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Security Council News
· All Africa - Kenya: Security Council Meeting to Focus On Sudan, Somalia

· Radio Netherlands - The United Nations is coming under increased pressure to impose …

· UN News Service (New York) - Security Council Members to Visit Central Africa in Bid to Consolidate Peace

· The Independent - Russian and Chinese weapons blamed for fuelling Sudan war

· Christian Science Monitor - Urgent push on Africa's oldest civil war


Other Environment-related News
· CTK National News - World Experts, Politicians To Discuss Ozone Layer In Prague
· BBC - Climate change 'ruining' Everest
· BBC- US urged to help slow Arctic thaw

· Reuters - Short-Term Ozone Pollution Raises Mortality Risk

· Reuters - Conservationists Meet To Plan Global Green Agenda


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

· ROLAC


Other UN News
· UN Daily News of 16 November 2004
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 16 November 2004
Gulf Daily News
Environment in spotlight at key civil society talks 

By SOMAN BABY

BAHRAIN is to host a regional civil society forum to discuss key environmental issues next week.

The Third Regional Civil Society Forum will be held at the Regency InterContinental Hotel on Sunday and Monday.

It is being organised by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) West Asia regional office.

The forum is one of six regional meetings organised by Unep to prepare for the Sixth Global Civil Society Forum (GCSF), scheduled for February 19 and 20 in Nairobi, Kenya.

The global event will be held simultaneously with the Unep governing council/Global Ministerial Environmental Forum 2005.

The Regional Civil Society Forum provides an opportunity for civil societies at regional levels to provide their views on the global environmental governance, said Unep acting director and regional representative Habib El Habr.

They will also discuss Unep's work programme for 2006-07.

The forum is also a platform to prepare the GCSF on a balanced basis, said Dr El Habr.

The meeting will elect two civil society representatives for the drafting group meeting on the global civil society statement to be held on December 3 and 4 in Nairobi. Four regional civil society representatives will also be elected to take part in the sixth GCSF. Civil society representatives from all West Asian countries are expected to attend the forum. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
China Daily News

Environmental awareness starts young
Zhu Baoxia
2004-11-17 05:54



With his drawing of "a crying mermaid" in hand, 12-year-old Zhang Wenpeng said people must wake up to the fact that damaging the environment was destroying everything progress had worked for. 

"To save water is to save our lives," he said.

His classmate in the fifth grade of Guiyang Experimental Primary School in Guizhou Province, 11-year-old Zhou Zhiyun, has painted a big shining bulb, calling upon people not to waste electricity.

The students were at a class meeting, discussing "what is climate change and what we can do."

A video introduced the topic before students and they were given the floor to air their own views, either with drawings or by expressing their opinions.

It has become routine for all the classes in the school to organize similar activities, said Xuan Zhiying, headmaster of the school.

Xuan said the school, a "green school" approved by the Guizhou Provincial Environmental Protection Bureau, has set up a meteorological observation station on campus, through which students can observe weather changes and record the data on computer.

Various activities with an environmental theme are held to encourage students' participation in these issues.

The school encourages the students to pass on what they have learned in school to their parents and communities.

"My family used to keep all the lights in our house on all night - now we only turn them on when we need them," said Zhou Zhiyun.

"Our school is also a 'global village'," said student Du Yixian.

The students have elected their own head of the "village," an accountant and an auditor to organize and supervise "village business."

Each class has established a recycling station to collect reusable waste such as paper and tins.

The collection will then be placed in a big recycling centre next to the school gate and sold to recycling companies. Any money made will go to help students in poor areas, said Du.

The school was twinned with a Canadian school, the Jamieson Elementary, earlier this year to exchange information and experience on the environment, especially climate change.

"Chinese schools are treating environmental education more importantly, so more 'green schools' like the Guiyang Experimental Primary School are emerging," said Jiao Zhiyan, director of the Centre for Environmental Education and Communications of the State Environmental Protection Administration.

Jiao said China has now approved 16,933 green schools like this, with 284 at national level.

Another 208 primary and middle schools are expected to pass national inspections at the end of the year.

The idea of the "green school" originated in Europe in 1994. They have to include environmental education in their curricula and take full advantage of teaching personnel, materials and facilities to improve students' awareness of the environment.

China introduced the concept in 1996.

"Education is important and effective and can help youngsters develop better habits. Meanwhile they can be good vehicles for passing on knowledge to the community," said Jiao.

He said China started to carry out programmes among youngsters in 1995.

The first programme was a Sino-US venture, which set up some meteorological observation stations in schools and encouraged pupils to collect climate data.

Since then, Jiao's centre has carried out many joint programmes with support from international organizations like the United Nations Environment Programme and countries like the United States and Sweden. Some transnational companies have also been involved.

Chinese youngsters are getting more and more actively involved in international contests and activities in the field.

Two groups of Chinese middle school students took part in the Stockholm Junior Water Prize competition in Sweden, a worldwide award that encourages young people to carry out scientific research and technical inventions in water pollution control and water conservation.

Three senior middle school students from Taoyuan Middle School in Foshan, Guangdong Province took part in the 2004 global contest in August with their "Black and Grey Water Separating" treatment for household sewage. 

"We didn't win the big prize, but the judges liked it and we have learned a lot from contestants from other countries," said participant Chen Haobin from the Taoyuan Middle School.

________________________________________________________________________________________
Liberal Democrates (UK)
KENNEDY CHALLENGES BLAIR TO DELIVER BUSH AGREEMENT ON CLIMATE CHANGE 16/11/2004
Earlier this year, in a speech to the Green Alliance and others, I spoke of a concerted effort by the Liberal Democrats to push the environment up the political agenda and keep it there.

We did that in our campaign for the local and European elections. Then at our conference in September, we devoted a significant time to the environment.

But if we are to achieve a real shift in the way the environment is seen politically - if we are to move the environment from the margins of political discussion to its very heart - the forthcoming General Election is an ideal opportunity to step up and take the issue on.

Already, the Liberal Democrats are working on our ‘green’ manifesto and election messages which will feature prominently throughout our campaign.

The environment is central to the Liberal Democrat vision of a vibrant, thriving Britain.  A Britain in which sustainable living is a reality so that we minimise the impact of the way we live on the world around us.

A Britain in which a green thread runs through government policy.

A Britain that champions the environment on the international stage and acts to preserve the environment for future generations; which stands up to the conspiracy theorists and those in denial over climate change.

A Britain that looks beyond the Kyoto treaty to the next stage of the battle to limit climate change.

A Britain that acts not at the expense of competitive business, but together with business to encourage environmental reform, to encourage the development of new products and processes and to put Britain at the forefront of the new green revolution.

This isn’t about punitive action, but about showing how environmentally responsible action is not only economically viable, but ultimately economically sensible.

So in order to put the environment at the heart of government, we need to put the environment at the heart of the Treasury.

Today I would like to set out how we would seek to achieve that.

But first I’d like to set out the scale of the task facing us.

THE TASK ABROAD

The key challenge that faces the international community is to stabilise the concentration of greenhouse gases at a level that minimises the disruption to our climate; to achieve this in a way that enables the ecosystems that sustain our planet to adapt and survive; and to achieve this while ensuring that economic development, particularly in poorer nations, continues and is sustainable.

For the record, I agree with the assessment of Sir David King, the Chief Scientist, that climate change is the most severe threat that we face today.

The scientific consensus is that a 2 degree rise in temperature relative to pre-industrial levels is about as much as the planet can take without consequences that would be catastrophic for human and all other life.

The United Nations Environment Programme is predicting that we will reach that level by the beginning of the next century.

So, even as the long awaited Kyoto treaty comes into force next year, it is already clear that this is just the start of the battle.

Don’t get me wrong.  The Kyoto treaty represents an international milestone for the environment.  Hard fought and hard won.  But our celebration should be subdued.

We must resist the temptation to breathe a huge sigh of relief and to sit back and wait for targets to be achieved.  That would be a delusion.  Even if Kyoto targets are met, and it is a big if, the effect is likely only to scratch the surface of the problem.

And while the world’s biggest polluter, the United States, remains the only G8 nation outside the process, the change that could be achieved by Kyoto is likely to be undermined.

I know that the environmental community was unenthusiastic about the re-election of George Bush.

But the fact is that we can’t just wait another four years for a new President before we engage the US administration on the environment.

We need action now.  We need an acceptance of the science of climate change, and we need to move forward on the next stage.

But we must remember that this isn’t about Republican vs. Democrat – under the Clinton Administration the Senate rejected the Kyoto treaty by 95 votes to 0.

And we must also recognise that the US does act on the environment.

It is working on the planned development of coal-based but zero-emission power plants specifically designed for use in coal-rich development countries

It is working on investment initiatives to develop hydrogen based technologies and cars.

It has established 13 bilateral climate change partnership agreements with developing countries.

So The US does act, especially at the State level, and that shouldn’t be ignored.

And neither should we fall into the trap of believing that those in the US administration who shout the loudest on this issue are ultimately successful in shaping US policy.

But the fact is that carbon emissions in the US have risen 14% since 1990.

And, when the rhetoric of those associated with the President is so vitriolic on the whole issue of climate change, it is also clear that there remains a long way to go in bringing the United States into the consensus.

Take Myron Ebell, who is close to the US administration.  Last week he told the BBC that climate change science is based on “a long series of improbabilities” and called the UK’s Chief Scientist “alarmist”.

He also implied that the whole climate change debate was a European conspiracy to hobble American business.  It was a pretty dispiriting ‘listen’.

It would be disastrous if the President’s new mandate allows such voices to further undermine international efforts to achieve real consensus

But there are some silver linings among the clouds.

One is that the Prime Minister has pledged that the focus of Britain’s presidency of the G8 in 2005 will be to push forward action of the environment.

A couple of months ago, the Prime Minister set three tests for the success of British Presidency of the G8:

First, an agreement about the basic science on climate change and the threat it poses.

Second, agreement on a process to speed up the technology necessary to meet the threat.

Third, engage with other countries with growing energy needs - like China and India – about how they can meet those needs sustainably.

We will certainly be holding the Prime Minister to these pledges. But I would like to go further.  I want him to focus specifically on bringing the United States into the consensus so that it becomes a part of the international solution.

The Prime Minister has acknowledged that “none of Britain’s aims on climate change…can be met without US help.”

This is neither the time nor the place to go into our basic disagreements with the Prime Minister over his closeness to President Bush and its impact on our foreign policy, particularly in relation to Iraq and the Middle East. 

But if this country is to get anything at all out of that relationship, then it strikes me that there is an opening here in relation to climate change.

The Prime Minister has six months before the next general election to spend the political capital he has amassed with the Bush administration over the war in Iraq. 

It should be the prime goal of the British Prime Minister to secure public agreement from the White House that the science of climate change is real and the threat is real.

He must achieve agreement that the US will engage, not just as an observer, but as a participator, in the next round of climate change negotiations, known as the Conference of Parties in autumn 2005.

In moving beyond Kyoto, we believe the way forward is the adoption of contraction and convergence – a rather technical and obscure phrase unlikely to excite the electorate – but a concept that should appeal to the traditional British sense of fair play.

Contraction: reducing overall greenhouse gas emissions. 

Convergence: sharing out equally emissions across the planet on a head, not a wealth count. 

Without such an arrangement developing countries in particular will simply not sign up.

If Tony Blair is really serious in making his mark in these areas, the greatest single achievement for the UK’s G8 presidency in combating climate change would be securing agreement among G8 nations, including the United States, that the way forward will be based on this principle of contraction and convergence.

Only such an agreement will engage developing nations, including China and India.

Only such an agreement will serve to focus energies on new technology to achieve contraction.

Only such an agreement, with the United States on board, would make the British G8 Presidency a success.

THE TASK AT HOME

Here at home, Labour’s record in government over the environment sets no helpful precedents. 

In the 1997 manifesto, Tony Blair pledged to:

“Put concern for the environment at the heart of policy-making, so that it is not an add-on extra, but informs the whole of government.”

But the record is – to put it kindly – patchy.

Greenhouse emissions have fallen by about 7% in Britain since 1997.  In itself that’s obviously good, but it has come about through the move from coal to gas for the generation of electricity.  That, of course, was a one- off gain.  And our carbon emissions are now on the rise again.

The Government hopes by 2010 to reduce CO2 emissions by 20% compared with 1990 levels. 

But on current projections, this looks wholly unachievable.

