmental plan of action. The ministers intend to analyze the plan's level of implementation since it was initiated, while assessing its practical and adapted financial mechanisms of implementation in order to improve strategies to carry out its proposed projects. The meeting marks the end of a series of partners' conferences exclusively devoted to the African designed plan of action. "An overview of the projects already carried out is given in the document made available to the conference by AMCEN," Keita said. Considering the level of damage to the environment in Africa, including desertification, soil loss in productivity, loss of biodiversity, pollution and deforestation, Keita reminded his colleagues of the need for vigilance to project the environment. Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade, who presided over the opening ceremony, lamented that Africa failed to give early consideration to the relationship between sustainable development and environmental protection. Therefore, he reminded African environment ministers of their enormous task in implementing the environmental action plans of NEPAD. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng075651&dte=16/03/2005
AFRIQUE-NEPAD : Ouverture, mardi à Dakar, d'une conférence sur la mise en oeuvre du volet environnement du NEPAD

Dakar, 13 mars (APS) - La cérémonie d'ouverture de la deuxième conférence de partenariat pour la mise en œuvre du plan d'action environnement du Nouveau partenariat pour le développement de l'Afrique (NEPAD) sera présidée, mardi par le chef de l'Etat, Me Abdoulaye Wade, annonce un communiqué reçu dimanche à l'APS. Prévue au Méridien Président, cette conférence qui se poursuit jusqu'au16 mars se tient sous l'égide de la Conférence des ministres africains de l'Environnement (CMAE). ‘'Il s'agira, durant cette conférence, de la validation du mécanisme de financement du volet environnement du NEPAD à travers la création d'un fonds de l'environnement à la Banque africaine de développement'', précise la même source.

Plan d’action environnemental du NEPAD : Wade déplore la lenteur des financements

Paru le Mercredi 16 mars 2005

L’espoir suscité par la mise en place du NEPAD tarde encore à se concrétiser. D’ailleurs, le Président Wade a déploré hier la lenteur des financements. C’est ce qui a occasionné la tenue de la seconde conférence continentale de partenariat dans la mise en œuvre du projet environnemental du NEPAD. Ainsi, durant deux jours, des experts et des partenaires au développement vont élaborer les stratégies pour la mise en œuvre des mécanismes et moyens de financement pour le volet environnemental du NEPAD. La cérémonie d’ouverture a été présidée par le président de la République Me Abdoulaye Wade, en présence des représentants de la Banque africaine de développement (BAD) et du Programme des Nations Unies pour l’Environnement (PNUE). Dans son intervention, le chef de l’Etat a déploré la lenteur des financements. Pour Me Abdoulaye Wade « l’éternel problème des délais d’étude des financements cause des difficultés à l’Afrique». Avant d’ajouter : «comprenez que la responsabilité est partagée car nous africains, nous ne devons plus attendre. Il faut prendre les devants». Sur ce, le chef de l’Etat annonce qu’un séminaire devra avoir lieu au mois de juin avec des spécialistes pour la rapidité du financement des projets. «Comme vous le savez, la mise en œuvre concrète des programmes du NEPAD constitue pour moi, actuellement, une des premières priorités auxquelles doivent s’atteler toutes les catégories d’acteurs au développement de notre continent pour relever le défi du développement durable et de la lutte contre la pauvreté» fait-il savoir. Selon Me Wade, la présente conférence s’inscrit dans cette dynamique puisqu’elle a pour objectif de mettre en place un mécanisme de financement devant permettre l’exécution des projets et programmes contenus dans ledit plan.  Après l’étape d’Alger en décembre 2003, où la communauté internationale en a pris connaissance et a fait des manifestations d’intérêt financier, l’étape de Dakar permet de passer à une vitesse supérieure, celle relative à la mise à disposition d’un outil financier consensuel. 

Projets environnementaux du NEPAD : Avis de recherche de milliards

Walf : Les soixante-dix-neuf projets environnementaux déclarés prioritaires en Afrique, dans le cadre du NEPAD, font l'objet de recherches de financement. La deuxième conférence pour la mise en œuvre de ce volet, qui porte sur plus de deux projets inventoriés sur le continent, a été présidée hier par Me Wade. Une rencontre qui se tient pour voir quels mécanismes idoines de financement mettre en place. Il est déjà question de la création d'un Fonds de l'environnement à la Banque africaine de développement (BAD), mais rien n'est encore fait.  Il reste que «dans ces soixante-dix-neuf projets, certains sont en cours de mise en œuvre dans beaucoup de pays. Il s'agit des projets de lutte contre la désertification, de lutte contre l'érosion côtière et la gestion des zones côtières», souligne le Directeur de l’élaboration des politiques et du droit de l'environnement au Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE). Mais pour M. Bakary Kanté, la question du financement reste encore entière. Si les besoins sont identifiés, le montant des investissements reste encore dans le domaine du secret. La BAD, selon M. Kanté, est un «élément de transparence et de confiance au niveau des bailleurs de fonds pour gérer ces ressources». Le financement sera plutôt l'affaire des partenaires au développement. 

General Environment News

Mathai, Nguesso to address forests meeting
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Mathai will on Tuesday address a high-level UN Food Agriculture Organisation meeting on forests in Rome, Italy. Mathai is among the distinguished personalities who will address the forum, according to FAO. Others are the Congo Republic President Sassou Nguesso and Finnish Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen. Nguesso, who recently hosted a summit of heads of state for the conservation of the Congo Basin forests in Central Africa and was instrumental in forging the first regional conservation treaty for the basin, will address the opening session. At 241 million hectares, the basin is the world's second largest rainforest, the UN agency said, after that of Brazil. As a country actively engaged in international forestry and with one of the highest percentage of forest cover in the world, Finland has been a staunch supporter of FAO's work in forestry. The forestry sector contributes eight percent to its gross domestic product, second only to the electronics industry, according to FAO.  Mathai has worked for the past 30 years to promote ecologically viable social, economic and cultural development in Kenya and other countries in Africa. Her efforts are in recognition of the contribution of the environment to peace and poverty eradication. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng075507&dte=15/03/2005
400 million Africans lack access to clean water

Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - Over 400 million Africans have no access to potable water, according to a report issued at the opening here of a meeting of the African Water Company (AAE). The report said an African uses on average 30 litres of water per day while an American uses 600 litres. "There over 50 hydrographic and river basins as well as cross- border lakes in Africa, but for most, there has so far been no agreement on their management, which is a big hurdle against efforts to ensure regional security," the report indicated. According to the same report, only 36% of the African population has had adequate sanitation facilities. It said that in the last 20 years, some 100,000 water points have been set up in the continent. "Africa is seen as the domain of drought whereas an excess, rather than a lack of water is the issue at stake. Access to clean water is difficult because even where there is water, it is scarce and of poor quality," the report added. According to the document, over half of the African population is exposed to water-borne diseases such as diarrhoea, Schistosomiasis and malaria. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng075483&dte=15/03/2005
Imminent Volcanic Eruption Worries Reps

