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October 16, 2003 

UN conference on disasters opens with plea for help

      DATELINE: BONN, Oct 16

      BODY:

      A UN conference on natural disasters opened Thursday with an appeal to richer countries to help the

      developing world cope with the impact of floods, drought and hurricanes.

      Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said developed nations could recover

      from natural catastrophes faster thanks to their strong economies. 

      In developing nations, however, recovery could be long and tortuous. "Years of progress could be washed

      away within hours," he told the conference in the former German capital.

      Toepfer said statistics showed that a natural disaster in an industrialised country killed an average 22

      people. In an emerging economy however, the toll rose to 1,052.

      Citing one of the main themes of the conference, he called for far greater cooperation between rich and

      poor nations.

      The gathering of experts and officials is meeting until Saturday on how to integrate early-warning

      mechanisms into public policy.

      In a welcome speech, German Environment Minister Juergen Trittin said there were three times as many

      natural disasters now as in the 1960s causing seven times as much damage.

      He claimed there were 755 recorded catastrophes last year affecting some 10 percent of the world

      population.

      Trittin, a member of Germany's Greens party, blamed global warming as the prime cause and urged better

      environmental protection measures and greater use of renewable energy.

______________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Overlooked Seagrasses Vanishing, New Atlas Shows 

                      LONDON, UK, October 15, 2003 (ENS) - The first global survey of the underwater seagrass meadows that border the world's coasts reveals that 15  percent of this marine ecosystem has been lost in the last 10 years. The  importance of seagrass has not previously been recognized, but researchers who compiled "The World Atlas of Seagrasses" say these true flowering  plants shelter fish, turtles and endangered mammals and play a critical role in  climatic and oceanic carbon cycles and in coastal protection. 

                      "The World Atlas of Seagrasses," prepared by the United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre  (UNEP-WCMC) provides the a global estimate for seagrasses worldwide. They cover 177,000 square kilometers, an area two-thirds the size of the UK,  an underestimate, say the atlas authors, as the western coasts of Africa and South America have not been surveyed. 

                      The new atlas puts seagrass beds on to the map for the first time. Fifty-eight authors were involved in writing the chapters and completely new data sets have been created, with records compiled from 520 sources and 120 countries. 

                      "We now have a global, scientific view of where seagrasses occur and what is happening to them," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director.  "Unfortunately, the scientists have presented us with a worrying story. In  many cases, these vitally important undersea meadows are being needlessly destroyed for short-term gain without a true understanding of their significance." 

                      Healthy seagrasses in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (Photo by Heather

                      Dine courtesy NOAA)

                      The findings give new urgency to protect and conserve these important habitats,  which are threatened by runoff of nutrients and sediments from human activities on land, boating, land  reclamation and other construction in the coastal zone, dredge and fill activities and destructive fisheries practices. 

                      Seagrasses are a mixed group of true flowering plants - not seaweed - that grow submerged in large meadows in both tropical and temperate seas. They are a functional group of about 60 species of underwater marine flowering plants. 

                      Thousands more associated marine plant and animal species make use of seagrass habitats. They range from the blades of eelgrass in the Sea of Japan, at more than 12 feet long, to the tiny, inch-long, rounded leaves of sea vine in Brazilian tropical waters. 

                      "Seagrasses are quite possibly the most widespread shallow marine ecosystems in the world. " Yet," says Ed Green, one of the co-editors of the Atlas, "there are few places where seagrass meadows are protected. The  importance of seagrass has not previously been recognised." 

                      According to the new atlas, seagrass meadows should be considered one of the most important shallow marine ecosystems to humans, playing a vital role in fisheries, protecting coral reefs by binding sediments, cleaning coastal waters and providing coastal defence from erosion. 

                      "Seagrass beds have been needlessly destroyed for short-term gain without real analysis of the values that the intact ecosystems bring to coastal society," said Mark Collins, director of UNEP-WCMC. 

                      "Physically they protect coastlines from the erosive impact of waves and tides, chemically they play a key role in nutrient cycles for fisheries and biologically they provide habitat for fish, shellfish and priority ecotourism icons like the dugong, manatee and green turtle," Collins said. 

                      Atlas co-editor Frederick Short of the University of New Hampshire, said, "Seagrasses are a critical and threatened coastal habitat worldwide. Their role in the ecology of the ocean and their importance to fisheries is increasingly recognized. The World Atlas of Seagrasses makes available a global perspective on this imperiled ecosystem." 

                      "Like coral reefs, seagrasses are at a critical juncture, heavily impacted by human activities and climate change," said Short. "With the global view provided by the atlas, our ability to preserve and restore seagrass ecosystems is enhanced." 

                      In 2002, the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) meeting in Johannesburg, South Africa, adopted a commitment to reverse the trend of losses by 2010, said Toepfer. "To achieve this we need hard facts on which to base decisions. The World Atlas of Seagrasses meets that need for a vital marine ecosystem whose importance has largely been overlooked until now." 

                      Conservationists view the atlas as the first step towards an essential Global Marine Assessment, another key objective of the WSSD. 

                      "The public can play an important role," said Collins. "By insisting on protection for sea horses, turtles and dugongs they will also safeguard the ecosystem that supports them and has intrinsic benefits that are less obvious." 

                      Sponsoring organizations that contributed to the production of the atlas include: DEFRA, DFID, UNEP DEWA, The David and Lucile Packard Foundation, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, International Coral Reef Action Network, University of New Hampshire, World Seagrass Association,Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research, Estuarine Research Federation. 

                      For more information about the Atlas, including maps and photographs go to  http://www.unep-wcmc.org/marine/seagrassatlas/ or http://www.unep.org 

                      The World Atlas of Seagrasses is available from: http://www.ucpress.edu/books/pages/10168.html
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 Responsible travel can be a force for good: DEBATE OVER ECO-TOURISM: But remote

      communities may also be seriously damaged in the rush for tourism revenues, reports Sarah Murray

      BYLINE: By SARAH MURRAY

      BODY:

      When the United Nations proclaimed 2002 as International Year of Eco-tourism, many non-governmental

      organisations, and campaign groups that monitor the impact of the tourist industry on the world, raised their

      eyebrows.

      For while its proponents claim that eco-tourism promotes awareness of the eco-system and helps protect

      local communities, others argue that it can be damaging: it takes tourists into increasingly remote locations

      that lack sufficient infrastructure, they say.

      Opponents claim eco-tourism has cleared the way for more forest destruction and forced indigenous peoples

      from their traditional lands.

      In 1996 a conflict between the inhabitants of Nagarahole National Park, the Adivasis, became a national

      issue in India. The Karnataka state government leased out land to a division of the Taj Group, a hotel chain

      that has won numerous environmental awards. 

      But the Adivasis won a court battle to halt the development, claiming the hotel would deny their rights of

      access to the forest.

      Even if communities are not forced off their land, foreign visitors can prove a disruptive force for remote and

      fragile cultures, which may start to see traditions disappear and local cultural artifacts commercialised.

      Remote communities often dislike being stared at or photographed by tourists and may also become divided,

      with those who are profiting from the business resented by those who are not. Patricia Barnett, director of

      Tourism Concern, argues that eco-tourism should only be operated when locals are involved in the planning

      process.

