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October 16, 2002 

India rejects UN report

      New Delhi, Oct 16 India Wednesday rejected a UN agency's report terming the aerosol layer observed over

      the Indian ocean as 'Asian Brown Cloud', as an exaggerated ecological hazard, saying there was a "hidden

      agenda" behind the report to possibly divert attention from carbon dioxide emissions in the developed

      countries. 

      Announcing the constituion of an expert committee to examine the United Nation Environment Programme

      (UNEP) report, IMD officials also inidicated a possible role of "oil and gas lobby" behind the development as

      the report projected carbon soot as the main culprit for the observed layer. 

      In a bid to strengthen the science and technological capacity building to understand and predict climate

      change and counter such "misleading" interpretation of data, a Centre for Excellence for tropical Asian

      countries was likely to be proposed in the country at the 'International Conference of S and T Capacity

      Building on Climate Change' which begins on October 20 here, IMD and Department of Science and

      Technolgy (DST) officials told reporters here. "In 1999, the layer that was seen over the Indian ocean was

      called aerosol layer, then it became haze and of late the UNEP report termed it as cloud," Additional Direcor

      General of the IMD S K Srivastava said. 

      "Names have been changed for advantage. Besides, what was observed was during one-year study in Male.

      Will the layer continue. There is no scientific explanation for that," Srivastava said adding many countries

      have not signed the Kyoto Protocol that necessitate curtailing of carbon dioxide emissions. 

      The aim appreared to give the message that soot is most damaging while carbon dioxide is not. Developing

      countries invested billions of dollars in technologies to replace chloroflourocarbons (CFCs) with other gases,

      as necessitated by the Montreal Protocol, he said adding it was now found that these alternatives were also

      ozone depleting. 

      Billions of dollars would again be needed to further change the technology, he said. 

      The observations on aerosol layer were made during a study called INDOEX in the winter and spring of 1999

      by Indian and foreign scientists. The experiments found carbon aerosols in the lower atmosphere originating

      from biomass burning. The results were extrapolated to adjacent oceanic areas. 

      Srivastava said that the UNEP report extrapolated the observations to land area and other seasons which

      was "scientifically incorrect". 

      Emphsasising on the S and T capacity building, Department of Science and Technology (DST) official

      Amitabha Pandey said that DST had constituted an expert committee under the chairmanship of IMD Director

      General R R Kelkar and involving members from many scientific institutions like National Physical Laboratory,

      Indian Institute of Science, ICMR and IARI to examine the UNEP report. 

      The committee would make in depth study of so-called Asian Brown cloud and bring out its report in three

      months, Pandey said. 

      When asked about reports that ozone hole was shrinking, Srivastava said "our observations have shown that

      ozone hole area varies and it is premature to reach any conclusion." 

___________________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

October 16, 2002, 

U.N. launches probe into depleted uranium used by NATO in Bosnia 

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), together with Bosnian government, would soon launch a

      probe into possible pollution by the depleted uranium used by NATO here during the country's 1992-1995

      war, the U.N. confirmed here Wednesday. 

      The probe is designed to assess the environmental impact of use of depleted uranium in munitions. The

      project has been funded with 300,000 dollars according to UNEP experts, should 

      Project head Pekka Haavisto said 17 UNEP experts would analyze short-term and long-term effects of the

      depleted uranium to the environment. 

      Water, soil and bio-mass samples are to be taken from seven different locations in Bosnia, in order to find

      any toxic or radioactive traces that could be of danger for human lives and the environment in general. 

      Initial results of the probe were expected in March, 2003. 

      Several years ago cases of what has become known as Balkan syndrome began to be recorded. 

      Italian and Belgian soldiers serving with NATO troops in Bosnia- Herzegovina and Kosovo died from leukemia, believed in some quarters to be caused by depleted uranium used in NATO ammunition during its strikes against Serb troops in the region. 

      Italian, Portuguese and German military experts have already investigated the case and tested samples

      taken in Bosnia and Kosovo, but no definitive link between depleted uranium and cancer was discovered.
___________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Ottawa yet to calm energy industry over Kyoto

  CALGARY, Alberta - Canadian oil, power and pipeline groups gained little confidence their businesses would not be harmed by the Kyoto accord on global warming at a meeting this week with Ottawa's point man for their concerns, an industry official said. 

  George Anderson, deputy to Natural Resources Minster Herb Dhaliwal, met with so-called large emitters of greenhouse gases to explain  the government's latest thinking on how they might cut emissions, while moderating the financial impact. 

  "We continue to have a huge number of questions about this and concern about the time lines we're on," said Pierre Alvarez, president of the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers, the oil industry's main lobby group. 

  "But this is the second or third time he's been through and I think they are making an effort to understand the concerns." 

  The mostly western Canadian-based industrial interests have sharply criticized Prime Minister Jean Chretien's plans to put ratification of  Kyoto to a vote in Parliament this year, saying meeting commitments will hurt their ability to compete and will send investment dollars to countries not bound by the accord. 

  Alvarez declined to give specifics about what was discussed at the meeting in Calgary. 

  But he said Anderson did not reveal Ottawa's overall plan for how Canada will cut emissions of carbon dioxide and other gases blamed for  global warming, only general policy items related to large emitters. 

  Chretien has promised an action plan, complete with cost estimates, will be ready when federal and provincial ministers meet in Halifax,  Nova Scotia, on Oct. 21. 

  Under Kyoto, Canada must cut greenhouse gas emissions to 6 percent below 1990 levels by 2012. The top buyer of its energy exports, the  United States, has walked away from the international treaty, first signed in 1997. 

  It appears Canada will not be able to meet Kyoto commitments solely through domestic emission cuts, meaning large emitters would likely  have to buy credits from elsewhere in a trading scheme, Alvarez said. 

  "That is a huge issue because we're price takers and have no capacity to flow through costs, and we're operating in a world market," he  said. 

  On Friday, Ottawa detailed four possibilities on the costs of implementing Kyoto, the most severe being a loss of 240,000 jobs and C$21  billion ($13 billion) in lost economic output. 

  It said the most likely scenario, with governments financing costs by cutting spending in other areas, was a loss of 60,000 jobs and C$5  billion of lost gross domestic product by 2010. 

  Environment Minister David Anderson said the estimates did not factor in job and other economic benefits from moving to cleaner energy  and more efficient use. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist

12 October 2002
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Climate modellers overlook
crucial factor in warming

DANNY PENMAN

GLOBAL warming predictions
could be wildly inaccurate because
climate models fail to take
changes in land use into account.

Turning more land over to
farming, introducing irrigation
and reforestation could have a
greater effect on global warming
than changes in industrial carbon
dioxide emissions, says Roger
Pielke, an atmospheric scientist at
Colorado State University.

Pielke’s team reached their
conclusion after modifying a
standard climate change model to

take account of changes in land
use since the beginning of the 18th
century. Among the factors they
included were estimated changes
inforest sizes, areas of farmland
and irrigated land.

When they ran the modified
model, they found that these
changes had a significant
influence on the climate over the
past 300 years. They raised
midwinter temperatures in
western Europe by about 3 °C, and
speeded up the rapid jet streams
high above the Atlantic and Pacific
by about 6 metres per second.

The model shows forests help

“Some forests could promote warming

to cool the atmosphere as water
evaporating from leaves absorbs
heat. Turning forest into farmland
removes this cooling effect,
although irrigation made the
temperature rise less severe.
Climate experts will need to
rethink how they model climate

change, says Pielke. “The hum;

influence on climate is more
complex and diverse than we have
appreciated. We are going to have
to start thinking more
holistically,” he says.

Pielke also found that certain
proposals in the Kyoto Protocol to
reduce global warming could
actually have the opposite effect.
For example, planting forests to
absorb carbon dioxide can
actually lead to warming if they
are planted where snow falls,
because the land will then reflect
less sunlight.

Richard Betts, a climate expert
atthe Hadley Centre for Climate
Prediction and Research in
Bracknell, Berkshire, says Pielke’s
findings should be taken
seriously. “This work suggests that
there are shortcomings in the
protocol that have to be
addressed,” he says.