Daily Trust (Abuja): volcanic eruption from Lake Nyos in the Republic of Cameroon and the danger it poses to some parts of Benue, Taraba, Adamawa and Cross River States, the House of Representatives yesterday urged the federal government to liaise with the Republic of Cameroon and relevant international agencies to find urgent and lasting solution to the impending disaster. The House also urged the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), to be more proactive in disaster prevention just as it requested the federal ministry of environment to ascertain the scope and imminence of the explosion of the lake and furnish the House with an immediate report. Also, the House committee on Emergency Preparedness was mandated to liaise with its Cameroon counterparts to fashion out ways in which the accumulated poisonous gas in the lake could be controlled. Moving a motion on the impending catastrophe, Hon. Terngu Tsega, pointed out that the current volume of gas in the lake amounts to 300 million cubic meters of poisonous carbon dioxide which is over and above the volume that precipitated a similar explosion of the lake in 1986. He also noted that about 1,800 people died in large scale volcanic eruptions in 1954, 1982, 1985 and 1986, with 843 hospitalized while there was widespread devastation of farmlands and vegetation in affected areas due to massive emissions of dangerous gaseous substances at very high velocity. He said that the Adamawa state government has received warning of the impending disaster from Cameroon just as NEMA and its Benue-State counterpart also warned of the imminent explosion in a newspaper publication (ThisDay, February 2, 2005).  http://allafrica.com/stories/200503160033.html
Help Conserve Environment, NEMA Boss Urges Parliament

The Nation (Nairobi): The National Environmental Management Authority director general Ratemo Michieka yesterday urged MPs to use part of the Constituency Development Fund on environmental matters. Prof Michieka said he had written to the legislators on the need to have 10 per cent of the funds allocated to environmental activities.  Prof Michieka spoke during a workshop on the State of Environment for Rift Valley environmental officers. The chairman of Nema, Prof Canute Khamala, opened the one day workshop at Waterbuck hotel in Nakuru. Prof Michieka said MPs should be able to single out issues in their constituencies that need to be addressed. He said environmental issues should be of concern to all Kenyans, pointing out that in the past, conservation efforts had been unsuccessful because of ignorance and lack of awareness among the public. Prof Michieka said arid and semi arid lands have been affected by the propis juliflora (Mathenge) weed, which has made them unsuitable for settlement. He named the affected areas as North Eastern and parts of Baringo District where the weed cover has prevented any fruitful farming and destroyed pasture. Prof Khamala said the value of the State of the Environment 2004 report was that it was a unique tool in providing and analyzing the environmental. Prof Michieka said the report will enable NEMA to address issues relating to land use and the environment. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503160904.html
Punitive Measures Await Illegal Technicians, As NTGL Strives to Protect Environment

The NEWS (Monrovia): The Government of Liberia through the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in collaboration with the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) has put into place mechanisms aimed at enforcing the environmental protection laws in the country. The EPA and GTZ have begun a 5-day training of trainers program at the Monrovia Vocational Training Center for refrigeration technicians in the country in order to prevent the mismanagement of refrigerant gas, which has been tested and proven harmful to the environment.  Speaking at the opening of the program, the Chief Officer of the National Ozone Unit at the EPA, John Brandy, said the initiative is also geared toward eliminating those substances that could cause damage to the Ozone layer.  He admonished refrigeration technicians in the country to take advantage of the training program, as those technicians who will not form part of the training will be barred from practicing as such. At the same time, a National Refrigeration Demonstration Center (NRDC) has been officially opened at the Monrovia Vocational Training Center (MVTC) on Somalia Drive, outside Monrovia. The Center, according to Mr. Brandy, will help ensure the smooth operation of refrigeration technicians in Liberia. The Center is being funded by GTZ and the NTGL through the EPA. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503160689.html
Respect the Environment or Expect Disaster

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): Defence Organisation (ICDO), Nawarf B. AI Sleibi, stated yesterday that if the global community does not curb its environmental abuses, then disasters could be imminent. "In the next twenty to thirty years, the environment will undergo great upheavals inevitably requiring a change in the mode of this planet's inhabitants," he warned, adding that the frequency of disasters due to events such as global warming and exploitation of resources and raw materials, would increase in the next decades.  The General-Secretary made these observations in a speech read on his behalf by the National Coordinator of National Disaster Management Organisation (NADMO), Brig. Joseph Odei, at the launch of the World Civil Defence Day, 2005. The theme was, "Civil Defence and the protection of the environment" with focus on plastic waste menace. Specialists in this field are in agreement in recognizing that such risks evolve continuously with time, at the same rate of technological advances. He noted that what is new is the manner in which the risks linked to the environment are perceived today by the citizens who no longer accept the notion of fate and demand the notion of zero risk. He said in the face of such risks, the state has a central role to play. This, he added, would be in conceiving and implementing a clear and coherent policy, which defines the priorities in terms of human and material resources required. As well, government has a role to play in creating the judicial, legislative and regulatory framework to combat such situations. He urged all member countries to conceive and implement a comprehensive environmental disasters management and prevention policy.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200503160089.html
____________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update 17 March 2005
UAE

Green turtle released

A marine turtle belonging to an endangered species was released in Dubai's open waters by the Environment Department of Dubai Municipality, Mohammed Abdulrahman Hassan, Head of the Marine Environment and Sanctuaries Unit told Khaleej Times. 

Classified as endangered on the IUCN Red List, and listed on appendix (I) of Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, of which the UAE is a signatory, and on the appendix of the Convention on Migratory Species (Bonn Convention), the green turtle is one of the largest and most widespread of all marine turtles.

The turtle was handed over to officers of the unit by a good samaritan who, Abdulrahman said, bought it from an Iranian dhow. “The buyer knew that the animal is endangered so he bought it with the intention of freeing it,” he added.

The turtle was handed over to the unit on Monday, and after a check-up to confirm its condition, it was released in the open waters on Tuesday, Abdulrahman said. According to Abdulrahman, the turtle was a juvenile measuring 32 centimetres. Fully-grown green turtles are 80 to 150 cm in length and weigh between 65 and 136 kilogrammes, he said.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march482.xml
Qatar

Arab League meteorological committee meeting begins

WORLD Meteorological Organisation (WMO) secretary general Michael Jarraud has lauded member countries from the Arab League for their patronage and support while delivering the keynote address at the inaugural session of the 21st meeting of the Arab Permanent Meteorological Committee of the League of Arab States at the Doha Marriott Hotel yesterday.
The WMO official recalled that the working arrangement between WMO and the League of Arab States was approved by the 24th session of the WMO Executive Council (1972, Geneva) and later endorsed by the League secretary general. 
Jarraud observed that the 39th session of the WMO Executive Council also approved working arrangements with the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organisation (Alecso). “The WMO also co-operates actively with the League of Arab States and its agencies in various fields through a Memoranda of Understanding (MoU),” he pointed out.
Talking about the 1st Qatar International Exhibition on Meteorology Techniques, inaugurated at the venue of the meeting, Jarraud said the event provides an excellent opportunity for exhibitors to establish contacts with specialists and experts in the Arab region and learn about their special requirements.

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=30110&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
Official stresses better disaster management

THE availability of better warning systems with meteorological departments could considerably reduce the intensity of losses occurring from natural disasters and calamities, World Meteorological Organisation secretary general Michael Jarraud said yesterday.
He is in town for the 21st session of the Arab Permanent Meteorological Committee of the League of Arab States. 
“More than 90% of the natural disasters and calamities are climate or weather-related and meteorological personnel have an important role in combatting such unpredictable events,” he told the Gulf Times in an exclusive interview. 
“Met personnel are duty-bound to inform not only the administrators about the possibility for disasters in particular areas but should also be able to provide clear guidelines to people in the affected area,” he added. 
The WMO chief feels it is equally important to prevent natural disasters. “Regular meetings and updating of systems enable met departments to offer solutions to managing situations like drought, cyclones and floods and their likely impact on people in the affected regions,” said Jarraud. 
Jarraud said participation at higher level meteorological meetings and discussions and possession of advanced equipment will help the region’s met officials to manage situations like droughts much better. “During droughts, it is important to have effective management of the limited sources of fresh water in affected areas.”

