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Kids at higher UV risk

      BODY:

      A SINGLE case of sunburn can 'significantly' increase a child's risk of getting skin cancer later in life, the

      World Health Organisation warned when it launched a global campaign to educate children about the

      dangers.

         "We know that a child's skin is more sensitive and even a short time in the sun can produce serious

      sunburn," said WHO radiation and environmental health co-ordinator Mike Repacholi.

            "A single sunburn in childhood can significantly increase the risk of developing skin cancer later in life,"

      he added. 

         The WHO campaign, organised with the United Nations' Environment Program (UNEP), aims to help

      schools highlight the dangers of exposure to ultra-violet radiation from the sun and do more to prevent

      melanoma, cataracts and eye damage.

         There are about 130,000 new cases every year of melanoma, a serious form of skin cancer, and averaga

      2.5 million cases of non-malignant melanomas.

         Ultra-violet (UV) rays have increased in intensity in many parts of the world in recent years because the

      protective ozone layer in the earth's atmosphere is thinning due to pollution, scientists say.

         "As ozone depletion becomes more marked and as people around the world engage more in sun-seeking

      behaviour, the risk of developing health complications from over-exposure to UV radiation is becoming a

      substantial public health concern," WHO Director-General Lee Jong-Wook said.

         International scientists warned two weeks ago that the hole in the ozone layer over the South Pole was

      growing again.

         It had been stabilising in recent years thanks to an international agreement to cut emissions of chemicals

      that harm the ozone layer.

         UNEP said without that agreement - the Montreal Protocol - some estimates indicated there would be 130

      million more eye cataracts and 1.5 million more cases of skin cancer in the world.

         The WHO campaign aims to expand to other countries the approach taken in Australia and the US, where

      schools have been involved in sun protection programs for about 20 years.

         It has produced booklets in several languages for primary and secondary schools that encourage children

      to wear hats and sunglasses, teach them the sun can damage skin and eyes, and advise them to stick to

      the shade at some times of the year.

         "We would try and encourage children at school not to be outdoors between around 10 in the morning and

      three in the afternoon," WHO specialist Eva Rehfuss said.

         "A final means of protecting oneself should be sunscreen lotion, but only as a last resort," she added.

         While some ultra-violet exposure is necessary for good health, the campaign also dampens the

      summertime drive for a healthy-looking tan.

         "A tan is really the body's defence against greater ultra-violet exposure," said Mr Repacholi.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Courier Mail (Queensland, Australia)

September 17, 2003 Wednesday

Single dose of sunburn raises kids' cancer risk

A SINGLE case of sunburn can "significantly" increase a child's risk of getting skin cancer later in life, the

      World Health Organisation warned yesterday.

      "We know that a child's skin is more sensitive and even a short time in the sun can produce serious

      sunburn," WHO radiation and environmental health co-ordinator Mike Repacholi said as the organisation

      launched a global campaign to educate children about the dangers.

      "A single sunburn in childhood can significantly increase the risk of developing skin cancer later in life." 

      The WHO campaign, organised with the United Nations' Environment Program, aims to help schools

      highlight the dangers of excessive exposure to ultra-violet radiation from the sun and do more to prevent

      melanoma, cataracts and eye damage.

      There are about 130,000 new cases every year of melanoma, a serious form of skin cancer, and two million

      to three million annual cases of non-malignant melanomas.

      Ultra-violet rays have increased in intensity in many parts of the world in recent years because the

      protective ozone layer in the Earth's atmosphere is thinning due to pollution, scientists say.

      "As ozone depletion becomes more marked and as people around the world engage more in sun-seeking

      behaviour, the risk of developing health complications from over-exposure to UV radiation is becoming a

      substantial public health concern," WHO director-general Lee Jong-Wook said.

      The WHO campaign was launched to mark the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer.

      International scientists warned two weeks ago that the hole in the ozone layer over the South Pole was

      growing again.

      It had been stabilising in recent years thanks to an international agreement to cut emissions of chemicals

      that harm the ozone layer.

      UNEP said without that agreement -- the Montreal Protocol -- some estimates indicated there would be 130

      million more eye cataracts and 1.5 million more cases of skin cancer in the world.

      The WHO campaign aims to expand to other countries the approach taken in Australia and the US, where

      schools have been involved in "sun protection" programs for about 20 years.

      It has produced booklets in several languages for primary and secondary schools that encourage children to

      wear hats and sunglasses, teach them that the sun can damage skin and eyes, and advise them to stick to

      the shade at some times of the year.

      "We would try and encourage children at school not to be outdoors between around 10 in the morning and

      three or four o'clock in the afternoon," WHO specialist Eva Rehfuss said.