      "Eco-tourism seems to work best when the communities are in charge of who is coming in and how they're

      will be coming in," she says.

      "Communities that have developed their own lodgings often keep the locals away from the visitors because

      they recognise the problems that can ensue. So the weight of the decision-making has to be with the

      community and not with those operators who might bring the tourists in."

      Part of the problem is that the success of eco-tourism has meant tour operators have used it as a marketing

      tool to sell packages that may have little to do with minimising the impact of visitors or protecting the

      environment.

      "If you look at the definition of what eco-tourism is, it has great potential in generating a win-win for

      people, culture and the environment," says Dilys Roe, senior research associate at the International Institute

      for Environment and Development. "But one of the problems is that many things are now labeled as

      eco-tourism that don't live up to the original concept."

      It is not just the eco-tourism business that is expanding into ever more remote areas. Tourism - already one

      of the world's largest industries - is expected to double by 2020 and represents a substantial threat to

      bio-diversity, according to a report by the United Nations Environment Programme and Conservation

      International, an environmental organisation.

      The scale of its expansion is highlighted by the report, which suggests that tourism in bio-diversity hotspots

      has increased by more than 100 per cent between 1990 and 2000 - in some areas that growth has been

      staggering. Over the past decade, tourism has increased by more than 2,000 per cent in Laos and

      Cambodia, nearly 500 per cent in South Africa, more than 300 per cent in Brazil, Nicaragua and El Salvador

      and 128 per cent in the Dominican Republic.

      "With nature and adventure travel one of the fastest-growing segments within the tourism industry, the

      earth's most fragile, high bio-diversity areas are where most of that expansion is likely to take place," says

      the report.

      And it is not only eco-tourism that has an impact on these areas. While many hotel chains have

      environmental policies, big resorts can cause great disruption to local communities in developing countries,

      and draw upon vital resources such as electricity and water.

      Beach properties often occupy coastal areas on which fishermen rely for a livelihood. But they rarely hold

      legal tenure for the land and can be easily evicted.

      Some initiatives are emerging from the industry itself. The International Hotels Environment Initiative, a

      charity established by leading chains to improve the industry's environmental performance, is now developing

      guidelines for the responsible siting, design and construction of hotels.

      Some argue that, if properly planned, tourism be a force for good. Pro-Poor Tourism, a UK group promoting

      tourism strategies that benefit the poor, has produced a briefing suggesting how hotels and other tourism

      suppliers can shift the balance. Hotels, it says, should encourage supply chain partners to source goods and

      services locally wherever possible and extend services such as electricity, water and healthcare to locals at

      minimal cost, because the infrastructure is in place to serve guests.

      When it comes to eco-tourism, the International Eco-tourism Society's definition is "responsible travel to

      natural areas that conserves the environment and sustains the well-being of local people".

      It advocates educating travellers, working in co-operation with locals, directing revenues to the

      conservation of natural and protected areas and pressing for tourism zoning and visitor management plans in

      regions slated to become eco-destinations.

      However, the challenge of making tourism sustainable is daunting when confronted with the figures.

      According to the UNEP report, tourism generates 11 per cent of global gross domestic product, employs

      200m people and transports nearly 700m travellers a year.

      With tourism a principal export of 49 of the world's least-developed countries and number one earner for 37

      of them, the pressure to drive up the tourist business may mean many of the more responsible measures get

      lost in the rush for revenues.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Business News (Puerto Rico)

Does tourism pose a huge threat to the environment? 

   By Evelyn Guadalupe-Fajardo of Caribbean Business 

   A boom in world tourism, particularly in the Caribbean, is posing a huge threat to some of the planet’s

   most sensitive ecosystems, according to a new study. 

   “Tourism & Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism’s Global Footprint,” a study by Conservation International

   (CI) and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), examines the impacts of tourism on

   biological diversity. Biodiversity refers to all the living species on the planet and the ecological

   processes associated with them. 

   According to the study, tourism development is usually rapid and unplanned, resulting in a complete

   transformation of the landscape in a short time and often leading to deforestation and drainage of

   wetlands. Such habitat disruption can result in significant loss of biodiversity. 

   The problem is exacerbated by the fact that a lot of tourism occurs in fragile areas (coastal zones,

   mountains, protected areas) or in areas of high biodiversity. The very nature of the mainstay product of

   the tourism industry—sand, seas, and sun—highlights the fact that the industry is dependent on coastal

   areas. 

   “If tourism development isn’t controlled it could damage the ecosystem, but how can tourism compete

   and have little or no impact on the environment?” said Rick Newman, past president of the Puerto

   Rico Hotel & Tourism Association. “You can’t stop progress; jobs must be provided. Tourism depends

   on the natural beauty of a destination for economic development, but there must be sustained growth

   without major damage.” 

   Over the past three decades, there have been major losses of virtually every kind of natural habitat,

   and the decline and extinction of species emerged as major environmental issues. About 24% of

   mammals and 12% of bird species are currently regarded as threatened globally. 

   Humacao’s Palmas del Mar resort community is undertaking conservation efforts. 

   It collaborates with the University of Puerto Rico-Humacao on its Sea Grant Program to monitor

   coastal sea turtles and has hired a biologist, who recommends changes needed to support the various

   species in the community. Palmas del Mar plants and cultivates florae that are indigenous to the area,

   such as mangroves. The biologist also evaluates the resort’s success in creating habitats to attract

   wildlife, particularly birds. 

   “Our challenge is to create harmony between people and nature in order to preserve the unique

   Palmas experience,” said Jaime Morgan Stubbe, president of Palmas del Mar Properties Inc. So great

   is the concern over the rate of species decline, and its implications for human welfare, that biodiversity

   was identified as one of the five priority areas at the World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

   “Tourism has a huge potential for good or evil,” said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United

   Nations Environment Program. “Tourism relies on stable, healthy communities and environments. It

   can’t ruin the very wildlife and landscapes the visitors pay to see and then move on.” 

   Caribbean is a major hotspot

   CI has developed a strategy that focuses its attention on biodiversity hotspots around the world: the

   Caribbean (including Mexico), Brazil, South Africa, Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia. Hotspots are

   regions that harbor a great diversity of endemic species and, at the same time, have been significantly

   affected and altered by human activities. 

   The hotspots contain 44% of all known endemic plant species and 35% of endemic species of birds,

   mammals, reptiles, and amphibians in only 1.4% of the planet’s land area. 

   The Caribbean is a good example of where the vast majority of tourism impacts happen—at the coast,

   often the site of endangered coral reefs. During a June visit to Puerto Rico, Jean-Michel Cousteau, son

   of famed ocean explorer Jacques Cousteau, said many of the area’s coral reefs appeared to be dead.

   Scientists say that some 35% of the coral in Culebra has died since 1997. 

   Another problem in the region is the high level of visitation (and sustained growth in visitation during

   the 1990s) but the low level of available freshwater. 

   Water use is a particular problem of hotels, as tourist consumption of water is often many times higher

   than that of local residents. This can result in water shortages, degradation of water supplies, and

   increased wastewater discharge, all of which can affect wetlands. 

   The problem is particularly acute in hot, dry countries where available resources can be in short

   supply, yet tourist demands on water (for swimming pools, showers, etc.) are high. The vast quantities

   of water required to maintain golf courses is another issue of concern. An average golf course soaks up

   at least 525,000 gallons of water per day, which can severely affect freshwater availability in certain

   areas. 

