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ARCTIC: Human activity increasingly threatens arctic ecosystem -- report
Development pressures and climate change pose a significant threat to both the environment and the indigenous populations of the Arctic region, according to a report published jointly yesterday by the United Nations Environment Programme and the European Environment Agency.

The report, titled "Arctic Environment: European Perspectives," identifies numerous factors believed to be detrimental to the region's environmental health, including heavy mining and logging, increased oil and gas extraction, overfishing, discharges of toxic pollutants to land and water, and emissions of climate-altering greenhouse gases.

"With the high levels of toxic chemicals in local Inuit peoples, the melting of permafrost and the retreat of glaciers across the region, the Arctic is like an environmental early warning system for the world," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in a prepared statement. 

The report defines the Arctic region as an area slightly larger than the Arctic Circle with a population of about 3.8 million people stretching across eight nations, including parts of the United States, Canada and Russia.

While environmental damage from climate change has received wide attention in other regions of the world, it "is expected to have its most pronounced effects in the Arctic," states the report. "These effects are likely to become evident in the Arctic sooner than in other parts of the planet."

Already, evidence suggests that average temperatures in some parts of the Arctic have increased about 2 degrees Celsius over the last half-century, and sea ice has decreased by 3 percent, according to the report's authors.

Such environmental change, while gradual, could have immediate implications for managers of the region's natural resources. For example, climate change could allow the tree-line to advance north, introducing alien species into the Arctic. Native plants and animals also will have a harder time recovering from certain kinds of environmental strain, according to the report.

Meanwhile, oil and gas production is expected to increase over the next few decades. Russian oil companies plan to build a terminal with a capacity of 50 million to 60 million tons per year near the northwestern Russian city of Murmansk, and a Siberian pipeline is being pursued to transport 80 million tons of oil per year from the Arctic to the more populated south.

"There will be increasing pressure to develop these reserves, depending on oil prices and the supply of oil from existing producing regions such as the North Sea and the Middle East," states the report. "The Arctic may thus become one of the main sources of gas and oil in the 21st century."

But the Arctic is more vulnerable to oil spills than other parts of the world, states the report, because oil takes longer to break down in colder temperatures.

Gunter Weller, director of the Cooperative Institute for Arctic Research in in Fairbanks, Alaska, said many of the threats facing the Arctic regions of Europe have been similarly reported in Alaska and northern Canada.

For example, temperature increases in the region have thawed some of the permafrost that covers much of Alaska and have increased coastal erosion, putting at risk both the energy industry infrastructure and indigenous villages.

Weller said some of the villages in the northern reaches of Alaska may have to relocate because the land is subsiding and can no longer support houses and other man-made structures. The cost of relocating even a small village equals about $1 million per person, according to Weller.

He added that growing awareness of threats posed by climate change should encourage policymakers and private interests both in the United States and Europe to address the issue in the Arctic region.

"I think a level of understanding exists in the U.S. locally ... but not so much in the government," Weller said. "However, there are some increasing signs that people are coming around, some of the big oil industries are taking the issue very seriously."

Jacqueline McGlade, executive director of the European Environment Agency, added that Europe "has the potential to take a leading role in catalyzing the response of the Arctic nations" by committing to greenhouse gas reductions called for under the Kyoto Protocol and implementing the Persistent Organic Pollutant (POPs) treaty and other agreements aimed at toxic pollutants (Greenwire, Feb. 19).

"These and other measures will not be accomplished without genuine commitment at all levels, but Europe's connection to the Arctic more than justifies this commitment," she said. _________________________________________________________________________________________

EurActiv

United Nations calls for EU action to preserve the Arctic
In short:
A joint UN and EEA report calls on the EU to take action to preserve the Arctic from further pollution and climate change. They say the region acts as an "early warning system for the world". 
  

Brief news:
"Europe is a major source of pollutants that contaminate the Arctic as a result of long range transport via air or water," says a report by the United Nation's Environment Programme (UNEP) and the European Environment Agency (EEA). 

Issued on 15 March, the joint report places high hopes on Europe to preserve what they describe as "one of the planet's last pristine areas". 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer says the Arctic is "like an environmental early warning system for the world". And it is not doing well. The report says that cancerous pollutants were found in key Arctic species and points to Europe as one of the major sources. Furthermore, climate change is menacing plants and animal species whose habitats have already been fragmented by a moving ecosystem. The effects of climate change, the report goes on, are expected to be felt sooner and more intensively there. 

The UN and the EEA call on the EU to recognise the economic advantages of addressing climate change by implementing renewable energy policies that help decrease the financial burden of floods and other weather-related disasters. They say "governments, regulators, indigenous peoples and the private sector need to work together to manage the Arctic’s natural resources and use them responsibly and equitably". In practice, this would mean working in close co-operation with the Arctic Council and indigenous peoples to manage resources. It would also exert pressure on Russia to ratify the Kyoto protocol. 

The report comes as a contribution to the EU's Second Northern Dimension Action Plan (2004-2006) adopted by the Council in October 2003 and which focuses on the Baltic region. It places high hopes on the EU as having the potential to take a leading role in shaping the response of Arctic nations. 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________
ENN

Arctic faces drastic change without EU policy action 

From UNEP
Tuesday, March 16, 2004

Brussels/Copenhagen, 15 March 2004 


Arctic faces drastic change without EU policy action 

The Arctic's unique environment and indigenous peoples are under increasing threat from industrial activities and the region is likely to change drastically unless decision-makers in the European Union and elsewhere address the challenges seriously.

This is the key message of a new report, Arctic environment: European perspectives, published jointly by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the European Environment Agency (EEA).

The report, compiled by experts at the UNEP GRID Arendal centre in Norway, warns that the northern polar region faces a diverse range of threats from unsustainable development, pollution and climate change.

These threats include the fragmentation of wildlife habitats, over-harvesting of the region's once-abundant fish stocks and unsustainable use of other natural resources such as its vast forests. Unique plant and animal species are under threat or disappearing due to climate change. Pollutants, some known to be cancerous, are present in key Arctic species, causing great concern for human health. 

Piecemeal development is also beginning to have a major cumulative effect on the Arctic environment, with adverse economic and social consequences for its indigenous peoples.

"With the high levels of toxic chemicals in local Inuit peoples, the melting of permafrost and the retreat of glaciers across the region, the Arctic is like an environmental early warning system for the world", UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

"Luckily there are measures to address these problems. On 17 May this year, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants will become legally binding. This international legal agreement commits governments to stop the production and dispersion of the so-called `dirty dozen` highly toxic chemicals. In addition, the Kyoto Protocol can enter into force and set the scene for further measures to address climate change if the Russian Federation accedes to it."

"Decision makers across Europe must clearly recognise that adopting such measures will bring not only environmental and social benefits but also clear economic advantages at home", Mr Toepfer continued. 

"When it comes to climate change, implementing renewable energy policies and other actions that lessen the huge financial burden of floods and other weather-related disasters will result in stronger, healthier economies. Rather than having a negative economic impact, the Kyoto Protocol can help stimulate clean economies that will benefit both the Arctic and Europe alike."

Prof. Jacqueline McGlade, EEA Executive Director, added: 

"Governments, regulators, indigenous peoples and the private sector need to work together to manage the Arctic's natural resources and use them responsibly and equitably. These and other measures will not be accomplished without genuine commitment at all levels, but Europe's connection to the Arctic more than justifies this commitment."