-_—




___________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Looming Water Crisis Threatens Food Supplies 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 16, 2002 (ENS) - Water scarcity could leave millions of people without access to clean water or adequate food, warns a new report released in conjunction with World Food Day 2002. The study by two international agricultural research centers calls for changes in water policies and investments to avert environmental damage, health risks and threats to the global food supply. 

Droughts and poor water use policies can leave communities without enough water to irrigate crops or supply livestock. (Photo © WFP/Wagdi Othman)

Using computer modeling, the report by the International Food  Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and the International Water Management Institute (IWMI) projects that by 2025, water scarcity  will cause annual global losses of 350 million metric tons of food production - slightly more than the entire current U.S. grain crop. 

"Unless we change policies and priorities, in 20 years, there won't be enough water for cities, households, the environment, or growing food," cautioned Dr.  Mark Rosegrant, lead author of the report and senior research fellow at IFPRI. "Water is not like oil. There is no substitute. If we continue to take it for granted, much of the earth is going to run short of water or food - or both." 

Due in part to rapid population growth and urbanization in developing countries, water use for households, industry, and agriculture will increase by at least 50 percent in the next 20 years, says the report, titled "Global Water Outlook to 2025: Averting an Impending Crisis." Increased competition for water will limit the availability of water for irrigation, which in turn will constrain the world's production of food. 

Water will become more scarce as the world's population grows, the report warns. (Photo                                                courtesy World Health Organization)

Declines in food supplies could cause prices to skyrocket, the report predicts, and higher prices will lead to                                                increased rates of malnutrition, since many poor people in developing countries already spend more than                                             half their income on food. 

"For hundreds of millions of poor farmers in developing countries, a lack of access to water for growing food is                                                the most important constraint they face," said Frank Rijsberman, director general of IWMI. "If countries                                                continue to underinvest in building strong institutions and policies to support water governance and approaches to give better access to water to poor communities, growth rates for crop yields will fall worldwide in the next 25 years, primarily because of water scarcity." 

According to the report, it would take only a moderate worsening in global water policy to bring about a genuine ater crisis. If governments continue to cut spending on crop research, technology, and infrastructure, while failing to implement institutional and management reforms, global grain production will drop by 10 percent over business as usual levels, equivalent to losing the entire annual grain crop of India. 

Food aid, like the rations of corn and beans provided to Hondurans suffering from drought in 2001, is only                a temporary solution to the problems  caused by water shortages. (Photo © WFP/Roberto Koltun)

Lack of adequate investment and poorly planned systems will hamper progress in providing water and sanitation services for hundreds of millions of people. 

"Currently, more than one billion people around the world do not have access to a safe water supply,  and adequate sanitation is even less available," noted Dr. Joachim von Braun, director general of IFPRI. 

"Lack of clean water and sanitation is a major cause of disease and child mortality," von Braun continued. "While world leaders recently agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development to cut in half the number of            people without access to clean water by 2015, this goal will not become a reality unless governments redirect their water policies to meet the needs of poor people." 

Adopting more sustainable agricultural practices could help to reduce food shortages around the                                                      globe. (Photo © WFP/Peter Smerdon)

Fundamental changes in water policies and investment priorities could achieve substantial benefits and                                              sustainable use of water, the report argues. For example, the report recommends pricing water to reflect its cost and value. 

"Although water subsidies are commonplace in developing countries, they tend to benefit relatively wealthy people,"explained Dr. Peter Hazell, director of Environment and Production Technology at IFPRI. "Making affluent people pay for water would encourage them to conserve. It would also free up financial resources to provide clean, safe water to poor people." 

The report also recommends increased investment in crop research, technological improvements and rural infrastructure to boost water productivity and crops yields from rain fed farming, which the report estimates                      will account for one half the increase in food production between 1995 and 2025. 

Many poor people, like this woman in the Tangalla  area of Sri Lanka, must carry their drinking water from distant sources. (Photo by G. Bizzarri, courtesy FAO)

"We need to invest in water conservation,  for example, using innovative low cost, small scale irrigation technologies - such as a five dollar bucket and drip kit or manually operated treadle pumps - that allow                      smallholder farmers to irrigate crops using less water, and deliver water to crops when it is needed," said Rijsberman. 

"A number of useful new small scale technologies and community level water management innovations have emerged in  recent years," Rijsberman added. "Governments must learn from these practices in order to implement practical solutions for using less water in agriculture. Without conservation, aquifers, lakes and wetlands will be further depleted." 

But the report also notes that it is not too late to make the changes that could avert future water and food shortages. A shift to more sustainable water use could expand river flows and boost the water available for irrigation and other  human uses, the report notes. 

Water pumps for irrigation and agriculture, like this one in India, are depleting aquifers and reducing                              river flows throughout the region. (Photo by G. Bizzarri, courtesy FAO)

"A crisis is not inevitable,"  said Rosegrant. "The world can both consume less water, and reap greater benefits. To achieve sustainable water use,we must act now. The required strategies take not only money and political will, but time as well." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ENS

850 Million Still Hungry on World Food Day 2002 

                      ROME, Italy, October 16, 2002 (ENS) - Progress in reducing world hunger has virtually stopped, and mountain sources of fresh water essential to food production are melting away due to global warming, the United Nations  warned today in reports released to mark World Food Day 2002. Each year on the anniversary of its founding, October 16, 1945, the UN Food and   Agriculture Organization draws attention to the problem of hunger and malnutrition in the world. 

A ceremony at Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Headquarters in Rome today featured remarks by President Hugo Chávez of Venezuela, a message from Pope John Paul II, and speeches by Italy's Minister of                Agricultural and Forestry Policies Gianni Alemanno and FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf. 

                                       FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf (Photo courtesy FAO)

              Agriculture is responsible for about 70 percent of all the fresh water withdrawn from aquifers, river,                                   streams and lakes, said Diouf. "A new water policy is needed, with priority to solutions that avoid waste,"                                     he said. "The production chain must produce more with less water, and small farmers need to play a part.                                       They must therefore be trained and actively involved." 

Food fairs, field visits, exhibitions, concerts, ceremonies, seminars and radio and television broadcasts are underway in more than 100 countries to underline the essential role of water in food production for a world population expected to reach eight billion by 2030. 

Celebrities in the FAO Ambassadors Programme and FAO's Telefood campaign will spread the World Food Day 2002 message, "The world can find enough water to produce the food needed for future generations, if we                     manage water wisely, now." 

"We must stop hunger in the world. We can if we want to and we must," said singer Miriam Makeba. Together with Nobel Prize winner in medicine Rita Levi  Montalcini, actresses Gong Li and Gina Lollobrigida, and singers Dee Dee Bridgewater and Youssou N'Dour, she has been appointed as an FAO Ambassador. 

Chronic hunger affects nearly 850 million people worldwide, but progress in  reducing malnourishment has all but stopped, the FAO says in its annual report on global hunger published Tuesday. 

School feeding projects supplied by the UN World Food  Programme have increased attendance rates to 90 percent in North Korean primary schools. (Photo by Mike Huggins courtesy WFP)

According to “The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2002,” between 1998 and 2000, an estimated 840 million people were found to be undernourished. 

Faced with the slowdown in hunger reduction, the FAO is calling for a $24 billion increase in public investment in poor countries to realize the 1996 Summit goals, proposing that the financing be provided equally by industrialized and developing countries. 

Between the period 1990-1992 and 1998-2000, the number of hungry people decreased by barely 2.5 million a year, signalling a drastic slowdown compared to previous developments, the FAO reports. 

Six Southern African countries are at great risk of hunger this year. The number of hungry people is currently estimated at 10 million. This figure will increase during the period December to March 2003 to 14.4 million, according to the latest vulnerability assessment from the Southern African Development Community. At least six million more people in the Horn of Africa are facing immediate famine due to drought. 

“If trends are not sharply reversed, the world will be very far from reaching the 1996 World Food Summit goal” of halving the number of hungry people in the world by 2015, said Charles Riemenschneider, FAO director for North America. 