   Willowbend Development Corp. has a nursery in Guayanilla that grows seashore paspalum, a

   warm-season, perennial, environmentally friendly grass. Seashore paspalum is said to be less

   demanding than other grasses, requiring less fertilizer than Bermuda grass, and less water and fewer

   pesticides when managed properly. 

   “We searched high and low and found a grass that is actually new on the market and environmentally

   friendly,” said Gregory Sherwood, president of PFP Golf Construction, an affiliate of Willowbend. “The

   grass requires less fertilizer, almost zero herbicides, and few insecticides. The best herbicide for this

   grass is to mow it, and we can use water from sewage treatment plants.” 

   Although tourism might be driven by the private sector, government policy instruments such as

   requirements for environmental impact statements (EIS) and management plans can be

   extraordinarily effective in ensuring that development takes place in an appropriate manner. 

   In Puerto Rico, several hotel projects have encountered hurdles to developing the island’s

   environmentally sensitive northeastern coast, including the lack of potable water service, the area’s

   propensity to flood, and the fragile ecosystem. The projects have been meeting resistance from

   environmentalists, who instead envision a 3,200-acre strip of coastal land that, when combined with

   the Caribbean National Forest, better known as El Yunque, would become an environmental preserve.

   Jose Suarez, executive director of the Puerto Rico Tourism Co., agreed development on the island,

   not just by the tourism industry, hadn’t placed much importance on environmental concerns. Recently,

   however, there has been growing sensitivity. 

   There have been cases in which the Puerto Rico government of its own volition—not because

   environmentalists have strapped themselves to trees to prevent bulldozing—has rejected hotel

   developers’ EIS as deficient. 

   Most in the industry agree that tourism will require careful planning to avoid further negative

   consequences for biodiversity, according to the report. Tourism development should be guided by the

   principles associated with ecotourism: environmental sustainability, protection of nature, and concern

   for the wellbeing of local residents. 

   “By creating private reserves; providing justification for existing and new national parks and protected

   areas; and building a local conservation constituency among the people who live closest to important

   biodiversity areas, tourism can have—and has had—a positive impact on biodiversity conservation,”

   Toepfer concludes. 

   CI is a nonprofit, U.S.-based international organization whose mission is to preserve the planet’s living

   natural heritage and global biodiversity. 

   UNEP is an organization that encourages partnership in caring for the environment by inspecting,

   informing, and enabling nations and people to improve their quality of life without hurting that of

   future generations. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UNEP warns against destruction of marine ecosystem 

                                Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  The destruction of ocean ecosystem was posing a serious risk to marine life in the world, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) warned in a new report released here                       Thursday.

                       Manatees, dugongs and green sea turtles are just some of the  growing list of already threatened species at risk from the destruction of ocean seagrass, the report indicates.

                       The first-ever-global survey of the underwater meadows of seagrass that skirt the world's coasts reveals that 15 percent of this unique marine ecosystem has been lost in the past 10 years.

                       The findings give new urgency to protect and conserve these important habitats, which are threatened by runoff of nutrients and sediments from human activities on land, boating, land

                       reclamation and other construction in the coastal zone, dredge- and-fill activities and destructive fisheries practices.

                       The World Atlas of Seagrasses, prepared by the UN Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) provides the first ever-global estimate for seagrasses worldwide:

                       177,000sq km, or just two-thirds the size of the UK.

                       "We now have a global, scientific view of where seagrasses occur and what is happening to them," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director, who added: "Unfortunately, the scientists have presented us with a worrying story. 

                       In many cases, these vitally important undersea meadows are being needlessly destroyed for short-term gain without a true understanding of their significance."

                       "The World Summit on Sustainable Development adopted, in the area of biodiversity, a commitment to reverse the trend of losses by 2010," Toepfer noted.

                       "To achieve this, we need hard facts on which to base decisions.  The World Atlas of Seagrasses meets that need for a vital marine ecosystem whose importance has largely been overlooked until now."

                       Seagrasses are a mixed group of true flowering plants -- not seaweed -- that grow submerged in large meadows in both tropical and temperate seas.

                       They are a functional group of about 60 species of underwater  marine flowering plants, while thousands more associated marine plant and animal species utilise seagrass habitat.

                       They range from the strap-like blades of eelgrass in the Sea of Japan, at more than 4 metres long, to the tiny, 2-3 cm, rounded leaves of sea vine in the deep tropical waters of Brazil.

                       "Seagrasses are quite possibly the most widespread shallow marine ecosystems in the world. Yet, there are few places where seagrass meadows are protected," says Ed Green, one of the co-editors of                       the Atlas.

                       "By pulling together the work of researchers worldwide we now know that vast numbers of fish use seagrass for a short but critical part of their lifecycle. We are also becoming aware of  the role that seagrass plays in the climatic and oceanic carbon cycles and in coastal protection. The true economic value is                       difficult to measure but this work suggests it is immense," he said.

                       The report encourages humanity to consider seagrass as one of the most important shallow marine ecosystems to humans, playing a vital role in fisheries, protecting coral reefs by binding sediments, cleaning coastal waters and providing coastal defence from erosion.

                       Nairobi - 16/10/2003

_______________________________________________________________________________________

 PANA

                               Pollution of Nairobi River riles environmentalist 

                                Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  Clean Up the World (CUW) Campaign and Events manager Hannah Arbeid has denounced the scale of pollution in Nairobi River, insisting on the need to scale up clean-up exercises countrywide.

                       Speaking at a seminar on the implementation of CUW environmental initiatives in Kenya, Arbeid expressed dismay at the inadequate support the CUW campaign was getting in its bid to clean up the                       river.

                       She appealed for increased assistance from governments and the wider public towards clean up exercises, noting that the organization relies solely on volunteer work.

                       CUW, one of the world's most involving and effective environment movements, has mobilised the support of some 40 million people in 120 countries in a dynamic clean up exercise.

                       The Australian-based organization aims to create an international media focus on clean up activities, with a view to raising the awareness of governments, industries and communities about local                       environmental issues, particularly waste minimisation, recycling and waste management.

                       "There is probably nowhere in the world that has not been touched by waste pollution in the world. Yet all the damage we are doing  to the world can be corrected. Even one person can make a       difference," said UN Environment Programme (UNEP) spokesman Eric    Falt.

                       Falt said the philosophy behind the CUW initiative was central to UNEP's strategy in managing the world's environment agenda. He described CUW as "an effort where people can come together in a                       global banner."

                       Formed eleven years ago, CUW carries out clean up exercises annually on the third weekend of September.

                       Its activities range from rubbish collection to education campaigns, environmental concerts to creative competitions and exhibitions, tree planting projects to the establishment of  recycling centres and waste minimisation projects.

                       Nairobi - 16/10/2003
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Guilt is no solution: ENCOURAGING GREEN CONSUMERISM: Consuming differently and

      understanding the gains is the answer,writes Vanessa Houlder

      BYLINE: By VANESSA HOULDER

First came yuppies - "young urban professionals". Then dinkies - "double income no kids". Now meet "Lohas" - an acronym for "lifestyles of health and sustainability."