      "A final means of protecting oneself should be sunscreen lotion, but this really should be the last resort."

      While some ultra-violet exposure is necessary for good health, the campaign also dampens the summertime

      drive for a healthy-looking tan.

      "A tan, while looking nice, while presented in certain fashions as healthy, in fact is really the body's defence

      against greater ultra-violet exposure," Mr Repacholi said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

September 16, 2003 Tuesday 6:02 PM Eastern Time

WHO warns children about dangers of the sun

A single case of sunburn can "significantly" increase a child's risk of getting skin cancer later in life, the

      World Health Organisation warned on Tuesday, when it launched a global campaign to educate children

      about the dangers.

      "We know that a child's skin is more sensitive and even a short time in the sun can produce serious

      sunburn," WHO radiation and environmental health coordinator Mike Repacholi told journalists.

      "A single sunburn in childhood can significantly increase the risk of developing skin cancer later in life," he

      added. 

      The WHO campaign, organised with the United Nations' Environment Programme (UNEP), aims to help

      schools highlight the dangers of excessive exposure to ultra-violet radiation from the sun and do more to

      prevent melanoma, cataracts and eye damage.

      There are around 130,000 new cases every year of melanoma, a serious form of skin cancer, and two to

      three million annual cases of non-malignant melanomas.

      Ultra-violet (UV) rays have increased in intensity in many parts of the world in recent years because the

      protective ozone layer in the earth's atmosphere is thinning due to pollution, scientists say.

      "As ozone depletion becomes more marked and as people around the world engage more in sun-seeking

      behaviour, the risk of developing health complications from over-exposure to UV radiation is becoming a

      substantial public health concern," WHO Director-General Lee Jong-Wook said in a statement.

      The WHO campaign was launched to mark the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer.

      International scientists warned two weeks ago that the hole in the ozone layer over the South Pole was

      growing again.

      It had been stabilising in recent years thanks to an international agreement to cut emissions of chemicals

      that harm the ozone layer.

      UNEP said that without that agreement -- the Montreal Protocol -- some estimates indicated there would

      be 130 million more eye cataracts and 1.5 million more cases of skin cancer in the world.

      The WHO campaign aims to expand to other countries the approach taken in Australia and the United

      States, where schools have been involved in "sun protection" programmes for about 20 years.

      It has produced booklets in several languages for primary and secondary schools that encourage children to

      wear hats and sunglasses, teach them the sun can damage skin and eyes, and advise them to stick to the

      shade at some times of the year.

      "We would try and encourage children at school not to be outdoors between around 10 in the morning and

      three or four o'clock in the afternoon," WHO specialist Eva Rehfuss said.

      "A final means of protecting oneself should be sunscreen lotion but this really should be the last resort," she

      added.

      While some ultra-violet exposure is necessary for good health, the campaign also dampens the summertime

      drive for a healthy-looking tan.

      "A tan, while looking nice, while presented in certain fashions as healthy, in fact is really the body's defence

      against greater ultra-violet exposure," Repacholi said.

      pac/avz/gil
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Daily News (Bahrain)

Bahrain on track in ozone battle

 By TARIQ KHONJI
Published: 17 September 2003

BAHRAIN is on track towards meeting Montreal Protocol amendments demanding the reduction, and eventually the banning, of ozone depleting substances (ODS).

As the world celebrates International Ozone Day, the kingdom's National Ozone Unit reports that it is ahead of schedule in its programme to reduce the imports of Chloro Fluoro Carbons (CFC) and other substances to meet the protocol's requirements.

"The protocol requires imports to fall by 2005 to 50 per cent of what they were as an average for the years 1995 to 1997 but if everything goes according to plan, imports will fall to 46pc," said national ozone officer and senior environmental specialist Jaffer Ahmed Salman.

The unit, which currently falls under the umbrella of the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife, started its programme informally as early as 1989. 

It was officially started in 1999 following a ministerial decree to fall in line with the international agreement.

"In Bahrain, the average for those three years was 135 tonnes. We managed to reduce that to 125.5 tonnes for 2000 and then to 113.5 tonnes in 2001," continued Mr Salman.

"We went down to 95 tonnes for 2002 and we expect to reduce CFC imports to 88 tonnes this year."

The unit expects to reach its 46pc target before the end of next year with total CFC imports not exceeding 62 tonnes. They should eventually be phased out completely by 2010, according to the protocol.

The theme of the celebration this year is Save Our Sky, There is a Hole Lot More to Do for Our Children.

United Nations Environment Programme Regional Office for West Asia (UNEP/ROWA)) ODS regional network co-ordinator Dr Abdul Elah Al Wadaee said the focus is on children because studies show that they are even more likely to get cancer as a result of the depletion of the ozone layer than adults are.