"The European Union in particular has the potential to take a leading role in catalysing the response of the Arctic nations", she continued. "Decision-makers need to take the current challenges seriously and find solutions to them through a structured process of consultation."

Indigenous peoples have managed the Arctic's resources in a sustainable manner for thousands of years but today it is industrialised countries, including EU nations, that are both the main users and the main sources of pollution affecting the region. The indigenous peoples suffer most of the adverse effects of this exploitation while receiving a relatively small share of the benefits. 

By focusing attention on the Arctic, the report aims to contribute to the successful implementation of the EU's second Northern Dimension action plan, covering 2004-2006.

Although the action plan's geographical priority is the Baltic area, it has the potential to address circumpolar and global issues affecting the resources and environment of the entire Arctic. 

The action plan, which includes a focus on sustainable development, is expected to play an important role in developing cooperation between the EU and regional bodies related to the Arctic, such as the Arctic Council.

"The contributions that the indigenous peoples living in the High North and the Arctic can make to this process, and the role they play in the stewardship of the region, are of key importance for the implementation of the new plan", Mr Toepfer and Prof. McGlade write in a joint foreword to the report. 


Note to editors

The report is available at http://reports.eea.eu.int/environmental_issue_report_2004_3/en/

About UNEP

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the environmental voice of the United Nations system. With the slogan "Environment for Development", UNEP aims to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations. For more information see www.unep.org

About the EEA: The European Environment Agency is the main source of information used by the European Union and its Member States in developing environment policies. The Agency aims to support sustainable development and to help achieve significant and measurable improvement in Europe's environment through the provision of timely, targeted, relevant and reliable information to policy-making agents and the public. Established by the EU in 1990 and operational in Copenhagen since 1994, the EEA is the hub of the European environment information and observation network (Eionet), a network of around 300 bodies across Europe through which it both collects and disseminates environment-related data and information. 

The Agency, which is open to all nations that share its objectives, currently has 31 member countries. These are the 15 EU Member States; Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein, which are members of the European Economic Area; and the 13 EU acceding and candidate countries, namely Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, the Slovak Republic and Turkey. The EEA is the first EU body to take in the acceding and candidate countries. Negotiations on EEA membership are also under way with Switzerland. 
For more information:  UNEP, Robert Bisset, UNEP Spokesperson in Europe, Tel: +33 1 4437 7613
Fax: +33 1 4437 1474, Mob: +33 6 2272 5842, Email: Robert.bisset@unep.fr

EEA, Tony Carritt, Media relations manager, Tel: +45 3336 7147, Mobile: +45 2368 3669
Email: tony.carritt@eea.eu.int

For more information, contact:  Robert Bisset, Information Officer for Europe, UNEP
rbisset@unep.fr
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ONU : L'Arctique confrontée à des changements majeurs si l'Europe et d'autres régions ne réagissent pas
16 mars 16:34:00
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Emetteur : ONU Organisation des Nations Unies
[image: image2.png]



L'environnement unique et les populations autochtones de l'Arctique sont de plus en plus menacés par l'activité industrielle et la région court le risque de changements majeurs si les décideurs de l'Union européenne et d'autres régions ne relèvent pas sérieusement les problèmes identifiés, indique un rapport co-publié par l'agence de l'ONU pour l'environnement et l'Agence européenne pour l'environnement . 

Le nouveau rapport, « Environnement arctique: perspectives européennes », compilé par le centre GRID-Arendal du PNUE, tire la sonnette d'alarme: la région polaire septentrionale est confrontée à diverses menaces nées du développement non durable, de la pollution et des changements climatiques.

Le morcellement du développement régional commence également à exercer des effets cumulatifs majeurs sur l'environnement arctique, avec des conséquences économiques et sociales très défavorables pour les populations indigènes, indique un communiqué PNUE/AEE.

"Les effets conjugués des niveaux élevés de produits chimiques toxiques chez les populations inuit locales, de la fonte du permafrost et du recul des glaciers sur toute cette région, font de l'Arctique une sorte de système d'alerte environnementale pour le monde entier," déclare Klaus Toepfer, directeur exécutif du PNUE.

M. Toepfer souligne qu'il « existe heureusement des mesures pour s'attaquer à ces problèmes ».

Le 17 mai prochain, indique-t-il, la Convention de Stockholm sur les polluants organiques persistants va devenir juridiquement contraignante. Cet accord juridique international engage les gouvernements à mettre un terme à la production et à la dispersion de douze polluants hautement toxiques surnommés « The dirty dozen. » (« La douzaine sale »). 

« En outre, précise M. Toepfer, le Protocole de Kyoto peut entrer en vigueur et permettre la mise en place de mesures complémentaires pour combattre les changements climatiques si la Fédération de Russie y adhère."

Il fait également remarquer que, pour les décideurs de l'Europe tout entière, « l'adoption de telles mesures ne va pas se traduire seulement pour leurs pays par des avantages écologiques et sociaux, mais également par des retombées économiques évidentes pour leurs pays."

« Quant aux changements climatiques, la mise en oeuvre de politiques en faveur des énergies renouvelables et autres actions permettant de réduire l'énorme charge financière que représentent les inondations et autres désastres météorologiques va donner naissance à des économies plus fortes et plus saines. Loin d'exercer un impact économique négatif, le Protocole de Kyoto peut aider à stimuler des économies saines qui profiteront aussi bien à l'Arctique qu'à l'Europe », indique le chef du PNUE.
 ___________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

DEVELOPMENT-AFRICA:
Water Management Crucial To Growth 

Marta Smith 

Water management is set to play a crucial role in the development of travel and tourism industry in Africa in the coming years, according to experts. 

BERLIN, Mar 16 (IPS) - The United Nations specialised agency World Tourism Organisation estimates that some 77 million tourists - three times the number recorded in 1995 - will visit Africa in 2020. 

”These expectations will be fulfilled only if the right conditions are created,” says Karl Wolfgang Menck from Hamburg Institute of International Economy (HWWA). 

In a paper presented at the world tourism fair ITB in Berlin, Menck says, if this aspect has not been given adequate attention up to now, it is because ”the preferred destinations of visitors to Africa are presently not afflicted by bottlenecks in water supply.” 

North Africa, which attracts about 40 percent of all travellers to Africa, ”has comparatively good water supplies”. 

But the water supply situation in Southern Africa that attracts one-third of the global tourists to the continent is far from satisfactory. Water required for public use has to be pumped over long distances from rivers and lakes, and this involves enormous costs. 

The situation is aggravated by the fact floods follow on the heels of droughts - underlining the need for adequate water management, says Menck. 

East Africa that is expected to share 30 percent of travellers to the continent is no better off. Equally precarious is the water supply situation in West Africa that has not yet drawn a significant tourist attention. 

Menck's concern is shared by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), based in Nairobi. 

According to Africa Environment Outlook published by UNEP ahead of the World Summit on Sustainable Development late August 2002 in Johannesburg, the continent's share of global freshwater resources is about 9 per cent. 

These freshwater resources are distributed unevenly across Africa, with western Africa and central Africa having significantly greater precipitation than northern Africa, the Horn of Africa and southern Africa. 

The wettest country, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), has nearly 25 per cent of average annual internal renewable water resources in Africa. By contrast, the driest country, Mauritania, has just 0.01 per cent of Africa's total. 

Average water availability per person in Africa is 5,720 cubic metres per capita per year compared to a global average of 7,600 cubic metres, but there are large disparities between sub-regions 

Giulia Carbone, UNEP's programme officer for sustainable tourism, points out that presently, some 206 million Africans live in water stressed or water scarce countries. By 2025 the number will rise to about 700 million as population continues to grow. 