      Lohas shop for fair-trade coffee and organic produce, use farmers' markets and complementary medicine,

      put their savings in socially responsible investment funds and spend their holidays as eco-tourists. 

      They are interested in health, the environment, social justice, personal development and sustainable living,

      according to Natural Business Communications, a company in Broomfield, Colorado credited with inventing

      the term.

      Together, it says, US "Lohas" represent a Dollars 227bn market in the US - an "immense" business

      opportunity.

      But some marketing experts are sceptical about "green" consumerism. There is a huge gap between what

      people tell pollsters about their attitude to sustainable consumption and what they actually buy. Recent

      research by the UK's National Consumer Council found that although consumers said they were "happy to do

      their bit", convenience in pressured daily lives took precedence.

      Many environmental groups are also sceptical about "green" consumerism. Radical campaigners argue that

      people in the rich world must not just consume in more socially and environmentally responsible ways, but

      must be persuaded to consume less.

      They point to profound difficulties in reconciling growth and sustainability. Even though products can be

      designed so that they have less impact on the environment, those improvements are often offset by growing

      demand.

      For example, transport is a fast-rising source of carbon emissions as the growing number of cars on the road

      overwhelm the benefits of improved fuel efficiency.

      Moreover, conventional measures of economic growth do not take proper account of the depletion of natural

      resources or pollution, they argue.

      At the same time, research suggests that people's happiness does not improve with the amount of

      consumption they are able to enjoy.

      "Current levels of consumption cannot be maintained and will increasingly lead to greater inequality,

      environmental damage and debt-driven insecurity," according to a recent report by the Sustainable

      Development Commission, which advises the UK government.

      But there is widespread opposition to these arguments. With few exceptions, the business community is

      deeply opposed to the notion of defining sustainable consumption as less consumption.

      Governments are also resistant to the idea of a deliberate shift towards lower consumption on the grounds

      that it could mean reduced tax revenues, public spending and employment.

      Furthermore, the public is not likely to be receptive to a message that they should curb their consumption

      for the sake of the planet.

      Exhorting the public to adopt environmentally-friendly purchasing habits often fails because the messages

      are too "guilt-laden" and disapproving, according to the United Nations Environment Programme

      (UNEP).

      "Making people feel guilty about their life-styles and purchasing habits is achieving only limited success", said Klaus Toepfer, executive director.

      UNEP is trying to rethink its approach to persuading the public to live in ways that cause minimal

      environmental damage.

      "We need to make it clear that there are real, personal, benefits to living in harmony with the planet," says

      Mr Toepfer.

      UNEP's efforts to rid green consumerism of its dreary image has led it to launched a "shopping for a better

      world" initiative that will attempt to make sustainable lifestyles "fashionable and cool".

      The UN programme is targetting the retail industry because of its influential position as the link between

      manufacturers and consumers.

      "On the one hand, the retail sector can influence suppliers to produce in a more sustainable manner, raising

      questions of resource and energy use for example," said Mr Toepfer.

      "On the other hand, the sector is in a unique position to help the public to adopt more environmentally

      friendly lifestyles and purchasing habits by providing customers with an appropriate choice."

      UNEP is also highlighting the role that manufacturers can play in promoting sustainable consumption. It cites

      KIA, the Korean car manufacturer, and the European detergent industry, as examples.

      KIA, which urges people not to use cars for short journeys, helps organise "walking buses" to get children to

      school.

      The detergent manufacturers have embarked on a "wash right" campaign which extols the virtues of low

      temperature washing by emphasising the benefits to the clothes as well as energy savings.

      The message of UNEP's campaign is that sustainable consumption does not mean consuming less. It is

      about "consuming differently, consuming efficiently, and having an improved quality of life."

Scoop
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Anatomy of a Lucire fashion shoot: Briar Shaw photographs exclusive Fashion Week preview 

Lucire previews first autumn–winter 2004 collections in cover story 

Auckland, August 17 (JY&A Media) In the run-up to L'Oréal New Zealand Fashion Week (LNZFW), Lucire's Briar Shaw was granted access to autumn-winter 2004 designs from fast-growing labels Ng, Sakaguchi and Angeline Harrington, to create an exclusive cover story for the magazine, the official internet partner of the collections. 

The Auckland-based photographer has created one of the first media previews from the designers' collections—and certainly one that has one of the widest audiences globally, showing at the Lucire web site at www.lucire.com. 

Ng, Sakaguchi and Angeline Harrington—all considered rising stars—will stage catwalk shows at the L'Oréal New Zealand Fashion Week collections next week. 

Ms Shaw says she selected the three designers, based in Christchurch and Wellington, because they were considered among the event's most promising young labels. 

Make-up artist Anya Renzenbrink, who is eight months pregnant, returned to work with Ms Shaw on the latest Lucire shoot. 

The images were shot at Ms Shaw's flat in central Auckland. As she explains, ‘due to the risks of spring weather and pregant make-up artists—inside was a good option. 

‘This was a fun shoot to do. Anya is always fantastic to work with: she is one of those people who can talk to anyone in a totally genuine way and make them feel relaxed and good.’ 

Nicola, the model, had been with her agency for two weeks before taking on the Lucire assignment. 

‘Nicola was enthusiastic, even when we started asking her to get up on the narrow window sill and saying, “Just try and look comfortable.”’ Due partly to good fortune, the clothes from the three designers matched the minimalistic interior design of Ms Shaw's flat. 

The shoot, now on the cover of Lucire, reveals that Sharon Ng's autumn–winter 2004 collection builds on her love of art and form. Takaaki Sakaguchi has said that audiences should expect a 'magical' winter collection and, apart from the preview at Lucire, is keeping tight-lipped about the rest of his collection. 

Last but far from least, Angeline Harrington's ‘Pop Goes the Little Black Dress’ collection for winter has elegant styles, and ‘lines preserved from the ’40s to ’60s, coupled with a smart use of fabrics so that every piece is wearable, washable and easily maintained.’ 

Lucire counts around 90–5 per cent of its audience from outside New Zealand, making it a valuable exposure medium for local designers who want to export and reach different audiences to print and televised media. 

L'Oréal New Zealand Fashion Week begins on October 19 and runs through October 24 with Newmarket Fashion Friday. The official site can be found at www.nzfashionweek.com. 

Ng and Sakaguchi show in separate collections on Monday, October 20, with Harrington on Wednesday, October 22. 

About Lucire Lucire, the global fashion magazine, is one of the world’s leading fashion titles online. Founded in 1997, it covers fashion, beauty, travel and lifestyle, with a global perspective for today’s woman. It is known for providing in-depth, quality journalism. The magazine is targeted at the woman who is tired of the offerings from established fashion players, and chooses to be herself. Lucire is available at http://www.lucire.com. 

In 2003, Lucire received a Webby Award nomination—the only New Zealand site to do so that year—and became the first fashion industry partner of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP, http://www.unep.org). For the second consecutive year, it is Official Internet Partner of L’Oréal New Zealand Fashion Week. 

According to Alexa, Lucire is one of the top-ranked pure-play fashion titles in the world. 

About Briar Shaw 

Born in Pukekohe and based in Auckland, Briar Shaw is an alumna of Massey University's School of Design and the National College of Design & Technology, now Natcoll. 