"The countries of West Asia, including Bahrain and the other Gulf states, have all had many successes in implementing the protocol but there is still a lot more to do.

"While they are all currently in line with their respective programmes, there is still a chance that a few of them may not meet the 2005 deadline for a 50pc reduction."

If that happens then the international community will have to decide what measures to take, he said.

"We are constantly following each of their situations in order to ensure that they don't become victims from their failure to understand the issue and how it may affect their economies if they don't comply.

"The countries of the region are very hot and depend a lot on equipment such as air-conditioners and refrigerators. We are working to help them switch to ozone-friendly technologies," added Dr Al Wadaee.

Bahrain's National Ozone Unit was one of only three in the world awarded the Outstanding National Ozone Unit award by UNEP in 2000. It is applying for consideration for the award again for this year. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Environmental News Network

Children Suffer Most from Effects of Ozone Depletion 



From UNEPTuesday, September 16, 2003GENEVA/PARIS, 16 September 2003 - Every year, there are between 2 and 3 million new cases of non-malignant melanomas and more than 130,000 new melanoma skin cancer cases worldwide(1). An estimated 66,000 deaths occur annually from melanoma and other skin cancers(2).

The cause of many of these skin cancers is ultraviolet radiation (UV) from the sun, and children, who are both most vulnerable and most exposed, are disproportionately affected. In response to the problem, the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and other partners in the Intersun Project are launching a set of new educational materials today. The new package will help children, their families and educators protect children from the risks of developing malignant and non-malignant skin cancers, cataracts and other UV-caused conditions. The materials support recommendations made in "Sun Protection, An Essential Element of Health-Promoting Schools", a part of the WHO Information Series on School Health.

"As ozone depletion becomes more marked and as people around the world engage more in sun-seeking behaviour, the risk of developing health complications from over-exposure to UV radiation is becoming a substantial public health concern", said WHO Director-General Dr. Lee Jong-wook at WHO's Geneva Headquarters.

"Recent scientific findings have shown that the ozone layer is on the road to recovery, but we must remain vigilant and more needs to be done before we can say that the problem is solved for good", said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director. "The phase-out of the ozone depleting pesticide methyl bromide, combating the illegal trade in CFCs and full implementation of the Montreal Protocol in developing countries are all issues that need to be tackled. Only then can we say that the sky above our heads will be safe for our children and their children to come."

"UV radiation is of particular concern because people are often unaware of the health risks. The effects of exposure often do not appear until many years later and over-exposure to the sun poses a risk to all populations, not just fair-skinned ones", said Dr. Mike Repacholi, Coordinator of WHO's Radiation and Environmental Health Unit.

To help people around the world become more aware of the risks from exposure to UV radiation, and to take the measures to prevent over-exposure, the Intersun Project is today launching a School Sun Protection Package. The Package comprises three booklets: a guide for schools and teachers on why and how to develop effective sun education programmes, practical teaching materials for primary school students, and evaluation materials to assess the effectiveness of primary school sun-education programmes.

"We know that by reducing over-exposure of children and adolescents to the sun, we can substantially reduce the risk of contracting skin cancers, cataracts and other conditions which might only appear much later in life. As a significant part of a person's lifetime exposure to UV comes before the age of 18(3), it is obvious that educating children and young people about the dangers of UV exposure is key to preventing the consequences of this, and school programmes have been shown to be the most effective way of reaching and educating children," said Dr. Lee.

"While most of the known melanomas included in the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) statistics occur in the industrialized world, this is not necessarily because only fair-skinned populations are affected by UV radiation. Given adequate reporting mechanisms, we would expect to see many more melanoma cases originating in developing countries. Moreover cataract susceptibility has nothing to do with the skin type and people living close to the equator are most likely to be affected", added Dr. Repacholi.

Cataracts are responsible for more than 8 million Disability-Adjusted Life Years worldwide(4); a comparative risk assessment to estimate the burden of disease attributable to UV radiation is currently under way to try and estimate how many of these cataracts are attributable to sun exposure.

Intersun is a joint project sponsored by WHO, UNEP, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the International Commission for Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (see web site: http://www.who.int/uv/). The School Sun Protection Package documents and further information on are available at the same website.

The new educational materials are being launched on the occasion of the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, which has as its theme this year: "Save O3ur Sky: There is a Hole Lot More to Do for Our Children". More information about this year's Ozone Day is available from the UNEP Ozone Secretariat at http://www.unep.org/ozone/ozone_day2003/ and from UNEP's OzonAction team in Paris at http://www.uneptie.org/ozonaction/, which also includes additional resources for raising awareness among children.


