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U.N. Seeks Limits on Pesticide Harming Ozone Layer
Thu 16 September, 2004 17:09 

	


OSLO (Reuters) - The world should crack down further on the use of the pesticide methyl bromide which is damaging the ozone layer, the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) said on Thursday. 

UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said in a statement that there were "significant knowledge gaps" on the worldwide usage of methyl bromide, which is meant to be phased out in farming under a U.N. pact to help repair the ozone layer. 

It urged nations to "redouble efforts to assess the quantities being used to kill pests on shipments of rice, maize, nuts and other big commodity export crops." 

The ozone layer is a 20 mile high shield filtering harmful levels of the sun's ultraviolet rays. A number of chemicals, such as refrigerants and aerosols, have been phased out under the 1987 Montreal protocol. 

But UNEP said there were lingering loopholes for methyl bromide, which kills everything from beetles to moths, with some experts estimating that a fifth of worldwide usage was excluded from controls. 

"Pest-control purposes, involving exports of commodity crops, animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets, are exempted from the international phase out," UNEP said in a statement. Even so, Toepfer said that "efforts to repair the ozone layer have been one of the great environmental success stories." 

"Scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing out on numerous ozone damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired. But this is far from guaranteed," he said. 

Under the Montreal protocol, developed countries are due to end use of methyl bromide on farms by the end of 2005. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ABCNEWS.Com 

U.N. Seeks Limits on Pesticide Harming Ozone Layer

Sept. 16, 2004 — OSLO (Reuters) - The world should crack down further on the use of the pesticide methyl bromide which is damaging the ozone layer, the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) said on Thursday. 

UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said in a statement that there were "significant knowledge gaps" on the worldwide usage of methyl bromide, which is meant to be phased out in farming under a U.N. pact to help repair the ozone layer.

It urged nations to "redouble efforts to assess the quantities being used to kill pests on shipments of rice, maize, nuts and other big commodity export crops."

The ozone layer is a 20 mile high shield filtering harmful levels of the sun's ultraviolet rays. A number of chemicals, such as refrigerants and aerosols, have been phased out under the 1987 Montreal protocol.

But UNEP said there were lingering loopholes for methyl bromide, which kills everything from beetles to moths, with some experts estimating that a fifth of worldwide usage was excluded from controls.

"Pest-control purposes, involving exports of commodity crops, animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets, are exempted from the international phase out," UNEP said in a statement. Even so, Toepfer said that "efforts to repair the ozone layer have been one of the great environmental success stories."

"Scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing out on numerous ozone damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired. But this is far from guaranteed," he said.

Under the Montreal protocol, developed countries are due to end use of methyl bromide on farms by the end of 2005. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

China Daily
September 17, 2004

LENGTH: 500 words
Nation ensures ozone layer protection goal

BODY:


XI'AN: China will reach its goal of phasing out ozone depleting substances (ODSs) by 2010 on time, a senior environmental official said yesterday. The Chinese Government's commitment to the protection of the ozone layer has made remarkable progress, said Vice-Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration Wang Jirong.

She was attending a celebration held in Xi'an, Northwest China's Shaanxi Province, which was to commemorate yesterday's 10th International Ozone Day. Under the national ODSs phase-out plans, the production and consumption of major ODSs have been greatly reduced in China. 

By the end of last year, the production output and consumption of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) had dropped by 40 per cent and 55 per cent respectively in comparison to that in 1997. Meanwhile, the production and consumption of Halons had dropped 85 per cent. CFCs are more widely known as freon. Halon, another ozone-depleting substance, is used mainly as a fire-extinguishing agent. "We are confident of our ability to reach the goal set for 2010 to reduce the production output and consumption of major ODSs to zero and will thus realize the Chinese Government's commitment to the international community," Wang said. US $ 740 million of funds have been approved by the Multilateral Fund to support China's phase-out efforts, involving more than 400 projects, Wang said. The Montreal Protocol on Substances That Deplete the Ozone Layer was signed in 1987, calling for a stop to the production and consumption of compounds that deplete the ozone layer. The Multilateral Fund is a financial mechanism created to help developing countries meet the agreed incremental costs of fulfilling the protocol's control measures.

After years of development, China's enterprises and research bodies have been able to develop and produce a series of ODS substitutes, Wang added. In addition, the country has set up and improved a system of policies, laws and regulations on the phase-out of ODSs.

Marco Antonio Gonzalez, executive secretary of the United Nations Environment Programme Ozone Secretariat, said China's achievements in ozone layer protection are noticeable. However, China needs to strengthen the enforcement framework to control the production, consumption and trade of ODSs, he said. There is also a need to focus on research and development of ODS substitutes, he added.

Yesterday at the celebration, nine organizations, companies and individuals were granted Ozone Layer Protection Contribution Awards, which were set up last year to reward those making remarkable contributions to the protection of the ozone layer. The production and consumption of ozone-depleting substances in the past several decades have caused substantial damage to the ozone layer.

The international community agreed at the Vienna Convention in 1985 and the Montreal Protocol in 1987 to try to control the problem. In 1995, the UN decided to mark September 16 as International Ozone Day.
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Le Figaro

17 septembre 2004
RUBRIQUE: Sciences & Santé

LONGUEUR: 253 mots

TITRE: Le trou dans la couche d'ozone fait débat

AUTEUR: C. M.

TEXTE-ARTICLE:
La couche d'ozone est-elle en train de se reconstituer, comme le pensent certains scientifiques ? Le débat fait rage. Début septembre, les données d'Envisat ont montré que le début de l'ouverture du trou de la couche d'ozone au-dessus de l'Antarctique est intervenu deux semaines plus tard que l'an dernier. 

Un phénomène constaté depuis les années 80 à la fin de chaque hiver austral, courant août. De quoi relancer les spéculations. D'aucuns y voient déjà le signe de la reconstitution de la couche d'ozone stratosphérique, épaisse de 32 kilomètres et qui protège la vie sur Terre des rayons ultraviolets. A leurs yeux, c'est la conséquence de l'interdiction, par le protocole de Montréal de 1987, ratifié depuis par 178 pays, des CFC contenus dans les bombes aérosols. D'autres estiment que ces résultats peuvent être simplement imputables à des variations météorologiques. Klaus Toepfer, directeur exécutif du programme de l'ONU pour l'environnement (Pnue) a d'ailleurs exhorté, hier, à redoubler d'efforts pour limiter l'utilisation de bromure de méthyle, pesticide agricole dont l'usage doit être éliminé d'ici à la fin de l'année. Or certains fermiers font pression pour obtenir des dérogations. «Les modèles montrent qu'il faudra encore quarante ans pour récupérer la même quantité d'ozone», estime Jean-Loup Bertaux, directeur de recherche au service d'aéronomie du CNRS et à l'origine de l'outil d'Envisat Gomos. Pour qui «seule les mesures à long terme permettront d'arriver à une conclusion claire sur le sujet».

DATE-CHARGEMENT: 17 septembre 2004
__________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

Ozone-ONU-environnement-ONU

   Couche d'ozone: mise en garde de l'ONU

   PARIS, 16 sept 2004 (AFP) - L'ONU a mis en garde jeudi contre l'usage persistant à travers le monde d'un pesticide qui menace la couche d'ozone, le bromure de méthyle.

   Dans un communiqué publié à l'occasion de la Journée internationale de l'ONU pour l'ozone, le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) rappelle que le pesticide n'a été limité par le protocole de Montréal, un accord international de 1987, que pour certains usages agricoles (fumigation des sols, destruction des insectes).

   Le protocole ne couvre pas le traitement en quarantaine des produits agricoles de base destinés à l'exportation, relève le texte. Ce traitement "pourrait représenter jusqu'à un cinquième des quantités de bromure de méthyle utilisées à travers le monde", précise-t-il.

   Le PNUE invite la communauté internationale "à soutenir (financièrement, ndlr) une étude mondiale, déjà entamée par les services de l'organisation, en vue d'établir les quantités précises de bromure de méthyle utilisées à l'échelle mondiale".

   Le protocole de Montréal, un des premiers accords mondiaux d'environnement, donnait jusqu'à fin 2004 aux pays développés pour éliminer totalement ce pesticide.

   Le communiqué invite indirectement les pays du Nord à ne pas solliciter de nouvelles dérogations à leurs obligations.

   En mars dernier, 11 pays du Nord, Australie, Belgique, Canada, France, Grèce, Italie, Japon, Portugal, Espagne, Grande-Bretagne et Etats-Unis, ont obtenu des quotas limités d'utilisation du bromure de méthyle pour 2005, en faisant jouer une clause d'exemption du protocole.

   Ces pays, note le communiqué, ont "exprimé la crainte que les substances de remplacement du bromure de méthyle soient, dans certains cas, moins efficaces et plus onéreuses".

   La couche d'ozone, située entre 20 et 50 km de la Terre, protège la planète des rayons ultra-violets du soleil. Une série de produits chimiques dont le bromure de méthyle sont jugés responsables du trou observé dans cette couche de la moyenne atmosphère.

   Cet ozone naturel n'a rien à voir avec le "mauvais" ozone, un polluant secondaire issu des pots d'échappement et des usines qui se forme l'été dans la basse atmosphère sous l'effet de la chaleur.

   mo/pc

-
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UN agencies add 15 hazardous chemicals to trade "watch list"

DATELINE: GENEVA

BODY:


Up to 15 hazardous chemicals and pesticides will be added to trade "watch list" of Rotterdam Convention, the United Nations agencies said here Thursday.

The UN Environment Program (UNEP) and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said here Thursday in a joint press release that the first ministerial conference of Rotterdam Convention is to be held here from Sept. 20-24. 

A main task of the meeting is to take decisions on whether to add up to 15 new chemicals and pesticides to the list of substances subject to the Prior Informed Consent procedure.

The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, approved by the United Nations in 1998, came into effect in February this year.

According to the convention, any trade in an initial list of 22 pesticides and five industrial chemicals must first be agreed by the importing country. 

Such a procedure provides developing countries with an additional tool for managing hazardous chemicals and pesticides more effectively. 

It permits them to prevent shipments of certain hazardous chemicals from entering their territory unless they have explicitly agreed to their import.

"The Rotterdam Convention will provide a first line of defense for human health and the environment against the potential dangers of hazardous chemicals and pesticides," said Klaus Topfer, executive director of UNEP.

"The treaty allows for a more sustainable intensification of crop production supporting our battle against hunger and poverty," said FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf. 

LOAD-DATE: September 16, 2004 
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Deepikaglobal.com
UN seeks limits on pesticide harming ozone layer

OSLO, Sept 17 (Reuters) The world should crack down further on the use of the pesticide methyl bromide which is damaging the ozone layer, the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said in a statement that there were ''significant knowledge gaps'' on the worldwide usage of methyl bromide, which is meant to be phased out in farming under a U.N.

pact to help repair the ozone layer.

It urged nations to ''redouble efforts to assess the quantities being used to kill pests on shipments of rice, maize, nuts and other big commodity export crops.'' The ozone layer is a 20 mile (30 km) high shield filtering harmful levels of the sun's ultraviolet rays. A number of chemicals, such as refrigerants and aerosols, have been phased out under the 1987 Montreal protocol.

But UNEP said there were lingering loopholes for methyl bromide, which kills everything from beetles to moths, with some experts estimating that a fifth of worldwide usage was excluded from controls.

''Pest-control purposes, involving exports of commodity crops, animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets, are exempted from the international phase out,'' UNEP said in a statement.

Even so, Toepfer said that ''efforts to repair the ozone layer have been one of the great environmental success stories''.

''Scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing out on numerous ozone damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired. But this is far from guaranteed,'' he said.