Of these, roughly 440 million will live in countries with acute water scarcity - less than 1,000 cubic metres per person per year. 

Fifty years ago, there was four times more water for each African than today. ”Now there are acute water shortages for crops and for livestock, for industry and sanitation in the cities, and almost everywhere drinking water is increasingly scarce,” says the UNEP. 

Caught between growing demand for freshwater and limited and increasingly polluted supplies, many African countries face difficult choices. Finding solutions requires responses at local, national and international levels. 

These include community level initiatives to manage water resources better, national water management policies that help not only to improve supply but also manage demand international cooperation. After all, water knows no national boundaries. 

UNEP expects increasing tourism in Africa to increase pressure on natural resources. ”Therefore the need for responsible and sustainable water use habits and policies is vital to ensure viable growth of one of Africa's most exciting growth-industries.” 

Although tourism, especially eco-tourism, is not the heaviest water use sector, it has a responsibility and a unique need in Africa to strive towards becoming the continent's flagship water management industry. 

Menck says: ”Efficient and sustainable use of water resources should be part of all tourism developers' strategies. This includes incentives for all hotel guests, staff and local population to minimise water use through comprehensive education and awareness programmes.” 

But he has also words of praise for African states that have agreed to improve the water management situation with a view to attracting tourists and protect the environment. 

Within the framework of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), African governments have voted in favour of tourism that is ecology friendly. And this is inevitably linked to adequate water management, says Menck in his paper. 

Menck submitted his paper at the Africa Forum organised by ITB Berlin. 

The five-day fair that ended Tuesday was joined by travel and tourism operators from 178 countries. African participants included those from South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Kenya, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, Ghana, Gambia, Eritrea and Mauritius. (END/2004)
ENS

Canada's Greenhouse Gas Producers to Start Reporting 
OTTAWA, Ontario, Canada, March 16, 2004 (ENS) - The government of Canada is getting ready to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions in 2008 when the Kyoto Protocol kicks into the first commitment phase. Canada is one of the 37 industrialized countries governed by the protocol, so all emitters of climate warming gases in large amounts must begin reporting their emissions to the government as of June 1, 2005. 
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Emissions rise above a power plant in Ontario (Photo courtesy Ontario Power)
Environment Minister David Anderson announced the start of the mandatory reporting on Friday. The reporting requirements, set out in a notice published Saturday in the "Canada Gazette," follow a round of collaborative meetings with provincial and territorial governments, as well as consultations with industry and other stakeholders. 

“The government made a strong commitment to sustainable development in the Speech from the Throne, and to incorporating key environmental indicators including emissions reduction into its decision making,” said Anderson. “Accurate, credible, up-to-date information on greenhouse gas emissions is essential to making the right policy decisions for our economy and for our environment.” 

In keeping with the desire expressed by stakeholders during consultations in 2003, the federal, provincial and territorial governments will continue to collaborate in developing a harmonized, “single-window,” domestic mandatory reporting system, and to implement it in orderly phases. 

Canadian Minister of Natural Resources R. John Efford (Photo courtesy Newfoundland & Labrador)
"A single greenhouse gas reporting system is important to taking effective action on climate change," said Minister of Natural Resources R. John Efford. "I congratulate our partners on our progress, and indeed the common goal of federal, provincial and territorial governments to work in partnership with one another, as well as with industry and other stakeholders." 

Anderson said the mandatory reporting requipment will help to ensure that a fully developed and tested system that meets the reporting needs of all jurisdictions and the public, will be in place by the start of the first Kyoto Protocol commitment period between 2008 and 2012. 

The system is expected to place a minimal burden on both Canadian industry and governments. 

Many of those affected by the new requirements already report their greenhouse gas emissions through mandatory or voluntary initiatives in a number of provinces. 

While Ontario already requires mandatory greenhouse gas reporting, and Alberta is expected to introduce a mandatory system soon, all jurisdictions will continue to collaborate in developing a single, harmonized, mandatory reporting system, and to implement this system in phases. 

In this first phase, only facilities that emit more than 100 kilotons of greenhouse gas per year are required to report - industrial facilities that produce electricity, heat or steam using fossil fuels - integrated steel mills, facilities involved in smelting and refining metals, petroleum refineries, and chemical producers. 

“A comprehensive system to track and publish greenhouse gas emissions is a basic part of any long-term strategy to address climate change,” said Matthew Bramley, director of climate change with the Pembina Institute for Appropriate Development. “This is a good start, and we look forward to working with all stakeholders as the reporting system is expanded and refined in the future.” 

Steel production process at Stelco in Hamilton, Ontario (Photo courtesy Stelco)
"A single, harmonized federal, provincial and territorial reporting system is welcome news, and governments are to be congratulated for this." said Barry Lacombe, president of the Canadian Steel Producers Association. "Cost effective improvements in energy efficiency and greenhouse gas reductions go hand in hand. This reporting will help chart sustainable development progress and make an important contribution to key sustainable development information for governments and industry." 

Reports will be submitted to Statistics Canada. The choice of Statistics Canada recognizes that it is a highly reliable and cost effective mechanism for reporting, with a long track record of positive working relations with industry, federal, provincial and territorial governments and nongovernmental organizations. 

Stakeholders were advised in January 2003 that mandatory reporting would come into effect in 2004. Reports for 2004 emissions will be due on June 1, 2005. 

Consultations on further development of a harmonized, mandatory greenhouse gas reporting system will continue through federal-provincial-territorial management, with input from industry and other stakeholders.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

 Sun's massive explosion upgraded 
By Dr David Whitehouse 
BBC News Online science editor 


The massive solar flare that erupted from the Sun last November was far bigger than scientists first thought. 
At the time, satellite detectors were unable to record its true size because they were blinded by its radiation. 

But University of Otago physicists say they have now estimated the probable scale of the huge explosion by studying how X-rays hit the Earth's atmosphere. 

They tell Geophysical Research Letters the X45 class event was more than twice as big as the previous record flare. 

Fortunately, the Earth did not take a direct hit from this immense blast of radiation and matter. 

Had it done so, several orbiting satellites would almost certainly have been damaged and there could have been considerable disruption of radio communications and power grids on the planet's surface. 

The big one 
Last October and November, the Sun underwent an extraordinary surge in activity, producing a series of big flares from the most active sunspot region ever seen. 

SOLAR FLARE CLASSES 

Flares classified by brightness at X-ray wavelengths 

X-class is biggest; can trigger radio blackouts on Earth 

M-class is medium-sized; radio interference at polar regions 

C-class is smallest; few noticeable effects on Earth 

Day after day, gas was being explosively heated to millions of degrees, sending radiation and billions of tonnes of charged particles streaming into space. 

But it was on 4 November, as Active Region 486 was being carried out of sight around the Sun's western limb by solar rotation, that the most extraordinary flare let rip. 

Between 1929 and 1950 GMT, the enormous explosion sent an intense burst of radiation towards the Earth. 

Even before the storm had peaked, X-rays had overloaded the detectors on solar-monitoring satellites, in particular those on the Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellites, which usually provide data allowing scientists to estimate the size of such events. 

Later study suggested the flare was an X28. 

Right place and time 
The biggest previous solar flares on record were rated X20, on 2 April 2001 and 16 August 1989. So 4 November's explosion certainly set a new mark. But only now do scientists understand the probable true power of the event. 