Ms Shaw has always been interested in taking photographs. However, it wasn't until she was working in a design museum in Switzerland that she decided to make it her career. Her first fashion assignment was for an exclusive shoot for Lucire's fifth anniversary. 

Some of her work can be viewed online at http://www.briarshaw.co.nz. 

About L’Oréal New Zealand Fashion Week 

L'Oréal New Zealand Fashion Week is designed to showcase to the world New Zealand's "defiantly different" fashion attitude. A number of new prominent, high-profile buyers and media will be invited to attend this year's event together with many who attended last year and are keen to come back. The official web site is at http://www.nzfashionweek.com. 

About Angeline Harrington 

Since graduating in 1996, Harrington has worked for World and Zambesi and was a finalist in the 2002 Deutz Fashion Ambassador award and participated in last year's Ponsonby Fringe Festival (GPK Venue). 

Angeline is motivated by her love of garment construction and the design process and by being in a position to empower women, encouraging them to develop their unique individual style. With strong ready-to-wear collections, precise tailoring and fabrics ranging from dark stark cloth to light feminine geometric designs, the label reflects forward thinking and cleverly constructed pieces. 

About Ng 

With a twenty-year career in fashion design and garments for sale in some of Australasia's most select retailers, Sharon Ng has established herself as a major New Zealand designer. Ng has worked collaboratively with creative New Zealanders including artists Julia Oakley, Bing Dawe and Ralph Hotere who have designed fabrics for her. 

Ng is also committed to making Christchurch a more prolific contributor to New Zealand fashion overall. Her belief in this has seen her establish eight new courses at the Christchurch Polytechnic, including fashion drawing and design, advanced pattern-making and developing fibre skills for craft, as well as regular offers of advice to young fashion graduates looking to start their careers. 

About Sakaguchi 

After graduating from tertiary studies with a Bachelor of Commerce and a never-fading interest in fashion, Takaaki headed for more studies—in fashion design. He then took a position with the giant fashion house Koshino, where he progressed to the position of chief designer and took part twice-yearly in the Paris collections. 

In 1997, having always been interested in the fashion world outside Japan and with a clearly visualized business path, Takaaki chose New Zealand as a base and Christchurch as a launching-pad for his own label, Sakaguchi. 

He now works with the influences of both Japanese kimono and western design, a collision which produces a modern study in opposites: graceful fabrics are softly draped, yet corners are painstakingly mitred and stitched to perfection.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

17 October 2003

GM test results already in doubt 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     Publication of the results of the UK's study of genetically modified crops, the biggest conducted anywhere in the world, has already sparked controversy.

     Scientists who tested three GM crops found more damage to wildlife from two, oilseed rape and sugar beet, than from their conventional equivalents. 

     A third biotech plant, a maize, was better for wildlife than normal crops. 

     But some of the researchers say part of the trials will need repeating, as a key herbicide used is being phased out. 

     The dispute over the validity of the results bears out the concerns of some opponents of GM crops, who have been warning that the trials were flawed. 

             If atrazine is withdrawn, we'll have to look at maize again 

             Professor Geoff Squire 

     The farm-scale evaluations (FSEs) looked at how GM herbicide-tolerant (GMHT) crops might

     affect farmland weeds and insects, both of them important food sources for wild creatures. 

     The GMHT crops can be sprayed with a particular weedkiller and still prosper while "pest"

     plants in the field are killed. 

     Critics said the trials were too narrowly focused, ignoring other possible effects like damage to

     consumers' health, cross-pollination with other plants, harm to soil organisms, and the

     long-term transfer of modified genes. 

     Doubts acknowledged 

     They also said the maize tests were invalid and would have to be repeated, because the

     herbicide used on the conventional maize was atrazine, to be phased out by the European

     Union. 

     They were concerned because they thought its eventual replacement might well be more

     wildlife-friendly, cancelling out the advantage which GM maize appears to enjoy. 

     These doubts clearly weighed with the researchers. In a commentary on the FSEs, they write:

     "The actual effects... were remarkably consistent for each crop. 

     "This finding gives us confidence that the findings would represent what would actually

     happen under large-scale growing, unless the management regimes altered somewhat, for

     example if... atrazine was no longer allowed on maize crops..." 

     The chairman of the FSE independent scientific steering committee, Professor Christopher

     Pollock, sees no problem with the maize tests. 

     Timing crucial 

     He told BBC News Online: "Atrazine is in current use, so the data are consistent and have

     value. Calls for the trials to be restarted are perhaps less than wholly appropriate." 

     The leader of the research team, Dr Les Firbank, was less certain. He said: "If the management

     systems changed, we'd have to recalibrate our results, look again at our data, and possibly get

     new data. But we wouldn't have to start again from scratch." 

     But another member of the team, Professor Geoff Squire, went further. He told BBC News

     Online: "The difference we found between conventional and GM crops is explained by the

     timing. The conventional herbicides zap the weeds fairly early on, leaving them time for a later

     surge. 

     "With GM herbicides you can get into the crop and get the weeds later, so they have no

     chance to grow back. 

     "With atrazine, it kills so much of the wildlife because of its persistence and its toxicity. 

     "Obviously, if atrazine is withdrawn, we'll have to look at maize again. This is a package, the

     GM crop and the herbicide. 

     "If either element changes, we shall have to revisit it. I think this is a view shared among the

     research team." 

     Shaping policy 

     The scientists grew the GM plants and their conventional equivalents side by side, and then

     observed the wildlife among the crops and at the field margins. 

     Some insects, such as bees (in beet crops) and butterflies (in beet and rape), were found more

     frequently in and around the conventional crops because there were more weeds to provide

     food and cover. 

     There were also more weed seeds in conventional beet and rape crops than in their GM

     counterparts. But some groups of soil insects were found in greater numbers in the GM beet

     and rape crops. 

     In contrast, growing GM maize was better for many groups of wildlife than conventional maize.

     There were more weeds in and around the biotech maize crops, more butterflies and bees at

     certain times of year, and more weed seeds. 

     The researchers stress that the differences they found are not a result of the way in which the

     crops have been genetically modified. 

     They arose because the GM crops gave farmers taking part in the trial new options for weed

     control. That is, they used different herbicides and applied them differently. 

     The results will now be assessed by Acre (the Advisory Committee on Releases to the

     Environment), which will advise the government on their implications. 

     Ministers will decide whether to allow GM crops to be grown commercially in the UK later this

     year, or early in 2004. 

     The GM rape tested was a spring variety. A winter rape is also being investigated and the

     results of its evaluation will be published next year. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WHO

UN Health Body Offers Global Plan for Safe Bathing

  GENEVA - The World Health Organization (WHO) unveiled plans Thursday to cut the number of deaths from bathing accidents every year - nearly half a million in total - and those caused by infection from polluted waters. 

  Officials of the United Nations agency said poorer countries would be able to boost their tourist trade by adopting the preventative measures laid out in its new 220-page guidelines for governments and local authorities. 

  "Deaths from accidents and drowning, and often long-term illness resulting from pollution in rivers and coastal waters, are a big challenge  to public health administration on all continents," WHO water and sanitation expert Jamie Bartram said. 

  "And because recreational bathing has so many potential health benefits, it becomes even more important to ensure that it is made safer,"  he told a Geneva news conference to launch the guidelines, nearly a decade in preparation. 