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=30112&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
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AS NEW IRAQI ASSEMBLY MEETS, UN HAILS SEMINAL MOMENT IN COUNTRY'S HISTORY

The United Nations today hailed the convening of the new Iraqi Transitional

National Assembly as a seminal moment with unlimited opportunities for the

future of the war-torn country, pledging the world body's help in the tasks

and challenges that lie ahead.

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Secretary-General Kofi Annan

assured the Iraqi people that the UN "will continue to support their

efforts in the political and economic reconstruction of their country,

including by providing any needed assistance to Iraq's sovereign and

independent constitution-making process."

In an address to the Assembly's inaugural session in Baghdad, Mr. Annan's

Special Representative Ashraf Qazi also highlighted the importance of

writing the new constitution, the major task before the body, as completing

Iraq's transition to democracy under new elections by the end of the year.

"Today is, indeed, a seminal moment in the history of Iraq," he declared.

"We are all privileged to witness history in the making. The opportunities

before the people of Iraq are unlimited. But the challenges facing them are

also significant. The coming months will show whether they will be

successfully met," he added.

As he has ever since the new assembly was elected on 30 January, Mr. Qazi

stressed the need to ensure that all sectors are included in the next phase

of the transition after large numbers of Sunni Arabs failed to participate

in January's vote either due to boycott calls, intimidation or fear of

violence. They will have little presence therefore in the body writing the

constitution.

"It is a tribute to your sagacity that almost all of the parties and lists

represented in this Assembly have made clear that they wish to discuss ways

and means to hear and respond to the voices of those of their compatriots

who may not feel sufficiently represented in it," he said.

"Building such bridges of dialogue, inclusion, understanding, compromise

and confidence will be critical to the success of drafting a constitution

that will stand the test of time," he added. Shiite Arabs, who voted

enthusiastically, represent about 60 per cent of the electorate, while

Sunni Arabs and mainly Sunni Kurds, who also turned out en masse, represent

about 20 per cent each.

"I have no doubt that you will resolve and rise above current differences

through compromise and dialogue and bearing the national interest in mind,

and you will lay the foundations for an enduring constitutional democracy

that radiates promise throughout the region," Mr. Qazi said. "In these

endeavours, the United Nations will always stand with you."

Recalling the role of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) in

providing technical and advisory assistance for the January elections, he

declared: "We were privileged to have advised and assisted the Independent

Election Commission of Iraq with regard to the conduct of the recent

elections.

"We shall be privileged, if requested, to facilitate your sovereign and

independent constitution-making process," he said, emphasizing the UN's

role under Security Council Resolution 1546 to promote national dialogue

and consensus within an all-inclusive political process.

On a more sombre note the envoy recalled that today also marked the 17th

anniversary of the "atrocity perpetrated on innocent civilians including

the women and children of Halabja," when Saddam Hussein's regime killed

some 5,000 Iraqi Kurds in a chemical weapons attack on the northern town.

"May the contrast between such dark days that afflicted the people of Iraq

and today's promise of peace and freedom spur all Iraqis never to abandon

hope, no matter how daunting circumstances maybe," he said.

* * *

ANNAN ENDS MIDDLE EAST TRIP ENCOURAGED BY ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE MOVES

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is on his way back to New York

from the Middle East after talks with Israeli and Palestinian leaders that

gave hope for renewed moves towards peace and the inauguration of a

Holocaust History Museum that built on a new relationship between Israel

and the world body.

"There is a sense that Israel and the United Nations have rediscovered each

other," Mr. Annan said as he wrapped up his trip in Israel last night at a

dinner hosted by Israeli President Moshe Katsav.

The inauguration earlier Tuesday of the Museum at the Yad Vashem memorial

in Jerusalem had been well-timed, coming at a time of renewed hope for

peace in the Middle East and as Israel and the UN continue to build a new

relationship, the Secretary-General added.

Throughout his four days in the region Mr. Annan said his talks with the

leaders, including Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian

Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, had left him "very encouraged."

"I do not want to give the impression that it is going to be easy. There

are hurdles along the road. But I think with a clear determination and good

will on both sides, a lot can be done," he said after one meeting.

He noted recent developments, including last month's agreement at a summit

in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, between Mr. Sharon and Mr. Abbas whereby all

Palestinians will stop all acts of violence against all Israelis everywhere

and Israel will cease all its military activities against all Palestinians

everywhere.

He emphasized the importance of the Road Map peace plan drafted by the

diplomatic Quartet – UN, European Union, Russia and United States – calling

on both Israel and the Palestinians to take parallel and reciprocal steps

leading to two states living side by side in peace, originally by the end

of 2005.

* * *

HIGH-LEVEL UN DELEGATES MEET ON IMPLEMENTATION OF CONFERENCE SOCIO-ECONOMIC GOALS

With 10-year reviews of several key United Nations conferences having

ended, the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) met today to figure out

how to meet the challenges of carrying out recommendations on global

socio-economic development as well as population issues and women's

struggle for greater equality.

"It is no surprise that great emphasis is being placed by Member States, as

well as the United Nations system, on the need to move from policy-making

to implementation and from rhetoric to action," UN Under-Secretary-General

for Economic Affairs José Antonio Ocampo told the opening ECOSOC meeting to

prepare for its high-level segment in late June on the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs) and the outcomes of the major UN conferences.

The MDGs includes targets which aim to eliminate or reduce such ills as

poverty, inequality, marginalization and low or no economic growth.

The United Nations system would strive to address the implementation gap,

to the extent that it could, said Mr. Ocampo, the chief of the Department

of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA).

"Some of the obstacles to progress in meeting the targets established by

conferences and summits, however, present a formidable challenge, such as,

among other things, the availability of financial resources," he said.

The most difficult demand was to find the best ways of helping the least

developed and landlocked countries, those most marginalized in the global

economy, as well as the continent of Africa, he said.

"Resolving conflict, strengthening the weak private sector, building

national administrative capacity, in which science and technology play a

key role, are among some of the critical inputs in this effort," Mr. Ocampo

added.

The senior UN official for groups of developing countries with the problems

being spotlighted, Under-Secretary-General Anwarul Chowdhury, said, “It is

important to emphasize rural development as a critical step towards

bringing about economic transition.”

Governments should empower people to work towards poverty reduction and

give a voice to the poor by creating “community-based” strategies, invest

in women and girls by giving women increased access to land, property and

water and provide education to girls and increase the role of civil society

and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to help with solutions to

eradicate poverty and hunger, he said.

Meanwhile, for the least Developed Countries' (LDCs) rapidly increasing

populations, the impact of the HIV/AIDS pandemic and unsustainable debt

burdens were major factors in maintaining poverty and hunger, Mr. Chowdhury

said.

The deliberations of ECOSOC would feed directly into the UN General

Assembly's review of the MDGs in September, said the Council's President,

Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan.

"With this preparatory meeting, ECOSOC provides an opportunity to assess

progress made and identify existing obstacles and constraints in attaining

the MDGs," he said.

The Council's policy coordination and oversight role would guide the UN's

functional commissions and funds, programmes and specialized agencies in a

coordinated follow-up to conferences and summits.

One of the papers before the Council said in summary, "Between 1990 and

2001, the proportion of people living in extreme poverty (less than $1 a

day) has declined from 28 to 22 per cent, or by 137 million people."

On the other hand, "the number of undernourished in the developing

countries fell by only 9 million, or 3 percentage points, while it actually

increased in the second half of the 1990s," it said.

An estimated 1.4 billion people were "working poor," living on less than $2

a day, while an additional 186 million people were estimated to be

officially unemployed worldwide, it said.