And it should be a source of shame that the World Economic Forum ranks Britain 91st in the world when it comes to environmental sustainability, behind countries like Bangladesh.

If you look up other indicators, this – sadly – makes sense:

Since 1997, total municipal waste is up by almost a fifth, and Britain languishes at the bottom of the European recycling league.

High level radioactive waste is up 9%.

Domestic energy consumption is up by nearly 7%.

Whereas Italy manages to get 20% of its energy from renewable sources, Britain manages less than 3%. 

And what about transport?

Our public transport is in chaos – with delays on our railways doubling – while fares are the most expensive in Europe.

With rail and bus fares increasing since 1997 and the cost of motoring falling, it is no surprise at all that road traffic is up by 8%.

Worse still the Transport Minister has forecast traffic growth of up to 25% in England by 2010.

This is not sustainable development. 
It is old fashioned, uncontrolled, unsustainable development.

So if Tony Blair intends to lead an international consensus on the environment, and I for one hope that this can be achieved, he cannot hide from his own dismal record.

DELIVERING THE GREEN SHIFT

Let us be under no illusion about issues relating to the environment.  I don’t believe failure can be an option.  The stakes are too high.

If only a tenth of the political energy, wealth and resources that have been expended in Iraq had been devoted to the environmental threat, imagine where we could be by now.

And let us be under no illusion about the damage from climate change here in the United Kingdom.

Figures release by the DTI have estimated that the cost of flooding, already running at £1bn a year, will increase by £30million a year – for the next 80 years!

The cost of environmental damage and inaction to the economy in 2004 was a massive £67 billion – over £1000 for every man, woman and child – the equivalent of 19 pence in the pound on income tax.

This is roughly the same as the entire annual budget of the NHS.
So, as I said earlier, it is crucial that the environment is put at the heart of the Treasury.

Government departments often operate on the principle of ‘predict and provide’.

What will society require?
How much will it cost?
How can we raise the money?

But protecting and improving the environment requires a different approach. 

Financial mechanisms have long been used to change behaviour.  Indeed Monetary Policy Committee decisions on whether to raise or lower interest rates are based on how it will affect behaviour – cooling the housing market for instance – or boosting consumer demand.

We propose a similar concept for environmental taxation: summarised as encouraging ‘goods’ and discouraging ‘bads’.

This Government has, however, been heavy handed in using environmental taxes as purely a revenue raising tool for the Treasury.  That is not what we intend – not least because it undermines public trust.

A green thread should run through the whole of Government and via the tax system into people’s lives.

What is required is a wholesale shift in the way environmental taxation is used.

The Liberal Democrats would use environmental taxation as it is supposed to be used.

We are not proposing higher overall taxes but using existing taxes to reward environmentally friendly behaviour.

But we are proposing to establish an Environmental Incentive Programme with the aim of ensuring that the polluter pays the full environmental costs of any polluting activities.

But pursued on a tax-neutral basis with revenue recycled into offsetting tax cuts.

And it should be the Treasury that leads, in consultation with business and consumer groups

The Environmental Incentive Programme should cover subjects such as energy, surface transport, air transport, land use and waste management, and also address public subsidies for unsustainable activities.

The revenue from these taxes will not disappear into a bottomless pit within the Treasury but will be fed back into lower taxes elsewhere.

This approach would include for instance:

Reforming Airport Passenger Duty into a new Aircraft Departure Duty paid by all aircraft, passenger and freight, regardless of the number of passengers, thereby giving incentives to maximise the use of each flight.

Giving incentives for more environmentally friendly road vehicles,

Reforming the current Landfill Tax into a broader waste disposal tax.

Redirecting Government subsidies that support environmentally damaging activities, for example through rewarding farmers for environmentally sustainable work.

My vision is of ‘green growth’ for Britain.  A green economy is a dynamic economy.

I want British business to lead the world in environmental technologies and to be at the forefront of environmental business processes.

I want Britain to lead the world in improving the efficiency of cars, developing alternative fuels and making zero emission vehicles a reality.

In the long run this will enhance the competitiveness of British industry, not diminish it.

CONCLUSION

Today I have addressed just two parts of the Environment debate.

Engaging internationally to set the planet on a more sustainable course.

And engaging domestically through the taxation system to set our country on a more sustainable course.

These are immediate priorities for action.

But of course the debate ranges much wider – biodiversity, oil dependency, water resources, harmful chemicals.

What we need in this country is to bring these issues into our mainstream political discourse.

The Prime Minister has talked of the “catastrophic consequences” of climate change. 

But then his Environment Secretary describes the agreement to increase, yes, increase UK emissions allowances under the EU trading scheme as “good news for tackling climate change”.

There is a great difference between a decent speech once a year that makes all the right noises - and action while in Government to effect real environmental reform.

The Government should realise that you can’t ‘spin’ the environment.

Bad news on the environment can’t simply be managed.

And neither can the media escape its own responsibilities to give the environment due prominence.  The media needs to tackle the politicians on how they would address climate change.  This isn’t just a story about men in white coats or well meaning lobby groups.  It is a political issue and deserves to be treated as such.

The Liberal Democrats recognise the huge challenges that come with climate change and environmental sustainability.

But we also acknowledge that only action now will give us some hope of mitigating the effects of climate change that are already showing themselves.

And we recognise that the green thread needs to run through every aspect of Government, from taxation to transport, from agriculture to housing, from energy to entrepreneurship.

Our manifesto will reflect this.

My challenge to the other political parties is to match our commitment.

Because if the environment is ignored at the next General Election, our political process is devalued.

And those who will suffer most are those who can’t vote at present – the next generations to whom we will be bequeathing a poisoned legacy

I am determined that we do all we can to stop that happening.

__________________________________________________________

Accounting Web

US Companies Help Drive Non-Financial Reporting to New Heights


The survey is SustainAbility and UNEP's sixth international review of corporate environmental and sustainability reports, and their first with S&P. Over 350 reports were submitted and 50 were selected by an international independent expert committee for a full analysis. The top three overall are Cooperative Financial Services (UK), Novo Nordisk (Denmark) and BP (UK). The top three US companies in the ranking are HP, Ford Motor Company and Bristol-Myers Squibb. General Motors, Chiquita, Baxter, Starbucks Coffee Company, and GAP also placed in the Top 50. The dynamism of the field is shown by the fact that 52% of the Top 50 reporters are new entrants. 

Partially in response to the accounting scandals of recent years, most companies have corporate governance at the center of their reporting agenda. The best companies use their reports to fully explore their total social, economic, and environmental (or ‘triple bottom line') impact. The authors say the trend to more comprehensive disclosure is evidence of increasing interest in understanding all triple bottom line factors influencing the risks and opportunities facing companies. 

The research reveals that financial analysts, ratings agencies and insurance companies who rely on corporate data to establish credit ratings and to evaluate the more qualitative aspects of company performance still find it difficult to separate feel-good reporting from reliable data. In particular, Risk and Opportunity finds that companies still need to do more to explain how non-financial performance impacts the financial bottom line. 

"Corporate governance is the hottest topic" says SustainAbility Chairman John Elkington, "but recent scandals mean most boards are focused on financial integrity issues - to the detriment of the bigger picture of non-financial risks and opportunities. The good news is that the overall quality of non-financial reporting has improved dramatically since our first benchmark survey in 1994. Now the challenge is to ensure that leading companies integrate their financial and non-financial accounting and reporting in ways that help analysts and rating agencies do their job properly."

______________________________________________________________
All Africa

Kenya: Security Council Meeting to Focus On Sudan, Somalia

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks

November 16, 2004

Nairobi

The United Nations Security Council meeting that is due to take place on Thursday and Friday in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, will focus on the situation in Sudan and on the peace process in Somalia, a UN official said.

Jean-Victor Nkolo, the media advisor to the Secretariat for the Security Council meeting in Nairobi, told IRIN on Tuesday that the session would discuss the crisis in the Darfur region of western Sudan and the long-running conflict in the south.

"Somalia will also be discussed," Nkolo added.

A Council statement issued earlier said the meeting would also be attended by representatives of the African Union, which is trying to broker a peace deal between Khartoum and insurgents fighting the Sudanese government in Darfur. Other officials in attendance will represent the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development - a grouping of east Africa states spearheading peace talks between the Sudanese government and the south-based rebel group, the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army.

The Nairobi meeting will mark the 11th time in the history of the Council that it has met away from UN Headquarters in New York. Previously, it has met in London, Paris (twice), Geneva, Addis Ababa and Panama City, as well as several venues in New York State, other than the UN headquarters.

The representatives of the 15 members of Council are expected to travel to Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda and Uganda after the Nairobi meeting, from 20 to 25 November, the UN reported on Monday.

Relevant Links

East Africa

North Africa

Civil War and Communal Conflict

Post-Conflict Challenges

Kenya

Somalia

Sudan
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"We're going to say that the international community is there to help," French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière told a news conference in New York. The Council, he added, would encourage the four African States to foster dialogue and cooperation with each other.

"There has to be in this region, among all the countries, a confidence which has been lacking in the past," UN News quoted him as saying. While the UN was there to help, he added, it "cannot replace the parties; it is up to the parties involved to achieve reconciliation and dialogue."
Radio Netherlands
The United Nations is coming under increased pressure to impose sanctions on Sudan's government for its activities in the Darfur region. This comes in the wake of new evidence that atrocities are still being perpetrated against the region's civilian population.
Human Rights Watch is urging the UN Security Council to take immediate action to reverse the ethnic cleansing in Darfur. The call comes ahead of a special Council meeting in Nairobi later this week. 
However, any sanctions will need to be backed up a regime of strict enforcement, says Georgette Gagnon of Human Rights Watch in this interview with Radio Netherlands:
"The sanctions are an expanded arms embargo on the government of Sudan, with strong enforcement measures. Currently, there are sanctions on Janjaweed militia leaders on arms. However, there is no sanctions committee or enforcement mechanism in the Security Council resolution as it now stands."

	

	

	


"So, we're saying that these current sanctions on arms need to be expanded to the government and there needs to be strong enforcement. We're also saying that there needs to be travel bans and assets freezes on key government of Sudan leaders who work with the Janjaweed militias who have been committing these atrocities."

	Ambassadors from the UN Security Council are heading to Kenya today for a rare meeting outside New York aimed at speeding up a resolution of the two long-running conflicts in Sudan: the 21-year war with SPLA rebels in the South and the separate crisis in the western region of Darfur. 
No final accord in the north-south conflict is expected to emerge from the meeting, but the two-day session starting Thursday is intended to press the parties to reach a deal by year's end.


	

	


RN: "Now, there's already a draft resolution at the Security Council that's expected to be adopted at a special meeting in Nairobi this week. Aren't the provisions in this draft resolution sufficient?"
"No, they do not place any sanctions on the government of Sudan. They don't even clearly spell out the Sudan government's role and responsibility in the commission of war crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur. So, the resolution in our view is still very weak."

	

	


RN: "You've gone ahead to propose international prosecution for government officials and rebels. Isn't this taking things a bit too far?"
"What we've suggested is that the Sudan government first must be prosecuting those government leaders and Janjaweed leaders and others who are committing atrocities. They have not done this to date."

"When there is ineffective national prosecution, it is then for the international community to step in and take on these prosecutions. The UN recently set up an international commission of inquiry to investigate atrocities in Darfur, and we expect that they may recommend that the Security Council refer the matter of Darfur to the International Criminal Court."

RN: "Now, initially when a stronger draft resolution was brought to the Security Council, there was strong and stiff resistance to these proposals and so far, the international community has failed to act on these atrocities. So, what chance is there that any meaningful step will be taken this time around?"
	Talks between the Sudanese government and the rebels are set to resume on 26 November. Around 1.5 million people are believed to have died in the civil war. Council members hope that progress on the north-south track will help ease the crisis in the western Darfur region, where an estimated 70,000 people have died since February 2003.
Some 1.2 million Darfurians have been driven from their homes by Arab proxy militias called Janjaweed, who have been blamed for a campaign of ethnic cleansing including rape and pillaging. 
The Security Council has already passed two resolutions threatening sanctions against Khartoum if it does not rein in the militias and end the Darfur bloodshed. But there has been some opposition to slapping sanctions on the government from, among others, Muslim nations on the council and permanent members like China and Russia which have commercial interests in the country.
(Source: Reuters)


	

	


"All we can do is continue to expose the Sudan government's continuing commission of atrocities in full view of the international community. The government has completely thumbed its nose at the demands and requirements of the Security Council. So, all we can say is: ‘Security Council, how long are you going to put up with this and watch ethnic cleansing be consolidated in front of your very eyes?'"