Ethiopian father Sani Yuya and his two year old son, Ahmed, are malnourished in a traditionally food                                          producing area. (Photo by Wagdi Othman courtesy WFP)

FAO reports a high mortality rate among children under five, and short life expectancy for young people. “In the worst affected countries, a newborn child can look forward  to an average of barely 38 years of healthy                                           life, compared to over 70 years of life in the 24 wealthy nations,” the assessment says. 

With 70 percent of the world’s hungry living in rural areas, combining investment in agriculture and rural development with measures to enhance direct and immediate access to food for the most seriously                   undernourished, "is not only a moral obligation, it is a good investment that will have solid economic returns for both the poor and rich,” Riemenschneider said. 

One of every two people drinks water that originates in mountains, but the essential supply of freshwater is threatened by the increasing degradation of mountain ecosystems, the FAO warned in a study published Monday. The magnitude of the threat is behind the UN declaration of 2002 as the International Year of Mountains. 

The agency said that "because of the effects of global warming, many mountain glaciers are melting at unprecedented rates." 

Other human activities, such as exploitative mining and unsustainable forestry and agricultural practices, are also taking a toll on mountain freshwater supplies. 

Runoff from the Quelcaya Ice Cap, for example, has been the traditional water source for residents of Lima, Peru. Over the past decade, melting of the ice cap has increased from three to 30 metres a year, putting freshwater at risk for 10 million people, the FAO said. 

Berner Oberland, Switzerland  (Photo by Ian Britton courtesy Freefoto)

In the European Alps  and the Caucasus Mountains, glaciers have shrunk to half their  size, while in Africa an

ice cap on Mount Kenya  has shrunk by 40 percent since 1963. 

If current trends continue, said the FAO "by the end of this century many of the world's mountain glaciers, including all those in Glacier National Park in the United States, will have vanished entirely." 

"Mountains are a barometer of global climate change," says Douglas McGuire, head of the International Year of Mountains coordination unit at FAO. "These fragile ecosystems are highly sensitive to changes in  temperature and because they are found on every continent, many climatologists believe they are an early indication of what may come to pass around the world." 

Nongovernmental organizations met today at FAO Headquarters to discuss the problem of water scarcity in food production. This meeting is sponsored by FAO and the Italian Association of NGOs. 

Greenpeace’s campaign against the use of genetically modified organisms (GMO) in Southeast Asia succeeded with five food manufacturers and retailers in Thailand who adopted policies that prohibit the use of genetically                      modified materials in their food products. The new True Food Shopping Guide released today by Greenpeace reflects the new policy of CP Interfood, Interproduce Food, Nissin Foods of Thailand, Friendship and Winner Group Enterprise. 

Varoonvarn Svangsopakul, genetic engineering campaigner of Greenpeace Southeast Asia" said, "It's a very good sign that more and more companies  are avoiding the use of genetically modified raw materials and ingredients in                      their products. Consumers hold a significant power to make the changes they desire especially when it comes to the food they eat." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Smoke haze causes Singapore to issue health warning

  SINGAPORE - Singapore advised residents with heart and respiratory ailments this week to reduce hard physical activity and stay indoors  as the thickest haze of the year blanketed the island state. 

  The government warning came after Singapore's Pollutant Standard Index (PSI) recorded a year-high of 92 as smoke blew in from forest fires in neighbouring Indonesia. 

  A reading on the index above 100 is classified as unhealthy and would prompt the government to extend the warning to the general population. 

  Each year, uncontrolled slash-and-burn practices by farmers, plantation owners and loggers on the Indonesian islands sends billows of  smoke to Singapore, Malaysia and southern Thailand. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Haze clouds Malaysia as Indonesia's Sumatra burns

  KUALA LUMPUR - Thick haze from forest fires in neighbouring Indonesia returned to Peninsular Malaysia this week and may linger for a   while due to low rainfall, a government official said yesterday. 

  Visibility in parts of Kuala Lumpur and other areas in central and southern Peninsular Malaysia has fallen to five km (three miles), 50  percent below normal, as winds blew in smoke from the island of Sumatra across the Straits of Malacca. 

  "We expect to see some rains, but I don't think it's going to be heavy," said the official from the meteorology office. 

  "Winds have blown the haze from Sumatra to Peninsular Malaysia. We learned there were 22 hot spots in Sumatra and another 30 in Kalimantan as of yesterday," he added. 

  Smoke from forest fires in Sumatra and Kalimantan, the Indonesian part of Borneo island, have frequently drifted to Malaysia and  Singapore since early this year 

  This week, Singapore advised residents with heart and respiratory ailments to reduce hard physical activity and stay indoors as the thickest haze of the year blanketed the island state. 

  Malaysia has asked Indonesia to take tougher measures to contain fires blamed on land clearing and slash-and-burn farmers. It also plans  to send a team to Kalimantan to help study the cause of forest fires there. 

  Indonesia's Environment Minister Nabiel Makarim said earlier this month his country would try to do a better job of fire prevention, adding  that tougher law enforcement had reduced cases of open burning in Sumatra. 

  Earlier this year, Malaysia banned open burning, even barbecues, with exceptions made for cremations and destroying animal carcasses,  following a spate of forest and scrub fires around the country and in Indonesia. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Hopes rise for mountain gorillas

 17 October 2002                                                    

Mountain gorilla country: The Virunga volcanoes at dawn
 By Alex Kirby 

BBC News Online environment correspondent 

A century after their first sighting by Europeans, central Africa's mountain gorillas are slowly increasing. 

Despite fears that they faced imminent extinction, the  gorillas' numbers have risen by nearly 9% in 13 years. 

Conservationists say a vital way to protect them is by attracting more tourists. 

They believe the gorillas can help to rebuild the economies of the war-shattered countries  where they live. 

It was on 17 October 1902 that the species was first sighted by a non-African, when a German explorer,               Oscar von Beringei, came across one. 

               Cross-border population 

Two animals were subsequently shot and sent to Europe for identification. The gorillas' scientific name is Gorilla               beringei beringei. 

Today half of the animals live in Uganda's Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. The rest are split between Mgahinga National Park, also in Uganda, the Volcano National Park in Rwanda, and the Virunga National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

In 1989, there were 620 individuals - today there are thought to be about 674, the increase having occurred among the gorillas living outside Bwindi. 

Threats to the apes include hunting, capture for the illegal pet trade, and especially habitat loss. 

Three conservation groups formed a coalition to save the species, the International Gorilla Conservation               Programme (IGCP). The groups are WWF, the African Wildlife Foundation (AWF), and Fauna and Flora               International (FFI). 

The IGCP director, Dr Annette Lanjouw, said: "International and national efforts to  protect this species          have pulled the mountain gorilla back from the brink of extinction. 

"However, if we want to ensure that they survive another hundred years, we must ensure that we lift the pressures that still threaten their forest home." 

The IGCP says eco-tourism is a notable success, with more than 10,000 tourists visiting the gorillas in some years. 

               Apes' or humans' needs 

There are risks, not least that the visitors may infect the animals with diseases that can prove fatal. 

The countries where the mountain gorillas live have been wracked by war and are among the poorest in the world. 

But the IGCP says: "The income from tourism to gorillas has probably been the single most important            factor in ensuring... that the parks have continued to be  supported and conservation activities continued over the               decades. 

"The income from gorilla tourism is one of the main sources of foreign revenue for the three host countries." 

Dr Lanjouw told BBC News Online: "This is a very modest increase in the gorillas' numbers, and we'd have expected a much higher one if they faced no threats. 

               Scared off 

"But the population is okay - even with this  slow increase the gorillas are viable. 

"For the future, I'm holding my breath. The humanitarian situation in the DRC is quite desperate. 

"There are encouraging signs of a willingness to talk by the big players in the war, but we have still to see that translated into action. 

"The war is exacerbating habitat loss and the other risks the gorillas face. Tourism is thriving in both Uganda and Rwanda - but no-one's  going to see the DRC gorillas." 