Under the Montreal protocol, developed countries are due to end use of methyl bromide on farms by the end of 2005.
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Iraqi scientists to study country's contamination [image: image19.png]


16 September 2004
Source: Reuters


Scientists in Iraq are to begin assessing the extent of pollution caused by oil spills, industrial waste, and scrap metal from military vehicles destroyed during the country's recent wars. 

More than 300 locations in Iraq are thought to be contaminated. In a pilot project beginning next month, Iraqi scientists trained by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will test samples from five of the contaminated sites. These include a sulphur mine and a seed store containing toxic fungicide.

UNEP is coordinating the study in collaboration with the Iraqi government. It is part of a broader US$4.7 million aid programme to support the Iraqi environment ministry. UNEP has also requested US$2.5 million from the international donor community to assess sites suspected by scientists to be polluted by depleted uranium. The munitions component has been linked to high rates of cancer and birth defects following the 1991 Gulf War.

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ghanaweb.com

Chemical importers asked to cut down on import of CFC products
Accra, Sept. 16, GNA - The Ministry of Environment and Science and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on Thursday reminded all chemical importers to cut their import of CFC products.

A statement signed by E.O. Nsenkyire, Chief Director of the Ministry to mark the implementation of International Day for Preservation of the Ozone Layer, noted that the implementation of quotas for CFC imports had been operational since January 2003. Under the Montreal Protocol, it was agreed that developing countries should freeze their consumption of CFCs at the 1995-97 average levels by July 1, 1999. Ghana's annual consumption of CFCs after July 1, 1999 should therefore be phased out by 2010.

"The ozone layer is still fragile and the battle to protect it can only be won with the continued support of all sectors of society," it said. "There is the urgent need for us to rededicate ourselves to the challenging task of ensuring a permanent restoration of the ozone layer."

The statement said the government, through the EPA, was doing its part to help users of all ozone depleting substances (ODS) make the needed transition in using non-ozone depleting chemicals. It said three polyurethane foam factories had been assisted technically and financially in substituting the use of CFC as a blowing agent in the manufacture of flexible foam with methylene chloride and introduced to environmental quality control measures to ensure occupational health and safety of workers.

In the refrigeration sector, a number of technicians had been trained in code of good practices, including recovery and recycling of ODS, to prevent the wanton discharge of ODS into the atmosphere. A refrigerant management plan project is also underway, which includes an incentive package for CFC end-users to convert their equipment to non-CFC alternative. The statement said recovery and recycling equipment had also been distributed to deserving workshops to minimise CFC emissions. The ozone layer shields the earth from most of the sun's harmful ultraviolet radiation and its depletion could lead to rising rates of skin cancers, eye cataracts, reduction in crop yields, suppression of the human immune system as well as the possible extinction of certain organisms.
________________________________________________________________________________________

CNSNews.com
Scientists Debunk 'Global Warming' Effect on Hurricanes
By Melanie Hunter
 Deputy Managing Editor
September 15, 2004

(CNSNews.com) - The recent onslaught of hurricanes has prompted some media outlets to mention "global warming" as a possible cause, but a team of climate researchers set the record straight.

A group of climatologists, scientists, professors and other experts in climate change on Tuesday pointed out two "misconceptions" reported in the press about hurricanes and their relation to climate change, in a letter to Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), who chaired a Commerce Committee hearing examining recent scientific research concerning climate change impacts.

"First is the erroneous claim that hurricane intensity or frequency has risen significantly in recent decades in response to the warming trend seen in surface temperature. Second is the claim that a future surface warming trend would lead to more frequent and stronger storms. We believe that both of these are demonstrably false," the scientists wrote.

They noted the National Hurricane Center reports in the last century the decade with the largest number of hurricanes to hit the U.S. was the 1940s, and the frequency of hurricanes has gone down since then.

According to the United Nations Environment Programme of the World Meteorological Organization, "Reliable data ... since the 1940s indicate that the peak strength of the strongest hurricanes has not changed, and the mean maximum intensity of all hurricanes has decreased."

"Recent history tells us that hurricanes are not becoming more frequent," the climate researchers wrote in the letter to McCain. 

The second claim in news stories about hurricanes and "global warming," they pointed out, involves the question "if surface warming trends continue, are more or fewer severe storms likely?"

"Computer simulations suggest that in a warmer world most of the warming would occur in the Polar Regions. Atmospheric circulation, which crucially affects storms, is driven primarily by the temperature difference, or gradient, between the tropics and the poles," the experts wrote.

"Warmer polar regions would reduce this gradient and thus lessen the overall intensity or frequency or both of storms - not just tropical storms but mid-latitude winter storms as well (such as blizzards and northeasters)," the climatologists added.

"Again, longer periods of history bear this out. In the past, warmer periods have seen a decline in the number and severity of storms. This is well-documented in scientific journals for data extending back centuries or even millennia. If the surface temperature of the planet rises further in the future, it is likely that these declines will continue," they wrote.

The experts noted that the hurricane season has not yet ended and said the frequency of hurricanes varies.

"We suggest that natural variability of storminess is the cause of Florida's recent hurricane disasters. In such times there is an emotional tendency to pin blame somewhere," they wrote.

"But rather than blaming global warming - for which there is little supporting meteorological evidence - emphasis on emergency preparedness and further storm research would be a constructive response," they added.

The experts include Dr. James O'Brien, professor of meteorology & oceanography at the Center for Ocean-Atmospheric Prediction Studies at Florida State University; Dr. Gary Sharp, scientific director at the Center for Climate/Ocean Resources Study; Dr. Anthony Lupo, professor of atmospheric science at the University of Missouri - Columbia; Dr. David Legates, associate professor of climatology at the University of Delaware; and George Taylor, Oregon State climatologist.

Send a Letter to the Editor about this article.
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Appetite for Ivory Kills 4,000 Elephants a Year 
GLAND, Switzerland, September 16, 2004 (ENS) - More than 4,000 elephants are losing their lives each year to meet the demand [image: image25.jpg]


for ivory from Africa and Asia, according to a new report published ahead of the upcoming meeting of Parties to the Convention on Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). It shows that the volume of illegal ivory seizures across the world has increased since 1995. 

China, followed by Thailand, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia and Nigeria are the most important suppliers, manufacturers and customers of illegal ivory, according to the latest analysis of data from the Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS). 

Confiscated African elephant Loxodonta africana ivory and rhino horn (Photo by Martin Harvey © WWF-Canon)
The analysis by TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network of WWF and IUCN, for the first time lists the world's countries most implicated in the illegal ivory trade. There has been a worldwide ban on trade in elephant ivory since 1990 to protect the dwindling elephant population. 

The report, "Monitoring of Illegal Hunting in Elephant Range States" is published by a programme of the CITES Secretariat, which regulates the international trade in endangered species. The 166 governments that are Parties to the CITES treaty will meet from October 2 to 14 in Bangkok to update the rules for international wildlife trade. 

The report says the impact of the illegal ivory trade is particularly bad in Central Africa, where elephant populations are threatened by poaching. 

The illegal trade is thriving under the guise of legal trading of domestic ivory within the borders of individual countries, TRAFFIC reports 

[image: image26.jpg]


Loxodonta africana cyclotis Forest elephant bull Gamba, Gabon (Photo by Hervé Morand © WWF-Canon)
"These domestic markets are driving the poaching of thousands of elephants each year, both in Africa and Asia," said Dr Susan Lieberman, director of WWF’s Global Species Program. "With just three weeks to go before the world comes together to look at the problems of international wildlife trade, we call upon all countries, including the host country of Thailand, to close down these illegal markets." 

WWF and TRAFFIC call on Thailand to tighten its laws regulating domestic ivory markets, which according to WWF are inadequate to tackle the country’s flourishing ivory trade. 

Within Africa, where the illegal ivory trade remains rampant, there have been no improvements in DRC, Nigeria and Cameroon over the past two years. Furthermore, Angola, Mozambique, and Sudan, are emerging as problem countries. 

But in China, while demand is strong, the past two years have brought improved law enforcement that has resulted in increased ivory seizures and better monitoring. 

[image: image27.jpg]


Carved ivory seized by Canadian Wildlife Services (Photo © WWF-Canon)
"This is not a new problem" said Dr. P.J. Stephenson, coordinator of WWF's African Elephant Program, "but we need a new way of tackling it. Illegal ivory markets are having a major impact on elephant populations, particularly in west and central Africa, and co-ordinated action needs to be taken to bring them under control." 

The report criticizes the United States for lax regulation of its ivory market and Singapore for failing to report any ivory seizures in recent years. 

ETIS is a comprehensive information system to track illegal trade in ivory and other elephant products. It aims to record and analyze levels and trends in illegal trade of ivory. 

The central component of ETIS is a database on seizures of elephant specimens that have occurred anywhere in the world since 1989. The seizure database is supported by a series of subsidiary database components that assess law enforcement effort and efficiency, rates of reporting, domestic ivory markets and background economic variables. 

Based on a statistical analysis of more than 9,400 elephant product seizure records held in the Elephant Trade Information System, the report will be a formal agenda item for discussion at the CITES meeting in Bangkok. 

WWF will be urging countries there to increase their commitment to law enforcement and for those with domestic markets to increase their efforts to close legal loopholes and shut down the trade.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

The Earth is Melting, Arctic Native Leader Warns 

By J.R. Pegg
WASHINGTON, DC, September 16, 2004 (ENS) - An Arctic native leader offered a passionate plea to the U.S. government and its citizens Wednesday to aggressively combat climate change. Addressing a Senate Commerce Committee hearing on global warming, Inuit Circumpolar Conference Chair Sheila Watt-Cloutier said the Inuit are already suffering dramatic changes to their Arctic environment. 

Watt-Cloutier, who represents the 155,000 Inuit in Greenland, Canada, Alaska and the Russian Federation, described the Inuit struggle as "a snapshot of what is happening to the planet." 

"We find ourselves at the very cusp of a defining event in the history of this planet," Watt-Cloutier told the senators. "The Earth is literally melting." 

Inuit hunters and elders have been observing changes to their environment for decades, Watt-Cloutier said, including unpredictable weather, melting of permafrost and glaciers, decreasing sea ice, as well as the presence of new species such as barn owls, robins and mosquitoes never seen before by the Inuit people. 

"If we can reverse the emissions of greenhouse gases in time to save the Arctic, then we can spare untold suffering," said Watt-Cloutier. 

"Protect the Arctic and you will save the planet," she said. "Use us as your early warning system. Use the Inuit story as a vehicle to reconnect us all so that we can understand the people and the planet are one." [image: image28.jpg]



Inuit elders fear climate change may mean their children and grandchildren will not be able to continue their culture. (Photo courtesy Government of the Northwest Territories )
Committee chair John McCain, an Arizona Republican, said a recent trip to the Arctic showed him that "these impacts are real and consistent with earlier scientific projects that the Arctic region would experience the impacts of climate change at a faster rate than the rest of the world." 

Wednesday's hearing was part of an ongoing effort by McCain to rally more support for the climate stewardship bill he and Connecticut Democrat Joe Lieberman have coauthored. 

"We are the first generation to influence the climate and the last generation to escape the consequences," McCain said. 

The Arizona Senator's legislation would require some sectors of the U.S. economy to enact mandatory reductions of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions - the leading greenhouse gas. 

The bill was defeated in the Senate last October by a vote of 53 to 44, but supporters of the legislation said the vote was a watershed moment in the U.S. debate over the issue of global warming. 

It was the first action on the issue by the Senate in six years. 

McCain said he is determined not to abandon the proposal, but he acknowledges the bill has little support in the House or within the Bush administration. 

Although a new report from the White House on climate change cited studies that linking rising temperatures to human activities, "officials have said there is no change in the administration's policy position," McCain said. 