  The WHO says 80 percent of drownings, totaling some 400,000 a year among bathers and boaters, as well as near-drownings which can  cause permanent brain damage especially among young children, can be prevented if the right measures are taken. 

  These would include better public education on potential dangers and water safety, strict control on the sale of alcohol near bathing sites,  and provision of trained and equipped lifeguards and rescue services. 

  The guidelines also showed how to set up cheap sampling to provide reliable long-term assessments of pollution levels, which holiday  destination countries could use to demonstrate to potential visitors that their beaches were safe. 

  Story Date: 17/10/2003 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

17 October 2003
UNEP in the news

UNEP warns against destruction of marine ecosystem 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The destruction of ocean ecosystem was posing a serious risk to marine life in the world, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) warned in a new report released here Thursday. Manatees, dugongs and green sea turtles are just some of the growing list of already threatened species at risk from the destruction of ocean seagrass, the report indicates. The first-ever-global survey of the underwater meadows of seagrass that skirt the world's coasts reveals that 15 percent of this unique marine ecosystem has been lost in the past 10 years. The findings give new urgency to protect and conserve these important habitats, which are threatened by runoff of nutrients and sediments from human activities on land, boating, land reclamation and other construction in the coastal zone, dredge- and-fill activities and destructive fisheries practices. The World Atlas of Seagrasses, prepared by the UN Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) provides the first ever-global estimate for seagrasses worldwide: 177,000sq km, or just two-thirds the size of the UK. "We now have a global, scientific view of where seagrasses occur and what is happening to them," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director, who added: "Unfortunately, the scientists have presented us with a worrying story. The report encourages humanity to consider seagrass as one of the most important shallow marine ecosystems to humans, playing a vital role in fisheries, protecting coral reefs by binding sediments, cleaning coastal waters and providing coastal defence from erosion.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng016655&dte=16/10/2003
Pollution of Nairobi River riles environmentalist 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Clean Up the World (CUW) Campaign and Events manager Hannah Arbeid has denounced the scale of pollution in Nairobi River, insisting on the need to scale up clean-up exercises countrywide. Speaking at a seminar on the implementation of CUW environmental initiatives in Kenya, Arbeid expressed dismay at the inadequate support the CUW campaign was getting in its bid to clean up the river. She appealed for increased assistance from governments and the wider public towards clean up exercises, noting that the organization relies solely on volunteer work. CUW, one of the world's most involving and effective environment movements, has mobilized the support of some 40 million people in 120 countries in a dynamic clean up exercise. The Australian-based organization aims to create an international media focus on clean up activities, with a view to raising the awareness of governments, industries and communities about local environmental issues, particularly waste minimization, recycling and waste management. "There is probably nowhere in the world that has not been touched by waste pollution in the world. Yet all the damage we are doing to the world can be corrected. Even one person can make a difference," said UN Environment Programme (UNEP) spokesman Eric Falt. Falt said the philosophy behind the CUW initiative was central to UNEP's strategy in managing the world's environment agenda. He described CUW as "an effort where people can come together in a global banner."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng016745&dte=16/10/2003
General Environmental news
Moroccan, Britain organize seminar on marine pollution 

Rabat, Morocco (PANA) - Morocco and Britain would on 20 October jointly organize a seminar in Casablanca on problems encountered in the collection of waste in urban areas, and on marine pollution, the British embassy in Rabat indicated in a statement Thursday. Facilitators at the seminar would include Moroccan and British experts, including some from one of London's greatest law firms specialized in trade regulations, and reputed for contributing to the drafting of some laws currently in force in Europe.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng016655&dte=16/10/2003
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Customs to monitor anti-ozone substances
Express News Service - New Delhi, October 15: Experts from the United Nations Environment Programme are scheduled to visit the Capital later this month to help prevent global exchange of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS). 
The visit comes after the UNEP signed an MoU with the National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics (NACEN) towards effective monitoring of ODS across the borders. 
http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=65789 

Save Sundarbans
The Independent-Bangladesh, Oct 16, 2003 - One of our proud possessions of undefiled beauty, the Sundarbans is again in the news, and The Independent front-paged a news item about the great forest yesterday detailing concern of environmentalists and ecology-conscious people of the country. A meeting of the senior officials of the government and experts is scheduled to be held today (Thursday) at the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources to discuss the proposed exploration of gas and oil in the Sundarbans by a foreign company. A letter from Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) Chairman Syed Marghub Murshed prompted the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources to convene the meeting to discuss the issue which has evoked severe criticism among the environmentalists both at home and abroad.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/oct/16/16102003ed.htm#A2 

General Environment News

UNEP China Office
China Environment New reports today more than 110 billion yuan (US$13.4 billion) of economic loss is caused by acid rain in China every year, which is about 2-3% of total volume of GDP. It also reports that the area east to Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and south to the Yangtze River has become the World’s third region most seriously affected by acid rain which accounts for 30% of the total land area of China. Sulphur dioxide and acid deposition have caused adverse impacts on natural resources, ecosystems, materials and public health, etc.

People’s Daily and Economic Daily both report today on the launching of pollution control project for the project of transferring water from Jiangsu Province to Shandong Province and Tianjing city. The total investment for the Water Transfer Project is 65 billion yuan (US$7.9 billion) among which, 39 billion yuan (US$4.8 billion) for the water transfer project and 26 billion yuan (US$3.2 billion) for the pollution control project.

People’s Daily reports a workshop on the integrated control of desertification was jointly held by China and European Union on 15 October 2003. The integrated control of desertification and the cooperation plan between China and European Union were discussed at this meeting. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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www.tierramerica.net
Mario Molina:

'We don't need scientific certainty in order to take action'
By Diego Cevallos*
The consequences of failing to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on curbing climate change could be very serious, Mario Molina, Nobel laureate in chemistry, says in a dialogue with Tierramérica.
MEXICO CITY - Scientific certainty is not needed to justify compliance with the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, says Mexican scientist Mario Molina, winner of the 1995 Nobel Prize for Chemistry, criticizing the reasons the United States and Russia cite for not ratifying the treaty. 

Molino, one of the discoverers of the toxic effects of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) on the atmospheric ozone layer, said the implementation of the Protocol is essential, as was the Montreal Protocol (on reducing ozone-depleting substances) in its time. 

But he warns that the international community needs to establish integral, broad-based accords because environmental problems are interrelated, as is the case of climate change and the thinning of the ozone layer. 

- Unlike the 1987 Montreal Protocol, which you and other scientists contributed to through your discoveries, the 1997 Kyoto Protocol has not entered into force, in large part due to the refusal of the United States and Russia to ratify it. What lies ahead for the climate change agreement? 
- The Kyoto problem is more complicated because it is related to the use of energy, and it is more difficult to replace fossil fuels (the combustion of which contributes to global warming) than it was to find a substitute for ozone-destroying CFCs. Furthermore, the issue is complicated by the fact that there is less certainly about the climate change phenomenon. But to use that argument to delay ratification of Kyoto is wrong. We don't need scientific certainty in order to take action. Even if there is a one in 10 chance that nothing serious would happen if we didn't implement the protocol, we must act, because we have only one planet, and the consequences of not taking action could be very serious. 