RN: "Indeed, as we speak, new evidence is emerging of atrocities by the Janjaweed militia in Darfur. The US has clearly labelled what's happening there as genocide. The international community has failed to act. What will it take?"
"That's the question: ‘What will it take?' Even though the US has said it's genocide, they have not backed up that claim with any meaningful action, as have a number of the other Security Council members. They haven't put the pressure on the Sudan government through, for example, sanctions on the oil industry, which would be meaningful for them and which may get the Sudan government to actually rein in those militias. And there are ways to put sanctions on the oil industry that would bypass the Security Council and a possible veto by China or Russia, for example."

UN News Service (New York)

Security Council Members to Visit Central Africa in Bid to Consolidate Peace

November 15, 2004

Posted to the web November 16, 2004

Security Council members will head for the troubled Great Lakes region of Africa later this week to show global support for national peace efforts, the leader of the mission said today.

"We're going to say that the international community is there to help," French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière told a press briefing in New York.

Representatives of all 15 countries serving on the Security Council will travel to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda from 20 to 25 November. Their trip will follow on a visit to Nairobi on 18 and 19 November.

Ambassador de la Sablière said the Central Africa meetings would provide an opportunity to emphasize that all factions are responsible for achieving peace. The UN "is there to help, but it cannot replace the parties; it is up to the parties involved to achieve reconciliation and dialogue."

Council members would also encourage the four Central African States to foster dialogue and cooperation with each other. "There has to be in this region, among all the countries, a confidence which has been lacking in the past," the Ambassador said.

The Security Council will be "emphasizing its priorities, which are the priorities decided on by the parties involved: namely the need to make progress," Mr. de la Sablière stressed.

"We have to maintain this dynamism because we know that there will be obstacles," he said.

In related news, the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region is set to begin a two-day ministerial meeting in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, tomorrow.
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The gathering is being convened to prepare for a summit to be held on 19 and 20 November, also in the Tanzanian capital.

The International Conference was proposed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who is scheduled to depart for Africa early this week to attend the Dar-Es-Salaam meeting, as well as official events in Burkina Faso, Egypt and Kenya.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

Russian and Chinese weapons blamed for fuelling Sudan war

By Meera Selva in Nairobi

17 November 2004

The brutal ethnic war in Darfur is being fuelled by weapons supplied by companies from countries that are permanent members of the United Nations Security Council, a report claimed yesterday. The Security Council is trying to find a way to end the violence.

The Chinese and Russian governments have been allowing the sale of military equipment to the Sudanese government, according to an Amnesty International report, which also repeated claims that a British firm had been involved in brokering an arms deal between Ukraine and Sudan. The Russians and Chinese from their permanent seats on the Security Council have constantly opposed moves by other members to impose sanctions or an arms embargo on Sudan.

Amnesty, which released the report yesterday, said the UN had to impose a mandatory arms embargo on Sudan if the conflict was to end. The European Union has had an arms embargo against Sudan since 1994, but that has not stopped other countries trading arms with Sudan, which has paid with oil revenues.

China has sold fighter jets and helicopters to Sudan since the 1990s, while Russia sent 12 MiG jet fighters to Sudan in July as the Security Council was meeting to discuss whether to impose sanctions on Sudan. China is one of the main investors in Sudan's oil industry.

Earlier this year a newspaper alleged a British company had acted as a broker between Sudan and a Ukrainian arms export company for the sale of 62 Antonov planes. The Foreign Office and Customs and Excise are investigating whether UK firms broke international law.

A UN database suggests that more than 180 tons of arms has been sent to Sudan by British citizens and British-registered companies in the past three years, including small arms and ammunition used by the Janjaweed, via private brokers. It says that France sent £242,000 worth of bombs, grenades and other ammunition to Sudan in 2001, although this fell to less than £13,250 in 2002.

Brian Wood, a researcher for Amnesty International, said: "Everyone knows that if you send arms to a country like Sudan, which has a very poor record on human rights, the weapons will be misused within three to four years."

The Security Council will meet in Nairobi this week to discuss the conflicts in south and west Sudan amid concerns that the Sudanese government is not willing to bring peace to the region. It has twice produced resolutions demanding that the government end the conflict in Darfur, but has stopped short of imposing sanctions or a full arms embargo. Last week, Sudanese police attacked refugees at the Al-Geer camp in south Darfur in front of UN officials, African Union (AU) monitors and journalists.

Elizabeth Hodgkin of Amnesty International said: "What happened in Al-Geer camp shows that Sudan doesn't care if the AU or the UN is there. They still beat people up, use tear gas and rubber bullets. The Security Council has to take action. At the moment, the resolution is being blocked by one Security Council member who is selling arms to Sudan and another which is selling arms and has a big oil stake."

In July, the Security Council said all states should "prevent the sale or supply" of arms and related material to non-governmental entities in Sudan, but Amnesty International says there is no guidance on how this resolution should be implemented or monitored. Civilians in Darfur say they have been bombed by government-owned Antonovs, and attacked by Arab militias carrying rifles and wearing uniforms.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Science Monitor

Urgent push on Africa's oldest civil war
By Abraham McLaughlin | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA – For more than 20 years, it's been one of the world's forgotten wars. Some 2 million people have died, yet it's received relatively scant global attention. But as the United Nations Security Council opens a historic meeting in Kenya tomorrow, the war between the north and south in Sudan - and efforts to halt it for good - takes center stage. 

The main reason: Diplomats and experts see that stopping this conflict would not only end Africa's oldest civil war, but provide a template for dealing with Sudan's other main conflict, the one in its western Darfur region, where the US says genocide has occurred.

A north-south peace deal could even help salve an 18-year rebellion in neighboring Uganda, home to 1.6 million displaced civilians. In all more than 5 million displaced people could benefit if the UN, the US, and African nations can force peace.

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	


But it's a mammoth task: For at least six months, the parties have been tantalizingly close, but unable - perhaps unwilling - to cinch a final deal. "Finally signing that agreement would represent a sense of momentum" that could benefit other conflicts, says Allan Rock, Canada's ambassador to the United Nations. And, he says, "It would show that the government of Sudan was actually doing something - and not just talking."

Fresh pressure to finalize the north-south deal comes as the international community is at loggerheads about how to proceed on Darfur, a region the size of Texas where some 70,000 civilians have been killed and 1.8 million people - out of a total of 3.5 million - have been displaced.

As the Security Council meets in Kenya's capital, Nairobi - only the fourth time the council has convened outside New York - tensions are showing over details of a resolution to be adopted this week. Nations like China, Russia, Pakistan, and Algeria apparently want to minimize references to violence in Darfur, while the US and Britain want to maximize them. Previous Security Council resolutions have threatened Sudan's government with sanctions if it doesn't make progress in halting violence in Darfur, but China says it will veto any implementation of those measures.

So, with the "stick" of UN sanctions still sheathed, the council - led by the US - is instead encouraging the European Union, the World Bank, and others to create a "carrot" big enough to lure Sudan's government across the finish line of a north-south deal. The promised package of debt relief and development aid could reach $100 million.

In theory, a final deal would do three key things to help Darfur.

• It would bring into Sudan's northern government the longtime southern rebel leader, John Garang. Because of his reported ties to rebels in Darfur, he might push for a more restrained response there. A rebellion against Khartoum began in Darfur in 2003, with the government allegedly retaliated by inciting Arab janjaweed militias to rape and kill Darfur civilians.

• A deal would also create a model for power- and wealth-sharing that could be replicated in Darfur.

• And it would set the stage for a UN peacekeeping force in southern Sudan, which might eventually have a presence in Darfur.

Given the diplomatic deadlock, a deal between the Muslim north and the Christian and animist south "is about the only way forward," says Richard Cornwell of the Institute for Strategic Studies in Pretoria, South Africa. "All other roads are more or less blocked."

But even this road is seriously potholed. Substantive issues are still to be hammered out, including who's to pay for joint north-south military units that would be deployed in the south. And it could be hard to persuade a tightknit Muslim regime in Khartoum to share wealth and power. Tribes outside the elite have been marginalized, politically and economically. Mr. Cornwell estimates if free elections were held, the current regime would get just 10 to 15 percent of the vote.

Meanwhile, the need for help in Darfur is growing. "Security has been moving in a bad way for the last two months," says Nathalie Civet of the Belgian arm of Doctors Without Borders, an international relief organization, in the Darfur town of Al Fasher. Aid groups are increasingly harassed or robbed by government and rebel forces.

Indeed, many aid organizations are urging the UN to escalate its pressure to include travel bans on government figures, asset seizures, and more. Yesterday, Amnesty International urged the UN to impose an arms embargo on all parties in the Darfur conflict. Without tougher measures, a deal may never be struck. "As long as the international community uses only incentives - and no real pressures - we will remain in an indefinite process of negotiation," says John Prendergast of the Brussels-based International Crisis Group.

Meanwhile, in Uganda, there's hope a deal would boost momentum toward peace. Already this week, President Yoweri Museveni declared a seven-day cease-fire with rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army. The group leads an 18-year insurgency that has created what the UN calls one of the world's most underreported crises. "Where else in the world have there been 20,000 kidnapped children?" asked top UN official Jan Egeland recently, referring to the LRA's practice of nabbing young Ugandans and forcing them to become soldiers.

The LRA has long been aided by Sudan's government - in retaliation for Uganda's support of Garang's rebels. Joseph Kony, the LRA's spiritualist leader, has a hideout in southern Sudan. If a peace deal is signed, the LRA could see Sudan's support dry up.

But even if a deal is struck, ensuring that both parties make good on their word will be an ongoing struggle. "Signing a deal," says Mr. Prendergast, "will only be the beginning of the hard work, not the end."

• Duncan Woodside contributed from Al Fasher, Sudan.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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World Experts, Politicians To Discuss Ozone Layer In Prague


KEYWORD: 'Czech environment diplomacy ozone'

BODY:
Experts and politicians from some 150 countries will discuss the protection of the ozone layer at the 16th conference of the Montreal Protocol signatories to be held in Prague on November 22-26, Jiri Havlicek from the Environment Ministry told CTK today.

Among over 750 delegates to the conference are ministers, prominent world scientists, as well as supreme U.N.

representatives, Havlicek added. In the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, signed in 1987, countries agreed to reduce the production of chemical substances depleting the ozone layer, which is substantial for life on the Earth. 

The Czech Republic acceded to the protocol, which now regulates the production and distribution of 96 substances and is to be updated, seven years later. So far, some 190 countries have acceded to the protocol.

Instead of freons, which were debated as the main threat to the ozone layer in the 1980s and 1990s, now other more dangerous substances are in focus. One of them is methylbromide, used in agricultural fertilisers, which damages the ozone layer sixty times faster than traditional freons.

A special expert working group will debate exactly methylbromide in Prague on November 19-20.

Within the conference, a number of accompanying events are prepared, said Michal Broz from the U.N. Information Centre (UNIC) in Prague.

A scientific symposium will be, for instance, held in Prague's Cernin Palace on November 19 with the Nobel Prize winner for chemistry in 1995, Mario Jose Molina, attending.

Havlicek said that the fact that this conference for the first time in history takes place in a former Communist country shows "recognition for all the work the Czech Republic has done in this area."

"Only in 1998 we did not sufficiently meet the Montreal Protocol requirements. We had shortcomings, for instance, in the consumption of chemical substances. Now we are in the part of the world which has no more problems to observe the protocol,"

Havlicek concluded.  