The New Zealand researchers in Otago looked at the effect the flare's radiation had on the Earth's upper atmosphere and used that to judge its strength. 

"So when this event overloaded the satellite detectors, we were in a unique position to make this measurement," they said. 

Detailing their work in their journal paper, the team report that at the time of the big solar explosion they were probing the ionosphere with radio waves as part of a long-term research programme. 

They noticed that X-rays from the flare changed the properties of the ionosphere, an effect that has been observed many times before. 

Massive bombardment 
The changes the Otago researchers saw allowed them to produce a new estimate of the flare's intensity, increasing its rating from X28 to X45. 

"This makes it more than twice as large as any previously recorded flare," said Associate Professor Neil Thomson. 

THE IONISPHERE 

Refers to region of Earth's upper atmosphere 

Normally extends 70 to 400 km above the surface 

Atmosphere location where solar radiation can affect transmissions of radio waves 

Luckily the radiation from the flare only struck a glancing blow to the Earth. 

"If the accompanying particle and magnetic storm had been aimed at the Earth, the damage to some satellites and electrical networks could have been considerable," said Thomson. 

The New Zealanders say their calculations show the flare's X-ray radiation bombarding the atmosphere was equivalent to that of 5,000 suns, though none of it reached the Earth's surface, they stress. 

"Given that any future flares are unlikely to be large enough to overload the ionosphere, we believe that our new method has great advantages in determining their size in the event of satellite detector overloads," said Thompson. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
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17 March 2004
General environment news

Malaria: a Changed Climate in Africa?

New Vision (Kampala): AFTER decades of decline, malaria has been on the rise in many

parts of Africa. Estimation by the World Health Organisation (WHO) is that, in some parts of the continent, malaria mortality in young children almost doubled from the 1980s to the 1990s. The disease causes some 3,000 deaths each day and imposes huge losses in economic productivity. Is this resurgence a sign of increased transmission caused by climate change? Probably not, according to results presented by Small, Goetz and Hay. Writing in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, they describe their analyses of trends in climate suitable for the regular transmission of malaria in Africa between 1911 and 1995. Their conclusion does not imply that future climate changes will not affect transmission, but it does focus attention on other contemporary trends. Several studies have projected that global climate will increase future malaria transmission in Africa. However, the link between contemporary changes in malaria and climate is hotly disputed. Identifying the prime factors will help greatly in planning control measures.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403160353.html
Niger raises 51 billion FCFA to finance urban water 

Niamey, Niger (PANA) - Authorities in Niger have mobilized 51 billion dollars to finance reforms in the urban water supply sector, a senior official at the Niger Water Company  (SPEN) told PANA in Niamey Tuesday. The funds donated by Niger's external partners will be used to solve acute water supply problems in several urban centres, including Niamey, the capital. SPEN's director general Seyni Salo said his company is currently making heavy investments under the envisaged reform to be completed early next year. "So far, 24 bore holes out of the 41 envisaged have been completed, while the construction of six out of 10 water reservoirs has already started. "In the meantime, 12,200 water taps and 275,000 ml of water pipes have been completed, while the installation of 550 kiosks has started," Salou said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng034483&dte=16/03/2004
BirdLife adopts tough new strategy at Durban meet 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The BirdLife International world conference has ended in Durban with delegates adopting a tough new strategy committing the organization to improving the status of the world's 10,000 bird species and their habitat by 2015. Bird populations will be the indicators of whether progress is being made in achieving these goals, the conference agreed. In a final rallying call to the 350 delegates, BirdLife Director Michael Rands said "The strategy we have adopted is a firm commitment by the BirdLife Partnership in more than 100 countries, to protect the world's birds and biodiversity for the sake of future generations. Since its establishment in 1994, the BirdLife Partnership has researched and identified conservation actions for each of the world's 1,211 Globally Threatened Bird species. It has also identified more than 9,200 sites of vital importance for birds and other biodiversity through BirdLife's Important Bird Area programme, now widely regarded as the best initiative of its kind.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng034359&dte=16/03/2004
Worse Floods Expected in Caprivi

The Namibian (Windhoek): WITH the Zambezi River passing the five-metre mark at the weekend, the eastern Caprivi appears headed for bigger floods than those which displaced thousands of people last year. Yesterday the Zambezi, as measured at Katima Mulilo, stood at 5,13 m - 1,63 m higher than at the same time last year. Over the past three weeks the river has risen by almost a metre each week. Last year it only reached the 5 m level on April 15 and peaked at 6,64 m two weeks later. With the river now also flowing faster, Bukalo, Schuckmannsburg, Muzii, Nankuntwe, Malindi, Mbalasinte, Itomba and Nsundwa are completely surrounded by water and cannot be reached by road. At the current rate, Simana expects the river to hit the 6 m mark by next week. Heavy rains falling in Zambia, which are forecast to continue for at least another month, could see the river easily exceed 7 m this year, Simana said. Many villagers are reported to have moved their cattle to higher ground and have been encouraged to build temporary shelters close to schools for their children to avoid the difficulties of travel. Deputy Director of the Emergency Management Unit, Gabriel Kangowa, said yesterday that he had received requests on Friday from the Caprivi Governor's office for boats and helicopters to be used for emergency evacuation and the delivery of food. "These floods are going to be more devastating than the last one", he said in response to the latest river readings.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403160125.html
Lesotho: Phase 1 of Highlands Water Project Now Fully Operational

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks : South African President Thabo Mbeki and King Letsie III of Lesotho yesterday inaugurated Phase 1B of the multiphased Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP), the world's largest water transfer operation, almost six years after construction began in 1998. The inauguration marks the end, for the moment, of all LHWP construction, said Willie Croucamp, a senior official. The four-phased water transfer project involves diverting about half the water flowing down the Senqu river (known as the Orange river in South Africa) into the Vaal river system to meet the demand of South Africa's rapidly expanding Gauteng province. The project was extended last year to include the construction of another tunnel from the Katse reservoir. Following completion of Phase 1B this year, the supply of water to the Vaal dam from the project has been boosted by 180 million cubic metres to 780 million cubic metres, Croucamp said. The Vaal dam currently supplies 1,200 million cubic metres of water to Gauteng. In return, Lesotho receives R200 million (almost US $30 million) from South Africa in annual royalties. The mountain kingdom's recurrent budget is about R261 million (about US $39 million). Water, called "white gold" in Lesotho, is the country's largest single source of foreign exchange.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403160560.html
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

Environmental news

Libération, 16 mars : Klaus Stohr, responsable du programme d'action mondial contre la grippe à l'OMS :
«Une pandémie humaine inévitable»

Le monde doit désormais être sur le pied de guerre pour affronter la pandémie qui le menace si le virus de la grippe du poulet venait à «s'humaniser». C'est le message radical que l'Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS) va tenter de faire passer aux gouvernements durant une réunion de trois jours qui commence aujourd'hui à Genève, et alors que certains pays victimes de l'épizootie de grippe du poulet affirment contrôler la situation.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=186365
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Qatar
Clean and green Qatar drive draws to a close