For more information, please contact: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, in Nairobi, on Tel: +254-2-623292, Mobile: +254-733-682656, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org, or Robert Bisset, UNEP Spokesperson for Europe, in Paris, on Tel: +33-1-4437-7613, Mobile: +33-6-2272-5842, E-mail: robert.bisset@unep.fr

At WHO, please contact Gregory Hartl, Communications Adviser, Geneva: +41-22-791-4458, E-Mail: hartlg@who.int, Mobile +41-79-203-6715


(1) International Agency for Research on Cancer, Globocan Study, 2000. 

(2) World Health Report, 2002. 

(3) Wakefield, Bonett, Med J Aus, 1990; Marks, Jolley, Kectsas, Foley, Med J Aus, 1990 

(4) World Health Report 2002
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Day (South Africa)

Bright future for biodiversity hotspot
Newly released global tourism report projects a steep increase in foreign visitors to SA by 2020 

Education and Tourism Correspondent 

SA's tourism industry, which contributes 7,1% to the country's gross domestic product (GDP), is projected to experience rapid growth by 2020, having been identified in a new report as an "important world biodiversity hotspot country". 

In the past decade SA's tourism sector has grown by nearly 500%, an enormous increase that is expected to almost double by 2020, according to the report Tourism and Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism's Global Footprint. 

This means the tourism sector which boasted 11% growth in the first quarter of this year could become the largest job creator and biggest foreign revenue earner for the country. 

Tourism generates 11% of global GDP and employs 200million people. It also transports nearly 700-million international travellers a year, says the report released at the Fifth World Parks Congress in Durban. 

Since the Second World War, the growth of international tourism has been phenomenal. Annual tourist arrivals worldwide increased from 25-million in 1950 to 450-million in 1990. 

Between 1990 and 2000 tourism grew more than 100% in global biodiversity hotspots. SA's Cape floristic region was listed as being among the important global tourism destinations. 

The Conservation International and United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) report said international tourism arrivals in developing countries had increased by an average of 9,5% a year since 1990, compared with 4,6% worldwide. 

Tourism is now a principal export of the 49 least-developed countries and number one for 37 of them. 

"It is considered one of the largest, if not the largest, industries on the planet ... with nature and adventure travel one of the fastest-growing segments within the tourism industry," the Unep report said. 

While tourism provided economic benefits and opportunities for conserving nature, the report warned that tourism development, when not done properly, posed a major threat to biodiversity conservation efforts. 

"At this time in our history, we are at a crossroads in the earth's last strongholds for biodiversity, where nature, struggling communities and the expanding world of tourism meet," said Costas Christ, lead author of the report. 

"By linking tourism development with biodiversity conservation and the wellbeing of local communities, we can ... conserve earth's most endangered ecosystems and help make a significant contribution to alleviating poverty," he said. 

Poorly planned tourism development in the biodiversity hotspots had a range of negative effects. These included removing pristine forests for infrastructure development, pollution, introduction of invasive species, water shortages and degradation of water supplies. 

While economically significant, tourism development could uproot indigenous people, cause an increase in prices of local goods and services, force currency fluctuations and create social and cultural disruption. 

"Tourism has huge potential for good or evil. It is in everyone's interest, particularly the industry's, that the economic power of 21st century tourism is harnessed for the benefit of local people and wildlife," said Unep executive director Klaus Toepfer. 

"Tourism relies on stable and healthy communities and environments. It cannot ruin the very wildlife and landscapes the visitors pay to see and then move on," Toepfer said. 

The report stated that tourism development, guided by the principles associated with ecotourism, could positively affect biodiversity conservation and provide economic alternatives for local communities. 

"Integrating biodiversity conservation into tourism planning can result in better business for the industry, while destroying the environment would be considered synonymous with killing the goose that lays the golden egg," said Russ Mittermeier, president of Conservation International. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Madagascar to Triple Amount of Protected Space 

  DURBAN - Madagascar said yesterday it planned to more than triple the size of its nature reserves to help protect some of the planet's  weirdest and rarest creatures. 

  Long isolated from the rest of the world, the African island's wildlife has evolved in unique and startling ways, making it an ecological  treasure trove. 

  Known for species such as its large hissing cockroach, Madagascar's unusual wildlife includes dozens of species of lemurs, ancient  primates that are distant relations of humans. Madagascar also has dozens of colorful species of chameleons. 

  The Indian Ocean island, the world's fourth largest, is home to some 10,000 endemic plant species, 316 endemic reptile species and 109  species of birds found nowhere else in the world. 

  President Marc Ravalomanana said his government would increase the amount of protected area on the island to 15 million acres from 4.2  million. 