President Bush is loathe to enforce mandatory greenhouse gas emissions reductions on American industries and has repeatedly questioned the science that points to the effects of these emissions on the climate. 

Few doubt global warming is an international concern, but critics of the administration note that the United States, which is responsible for more than 25 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions, must play a leading role in efforts to limit consumption of fossil fuels. 

New Jersey Democrat Frank Lautenberg said it is politics - not science - that is prohibiting U.S. action on global warming. [image: image29.jpg]



Senator John McCain says he is convinced by scientific evidence that climate change is a pressing issue of global importance, but he faces an uphill battle to push the U.S. Congress to act. (Photo courtesy Office of the Senator)
"I am disturbed by the administration's shifting position on climate change," Lautenberg said. "We need leadership at the top and we are not getting it." 

The hearing included testimony from authors of two recent studies that indicate failure to curb global warming could have devastating effects. 

One study, published in August in the journal "Science" shows that heat waves in North America and Europe will become more intense, more frequent and longer lasting during this century. 

The second study, published in August in the "Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences" details how global warming will bring California a dramatic increase in extreme heat and heat-related mortality and significant reductions in Sierra snowpack, with cascading impacts on water supply. 

The California study focused on two scenarios and showed that significant changes in temperature are likely regardless of what is done in the immediate future to reduce emissions. 

"The greenhouse gases that we are emitting today will reside in the atmosphere for decades, perhaps for a century - that makes this a pressing problem," said study coauthor Daniel Cayan, a research meteorologist, with Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of California at San Diego. 

Under the study's lower emissions scenario, summer temperatures in California will still rise 4 to 5 degrees Fahrenheit by the end of the century, with the length of the heat wave season extending from an average of 115 days in a year to 149 to 162 days 

But if nothing is done to curb the use of fossil fuels, summer temperatures rise a dramatic 7.5 to 15 degrees Fahrenheit, according to the study, with the length of the heat wave season increasing to 178 to 204 days. 

"It is pretty clear that when we think of our kids and their kids they will be wanting to deal with the lower emissions scenario," Cayan said. 
Sheila Watt-Cloutier is the chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference, which represents 155,000 Inuit living in the Arctic regions of Alaska, Canada, Greenland and Russia. (Photo courtesy Inuit Circumpolar Conference)
Watt-Cloutier told the commitee that the observations of the Inuit are backed by the findings of Western scientists, in particular the work of the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA). 

The ACIA is an international team of 300 scientists, experts, and indigenous residents of the Arctic region who are preparing a comprehensive analysis of the impacts and consequences of climate variability and changes across the region. 

Their final report is slated for release this November - Watt-Cloutier said the Bush administration is blocking the ACIA from publishing its recommendations for action as a standalone report. She says the move is driven by politics and is a bid to remove pressure on the United States to engage in specific greenhouse gas emissions reductions. 

The scientific analysis contained in the report paints a worrying future for the Inuit 

The ACIA has found that in Alaska and western Canada, the average winter temperatures have increased by as much as 3 to 4 degrees Celsius over the past 60 years. 

During the past 30 years, Arctic sea ice extent has decreased, on average, by about 10 percent, and this change has been 20 percent faster during the past two decades. 

Continued melting of sea ice will lead to significant changes in the surface reflectivity, cloudiness, humidity, exchanges of heat and moisture, and ocean circulation, in particular along coastlines and near ice margins. 

Watt-Cloutier said two major conclusions of ACIA report are that marine species dependent on sea ice face an uncertain future and that global warming will disrupt - and potentially destroy - the Inuit culture. 

Warmer climates could bring insects with diseases the Inuit have never known and the species they depend upon - such as the polar bear - are unlikely to survive if global warming continues unabated. 

"The ancient connection to our hunting culture may disappear within my grandson's lifetime," Watt-Cloutier said. "My Arctic homeland is now the health barometer for the planet." 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

National Business Review

Hurricanes, global warming and scientists: A volatile stew 
Francis Till

	[image: image20.wmf]


Pick two scientists, any two scientists with strong climatology credentials, and ask whether global warming has anything to do with the recent onslaught of hurricanes and typhoons.

There's no doubt which side the media is on -- almost every story about global warming and hurricanes available in searches of Google News carries a headline making the link, even when the stories themselves contain contradictory evidence.

But the scientists themselves tend to have polarised theories.

In fact, while some groups suggest that warmer oceans are more likely to spawn hurricanes (or,at least, spawn stronger ones), others say exactly the opposite. 

Global warming doesn't account for increases in hurricanes

According to Cybercast News Service (CNS), for example, a group of climate scientists (with impressive mainstream credentials) recently told US Senator John McCain, who chaired a Commerce Committee hearing examining recent scientific research concerning climate change impacts, that global warming should reduce the frequency and strength of hurricanes. 

They said the facts, as reported by the National Hurricane Center, showed that in the last century the decade with the largest number of hurricanes to hit the US was the 1940s, and the frequency of hurricanes has gone down since then -- even as global warming took root.

In a letter to the Senator, reported extensively by CNS (and mentioned only briefly by many major news outlets) the scientists wrote: "Computer simulations suggest that in a warmer world most of the warming would occur in the Polar Regions. Atmospheric circulation, which crucially affects storms, is driven primarily by the temperature difference, or gradient, between the tropics and the poles.

"Warmer polar regions would reduce this gradient and thus lessen the overall intensity or frequency or both of storms - not just tropical storms but mid-latitude winter storms as well (such as blizzards and northeasters).

"Again, longer periods of history bear this out. In the past, warmer periods have seen a decline in the number and severity of storms. This is well-documented in scientific journals for data extending back centuries or even millennia. If the surface temperature of the planet rises further in the future, it is likely that these declines will continue," they wrote.

The experts noted that the hurricane season has not yet ended and said the frequency of hurricanes varies.

"We suggest that natural variability of storminess is the cause of Florida's recent hurricane disasters. In such times there is an emotional tendency to pin blame somewhere," they wrote.

The scientists who generated that letter included Dr James O'Brien, professor of meteorology & oceanography at the Center for Ocean-Atmospheric Prediction Studies at Florida State University; Dr Gary Sharp, scientific director at the Center for Climate/Ocean Resources Study; Dr Anthony Lupo, professor of atmospheric science at the University of Missouri - Columbia; Dr David Legates, associate professor of climatology at the University of Delaware; and George Taylor, Oregon State climatologist.

George Taylor's perspective is outlined more completely in a piece on Tech Central Station, in which he says the "busy hurricane year in the Atlantic" has nothing to do with global warming.
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Mr Taylor shows through a chart based on data from the National Hurricane Center that hurricanes have decreased, generally, over time -- and that, on balance, they are certainly not getting any stronger.

Of the North Atlantic as a whole, the United Nations Environment Programme of the World Meteorological Organization has said, he reports, "Reliable data … since the 1940s indicate that the peak strength of the strongest hurricanes has not changed, and the mean maximum intensity of all hurricanes has decreased."

"Climate models, for all their problems, are unanimous in at least one respect: they predict that most of the future warming will be in high latitudes, in the polar regions. This will reduce the north-south temperature gradient and make poleward transfer of heat less vigorous -- a task in which tropical storms play a major role. All other things being equal, a warmer world should have fewer, not more, hurricanes," Mr Taylor said.

That's not to say the storms aren't causing more damage, he notes, citing other research that shows the real problem along the coastline is "not changing climate but changing land use, as more and more development occurs along the shorelines, creating greater susceptibility to storm damage."

Global warming causes hurricanes

On the diametrically opposite side of this coin is New Zealander Kevin Trenberth, head of the climate analysis section at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado, featured in a 15 September article on the topic in Wired magazine.

Mr Trenberth told Wired, with no hedging whatsoever, that, "Global warming is creating conditions that (are) more favorable for hurricanes to develop and be more severe."

Wired noted that few scientists were willing to go that far, but went on to note that new research by Mr Trenberth's group has found that water-vapor levels -- which it calls the "high-octane fuel of hurricanes" -- are now 15 per cent higher on average in the hurricane zone than they were 20 or 30 years ago, largely as a result of oceans warmed as part of a global pattern.

Wired asked Mr Trenberth if that meant there should be more very powerful hurricanes.

"That's the logical conclusion, although it may be somewhat controversial," Mr Trenberth told Wired.

David Battisti, an atmospheric scientist at the University of Washington, had an even more exotic proof for Wired: "the Earth is trapping more energy and that energy must be dissipated," he said.

But what about all that historical data showing hurricane cycles rising and falling?

Mr Trenberth told Wired that history couldn't be a reliable guide since, naturally, global warming was changing everything.

"In 50 years, conditions will be so different they will overwhelm these historical cycles," he told Wired.

Back at the McCain hearings, MSNBC reported that scientists told the panel that while global warming would produce stronger and more destructive hurricanes, it wouldn't increase their numbers.

"Warmer water temperatures will promote more intense tropical storms, but not necessarily make the frequency of those storms greater," said Dan Cayan, a research meteorologist at the University of California in San Diego, according to MSNBC.

MSNBC reported the contradictory contribution of the dissenting scientists, but sub-headlined its story: "Lawmakers told that stronger hurricanes may arise."

Yes? Or no?

The BBC says in its backgrounder on hurricanes that: "It could be said that a rise in sea surface temperatures will surely increase the area where these storms can form, therefore it is likely to increase the frequency of such hazards." [Emphasis added]

But, it goes on to note: "There are in fact so many other factors which influence the development of hurricanes, such as the influence of El Nino, seasonal Saharan rainfall, wind shear, to name a few, that it is very difficult to pinpoint any effect that global warming might have."

According to Mr Taylor, the tempest isn't merely on the oceans, but also in the media teapot.

"'Global warming causes increased storminess' makes for interesting headlines," he said. "It also violates fundamental scientific truth and the lessons of history."

17-Sep-2004 
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PANA

UN environment agency cautions on ozone depleting chemicals

New York, UN (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Thursday called on world governments to monitor an ozone-damaging chemical still being used to kill pests on several important commodity crops.

According to the UN agency, methyl bromide, a major ozone-depleting substance, is being phased out for

some key agricultural purposes, such as fumigation of soils and pest control on farms, under an

international agreement called the Montreal Protocol.

But it explained that pest-control uses involving exports of commodity crops such as rice, maize, nuts, and animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets were exempted.

"Efforts to repair the ozone layer have been one of the great environmental success stories," UNEP

Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a message to mark the International Day for the Preservation

of the Ozone Layer.

"Scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing-out of numerous

ozone-damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired. But this is far from guaranteed," he said.

Toepfer called on governments to re-double efforts to assess the quantities of methyl bromide being used on commodity export crops so as to fill in "significant knowledge gaps" on worldwide use.

He warned that while, the Montreal Protocol required developed countries to end use of methyl bromide on farms by the end of this year, Australian, European and North American governments were seeking so-called "Critical Use Exemptions" beyond the 2005 deadline on grounds that alternatives may be less effective and more expensive.

The UN agency official said the quantities used on farms was well understood and "I hope we are now on a trajectory where its controlled uses are set to diminish."

But he warned that the precise levels being used for quarantine and pre-shipment purposes to kill insects

like long-horned and bark beetles, wood boring wasps, moths and other pests remained uncertain.

Meanwhile, as part of its efforts to protect the 20-mile high ozone layer, the UN agency Thursday released a new animated awareness video: "Ozzy Ozone," in which the main character, an ozone molecule, takes viewers on a voyage of discovery to find out exactly what is attacking the layer.

It also explains how children can protect themselves from the harmful effects of ultraviolet radiation caused by

ozone depletion.

UNEP said more than 56 governments were broadcasting the video on their national television channels, to reach millions of viewers worldwide.