LOAD-DATE: November 17, 2004
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BBC 
Climate change 'ruining' Everest 
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Campaigners demand urgent assessment of the risks to Everest


Environmentalists are calling for Mount Everest to be put on a UN danger list because of global warming. 
Melting glaciers have swollen lakes and increased the risk of catastrophic flooding in the Himalayas, they say. 
The move to save the world's highest peak is part of a new campaign to force reductions in emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide. 
The campaigners are arguing that countries are legally bound to protect World Heritage Sites from damage. 
The group, including famous mountaineers and members of the UK-based group Friends of the Earth, will ask Unesco, the UN educational, scientific and cultural agency to put Nepal's Sagarmatha National Park on its danger list. 
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Unesco must shout out loudly and say we need greenhouse gas emission cuts - legally 

Peter Roderick
Climate Justice group 


It will also submit petitions for the Belize barrier reef and the Huascaran National Park in Peru to be included in the list. 
"Mount Everest is a powerful symbol of the natural world not just in Nepal," the director of Friends of the Earth Nepal, Prakash Sharma, was quoted as saying by Reuters news agency. 
"If this mountain is threatened by climate change, then we know the situation is deadly serious," the director added. 
The campaigners admit that their initiative is a largely symbolic act, the BBC's environment correspondent Richard Black says. 
But they argue that if politics is failing to curb global warming, then other avenues - including the law - must be used, our correspondent says. 
If Unesco agrees with the submissions, it can ask member states to take corrective action. 
However, even if Unesco does demand emission cuts, there is nothing in its rules which would force governments to obey, our correspondent adds. 
________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC
US urged to help slow Arctic thaw 
Indigenous people from the Arctic have urged the US to cut greenhouse gas emissions to slow down the current thaw of the polar ice. 
At a conference in Iceland, they warned their traditional way of life was endangered by global warming. 

They accused Washington of thwarting efforts to reduce the problem by refusing to sign the Kyoto agreement. 

Scientists have warned that the region is warming twice as quickly as the rest of the planet. 

"The short-term economic policy of one country should not be able to trump the entire survival of one people," said Sheila Watt-Cloutier, the chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC) at the end of the four-day event. 

"Climate change is not just about weather or sea-ice conditions... it's a fight to preserve a way of life," she added. 

A team of international researchers published the results of a study before the meeting kicked off, predicting that the summer ice cap could melt completely before the end of this century. 

The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment report (ACIA) found that the faster warming rate of the Arctic is due to a build-up of greenhouse gases, mainly carbon dioxide released from burning oil, coal and gas in power plants and cars. 

It also warned that several species including polar bears could disappear as a consequence of the melting ice. 

Climate change could also claim human lives, too, it said. There have been several incidents in which Inuit hunters have drowned after falling through unexpectedly thinner ice. 

The foreign ministers of the eight Arctic nations - the US, Russia, Canada, Iceland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland - are due to meet in Iceland's capital Reykjavik on 24 November to discuss how to fight the problem. 

The US, responsible for about a quarter of the world's gas emissions, has refused to ratify the Kyoto Protocol. The agreement, negotiated in 1997, requires industrial nations to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases below 1990 levels. 

President Bush argues the plan is too costly and unfairly excludes developing nations. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Short-Term Ozone Pollution Raises Mortality Risk

USA: November 17, 2004

NEW YORK - When ozone goes up in cities, even for short periods at levels below current regulatory standards, so does the death rate, according to an article in Wednesday's Journal of the American Medical Association.

The study, looking at 95 large urban communities over a 14-year period, is one of the largest to investigate the relationship between ozone and mortality, Dr. Michelle L. Bell told Reuters Health.

Bell, at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut, and colleagues at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, obtained data from the National Center for Health Statistics from 1987 to 2000, and air-pollution data on ozone from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

A 10 part-per-billion (ppb) increase in daily ozone levels over a previous week was associated with an average increase of 0.52 percent in daily non-injury-related deaths, the team reports.

That figure translates to an additional 319 premature deaths annually for New York City, the region with the highest ozone-related mortality, for each 10 ppb increase in ozone, and an increase of 3767 deaths annually for all 95 urban areas.

There appear to be regional variations, Bell pointed out. "We need to look at this in more depth to see if ozone has stronger effects in some parts of the country than in others."

It may be, she said, that certain factors specific to different cities, such as income levels, racial distributions, or even the use of air conditioning could affect the mortality risk associated with ozone pollution.

The investigators noted that death rates increased at ozone pollution levels below current regulatory cut-offs. Bell pointed out that the EPA, a co-sponsor of this study, is mandated by the Clean Air Act to periodically review air pollution standards. The results of her team's study and others may induce the agency to strengthen its ozone standards.

SOURCE: Journal of the American Medical Association, November 17, 2004.

Story by Karla Gale

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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Reuters

Conservationists Meet To Plan Global Green Agenda

THAILAND: November 17, 2004

BANGKOK - More than 5,000 scientists, conservationists and politicians meet in Thailand over the next week to hammer out a blueprint for saving some of the world's most endangered species and fragile ecosystems.

The IUCN World Conservation Union, which is hosting the four-yearly World Conservation Congress, is billing the eight-day Bangkok convention as the one of biggest environmental meetings in history.

"This sends a very powerful message that conservation is not a marginal issue in the year 2004," said Achim Steiner, director-general of the Geneva-based organisation. "There has been a record level of interest."

One of the gathering's top events will be the unveiling of the IUCN's "Red List" of endangered animals, the most comprehensive scientific assessment of species at risk of dying out, and concrete measures to slow or reverse their extinction.

The prognosis is not good.

"Despite all our efforts in the conservation community and in governments, we have not really succeeded in stemming the loss of species," Steiner told Reuters.

"The number has now risen to over 15,000 threatened species on our planet -- and this is just the number we have been able to assess so far."

Threats to the environment from rapid economic and population growth -- a major issue in Asia, home to half of humanity -- will also feature prominently at the forum, which includes names from the world of big business.

Oil giants BP and Royal Dutch/Shell, mining conglomerate Rio Tinto and insurer Swiss Re are among multinationals putting in an appearance, reflecting the growing prominence of green issues in the boardroom.

"There has definitely been a shift in the big corporations, who now realise the importance of biodiversity," said IUCN spokesman Deric Quaile. "Most of big business now incorporates this as part of their strategic planning."

ONLY ONE WORLD

The theme of the Bangkok meeting, which opens on Wednesday, is "People and Nature -- only one world", to emphasise that conservation and the environment should not be at the expense of human development, and vice versa. Founded in 1948, the IUCN is the world's largest conservation organisation, bringing together more than 80 governments, over 800 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and 10,000 scientists and experts from 180 countries.

It says its unique "union" structure adds to its effectiveness because it bridges the public and private sectors.

At the last Congress, held in the Jordanian capital Amman in 2000, environmentalists said a lack of political will was hampering efforts to preserve threatened species and ecosystems such as coral reefs.

Given the continued decline visible in the past four years, the time for talking was over, they said.

"What we are documenting today is an extraordinary loss of wealth, not only in biological terms, but also in historical terms and in financial terms," Steiner said.

"Every day that passes when we do not take the threat of losing species more seriously will cost us more and more."

Following are some facts about the IUCN:

- The IUCN is a huge umbrella conservation group which uniquely includes non-governmental agencies (NGOs) and states.

- Its stated mission is to: "influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable."

- Among its members, it counts 81 countries, 730 national non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and 77 international NGOs. Angola and Iran are the latest countries to join.

- According to latest audited figures, its total external operating income in 2003 was just over 102 million Swiss francs ($87 million), a sum that underscores the size of the global green movement.

- The IUCN has a number of specialist groups, for example on sharks and crocodiles, run by scientists who are noted experts in their fields.

- Since its founding in 1948, its databases, assessments and case studies have been among the world's most respected and frequently cited sources of information and reference on environmental issues.

- The IUCN is perhaps best known for its "Red List" -- a barometer used by conservationists and scientists to classify animals threatened with extinction. An updated Red List will be presented at the Bangkok congress.

- Called the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) since 1956, the group shortened its name to IUCN-The World Conservation Union in 1990.

(Additional reporting by Karishma Vyas)

Story by Ed Cropley

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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General Environment News

North Africa humid zones network meets in Morocco
Rabat, Morocco (PANA) - The second meeting of the North African Network for Humid Zones (RENAZH) convenes in Morocco 16-17 November to finalize priorities of regional cooperation and management of the "Maghrebi Humid Zones" project, official sources said here. The Maghrebi Humid Zones project centres on collaboration among Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia to strike a balance between sustainable development and preservation of the ecosystems. The project also plans to serve as a platform to enhance the capacity of local communities by developing their socio-economic potentials through projects that preserve the ecological functions of humid areas.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng062821&dte=15/11/2004
Zanzibar to Discourage Mass Tourism

The East African (Nairobi): THE ZANZIBAR government will discourage mass tourism to conserve the environment and ensure a steady flow of tourists to the Isles. The Zanzibar Minister for Trade, Industry, Marketing and Tourism, Mussa A. Silima told The EastAfrican at the four-day World Travel Market in London that Zanzibar was working closely with mainland Tanzania to discourage this type of tourism, which mostly takes place on the Isles. The islands receive about 100,000 tourists annually. Mr. Silima said, "We have come to realize that if we don't take steps now to redress this situation, there will be a negative impact on the environment." He said revenue from such tourists fell short of what was needed to repair or conserve the environment. "When we invited the private sector to invest in the industry, little did we know that such a problem would arise. However, we must now bring to a minimum the number of uncategorized hotels and encourage investors to build five-star hotels," he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411160703.html
Rwanda Plans Afforestation of 65,000 Hectares

The East African (Nairobi): A DECADE after peace and order was restored in Rwanda following the 1994 genocide, the country is facing a new crisis - that of loss of forest cover and massive land degradation.  During the 1994 conflict that led to the genocide, entire communities were displaced, only to come back later and settle on forestland. The government was initially keen on peacefully resettling the returnees from the Democratic Republic Congo, Uganda and Tanzania. The question of environmental conservation was of secondary importance. However, following the settlement of about three million returnees on forestland, the government realized it needed to take bold measures to save the situation, without being insensitive to the people who were already traumatized by the genocide. According to Rwanda's ambassador to Kenya, the rapid land degradation has caused severe deforestation of the existing indigenous forests, especially in the western areas of the country.  The government is promoting environment-friendly agro-forestry and is also reviewing the policy guidelines with regard to individual planting and harvesting of trees. There is now an emphasis on enhancing the role of the community in the management of forests and adoption of innovative, energy-efficient technologies to conserve trees. The government has now embarked on an afforestation programme targeting 65,000 hectares of land and reclaiming a further 4,500 hectares in the next five years through part financing by the African Development Bank (ADB). So far, 1,200 hectares have been replanted in the past one year, with tree species like acacia, eucalyptus calliandra and grevillea. However, the programme is too ambitious for the government to go it alone and there is a need for international agencies and other non-governmental organizations to chip in. The International Development Centre of Canada (IDRC) has shown keen interest in the afforestation project and is facilitating an intervention that could contribute to the search for sustainable solutions to the rapid deforestation in the country. IDRC is working closely with the Centre for Institutional Support in Africa (CISA), a Kigali-based NGO with a branch in Nairobi. CISA is focusing on capacity building for sustainable development in the region, starting from community level innovations that help raise the productivity of agriculture and natural resource management. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411160724.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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 Comienza el seminario internacional sobre producción y consumo sustentable 

PNUMA: necesaria, alianza mundial para enfrentar hambre y deterioro ambiental 

DAVID CARRIZALES CORRESPONSAL 

Monterrey, NL., 15 de noviembre. Es necesaria una alianza mundial para enfrentar la guerra contra el terrorismo, el hambre y el deterioro ambiental, sostuvo Klaus Toepfer, director general ejecutivo del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), durante la inauguración del Seminario Internacional de Alto Nivel sobre Producción y Consumo Sustentable, el cual reúne a representantes de organismos internacionales del sector público y privado de más de 60 países. 

En el encuentro, el estadunidense Lester Brown, presidente del Instituto sobre Políticas para el Uso de Energía Eólica, señaló que si su país dedicara la mitad de su presupuesto anual militar, de más de 360 mil millones de dólares, a educación, salud, combate a la pobreza e intensificación del uso de energía limpia, "se resolverían esos grandes problemas que amenazan la vida del planeta". 

Expuso que dos nuevas tecnologías aplicadas a la fabricación de automóviles y a la generación eléctrica ayudarán "enormemente" a revertir el deterioro ambiental. La primera se refiere a los autos híbridos, que operan con base en gas y electricidad y no contaminan, de los cuales, expresó, se han vendido 100 mil en Estados Unidos; la segunda es sobre generación de energía eléctrica mediante la fuerza del viento, la cual "es la energía más limpia y barata de cuantas existen", indicó. 

Klaus Toepfer, a su vez, comentó que durante los dos días de trabajos de este congreso mundial, efectuado en el Centro Internacional de Negocios, se instalarán mesas de trabajo para discutir acerca del agua y la energía, así como respecto a la manera de resolver los problemas básicos de la gente pobre en el planeta. 