Another paper called on the Governments of developing countries to "craft

and implement MDG-based poverty reduction strategies in transparent and

inclusive processes, working closely with civil society organizations, the

domestic private sector and international partners."

* * *

UN PEACEKEEPERS MOVE IN TO CLEAN UP AND SECURE POOR DISTRICT IN HAITI'S CAPITAL

More than 200 peacekeepers with the United Nations Stabilization Mission in

Haiti (MINUSTAH) have carried out an operation to help clean up and make

safe a poor suburb of the country's capital.

A contingent of Jordanian peacekeepers began yesterday's operation in Cité

Soleil, a low-income neighbourhood of Port-au-Prince, with the help of 14

armoured vehicles, as well as trucks, tractors and water tankers.

Peacekeepers from Ecuador and Chile later helped out.

A UN spokesman in New York said the peacekeepers will maintain a visible

presence in Cité Soleil to try to deter violence in a neighbourhood long

wracked by crime, particularly involving armed gangs, and poverty.

The MINUSTAH troops removed large piles of rubbish that have been

obstructing road traffic and presenting a health threat to residents. They

also distributed food and water to locals.

* * *

TOKELAU'S AGRICULTURE BADLY HIT BY CYCLONES, UN ASSESSMENT TEAM SAYS

United Nations emergency assessment teams have found that agriculture has

been badly damaged in Tokelau by tropical cyclones in the south Pacific,

while the islands of Mauke and Atiu in the Cook Islands chain are not in a

state of emergency, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

Affairs (OCHA) said today.

Tokelau's three atolls lost most of their staple crops, especially the

coconut crop, used for food and drink, the swamp taro, banana and pawpaw or

papaya, while most of the fish habitats were destroyed.

The islands suffered beach erosion and many live coral formations were

covered by sand and debris, it added.

Fakaofo and Atafu atolls had been cleared of debris, but worst-hit Nukunonu

still needed much work.

Meanwhile, volunteers were on their way to the Cook Island of Pukapuka for

the clean-up there. A Government patrol boat has been designated to service

the sea passage between Pukapuka and neighbouring Nassau.

From 6 February to 6 March the Cook Islands were battered by five tropical

cyclones, but no casualties have been reported.

* * *

UN HAILS RESUMPTION OF TALKS BETWEEN KOSOVO AND SERBIA ON MISSING PERSONS

The United Nations administrator for Kosovo today welcomed the resumption

of direct talks between Serbia and the province to resolve the issue of

more than 3,000 people still missing five years after the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization (NATO) drove out Yugoslav troops amid ethnic fighting

between Albanians and Serbs.

"This process is, above all, about the families of persons unaccounted for,

and every single day these families pass without answers only increases

their suffering," Secretary General Kofi Annan's Special Representative

Søren Jessen-Petersen said of the new talks, which came two months after he

visited Geneva for talks with the International Committee of the Red Cross

(ICRC) on the issue.

"I trust that the delegations will conduct the dialogue in a constructive

manner and in a way that focuses fully on the humanitarian perspective," he

added of the working group of the two sides, which has only met once since

it was set up in March 2004. "The key goal of this working group should be

the facilitation and provision of concrete answers to the families of the

missing."

He thanked the ICRC for chairing this dialogue, adding: "I look forward to

further meetings of the working group so that we can make real progress as

quickly as possible."

The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) has been running

the province since 1999.

Speaking on the first anniversary of riots last year, when an onslaught by

Albanians to drive out Serb, Roma and Ashkali communities led to 19 people

being killed, nearly 1,000 injured and hundreds of homes and centuries-old

Serbian cultural sites razed or burned, Mr. Jessen-Petersen said such

tragic events must never happen again. It was the worst violence since the

UN took over.

"The events of March last year cast a shadow over Kosovo but one year on,

Kosovo has come a long way. Lessons have been learnt, by us and by the

politicians and people of Kosovo," he declared.

"We are now striving together with greater urgency to build a society where

people respect each other and where all communities can live freely,

peacefully and harmoniously. Clearly, we can now see the light at the end

of the tunnel," he added of the efforts to build a multi-ethnic society in

the province where Albanians outnumber other communities, mainly Serbs, by

about 9 to 1.

He reiterated his call for Kosovo Serbs to look ahead and engage actively

in Kosovo institutions at all levels. "This is the best way of helping

build the future we all want to see. We cannot change the past but we can

and we must shape the future, a future within Europe: a multi-ethnic,

prosperous, stable, peaceful and, above all, tolerant society where all

communities feel welcome and involved," he said.

* * *

NUCLEAR TERRORISM IS STILL URGENT RISK, SAYS UN ATOMIC WATCHDOG CHIEF

While much progress has been made through international cooperation over

the past three years to combat the risks of nuclear terrorism,

vulnerabilities still exist and the issue has lost neither its relevance

nor urgency, the head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency said

today.

"For those of us in the nuclear field, it has become obvious that our work

to strengthen nuclear security is both vital and urgent – and that we must

not wait for a 'watershed' nuclear security event to provide the needed

security upgrades," International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei told the opening session of a three-day

conference in London.

"Ultimately, our success will only be as strong as our weakest link," he

said, stressing the need for cooperation, assistance, regional and

international networks, and the importance of learning from each other.

Noting that the terrorist attack against the United States in September

2001 had propelled the rapid and dramatic re-evaluation of the risks of

terrorism in all its forms, he categorized four potential nuclear risks:

theft of a nuclear weapon; acquisition of nuclear materials to build a

device; malicious use of radioactive sources such as a "dirty bomb;" and

radiological hazards from attacking or sabotaging a facility or transport

vehicle.

"These risks are real and current, but they are not all the same," he told

the IAEA's "International Conference on Nuclear Security: Global Directions

for the Future," underscoring the importance of international cooperation.

"While the probability of a nuclear explosive device being acquired and

used by terrorists is relatively small, it cannot be dismissed, and the

consequences would be devastating," he said. "On the other hand, a dirty

bomb would likely have far less impact in terms of human life, but the

relative accessibility of radiological sources makes it more likely that

such an event could occur."

The IAEA's security plan to guard against thefts of nuclear and other

radioactive material and protect related facilities against malicious acts

rests on the three pillars of prevention, detection and response.

The first requires effective physical protection of materials and of

related nuclear facilities including strong state accounting systems. The

IAEA has provided a range of advisory missions, training workshops and

technical guidance documents.

The second seeks to ensure that systems are in place to help countries to

identify, at an early stage, illicit activity and here, too, the IAEA has

been assisting countries from many regions in training customs officials,

installing better equipment at border crossings, and ensuring that

information on trafficking incidents is shared effectively.

The third aims to strengthen programmes to ensure that the response to any

illicit activity, including nuclear or radioactive terrorism, is prompt and

well coordinated. To date, most such responses have involved helping

governments with the recovery of radioactive sources that have been stolen

or lost.

Since September 2001, working in Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America,

the IAEA has conducted more than 125 security advisory and evaluation

missions, and convened over 100 training courses, workshops and seminars.

The agency's illicit trafficking database shows over 650 confirmed

incidents of trafficking in nuclear or other radioactive material since

1993. Last year, nearly 100 such incidents occurred, 11 of which involved

nuclear material.

* * *

EASTERN DR OF CONGO SURPASSES DARFUR AS BIGGEST, MOST NEGLECTED EMERGENCY – UN RELIEF OFFICIAL

The situation in the strife-torn eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo

(DRC) has surpassed the upheavals in Sudan's Darfur region as "the biggest,

most neglected humanitarian emergency in the world today," according to the

United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator.