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE
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UNEP in the news

UN environment agency cautions on ozone depleting chemicals
New York, UN (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Thursday called on world governments to monitor an ozone-damaging chemical still being used to kill pests on several important commodity crops. According to the UN agency, methyl bromide, a major ozone-depleting substance, is being phased out for some key agricultural purposes, such as fumigation of soils and pest control on farms, under an international agreement called the Montreal Protocol. But it explained that pest-control uses involving exports of commodity crops such as rice, maize, nuts, and animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets were exempted. "Efforts to repair the ozone layer have been one of the great environmental success stories," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a message to mark the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. "Scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing-out of numerous ozone-damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired. But this is far from guaranteed," he said. Toepfer called on governments to re-double efforts to assess the quantities of methyl bromide being used on commodity export crops so as to fill in "significant knowledge gaps" on worldwide use. He warned that while; the Montreal Protocol required developed countries to end use of methyl bromide on farms by the end of this year, Australian, European and North American governments were seeking so-called "Critical Use Exemptions" beyond the 2005 deadline on grounds that alternatives may be less effective and more expensive. The UN agency official said the quantities used on farms was well understood and "I hope we are now on a trajectory where its controlled uses are set to diminish." But he warned that the precise levels being used for quarantine and pre-shipment purposes to kill insects like long-horned and bark beetles, wood boring wasps, moths and other pests remained uncertain. Meanwhile, as part of its efforts to protect the 20-mile high ozone layer, the UN agency Thursday released a new animated awareness video: "Ozzy Ozone," in which the main character, an ozone molecule, takes viewers on a voyage of discovery to find out exactly what is attacking the layer. UNEP said more than 56 governments were broadcasting the video on their national television channels, to reach millions of viewers worldwide. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056797&dte=16/09/2004
General Environment News

Namibia Impresses UN

New Era Windhoek: THE Executive Secretary of the United Nations Conventions to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) Hama Arba Diallo is impressed with the way Namibia is committed towards conserving the few resources in the country. He said this when he paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister Theo-Ben Gurirab. Diallo told Gurirab that he was lucky to have a country like Namibia where the territory is huge but having such a small population. Unlike other African countries and the world at large, where everything one does affects the livelihood of other people, Namibia still has a manageable situation. The Namibian experience is useful to neighbours and whatever is done should be shared with its neighbors, he said. Equally, Diallo praised the Ministry of Lands, Rehabilitation and Resettlement for its involvement in fighting desertification as this improves the limited natural resources of any country. Currently, there is a workshop on desertification in Ondangwa, which runs from 13 -16 September, and Diallo added that this workshop would serve as a platform of dialogue between representatives of different organizations who have the same vision of combating desertification. This is the first workshop on establishing partnership and Namibia was seen suitable for other representatives to come and learn how this country has managed to contain the problem. Through this workshop, international partners would seek to offer technical support to local communities. The Namibian Government through its involved ministries is at the forefront of fighting this problem. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409160441.html
Walvis Bay to Lead the Way With Wind-Generated Power

The Namibian (Windhoek): WALVIS BAY will become the first urban centre in Namibia to make use of wind generated power. The harbour town's Council recently approved a N$2, 2 million project for the installation of a 100 kilowatt generator near the Mile 7 reservoir east of Walvis Bay on the way to Rooibank. Gerhard Coeln, General Manager for Energy at the municipality told The Namibian that the completion of the installation of the first generator was expected from August 2005 onwards. "Once the donor money has been received and contracts are in place the project will start immediately." The project is funded by Danida, a Danish aid agency, and will involve the Municipality's Environmental Management Division, the Department of Energy, Ministry of Mines and Energy, Polytech Renewable Energies, REEE and specialists in the field.  Danida's involvement is seen as beneficial for the project as Denmark is one of the world leaders in wind-powered energy. Coeln explained that the project will start off by installing 100 out of the 30 000 (KVA) kilo volt ampere, and thereafter expand the number of units. He said the wind conditions at Walvis Bay were very good and beneficial for the project. The wind blows mostly in the evening when the demand for electrical energy is at its highest. The 100 kilowatts turbine will be connected to the Local Authority Grid. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409160054.html
4 die after eating meat from dead hippos in Uganda
Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - At least four persons are confirmed to have died after eating meat of hippopotamuses that died from a strange disease which broke out last month in a western Uganda game park named after Queen Elizabeth of England. Wild life and local health authorities confirmed the deaths Thursday saying more than a dozen others are hospitalized in critical conditions in Kasese district, bordering with eastern DR Congo. "Ignorance was partly the cause of death to these people. The district director of health services, Charles Katurebe," told PANA. The district local council chairman, Longino Ndyanabo said Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) continues to investigate the strange killer disease while campaigning against the consumption of meat from wildlife found dead. UWA officials told PANA that more than three-dozen hippos have succumbed to the strange killer disease and carcasses of the massive beasts are scattered along the shores of crater lakes Edward and George, partly forming the border with DRC's eastern district of Ituri. The dead and those hospitalized are among residents in the vicinity of the Queen Elizabeth National Park, where they often complained that the big game destroyed their crops. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056765&dte=16/09/2004
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UN or UNEP in the news


The UN Secretary General said that 90 percent of the ozone depleting substances been reduced and a complete end to this is expected in the new future.
MaldivesInfo (press release), Maldives, September  17, 2004 - The UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has said that 90 percent of the ozone depleting substances has been reduced and a complete end to this is expected in the new future.
Annan made the remarks  in his message to mark the World Ozone Day, today.
http://www.maldivesinfo.gov.mv/news.php?newsid=3961 

The Environment Research Centre has handed over to the Faculty of Engineering Technology today, the equipment used for recovery and recycling of ozone depleting substances.
The Environment Research Centre has handed over to the Faculty of Engineering Technology today, the equipment used for recovery and recycling of ozone depleting substances. Dr. Mohamed Ali presented the equipment, under the “Refrigerant Management Plan” jointly implemented by the Environment Research Centre and the United Nations Environment Programme.
http://www.maldivesinfo.gov.mv/news.php?newsid=3957 


UNEP announces pilot project in Iraq to check pollution 
The Hindu, India, New York, Sept. 16. (PTI): As part of a long-term plan to clean up widespread pollution in Iraq after over a decade of instability and conflict, the United Nations environmental agency has announced a pilot project to investigate ecological "hot spots" ranging from chemical spills and oil discharges to contaminated food seeds and Sulphur fallout. 

The project will focus on only five of an estimated 300 contaminated sites but UN Environment Programme, Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer, stressed its long-term impact in rebuilding the country.
http://www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/holnus/003200409160312.htm 


UNEP announces pilot project in Iraq to check pollution 
India Daily, Sep. 16, 2004 - http://www.indiadaily.com/breaking_news/8193.asp 
Washington's secret nuclear war
Sydney Morning Herald (subscription), Australia, September 15, 2004 (By Shaheen Chughtai) - Illegal weapons of mass destruction have not only been found in Iraq but have been used against Iraqis and have even killed US troops.
…Bush's claim that the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) gives DU pollution a clean bill of health is also disingenuous. 
UNEP experts have yet to be allowed into Iraq. http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/09/15/1095221669063.html?oneclick=true 

Tyranny of the urgent
Inquirer News Service, Sept 16, 2004 (By Juan Mercado) - LOLOY, my barber, TV anchor David Celdran, and most everyone in this town talk of the "crisis." If unresolved, runaway debts and revenue leakages could send the country skidding into bankruptcy, 11 University of the Philippines professors had warned earlier.
…Budget red ink is matched by "ecological deficits," from ravaged forests to depleted fishing grounds. Obsolete infrastructure crumbles under growing numbers of indigents. Modern diseases, from obesity to hypertension surge, while old diseases, like TB, measles, diarrhea, etc., persist.
"We must tackle simultaneously problems the western world addressed sequentially," the Asian Development Bank warns. "Emerging Asia will not be afforded this luxury."
…"Around 30 percent of the world's remaining mangrove occurs in Southeast Asia," the United Nation's Environment Programme notes in: "Mangroves In the South China Sea." "But the annual rate of loss is 55 percent than the world average...[This] loss of biological diversity must be a matter of global concern."
Population growth, salt ponds, farms, roads, markets--even land grabbers who blanket areas with tax declarations--sliced Philippine mangroves to less than a fifth in just a century.
http://news.inq7.net/opinion/index.php?index=2&story_id=11191&col=110 

UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize

SEPA Express, 14 September 2004 - With the approval of the State Council, SEPA joined with UNEP will organize a celebrating event for 20th anniversary of UNEP Sasakawa Environmental Prize from September 27 to 29. This prize is one of the most influential environmental prizes in the world. SEPA Minister Xie Zhenghua and former SEPA Minister Qu Geping were awarded the prize respectively in 2003 and 1992

Hurricanes, global warming and scientists: A volatile stew 
National Business Review, New Zealand, September 17, 2004 - Pick two scientists, any two scientists with strong climatology credentials, and ask whether global warming has anything to do with the recent onslaught of hurricanes and typhoons.
…Of the North Atlantic as a whole, the United Nations Environment Programme of the World Meteorological Organization has said, he reports, "Reliable data … since the 1940s indicate that the peak strength of the strongest hurricanes has not changed, and the mean maximum intensity of all hurricanes has decreased."
http://www.nbr.co.nz/home/column_article.asp?id=10203&cid=3&cname=Technology 

CII workshop in Kochi on hazardous waste
The Hindu Business Line, Our Bureau, Kochi , Sept. 15 - CII-Kerala has initiated efforts to bring together industry, NGO, environmental activists, local communities, the Pollution Control Board and the Government to form a charter for synergising industry and environment. 
… The workshop will also aim to bring out a blueprint, which will be the base paper to march ahead in seeking the support of the multilateral agencies like the UNEP in re-mediating the contaminated sites. 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/2004/09/16/stories/2004091601251700.htm 

SPECIAL: Wildlife trade rides the boom 
The Nation (Bangkok), Published on Sep 17, 2004  - Southeast Asia's rapid economic growth has been accompanied by a corresponding expansion in the wildlife trade, from supplier to consumer and re-exporter, according to an international wildlife trade-monitoring network.
…Compton spoke yesterday at a press conference in preparation for the upcoming Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (Cites) in Bangkok next month. Some 3,000 representatives from 166 member states, including wildlife experts, will meet to negotiate whether and how to revise related trade rules. http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=26&id=120980&usrsess=1

Illegal ivory trade thriving in Africa/Asia –study
16 Sep 2004, Source: Reutersm By Darren Schuettler -BANGKOK, Sept 16 (Reuters) - The illegal ivory trade is thriving in Africa and Asia where China remains the world's biggest market despite a crackdown launched two years ago, an environmental group said on Thursday. 
"The ivory market in China continues to be the single most important influence on the upward trend in illegal trade," Traffic, the wildlife trade monitoring network, said in a study.|
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/BKK231655.htm 

Southeast Asia ready to fight wildlife trade
16 Sep 2004, By Karishma Vyas - BANGKOK, 16 Sept (Reuters) - Southeast Asia is to announce its first coordinated effort to fight the multi-billion dollar illicit trade in wildlife, environment group TRAFFIC said on Thursday.
The group, which monitors international wildlife trade, said the 10-member Association of South East Asian Nations would announce the plan at a global environment conference in Thailand next month.
…Robert Mather, WWF's Thailand representative, said the ASEAN initiative was a promising sign that governments were taking the plight of wildlife seriously. 
"National politicians have a lot of other things to think about and it's quite understandable that many of them see the wildlife trade as a minor issue," Mather told Reuters.
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/BKK283229.htm 