THE two-month long national Clean Qatar and Green Qatar campaign ends today with officials terming the drive an unprecedented success. 
A formal function will be held later this month to distribute certificates to participants and shields to ‘outstanding performers’. 
This year’s campaign combined the four-year-old cleaning drive and the greening effort, which has been going on for two years. The campaign was supervised jointly by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Agriculture, and the Supreme Council for Family Affairs. 
The programme co-ordinators were overwhelmed by the response from the public this year. 
 Tens of thousands of volunteers took part in the drive and collected huge quantities of garbage from various parts of the country. 
Schools and community associations vied with each other in sending volunteers for the clean-up programme. 
However, most of the volunteers confined their efforts to the beaches. 
Besides cleaning, the campaign was aimed at increasing the green areas in the country. 
It was also aimed at encouraging Qataris and expatriates to plant more trees and saplings, and landscape their respective areas. 
The two-month long campaign also sought to create awareness on the importance of greenery and vegetation and its benefits to human health and the beauty of the surroundings. 
The annual campaign also strived to make every area in the country clean, including the uninhabited zones and coastal areas. 
Other objectives included enlightening a generation on the significance of cleanliness, to focus on the importance of mass participation in such campaigns, and to encourage development of home gardens. 
The authorities also held competitions for best home gardens and school gardens. The winners will be given prizes at the concluding ceremony later this month
http://www.gulf-times.com/
UAE

Barnacle infestation takes its toll on sea turtles
Barnacle infestation has taken toll its on sea turtles in Abu Dhabi waters, the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) said on Monday. 

"Recently, incidences of barnacle infestation on sea turtles in Abu Dhabi waters have been reported to the agency," an ERWDA Press release said.

It said a number of sick turtles covered with barnacles had been rescued and treated at the Marine Environment Research Centre (MERC) of ERWDA and released to the sea once their general health improved.

One of these cases is now being treated by ERWDA. The one-year turtle was rescued by some fishermen at Mina Zayed area and handed over to ERWDA infested with barnacles and bivalves.

The juvenile was covered about 69 per cent of body weight with barnacles, which made it weak. Barnacles, bivalves and snails covered the head, flippers, plastron, carapace and tail.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/march/theuae_march384.xml

Oman

Oman to take part in Gulf Water Week

Oman will join other member states of the AGCC in observing 'Gulf Water Week' from March 22 to 28 under the slogan 'Water recycling: rationalisation and saving'. 

The theme "reflects the attention given by AGCC governments to water recycling technology which helps avail of grater quantities of water," a spokesman for the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources said.

Member states of the council, he underlined, "endeavours to raise awareness among members of the society on the importance of re-utilising sewerage water after recycling it."

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2004/march/middleeast_march413.xml
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN Special Envoy starts round of meetings with Haitian leadership

*
Brahimi says UN ready for possible role in Iraq if its leaders seek help

*
UN refugee agency calls for continued ban on forced repatriations to Iraq

*
Spain explains reference to ETA in Security Council resolution after Madrid attacks

*
Eight experts named to new UN panel monitoring sanctions on Al-Qaida

*
West African peace mandates must help establish good governance – UN report

*
General Assembly asked for funds to close Sierra Leone court’s funding gap

*
Annan stresses importance of striking global consensus on major threats

*
UN agency teams with European police to boost crime-fighting abilities

*
WHO calls for urgent action to fight drug-resistant TB surge

*
UN food agency voices concern for 2 million Colombians displaced by conflict


*
UN refugee envoy pays visit to Srebrenica massacre memorial in Bosnia

*
Men must be mobilized in struggle for gender equality, UN commission agrees

*
Marine turtle experts to review progress on conservation, UN agency reports

* * * *

Haiti

16 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy to Haiti today began consulting with the country’s leaders on the political and security problems to be addressed in the wake of the departure of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

Reginald Dumas, who met with Interim President Boniface Alexandre and new Haitian Prime Minister Gerard Latortue, is expected to remain in Haiti until the middle of next week, the Secretary-General’s spokesman told journalists at UN Headquarters.

Meanwhile, the UN integrated assessment mission continued to look at security and other factors, spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

The overall situation in Haiti is calm but still volatile, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).  Security remains a key concern, with shooting, looting and street demonstrations occurring sporadically, particularly in Port-au-Prince.

UN agencies and their partners are scaling up operations to meet the emergency health needs of Haitians affected by the recent crisis.

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC) have replenished the reserves of the looted hospitals in Gonaïves, while WHO and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) are continuing to distribute 10,000 health kits to hospitals in Port-au-Prince, where those agencies are also delivering fuel to public health institutions.

* * * 

Iraq

16 March – The United Nations remains ready to help Iraq in any capacity should the country’s leaders ask, but is still waiting for an indication from them on what kind of UN assistance would be required, particularly on political matters, a senior UN adviser said today.

“The UN was not looking for a job, not begging for a role in Iraq, but if the Iraqis wanted it, whatever capabilities the United Nations had were at their disposal,” Lakhdar Brahimi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser, said at a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

Earlier Tuesday, the Secretary-General himself voiced this view. “I have made it clear that we are prepared to go back and assist should [Iraq’s leaders] want us to do so, and I am waiting for them to let us know,” he told reporters upon arriving at UN Headquarters. “We are ready to go back. We are waiting for the signal and the team will go back. It is not excluded.”

In December, Mr. Annan received a letter from the President of the Governing Council asking the UN to explore whether elections could take place in Iraq before the return of sovereignty at the end of June and, if not, what alternatives existed. During meetings in January, the Governing Council and the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) asked the UN to pursue the matter.

Mr. Brahimi subsequently led a team to Iraq which found an emerging consensus among the country’s people that credible and acceptable elections would not be possible before June. In his comments to the press today, the envoy noted that while no alternative course of action had yet been chosen, Iraqis now had time to discuss what administration would receive sovereignty at the end of June.

He added that if the Iraqis wanted the UN to continue to provide support, help and advice on how to proceed in finding, again, a consensus among Iraqis leading to the formation of a government or administration before 30 June, the world body was “willing and able, if asked, if required, to help with the preparation of the elections.”

Responding to reporters’ questions, Mr. Brahimi said a lot of Iraqis did want the UN to return. While there had been press reports indicating that Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani was objecting to UN involvement, the Secretary-General had received a message a few days ago directly from the Ayatollah saying that he had had nothing to do with those articles and that, indeed, he wanted the UN to continue to play a role. Now, the Organization was “waiting for the CPA and the Governing Council to tell us if the UN was required to play a role, and we will take it from there,” Mr. Brahimi said.

* * *

Iraq

16 March – Iraqi asylum seekers must not be repatriated from host countries even if their claims are rejected, the United Nations refugee agency reaffirmed today, citing the “alarming frequency” of violent attacks in Iraq.

Repeating similar recommendations issued to governments last year, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said all Iraqi asylum seekers should continue to be granted some form of temporary protection.

Drawing attention to the generalized climate of instability and insecurity, the agency notes that security incidents, which “continue with alarming frequency,” are increasingly targeted at Iraqis perceived to be supporting or collaborating with the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA).

Such targets include policemen, religious and community leaders, national staff working for foreign organizations, as well Kurdish administrators in Northern Iraq. UNHCR also noted the potential for increased violence, given the persistence of extremist elements and tensions among Iraq’s various ethnic and religious groups.

Compounding the security situation is a severe lack of housing, irregular provision of basic services, the absence of an effective judicial system or financial institutions, and an unemployment rate running as high as 70 per cent, the agency added.

Iraq’s Minister of Displacement and Migration, Mohammed J. Khodair, has specifically requested that UNHCR urge host countries not to encourage or force refugees to return to Iraq until the situation has improved.

Even though some voluntary repatriation has taken place, mainly to southern Iraq from Iran and from Rafha Camp in Saudi Arabia, UNHCR stressed that it was not promoting voluntary returns yet.