- Is the Kyoto Protocol or other climate change agreement necessary to help restore the ozone layer? 
- We now have scientific proof that if the Kyoto Protocol is not enacted it will delay the recovery of the ozone layer. The relationship between climate change and the ozone layer exists, although it is somewhat uncertain, because the behavior of the atmosphere is very complex, and does not depend only on temperatures, but also on the amount of water vapor and a series of other subtle factors. It is difficult to establish exactly how these problems are connected, but we do know that they are. 

- So you would support a complementary approach to the Montreal and Kyoto Protocols? 
- Yes, the idea would be to have international agreements that tackle the problems together, because now in practice they are handled separately, and success is therefore more difficult. Climate change has many causes, and the most notorious is carbon dioxide, which is produced by the combustion of fossil fuels, but also by the burning of biomass. However, there are other connections. For example, the CFCs, in addition to destroying ozone, are greenhouse gases (which retain atmospheric heat and lead to global warming), and suspended particulates in the atmosphere influence the behavior of clouds and climate. It is clear that humanity is altering the environment in an extreme way. 


- Recent studies show that the depletion of the ozone layer in the upper atmosphere is slowing, but that the same is not occurring in the lower atmosphere, where 80 percent of ozone is located. What do these results mean? 
- Progress in regards to ozone has been very clear. Now we can measure that in the upper atmosphere there is less accumulation of compounds harmful to the ozone layer. The problem is that these compounds persist for many decades, and what we see today, especially in the lower atmosphere are effects of gases emitted years ago. We will not see the effects of the Montreal Protocol until around the middle of this century, because all of the harmful chemicals we produced in the past century are going to remain for many decades. 


- The attitude of Washington and U.S. industries does not seem to be geared towards compliance with international treaties on the environment, or developing alternative energies. Do you think that will change? 
- I am not optimistic. It is essential that the industrialized countries make much greater investments today in developing new technologies. They should implement a series of measures aimed at using fossil fuels with greater efficiency and the introduction of technologies that are close at hand. Furthermore, they know that they should share these advances with developing countries that don't have the resources for research, and which for now are copying the development of the rich countries

New York Times

Coca Culture

By LEONIDA ZURITA-VARGAS

COCHABAMBA, Bolivia — There has been rioting in Bolivia for nearly four weeks now.
News reports say that the riots have been over the construction of a pipeline to ship natural gas to the United States. That's true, but there's a deeper anger at work: anger toward the United States and its war against a traditional Bolivian crop, coca.

You see, because of the American drug problem, we can no longer grow coca, which was part of our life and our culture long before the United States was a country. This is why many of the people protesting in La Paz and other cities are peasants whose families have cultivated coca for generations.

My tribe, the Quechua, comes from the lowland jungles of the Chapare in central Bolivia. We are used to chewing coca leaves every day, much as Americans drink coffee. We sustained ourselves by growing coca for chewing and for products like shampoo, medicinal teas and toothpaste. We did not turn coca into cocaine; the chemicals needed for that are made in countries like the United States. Bolivia now allows us to grow a very small amount of coca, but it is not enough.

I am a cocalera. I owe my life to coca. My father died when I was 2 and my mother raised six children by growing coca. I was a farmer myself, growing coca for traditional purposes. But the United States says it is better for us to just forget about coca. In the early 1990's, Bolivian officials distributed American money — $300 to $2,500 per farm — and told us to try yucca and pineapples. But 60 pineapples earn us only about eight bolivianos (about $1). And unlike coca, yucca and pineapples are difficult to carry to the cities to sell, and they spoil. So many farmers returned to growing coca. 

Then in 1998, the Bolivian government announced it would eradicate coca farms through a military program financed by the Americans. Soldiers came to the Chapare and destroyed our coca crops with machetes. School teachers were beaten, and some houses were burned down. 

When I saw that, I couldn't be quiet. I helped to organize people village by village, and I became leader of a national association of peasant women. Eventually we were joined in our protests by other social movements and unions. We have continued to grow. Evo Morales, the head of the national coca growers' union, even came in second in the 2002 presidential election. He got 21 percent of the vote, while the current president, Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada, got 22 percent. 

I think Mr. Morales would win today. Bolivians have grown tired of Mr. Sánchez de Lozada's free-market, pro-United States policies, which have not lowered our high rate of unemployment. The president's willingness to build a pipeline through Chile to export our natural gas to the United States has made many more people join the anti-government protests the cocaleros started.

To me, real success in the war on drugs would be to capture and prosecute the big drug traffickers, and for the United States to stop its own citizens from using drugs. The war on the cocaleros has brought Bolivia nothing but poverty and death.

Now tanks surround the presidential palace in La Paz. Fourteen people died in riots there on Monday alone. Unless the United States and its allies like Mr. Sánchez de Lozada stop their war against us, Bolivia will have neither peace nor a future. 

Leonida Zurita-Vargas is secretary general of Bartolina Sisa, an association of peasant women. This article was written with Maria Cristina Caballero, a Colombian journalist and fellow at Harvard's Center for Public Leadership.
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INTERAMERICAN COMMISSION OF HUMAN RIGHTS GIVES AUDIENCE TO ECUADORIAN SARAYACU   
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The Interamerican Commission of Human Rights, CIDH, OAS organism, will give Public Audience to  the indigenous community of the Ecuadorian Amazon Sarayacu, tomorrow Thursday, October 16th. They denounce that the Government didn’t fulfill the precautionary measures in favor of their community.  

On May 5th, the CIDH welcomed the accusations of  the Sarayacu community against the Ecuadorian State on human rights violation.  The indigenous people argued then that the presence of the oil company CGC Chevron threatened their habitat, biodiversity, natural resources and their right to be and live as a town and blamed the State for sponsoring the works of the oil company.  Afterwards, the CIDH determined precautionary measures that forced the Ecuadorian State to  "assure the life and the physical, psychic and moral integrity of the members of the indigenous community Sarayacu that could be threatened by the army or civil persons that don’t belong to the community."    

Mario Santi, President of Sarayacu,  expressed  that by not fulfilling this measure, Lucio Gutiérrez Government has favored "a continuous persecution to the indigenous nations and to the members of Sarayacu that struggle to protect their ancestral rights and territory."  

On the other hand, José Serrano of the Center of Economic and Social Rights, legal sponsor of the Sarayacu, has expressed that “the non fulfillment of the precautionary measures established by the Interamerican Commission by the authorities of the Ecuadorian government is the reaffirmation of a disastrous precedent on the constant and systematic violation to the human rights for Ecuador before the national and international communities...The authorities of the Ecuadorian Government will assume the responsibilities for the punishments that could be given to the country for the non fulfillment of the mandatory international resolutions for Ecuador."

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General:

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good Afternoon.

           The Under-Secretary-General for the Office of Internal Oversight Services, Mr. Dileep Nair, who was to be our  guest today, will be joining us tomorrow instead.  He recognizes an unbeatable adversary when he sees one.  And, after this Iraq thing blows over, he’ll be here to talk to you about his annual report. That report, by the way, is out on the racks today.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council unanimously adopted a follow-up resolution on Iraq this morning, resolution 1511.

           Speaking immediately after the vote, the Secretary-General commended the members of the Council for

     having reached what he called a “significant agreement”, which addresses the complex situation in Iraq.