  "In five years we'll do it," he told journalists at the 5th World Parks Congress in Durban, South Africa. Diplomatic sources said the plan  would involve about $150 million of donor funds. 

  Ravalomanana also said the government hoped to plow funds from an expected growth in ecotourism back into conservation. 

  "This historic decision is a gift to the Earth that clearly signals Madagascar's commitment to saving its unique and spectacular wildlife and  habitats," said Claude Martin, director general of the World Wide Fund for Nature. 

  The island has only been inhabited by humans for around 2,000 years but the toll from man's activities has been huge. 

  Conservationists estimate the country's forests have shrunk to 9,000,000 acres from 50 million, felled by the timber industry and growing  and poor rural communities. 

  Many of Madagascar's lemur species are on the brink of extinction and many reserves are too small to sustain a large variety of animals.  Others are poorly protected and suffer from human encroachment. 

  The 10-day parks congress, organized by the World Conservation Union, will end Wednesday with the adoption of a Durban Accord outlining broad goals for the preservation of the planet's natural heritage.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE 

17 September 2003
UNEP in the news

WHO, UNEP keen on health dangers from ozone depletion

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - The UN health and environmental bodies Tuesday launched a set of new educational materials in an effort to protect children from the risks developing malignant and non-malignant skin cancers, cataracts and other UV-caused conditions which causes an estimated 66,000 deaths annually. The World Health Organization says, every year, there are between two and three million new cases of non-malignant melanomas and more than 130 000 new melanoma skin cancer cases worldwide, while an estimated 66,000 deaths occur annually from melanoma and other skin cancers. To help people become more aware of the risks from the exposure to UV radiation and to take measures to prevent over-exposure, WHO, UNEP, the World Meteorological Organization and the International Commission for Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection launched the Intersun joint project consisting of new educational materials. The educational materials include a guide for schools and teachers on why and how to develop effective sun education programmes. The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) launched the materials on the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer whose theme this year is "Save Our Sky: There is a Whole Lot More to Do for Our Children".

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012369&dte=16/09/2003
General Environmental news

Cameroon to host regional forestry headquarters 

Yaounde, Cameroon (PANA) - Cameroon has agreed to host the Conference of Central African Forest Ministers (COMIFAC) Secretariat following the signing of a headquarters agreement between the government and COMIFAC. Cameroon's foreign minister Xavier Ngoubeyou and COMIFAC Executive secretary Massoudi Maya Kano signed the accord. COMIFAC was created in Yaounde in 1999 after a meeting of the six heads of state of the Congo basin countries. It objectives include improving resource management, creating protected cross-border areas and fighting against poaching. Cameroon, Central African Republic, Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and DR Congo comprise COMIFAC member countries.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012457&dte=16/09/2003
Coalition to Promote Conservation Announced

BuaNews (Pretoria): Two major conservation bodies have announced an expanding coalition to promote the protection of the world high seas. The World Commission on Protected Areas' (WCPA) high seas working group and the World Wildlife Fund International (WWFI) made this announcement at the fifth World Parks Congress here yesterday. The WCPA is a body within the World Conservation Union (WCN). This follows the strong endorsement of such an idea by marine participants Congress, where delegates are thrashing a ten-year plan to sustain protected areas. The coalition is working to achieve protection and sustainable use of biological diversity and productivity of the oceans beyond national jurisdiction, with a global representative system of marine protected areas (MPA) networks as a principal tool. Currently about 64 percent of oceans in the world are said to be beyond national jurisdictions and beyond any single nation to manage and protect, thus making marine species vulnerable to pirates. The other task of the coalition would be to finalize a ten-year strategy to promote and establish the representative system of high seas marine protected area networks, a draft of which was circulated during the Congress. It would further provide a forum of discussion with a wide variety of stakeholders, promote identification of pilot MPAs and ensure a steady exchange of scientific, legal and socio-economic research necessary to improve oceans governance.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309160222.html
Earthlife Africa tackles South African nuclear giant 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - Earthlife Africa has lodged an application with the High Court in Cape Town asking it to review and set aside the environmental impact assessment (EIA) authorization granted to Eskom to build a demonstration module Pebble Bed Modular Reactor at Koeberg north of here. Cape Town already has a nuclear power station that supplies much of the electricity needs around the Western Cape province. Earthlife is challenging the EIA authorization, as it believes that the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism made its decision "in a procedurally unfair manner". Earthlife Africa claims that its constitutional right to be heard was violated when the department approved the reactor in June. Although the court papers were lodged on Monday, there is still a long road ahead. The Department will have an opportunity to study Earthlife Africa's arguments and respond. Earthlife Africa will then be able to reply to these responses and only after this procedure has been gone through, will a court hearing date be set.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012353&dte=16/09/2003
Wildlife Victims Want $65,000 for Every Death