Some 3 million Congolese were in acute need of assistance in a complex

emergency where many parties were involved, "including, at one point, about

20 different armed actors," Jan Egeland, the UN Under-Secretary-General for

Humanitarian Affairs, told a press briefing as a two-day meeting of UN

regional humanitarian relief officials began today in Geneva.

About 1 million people had died in the region in the past few years and

there were many preventable deaths still – some 1,000 per day – despite the

efforts of an active humanitarian community, he said, including 13 offices

representing the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA), which he heads.

In addition, sexual abuse in recent years had become probably worse there

than anywhere else in the world, Mr. Egeland said.

Meanwhile, donors were "sitting on the fence" and withholding contributions

for the situation in Darfur, however, when "we need money and we need it

now," he said.

No funds had come in for operations in the Central African Republic,

Chechnya, Côte d'Ivoire, the Republic of Congo and a regional operation in

West Africa, while only 11 per cent of funds needed for the Great Lakes

region had been received, he said.

* * *

UN RELIEF OFFICIAL WARNS INTERNALLY DISPLACED IN SUDAN'S DARFUR MAY REACH THREE MILLION

As many as three million Sudanese people could become internally displaced

within the troubled Darfur region by the end of this year unless the

warring parties reach a peace agreement and aid agencies are granted full

access so they carry out their work, a senior United Nations humanitarian

official said today.

Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland, briefing journalists in Geneva on

a meeting of the UN's humanitarian coordinators in crisis areas, warned

that the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) keeps rising as

attacks against civilians continue and the rape and abuse of women becomes

more frequent.

More than 1.8 million IDPs now live in Darfur, a vast and impoverished

region on Sudan's western flank, up from an estimated one million in May

last year. Mr. Egeland said IDP levels are quickly approaching two million

and could soon rise further.

Last week he called for more African Union (AU) monitors to be put in place

to protect civilians from violent attacks, mostly by Janjaweed militias,

which are allied to Sudanese Government forces fighting local rebel groups.

Only about 2,000 AU troops are currently installed in Darfur, nearly a year

after the AU and the UN agreed that many more monitors should be operating.

But Mr. Egeland said the number of deaths in Darfur is now declining and

some 10,000 humanitarian workers in the region's three states have been

able to improve conditions for the IDPs, who mainly live in large makeshift

camps.

The Under-Secretary-General has previously described Darfur as the world's

worst humanitarian crisis. But he said today the situation in the east of

the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is now much worse.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) wants to

conduct a mortality survey to determine accurate figures for how many

civilians in Darfur have died from disease or starvation since fighting

began in early 2003, he added. The most recent study, held in mid-2004,

showed that an average of about 10,000 IDPs were dying each month.

Meanwhile, the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) reported that 37 cases

of measles have been confirmed in West Darfur state and another eight cases

in South Darfur. A supplementary immunization campaign targeting children

aged between six months and 14 years has begun in Kass (South Darfur) and

Kanderni (West Darfur), the two towns that have reported the most cases.

* * *

AIDE TO UN ENVOY FOR TSUNAMI RELIEF LEAVES TODAY FOR DEVASTATED REGION

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed a top aide of former United

States President Bill Clinton, temporarily sidelined as Special Envoy for

Tsunami Recovery by recent surgery, as deputy envoy to leave immediately

for the Indian Ocean countries devastated by last December's disaster to

assess the state of the region.

The new deputy envoy, Erskine Bowles, a 59-year-old businessman who was Mr.

Clinton's Chief of Staff at the White House from 1996 to 1998 and lost a

race last year for the US Senate, was named at the former president's

suggestion and will leave today to assess how the global humanitarian

community has responded to the unprecedented natural disaster.

He will also attend an Asian Development Bank conference Friday in Manila,

Philippines. On his return Mr. Clinton will convene a meeting of UN agency

heads in New York to discuss the status of tsunami recovery work, for which

the world body has launched a $977-million flash appeal and in which it

plays a key coordinating role.

Although named several weeks ago, Mr. Clinton was to have been formally

appointed this month after his return from a visit to the region with

former US President George H.W. Bush on a mission entrusted to them by

President George W. Bush to lead a private fundraising effort in the US.

Mr. Clinton was released from hospital on Monday, four days after surgery

to remove fluid and scar tissue that accumulated in his chest after his

heart-bypass operation last year.

* * *

UN INQUIRY MISSION INTO FORMER LEBANESE PREMIER'S MURDER COMPLETES PROBE

The United Nations Mission of Inquiry into last month's assassination of

former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri of Lebanon has left the country after

completing its probe and is expected to report to Secretary-General Kofi

Annan next week.

The team, led by Peter FitzGerald, a deputy Irish national police

commissioner, was appointed by Mr. Annan after the Security Council

requested the Secretary-General to report urgently on the circumstances,

causes and consequences of the murder.

"We fully understand the gravity of the task at hand and can assure all

concerned that we will work with absolute impartiality and

professionalism," Mr. FitzGerald said on his arrival last month in Beirut

of the inquiry into the explosion that also killed 14 other people.

Two other Irish national police officers, Chief Superintendent Martin

Donnellan, head of the National Bureau of Investigation, and Superintendent

Patrick Leahy, head of the National Support Services, were also on the

team.

The assassination increased tensions in Lebanon, and a separate UN envoy

seeking the withdrawal of Syrian troops and intelligence from Lebanon has

also been in the region talking with leaders of both countries.

Terje Roed-Larsen, Special Envoy for implementation of Security Council

resolution 1559, which calls for withdrawing all foreign forces from

Lebanon, disbanding all militias and extending Government control over the

whole country, is expected to present details of a timetable for a complete

pullout to Mr. Annan later this week.

* * *

BURUNDI WILL NEED 40 PER CENT MORE EMERGENCY FOOD THIS YEAR, UN AGENCIES SAY

Burundi, recovering from a long civil conflict, will need 40 per cent more

emergency food this year than last because bad weather has reduced farm

output, doubling the prices of scarce staple foods, three United Nations

agencies and the Government of the central African nation said today.

"The country would face a total food deficit in 2005 of 310,000 metric tons

of food (in cereal equivalent) compared to 259,000 tons last year,

primarily because of unfavourable weather conditions since 2003, affecting

maize and bean yields," according to a joint assessment by the Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN

Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the Government of Burundi.

The harvest of traditional roots and tubers – yam, manioc and sweet

potatoes – was also smaller, their joint report said.

"After so many years of war, living conditions for most Burundians are very

harsh and this drought is creating additional pressure on an already deeply

impoverished people," said WFP's Zlatan Milisic.

Food shortages are particularly acute in Burundi's "food basket," the

provinces in the north, northeast and central parts of the country, the

report said.

In these provinces, families have already resorted to selling their

livestock and other assets, including the roofs of their houses, as well as

migrating in search of casual labour, or seeking alternative sources of

food, it said.

Food insecurity has been worsening ever since the war broke out in 1993,

damaging or destroying infrastructure, preventing the free movement of

people and devastating the economy. According to WFP's food security survey

last September, 16 per cent of Burundi's 7.6 million people have been

chronically short of food, while 68 per cent have been living on the brink

of chronic food shortages.

"To mitigate the impact of the gradual disappearance of cassava, the main

inter-season crop, in certain provinces, FAO has embarked on a

B-carotene-rich sweet potato cutting and healthy cassava material rapid

propagation programme for 120,000 households," said FAO's Mustafa S.

Cassama.

FAO also intended to run a propagation programme for a modified stem crop,

taro, using indexed in vitro plant materials, he said.