Wildlife experts warn global illegal ivory trade increasing
AFP via Yahoo!, September 16, 2004 - BANGKOK (AFP) - Thousand of elephants are being killed in Africa and Asia each year to sustain the spiraling global trade in illegal ivory, wildlife groups warned. 
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=1539&ncid=1539&e=8&u=/afp/20040916/sc_afp/wildlife_ivory_cites_040916113304

General Environment News

China ensures ozone layer protection goal
People's Daily Online, China, September 17, 2004  - http://english.people.com.cn/200409/17/eng20040917_157363.html 

Nation ensures ozone protection goal
China Daily, China, September 17, 2004 - http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-09/17/content_375178.htm 

RI must help protect ozone layer: Expert 
National News - September 16, 2004, Sari P. Setiogi, The Jakarta Post/Jakarta - For many, the ozone layer is just something up there in the sky that has nothing to do with people's lives down here.
In fact, the ozone layer is vital to the survival of mankind. 
Depletions in the ozone layer have led to increases in harmful ultra-violet B (UV-B) radiation that cause various serious diseases, such as skin cancers, cataracts and decreases in the body's immunity. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/yesterdaydetail.asp?fileid=20040916.C06 

Govt. announces awards for environment protection 
The Hindu, New Delhi, Sept. 15 (PTI): The temple trust at Tirupati, state-owned National Aluminium Company and Chilka Development Authority have been awarded the Indira Gandhi Parayavaran Puraskar for contribution to the conservation of environment. 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/holnus/002200409151614.htm 

INDIRA GANDHI PARYAVARAN PURASKAR TO BE PRESENTED ON INTERNATIONAL OZONE DAY
The Tenth International Day for Preservation of the Ozone Layer will be observed here on 16th September 2004 in a function, which will be presided over by the Minister of State for Environment and Forests, Shri Namo Narain Meena. Director General (TERI) Shri R. K. Pachauri, will deliver the Key Note Address. 
http://pib.nic.in/release/release.asp?relid=3851 

********************************
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UN and UNEP News

UN agencies add 15 hazardous chemicals to trade "watch list"

Xinhuanet 2004-09-17

Up to 15 hazardous chemicals and pesticides will be added to trade "watch list" of Rotterdam Convention, the United Nations agencies said here Thursday. The UN Environment Program (UNEP) and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said here Thursday in a joint press release that the first ministerial conference of Rotterdam Convention is to be held here from Sept. 20-24. …"The Rotterdam Convention will provide a first line of defense for human health and the environment against the potential dangers of hazardous chemicals and pesticides," said Klaus Topfer, executive director of UNEP.  "The treaty allows for a more sustainable intensification of crop production supporting our battle against hunger and poverty," said FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/17/content_1991935.htm

General Environment News

China ensures ozone layer protection goal

Xinhuanet 2004-09-17
China will reach its goal of phasing out ozone depleting substances (ODSs) by 2010 on time, a senior environmental official said yesterday. The Chinese Government's commitment to the protection of the ozone layer has made remarkable progress, said Vice-Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration Wang Jirong. She was attending a celebration held in Xi'an, Northwest China's Shaanxi Province, which was to commemorate yesterday's 10th International Ozone Day.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/17/content_1992232.htm
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan sends UN rights officials to assess how to protect civilians in Sudan

*
UN envoy to Sudan meets African Union official as Darfur peace talks falter

*
UN staff returning to troubled city in western Afghanistan to resume operations

*
6 million Afghans need food relief because of drought and pests, UN report finds

*
Lessons of Iraq war underscore importance of UN Charter – Annan

*
Grenada needs immediate help to rebuild after Hurricane Ivan, UN officials say

*
General Assembly President calls for media support in addressing world’s ills

*
UNICEF to help traumatized young survivors of Russian school massacre

*
Eritrea again closes major road to UN peacekeepers

*
South Africa gets help from UN atomic watchdog in probing nuclear smuggling case

*
UN redoubles efforts to protect world’s cancer-preventing ozone layer

*
UN envoy says southern Africa nations are determined to win the battle on AIDS

*
Governments urged by UN to take action against HIV/AIDS in Europe

*
HIV/AIDS will have destructive demographic effects in the future – UN report

*
UN says locusts threaten new invasions in northwest Africa, endangering food

*
Committee recommends 158 items for General Assembly agenda

*
North-South leaders to meet at UN to set globalization talks on path to dialogue

* * * *

Sudan

16 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today announced he is dispatching the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and his Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide Juan Méndez to the strife-torn region of Darfur in Sudan to recommend what can be done to protect civilians there from continuing brutal attacks by local militias.

Ms. Arbour and Mr. Méndez will arrive in the Sudanese capital Khartoum on Saturday to begin their mission, Mr. Annan told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York.

“Their job is not to describe or characterize what is happening, but to see what more can be done to stop it, and to prevent further abuses,” he said, referring to the debate about whether the situation should be termed genocide. “Civilians are still being attacked and fleeing their villages even as we speak,” he added.

More than 1.2 million Sudanese are internally displaced within Darfur and another 200,000 live as refugees in neighbouring Chad since the mainly Arab Janjaweed militias allied to the Government in its conflict with two rebel groups began attacking black African civilians.

The Secretary-General said he told Security Council members yesterday that he wants a proposed commission of inquiry into whether genocide has taken place in Darfur to proceed.

The United States is circulating a draft resolution on Darfur among Council members after its Secretary of State Colin Powell said last week that the killings in the war-torn region over the past year constituted genocide.

The Council’s 15 members are holding consultations this afternoon about the content of the draft text.

Mr. Annan said it is the first time in the Council’s history that it has ever been seized under Article 8 of the Genocide Convention, which allows parties to the treaty to “call upon the competent organs of the UN” to take action under the Charter to prevent and suppress acts of genocide.

“It seems to me inconceivable that [the Council] should fail to respond. In any case, the Council must be fully engaged. It must continue to pressure all sides,” he said.

But the Secretary-General said that, regardless of whether the crimes being committed in Darfur are defined as genocide or not, it is essential to take action immediately to protect the civilians.

He also said the ceasefire in Darfur is being broken by both sides – the Sudanese Government forces and the two rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).

Earlier this year, two UN human rights fact-finding reports accused the Janjaweed of committing numerous atrocities, including the murder and rape of villagers, the destruction of homes and cropland, and the poisoning of wells and other water sources.

This week a survey by the World Health Organization (WHO) indicated that hundreds of people in the vast, impoverished region are dying every day, either because of diseases contracted in the often crowded and unhygienic camps for displaced persons or because of Janjaweed attacks.

* * *

Sudan

16 September – Senior United Nations and African Union (AU) officials have held discussions on the humanitarian and security crises engulfing the Darfur region of Sudan as peace talks to try to end the conflict appear set to be adjourned.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, yesterday visited the AU Ceasefire Commission headquarters in El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur State, where he spoke with Commission chairman Gen. Festus Okonkwo.

Mr. Pronk and Gen. Okonkwo discussed the latest situation on the ground as well how the UN and the AU can better communicate and exchange information with each other as they try to ameliorate the suffering in Darfur.

Also in El Fasher, Mr. Pronk’s Deputy for Humanitarian Affairs in Sudan, Manuel Aranda da Silva, is today scheduled to meet leaders of the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA), one of two rebel groups in Darfur fighting against Khartoum.

Mr. Eckhard said those talks were likely to focus on establishing security arrangements for humanitarian workers to operate in the areas of Darfur under the control of the SLA – similar to the arrangements already set up with Khartoum in areas the Government controls.

In Abuja, Nigeria, talks between Khartoum and the two rebel groups could be adjourned, prompting Mr. Pronk to indicate concern there will be no venue to discuss security problems.

The Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), the other rebel group, has told the AU mediators of the Abuja talks that they need time to consider the request of Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo (who is also the AU’s current chairman) to sign the humanitarian protocol to which all parties have agreed.

More than 1.2 million people are internally displaced in Darfur because of the conflict between the Sudanese Government on one side and JEM and the SLA on the other, as well as brutal and often deadly attacks against civilians by militias allied to Khartoum. Another 200,000 refugees have fled to Chad.

Earlier this week, a report by the World Health Organization (WHO) indicated that hundreds of displaced people are dying every day across Darfur because of disease in crowded and unhygienic camps or from attacks by the militias, known as the Janjaweed.

Meanwhile, Mr. Eckhard said the Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) – which are fighting a separate civil war in Sudan’s south – say they expect to resume their peace talks in Kenya next month.

* * *

Afghanistan

16 September – United Nations staff are gradually returning to the troubled city of Herat in western Afghanistan, where the offices of the UN mission and agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) were ransacked and seriously damaged on Sunday, to try to restore the world body’s operations there.

A new UN compound should be ready for operations within a week, a spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) told reporters today at a press briefing in the capital Kabul.

Manoel de Almeida e Silva said 43 staff have returned to Herat in the past two days to join the 15 international staff and hundreds of Afghan personnel who stayed on in the city after Sunday’s wave of violence.

The returning UN workers, who include engineers, will help install 20 to 25 portable units that can be used both as offices and as staff accommodation. The units have satellite and Internet communications, and also contain bedding, furniture and generators.

The World Food Programme (WFP) has also resumed its operations to Herat, sending a convoy of trucks carrying 170 tons of food to the city from the neighbouring province of Ghor to alleviate the suffering caused by the long-running drought in the west.

But Mr. de Almeida e Silva said the UN staff in Herat are continuing “to proceed with caution and prudence” given that the offices or compounds of UNAMA, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) were all targeted.

Local police say they have recovered three UN cars and 68 other items belonging to the world body.

Meanwhile, hundreds of returning Afghan refugees who were stranded on the Iranian side of the border near Herat since the weekend’s violence forced UNHCR to halt operations have now resumed their journey home.

Some 1,627 Afghans, travelling in a convoy of buses, crossed the border this morning and later passed through Herat without incident, UNHCR reported.

* * *

Afghanistan

16 September – More than six million Afghans will need food relief or other assistance over the next year because persistent drought in some areas and pests and diseases in others have caused crop failures across the country, a report by two United Nations agencies has found.

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP), based on a joint mission to affected areas in July, also said the rising prices of some basic crops such as wheat place them out of reach of the poorest Afghans.

In the south, west and southwest regions of the country, more than half the crops have failed because of drought, while in areas north of the Hindu Kush mountains, pests and diseases – and, in some cases, flash floods – have led to low harvests.

The agencies estimate that 6.3 million Afghans will not be able to cover their basic food needs in the year ahead.

WFP Country Director Susana Rico said that in some parts of Afghanistan crops have failed entirely. Cereals are among the worst affected, with overall production down by 43 per cent to just over 3 million tons.

“As we enter the lean season, this dramatic setback will cause food insecurity to rise sharply, and consequently, the need for assistance to grow,” she said.

The report from FAO and WFP follows earlier requests from the Afghan Government for emergency assistance. Earlier this month Afghan authorities and the UN appealed for $71 million to cover relief needs for the next six months.

* * *

Iraq

16 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan believes that the Iraq war in 2003 demonstrated the need for the international community to address the issue of preventive action in the context of Charter principles and showed the importance of joint efforts on matters of use of force, a United Nations spokesman said today.

Responding to media questions about the Secretary-General’s comments in a BBC interview, spokesman Fred Eckhard told a press briefing in New York that in his remarks the Secretary-General had reiterated his well-known position that the military action against Iraq was not in conformity with the UN Charter.

In the interview, Mr. Annan was repeatedly asked whether the war was “illegal.” “Yes,” he finally said, “I have indicated it is not in conformity with the UN Charter, from our point of view, and from the Charter point of view it was illegal.”

The Secretary-General said the war in Iraq and its aftermath had brought home painful lessons about the importance of resolving use-of-force issues jointly through the UN. “I think that in the end everybody is concluding that it is best to work together with allies and through the UN to deal with some of those issues.