The East African (Nairobi): COMMUNITIES LIVING in the neighborhood of wildlife sanctuaries want compensation for wildlife-related losses of property and human life increased - from the current Ksh30, 000 ($394) to over Ksh5 million ($65,785) for deaths caused by wildlife. This is their condition for protecting the resource, which is ranked among Kenya's top five foreign exchange earners. Speaking during the launch of ActionAid's report on the study of human-wildlife conflicts in Kenya, representatives of the mainly pastoralist communities said it was inconceivable that the law on compensation had remained unchanged for over 40 years, despite radical changes in the economic and social life the country had undergone. The report, compiled by the director of the African Conservation Centre says that in the past seven years, nearly 200 people have been killed by wildlife. In areas such as Kieni, near Mt Kenya, communities living next to the national park lost half of their crops to wildlife during this period, resulting  increased dependence on food relief.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309160646.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

                    AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.  As you can see, we have the big changeover today for the Spokesman of the President of

     the General Assembly.  It’s Michele Montas, or perhaps she prefers to be called spokeswoman, I’ll leave that up to  her.

           **Noon Guest

           Our guest at the noon briefing was to have been Ross Mountain, the Special Humanitarian Coordinator for

     Liberia.  He is still in Security Council consultations, and we’re not sure he’s going to make it by the end of this  briefing, so we may have to squawk when he will be free to come to this room to speak to you, in the event that he doesn’t make it.

           **Security Council-Liberia

           On the Security Council, they began their work today with an open briefing on the Secretary-General’s report  on Liberia by Special Representative Jacques Klein.  Council members then moved into consultations on Liberia.  In  his briefing, Klein talked about an obligation to assist in putting an end to this cycle of brutality, violence, corruption  and instability that has destroyed the social fabric of society and has also spilled over the borders of Liberia,  profoundly affecting the region.

           He said that the multinational force that is now presently in Liberia, with Security Council approval, will be replaced by a United Nations Force on

     1 October.  This UN Force, he said, must be credible, well trained and fully equipped.  Its leadership must be focused,  impartial and experienced and professional.  He went on to say that one of the major challenges will be the  disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of all ex-combatants.  Therefore, it must be stressed, adequate and secure financing for the programme is critical.

           In the report, the Secretary-General recommends that the Council authorize deployment of a multidimensional  peacekeeping operation in Liberia, under Chapter VII of the Charter, with troop strength of 15,000 and up to 875 civilian police officers and an additional five armed formed units [of police] each comprising 120 officers.  Copies of the report which detail key elements for the mission, Klein’s statement and highlights from the report are all available in my Office.

                 **Security Council-Middle East

           The Security Council is also scheduled to hold consultations this morning on the Middle East, following

     yesterday afternoon's consultations in which Syria presented a draft resolution on which it is seeking a vote.

           Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council also issued a press statement condemning the coup in

     Guinea-Bissau.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo informed us that during an aerial patrol today, a UN helicopter spotted a truck carrying armed militias heading towards Bunia.  When the patrolling helicopter saw that weapons were pointed at it, it fired shots at the truck in self-defence.  Two militia members were hit.

           Yesterday, firings erupted in Bunia after the UN Ituri brigade began conducting cordon and search operations  to ensure that the town was weapon free by 10 a.m. local time.  The UN peacekeepers went to the compound used by  the Union of Congolese Patriots (or UPC) and found and confiscated a stockpile of arms and ammunition.

           Demonstrations organized by UPC supporters then took place in different locations across the town to protest  the UN-led operation.  The Ituri brigade proceeded to disperse the demonstrators, but at no time did it open fire on the  civilian population.  In the course of the afternoon, UPC militiamen opened fire on UN soldiers, however, prompting an immediate riposte by the peacekeepers.

           In the past 24 hours, the UN Mission arrested about 100 people, including some top UPC military officials. 

     The situation in Bunia remains tense.

           **Timor-Leste

           At a ceremony today held in Baucau, the second largest city in Timor-Leste, UN Police handed over the

     security in the city to the country’s police force.

           The Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Timor-Leste, Sukehiro Hasegawa, in his

     remarks at the ceremony, reminded Timor-Leste Police officers that their newly-acquired authority comes with great  responsibilities.  He also pledged that the UN Mission would continue to work closely with the Government and the district administration, adding that nine UN Police Technical Advisers will remain in the district.

           Baucau is the 12th district where policing responsibilities were handed over from the UN to Timor-Leste.  Only Dili District now still remains under UN Police and the handover is scheduled to take place in January.