"No puedo regresar a la sede del PNUMA en Nairobi, Kenya, país con 65 por ciento de la población en absoluta pobreza, y decirle a la gente que tiene que cambiar sus patrones de consumo; sencillamente ellos tienen que convertirse primero en consumidores de acuerdo con sus condiciones naturales. 

"Por ello el primer problema que se analizará en esta reunión es cómo logramos trabajar para cubrir las necesidades básicas de los pobres sin dañar el medio ambiente." En ese sentido, precisó, "es fundamental ver cómo logramos tener una agricultura más eficiente y con una producción sustentable". 

El director general ejecutivo del PNUMA mencionó que, pese a que la agricultura no había estado incluida en estas discusiones de consumo sustentable y producciones más limpias, muchos de los temas abordados tienen que ver con el sector agropecuario, pues entre 70 y 75 por ciento del agua es consumida en el planeta en la agricultura. 

Habló también de que los países logren mayor eficiencia en el riego, "con el propósito de obtener ahorros de agua importantísimos para la preservación del medio ambiente", y de la necesidad de implementar una agricultura orgánica para disminuir el uso de químicos, como plaguicidas, pesticidas y fertilizantes. 

"A escala mundial no tenemos una crisis de agua. Lo que tenemos es de inversiones para su tratamiento y reciclaje. Además, no se cuenta con buena administración de los recursos hídricos y se carece de un manejo integrado de las cuencas", concluyó.

http://www.portaldelmedioambiente.com/html/gestor_noticias/vernoticia.asp?id=2426
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Seminario Mundial del PNUMA sobre Consumo y Producción Sustentable

16 nov (PNUMA)

En respuesta a la pobreza creciente, el hambre, la enfermedad y la degradación ambiental, el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) reúne a importantes tomadores de decisiones de alto nivel, por parte del gobierno, la industria y la sociedad civil, de más de 60 países – para identificar nuevos proyectos e iniciativas que contribuyan al cambio hacia patrones más sustentables. De acuerdo con los mandatos mundiales, recibidos por parte del Plan de Implementación de la Cumbre Mundial sobre Desarrollo Sustentable y los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio – y dando fuerza a los esfuerzos existentes – en donde sea posible, las discusiones se enfocarán en dos temas básicos, Retos Globales; Negocios y Medio Ambiente; y Necesidades Básicas.

“Nosotros – los gobiernos, el mundo de los negocios y la sociedad civil – nos hemos comprometido a cambiar la realidad. Nuestros retos ahora reposan en la velocidad con que nos movamos hacia el futuro. Necesitamos hacer un trabajo más rápido debido a que la vida de la gente y la salud del planeta están implicados”, dijo Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo de PNUMA. 

“No olvidemos el objetivo - el ultimo enfoque de estos esfuerzos es para los pobres – aquellos que no tienen acceso a los servicios básicos, tales como agua limpia, alimento, y energía, y aquellos quienes están expuestos a riesgos de salud debido al manejo inadecuado de los desechos. Ellos necesitan convertirse en consumidores. Para otros, existe una necesidad de consumir de manera diferente – con menos impacto ambiental y social en el mundo. Necesitamos crear un "espacio" para una mejor calidad de vida para todos.”, señaló Topfer. 

El objetivo del evento es identificar áreas de trabajo concretas y prácticas – proyectos, iniciativas y acuerdos – que puedan generar cambios a niveles fundamentales – y que puedan crear modelos para que otros los adopten, improvisen y sigan. “El enfoque tiene que estar en la implementación,” continuó Topfer. “Necesitamos dirigirnos a los consumidores de las clases media y alta, quienes se encuentran en todos lados – Norte y Sur, sobre todo la generación joven. Ellos necesitan ayuda para dirigir sus vidas en una forma en que utilice menos recursos y que cause menos contaminación y daño social. Los negocios tienen que dar productos y servicios para los gobiernos, los incentivos.” 

Cabe recordar que América Latina es una de las regiones con el más alto índice de inequidad de ingresos.

El evento, que es patrocinado por el gobierno mexicano, será inaugurado por, Alberto Cárdenas Jiménez, Secretario de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (SEMARNAT).

Los ministros de Medio Ambiente de otros cinco países – Argentina, Belice, Nicaragua, Perú, y Tanzania – se unirán para dar voz a su compromiso de cambio. Ellos presentarán sus visiones sobre patrones de desarrollo más sustentable, con ilustraciones de iniciativas prácticas que han llevado a cabo en sus países.

Los gobiernos en la región de América Latina y el Caribe (ALC) han tomado un liderazgo activo en la implementación de la agenda sobre consumo y producción sustentable. En 2003, dos reuniones regionales fueron organizadas por Argentina y Nicaragua, respectivamente, y los representantes de alto nivel de los gobiernos esbozaron una Estrategia Regional sobre Consumo y Producción Sustentable, y crearon un consejo regional de expertos. Las conclusiones de estas reuniones fueron respaldadas por la XIV Reunión de Ministros de Medio Ambiente de la región de ALC, el año pasado. 

En el 2005, Costa Rica albergará el 2o evento internacional sobre el Marco de Programas para la Producción y Consumo Sustentable de 10 años. 

Los más de 200 expertos que provienen de más de 60 países se enfocarán específicamente en asuntos de agua, energía y agricultura sustentable, apoyando el uso de recursos naturales y desarrollando y aplicando nuevos modelos de desarrollo. (Ver al final notas al editor)

El SCP8 articula organizaciones financieras (donadores o bancos), empresas, gobierno y organizaciones de implementación a niveles básicos (tales como Centros de Producción Más Limpia) que reúnen y comparten experiencias y forjan nuevas alianzas. Las recomendaciones finales del seminario de dos días darán forma al trabajo de PNUMA en el área de producción y consumo sustentable y reflejarán los compromisos adquiridos por aquellos quienes participen en el seminario. También, alimentará a la Sesión del Consejo de Administración de PNUMA (febrero, 2005), el cual revisará el progreso hecho en la agenda de Producción y Consumo Sustentable.

El PNUMA promueve la producción y el consumo sustentable a través de sus actividades, desde antes de que estos conceptos tomarán fuerza en la Cumbre de la Tierra en Río de Janeiro en 1992. Estos temas han sido reconocidos como los medios que reconcilian el crecimiento económico y la protección ambiental. Desde entonces, estas ideas, con la filosofía implícita de que "la prevención es mejor que la cura”, han sido promovidos alrededor del mundo.

http://www.milenio.com/nota.asp?id=171969

ONU: El desarrollo sustentable, solución para la pobreza 

El jefe del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Topfer, dijo que la producción y el consumo sustentables no tienen futuro sin una lucha eficaz contra la pobreza y el hambre en el mundo.

“Necesitamos una alianza contra el terrorismo y necesitamos también una alianza contra la pobreza, el hambre y la degradación ambiental”, declaró Topfer durante el Octavo Seminario Internacional de Alto Nivel sobre Producción y Consumo Sustentables, que se desarrolla desde este lunes en la ciudad de Monterrey. 

“Tenemos todos los recursos y 800 millones de personas sufren hambre porque la vida humana y la salud del planeta están en juego”, añadió. La agricultura estará en el centro de los debates de este seminario, que tiene lugar cada dos años y relaciona por primera vez los conceptos de ’producción’ y ’consumo’ sustentables.

“Actualmente, tenemos un imperativo de desarrollo eco-nómico y nos encontramos frente a una escasez de materias primas”, estimó por su parte el director del Centro Marroquí de Producción Limpia, Smail Al Hilali.

“La producción sustentable ya no es una opción, sino la única solución que existe para asegurar la sustentabilidad de la producción”, dijo.

En tanto el ecologista estadounidense Lester Brown lanzó la señal de alarma y predijo que “la economía mundial tendrá pronto problemas”, si no se hace nada para cuidar el medio ambiente. La presencia de Lester Brown, conocido por sus violentas críticas contra las empresas contaminantes y la ausencia de acción por parte de los estados, es una novedad en este tipo de reuniones.

“Hay que responsabilizar a los consumidores” para alcanzar “una sociedad de consumo más responsable” que haga “elecciones razonables”, según Monique Barbut, directora del departamento de tecnología, industria y economía del PNUMA.

“Es imprescindible que el consumidor adquiera consciencia del daño ambiental que provocan sus decisiones de consumo, y que considere las ventajas de un consumo más racional que en el mediano plazo cointribuirá a revertir la tendencia en el deterioro de los recursos naturales”, coincidió el ministro de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales de México, Alberto Cárdenas Jiménez.

Para Cárdenas, hay que “producir más con menos de la manera más limpia y eficiente” posible.

Todos los archivos adjuntos 

Seminario Mundial del PNUMA sobre Consumo y Producción Sustentable

16 nov (PNUMA)

En respuesta a la pobreza creciente, el hambre, la enfermedad y la degradación ambiental, el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) reúne a importantes tomadores de decisiones de alto nivel, por parte del gobierno, la industria y la sociedad civil, de más de 60 países – para identificar nuevos proyectos e iniciativas que contribuyan al cambio hacia patrones más sustentables. De acuerdo con los mandatos mundiales, recibidos por parte del Plan de Implementación de la Cumbre Mundial sobre Desarrollo Sustentable y los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio – y dando fuerza a los esfuerzos existentes – en donde sea posible, las discusiones se enfocarán en dos temas básicos, Retos Globales; Negocios y Medio Ambiente; y Necesidades Básicas.

“Nosotros – los gobiernos, el mundo de los negocios y la sociedad civil – nos hemos comprometido a cambiar la realidad. Nuestros retos ahora reposan en la velocidad con que nos movamos hacia el futuro. Necesitamos hacer un trabajo más rápido debido a que la vida de la gente y la salud del planeta están implicados”, dijo Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo de PNUMA. 

“No olvidemos el objetivo - el ultimo enfoque de estos esfuerzos es para los pobres – aquellos que no tienen acceso a los servicios básicos, tales como agua limpia, alimento, y energía, y aquellos quienes están expuestos a riesgos de salud debido al manejo inadecuado de los desechos. Ellos necesitan convertirse en consumidores. Para otros, existe una necesidad de consumir de manera diferente – con menos impacto ambiental y social en el mundo. Necesitamos crear un "espacio" para una mejor calidad de vida para todos.”, señaló Topfer. 

El objetivo del evento es identificar áreas de trabajo concretas y prácticas – proyectos, iniciativas y acuerdos – que puedan generar cambios a niveles fundamentales – y que puedan crear modelos para que otros los adopten, improvisen y sigan. “El enfoque tiene que estar en la implementación,” continuó Topfer. “Necesitamos dirigirnos a los consumidores de las clases media y alta, quienes se encuentran en todos lados – Norte y Sur, sobre todo la generación joven. Ellos necesitan ayuda para dirigir sus vidas en una forma en que utilice menos recursos y que cause menos contaminación y daño social. Los negocios tienen que dar productos y servicios para los gobiernos, los incentivos.” 

Cabe recordar que América Latina es una de las regiones con el más alto índice de inequidad de ingresos.

El evento, que es patrocinado por el gobierno mexicano, será inaugurado por, Alberto Cárdenas Jiménez, Secretario de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (SEMARNAT).

Los ministros de Medio Ambiente de otros cinco países – Argentina, Belice, Nicaragua, Perú, y Tanzania – se unirán para dar voz a su compromiso de cambio. Ellos presentarán sus visiones sobre patrones de desarrollo más sustentable, con ilustraciones de iniciativas prácticas que han llevado a cabo en sus países.

Los gobiernos en la región de América Latina y el Caribe (ALC) han tomado un liderazgo activo en la implementación de la agenda sobre consumo y producción sustentable. En 2003, dos reuniones regionales fueron organizadas por Argentina y Nicaragua, respectivamente, y los representantes de alto nivel de los gobiernos esbozaron una Estrategia Regional sobre Consumo y Producción Sustentable, y crearon un consejo regional de expertos. Las conclusiones de estas reuniones fueron respaldadas por la XIV Reunión de Ministros de Medio Ambiente de la región de ALC, el año pasado. 

En el 2005, Costa Rica albergará el 2o evento internacional sobre el Marco de Programas para la Producción y Consumo Sustentable de 10 años. 