“We are, however, continuing to facilitate – as far as we are able under present circumstances – the return of individuals who express a clear wish to repatriate,” spokesman Kris Janowski told a briefing in Geneva.

* * *
Spain

16 March – Spain’s Ambassador to the United Nations has written to the Security Council explaining the Government’s insistence on blaming the Basque separatist group ETA for last week’s terrorist bombing in Madrid in a resolution adopted shortly after the atrocity.

When the Council passed the measure on Thursday just hours after a series of explosions struck three train stations in Madrid, killing 200 people and injuring more than 1,400 others, “my Government was firmly convinced that the terrorist group ETA [Euskadi ta Askatasuna] was behind the terrible events of 11 March,” Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias wrote in a letter yesterday to the President of the Council.

The Spanish Government came to that conclusion “because of the immediate background, because of information then available to it and because of the analysis of such information by the experts,” Ambassador Arias added.

He noted that since then, “new elements have been discovered that suggest other lines of investigation and point to the involvement of citizens of other countries in the attacks.”

The Spanish representative also said that investigations are continuing and no definitive conclusions can be reached at the moment.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan, asked by reporters today if he was concerned by the way the resolution was adopted, said he thought the Council members themselves “have felt uneasy about that.”

He also noted the Spanish Government’s letter explaining that it acted in good faith, observing that “at the time it informed the Council that ETA was responsible they genuinely thought so.”

“I think there is a lesson here for everybody, including the Council members,” he added.

* * *
Al-Qaida

16 March – Drawing experts from all regions of the world, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has named six men and two women to a recently established panel helping to track the international sanctions against the Taliban, Al-Qaida and their operatives.

The appointments, detailed in a document released today at UN Headquarters in New York, come in response to a resolution adopted in January by the Security Council.

By that measure, the Council established a New York-based Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team to work at the direction of the existing UN committee dealing with sanctions against Al-Qaida and the Taliban. The new team, operating for the next 18 months, will periodically report to the Council on the implementation of the sanctions regime.

The resolution, which also tightened the sanctions on those groups, spelled out the kind of expertise required, calling for individuals with knowledge related to Al-Qaida and/or the Taliban in such areas as counter-terrorism legislation, terrorism financing, international financial transactions, alternative remittance systems, charities, the use of couriers, border enforcement, arms embargoes and drug trafficking.

Mr. Annan selected Richard Barrett of the United Kingdom, Stanislav Frolov of the Russian Federation, Wilson C. Kalumba of Zambia, Franck Kasbarian of France, Christine Lee of Singapore, Ashraf Mohsen of Egypt, Gary J. Peters of the United States and Lynne Walker of Australia.

The sanctions were originally adopted, and later tightened, in response to the indictment of Usama bin Laden for the 1998 terrorist bombings of US embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam.

States are required to freeze financial assets, including property as well as funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group. Countries are also obliged to freeze funds, property and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

* * *

West Africa

16 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appealed to the Security Council to allow peacekeeping missions in West Africa enough time in post-conflict countries to help establish good local governance and ensure national involvement in fostering reconciliation in the region.

In a report to the 15-member Council on ways to combat cross-border problems in West Africa, he calls for the international community to “maintain a significant and robust presence in post-conflict countries to prevent regression into conflict and to promote the consolidation of good governance and national ownership of the peace-building process.”

The Secretary-General also voices hope that the Security Council will “bear this in mind when considering the mandates of UN peace operations in this troubled area.”

The political approach to the region must promote democracy, accountability, peace, tolerance, gender equality and transparency, replacing the prevailing culture of impunity, violence, exclusion and extortion, Mr. Annan says.

Regional problems include youth unemployment, social exclusion, the increasing use and proliferation of mercenaries, child soldiers and small arms, the culture of impunity, weak national institutions and the erosion of the security sector. These inter-related problems are exacerbated by the poor governance record in many parts of West Africa, the report states.

Mr. Annan recommends improving the harmonization of UN offices in the region, a task he has given to his Special Representative, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah. He also calls for ratifying and observing existing treaties and implementing disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programmes for ex-combatants. 

In addition, the report advocates reforming the security sectors, eliminating extortion at roadblocks, raising the awareness and participation of civil society, and tightening the regulation of small arms exporters and private security companies.

* * *

Sierra Leone

16 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has asked the General Assembly for $40 million to pay for a shortfall in the budget of the Special Court for Sierra Leone from July this year until December 2005.

In a report to the Assembly yesterday, Mr. Annan said $16.7 million is needed for the period between July and December this year, while another $23.3 million is being sought for 2005.

The request follows an exchange of letters between Mr. Annan and the Security Council about the Court’s budget gap for what will be its third year of operations. Voluntary contributions provided so far by UN Member States are only enough to pay for operations through June.

In his request to the Assembly, Mr. Annan said that if voluntary contributions exceed anticipations, then the amount sought would be commensurately reduced.

The Court was set up through an agreement between the UN and Sierra Leone – the first of its kind – to try those people who bear “the greatest responsibility” for atrocities committed during Sierra Leone’s civil war in the late 1990s.

* * *

Secretary-General

16 March – With emerging global problems altering long-held shared understandings about collective security, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said it is more important than ever to forge a new global consensus to identify and tackle the greatest threats.

In conversation with Richard N. Haass, President of the Council on Foreign Relations, for the David A. Morse Lecture in New York, Mr. Annan said the events of the past two years have exposed differences among countries about the use of force, with some advocating pre-emptive action and others calling for a different approach.

Mr. Annan said the world needs to move away from the idea that some threats, such as terrorism and weapons of mass destruction, are of interest to only Northern countries, while threats such as poverty and hunger only concern the South.

“I think we need a clear global understanding of the threats and challenges that we all have to face, because to neglect any one of them might fatally undermine our efforts to confront the others,” he said, according to the text of his opening remarks in the conversation with Mr. Haass.

The Secretary-General appointed a High-Level Panel of eminent people last November to examine the major threats facing the world today and to recommend how policies and institutions – especially the UN – should adapt and reform to meet them. The Panel is due to report back by the end of this year.

Mr. Annan urged the audience at the lecture, and the Council of Foreign Relations, to feed ideas and suggestions to the Panel and to generate debate domestically in UN Member States about the issues.

* * *

Crime

16 March – The United Nations crime-fighting agency and its European counterpart signed an agreement today calling for more information sharing and better data collection in a bid to improve their abilities to counter illegal activities.

The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the European Police Office (Europol) signed the accord in Vienna as part of the current session of the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND), the UN’s main policy-making body for drug-related matters.

“The challenges we face – whether it’s the fight against trafficking in drugs or human beings, organized crime or terrorism – require strong partnerships in all corners of the globe,” Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN the Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), said at the signing ceremony.

“The most recent tragic events in Madrid serve as a grim reminder of the importance of information-sharing and joint activities in countering the threat. Europol is a key partner in the tasks ahead of us,” he added.

Today’s agreement calls for enhanced cooperation in the collection of accurate data and statistics on crime and trafficking offences, the early identification of current and emerging trends, the strategic analysis of this information and its fast and effective promulgation.

* * *

Tuberculosis

16 March – With multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) striking parts of Eastern Europe and Central Asia 10 times more heavily than elsewhere in the world, the United Nations health agency today called for increased action and resources to control the disease, which kills one quarter of the 8 million people infected globally each year.