* * *

UN RECRUITS NEW ‘AMBASSADORS TO THE PUBLIC’ – ITS TOUR GUIDES

As it prepares to celebrate its 60th anniversary this year with tourists

flocking to its New York Headquarters, the United Nations has recruited a

new group of 25 multilingual tour guides to supplement the existing team of

what have long been considered the world body’s “ambassadors to the

public.”

“With the spotlight on the United Nations, our guides play an important

role in explaining the work of the Organization to the general public and

in shaping their perceptions of the world body,” said

Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information Shashi

Tharoor.

“As they conclude their intensive training session, our new guides are now

ready to join their colleagues in welcoming people from around the world to

UN Headquarters and in answering the many questions posed by our visitors

every day,” he added of the nearly half a million tourists who visit the

complex every year.

Since 1952, 38 million visitors have taken a guided tour of UN

Headquarters. The tours are valued for the personal connection to the UN

provided by its well-informed, international team. The new guides come from

16 countries, increasing the total number of guides to 58.

The Guided Tours Unit, part of the Department of Public Information, now

offers tours in 20 languages, more than any other tour operation in New

York. During this 60th anniversary year, when the UN is focused on the

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of slashing a host of world ills by

2015 as well as reform and its capacity to deal with new international

threats and challenges, the tours provide information about the wide range

of UN activities around the world.

The recruitment of guides this year reflects the pattern of visitors. The

increase in French-speaking visitors to the UN in 2004, for example, has

required an additional nine French-speaking guides. The continuously high

number of Chinese visitors, which currently make up close to 10 per cent of

the total, has required an additional five Mandarin-speaking guides. The

tour operation has also added one guide skilled in American Sign Language.

Overall visitors’ attendance increased 11 per cent last year to nearly

400,000 persons, the level reached before the 11 September 2001 terrorist

attacks against the United States.

Guided tours are conducted every day, with a few exceptions, with guides

presenting the UN’s history and structure, explaining its role in current

events, describing its unique collection of artworks on display along the

tour route and answering visitors’ questions.

The full complement of guides comes from the following 28 countries:

Argentina, Belarus, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Colombia, Cuba, Denmark,

France, Germany, Gabon, India, Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon,

Madagascar, Nigeria, Republic of Korea, Senegal, Sweden, Turkey, United

States, Ukraine, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

* * *

UN AGENCIES LAUNCH EUROPEAN CAMPAIGN TO COMBAT DEADLY FAMILY CHILD ABUSE

With family violence killing four children under the age of 14 each day in

Europe, and many thousands more enduring years of abuse for every child who

dies, the United Nations has launched a continent-wide campaign against the

scourge, declaring that “Home sweet home” is a myth for many children.

“For the survivors, the impact lasts a lifetime,” World Health Organization

(WHO) Regional Director for Europe, Marc Danzon, said at yesterday’s

launch. “Data confirm that abused children pay a long-term price as they

are more likely to take dangerous risks in their own lives. This adds to

the price our whole society pays with suicides, depression, drug and

alcohol abuse, delinquency and domestic violence.”

The campaign is a prelude to the “Stop Violence Against Children. Act Now”

regional consultation for Europe and Central Asia, to be held from 5 to 7

July in Ljubljana, Slovenia. The meeting, hosted by the Slovenian

Government will tap into the expertise of the Office of the UN High

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), WHO

and the Council of Europe as well as input from civil society, including

children themselves.

The meeting will also feed into next year’s study on violence against

children, led by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, which will look at the

different settings in which children suffer violence, including the home.

The place where they spend up to 90 per cent of their time – the place

where they should be safest – is for too many the most dangerous of all. A

UNICEF youth poll in 2001 found that 60 per cent of children in Europe and

Central Asia say they face violent or aggressive behaviour at home from

parents and caregivers.

“The cosy assumption that children are always safe and protected in their

own homes is called into question by the evidence,” said Maria Calivis,

UNICEF Regional Director for Central and Eastern Europe, the Commonwealth

of Independent States (CIS) and the Baltic States. “The study on violence

against children challenges us to get a true picture of the scale of the

problem but it also presents us with a powerful opportunity to address it.

How can we support families in stress and prevent violence in the first

place? And how can society create an environment that protects children?

These are questions we want to answer,” she added.

Drug and alcohol abuse are among the most common and serious family

problems contributing to violence against children in the home. Estimates

from industrialized countries suggest that between 40 per cent and 70 per

cent of men who use physical violence against their partners also use

violence against their children, and that about half of the women who are

physically abused also abuse their children.

The good news is that child deaths from maltreatment appear to be declining

in the great majority of industrialized countries.

The study will recall that all countries must enact or repeal legislation

as needed to prohibit all forms of violence, however slight, within the

family. The different patterns of family abuse must be addressed. Concrete

interventions must also be made for different groups of children according

to their age, their vulnerability, and their evolving capacities as

subjects of human rights.

The WHO world report on violence and health outlines some effective

solutions, including training in parenting, providing parents with

information about child development and teaching them to use consistent

child-rearing methods and to manage family conflict. It also proposes home

visiting programmes involving regular visits from a nurse or other health

professional to families in special need of support with childcare or where

there is an identified risk of child maltreatment.

* * *

BLACK EYED PEAS AND CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON AID UN TSUNAMI RELIEF

Following in the footsteps of football players from the United States and

an Australian rugby star, will.i.am of the famed US hip-hop group Black

Eyed Peas and Malaysian movie star Michelle Yeoh have become the latest

celebrities to aid the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in its

emergency tsunami relief operations.

The two, along with Nori Abdullah, daughter of the Prime Minister of

Malaysia, and Malaysia’s Special Envoy for Tsunami Relief Razali Ismail,

made a one-day visit to Aceh, Indonesia, the area worst hit by December’s

tsunami for the Force of Nature Foundation (FON), a Malaysia-based

non-profit relief organization.

The delegation took part in a WFP distribution of fortified biscuits at

Tanjung Selamat Primary School in the provincial capital Banda Aceh, where

200 children, some of them tsunami orphans, performed a traditional

Acehnese dance and sang a song about the tragedy in an area where virtually

every family lost relatives in the disaster that killed more than 200,000

people in a dozen Indian Ocean countries.

“I am a Force of Nature,” shouted the schoolchildren after musical coaching

by Ms. Yeoh, star of the acclaimed film “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,”

and will.i.am. The children also sang the Indonesian version of “Happy

Birthday” to will.i.am, who turned 30 yesterday.

“We are happy with the visit of public figures who can bring worldwide

attention to the overwhelming needs of this region,” WFP Country Director

Mohamed Saleheen said. “As they see for themselves the scale of the

devastation, they will be able to help us to spread this message to the

world.”

Last month former Australian rugby captain Nick Farr-Jones and New York

Giants quarterback Kurt Warner and wide receiver Amani Toomer visited Aceh.

* * *

UN MISSION IN COTE D’IVOIRE CALLS FOR PROBE INTO DEATHS OF 13 PEOPLE FROM TORTURE

The United Nations mission in Côte d’Ivoire has called for an inquiry into

the deaths of 13 people from torture and ill treatment during their

detention by forest guards of Marahoué National Park at a prison in

Bouaflé, north of the capital Yamoussoukro.

Implementing a Government directive that people illegally occupying the

park be forcefully evicted, forest guards last month arrested villagers on

the charge that they were trespassing, the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (

UNOCI) said. Some of the arrested were subjected to torture and inhuman

treatment, and in some cases forced to pay over $200 to secure their

freedom.

Following these alarming reports, UNOCI sent a mission to evaluate the

situation, listing 32 people who had been brought before judicial

authorities in connection with the case. It also noted that the

ill-treatment and torture resulted in the death of 12 people in the prison

on 22 February and another at a hospital on 27 February.