Los más de 200 expertos que provienen de más de 60 países se enfocarán específicamente en asuntos de agua, energía y agricultura sustentable, apoyando el uso de recursos naturales y desarrollando y aplicando nuevos modelos de desarrollo. (Ver al final notas al editor)

El SCP8 articula organizaciones financieras (donadores o bancos), empresas, gobierno y organizaciones de implementación a niveles básicos (tales como Centros de Producción Más Limpia) que reúnen y comparten experiencias y forjan nuevas alianzas. Las recomendaciones finales del seminario de dos días darán forma al trabajo de PNUMA en el área de producción y consumo sustentable y reflejarán los compromisos adquiridos por aquellos quienes participen en el seminario. También, alimentará a la Sesión del Consejo de Administración de PNUMA (febrero, 2005), el cual revisará el progreso hecho en la agenda de Producción y Consumo Sustentable.

El PNUMA promueve la producción y el consumo sustentable a través de sus actividades, desde antes de que estos conceptos tomarán fuerza en la Cumbre de la Tierra en Río de Janeiro en 1992. Estos temas han sido reconocidos como los medios que reconcilian el crecimiento económico y la protección ambiental. Desde entonces, estas ideas, con la filosofía implícita de que "la prevención es mejor que la cura”, han sido promovidos alrededor del mundo.

http://www.unionradio.com.ve/Noticias/Noticia.aspx?noticiaid=125228

PNUMA urgió a una alianza mundial contra deterioro medio ambiente

El director general del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer, urgió hoy a todos los países a crear una alianza internacional para combatir el deterioro del medio ambiente.

Uno de los desastres ambientales y humanitarios más graves durante la invasión a Irak fue la destrucción de sus pantanos, advirtió el funcionario durante la inauguración del Seminario Internacional de Alto Nivel sobre Producción y Consumo Sustentable.

En este evento, que reúne a representantes de más de 60 países de los sectores público y privado, Toepfer indicó que el PNUMA puso en marcha un proyecto para revertir esta situación en Irak en respuesta a una solicitud de los gobiernos de Italia y Estados Unidos.

"Es un programa con los japoneses para rehabilitar los pantanos del sureste", dijo el director general ejecutivo del Programa de Naciones Unidas.

Comentó que se requieren medidas urgentes entre diversas naciones para mejorar el reciclaje del gua, ya que solamente el diez por ciento se recicla a nivel mundial.

"No tenemos una crisis del agua, sino una crisis de inversiones en reciclar y en tratar el agua contaminada", aseguró Toepfer.

Además de no tener una buena administración de los recursos hídricos ni un manejo integrado de las cuencas, añadió.

Destacó que se debe trabajar para desarrollar nuevas tecnologías que permitan reciclar el agua, no sólo en las plantas de tratamiento.

"Hay once millones de dólares para este programa y hay otros programas para saber cuáles son los puntos rojos, particularmente el tema del agua", concluyó Toepfer. 

http://www.elsoldezacatecas.com.mx/ver_nota.asp?id=20863&cat=16

PNUMA urgió a una alianza mundial contra deterioro del medio ambiente

El director general del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer, urgió hoy a todos los países a crear una alianza internacional para combatir el deterioro del medio ambiente.

Uno de los desastres ambientales y humanitarios más graves durante la invasión a Irak fue la destrucción de sus pantanos, advirtió el funcionario durante la inauguración del Seminario Internacional de Alto Nivel sobre Producción y Consumo Sustentable.

En este evento, que reúne a representantes de más de 60 países de los sectores público y privado, Toepfer indicó que el PNUMA puso en marcha un proyecto para revertir esta situación en Irak en respuesta a una solicitud de los gobiernos de Italia y Estados Unidos.

“Es un programa con los japoneses para rehabilitar los pantanos del sureste”, dijo el director general ejecutivo del Programa de Naciones Unidas.

Comentó que se requieren medidas urgentes entre diversas naciones para mejorar el reciclaje del gua, ya que solamente el diez por ciento se recicla a nivel mundial.

“No tenemos una crisis del agua, sino una crisis de inversiones en reciclar y en tratar el agua contaminada”, aseguró Toepfer.

Además de no tener una buena administración de los recursos hídricos ni un manejo integrado de las cuencas, añadió.

Destacó que se debe trabajar para desarrollar nuevas tecnologías que permitan reciclar el agua, no sólo en las plantas de tratamiento.

“Hay once millones de dólares para este programa y hay otros programas para saber cuáles son los puntos rojos, particularmente el tema del agua”, concluyó Toepfer.

http://www.jornada.unam.mx/018n1pol.php

Comienza el seminario internacional sobre producción y consumo sustentable PNUMA: necesaria, alianza mundial para enfrentar hambre y deterioro ambiental 

DAVID CARRIZALES CORRESPONSAL 

Monterrey, NL., 15 de noviembre. Es necesaria una alianza mundial para enfrentar la guerra contra el terrorismo, el hambre y el deterioro ambiental, sostuvo Klaus Toepfer, director general ejecutivo del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), durante la inauguración del Seminario Internacional de Alto Nivel sobre Producción y Consumo Sustentable, el cual reúne a representantes de organismos internacionales del sector público y privado de más de 60 países. 

En el encuentro, el estadunidense Lester Brown, presidente del Instituto sobre Políticas para el Uso de Energía Eólica, señaló que si su país dedicara la mitad de su presupuesto anual militar, de más de 360 mil millones de dólares, a educación, salud, combate a la pobreza e intensificación del uso de energía limpia, "se resolverían esos grandes problemas que amenazan la vida del planeta". 

Expuso que dos nuevas tecnologías aplicadas a la fabricación de automóviles y a la generación eléctrica ayudarán "enormemente" a revertir el deterioro ambiental. La primera se refiere a los autos híbridos, que operan con base en gas y electricidad y no contaminan, de los cuales, expresó, se han vendido 100 mil en Estados Unidos; la segunda es sobre generación de energía eléctrica mediante la fuerza del viento, la cual "es la energía más limpia y barata de cuantas existen", indicó. 

Klaus Toepfer, a su vez, comentó que durante los dos días de trabajos de este congreso mundial, efectuado en el Centro Internacional de Negocios, se instalarán mesas de trabajo para discutir acerca del agua y la energía, así como respecto a la manera de resolver los problemas básicos de la gente pobre en el planeta. 

"No puedo regresar a la sede del PNUMA en Nairobi, Kenya, país con 65 por ciento de la población en absoluta pobreza, y decirle a la gente que tiene que cambiar sus patrones de consumo; sencillamente ellos tienen que convertirse primero en consumidores de acuerdo con sus condiciones naturales. 

"Por ello el primer problema que se analizará en esta reunión es cómo logramos trabajar para cubrir las necesidades básicas de los pobres sin dañar el medio ambiente." En ese sentido, precisó, "es fundamental ver cómo logramos tener una agricultura más eficiente y con una producción sustentable". 

El director general ejecutivo del PNUMA mencionó que, pese a que la agricultura no había estado incluida en estas discusiones de consumo sustentable y producciones más limpias, muchos de los temas abordados tienen que ver con el sector agropecuario, pues entre 70 y 75 por ciento del agua es consumida en el planeta en la agricultura. 

Habló también de que los países logren mayor eficiencia en el riego, "con el propósito de obtener ahorros de agua importantísimos para la preservación del medio ambiente", y de la necesidad de implementar una agricultura orgánica para disminuir el uso de químicos, como plaguicidas, pesticidas y fertilizantes. 

"A escala mundial no tenemos una crisis de agua. Lo que tenemos es de inversiones para su tratamiento y reciclaje. Además, no se cuenta con buena administración de los recursos hídricos y se carece de un manejo integrado de las cuencas", concluyó. 
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Iraq: UN human rights chief concerned over plight of civilians in Falluja

16 November - The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights today voiced deep concern about the situation of civilians caught up in the ongoing fighting in Falluja, Iraq and called on all concerned to

protect them.

Through her spokesman in Geneva, Louise Arbour cited allegations that the rules of war designed to shield civilians and combatants had been broken during the current confrontation.

"All violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law must be investigated and those responsible for breaches - including deliberate targeting of civilians, indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks, the killing of injured persons and the use of human shields - must be brought to justice, be they members of the Multinational Force or insurgents," spokesman José Diaz told reporters.

He also voiced the High Commissioner's concern about poor access to humanitarian aid in Falluja and about the lack of information regarding the number of civilian casualties.

Ms. Arbour called on parties in the fighting to take "every possible precaution" to protect civilians," he said. Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) said it was closely monitoring the situation of internally displaced persons and others affected by the events in Falluja and has pledged to help Iraqi institutions provide food through the public distribution system if necessary. In other developments, the Secretary-General's Special Representative, Ashraf Qazi, met today in Baghdad with Iraqi Prime Minister Iyad Allawi for talks on how to advance the political process in the country, a UN spokesman said. Discussions also dealt with the security situation in the country and preparations for national election, set to take place towards the end of January, Fred Eckhard told the press in New York.

UN reports improvement in Côte d'Ivoire conflict with hate messages ending

16 November - Despite a high degree of uncertainty in the resurgent conflict in Côte d'Ivoire, life seems to be returning to normal in Abidjan and other major cities and hate broadcasts that raised the spectre of

further ethnic violence have given way to calls for res traint and a return to work, the United Nations

mission there reported today. "National Radio and Television have been airing peace messages significantly different in tone and content to the ones we have been hearing of late," the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) said, a day after the UN adviser on the prevention of genocide warned that the situation could be referred to the International Criminal Court (ICC).

The Security Council yesterday imposed an immediate arms embargo on the West African country and gave the parties one month to get the peace process back on track or face a travel ban and a freeze on their assets after government forces attacked northern rebels earlier this month in violation of a nearly two-year-old ceasefire agreement. The proliferation of hate broadcasts was one of the most worrying aspects of the ensuing violence which escalated with anti- French rioting and ethnic clashes, after French troops destroyed the Ivorian Government's air force in reprisal for the deadly bombing of French peacekeepers in the UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants. With thousands of Ivorians and foreigners, mainly French, fleeing the country, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Juan E. Mendez, warned yesterday that xenophobic hate speech could exacerbate already widespread violations of human rights, which in the recent past included extrajudicial killings, torture, disappearances and sexual violence.

Radio ONUCI, the mission's radio station, is highlighting the Security Council resolution and Mr. Mendez's message, and an increased presence of UN peacekeepers in Abidjan has contributed greatly to reassuring the local population and ensuring security of evacuees, the mission reported.

Commercial activities have resumed but the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said electricity and water has not been fully restored in rebel-controlled areas in the north.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that Ivorians arriving in Liberia, already estimated to have surpassed 10,000, say more people are on the way. The refugees are pouring through at least a dozen entry points along a 45-kilometre stretc h of relatively remote frontier, often crossing the border river in small canoes.

Security Council imposes immediate arms embargo against Côte d'Ivoire

15 November - Seeking to end the violence in Côte d'Ivoire, the United Nations Security Council today imposed an immediate, 13-month arms embargo against the country and gave the parties there one month to get the peace process back on track or face a travel ban and a freeze on their assets.

Under a resolution adopted unanimously, the additional sanctions will go into effect on 15 December unless the Council determines before then that the signatories of two peace deals are working to implement them. Those measures would remain for one year. The 2003 Linas-Marcoussis accord halted fighting between the Government of President Laurent Gbagbo and rebels who control most of the north, and created a government of national reconciliation. The second pact, reached this summer in the Ghanaian capital and known as the Accra III Agreement, focused on those parts of the 2003 pact that were still in dispute. The latest unrest flared up on 4 November when the Government violated the ceasefire by launching an attack in the Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating combatants. On 6 November, Government aircraft bombed French peacekeepers in the area, killing nine people and leading to French reprisals that destroyed the tiny Ivorian air force. This in turn led to anti-foreigner rioting in Abidjan, the country's largest city. The Council text condemned the Government air strikes and demanded that all Ivorian parties to the conflict fully comply with the ceasefire. It also reiterated the Council's full support for the action undertaken by the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) and French forces.

The 15-member body further demanded that the Ivorian authorities stop all radio and television broadcasts inciting hatred, intolerance and violence, and asked the UN peacekeeping mission to bolster its monitoring role in that regard.The arms sanctions require all countries to prevent the "direct or indirect supply, sale or transfer" to Côte d'Ivoire of arms or any related materiel. Pending progress, the Council will also ban anyone "who constitute a threat to the peace and national reconciliation process" from travelling abroad, and "freeze the funds, other financial assets and economic resources" of those designated by a Council committee set up to enforce the measures.The resolution provides for a number of humanitarian exemptions designed to allow UN peacekeepers and relief workers to carry out their operations on behalf of the Ivorian people.