           He acknowledged that the process had been difficult but that today’s outcome clearly showed the will of

     Council members to place the interests of the Iraqi people above all other considerations.

           The Secretary-General went on to say the he would do his utmost to implement this resolution, bearing in

     mind his responsibilities to the safety and security of UN staff.  He said, “I am grateful to the Council for the flexibility that the new resolution gives me in this respect”.

           He reiterated the UN’s determination to continue helping the Iraqi people as best as is possible, both from

     inside and outside the country, primarily with humanitarian aid.

           “I have no doubt”, he said, “that we all look forward to the earliest possible establishment of an elected

     Government that will return Iraq to full sovereignty”.

           We have the full text of his comments upstairs.

           **Security Council -- CTC

           Also on the agenda of the Security Council today is an open debate, during which members are to hear a

     periodic update on the work of the Counter-Terrorism Committee by its Chairman, Ambassador Inocencio Arias of  Spain.

           The Counter-Terrorism Committee, known as the CTC, established by the Security Council in its resolution 1373, is a monitoring body that aims to increase the capacity of States to fight terrorism.  The CTC is not a sanctions committee and does not have a list of terrorist organizations or individuals.

           In addition to the briefing, there are more than 30 speakers on the list for this meeting.

           **Iraq Compensation

           The UN Compensation Commission made available today more than $196 million to 26 governments and three international organizations.

           Today’s payment brings the overall amount of compensation made available to date by the Commission to

     close to $18 billion.

           As you know, the Compensation Commission is a subsidiary body of the Security Council established in 1991 to process claims and pay compensation for losses resulting from Iraq's invasion and occupation of Kuwait.

           A full press release is available upstairs.

           **Statement on Death of Moktar Ould Daddah

           We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the death of Moktar Ould Daddah:

           “The Secretary-General was saddened to learn of the death of Moktar Ould Daddah, who led Mauritania to

     independence and served as the country’s first president from 1961 to 1978.  He joins other Africans in mourning yet another of modern Africa’s founding fathers -— one of the continent’s pioneers, who through his courage and commitment propelled his people to freedom and worked for social and economic development in the post-colonial  era.”

           **China

           I was asked yesterday about whether the UN flag had been flown during the flight of the Shen Zhou V

     spacecraft, and I can confirm that not one but two UN flags were on board the craft during its historic flight, as a symbol of the firm commitment to use outer space for peaceful purposes and for the betterment of all humankind.

           We have been informed that the UN flags that were on board the Shen Zhou will later be presented to the

     Secretary-General here at UN Headquarters, in keeping with the past practice in which Secretaries-General are

     presented with UN flags that have been flown in space.

           We have a statement attributable to the Spokesman upstairs, in which the Secretary-General extends his

     warm congratulations to the astronaut on board the spacecraft, Yang Liwei, and to the people of China, on the

     successful conclusion of this historic mission.  The Secretary-General hopes that it will usher in a new era of

     international cooperation in the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space.

           **OIC Speech

           Earlier today in Putrajaya, Malaysia, a message from the Secretary-General to the tenth summit of the

     Organization of the Islamic Conference cited the rich history of Islam and asserted, “There is nothing natural or inevitable about the sad state in which so much of the Islamic world finds itself today”.

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, read out the message on the Secretary-General’s behalf, saying, “The Muslim peoples are capable of much greater things –- and they know it”.   Most Islamic societies have fallen far behind in a rapidly changing world, the Secretary-General contends.

           He says that “the path of political reform, education and development is the only one that offers real hope of a  more prosperous present and a glorious future”.

           He draws attention to the suffering of Muslims in many parts of the world, emphasizing that the “Road Map” devised by the Quartet is the only route that holds any promise of freedom for the Palestinians, while he asserts that Iraqis need an inclusive political process that enjoys the widest possible support and commitment, both at home and abroad.

           We have copies of that message in my office.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan has lifted its suspension of road travel from Mazar-e-Sharif to the west.  The Mission said that the situation in the area where the recent fighting took place is reported to be calm, with the     agreements of 9 and 11 October holding.

           Troops have been withdrawn while armoured vehicles belonging to the Jamiat and Jumbesh factions have been returned to their respective bases.  A 278-strong, Kabul-based police contingent arrived yesterday in Mazar.  The deployment of the policemen to Mazar was one of the terms of the 9 October agreement.

           UN road missions to Maimana in Faryab province have also resumed, following suspensions that were put in place after fighting there on 7 October.  The city is calm and the police have now taken over the security.  Jumbesh  troops, which had taken the city during the fighting, have reportedly withdrawn to their barracks.

           For other developments in Afghanistan, please pick up the briefing note from Kabul in my office.

           **World Food Prize

           The Secretary-General today offered his congratulations to his Under-Secretary-General for Management,

     Catherine Bertini, who tonight will receive the World Food Prize for her efforts in fighting global hunger when she was Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP).

           “Thanks to her outstanding leadership, the World Food Programme is today on the front lines of the world’s battle against hunger”, the Secretary-General said in a video message to the World Food Prize Symposium, which takes place tonight in Des Moines, Iowa.  “Its staff have made many sacrifices in the line of duty, and have helped save millions from the scourge of famine.  Let’s congratulate them, too”, he says.

           Bertini plans to donate the award, which is worth $250,000, to the Friends of the World Food Programme, to help fund education initiatives for girls, which she says “represents the fastest and most efficient way to saving and improving people’s lives in poor countries”.

           James Morris, the current Executive Director of WFP, announced that the agency would match the $250,000 award and allocate the same amount of money to the girls’ education initiatives that Bertini will support.

           We have a press release upstairs with more details.

           **World Food Day

           The Secretary-General marks this year’s World Food Day by noting that the Millennium Development Goals will be met only if we forge a true “International Alliance against Hunger” -– an alliance encompassing governments, international organizations, civil society, the private sector, religious groups and individuals.  His message has been put out as a press release.

           Today, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Director-General Jacques Diouf appealed for an international alliance against hunger, as FAO commemorated its foundation in 1945.

           Also today, the World Food Programme (WFP) marked World Food Day by announcing that it has joined as a  co-sponsor of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).  WFP committed $195 million to AIDS programs in 2002.

           **Early Warning

           Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland opened the Second International Conference on Early Warning in Bonn, Germany today.

           This conference, hosted by the Government of Germany and the UN International Strategy for Disaster

     Reduction, aims to identify ways to improve the use of early warning mechanisms in reducing the human, economic and environmental losses from natural disasters.  A checklist on how to integrate early warning into public policies aimed at decision makers is an expected outcome of the conference.

           And that’s all I have for you.  Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Disasters" ��Agence France Presse - UN conference on disasters opens with plea for help�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Atlas" ��ENS - Overlooked Seagrasses Vanishing, New Atlas Shows� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Travel" ��Financial Times (London,England)  -  Responsible travel can be a force for good�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tourism" ��Business News (Puerto Rico) - Does tourism pose a huge threat to the environment?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecosystem" ��PANA - UNEP warns against destruction of marine ecosystem�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��PANA - Pollution of Nairobi River riles environmentalist�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Consumerism" ��Financial Times (London,England) - Guilt is no solution: Encouraging green consumerism:�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Lucire" ��Scoop - �PRIVATE��Anatomy of a Lucire fashion shoot�
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