While taking note of the efforts of the Government of National

Reconciliation to bring an end to impunity, UNOCI said it deplored the

events and demanded an inquiry to establish the circumstances that led to

the deaths and the identification those responsible for these serious acts.

UNOCI was set up last year to facilitate implementation of the 2003 peace

accord between Government and rebel forces that is to lead to free, fair

and transparent elections in the West African country.

* * *

UNICEF VOICES HORROR AT BRUTAL SLAUGHTER OF 16 CHILDREN IN KENYAN WATER FEUD

Appalled by the brutal slaughter of at least 16 children apparently caught

up in clan clashes over water in a violence-riven area of northeast Kenya,

the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has voiced horror at the

viciousness of an attack by guns, swords and fire that seemed to

specifically target youngsters.

“The shocking reality is that children seem to have been the primary

target,” UNICEF Country Representative Heimo Laakkonen said of the attack,

which occurred yesterday at El Golicha, a watering point for pastoralists

and where members of the Garre clan live, some 10 kilometres from Elwak

Town in Mandera District.

The assailants apparently came from a rival clan, the Murule. The two have

feuded over access to water for many years. Last time the Murule were

apparently the victims of a Garre attack. During the early hours of 15

March, the attackers came to seek revenge, creeping into El Golicha while

most of the Garre men were out guarding their livestock.

They attacked the huts where children and women were sleeping, setting some

ablaze, and using guns and swords to attack those who tried to flee.

“In the arid lands of Kenya, water means life, yet too often these days it

is an excuse for killing and death,” Mr. Laakkonen said.

He noted that this was just one incident in a series that have engulfed

communities in many parts of Mandera, and elsewhere in Kenya as well. In

Mandera alone, over 20,000 people have been displaced by violence in recent

months.

“No one wins in these conflicts. Whole livelihoods are destroyed, families

are torn apart and it is always the children who suffer the most,” he said,

calling on the authorities to restore order and protect children.

He pleaded with civil society to work with communities like the Garre and

the Murule to help build peaceful methods of conflict resolution “so that

the children of these clans will have the same rights as most of Kenya’s

children, to grow up, go to school, and sleep in peace.”

* * *

UN LAUNCHES SIX-MONTH OPERATION TO FEED 600,000 DROUGHT-STRICKEN UGANDANS

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has launched a six-month food

relief operation for nearly 600,000 Ugandans suffering from drought in the

northeastern region of Karamoja, an area that has been hit by drought every

five years since 1980.

“Karamoja already suffers from the highest levels of malnutrition in Uganda

and, given the poor 2004 harvest, we are greatly concerned about the fate

of the hundreds of thousands of people there who risk running out of food

before the next harvest in September,” WFP Country Director Ken Noah Davies

said in a news release today.

In an effort to avert hunger and malnutrition, especially among children

under five, schoolchildren, the elderly and pregnant and lactating women,

WFP has begun distributing food in several districts and to date has

already provided a two-month ration of maize and beans to over 123,000

people.

According to a joint WFP, Ministry of Health and UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) nutrition survey last August the region’s average malnutrition rate of

18.7 per cent and its mortality rate of 3.9 deaths per 10,000 people each

day are well above those in other regions of the country, including camps

for internally displaced persons (IDPs).

The $6.8 million programme is part of WFP Uganda’s countrywide relief and

recovery operation, valued at $263 million over three years. Currently, the

agency requires an additional $54 million to maintain its full activities

from May until December 2005.

More than 1.6 million people in northern Uganda, uprooted by the

long-running civil conflict with the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA),

continue to receive WFP support through its 2005 relief and recovery

operation.

WFP Uganda plans to provide food assistance to a total of over 3 million

people, including IDPs, refugees, schoolchildren, HIV/AIDS and TB infected

and affected families, street children and orphans, malnourished children

and mothers, and people involved in building community assets in

post-conflict areas.

* * *

-------------------------------------
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding Iraq:

“The Secretary-General welcomes the convening today in Baghdad of the Transitional National Assembly of Iraq.  This marks an important step in Iraq’s political transition process.  Now that the TNA has been convened, the Secretary-General hopes that the Transitional Government of Iraq will be formed quickly so that Iraq can move forward to the next phase of its political transition, particularly the drafting of a national constitution by the people of Iraq.

“As stated by his Special Representative, Mr. Ashraf Qazi, in his address to the Assembly upon its inauguration, the Secretary-General wishes to assure the Iraqi people and their elected representatives that the United Nations will continue to support their efforts in the political and economic reconstruction of their country, including by providing any needed assistance to Iraq’s sovereign and independent constitution-making process.  To that end, his Special Representative will continue to consult with the newly elected members of the TNA and other Iraqi representatives, with a view to promoting dialogue and national reconciliation.”

**Iraq
Ashraf Qazi today told the Transitional National Assembly, “The opportunities before the people of Iraq are unlimited.  But the challenges facing them are also significant”.  He told the Assembly that they should keep their constituents regularly informed about their deliberations, and will profit from transparency and inclusiveness during the writing of the Constitution.  We have copies of his speech upstairs.

**SG in Israel
The Secretary-General has left Israel.  He is on his way back to New York today.

Last night, he wrapped up his trip there at a dinner hosted by Israeli President Moshe Katsav, and said that the inauguration earlier that day of the Holocaust History Museum at Yad Vashem had been well-timed, coming at a time of renewed hope for peace in the Middle East.  The ceremony, he added, also occurs as Israel and the United Nations continue to build a new relationship.  He said, “There is a sense that Israel and the United Nations have rediscovered each other.”  We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

Before dinner, the Secretary-General met with the Speaker of the Knesset, Reuven Rivlin.  The Speaker shared with the Secretary-General his views on the peace process between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

**Lebanon - Team
The team headed by Peter Fitzgerald that was to examine the circumstances, causes and consequences of the killing of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri of Lebanon has finished its inquiry.  The team left Lebanon this morning, and members of the team are expected to arrive in New York tomorrow.  They hope to report to the Secretary-General next week.

**Egeland/DRC
The eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo is the location of the biggest and most neglected humanitarian emergency in the world –- even when compared to what’s happening in Darfur, Sudan.  That’s the view of Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, who was attending a media briefing in Geneva today on humanitarian relief efforts.  Egeland said that a recent survey indicated that there were 1,000 preventable deaths in eastern DRC each day.  We have more on his comments upstairs.

**Sudan
On Sudan, in that same briefing in Geneva, Egeland warned that, unless an agreement was reached soon and humanitarian agencies were given full access and freedom to operate, the number of internally displaced people in Darfur could reach 3 million by the end of the year.  He also noted that attacks against civilians were continuing and the abuse and rape of women was rampant.

The UN mission in Sudan, meanwhile, reports that 37 cases of measles have been reported from West Darfur and eight cases have been reported from South Darfur.  A supplementary measles immunization campaign targeting children has begun in two locations that have reported the majority of the cases.

**Haiti
Peacekeepers from the UN Mission in Haiti yesterday carried out an operation in the Cité Soleil neighbourhood of the capital Port-au-Prince, with the double-aim of helping make it more, secure as well as cleaning it up.  The operation involved 200 blue helmets from the Jordanian military contingent, as well as 14 armoured vehicles, and tractors, trucks and water tankers.  Members of the Ecuadorian and Chilean military contingents later joined the Jordanians.