Diplomats and UN envoy head to Nairobi for Security Council meeting on Sudan

16 November - Members of the United Nations Security Council are scheduled to depart today for

Nairobi, Kenya, where they will convene a two-day meeting on the situation in Sudan later this

week. Secretary-General's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, also left for the Kenyan capital to

attend the Security Council meeting, which will be held on 18 and 19 November.

Meanwhile, reports of insecurity in Darfur, Sudan, persist. The UN Mission in Sudan said five days ago, four women were reportedly raped while walking home on the outskirts of El-Geneina. A gunfight ensued between police and the attackers.

Thorough probe finds no evidence of wrongdoing by UN official

16 November - An exhaustive probe has cleared the head of United Nations internal oversight services of

alleged staff rules violations and has found no credible information to back corruption and other charges

against him, a UN spokesman said today.

The investigation was ordered after the UN Staff Council, the equivalent of a union, alerted Secretary-General Kofi Annan last April to allegations made against UN Under-Secretary-General Dileep Nair, who heads the UN Office for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS). The charges related to violations of appointments and promotions rules in OIOS, as well as allegations of corrupt practices in the Office and "other misconduct" by Mr. Nair.

UN Daily News 16 November 2004

Spokesman Fred Eckhard said in a statement that "a thorough review" conducted by Under-Secretary-General for Management Catherine Bertini found that "no Staff Regulations or Staff Rules were violated in the appointment and promotion of staff in OIOS, and that the relevant personnel procedures were followed."With regard to the other allegations, the investigation did not receive "credible information on which to follow-up and, therefore, recommended that no further action was necessary in the matter," the spokesman said. He added that Mr. Annan had accepted the investigation's findings and recommendations. According to the spokesman, the Secretary-General has told Mr. Nair "that he had every confidence that the good work of the Office of Internal Oversight Services under his leadership will continue."

Security Council extends Timor-Leste mission for final six

months

16 November - The United Nations Security Council today unanimously adopted a resolution

extending the mandate of the UN mission in Timor-Leste (UNMISET) for another six months before

its planned withdrawal from that country next year.

The decision comes a week after the Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, submitted a report to the Council

stressing that Timor-Leste had "not yet achieved a critical threshold of self-sufficiency as public

administration there remains weak and fragile."After debating the issue yesterday, the Council decided to maintain the current tasks, shape and size of the Mission in order to allow it to consolidate its gains.

Through the resolution, the Council urged the donor community to continue providing assistance to Timor-Leste and called on the UN development and humanitarian agencies as well as international financial institutions to start planning immediately for "a smooth transition in the country, from peacekeeping operations to a sustainable development assistance framework."

Reaffirming the need to fight against impunity, the Council members also took note of the Secretary-General's intention to explore possible ways to address that issue by making appropriate proposals.

The Security Council has set a target of completing by May all trials related to the violence which engulfed East Timor in the wake of the popular consultation on independence conducted in 1999.

UNMISET was established in 2002 after the country gained independence and renamed itself Timor-Leste. Since then, the mission has been helping with administrative structures, law enforcement and security.

UN envoy voices concern over rocket attacks from southern Lebanon

16 November - The United Nations envoy to Southern Lebanon today expressed his serious concern

over repeated violations of the line marking Israel's withdrawal from the area after two rockets were fired

from the Lebanese side on Monday. On numerous occasions, both in reports to the Security Council and various statements, the UN has called on the Lebanese Government to exercise its control over all of its territory, said Staffan de Mistura, the Personal Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan for Southern Lebanon, in a statement fromBeirut. In a briefing to the Security Council yesterday, Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East, also mentioned the incidents of firing from inside the Lebanese territory.

"So far this year, there have been at least six incidents of firing of rockets from within the Lebanese territory apparently directed across the Blue Line," said Mr. de Mistura, adding that Monday's incident was the third firing in the past six weeks. While noting that Beirut has committed itself "to halt such infringements and have attempted to identify and arrest the alleged perpetrators," he urged the Lebanese Government to "redouble its efforts to ensure that such dangerous violations cease immediately." He also called on all parties "to do their utmost to continue the relative calm that still exists and remind them that one violation does not justify another."

Families, friends of UN staffers held in Afghanistan plead for their release

16 November - The families and friends of the three United Nations staffers being held in Afghanistan

today issued an emotional appeal for the safe return of the trio, who had been working to support the

country's historic election when they were abducted late last month.

In a statement circulated by the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), the loved

ones offer personal messages to Annetta Flanigan, Shqipe Hebibi and Angelito Nayan.

"I, together with the rest of the family, want to relay to you that we all love you. We are always here for you. We pray for you that you'll here with us soon," the statement quoted Angelito's sister as saying.

"Everybody is praying for you and hoping for that you will be home soon," said Annetta's mother. "I miss your laughter, your constant teasing of me and your voice," wrote one of Shqipe's friends.

In their joint statement, the families and friends express hope that the people holding Angelito, Annetta and Shqipe would "place them somewhere safe where they can be found and restored to us."

Striking a note of tolerance, they say, "We understand that after 25 years of strife and uncertainty, some people in Afghanistan may do desperate things, but the Afghan people are honourable."

Curbing potential spread of weapons-grade uranium could take 10 years – IAEA

16 November - It will take the better part of a decade for all the world’s civil nuclear research reactors

to be converted to run on fuel that poses a lower risk of proliferation of weapons-grade high-enriched

uranium (HEU), the United Nations atomic watchdog agency reports in its latest update on the issue.

Although much progress has been made, among the biggest challenges is developing the types of

uranium fuel that converted reactors require. More than 60 civilian research reactors worldwide still

run on HEU fuels and are targeted for conversion over the next 10 years, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) says.Some 200 experts from across the globe gathered at IAEA headquarters in Vienna last week to take stock of developments at an International Meeting on Reduced Enrichment for Research and Test Reactors, focusing on converting research and test reactors running on HEU to low-enriched uranium (LEU), which is unsuitable for use in a nuclear weapon. For more than 20 years the IAEA has supported international efforts to reduce the amount of HEU in international commerce. It plays an active role in helping countries convert their reactors to LEU fuels. Through its technical cooperation programme, the Agency currently has more than 20 projects on research reactors that tackle issues concerning fuel, decommissioning, waste management, reactor use and safety.

Annan marks International Tolerance Day with call for action against fanaticism

16 November - Marking the International Day of Tolerance, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today warned that the global landscape continued to be scarred by fanaticism, exploitation of ignorance, and the fear of the ‘other.’ “One of the best res ponses to such toxic behaviour is to cultivate tolerance,” he said in a message. “No society can hope to flourish if it does not promote this essential virtue. Tolerance is an essential condition for peace, democracy and sustainable development.”

He noted that in today’s interdependent world, societies are increasingly multicultural and more and more people are the product of several cultures. “Tolerance does not mean simple ‘putting up with’ others,” he added. “On the contrary, it means being actively committed to human rights and fundamental freedoms, constantly recognizing that what brings us together is more powerful than what keeps us apart, and adhering to rules of conduct that emphasize responsibility not only to oneself, but also to others.”

17 developing countries receive UN grants to battle violence against women

16 November - The United Nations Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence Against Women today announced

grants totaling nearly $1 million to fight the scourge in war -affected countries across the globe, from the

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Southern Sudan to Georgia and Honduras.

Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) which administers the Fund, said the problem of gender-based violence “only deepens with war.”

In all, 17 groups in developing countries will receive the latest grants including community leaders in the DRC who will be trained to address the communal impact of violence against women.

In the Southern Sudan the capacity to document the war’s impact on women will be enhanced and used to influence postconflict reconstruction, and ensure better access for women to services and training to participate in peace processes. In the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Jerusalem, medical practitioners and health care workers will develop a Code of Ethics for assistance to survivors of violence while government officials in Georgia and Azerbaijan will receive training to promote the use of violence prevention and prosecution mechanisms at institutional and policy levels. In Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, research and investigation into the scale of gender-based violence will be used to influence reform of legislation and public policies, and encourage greater collective action to end impunity.

The Fund, a unique multilateral mechanism established by the UN General Assembly in 1996, has granted $8.3 million to 175 initiatives in 96 countries since then. Demand continues to outstrip supply. UNIFEM has received up to $17.5 million in requests, with only about $1 million to give out each year. "For every project funded, there are at least 10 turned away,” Ms. Heyzer said. “Our biggest obstacle is not a lack of ideas. It is a lack of resources."

UN seeks $1.8 million to feed Bolivians hit by drought

16 November - United Nations humanitarian agencies today announced an appeal for $1.8 million to bring emergency aid to 180,000 people in Bolivia's drought-stricken El Chaco region over the next seven months. A prolonged dry spell is severely threatening the food security, health and the nutritional status of children in the southeastern El Chaco region. The acute nature of this year's drought compounds the effects of previous problems in the region, posing the risk of a "major humanitarian crisis," the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said.

A recent assessment by UN agencies found that in some areas, 93 per cent of the maize crop - the population's main food source - has been lost. "Food availability is of major concern now and is expected to worsen until the next harvest in May 2005," OCHA warned.

With 85 per cent of affected families living mainly on rain-fed subsistence agriculture, the drought has undermined their ability to produce enough food to meet daily requirements. The drought has limited access to safe drinking water, forcing  people to risk the spread of disease by using the same source of water as their livestock.Families which have exhausted their food stocks are reducing their meals while heads of households are increasingly migrating in search of a means to mitigate the situation.

UN-backed measles immunization continues unabated in Nepal despite conflict

16 November - With measles killing 5,000 Nepalese children each year, an ambitious United Nationsbacked campaign to immunize nearly 10 million youngsters by early 2005 is continuing unabated, with additional assurance of cooperation from all parties to the current conflict in the Himalayan kingdom.When the campaign kicked off in September, the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) voiced concern over reports that a health facility had been destroyed, although it said it was confident that the campaign would not be jeopardized in the country where Maoist rebels are fighting the Government.

In its latest update, UNICEF said the campaign's first phase was completed successfully in all 35 districts of the eastern and central regions last month although there were some disruptions in the initial stages, with vaccine supplies being destroyed or looted. But now the supplies have been replenished.

"The measles campaign is sweeping from the east to the farthest regions in the west, from the Terai plains through the hills to the high mountain villages," the Fund said. "Supplies are being flown in by plane and helicopter and driven in by truck, car and motorbike."UNICEF, the UN World Health Organization (WHO), and their partners are working to inform families of how critical the vaccine is for all their children, not just babies or young children, and also to help get families to the vaccination posts. Measles vaccination is already part of the Nepalese Ministry of Health's routine immunization programme, but some 20 per cent of children have still not been immunized.

"Each year, measles attacks about 150,000 children in Nepal, of which some 5,000 will die," UNICEF Representative Suomi Sakai said. "This simple and cheap vaccine could have saved them."

__________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                    16 November 2004

Daily Press Briefing By The Office Of The Spokesman For The Secretary-General

And Spokesman For The General Assembly Presdient
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon,

**Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman:

“The Staff Council, in its Resolution adopted on 15 April of this year, brought to the attention of the Secretary-General allegations made against the Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services, Mr. Dileep Nair, regarding violations of Staff Regulations and Staff Rules with respect to appointment and promotion of staff in OIOS, as well as allegations of corrupt practices in that office, and other misconduct on the part of the Under-Secretary-General.  The Secretary-General requested the Under-Secretary-General for Management to undertake urgently an internal investigation of those allegations.”

“After a thorough review of the personnel-related allegations, the Under-Secretary-General for Management reported to the Secretary-General her findings and recommendations.  She found that no Staff Regulations or Staff Rules were violated in the appointment and promotion of staff in the OIOS, and that the relevant personnel procedures were followed.  With regard to the other allegations, the investigation found that they did not present credible information on which to follow-up and, therefore, recommended that no further action was necessary in the matter.

“The Secretary-General reviewed the report and accepted the findings and recommendations of the investigation.  He has so informed Mr. Nair and said that he had every confidence that the good work of the Office of Internal Oversight Services under his leadership will continue”. 

**Security Council -- Monday
The Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution Monday evening that places an arms embargo on Côte d’Ivoire for 13 months.

Council Resolution 1572 also lists other measures, including a travel ban and assets freeze placed on persons designated by a Security Council sanctions committee.  Those measures are to take effect on 15 December, unless the Council determines before then that the Ivorian parties have implemented their commitments to the Accra III peace agreement and are embarked towards the full implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement.  The Council voted on the resolution after it held an open briefing, followed by consultations, on the Middle East.