____________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

October 17, 2002

Africa's toxic clean-up programme gets funding support 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Global Environment Facility (GEF) has endorsed the Africa Stockpiles Programme (ASP) that is designed to clean up and safely dispose of more than 50,000 tonnes of pesticide waste stockpiled across the continent. At a meeting this week in Beijing, China, the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) disclosed that GEF has endorsed phase one of the programme, pledging some 25 million US dollars. WWF said the tranche was granted with the understanding that 35 million dollars in co-financing would be contributed by government aid agencies, the private sector and other donors, and that participating countries would ratify the global Stockholm persistent organic pollutants (POPs) convention. "The GEF commitment of 25 million dollars in start-up funding provides a strong foundation for ensuring additional co-financing needed to enable the programme to be operational in 2003," WWF Toxics Programme director Clifton Curtis remarked at the meeting. 

Initiated by WWF and Pesticide Action Network in late 2000, the ASP is a multi-stakeholder initiative that holds great promise for tackling pesticide contamination throughout Africa.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023933&dte=16/10/2002
Namibia Seeks Support On Ivory

The Namibian (Windhoek): GOVERNMENT is lobbying for support to be allowed to sell its ivory annually, a senior official in the Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) said yesterday. Namibia's proposal, together with those of other countries in the region, will be tabled at the forthcoming conference of the United Nations Conventions on Endangered Species (Cites) which takes place in Santiago, Chile, from November 3 - 15. Dr Pauline Lindeque, MET's Director for Scientific Services, told The Namibian that her Ministry was lobbying foreign missions in Namibia as well as other Southern African Development Community (SADC) countries to support the ivory proposal. The MET has also produced a video on the elephant situation in Namibia, which will be shown on TV Africa this Sunday and subsequently on CNN and BBC. Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa and Zambia are also lobbying for ivory sales. It is estimated that Namibia has around 10 000 elephants and a stockpile of 40 tonnes of ivory.

India and Kenya are against the sale of ivory and want stricter measures banning it.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210160265.html
Don't Allow GM Maize in Absence of Policy - ZNFU

The Post (Lusaka): Consumption of Genetically Modified (GM) maize must not be allowed into the country until a policy and legislation are in place, Zambia National Farmers Union (ZNFU) acting president Ajay Vashee has said. And government will make its official stand known over the GM foods next week, finance minister Emmanuel Kasonde said yesterday. Disclosing the outcome of his union's Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) committee yesterday, Vashee who has bounced back to lead ZNFU after former president John Clayton was suspended last week, said the GMO policy and legislation should take care of all the stakeholders' concerns. "In view of the current food crisis and in the event that government decided to allow GM maize consumption, the GM maize already in the country must first be tested for all GMO varieties and types," Vashee said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210160640.html
Museveni Wants Schools to Plant Trees

New Vision (Kampala): President Yoweri Museveni wants all schools to start tree nurseries for environmental protection and also provide wood fuel. The president issued the directive in tree talk, a forestry newspaper to be published today. New Vision readers will find their copy in today's issue. "Please start your school nursery now. We expect every school to have a nursery. Make it a priority," Museveni wrote. The president said science and agriculture teachers should take charge of the tree growing. Tree talk will be sent to a total 15,000 Ugandan institutions and every school will receive a pack of tree seeds, a statement issued yesterday said. The first Tree Talk issue sent out six months ago with tree seed generated 6,000 new tree nurseries in schools.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210160574.html
Erosion of beaches worries Indian Ocean Commission 

Saint Denis, Reunion (PANA) - A team of researchers working for the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC), has launched a report on beach erosion in the region.  In the report, the researchers noted that "the phenomenon of beach erosion seems to be accelerating in the entire region," with "men's activities and natural phenomenon" to blame. The report was prepared as part of the Environment Regional Programme (PRE) designed by the Indian Ocean commission and financed by the European Union, in response to the recommendation by a regional workshop on coastline erosion in the region.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023959&dte=16/10/2002
______________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
Global Environment Facility to Convene in Beijing
The Global Environment Facility (GEF), a mechanism to provide grants and technical assistance for environmental projects, is to convene its second assembly in Beijing Wednesday.
…The three-day assembly will evaluate the operations of the GEF and what the world has achieved in environment and development issues since the fund was established in 1991, aiming to set new goals. 
Symposiums on the GEF and China's and the global environments and sustainable development, science and the world environment, and other topics will be held during the meeting.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200210/16/eng20021016_105140.shtml 

Smoke haze causes Singapore to issue health warning
Reuters, Oct 17, 2002 –  SINGAPORE - Singapore advised residents with heart and respiratory ailments this week to reduce hard physical activity and stay indoors as the thickest haze of the year blanketed the island state.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18201/story.htm 

Haze clouds Malaysia as Indonesia's Sumatra burns
Reuters, Oct 17, 2002 - KUALA LUMPUR - Thick haze from forest fires in neighbouring Indonesia returned to Peninsular Malaysia this week and may linger for a while due to low rainfall, a government official said yesterday.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18197/story.htm 

Manila says may delay implementing clean air act
MANILA - The Philippines plans to defer a provision in its Clean Air Act that could boost pump and transport prices and leave its fuel supply more vulnerable, a senior government official said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18193/story.htm 

____________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA(RONA)

16 October 2002
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Europe Pushes for Renewable Energy, NY Times, 16/10:  In an interview today, Mr. Romano Prodi, the president of the European Commission, described his view of Europe in a post-fossil-fuel era, when homes would generate the power they need from renewable sources like the wind and the sun, store it in hydrogen fuel cells and harness it as needed, replacing all the polluting energy sources in use today.  He said the union had set a goal of obtaining 22 percent of its electricity and 12 percent of all energy from renewable sources by 2010.  (See 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/16/business/worldbusiness/16ENER.html?ex=1035773666&ei=1&en=09adab3e71c19fb4)

In Israel and Lebanon, Talk of War Over Water, NY Times, 16/10:  Lebanon’s plans to pump water from the Wazzani Springs, a major source of Israel’s water, has set off a new round of tensions.  Israel contends that Lebanon must consult Israel before pumping any water, a premise that Lebanon rejects.  So heated has the water war of words become that the United States, eager to avert yet another Middle East conflict as it prepares for potential military action against Iraq, has stepped in. The Americans have dispatched a State Department water expert to assess the situation and cool tempers.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/16/international/middleeast/16LEBA.html?ex=1035792123&ei=1&en=80340fea49eead7d)

US NEWS

White House, EPA Clash on Lower Vehicle Emissions, Reuters, 15/10:  The US Environmental Protection Agency is again at odds with the White House on clean air policies, with the EPA proposing on Tuesday to approve a vehicle low emission program for Massachusetts that Justice Department (lawyers oppose for California.  The Massachusetts program incorporates the California vehicle low emission standards that the Bush administration said earlier this month infringed on the federal government's authority to set vehicle mileage requirements.  The White House sided with automakers DaimlerChrysler AG and General Motors Corp. in opposing the California standards. In contrast to the White House position, the EPA praised Massachusetts for adopting the California emission standards, saying it will help the state meet clean air requirements and may result in cleaner vehicles being put on the market.  (See

 http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20021015/pl_nm/environment_vehicles_dc_2
After Five-Year Campaign, Health of Bay Unchanged, Washington Post, 16/10:  The health of the Chesapeake Bay has remained virtually unchanged for the past five years, despite an extensive restoration effort and an unprecedented pact signed in 2000 by city, state and federal officials vowing to clean up the bay's polluted waters, according to a report issued yesterday.  This year, the bay's health rates a 27 out of a possible 100 -- the same score it received last year and the same as in 1998, the first year the report was issued. In intervening years, the score climbed to a mere 28.  None of those numbers gets anywhere near the clear water, abundant schools of fish and lush vegetation that explorer and colonist John Smith wrote about in the 1600s.  The bay's health is poor enough that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has threatened to take over the cleanup effort -- and set strict standards -- unless water quality improves by 2010.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A32344-2002Oct15.html)

CANADIAN NEWS

Ottawa Yet to Calm Energy Industry Over Kyoto, Reuters, 15/10:  Canadian oil, power and pipeline groups gained little confidence their businesses would not be harmed by the Kyoto accord on global warming at a meeting on Tuesday with Ottawa's point man for their concerns, an industry official said.  George Anderson, deputy to Natural Resources Minster Herb Dhaliwal, met with so-called large emitters of greenhouse gases to explain the government's latest thinking on how they might cut emissions, while moderating the financial impact.  The mostly western Canadian-based industrial interests have sharply criticized Prime Minister Jean Chretien's plans to put ratification of Kyoto to a vote in Parliament this year, saying meeting commitments will hurt their ability to compete and will send investment dollars to countries not bound by the accord.  (See 