           Also on Timor-Leste, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) issued an appeal for emergency food aid for

     110,000 impoverished people, as a result of a two-year drought stalking the highlands of Timor-Leste.  In order to  prevent further deterioration in their health, WFP will give some 24,800 rural families a

     55-kilogram monthly ration of maize or rice and beans for four months starting in November.  We have a press release  with more details on that.

           **Secretary-General Report on Sierra Leone

           The 19th report of the Secretary-General on the UN Mission in Sierra Leone is out on the racks today.  The

     report observes that further progress achieved towards peace consolidation and the overall security environment in the  country have enabled the UN Mission to continue the progressive drawdown of its military component.

           While noting encouraging developments, such as progress made in the reintegration of ex-combatants, the

     report flags areas where serious challenges remain, such as enhancing the capacity of the Sierra Leone police and army and ensuring control of diamond mining in the country.

           The Secretary-General recommends that the Security Council extend the mandate of the UN mission in Sierra Leone for a further period of six months, until the 31st of March of next year, given the need to continue the gradual drawdown without jeopardizing the security situation.

           **Central African Republic

           The Security Council President, British Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, in a letter to the Secretary-General,

     accepts a one-year extension, until the 31st of December of next year, of the UN Peace-building Support Office in the Central African Republic.

           **HIV/AIDS Commission

           The Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa, chaired by K.Y Amoako, the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), will be officially launched tomorrow in Addis Ababa.  With its secretariat  at the ECA, the Commission’s mandate is to study the impact of HIV/AIDS on State structures and Africa’s Economic Development.  We have a press release with more details.

           **Prayer Service

           Yesterday evening, the Secretary-General attended the annual prayer service held at the Holy Family Church in New York that takes place before the start of the General Assembly every year, and he said that, following last  month’s “brutal and barbaric” bombing in Iraq, “We need the comfort of sharing our grief with friends.”

           Yet, he added, as the work of healing begins, “we must learn to draw strength and purpose from this

     experience”, and he asked for prayers for the United Nations and the staff it had lost, and also to pray for Iraq and the whole family of nations.  His remarks are out as a press release today.

           **Ozone Layer

           The Secretary-General today observed the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer with a message in which he notes that recent findings by atmospheric scientists show that the level of chlorine in the upper atmosphere is at or near its peak, and we are now seeing the first signs of the recovery of the ozone layer.

           However, he warns, “we cannot be complacent”.  Even greater political commitment and further action is

     required to ensure full compliance with the Montreal Protocol on Substances That Deplete the Ozone Layer.  We have copies of his message upstairs.

           Also today, the UN Environment Programme warned that every year ultraviolet radiation from the sun, one of  the consequences of the depletion of the ozone layer, results in between 2 million and 3 million cases of

     non-malignant melanomas and more than 130,000 new melanoma skin cancer cases worldwide.

           **Human Rights

           On human rights, four independent experts appointed by the Secretary-General to follow up on the 2001 World Conference against Racism are meeting today for the first time in Geneva, to begin three days of discussions on how they will carry out their mandate.  The experts –- Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, Edna Maria Santos Roland of  Brazil, Salim Ahmed Salim of the United Republic of Tanzania, and Hanna Suchocka of Poland -– will also discuss  cooperation with the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

           **Hammarskjöld

           Tomorrow at 10 a.m., the Secretary-General will lay a wreath in the Visitors’ Lobby outside the UN Meditation  Room to commemorate the 42nd anniversary of the death of Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld.

           Then, this Friday, also at 10 a.m., the Secretary-General will participate in the annual ringing of the Peace Bell in the Japanese Garden, and will deliver a message of peace in advance of the International Day of Peace, which will  be formally held this Saturday.

           **UNICEF

           The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today said that, while over the last two weeks schools have  been opening again worldwide for the start of the new school year, some 123 million school-aged children are currently  being left out.  The UNICEF also said that, globally, girls make up the majority of this group, with 66 million girls of school age not in school.  There’s a press release with more details.

           **General Debate Security Arrangements

           I was asked a bit earlier this week when the Chief of UN security, Mike McCann, would brief you on the

     special arrangements for this year’s general debate, and it will be tomorrow at 12:45 p.m., and he’ll go over all the  rules that you have to follow as you cover the general debate period, which, of course, is a time of maximum high security here at the UN.

           **Tomorrow’s Noon Guest

           And finally, the guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy, who will be joined by the Secretary-General’s Adviser on Sport for Development and Peace, Adolph Oggi.  They will be briefing  you on the report of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Sport and Development for Peace, which they will be presenting to  the Secretary-General sometime tomorrow morning.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Yesterday the Secretary-General expressed regret at the inconclusive character of the discussions  at Cancun.  What does he think should be done now?