UN Special Coordinator Terje Roed-Larsen, in his last briefing to the Council before he becomes President of the InternationalPeaceAcademy, said Yasser Arafat’s passing “marks the end of an era”.  Now that he has gone, Roed-Larsen said, Israelis and Palestinians “must make even greater efforts to bring about the peaceful realization of the Palestinian right of self-determination”.  We have copies of his statement upstairs.

**Security Council
This morning, the Security Council voted unanimously to extend the mandate of the UN Mission in Timor-Leste for a final period of six months until 20 May 2005.

Then starting at 10:30 a.m., the Council held consultations on a resolution on the Sudan, to be adopted on Friday at the Security Council's meeting scheduled in Nairobi, Kenya.  Council members are leaving for Nairobi today.

**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the Sudan, Jan Pronk, also left for Nairobi to attend the Security Council meeting there.

Meanwhile, we continue to receive reports of insecurity in Darfur.  For example, five days ago, four women were reportedly raped while walking home on the outskirts of El-Geneina, according to the UN mission in the Sudan.  A gunfight ensued between police and the attackers.

**Iraq -- Rights
High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, is deeply concerned about the situation of civilians caught up in the ongoing fighting in Falluja. There have been a number of reports during the current confrontation alleging violations of the rules of war designed to protect civilians and combatants.  The High Commissioner is particularly worried over poor access by civilians still in Falluja to the delivery of humanitarian aid.  She is also concerned about the lack of information regarding the number of civilian casualties.

The High Commissioner considers that all violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law must be investigated and those responsible for breaches must be brought to justice, be they members of the Multinational Force or insurgents.  Arbour calls on parties in the fighting to take every possible precaution to protect civilians.

The World Food Programme is closely monitoring the situation of internally displaced persons and others affected by the events in Falluja.  If required, it will help Iraqi institutions provide food through the public distribution system.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The UN mission in Côte d’Ivoire reports that the situation in Abidjan and other major cities is calm today.  Commercial activities have resumed and life seems to be returning to its normal pace.  However, a high degree of uncertainty prevails on all sides.

The Mission also reports that hate messages have given way to calls for return to work and the exercise of restraint.  National radio and television have been airing peace messages significantly different in tone and content to the ones we have been hearing of lately.  An increased presence of UN peacekeepers in Abidjan has contributed greatly to reassuring the local population and ensuring the security of evacuees, in particular, the mission reports.

Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency reports that Ivorian refugees arriving in Liberia say that more people are on the way.  Ivorians are arriving in Liberia through at least 12 entry points along a 45-kilometre stretch of relatively remote frontier, often crossing the border river in small canoes.  The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says that electricity and water has not been fully restored in rebel-controlled areas.

**Lebanon
The office of Staffan de Mistura, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, expressed its serious concern at reports that two Katyusha rockets were fired on Monday evening from inside Lebanese territory, and were apparently directed across the Blue Line, into Israel.

So far this year, there have been at least six incidents of the firing of rockets from within Lebanese territory, apparently directed across the Blue Line.

De Mistura’s office strongly called on the Lebanese government to redouble its efforts to ensure that such dangerous violations cease immediately.  And we have copies of his statement upstairs.

**Afghanistan
The families and friends of the three UN staff members abducted in Afghanistan today issued a statement, expressing their hopes that Annetta Flanigan, Angelito Nayan and Shqipe Hebibi will be restored to them.  They said that, in this sacred time of giving gifts, “the only gift we desire is their safe return”.

They added that, after 25 years of strife and uncertainty, some people in Afghanistan may do desperate things, but “the Afghan people are honorable”.  We have copies of their statement available upstairs.

**Ten Years Before World’s Civil Research Reactors Converted
Much progress has been made, but it’ll take the better part of a decade before all the world’s civil research reactors can be converted to run on fuel that poses lower proliferation concerns.  Among the biggest challenges is developing the types of uranium fuel that converted reactors require –- more than 60 civilian research reactors worldwide still run on weapons-grade high-enriched uranium fuels.

These are some of the key findings from a gathering of experts at a meeting organized by the International Atomic Energy Agency, and you can find more on it in a press release that we have upstairs.

**UNIFEM/Gender-Violence Grants
The United Nations Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence against Women is granting $900,000 to 17 groups in developing countries, who are addressing gender-based violence in conflict and post-conflict situations.  The grants are going to 20 countries, which include the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Sudan and Georgia.  Since its establishment in 1996, the Trust Fund has granted $8.3 million to 175 initiatives in 96 different countries –- and demand continues to outstrip supply.

In addition, the UN Development Fund for Women is hosting a special event in New York to commemorate the UN-designated “International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women”.  And we have more on the grants and tomorrow’s special event upstairs in a press release.

**International Day of Tolerance
Today is the International Day of Tolerance.  The Secretary-General marked it by saying that the global landscape continues to be scarred by fanaticism, exploitation of ignorance, and fear of the “other”.  He also noted that in today’s interdependent world, societies are increasingly multicultural, and more and more people are the product of several cultures.

He added that tolerance doesn’t mean simply “putting up with” others.  On the contrary, it means being actively committed to human rights and fundamental freedoms.  And we have the full text of that message available upstairs.

**International Year of Microcredit
On Thursday, the United Nations will launch the international Year of Microcredit 2005.  The Year’s goal is to help poor and low-income households gain greater access to financial services.

The opening ceremony will take place from 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. in Conference Room 2.  And it’ll be broadcast on UN Television as well as on the webcast.  Tomorrow, as the guests at the Noon Briefing, we’ll be joined by Mark Mallock Brown, the United Nations Development Programme Administrator, and José Antonio Ocampo, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs.  And they’ll tell you more about the launch events and the Year in general.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
Finally, a press conference at 11 tomorrow in this room, the Canadian Mission will be sponsoring a press conference by the Nuclear Threat Initiative, Health Canada and the World Health Organization.  Speakers will include Ted Turner and the former U.S. Senator Sam Nunn, who are the co-chairmen of the Nuclear Threat Initiative, and Canadian Health Minister Ujjal Dosanjh, among others.  They will talk about the Global Health Intelligence Network II –- an internet-based “early warning” system that will gather and disseminate preliminary reports of public health threats on a “real time”, 24/7 basis.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  On the Falluja statement by the High Commissioner, is that in response to, in any way, to the reports yesterday of the video footage of the American marine shooting of a wounded Iraqi?

Spokesman:  I have no more details than what I gave you.  We can give you the spokesman for the High Commissioner, if you’d like to put that question to that person.  Mohammad?

Question:  Fred, two questions:  Do you have any estimation of civilian casualties in Falluja?  This is my first question.  And, do you have any meeting of the Secretary-General in Washington?

Spokesman:  We would have no casualty figures, because we’d have no basis for gathering that information in Iraq.  Is the Secretary-General going to Washington?  Is that your question?

Question:  Yes.

Spokesman:  I am not aware of any planned visit to Washington that the Secretary-General has on his programme at this time.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, the latest info on oil-for-food, is there a supposed exchange of letters or communication between UN lawyers and Paul Volcker’s…?

Spokesman:  Yes, I am glad you asked.  I did get a call from Mr. Volcker this morning, informing us, in the event that you asked, that he will be sending a letter today to U.S. Senators Norm Coleman and Carl Levin explaining his position on the Senators’ request to the Secretary-General for documentation and witnesses and other matters in relation to the oil-for-food inquiry.  That same letter will go to the Secretary-General as well.

And he’s said that once they have confirmed receipt of those three letters, he will make copies available to the press.  Yes?

Question:  Did Mr. Volcker in any way characterize the content that you can tell us?

Spokesman:  You’ll have to read the letter today.

Question:  One other question, Fred.  Pardon me, I may have missed something you spoke earlier.  In the past couple of days we’ve heard information about the “hate radio” and “hate messages” in the Ivory Coast.  And I know that Mr. Mendez yesterday had made some comments about that.  Is the UN doing anything that you’re aware of to address this issue?

Spokesman:  You did miss my report on Cote d’Ivoire, where the good news today is that those messages of hate have been replaced by peace messages, we’re happy to report.  And you can get the details from me later, if you like.   

Question:  I’m sorry, Fred, for being late.

Spokesman:  Nick?

Question:  On your first item on Dileep Nair, is there any chance that the response will be made public? Can we have that report?

Spokesman:  No.  That was an internal report by Catherine Bertini, the Under-Secretary-General for Management, to the Secretary-General.  The results of the inquiry are being reported to the members of the Staff Council leadership.  In fact, that was taking place just before I came down here.  So, they’re briefed in a little bit more details than what I have given you in this statement.  But the report itself will not be made public.

Djibril, do you want to come up and talk about the General Assembly?

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon,

Today marks the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.  This convention, often referred to as the “constitution of the Sea”, is based on the all important idea that the problems of the oceans are closely interrelated and must be addressed as a whole.

The General Assembly is taking up today the subject of “Oceans and the Law of the Sea” under agenda item 49.  During today’s meeting the General Assembly will discuss the report of the Secretary-General and the Report of the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea, as well as sustainable fisheries.  There is a list of 38 speakers, among which is the Prime Minister of Norway, His Excellency the Honourable Kjell Magne Bondevik, President of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, Mr. Dolliver Nelson, and Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority, Mr. Satya Nandan.

The morning formal session will be adjourned at 12:45 to start immediately an informal session where the General Assembly will hear statements by Ms. Karen Sack, representative of Greenpeace, and Ms. Lisa Speer, representative of the Natural Resources Defense Council.

You may recall that the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea entered into force on 16 November, one year after the deposit of the sixtieth instrument of ratification or accession.  One hundred forty-four States and one entity -- the European Community -- had ratified the Convention, as of 1 April 2004.

Last year’s session of the General Assembly, the fifty-eighth session, requested the Secretary-General to prepare a report on the duties and obligations of flag states, including the potential consequences for non-compliance.  The Assembly also requested the Secretary-General to prepare an addendum to his annual report on the specific item of the threats and risks to vulnerable marine ecosystems and biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction, as well as details on any conservation and management measures to address these issues.

On the work of the committees, I’ll start with the Second Committee, dealing with economic and financial issues.  That Committee approved this afternoon a draft resolution that would call for strong national strategies for disaster prevention and management, as well as resource sharing to gain insight into the causes of such catastrophes worldwide.

By other terms of the draft on the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, approved without a vote, the General Assembly would encourage the international community to contribute to the Strategy’s Trust Fund and provide adequate financial, scientific, technical, human and other assistance to support the Inter-Agency Task Force for Disaster Reduction and its secretariat.

Further by the text, the Assembly would stress the importance of identifying, assessing and managing the risk of disasters before they occurred, and strengthening national abilities to cope with them by sharing experiences and transferring technical knowledge, as well as through improved access to relevant data and information, and stronger institutional arrangements.  The resolution would call on governments to set up national platforms for disaster reduction or strengthen already existing ones, and urge the United Nations to support those mechanisms.

Next Committee is the Third Committee, dealing with social, humanitarian and cultural.  That Committee has entered its first week of meetings devoted wholly to taking action on the wide range of draft resolutions before it.

It is looking at resolutions today relating to social development and regarding human rights in such areas as the situation of human rights in Myanmar, the question of enforced or involuntary disappearance, and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism.

Yesterday the Third Committee heard the introductions of draft resolutions on racial discrimination, the right to self-determination and missing persons. Introducing a text on the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination –- and again let me remind you of the document number for that item; it is document A/C.3/59/L.69 -- the representative of Belgium said that the Convention played an essential role in combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and intolerance.  The draft emphasized the need for the universal ratification of this instrument and the importance of the universal implementation of provisions laid down in the Convention.  The text also recalled the obligations of States parties under the Convention, particularly regarding reporting obligations.

We will not have briefings on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday this week.  And if you would like to contact us on any questions and follow up issues, you know where we are upstairs.  Let me remind you of our phone numbers again:  917-367-0292 and the cell phone number is 646-287-5394.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Yes.  Anything on the issue of cloning coming up in the GA any time soon?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Yes.  It is our understanding that the issue of cloning will be coming up on Friday, the 19th.

Question:  And what’s the topic of it?  What’s the focus of that meeting?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Well, as you know there have been two parties that have been negotiating.  And, therefore, our understanding is that they will come to some sort of closure on the issue by Friday, 19 November.

Any other questions?  If not, thank you.
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