“And I hope we do not see another Iraq-type operation for a long time,” the Secretary-General told the interviewer, noting that such action needed UN approval and a much broader support of the international community.

Mr. Eckhard stressed that this had been the Secretary-General’s longstanding view. The spokesman added that one of the purposes of a High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, which the Secretary-General had established, was to look at the issue of preventive war and to see how it could be employed in conformity with the Charter, which does not allow pre-emptive attacks.

“He has over the past more than a year used the words ‘not in conformity with the Charter’ to describe his view of the Iraq war and of course one of his purposes in establishing the UN panel on change was to look at the question of preventive war and try to bring that in conformity with the Charter principles, which do not promote preventive war,” Mr. Eckhard said.

“Since the war he has been emphasizing the need for nations on the Security Council and the UN membership as a whole to pull together, saying it is in everyone’s interest that stability be restored to Iraq,” the spokesman said. “So once the invasion took place, he did not look back, he looked forward.”

“But the principle of the Charter, called into question in his view by the invasion, needs to be addressed in a serious way,” Mr. Eckhard added. “And he asked the high level panel to look specifically at that issue. That panel is supposed to report by the end of this year and the Secretary-General would formulate his recommendations and put them to the General Assembly.”

* * *

Hurricane Ivan

16 September – United Nations disaster relief officials say the Caribbean nation of Grenada, which suffered the greatest death toll and destruction during Hurricane Ivan’s trail across the region, urgently needs tents, building materials, tools and seeds to help it rebuild homes and buildings and restart the economy.

More than a week after the storm destroyed or damaged 90 per cent of the country’s houses, authorities in Grenada have been able to restore about 70 per cent of the water supply, but many people still do not have drinkable water and purification tablets are required.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters in New York that the UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team in Grenada has made two missions to different parts of the country to measure the damage caused by the hurricane, which has killed dozens of people across the Caribbean in the past fortnight.

In northern Grenada, the UNDAC team found there is no power supply and many electric cables have fallen across roads, making driving hazardous. But most roads are operational and relief supplies are being distributed smoothly.

Many crops have also been damaged, and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that farmers need new seeds and tools and help with removing debris.

One of the worst affected crops is nutmeg, a major source of cash in Grenada. OCHA said it could take many years for nutmeg production to return to normal levels.

In Jamaica, which Hurricane Ivan struck last weekend, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has sent water containers, oral rehydration salts and emergency health kits to help with relief efforts.

Jamaica’s agricultural officials have estimated that the country’s banana industry has suffered $15 million to $20 million in damages and will take almost a year to recover. The citrus fruit, coffee and sugar industries have also been affected.

In Cuba, UN officials are scheduling field missions to the country’s west, which bore the brunt of the hurricane’s winds, to assess the damage in the area.

While still considered dangerous, Hurricane Ivan – the latest in a string of storms to strike the Caribbean this year – is now losing strength as it crosses the southeastern United States.

Meanwhile, OCHA warns that Tropical Storm Jeanne could cause further damage as it heads north across the Caribbean. A hurricane warning is in effect for the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands and the British Virgin Islands, while a tropical storm warning is in effect for St. Kitts and Nevis.

* * *

General Assembly
16 September – The new President of the United Nations General Assembly today called on the media to support the world body in addressing burning global issues and help the Assembly restore its leadership role.

Currently, the media displayed high interest in the work of the Security Council, whose resolutions are binding, but fewer journalists followed the deliberations of the Assembly, whose recommendations lack the force of law, Foreign Minister Jean Ping of Gabon told a news conference at UN Headquarters in New York. Enhancing the role of the UN had several aspects to it, and the media had a part to play in that regard, he said.

“We are facing many complex international challenges, and no organization is better equipped than the United Nations to address and resolve them,” Mr. Ping added.

The role of the world body had to be recognized and strengthened, for today’s challenges requiring collective solutions included not only wars and international terrorism, but also disease, poverty, environmental problems and development, he noted

Mr. Ping, who succeeds Julian R. Hunte of Saint Lucia to preside over the Assembly’s 59th session, stressed that numerous problems of the changing world could only be addressed if the major organs of the UN – the General Assembly, the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) – worked in harmony.

He highlighted reform of the Security Council and the need to restore the authority of the Assembly as among the main priorities. Reform of the 15-member Council had been on the agenda since 1993 and, in preparation for UN’s 60th session next year, it was important to move forward.

Mr. Ping stressed that while in 1945 there had been 50 Member States, today there were 191. The Security Council was last reformed in 1963 when the number of its members was increased from 11 to 15, but changes in the world since then must now be reflected.

* * *

Russia

16 September – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today announced plans to help hundreds of young survivors traumatized by this month’s school massacre in southern Russia to “pick up the pieces” by supporting their psychological rehabilitation and restoring their faith in schooling.

“We know from past experience that education is a great healer for children who have lived through traumatic events,” Carel de Rooy, UNICEF Representative in the Russian Federation, said after visiting the town of Beslan, where 338 people were killed and 747 injured in the hostage taking. “For these children, their own school has become a place of terror.

“Most of the children we spoke to in the hospital, particularly the younger ones, do not want to go back to school, for obvious reasons. It is clear that they will need help to pick up all the pieces of their lives – their family life, their friendships and, very importantly, their schooling.

“It will only add to their tragedy if these children, who have already lost so much, also lose out on their education,” he added.

UNICEF will support the children’s psychological rehabilitation in their communities after they return from the resorts where they are being sent as part of the recovery process. The agency is also planning to support the seven schools of Beslan that will receive the children from School Number One where the hostage taking occurred.

Through support to the whole education system in Beslan with such basics as desks, chairs, chalkboards and textbooks, UNICEF said it can help to make schools more comfortable and attractive to children again as it is clear that even those children in Beslan not directly involved in the tragic events are uneasy with the idea of going to school.

* * *

Eritrea

16 September – Eritrea has again closed a major road to traffic by United Nations peacekeepers charged with monitoring the ceasefire that ended a bitter two-year border war with neighbouring Ethiopia.

Only a month ago Eritrea had reopened the Asmara-Keren-Barentu road north of the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ), after a five-month closure, in what the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) regarded as “a sign of good faith.”

When it first closed the road, the main paved supply route to 1,500 UN peacekeepers in the western sector, Eritrea alleged illegal activity by UNMEE’s Finnish Guard Company escorting Mission convoys and said it was carrying out investigations.

The move forced UNMEE to take a longer, mostly dirt route that is in very bad condition in some sections, doubling the previous 5½ hours needed for the journey, increasing wear and tear on its vehicle fleet and imposing extra costs.

When Eritrea reopened the road in August, UNMEE spokesperson Gail Bindley-Taylor Sainte said that “this point for us the relationship looks positive,” noting that the Security Council had appealed to the Horn of Africa country to give the Mission “the freedom of movement it needs to carry out its mandate.”

But by the end of August Eritrea informed the UN that the road would again be closed, and it was shut as of 1 September.

Fighting between Eritrea and Ethiopia erupted in May 1998 over a border dispute. A Cessation of Hostilities agreement was signed in Algiers on 18 June 2000 and the Security Council set up UNMEE with a maximum military strength of 4,200 troops.

* * *

IAEA

16 September – South African authorities are working closely with the United Nations atomic watchdog agency in investigating cases of illicit trafficking of sensitive nuclear technology allegedly intended to help Libya’s now-abandoned nuclear weapons programme.

Earlier this year the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) called for a “vital” upgrading of security to prevent nuclear technology from falling into the wrong hands through an emerging global network of sophisticated black marketeering in weapons technology.

The Chairman of the South African Council for the Non-Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, Abdul Samad Minty, told a media briefing in Vienna, where the IAEA Board of Governors is meeting, that the probe related to the import and export of a controlled flow-forming lathe as well as production and possession of certain components associated with a centrifuge enrichment plant.

Arrests have been made and police searches of companies and facilities have uncovered shipping containers associated with a centrifuge uranium enrichment plant, he said yesterday. Enriched uranium can be used to produce nuclear bombs. IAEA safeguards inspectors have placed the containers as well as other uncovered equipment under Agency seal, he added.

The IAEA has long been concerned over trafficking in nuclear materials. “What we are seeing is a very sophisticated and complex underground network of black market operators not that much different from organized crime cartels,” IAEA Director-General, Mohamed ElBaradei warned in January.

“It’s vital that we keep making progress in combined efforts against illicit trafficking, and to keep upgrading security to effectively prevent sensitive nuclear material and technology from falling into wrong hands,” he added.

* * * 

Ozone Layer

16 September – As part of the global effort to repair the ozone layer which filters out ultraviolet solar rays that cause skin cancer and other ills, the United Nations environmental agency today called on world governments to monitor an ozone-damaging chemical still being used to kill pests on several important commodity crops.

Methyl bromide, a major ozone-depleting substance, is being phased out for some key agricultural purposes, such as fumigation of soils and pest control on farms, under an international agreement called the Montreal Protocol. But pest-control uses involving exports of commodity crops such as rice, maize, nuts, and animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets are exempted.

In a message marking International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted that 17 years after the signing of the Protocol, more than 90 per cent of ozone-depleting substances had been phased out. But while congratulating parties to the protocol for this remarkable success, he asked them to overcome some of the remaining challenges in this area. 

UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, too, noted the progress made but also the challenges lying ahead. “Efforts to repair the ozone layer have been one of the great environmental success stories,” he said.
“Scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing-out of numerous ozone-damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired. But this is far from guaranteed,” he added, calling on governments to re-double efforts to assess the quantities of methyl bromide being used on commodity export crops so as to fill in “significant knowledge gaps” on worldwide use.

He also cautioned that while, under the Montreal Protocol, developed countries are required to end use of methyl bromide on farms by the end of this year, Australian, European and North American governments are seeking so-called “Critical Use Exemptions” beyond the 2005 deadline on grounds that alternatives may be less effective and more expensive.

Mr. Toepfer said the quantities used on farms was well understood and “I hope we are now on a trajectory where its controlled uses are set to diminish.” But he warned that the precise levels being used for quarantine and pre-shipment purposes to kill insects like long-horned and bark beetles, wood boring wasps, moths and other pests remains uncertain.

As part of UNEP’s overall efforts to protect the 20-mile high ozone layer, the agency today released a new animated awareness video, “Ozzy Ozone,” in which the main character, an ozone molecule, takes viewers on a voyage of discovery to find out exactly what is attacking the layer. It explains how children can protect themselves from the harmful effects of ultraviolet radiation caused by ozone depletion. More than 56 Governments are broadcasting the video on their national television channels, reaching millions of viewers worldwide.

* * *

HIV/AIDS
16 September – Countries across southern Africa are showing they have the determination necessary to win the battle against the HIV/AIDS pandemic but many started too late and hurdles remain, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa said today.

Briefing reporters at UN Headquarters in New York after a visit to Uganda and Lesotho, Stephen Lewis said he was heartened that many nations in the region where AIDS has taken the greatest toll were now making every effort to defeat the scourge.

“Every government [in the region] is engaged in this. Some of them are slow to embrace treatment rationale, as in South Africa; some of them are overwhelmed by putting everything in place, as seems to be the case in Tanzania,” he said.

“But there is an almost universal, Pavlovian reflex – for example, in Botswana, Rwanda, Zambia, Malawi, Kenya and Namibia – to demolish the obstacles and get pervasive treatment underway.”

However, Mr. Lewis said, “what is happening now should have happened and could have happened several years ago,” and he said funding in global anti-AIDS initiatives still lagged behind what was required.

The Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria needs more money, he said, to pay for the so-called “3 by 5 initiative,” which calls for 3 million HIV/AIDS sufferers in developing countries to receive anti-retroviral therapy by the end of 2005.

Referring to his recent visit to Africa, Mr. Lewis highlighted Lesotho, where 30 per cent of its citizens are estimated to be HIV-positive – the most of any least developed country in the world – for its “remarkably talented and gifted Cabinet,” which he said had brought “all the apparatus of response” together to combat AIDS.

In Uganda, where there is a prevalence rate of about 4 per cent, Mr. Lewis praised the Government and anti-AIDS organizations for “a single-minded determination to carry it off.”

But the envoy said both countries still face enormous practical hurdles to beating back HIV/AIDS, which killed 2.2 million people in sub-Saharan Africa last year.

Mr. Lewis said Lesotho has a notorious industrial complex where as many as 54,000 female garment workers toil in “sweatshop” conditions for little pay, forcing them to seek what is called “transactional sex” to supplement their incomes and increasing the chance that sexual diseases such as AIDS will be transferred.

In northern Uganda, the brutal conflict waged by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) against the Government has included the abduction of thousands of children as soldiers or sexual slaves for the rebel group’s commanders.

As much as 90 per cent of the population in northern Uganda is displaced from their homes, Mr. Lewis said, adding it has also led to the phenomenon of “night commuters,” where up to 40,000 children walk several kilometres every evening to makeshift shelters to avoid LRA attacks.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

16 September – Alarmed by the rise of HIV/AIDS infection rates in Europe and Central Asia, two United Nations agencies today urged governments in the region to take practical actions to protect their populations from the epidemic.

“Countries of the newly enlarged European Union (EU) now have a prime opportunity to convert their commitment into concrete actions and programmes against AIDS,” said Jack Chow, a senior official of the World Health Organization (WHO), shortly before the start of the European Ministerial Conference on AIDS in Vilnius, Lithuania.

The two-day conference, entitled “Europe and HIV/AIDS: “New Challenges, New Opportunities,” is being hosted by the European Union and the Lithuanian Government.

For its part, the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) said more European cooperation and investment is needed in the region. “We would like to support the European Union for their renewed efforts to fight AIDS in Europe, particularly its commitment to assist the most-affected countries in its neighbourhood,” Henning Mikkelsen, UNAID’s Regional Coordinator, told a news conference in Vilnius.

WHO officials say nearly two million people in the region were already living with HIV/AIDS, adding that the epidemic poses a serious threat to the lives of thousands of people.

WHO studies show that deaths from AIDS have declined in Western Europe, but infection rates continue to rise, mainly because of the lack of prevention efforts by governments in the region.

With the highest infection rate in Eastern Europe, the epidemic continues to spread unchecked in Estonia, Latvia, the Russian Federation and Ukraine.

The number of people living with HIV in Western Europe increased to 580,000 in 2003 from 540,000 in 2001.

“Given that 80 per cent of those infected in Eastern Europe are young people, there is an urgent need for a massive and comprehensive response to reduce the vulnerability of young people and empower them to become active partners in the fight against AIDS,” said Lars O. Kallings, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Eastern Europe. “If no action is taken, we will be faced with a larger AIDS epidemic that risks crippling the region’s social and economic development and undermining national security.”

Stressing the need to launch “targeted awareness-raising campaigns,” Mr. Kallings said since HIV transmission in Eastern Europe was mainly driven by the use of drug injections, information, counselling and treatment should be readily made available to drug users to reduce the risk of HIV.

In Eastern Europe and Central Asia, about 120,000 people need antiretroviral (ARV) therapy, but currently only 15,000 are able to receive this treatment.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

16 September – The HIV/AIDS epidemic will have devastating consequences in the future in virtually every sector of society such as households, farms and economic growth, according to a new United Nations report released today.
“The Impact of AIDS,” issued by the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), says that without an effective vaccine or cure or better programmes to prevent its spread, HIV/AIDS – which has already killed over 20 million people since 1980 – will cause up to 100 million deaths in sub-Saharan Africa by 2025.

The disease also threatens the capabilities of health-care systems, jeopardizes the education of children, diminishes food security due to loss of farm workers, and weakens economies and stalls economic development because experiences workers are lost.

HIV/AIDS was found to be the most important population concern, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, where the virus is preventing achievement of the Millennium Development Goals adopted by world leaders at a UN summit in 2000.

The report stresses that efforts to prevent new infections and providing treatment for the infected HIV/AIDS population are essential.

“The course of the HIV/AIDS epidemic is by no means pre-determined,” the report concludes. “The eventual course of the disease depends on how individuals, communities, nations and the world respond to the HIV/AIDS threat today and tomorrow.”

* * *

Locusts

16 September – Locusts, which have already caused significant damage to crops and pasture in several West African countries, are swarming rapidly and threaten new invasions with the likelihood of even larger infestations next spring and further risk to the food supply, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization warns.

In its latest update on the potential plague, the Rome-based agency reports that widespread breeding continued in the first half of this month throughout the Sahelian (sub-Saharan) Zone in Mauritania, Senegal, Mali, Niger and, to a lesser extent, Burkina Faso, with hopper bands rapidly developing in all countries.

Summer generation swarms continue to form in southeastern Mauritania with smaller-scale breeding in Cape Verde and Chad. Some 3 million to 4 million hectares may be infested in the Sahel, it adds.

Earlier this month FAO called the next two months “extremely crucial” and urged the world community to come up with the funding and equipment needed to prevent the crop-devouring insects from developing into a full-scale plague.

The update warns that a substantial number of swarms will form in the coming days and during October, with the majority moving to west and northwest Mauritania and breeding there, or reinvading Senegal and moving south towards Guinea. Significant damage to crops and pasture has already been reported and is expected to affect food security in Mauritania, Mali, Senegal and Niger.

With the expansion of aerial spraying capacity currently under way, the rate of control is likely to increase considerably but the medium-term forecast suggests that a large number of hopper bands could form in the spring breeding areas in northwest Africa next year.

In August FAO warned that the current infestation is potentially worse than the last plague of 1987-89, which cost the international community $300 million, and last month it stressed the urgent need to get large quantities of pesticides, spraying equipment and other means to the scene. Only $37 million of the requested $100 million had been pledged while the situation continued to deteriorate, it added.

* * *

General Assembly

15 September – A United Nations General Assembly committee today recommended the inclusion of 158 agenda items for the Assembly’s just-opened session, but excluded once again a bid by countries to add for discussion the representation of Taiwan Province of China in the world body.

Nearly 120 speakers took the floor during a lengthy debate in the Assembly’s General Committee on what the Gambian representative referred to as a perennial “burning question” – “the equitable representation of the 23 million people of the Republic of China (Taiwan) in the United Nations.”

Introducing the item, Ambassador Crispin Grey-Johnson said the exclusion of a sovereign, peace-loving nation from the United Nations, “indicted us all both morally and politically.” But today the Committee had a chance “to rectify one of history’s greatest injustices...the 33-year exclusion of the people of Taiwan.” In this era of threats and new challenges to the international system, leaving out any nation was foolhardy and counterproductive.

Expressing his strong opposition to the inclusion of the item, Ambassador Wang Guangya of China said the purpose of such an act was nothing more than to create “two Chinas,” “one China, one Taiwan” in the United Nations. This “gross encroachment” not only ran counter to the purposes and principles of the Charter, but also “constituted a brazen challenge to the one-China principle widely recognized by the international community.” An internal matter for China, that issue had been long solved in political, legal and procedural terms when in 1971 the United Nations adopted, by an overwhelming majority, resolution 2758, he said.

In other action today, the Committee postponed to the Assembly’s sixtieth session the consideration of including the item “Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte,” as well as consideration of the item “Question of the Malagasy islands of Glorieuses, Juan de Nova, Europa and Bassas da India.”

Among the new items recommended by the Committee for inclusion were those related to observer status for the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the Southern African Development Community and the Collective Security Treaty Organization. Those items would be considered in plenary after the matter of their observer status had been taken up by the Sixth Committee, which deals with legal issues.

The Committee also decided to recommend that the Assembly conduct a plenary review next month of the progress made in the implementation of the recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III). As 2004 marks the tenth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development, held in Cairo, the Committee also recommended that the Assembly devote one day during this session to commemorate that meeting.

The Committee also recommended that the Assembly’s current session – its fifty-ninth – recess on 14 December and close on 14 September 2005.

* * *

Globalization

16 September – In the most significant attempt yet to shift international debate on globalization from confrontation to dialogue, world leaders from north and south will meet Monday at United Nations Headquarters in New York to launch a new global discussion on the vital role of fairness in ensuring peace, prosperity and security for all.

The meeting, on the eve of the opening of the UN General Assembly’s annual general debate to be attended by some 100 Heads of State or government, comes just a year after the collapse of World Trade Organization (WTO) talks in Cancun, Mexico, where African nations walked in protest at the refusal of developed countries to open up their agricultural markets by eliminating subsidies and other barriers.

Monday’s meeting will be hosted by Presidents Tarja Halonen of Finland and Benjamin William Mkapa of Tanzania, who co-chaired the World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization, and will be moderated by the Director-General of the UN International Labour Organization (ILO), Juan Somavia.

The event will seek to press upon the international community that, as poverty, social conflict and insecurity are rising worldwide, global efforts under the Millennium Declaration and Development Goals to address these issues by 2015 will fail unless new ways are found to create job opportunities and decent work for all through building a fair and inclusive globalization.

The Declaration and Development Goals, adopted by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000, seek to rehabilitate the world's social fabric, from slashing extreme poverty and hunger to curbing infant mortality and major diseases to improving access to education and health care for all – all by 2015.

Perspectives on the social dimension of globalization will be provided by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Presidents Jacques Chirac of France and Luiz Inàcio Lula da Silva of Brazil, and Foreign Minister Jean Ping of Gabon, President of the 59th session of the General Assembly.

The meeting will urge the 191-member UN to begin discussions on the need for “A Fair Globalization: Implementing the United Nations Millennium Declaration” for the first time.

The findings of the Halonen-Mkapa Commission highlight fair globalization as essential for global prosperity, peace and security and see a strengthened UN multilateral system as the instrument for bringing about the necessary reforms and ensuring coherence between international, economic, social and environmental policies.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

Joining us today in just a few minutes will be Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa.  And he’ll be talking to you about recent missions to Uganda and Lesotho.  It’s always a pleasure to have him back. 