           Spokesman:  I think if you look at the statement we issued yesterday, he mentioned that one of the positive

     elements of Cancun was the way the developing countries had effectively banded together and presented their case,  and I think he said he hoped that all parties to that conference would go home, rethink, and come back ready to  negotiate once again in good faith to try to get a trade agreement in the next year or so.  Of course, 2005 was the  self-imposed deadline by the World Trade Organization to complete negotiations on a new trade agreement.

           Question:  Do you have any further information about the situation in Cyprus?

           Spokesman:  To my knowledge, nothing new on Cyprus.  The Secretary-General has indicated that he would once again get actively involved if he received from the parties some serious and credible expression of their willingness to once again negotiate [on the basis of his plan, but that commitment is not in place from all parties at  this time].

           Question:  Do you have any details on the coup in Guinea-Bissau?

           Spokesman:  We do have an office in Guinea-Bissau.  I’d have to see what details, if any, they may have

     reported to UN Headquarters.  The Secretary-General’s statement of yesterday, and the Security-Council’s press statement of last night, both condemned the coup, which, of course, is consistent with the African Union’s position  that there should be no change of government in Africa except by constitutional means.  But, whether we have any  actual details on the coup, I don’t know, I’d have to check for you.

           Question:  You also mentioned that the Secretary-General is going to lay a wreath for Dag Hammarskjöld. 

     What about the others that died with him?

           Spokesman:  Don’t take me too literally on that.  The Secretary-General goes down to the meditation room

     every year at the beginning of the General Assembly.  It’s, of course, a special memorial for the Secretary-General, but  it is in no way intended to diminish the grief that we also share for his colleagues that died with him.

           Michele.  Welcome to your first briefing.

           Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President

           Thank you Fred, and good afternoon.

           I would first like to say that I am looking forward to working with you during the 58th session of the General Assembly.

           As you know, the 58th session will open this afternoon with an address by the new President of the

     Assembly, Senator the Honorable Julian Robert Hunte, Minister for External Affairs, International Trade and Civil Aviation of Saint Lucia.

           Mr. Hunte has extensive experience in the multilateral process and a keen interest in the issues of regional

     cooperation.  He was Saint Lucia’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United Nations from 1998 to  2001.  At the regional level, Mr. Hunte has provided leadership for standing bodies of the Caribbean Community  (CARICOM), where he served as Chair of the Council for Foreign and Community Relations in 2002 and 2003.

           In his country, Saint Lucia, President Hunte has a long career from trade unionist to business executive, from Mayor of the capital, to head of Saint Lucia’s opposition Labor Party, to Senator.  You can find his biography in the press kit.  It is now available right here and on the 3rd floor.

           Endorsed by CARICOM heads of government, and later by the Latin American and Caribbean Group at the United Nations, President Hunte was elected to lead the 58th session on 6 June 2003.  You should note that Saint Lucia is the smallest Member State to accede to the

     presidency of the General Assembly.

           The priorities of this 58th session are to highlight development issues and to provide effective leadership on UN  reform and questions of international peace and security.

           President Hunte feels strongly that we must reassert the authority of the General Assembly as a principal

     policy-making organ of the United Nations.

           The General assembly should, in particular, be at the centre of the unfolding socio-economic transformation of  the world and ensure coherence in the system.

           It is a challenge for many developing countries to disentangle the rules of the system while they confront other  serious economic problems, including mounting debt, falling commodity prices, increasing poverty and the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

           President Hunte also feels that the international community must deliver on the promises made at Monterrey and in the Millennium Development Declaration.  He attaches particular importance to the high-level plenary meeting planned for next week, 22 September, on HIV/AIDS and the one on financing for development to be held on 29 to 30 October.

           President Hunte will be available this coming Friday to answer the questions you might have.  His press

     conference will be here in room 226, 11 a.m. Friday.

           During the last three months, Mr. Hunte and his CARICOM cabinet have held extensive consultations on

     revitalization efforts to firmly re-establish the General Assembly as the premier policy-setting body of the United  Nations.  The Government of Saint Lucia and the President have assembled a cabinet from among senior diplomats  and professionals from several CARICOM countries, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Guyana, Jamaica, Haiti,  Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago.

           Any questions?



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "UVrisk" ��


Gold Coast Bulletin (Australia) - Kids at higher UV risk�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sunburn" ��Courier Mail (Queensland, Australia) - Single dose of sunburn raises kids' cancer risk�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sun" ��Agence France Presse - WHO warns children about dangers of the sun�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��Daily News (Bahrain) - Bahrain on track in ozone battle�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Children" ��Environmental News Network - Children Suffer Most from Effects of Ozone Depletion�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Biodiversity" ��Business Day (South Africa) - Bright future for biodiversity hotspot�
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