As well as maintaining a visible presence to help deter violence there, the UN peacekeepers also rid the neighbourhood of huge piles of rubbish which had been cluttering roads and affecting the health of local residents.  In addition, the peacekeepers distributed food and water to the residents.  We have more on this in a press release in my office 

**Bowles - Tsunami
The Secretary-General today appointed Erskine Bowles as the Deputy Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery.  At the request of the Special Envoy, former US President Bill Clinton, Bowles will leave for the region today to assess how the global humanitarian community has responded to the disaster.  Bowles will also attend an Asian Development Bank conference in Manila, Philippines on 18 March.

Following Bowles’ visit to the region, President Clinton will convene a meeting of UN agency heads here in New York to discuss the status of their tsunami recovery work.  We have more information upstairs on Bowles’ trip, as well as his bio.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

**Kenya Massacre
In a statement, the UN Children’s Fund says that it is appalled by the killing of at least 16 children in clashes between rivalling clans in Kenya.  UNICEF Representative Heimo Laakkonen expressed horror at the viciousness of the attack on the Garre clan, which took place yesterday.  “The shocking reality”, he said, “is that children seem to have been the primary target.”

The attack took place in the Mandera District, where over 20,000 people have been displaced by violence in recent months.  We have more information on that upstairs.

**Cyclone Percy
Turning now to Cyclone Percy, which struck the South Pacific last month, a UN emergency team has completed assessments in the southern Cook Islands and confirmed that they are not in a state of emergency.  In Tokelau, however, significant damage has been reported on three atolls, with extensive beach erosion, a massive loss of staple crops, and destroyed fish habitats being areas of particular concern.  We have more on that in a press release upstairs.

**WFP Uganda
The United Nations World Food Programme, or WFP, has launched a six-month food relief operation in Uganda to assist nearly 600,000 people suffering from drought in the north-eastern region of Karamoja.  Even before the poor harvest of 2004, the region’s malnutrition rate was the highest in the country.  WFP says it is greatly concerned about the situation, and has started distributing food and assisting health centres across the region.

To maintain its full activities until December of this year, WFP currently requires an additional $54 million.  We have a press release on that.

**2005 Report
Finally, we have a note upstairs describing the press and embargo arrangements for the Secretary-General’s report on his 2005 agenda, entitled “In Larger Freedom”.  He will present that report to the General Assembly with a speech on Monday morning.  And immediately after that, he will come down here to Room 226 to give you a press conference on it.

That’s all I have for you.

Warren?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, can you bring us up to date on two or three of the disciplinary matters that are up for...(Inaudible)? The first one is Benon Sevan.  Is there indeed a date by which, or the extension -- it doesn’t have a date; you said yesterday, I think, you were going to try to find that out.  And John (sic) Stephanides –- I’ve sort of lost track about whether there is to be punishment at some point; and if so, will it be announced?  And the third one is Dileep Nair who you said yesterday you thought was in Malaysia and would be having a meeting with Mark Malloch Brown.  Do you now know the timing of when that might happen?

Spokesman:  On Benon Sevan, yes, he was granted an extension.  There still remains some time left in that extension and I don’t have a specific deadline date to give you.  On Joe Stephanides -- Joseph Stephanides -- he did submit his defence according to the two-week deadline and he is awaiting a decision.  And when that decision is made, you will know what it is.

And third, Dileep Nair is in Malaysia.  We’re told by his office that he is expected back in New York Thursday or Friday of this week.  And as I said yesterday, when he gets back, the Chief of Staff, Mark Malloch Brown, will inform him of the decision on whether or not to re-open the investigation following the submission in writing of the list of complaints by the Staff Council.

Laura?

Question:  Fred, can you just give us an idea of what the chain of events is going to be after Fitzgerald and his team report to the Secretary-General on their findings?  Is the Secretary-General going to make up a report and present it to the Security Council or what...?

Spokesman:  The results of that investigation will be communicated to the Security Council by the Secretary-General.  The exact format of it, I don’t know.  Whether it would just be transmitting to the Council the report as it was submitted to him or whether he will do it in some other way, I don’t know yet.

Question:  And will that report be made public, or for the press, or...?

Spokesman:  I don’t know that, either.  Let me see if a decision has been made yet.

Question:  How many days until...(Inaudible); do you know, the Fitzgerald report?

Spokesman:  No.  All we’re saying is some time next week.

Question:  Today at the ECOSOC meeting, Professor Sachs mentioned that there was submission today for the head of the World Bank?  Do you know the name?

Spokesman:  If you read the wires you will see what that name is.  But, it’s not for me to announce, and the Secretariat here really has nothing to do with the appointment of presidents of the World Bank.

Yes?

Question:  Two questions, a week or so ago I had asked about a-dollar-a-year contracts.  You responded by saying it was about 10 people on those contracts.  Do you think it may be possible to get a list of the names of people who are on the dollar-a-year contracts?  Or is that not something that the Secretary-General wants to give out?

Spokesman:  I’d have to check with the personnel department.  There may have been a reason why we only gave you a number and not the specific names.  At the time they may have not felt that was consistent with their guidelines.  But we’ll ask again.  [He later said it is not UN policy to give out the names.]

Question:  And on the peacekeeping, Prince Zeid’s report had been sent in for translation, I guess, well over a week ago.  Do you have any sense of when that might be made public?

Spokesman:  I don’t.  Again, I can ask to see if we have anything more specific.  But, as of yesterday, we did not.  If it’s in translation, it’s a good indication that it will probably be ready within days.  But, frankly, I don’t know the scenario for what we are going to do with that report once it’s available in languages.

Question:  So, what is the Secretary-General’s reaction to the naming of Paul Wolfowitz at the World Bank?  This is an organization Mr. Wolfowitz says (inaudible)...  They were on the tsunami trip together; there is a certain overlapping of interests.  He was the man who was at the forefront pushing for a war the Secretary-General has called illegal.  Is he comfortable with him as the World Bank leader?

Spokesman:  This is a process, and one that the Secretary-General has no role in.  So, we will not be commenting at all.  And if we do, it will only be after the process has been completed and a new World Bank president has been selected.

Question:  His chief poverty fighter and Millennium Project director Jeffrey Sachs slammed the selection here in the building today.  Will the Secretary-General support those comments?

Spokesman:  Jeffrey Sachs was certainly not speaking as a representative of the United Nations in whatever he might have said.  He was speaking as a Columbia professor.  So, I will not comment on anything that he might have said this morning.

Richard?

Question:  Has the Secretary-General commented on a -- maybe he has -- a passage by China, the new law regarding Taiwan?  Although the Taiwanese think it’s a new law that threatens force and it’s one of intimidation.

Spokesman:  No, he has not.

Question:  Does he have a comment?

Spokesman:  No, he does not.

Question:  Richard Holbrook yesterday, in front of the Congress, called the UN’s press operation something from the 1950s, outmoded, and he compared it to the pony express.  Do you have any reaction to that?

Spokesman:  I was curious to know what he was taking about.  And if it has to do with my office, I would welcome any constructive suggestions he would have for how to improve our operations.

But, he said “press operation”, I think.  And I am not quite sure what branch of the bureaucracy he might have been referring to.

Question:  Are there any horses in the Spokesman’s Office?

Spokesman:  (Laughter). Any other questions, Richard?

Question:  I’ll wait, for the moment.

Spokesman:  Thank you very much.




	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Royal Family Praises UNEP (The Nation, Kenya)


Club Med sees tsunami dent sales (BBC News)


La réglementation des méteaux lourds (Mediaterre)


Venezuela to Fulfill Millennium Goals Three Years Early (Venezuelanalysis.com)


Asian Countries to Draft Sustainable Development Consumption Action Plans (Asia Pulse)


Placer Dome is Latest Oxfam Target (Mineweb)


UNEP workshop in Amman (Al-Nahdah, Iraq/BBC Monitoring)
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