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20021015/wl_canada_nm/canada_environment_kyoto_col_8)

No credit for early achievers in proposed emissions trading system, Canadian Press Agency, 15/10:  A proposed emissions-trading system under the Kyoto Protocol is stirring anger among Canadian industries that so far have been sympathetic to the climate treaty. The proposal would give no credit to companies that acted early to cut their greenhouse gas emissions.  The trading system would cap total emissions from large industrial emitters at 279 tonnes by 2010, a 15 per cent cut from the business-as-usual scenario.  The problem for critics is that 2010 would be used as the base year, rather than 1990, as had been expected.  A number of companies in sectors such as steel, forestry and mining have already made substantial cuts.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={828103DA-A09A-4465-9E68-A55E7E29B2ED})

The new climate change culprit, National Post, 16/10:  Last month, scientists at the University of Victoria announced that they had discovered a vast energy source off the coast of Vancouver Island in Canadian territorial waters. The source is known as methane hydrate: a solidified form of methane gas that can substitute for fuels such as petroleum.  The site may contain more than 3,000 times the amount of methane now present in our atmosphere. Methane is also many times more effective as a global warming gas than carbon dioxide.  There may be implications for Canada's climate policies and the Kyoto Protocol.  While it is a mistake to use such a discovery to downplay the impacts of human activity on climate, in view of this new evidence, it is equally wrong to continue arguing that we'll prevent climate changes just by modifying our own practices, according to the article.  (See  http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={99CC0B2F-8A05-445A-ADAD-3AFF6AFBFFD3})
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by Deputy Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council -- Procedure

           The Security Council open debate on Iraq began this morning with 67 speakers, including Council members who are scheduled to speak after all the non-members do.

           The debate is expected to last through tomorrow.

           Also, today, the Security Council Sanctions Committee on Liberia is scheduled to meet at 3 p.m.

           **Secretary-General Iraq Speech

           In his message delivered to the Security Council this morning, the Secretary-General said the Iraq crisis is

     one of the gravest and most serious facing the international community.  He called on the Council to face up to its responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security.

           “But this situation also presents the UN with an opportunity”, the Secretary-General said in the message

     which was delivered by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette, “If we handle this properly, we may actually strengthen international cooperation, the rule of law, and the United Nations -- enabling it to move forward in a purposeful way, not only in this immediate crisis but in the future as well”.

           As for Iraq’s responsibilities, the Secretary-General said Iraq has to fully comply with the Security Council’s resolutions.  Its decision to re-admit weapons inspectors was only a first step, he declared.

           He told Council members that the adoption of a new resolution which would strengthen the hand of the UN weapons inspectors would be appropriate.  “The new measures”, he said, “must be firm, effective, credible and reasonable”.

           In conclusion, he appealed for the members of the Security Council to remain united in their decision-making.

           “If you allow yourselves to be divided”, the Secretary-General told the Council, “the authority and credibility of this Organization will undoubtedly suffer.  But if you act in unison, you will have greater impact, and a better chance of achieving your objective, which must be a comprehensive solution that includes the suspension and eventual ending of the sanctions that are causing such hardship for the Iraqi people, as well as the timely implementation of other provisions of your resolutions”.

           The full copy of the speech is available upstairs.

           **Secretary-General on Iraq

           At a press encounter in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, today, the Secretary-General was asked about Iraq and said

     that the Security Council was reviewing the possibility of approving a new resolution that will strengthen the hand of the UN weapons inspectors.

           “If Iraq were to continue to defy”, he said, “the chief inspector will report back to the Council and the Council would decide what to do”.

           Pressed further on Iraq, the Secretary-General said that the question of whether there would be one resolution or two resolutions is being “hotly debated” and voiced his firm belief that, “at the end of the day when those discussions are over, the Council will come up with an optimal decision that will allow the inspectors to go back with a  strengthened hand and continue their work”.

           We have the transcript of his press encounter upstairs.

           **Secretary-General Visits Mongolia

           To give you a few more details about the Secretary-General’s visit to Mongolia, which began today and is his first visit to that country, the Secretary-General this afternoon met with Prime Minister Nambar Enkhbayar.

           The Prime Minister described the economic trials the country has faced since the democratic revolution of

     1989 and expressed his hope that the Secretary-General would attend the Third International Conference of New and Restored Democracies, which Mongolia will host in June of next year.

           The Secretary-General saluted the Prime Minister’s commitment to economic reform, development and human rights and said he would try and attend the conference.

           After holding a joint press conference with the Prime Minister, which I have just mentioned, the

     Secretary-General went to the Ikh Hural, or Parliament, where he addressed the assembly, saying, in a speech that is available upstairs, that the contributions of small States to international cooperation are crucially important.

           He called for a fundamental compact between small States and large, based on an acknowledgement of

     mutual interest and “adherence to the norms and standards of international law, without which we would be left with the raw politics of power”, he said.

           After addressing the assembly, the Secretary-General met with Mongolia’s President, Natsagiyn Bagabandi.

           The President stressed Mongolia’s commitment to meeting the Millennium Development Goals and pledged support for the Secretary-General’s efforts at UN reform.  He then offered a military base outside Ulaanbaatar for use as a regional peacekeeping training facility.  The Secretary-General thanked the President for the offer and said he would convey the message to the UN Peacekeeping Department.

           That evening, the Prime Minister hosted a dinner for the Secretary-General and his wife, Nane.

           **Nane Annan

           Nane Annan, by the way, had a programme of her own in Mongolia today.  She met rural and urban-based

     women leaders to discuss the situation of women in the country, and visited the National AIDS Foundation, which supports local organizations in their efforts to fight AIDS among vulnerable groups, notably sex workers, street children, mobile traders, the military and homosexuals.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           Carolyn McAskie, the UN’s Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, concluded her mission to the Democratic Republic of the Congo today.

           The mission spent the past three days in the eastern part of the country looking at the rapidly evolving

     humanitarian situation.

           She reports that recent fighting since the withdrawal of Rwandan troops has resulted in significant reductions in humanitarian access, most notably around Bukavu, Kindu and Uvira, where humanitarian organizations have had to suspend some activities or evacuate completely. 

           Ongoing tensions in the town of Kindu have increased the number of displaced people to 11,000.

           In Ituri, fighting between the Hema and the Lendu ethnic groups has displaced roughly 60,000 people in the past two months, bringing the total number of displaced in the Bunia area to around 500,000 people.

           Ms. McAskie will continue on to Burundi, where she will get a first-hand look at the humanitarian impact

     fighting in the DRC is having in that country.

           **Kosovo

           Today in Kosovo, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Michael Steiner, met with Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Pavle to discuss the importance of participation by Kosovo’s Serbs in the 26 October municipal elections.

           Steiner said he was encouraged by the discussions, during which he received support for his recent

     seven-point plan to normalize the situation in Mitrovica.  Patriarch Pavle also encouraged Kosovo Serbs to participate in the elections, saying he wanted a better future for the new generation in Kosovo.

           We have a press release from the UN Mission in Kosovo with more details.

           **Deputy Secretary-General

           Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette will leave Headquarters this evening, traveling to Beirut to attend the Ninth Summit of the Francophonie.

           She will address the opening session of the Summit on Friday, 18 October.  From Beirut, she will continue to  Kabul, where she will arrive on Sunday for a three-day visit.  Her programme in Afghanistan will focus on internal meetings with the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, but she will also meet with Government officials.

           The Deputy Secretary-General will be back in the office on 24 October.

           **Arab League Report

           Out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s latest report on the cooperation between the United Nations and the League of Arab States.

           The report notes the Arab League’s constructive role in facilitating the agreement by Iraq to return missing

     Kuwaiti archives.

           **World Food Day

           World Food Day is being marked by a major ceremony at the headquarters of the Food and Agriculture

     Organization in Rome.  The theme of this year’s observances is “Water: source of food security”. 