**Sudan-SG
On Sudan, the Secretary-General plans to make an announcement to you.  He’ll probably do it in the Secretariat Lobby, going or coming from the building, in the afternoon.  And we’ll announce as soon as we have a specific time for that event.
**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, yesterday visited the African Union Ceasefire Commission headquarters in Al Fasher, North Darfur, where he met with General Festus Okonkwo, the Commission Chairman.
They exchanged views on the situation on the ground in Darfur, as well as means and ways to enhance communications between the Commission and the United Nations.
Today, the Deputy Special Representative for Humanitarian Affairs, Manuel Aranda da Silva, is visiting Al Fasher to meet with the rebel SLA (Sudan Liberation Army) leaders.
The discussions today will focus on granting security arrangements for humanitarian access to the areas under SLA control, similar to the ones in effect with the Sudanese Government. 
Meanwhile, the UN mission continues to receive reports on acts of banditry attributed to unknown armed individuals, particularly in North and South Darfur, including attacks on passenger buses and humanitarian agency vehicles and looting.
Jan Pronk has indicated that since the Abuja talks are to be adjourned, there are more reasons to be concerned because there will be no venue to discuss such security problems.
The rebel movements, particularly the JEM (Justice and Equality Movement), indicated yesterday to the AU mediation that they needed more time to reflect on the AU Chairman President Olusegun Obasanjo's request to the parties to the Abuja Talks to sign the humanitarian protocol, on which they agreed.  Meanwhile, on the North-South peace process, the Government of Sudan and the SPLM/A (Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army) are expected to resume their talks in October in Kenya.
**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations today on the UN Mission in Sierra Leone.  Daudi Mwakawago, the Special Representative for Sierra Leone, briefed on the latest report on the mission in that country.
**Afghanistan
I told you earlier this week that 15 UN international staff had remained in the city of Herat, in western Afghanistan, even after last weekend’s violent demonstration, when other staff were temporarily relocated from the city.
Staff have been returning to Herat, with 25 international staff there yesterday.  Another 18 international staff flew back today.  They continue to be supported by hundreds of UN Afghan staff who work and live in the city.
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) resumed its voluntary repatriation convoys in Herat yesterday, following a three-day suspension of activity.  The decision to restart the convoys coming in from Iran was made after UNHCR received firm assurances from the new Governor of the province, as well as from central government officials, that the convoys could cross safely.
We have more in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.
**Hurricane Ivan
The UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination team that went to Grenada has carried out two missions on the island, following the damage caused by Hurricane Ivan.
They said that approximately 90 per cent of the houses on the island have been damaged or destroyed by the hurricane, and consequently tents, building materials and tools are urgently needed.  The teams found that there is no power supply at all in northern Grenada, and crops have been badly damaged there.  Lack of food continues to be a serious problem in the parish of St. Andrews.
Meanwhile, the UN Children’s Fund has sent water containers, oral rehydration salts and health kits to Jamaica, as it seeks to recover from the hurricane.
Also, the UN country team in Cuba continues to exchange data with the national authorities, and field assessment missions to two areas in western Cuba are being scheduled.
**Beslan
The UN Children’s Fund representative in Russia, Carel de Rooy, said the next priority for the children of Beslan must be “to restore their faith in schooling”.
He said, after meeting with children who had been hospitalized following the hostage-taking in the school in Beslan last week, that most of the children he had spoken to do not want to return to school.  “For these children”, he said, “their own school has become a place of terror.”
UNICEF plans to help the children by supporting their psychological rehabilitation, and it is also trying to make the other seven schools in Beslan more comfortable and attractive to children, so that they can take in the students affected by the hostage-taking.  And we have a UNICEF press release with more details on that story. 
**International Day for Preservation of Ozone Layer
In a message to mark the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, the Secretary-General notes that, 17 years after the signing of the Montreal Protocol, more than 90 per cent of ozone-depleting substances have been phased out.  While congratulating the parties to the Protocol for this remarkable success, he asks them to overcome some of the remaining challenges in this area. 
In a separate message, Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), says that scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing out of numerous ozone-damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired.  But, Toepfer adds, this is far from guaranteed.
UNEP is now asking countries to assess the quantities of methyl bromide, an ozone-damaging chemical, being used to kill pests on shipments of rice, maize, nuts and other big commodity export crops.  Both those messages are available upstairs. 
**Other Announcements
Tomorrow morning at 10, the Secretary-General will lay a wreath outside the Meditation Room in the Visitors Lobby, to mark the forty-third anniversary of the death of Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld and his companions.
UNAIDS and the World Health Organization today urged European governments to adopt integrated HIV prevention and treatment programmes, at a time when more than 1.8 million people are living with HIV in Europe and Central Asia.  And we have a press release on that. 
Finally, ministers and officials from more than 100 countries will mark the debut of the Rotterdam Convention, dealing with hazardous chemicals and pesticides, at a high-level conference that begins in Geneva on 20 September.  And we have an FAO press release on that. 
**Press Conference this Afternoon
The long-awaited press conference on security arrangements for the general debate next week will take place at 1:15 today.  It will involve Bruno Henn, the Officer-in-Charge of the United Nations Security and Safety Service, and Abdellatif Kabbaj, the Chief of Media Accreditation and Liaison, and they’ll be happy to tell you everything you want to know about what you can’t do next week. 
**Press Conference on Gender Justice
A reminder that the organizers of the ongoing Conference on Gender Justice in post-conflict situations (the UN Development Fund for Women -- UNIFEM -- and the International Legal Assistance Consortium) will be holding a press conference this afternoon.
It will be held from 5:30 to 6:30 in the Ballroom of the UN Millennium Plaza Hotel.  
**Liberia
And my last item for today, the Department of Peacekeeping Operations is showing at 6 p.m. today, a film, "Liberia:  An Uncivil War", that can be seen in the Dag Hammarskjold Auditorium, and Special Representative Jacques Klein and the filmmaker will be there to answer your questions afterward.  

That’s all I have for you.  Richard? 

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I have a few questions for you in a row.  You’re saying the Secretary-General will speak about Sudan?

Spokesman:  He’ll have an announcement to make on Sudan sometime this afternoon.  We think it’ll be the early part of the afternoon.

Question:  Any guidance, whether it should be something that is taken live, is it a comment on genocide, or the resolution or an envoy?

Spokesman:  I can’t give you anything more at the moment.  I don’t know whether you want to carry it live.  Maybe you and I can talk after the briefing. 

Question:  Ok, on Iraq.  Was the Secretary-General trying to send a message when he said the Iraq war was illegal, and was this the first time he said the word, “illegal?”

Spokesman:  He has, over the past more than a year, used the words “not in conformity with the Charter” to describe his view of the Iraq war.  And, of course, one of his purposes in establishing the High-Level Panel on Change was to look at the question of preventive war and try to bring that in conformity with the Charter principles, which do not permit preventive war.

I can give you some quotes:  In The Hague, on 10 March 2003, he said, “I think that under today’s world order, the Charter is very clear on circumstances under which force can be used.  I think the discussion going on in the Council is to ensure that the Security Council, which is the master of its own deliberations, is able to pronounce itself on what happens.  If the US and others were to go outside the Council and take military action it would not be in conformity with the Charter.”

April 2 of that year:  “That is why”, he told a group of journalists, “the legitimacy of this action [the war] has been questioned, and widely questioned, and I myself have raised questions about it.  I have raised questions about the legitimacy and whether it was in conformity with the Charter.”

March 8 of this year, again, comments to journalists, “I myself indicated”, he said, “that a war would not be in conformity with the Charter and the credibility of any such action would be widely questioned and the legitimacy would be widely questioned.  And this is what happened.”

So the conformity with the Charter language has been his consistent position.  I think if you saw the interview, you saw that the Secretary-General was quite reluctant to use that word and in the end, after repeated pressure from the interviewer, he said, when the final question was, “Is it illegal?” he said, “Yes, I have indicated it is not in conformity with the UN Charter; from our point of view and from the Charter point of view, it was illegal.”

Question:  The SG may have said that many, many times over about the legitimacy of the war in Iraq, but is his recent statement to the BBC likely to place the issue, to highlight it to the General Assembly?

Spokesman:  I don’t think that’s his intention.  Since the war, he has been emphasizing the need for the nations on the Security Council and in the UN membership as a whole, to pull together to deal with the situation in Iraq, saying, “It is in everyone’s interest that stability be restored to Iraq.” So, once the invasion took place, he didn’t look back.  He looked forward.

But the principle of the Charter called into question, in his view, by the invasion, needs to be addressed in a serious way, and that’s why he asked the High-Level Panel to look specifically at that issue.  That panel is supposed to report by the end of this year, and the Secretary-General will formulate its recommendations and put them to the General Assembly next year.

Question:  Is it his concern now that he said it at this particular time that it may be forced to be on the minds of heads of State here next week?

Spokesman:  I don’t think he would want to anticipate any particular results such as that of his comments yesterday.  He feels it’s no different from what he’s been saying for more than a year, and that position is very well known to member governments. 

Question:  Can you give us more information about illegal action in Iraq.  In that interview, it is (inaudible) is the first question.  The second is, will the Security Council (inaudible) a new draft resolution on the Sudan tomorrow?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General said, as recently as yesterday, that the decision on the elections in Iraq is to be made by the Iraqis themselves, by the independent Iraqi Electoral Commission.  So that is their judgement call.

You’ll have to ask the President of the Council what his expectation is regarding a vote on the draft resolution on the Sudan, that the Council is now considering.

Question:  Do you think Annan’s comments are a non-story?

Spokesman:  We see nothing new in it.  Djibril?
Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Good afternoon.  Three points very quickly.  President Jean Ping had his first press conference today, which makes my work and my life easier because you had a chance to ask him most of the questions that you had on your mind.  Second point, yesterday afternoon, the General Committee continued its consideration of the memorandum of the Secretary-General regarding the organization of the fifty-ninth session of the General Assembly and this memorandum is contained in document A/BUR/59/1.  You may recall that in my briefing yesterday, I mentioned the fact that the General Committee was considering Section 4 of the memorandum.  That section is entitled Adoption of the Agenda. Today, there is an open-ended meeting of the General Committee and the agenda is going to be adopted tomorrow morning at the plenary session of the General Assembly. 

Please allow me to end on a personal note because the next speaker is a person from whom I learned to be a spokesperson, Stephen Lewis, who was then Chairman of the Organizing Committee, in the 1980s, of what was called the UN Plan of Action for Africa’s Recovery.  And when you all asked me questions after midnight, he was still chairing meetings in the windowless rooms in the basement.  And I’d come out and say, “The Chairman is very busy”, and he’ll say, “No, let him come I’ll answer his questions.”  He’s very, very media friendly and for that I want to thank you again, Stephen Lewis.  

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Well, I hope Mr. Lewis said to return all phone calls because we didn’t hear from you on Taiwan yesterday.  What happened, if you could tell us for broadcasting purposes?  What was the final result? 

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Alright.  You know the United Nations being an intergovernmental body, every country, every MemberState has the right to recommend points on the agenda for consideration and, as I mentioned yesterday, the General Committee looks at all the points and decides to recommend them or not to recommend them for adoption to the General Assembly.  So the General Committee met yesterday, considered several items on the agenda, and one of those items was the one that you’re referring to, Richard, item 159 regarding Taiwan.  And yesterday afternoon, the General Committee decided not to recommend the inclusion of that item in the agenda of the fifty-ninth session.

Question:  Can I make a recommendation?  I know that eventually we get it the day of the event but with all the DPI staff, is there a way that we can get an e-mail with the names of the speakers in the General Assembly, at least for the first week.  For broadcasters, for writers, I think that’s even more important than some of the summaries we’ll get on some other events this week.  I think the focus should be put on that because if you’re trying to get more interest in the speeches, people want to know who’s going to appear.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I spoke yesterday, I may not have spoken to you, Richard, but I spoke to quite a few of your colleagues and I have to talk to Fred about this because we have to balance it out with issues of security, which are being raised.  And I’m on a learning curve right now and I’ll do my best to serve you.  But we did look at the question yesterday and some concerns were raised, which I’ll consult with the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on, and we’ll do our best to serve you. 

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��Reuters - U.N. Seeks Limits on Pesticide Harming Ozone Layer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pesticide" ��ABCNEWS.Com  - U.N. Seeks Limits on Pesticide Harming Ozone Layer�*


� HYPERLINK  \l "Protection" ��China Daily - Nation ensures ozone layer protection goal�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Letrou" ��Le Figaro - Le trou dans la couche d’ozone fait debat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "couchedozone" ��AFP - Ozone-ONU-environnement-   Couche d'ozone: mise en garde de l'ONU�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Chemicals" ��Xinhua  - UN agencies add 15 hazardous chemicals to trade "watch list"�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��Deepikaglobal.com - UN seeks limits on pesticide harming ozone layer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Contamination" ��SciDev.net - Iraqi scientists to study country's contamination � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.scidev.net/siteimages/spacer.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���16 September 2004���


*  Also reported by Panapress – see page 14
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