“TB drug resistance is an urgent public health issue for countries from the former Soviet Union,” the Director of the Geneva-based World Health Organization (WHO) Stop TB Department, Mario Raviglione, said. “It is in the interest of every country to support rapid scale-up of TB control if we are to overcome MDR-TB.” 

A new report released today confirms geographical concentrations of TB drug resistance across the Commonwealth of Independent States. Six out of the top 10 global hotspots are Estonia, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, parts of the Russian Federation and Uzbekistan, with drug resistance in new patients as high as 14 per cent. China, Ecuador, Israel and South Africa are also identified as key areas.

WHO’s leading infectious disease experts estimate there are 300,000 new cases per year of MDR-TB worldwide. New evidence proves that drug resistant strains are becoming more intractable, and unresponsive to current treatments, with 79 per cent of MDR-TB cases classified as “super strains” resistant to at least three of the four main drugs used to cure TB.

Resistant to the two most commonly used medicines, Isoniazid and Rifampicin, MDR-TB – without costly interventions – is untreatable and in most cases fatal. Though curing normal TB is cheap and effective - a six-month course of medicines costs $10 - treating MDR-TB is 100 times more expensive, according to WHO. Even then a cure is not guaranteed. With no effective vaccine, everyone is vulnerable to infection simply by breathing in a droplet carrying a virulent drug resistant strain.

The report “the most effective strategy to prevent the emergence of drug resistance is through implementation of the DOTS” - the internationally agreed treatment strategy designed to ensure patients take their medicines properly. It has proven effective in preventing drug resistance.

Highest prevalence of MDR-TB coincides with one of the world’s fastest growing HIV infection rates in Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Recently the UN Development Programme (UNDP) reported there are more than 1.5 million people with the virus in the region, compared to just 30 000 in 1995. People whose immune systems are compromised with HIV are highly susceptible to contracting all forms of TB.

* * *

Colombia

16 March – A senior official from the United Nations emergency feeding agency voiced concern today over the plight of 2 million Colombians displaced by armed conflict, 80 per cent of them lacking access to food.

“Colombia has the largest IDP (internally displaced persons) population in the western hemisphere,” the Senior Deputy Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), Jean Jacques Graisse, said at the end of a five-day official visit to the South American country.

“The effects of displacement are devastating when people are forced to leave their homes, their land and their possessions to live without proper shelter or food,” he added. “More than half of these people are women and children who are especially vulnerable when living in difficult circumstances.”

Mr. Graisse referred to a 2003 WFP study showing that IDP families suffer from a 57 per cent caloric deficit. In response, WFP is strengthening its capacity to provide assistance in order to address their nutritional needs. 

The agency currently provides food to some 350,000 IDPs, mainly in the northern half of the country, through seven offices located in conflict areas and towns which are vulnerable to forced displacements. 

Over the weekend, Mr. Graisse visited Soacha, a reception area for IDPs from different parts of the country, on the outskirts of Bogotá, the capital. One woman told him how she had to flee with her husband and children because of insecurity in Tolima, in central Colombia. “I had a house and land, and I would like to go back, but I can’t. It’s just not safe,” she said. 

Mr. Graisse discussed the food situation in meetings with President Alvaro Uribe, as well as with donors and partners involved in the fight against hunger in Colombia. 

* * *

Srebrenica

16 March – The United Nations Assistant High Commissioner for Refugees laid a wreath today at a memorial outside the eastern Bosnian town of Srebrenica, the scene of the worst massacre of the Bosnia war during the early 1990s.

Kamel Morjane visited the Potocari memorial near Srebrenica, where thousands of local men and boys were murdered by the Bosnian Serb army in July 1995.

Mr. Morjane has urged authorities to do more to bring to justice those people indicted following the Bosnian war in 1992-95. According to a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the envoy said a cycle of impunity had marred the post-conflict situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Yesterday in Sarajevo, Mr. Morjane held talks with Bosnian officials about the rate of returning refugees. While praising the progress made so far – almost 1 million people have returned since the end of 1995 – he noted that 100,000 refugees are yet to make it home.

Bosnia and Herzegovina remains host to more than 25,000 refugees from Croatia and Kosovo, while 325,000 people are internally displaced, according to UNHCR.

Mr. Morjane, who has already visited the Croatian capital Zagreb during his current Balkans tour, is scheduled to travel next to Serbia and Montenegro.

* * *

Women

16 March – The United Nations Commission on the Status of Women has wrapped up its annual session with broad agreement on the need to involve men in the struggle for gender equality.

At the close of its two-week session on Friday, the 45-member panel adopted an informal paper synthesizing the conclusions of discussions on the issue, which concluded that real change requires overcoming stereotypical attitudes which inhibit women’s advancement and impede efforts to achieve gender equality.

Also on Friday, the Commission adopted a resolution calling for a broad fight against HIV/AIDS by empowering women and strengthening their economic independence while protecting their rights. The text urged governments to expand access to treatment, including antiretroviral medication, and to promote the availability of low-cost effective drugs.

On the UN’s own policies, the Commission passed a separate measure expressing concern over remaining constraints on the full implementation of gender mainstreaming, including inadequate support for strategies aimed at promoting equality between men and women.

* * *

Turtles

16 March – Marine turtle experts have gathered in Bangkok this week to measure the progress made since a regional secretariat to help protect the animals and their habitat was established a year ago, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported today.

The agency said the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia Marine Turtle Memorandum of Understanding, set up last year under the auspices of the Convention on Migratory Species, is proving to be a success, with some States announcing new conservation projects and others wanting to join.

UNEP’s Douglas Hykle, who coordinates activities under the initiative, said the 16 signatory countries are doing more and more to protect marine turtles, whose population has been under threat for years.

In the Persian Gulf region, UNEP has reported increasing signs of hawksbill turtles, which have been at risk, while in Timor-Leste turtle conservation programmes have been introduced.

Australia and the United States have announced plans to increase their spending on turtle conservation schemes, while UNEP expects Jordan, Pakistan and Oman will become signatories to the memorandum this week.

The meeting will also focus on two so-called hotspots for turtle conversation – Orissa, in India’s east, and the Indonesian island of Bali – where green and olive ridley turtles are threatened by fishing.

The Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia are home to six of the world’s seven species of marine turtle, who regularly nest at the same location year after year despite undertaking long migratory journeys across the seas.

Yet a combination of human degradation of their land habitat, interaction with fishing gear at sea, and the excessive harvesting of turtles for meat and for eggs have threatened the animals’ existence.

The memorandum signatories are: Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Comoros, Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Myanmar, Philippines, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, the United Kingdom, the US and Viet Nam.

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Secretary-General
The Secretary-General spoke to the press at a stakeout earlier today, and in his comments he addressed some of the issues that have been raised at previous briefings.

Asked if he was concerned by the way in which the Security Council adopted the resolution on the Madrid bomb attacks which specifically singled out ETA, the Secretary-General said he thought the Council members themselves have felt uneasy about that.  He added that the Spanish Government has given the members a letter explaining that it acted in good faith, and at the time it informed the Council that ETA was responsible they genuinely thought so.

In regard to whether he was concerned about the effects that terrorism could have on future elections, the Secretary-General said what’s important here is that we need international cooperation -– working across borders -– to defeat and contain terrorism.

He said the international community needs to work together, share information, intelligence, and work diplomatically and politically to contain terrorism. 

Regarding the disagreement by some Member States over his ruling on same-sex benefits for UN staff members, the Secretary-General said he’s tried to interpret UN rules and regulations fairly.  He added that the UN is guided by national laws and he thinks it was a fair interpretation, and will wait to see what the General Assembly decides.