           Speaking during the ceremony, FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said with the world’s population expected to grow to 8 billion in the next 30 years, careful water management will be crucial to growing the food needed to lead healthy and productive lives.  He continued, “The combined vicious impact of poverty, rising demand for food and insufficient availability of water poses a serious challenge for world food security and universal access to clean water”.

           Diouf also announced the appointment of new FAO ambassadors, including singer Dionne Warwick and

     football (soccer) player Roberto Baggio of Italy.

           The Deputy Secretary-General will open an exhibit marking World Food Day this afternoon at 1 p.m. in the  First Basement outside the Vienna Cafe.  We have her remarks, embargoed until delivery and the Secretary-General’s message available upstairs.

           **Global Environment Facility

           The Assembly of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) is meeting in Beijing in its second session beginning today.  The Secretary-General, in his message to the Assembly delivered by Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, said that in the 10 years since its founding, the GEF has become one of the key institutions working to ensure that the fight against poverty stays in harmony with environmental protection.  He added that the recent replenishment of the fund with $2.9 billion over the next four years was both a vote of confidence and a statement of expectation to carry out the agreements reached at the Johannesburg Summit.

           Yesterday, the Chief Executive Officer of the GEF, Mohamed El-Ashry, announced that he would be stepping down when his term ends in July 2003.  He has been head of the Facility since its inception.

           We have a press release and the full text of the Secretary-General’s message available upstairs.

           **Press Conference

           At 11:15 a.m. tomorrow, Ambassador Jean-David Levitte of France will be holding a press conference in this room on the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  He will be joined by the recipient of the UNDP Poverty Eradication Award, Benson Venegas of Costa Rica’s Iniciativa Talamanca, and others.

           That’s all I have for you today. Any questions?  Okay, Richard? 

           Briefing by Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Spokesman for the General Assembly President:      Thank you.  Good afternoon.

           In a message for World Food Day today, General Assembly President Kavan said:  “World FoodDay gives us the opportunity to recall the fact that in this twenty-first century there are still nearly a billion people suffering from  hunger and malnutrition.  As human society considers fighting hunger, malnutrition and poverty as its most     fundamental challenge, eradication of extreme poverty and hunger was recognized as one of the main Millennium     Development Goals.  He goes on to say:  “We therefore have to implement the Millennium Development Goals and fight poverty not only for moral and humanitarian reasons but also as an integral part of the fight against terrorism and extreme intolerance of all kinds.  This must be part of our ongoing struggle for a stable, secure and more just world.  There is no option of doing less than our utmost.”

           The General Assembly plenary this morning discussed the agenda item: Elimination of unilateral

     extraterritorial coercive economic measures as a means of political and economic compulsion, and took a decision on draft resolution A/57/L.4, which was adopted.

           The Assembly also continued joint debate on the Report of the Security Council and the question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council.  Twenty-seven Member States are  inscribed to speak and this debate is expected to conclude this afternoon.

           The First Committee continues consideration of draft resolutions on disarmament and related international

     security items.

           The Second Committee starts a general debate on macroeconomic policy questions and the Third Committee continues discussion on the rights of children.

           The Fifth Committee discusses financial reports and audited financial statements, and reports of the Board of Auditors and the Sixth Committee meets in closed informal consultations on measures to eliminate international terrorism. 

           Tomorrow, the plenary will begin a joint debate on item 33 -- causes of conflict and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa, and item 41 -- final review and appraisal of the implementation of the UN New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s (UN-NADAF).

           And tomorrow afternoon the Sixth Committee will hear statements on the issue of human cloning in open

     session.

           Any questions?

           Thank you.

           Deputy Spokesman:      All right.  Despite the weather, have a very good afternoon.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
Urging unity in Security Council, Annan calls for Iraq to comply with UN inspectors

*
Council speakers agree Iraq must meet demands, differ on enforcement

*
Annan voices confidence Security Council will make ‘optimal decision’ on Iraq

*
Contribution of small countries to international cooperation ‘crucial,’ Annan says

*
Renewed clashes in eastern DR of Congo threaten to destabilize country – UN envoy

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN human rights chief urgently appeals for protection of civilians


*
UN Deputy Secretary-General heads to Beirut and Kabul

*
Annan lauds global environment fund for key role in fight against poverty

*
Kosovo: UN envoy, Orthodox leaders discuss Serb participation in upcoming polls

*
UN official urges support for Africa development initiative 

*
Dwindling water supplies threaten food production, UN warns on World Food Day

* * * *

Iraq: Secretary-General
16 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the Security Council to retain its “unity of purpose” as it debates the best course of action for returning UN weapons inspectors to Iraq, and insisted that Baghdad comply with the decisions of the 15-member body.

“If you allow yourselves to be divided, the authority and credibility of this Organization will undoubtedly suffer,” the Secretary-General said in a statement delivered on his behalf by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette at the outset of the Council’s open meeting.

“But if you act in unison, you will have greater impact, and a better chance of achieving your objective, which must be a comprehensive solution that includes the suspension and eventual ending of the sanctions that are causing such hardship for the Iraqi people, as well as the timely implementation of other provisions of your resolutions,” he said.

In calling on Iraq to comply with the Council’s resolutions, the Secretary-General said Baghdad must implement the disarmament programme and allow unfettered access to the inspectors. “This Council will expect nothing less,” he said, adding that he thought it would appropriate if the 15-member body chose to pass a new resolution to strengthen the inspectors’ hand and to avoid any weaknesses or ambiguities.

“The new measures must be firm, effective, credible and reasonable,” he stressed.

The Secretary-General said that the situation created by Iraq’s failure to comply fully with the Council’s resolutions since 1991 “is indeed one of the gravest and most serious facing the international community today.”

While the situation poses a great challenge to the UN, it also presents it with an opportunity, Mr. Annan stressed. “If we handle this properly, we may actually strengthen international cooperation, the rule of law and the United Nations – enabling it to move forward in a purposeful way, not only in this immediate crisis but in the future as well,” he said, adding that it was entirely proper that the Council debate its course of action in public in order to give other Member States the opportunity to air their views.

If Iraq fails to make use of this last chance, and defiance continues, however, the Council will have to face its responsibilities, the Secretary-General said. “In my experience, it always does so best and most effectively when its members work in unison,” he said. “If the Council succeeds in this, it will strengthen the United Nations in a way that will place future generations in its debt.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council debate

16 October – During a wide-ranging Security Council debate on Iraq today, States from across the globe agreed on the need for Baghdad to comply with United Nations resolutions on disarming the country but offered divergent views on the best way to enforce the measures.

Speaking on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), which requested the meeting, the Permanent Representative of South Africa, Dumisani S. Kumalo, stressed that Iraq must abide by its obligations under all Security Council resolutions, and welcomed Baghdad’s announcement that it would allow the unconditional return of weapons inspectors. “We believe this offers the prospect for a peaceful resolution of this matter,” he said in leading off the Council’s debate.

At the same time, he reiterated the NAM’s “firm rejection of any type of unilateral action against any Member State of the United Nations” and voiced hope that the Council members shared the Movement’s confidence in the abilities of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspections Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). “We would urge that the Security Council allow the UN inspectors to return to Iraq to resume their important work without delay.” The Council must not prejudge the work of the inspectors, he stressed, expressing hope that their return would pave the way for lifting the sanctions, which “have brought endless suffering to the ordinary people.”

Iraq’s Ambassador, Mohammed A. Aldouri, said the United States was unabashedly declaring its plans for a military invasion and occupation of Iraq, and even for “changing the map of the region by force and putting their hands on the sources of energy therein.” The US wanted a “blank cheque” from the Council to occupy Iraq as part of its plan to subject the entire world to American hegemony. Using its “tremendous” propaganda mechanism, the US was disseminating “one lie after the other” about Iraq’s supposed ownership of weapons of mass destruction. Baghdad, which possessed no such weapons, had implemented all disarmament requirements contained in the Council’s resolutions, he asserted.

Iraq’s decision to re-admit inspectors would prove that the country no longer owns weapons of mass destruction, and would foster a comprehensive solution, including an end to the sanctions which had caused such suffering for the Iraqi people, he said. In talks earlier this month, Iraq, UNMOVIC and the IAEA had agreed on practical arrangements for the return of inspectors, and had chosen 19 October as the date when the first team would arrive, but the US had tried to hamper the agreement, increasing its threats. The US was calling for the imposition on Iraq of “unfair and impossible” conditions that were “an insult to the international community, the UN and international law.” This position must be rejected, he stressed, adding that there was “absolutely no need” for a new Security Council resolution on the matter.

Also taking part in the debate, which saw the participation of several dozen speakers, Kuwaiti Ambassador Mohammad A. Abulhasan spoke out against unilateral action. “Kuwait feels especially strong about the importance of action within the UN framework simply because without such a framework, Kuwait would probably not have been liberated from Iraqi occupation.” He expressed hope that the current international momentum would be maintained to ensure Iraqi compliance with Security Council resolutions and said Baghdad’s decision to re-admit weapons inspectors was a positive development.

Kuwait opposed military force against Iraq “out of fears of the serious negative implications that would exacerbate the suffering of the brotherly people of Iraq,” he said. The Baghdad Government must save the Iraqi people by fully implementing all Security Council resolutions, “without a la carte selectivity or procrastination, and by putting the welfare of the population ahead of all narrow interests.” Any use of force must be employed as a last resort, within the UN framework and only after all other available means have been exhausted. In the effort to secure Iraqi compliance, special attention should be paid to the question of Kuwaiti and third-country detainees held in Iraq, he said, adding that the issue must be a “key element” in any new Council resolution on Iraq. 

Speaking for the League of Arab States, Yahya Mahmassani said Iraq had agreed to the return of inspectors, and they must go back as soon as possible in order to fulfil their tasks so that the Council could lift the sanctions. “There is no reason for the delay in the work of the Council and there is no reason to prejudge the results of the inspections.” The League of Arab States completely rejected any strikes against Iraq. Council resolution 687 [known as the ‘ceasefire resolution’ because it set the terms for ending the Persian Gulf war] stipulated that the Middle East become a nuclear-weapon-free zone – a goal which Israel rejected. “Why doesn’t the Security Council adopt a resolution to force Israel to dismantle its weapons of mass destruction?” he asked. Israel had violated scores of Council resolutions and should be forced to comply.


“The imposition of a new military conflict on the Middle East would be a grave mistake,” Mr. Mahmassani said, warning that war against Iraq would open a Pandora’s box. “Violence and civil wars would sweep the entire country, and the entire Arab region would be undermined.” War against Iraq would go against the UN Charter and international law, exposing States to the danger of attacks under the pretext of preventive measures. “Upholding the Charter, international legitimacy and the solidarity and unity of the international community is the only means to face up to the crises of the 21st century, to maintain international peace and security, and ‘to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war,’” he said.


Ellen Margrethe Loj, the representative of Demark, speaking on behalf of the European Union and associated States, said Secretary-General Kofi Annan had worked to persuade the Iraqi regime to re-admit weapons inspectors, and under strong international pressure, Baghdad had agreed. UNMOVIC and the IAEA should resume inspections as soon as possible on the basis of a reinforced mandate. The existing Security Council resolutions, agreements reached between UNMOVIC and the IAEA with Iraq, as well as “any new rules the Security Council may deem necessary” should constitute the new governing standard for inspections. “The Government of Iraq should make no mistake about the fact that non-compliance with this inspection regime would have serious consequences,” she warned.


“The European Union supports a new Security Council resolution strengthening the rights of inspectors to ensure that they can, as effectively as possible, carry out the disarmament required by the relevant resolutions,” she said. The European Union stressed “the vital importance of safeguarding and respecting the crucial role of the Security Council – present and future – in maintaining international peace and security in accordance with the UN Charter in any solution of an international conflict.” She encouraged Council members to maintain strong pressure on Iraq based on the widest possible support.

* * *

Secretary-General/Mongolia

16 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced his confidence that whether by one resolution or two, the Security Council will make an “optimal decision” that will enable UN weapons inspectors to return to Iraq.

Speaking to reporters in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, where he is on an official visit, the Secretary-General noted that the Security Council was reviewing the possibility of approving a new resolution that will strengthen the disarmament programme as well as the hands of the inspectors and send them back to Iraq with the demand that the Government cooperate and comply with Council resolutions.

“Of course, if Iraq were to continue to defy, the chief inspector will report back to the Council and the Council would decide what to do,” Mr. Annan said. “But I think that Iraq must understand that it has to perform.”

Asked whether there would be one or two resolutions, the Secretary-General said that he firmly believed that when those discussions are over, the Council will come up with an “optimal decision that will allow the inspectors to go back with a strengthened hand and continue their work.”

“It’s a decision that would also underscore the determination and the desire of the international community to ensure that the disarmament tasks are carried out,” he added.

Responding to questions about other matters, the Secretary-General said he applauded Mongolia’s efforts to try and diversify its economy and to bring it in line with the international trading system in an age of globalization.

“But of course, Mongolia cannot do it alone. It needs the cooperation of the international community,” Mr. Annan stressed. “And we at the UN are determined to work with you. I will do whatever I can and encourage other countries that have capacity to support Mongolia and do it actively and generously.”

The Secretary-General also hailed the country’s efforts at democratic governance, calling this an important development that had sometimes been taken for granted. “We forget that no one is born a good citizen,” he said. “No one is born a democrat. It is something that we need to nurture and value and work together to develop.”

* * *
Secretary-General/Mongolia

16 October – The contributions of small States to international cooperation are crucially important, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in Mongolia, calling for a fundamental compact between all countries based on an acknowledgement of mutual interest and adherence to the norms and standards of international law.

“Interdependence means not only that what we do affects each other, but that we must truly be able to depend on each other,” the Secretary-General said in an address this afternoon to the country’s parliament, or Great Hural. “And the United Nations is the forum where that understanding can take hold and, through peaceful dialogue and debate, bear fruit.”

Mr. Annan began his first-ever visit to Mongolia by meeting with Prime Minister Nambar Enkhbayar, who described the economic trials the country has faced since the democratic revolution of 1989, according to a UN spokesperson in New York. The Prime Minister expressed his hope that Mr. Annan would attend the third International Conference of New and Restored Democracies, which Mongolia is scheduled to host in June 2003.

In reply, the Secretary-General saluted the Prime Minister’s commitment to economic reform, development and human rights and said he would try and attend the conference. Afterwards, the two held a joint press conference prior to the Secretary-General’s address to the assembly.

Following his speech, Mr. Annan met with President Natsagiyn Bagabandi, who stressed Mongolia’s commitment to meeting the Millennium Development Goals, and pledged support for the Secretary-General’s efforts to achieve UN reform, UN spokesperson Hua Jiang said.

The President also offered a military base outside the capital for use as a regional peacekeeping training facility. The Secretary-General thanked the President for the offer and said he would convey it to the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General’s wife, Nane Annan, met today with a nomadic herder family in a rural area south of Ulaanbaatar and learned about the challenges that nomadic herders face, especially after four consecutive years of drought, Ms. Jiang reported. Nomadic herding is the source of livelihood for 40 per cent of the Mongolian people.

Mrs. Annan also met female leaders to discuss the situation of women in the country, and visited the National AIDS Foundation, which supports local organizations in their efforts to fight the disease among vulnerable groups, notably sex workers, street children, mobile traders, the military and homosexuals.

* * *

DR of Congo

16 October – Declaring that renewed fighting in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) threatened to destabilize the entire country, the top United Nations envoy in the DRC said today that the parties were ignoring his appeals to uphold the ceasefire.

“All the Congolese should do their best to bring the parties to meet. It is regrettable that soon after foreign troops have left the DRC the Congolese have resumed war,” Amos Namanga Ngongi said at a press briefing in Kinshasa. He added that the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC) could only encourage peace in the country “and not force the parties to talk to each other.”

Mr. Ngongi said President Joseph Kabila had assured him that the Government did not provide any support to the Maï-Maï in the capture of the town of Uvira, and stressed that the Maï-Maï were “politically full-fledged partners” who participated in the recent inter-Congolese dialogue.