Regarding various allegations concerning the “oil-for-food” programme, the Secretary-General said the Office for Internal Oversight Services has already begun its investigations, and it’s in touch with the Iraqi Governing Council and the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) for additional information.  

And lastly, on the return of Lakhdar Brahimi to Iraq, the Secretary-General said the UN is ready to go back and is currently waiting for the signal to do so.

**Haiti
The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Haiti, John Reginald Dumas, was warmly received by Interim President Boniface Alexandre this morning as he began consultations with Haitian officials following his arrival yesterday.  

As we speak, Mr. Dumas is meeting with the new Haitian Prime Minister, Gerard Latortue.  Mr. Dumas is expected to remain in Haiti until the middle of next week.

Meanwhile, the UN integrated assessment mission, which is working under the auspices of Mr. Dumas, continued its consultations with Haitian and other interlocutors.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the situation in Haiti is calm, but still volatile, with sporadic shooting and looting still taking place.  There are also sporadic demonstrations in the streets, particularly in Port-au-Prince. 

Although security remains precarious, movement of goods and people along the main roads from Port-au-Prince to Gonaives and Cap Haïtien, to the border with the Dominican Republic and to Hinche, has resumed.  In many places, public transport is functioning, schools are open, and economic activities have resumed. 

Meanwhile, the UN humanitarian agencies and their implementing partners are scaling up their operations to meet the emergency health needs of Haitians affected by the recent crisis.  We have a press release upstairs.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.  There are number of Security Council documents out on the racks though, that may of interest to you.

**Security Council Document -- Letter from Spain
A letter from Spanish Ambassador Inocencio Arias to the Security Council President says that when the Security Council adopted resolution 1530 last week, his Government was firmly convinced that the terrorist group ETA was behind the bombings in Madrid.

The letter goes on to say that since then, as a result of the active efforts of the Spanish security forces, new elements have been discovered that suggest other lines of investigation and point to the involvement of citizens of other countries in the attacks.  It says investigations are continuing and that no definitive conclusions can be reached at the moment.  The Spanish Government will inform the Council of the results of the investigations.

**Security Council –- Secretary-General Letter
Also on the racks today is a letter from the Secretary-General to the Security Council President which names an eight-member New York-based Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team to assist the Al-Qaida and Taliban Sanctions Committee in the fulfilment of its mandate.  He was requested to do so by the Security Council.

The individuals are experts in the following areas:  counter-terrorism and related legislation; financing of terrorism and international financial transactions, including technical banking expertise; alternative remittance systems, charities, and the use of couriers; border enforcement, including port security; arms embargoes and export controls; and drug trafficking.

**Security Council –- Report on West Africa
Also out today, and this is the third item on the racks that I mentioned, is the report of the Secretary-General on ways to combat subregional and cross-border problems in West Africa.

He says that the regional issues identified by the Council –- namely, child soldiers, mercenaries and small arms –- have greatly exacerbated poverty and insecurity within West Africa and that addressing those problems in a comprehensive manner will require a fundamental change in the political approach.

That approach, which has promoted authoritarianism and resulted in a culture of impunity, violence, exclusion and extortion, should be replaced with one that promotes democracy, accountability, peace, tolerance, gender equality and transparency.  The report outlines a number of recommendations.

**Sierra Leone
As you’ll recall, there was an exchange of letters between the Secretary-General and the Security Council President in which the Secretary-General drew attention to the difficulties faced by the Sierra Leone Special Court with regard to its third budget year.  He had proposed that the matter be brought to the attention of the General Assembly to seek the appropriation of funds for the Court.

That report, in response to the exchange of letters, is out today as a General Assembly document.  The approval of up to $40 million is sought from the General Assembly.

**UNODC/EUROPOL
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime and the European Police Office today signed an agreement to expand cooperation between the two.

The two will enhance cooperation in areas of common interests such as:  the collection of accurate data and statistics on crime and trafficking offences; the early identification of current and emerging trends; the strategic analysis of such information; and its fast and effective circulation.  The signing of the agreement took place during the 47th session of the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs, which is currently under way in Vienna.  And we have a press release with more.

**WHO/TB
Tuberculosis patients in parts of Eastern Europe and Central Asia are 10 times more likely to have multi-drug-resistant TB than in the rest of the world, according to a new report from the World Health Organization (WHO).  The report confirms geographical concentrations of TB drug resistance across the Commonwealth of Independent States –- with six out of the top 10 global hotspots being:  Estonia, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, parts of the Russian Federation and Uzbekistan.  The WHO says TB drug resistance is an urgent public health issue for these countries, and it’s in the interest of every country to support rapid scale-up of TB control in order to overcome multi-drug resistant TB.  The WHO estimates there are 300,000 new cases per year of multi-drug resistant TB worldwide.  We have more upstairs.

**WHO/Flu
On a related topic:  The WHO is convening a meeting of more than a 100 health experts in Geneva today with the aim of analysing possible public health interventions before and during an influenza pandemic. 

Poultry culling and other measures may have reduced the likelihood of a human pandemic influenza strain emerging soon from Asia as a consequence of avian influenza or “bird flu”.  However, experts believe that because these outbreaks come in cycles, a human influenza pandemic must still be expected at some time in the future.  We have a press release on that.

**WFP/Colombia
The World Food Programme (WFP) has expressed concern today over the plight of 2 million Colombians displaced by armed conflict –- with 80 per cent of them lacking access to food.  WFP’s Senior Deputy Executive Director, Jean Jacques Graisse, voiced this concern at the end of a five-day official visit, during which he met government officials and had a visit to a reception area for internally displaced people.  Colombia has the largest internally displaced persons population in the western hemisphere, and the WFP currently provides food to some 350,000 internally displaced persons there.

**Secretary-General Lecture Series -- Tutu
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, winner of the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize, will be the guest speaker at the Secretary-General's Lecture Series tomorrow.  He’ll be speaking on the topic:  “God's Word and World Politics”.  The lecture will take place from 1:10 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Trusteeship Council Chamber.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And finally, our guest at tomorrow’s noon briefing will be Ibrahim Gambari; he is the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa and Special Envoy to Nigeria for polio eradication.  And he has just returned from Nigeria and he will talk to you about the polio eradication campaign in that country.

That’s all I have for you.  Philippe?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Do you have any news on the black box and when we can expect to have results of the reading of it?

Spokesman:  Still not.  I don’t know whether the weather is a factor, but we will announce to you the minute we hear that it has arrived safely in Washington, D.C.  Again, I think, as I said earlier, it could take hours, days or even longer, depending on the quality of the tape and what they find when they open up this instrument.  So, you’ll have to ask the experts.  Yes, Philippe? 

Question:  On the Cyprus talks, can you confirm that they are going to be moved to Switzerland towards the end of the end of the month? 

Spokesman:  I cannot confirm that.  We’ve seen reports of that, but I cannot confirm that officially.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecosystem" ��Greenwire - Human activity increasingly threatens arctic ecosystem -- report�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Arctic" ��EurActiv.Com - United Nations calls for EU action to preserve the Arctic�


� HYPERLINK  \l "EU" ��ENN - Arctic faces drastic change without EU policy action�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Changements" ��Liberation - ONU : L'Arctique confrontée à des changements majeurs si l'Europe et d'autres régions ne réagissent pas�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��IPS - Water Management Crucial To Growth�
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