Asked whether Rwandan soldiers were still in Kisangani, the UN envoy said he had waited for a year to see evidence of that. “If anyone holds some proof, let them report to us. Why should it be so difficult?” he asked.

As for the incident on 8 October in Kisangani in which MONUC military officers were accused of shooting a student, the commander of the UN peacekeeping force, Gen. Mountaga Diallo, said while investigations were still on going, “a direct shooting with a 7.62 mm gun would have caused a more serious wound than the one on the student.”

General Diallo said the process of verifying and identifying Rwandan soldiers who left the DRC was not yet completed and warned that the renewed fighting among Congolese might bring foreign troops back to the country, particular to the eastern part.

In other developments, UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn McAskie said the renewed fighting and withdrawal of Rwandan troops had resulted in significant reductions in humanitarian access, especially around Bukavu, Kindu and Uvira, where relief organizations have had to suspend activities or evacuate completely.

Ms. McAskie, who just concluded a three-day mission to the DRC before heading to Burundi, said tension in the town of Kindu had increased the number of displaced people to 11,000, while in Ituri, fighting between Hema and the Lendu ethnic groups had displaced 60,000 people in the past two months, bringing to 500,000 the total number of displaced persons in the Bunia area.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire


16 October – With the situation in Côte d’Ivoire deteriorating, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights today urgently appealed to the Government and armed groups to end the suffering of civilians and comply with international humanitarian law, warning that conflict-related abuses could be subject to prosecution.

In a statement released in Geneva, Sergio Vieira de Mello cited a number of rights violations committed since mid-September, including summary executions, arbitrary arrests, attacks based on nationality, ethnicity or religious beliefs, ill treatment of children, destruction of private property and population displacement.

These crimes, he pointed out, “can be prosecuted either before the national judiciary or the International Criminal Court, whose Statute has been signed by Côte d’Ivoire.”

Deploring the absence of a cease-fire agreement, Mr. Vieira de Mello called on the Government and the armed groups to cooperate with the negotiations being carried out by mediators of the Economic Community of West African States and the Special Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

“In the view of the High Commissioner, only mediation and starting a dialogue between all the components of Ivorian society in the spirit of tolerance which the country is known for will end the conflict,” the statement said.

* * *

Deputy Secretary-General


16 October – The United Nations Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, is scheduled to depart New York tonight for a week-long trip that will take her to Lebanon and Afghanistan, a UN spokesperson announced today in New York.

Ms. Fréchette will travel first to Beirut to attend the Ninth Summit of the Francophonie, addressing its opening session on Friday. 

Arriving in Kabul on Sunday, she will start a three-day visit focusing on internal meetings with the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan. She will also meet with senior Afghan government officials before returning to New York on 24 October.

* * *

Environment

16 October – In the 10 years since its founding, the Global Environment Facility (GEF) has become one of the key institutions working to ensure that the fight against poverty stays in harmony with environmental protection, the United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, said today in a message to a meeting of countries participating in the fund.

The recent replenishment of the GEF with $2.9 billion for the next four years was the biggest in its history, the Secretary-General noted in a message delivered on his behalf by Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), to the Second Assembly of the GEF, which began today in Beijing.

“That is both a vote of confidence by your stakeholders – developed and developing countries alike – and a statement of expectation as we act now to carry out the agreements reached in Johannesburg,” Mr. Annan said, referring to a recent UN summit on sustainable development.

The GEF was established in October 1991 as a joint programme of UNEP, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank, and relies on voluntary contributions from countries to help solve global environmental problems.

In his message today, the Secretary-General said that while the world was using energy more efficiently and improving compliance with agreements to protect the ozone layer, there was still “a global net loss in forestry and little change in reducing indoor air pollution.”

He also noted that the Kyoto Protocol, which is meant to cut the levels of so-called greenhouse gases, had still not entered into force while many regions stood the risk of environmental crisis in the years ahead.

However, since the Johannesburg Summit in September, Mr. Annan said, there has been a major advance in forging partnerships among governments, civil society groups and the private sector while much of the conceptual confusion that plagued sustainable development appeared to have been put to rest.

“The world now understands, more than ever before, that fighting poverty and protecting the environment are two sides of the same coin – compatible, mutually reinforcing goals, rather than a zero-sum game,” he said.

In related news, the Chief Executive Officer of the GEF, Mohamed El-Ashry, announced that he would be stepping down when his term ends in July 2003. He has been head of the Facility since its inception.
* * *

Kosovo

16 October – The head of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), Michael Steiner, today met with the head of the Serbian Orthodox church to discuss the importance of participation by the province’s Serb community in the upcoming municipal elections in Belgrade.

During what UNMIK described as “warm and intensive” talks, Mr. Steiner and senior Orthodox officials discussed the difficulties, progress and opportunities facing the people of Kosovo. The UNMIK chief also said he was encouraged by the discussions, during which he received support for his recent seven-point plan to normalize the situation in Mitrovica.

For his part, Patriarch Pavle also encouraged Kosovo Serbs to participate in the 26 October elections, saying he wanted a better future for the new generation in the province.

* * *

Development

16 October – Urging African countries to seize the opportunity of an improved climate for cooperation, a senior United Nations official today urged implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).

The initiative “does not replace national sovereignty, but it reinforces progress and makes the consequences of domestic choices more important,” the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Africa, (ECA), K.Y. Amoako, told the Committee of Experts of the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development, meeting in Johannesburg, South Africa – the largest gathering of officials dealing with economic policy in Africa since NEPAD’s adoption in July.

To reach the goals of NEPAD, Mr. Amoako called for a number of measures, including increasing the role of the private sector in poverty reduction and providing African States with greater market access in the global economy.

“A new momentum for Africa has been created which is quite promising for our development,” he said, citing the establishment of the African Union earlier this year and other milestone events. “There finally seems to be some advancement on issues that affect us deeply.”

For its part, he said ECA would improve its budgeting and information systems, strengthen its field presence and boost its internal communications. Noting that NEPAD aims to “deliver the resources and political will to accelerate the implementation” of Africa’s development agenda, he said the ECA would support all efforts towards that end.

Also participating in the three-day Johannesburg meeting are central bank governors, leading academics and researchers, and representatives of civil society and the private sector.

* * *

World Food Day

16 October – Global food production is at risk if the world’s water resources are not managed more effectively, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned as it observed World Food Day, which marks the founding of the UN agency in 1945.

In a study of 93 developing countries, FAO found that they were withdrawing freshwater supplies faster than they can be renewed. Ten countries are already in a critical state. “Careful water management will be crucial to grow the food we all need to lead productive and healthy lives,” FAO Director General Jacques Diouf said at a ceremony at the agency’s headquarters in Rome. “The combined vicious impact of poverty, rising demand for food and insufficient availability of water poses a serious challenge for world food security and universal access to clean water.”

In his message to mark the Day, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said “if we are to prevent two-thirds of the world’s population from facing serious water shortages in the decades ahead, we must learn to manage our water resources more effectively.” He emphasized the need for water management in agriculture, calling for more “crop per drop,” since 70 per cent of water is used by agriculture.

The Secretary-General also laid out a course for the future, noting that the General Assembly proclaimed next year the International Year of Freshwater, and called on the international community to rededicate itself to using water “wisely and responsibly.”

For his part General Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic pointed out that with still nearly one billion people suffering from hunger and malnutrition, the fight against poverty was not just a moral and humanitarian one but also “an integral part of the fight against terrorism and extreme intolerance of all kinds.”
Worldwide celebrations of the Day, which took place in 150 countries, included an FAO exhibition at UN Headquarters in New York opened by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette. In her remarks, she pointed out that in some three decades, the world will need 60 per cent more food and that this was only possible through better management of the “world’s precious freshwater resources.”

In Rome, the Day was also marked by a ceremony that featured a keynote address by President Hugo Chavez Frias of Venezuela as well as a message from Pope John Paul II. The ceremonies also involved the presentation of the World Food Day 2002 medal and the watering of an olive tree to symbolize the importance of this year’s theme, “Water: source of food security.”

* *** *
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