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Ringing Telephones Warn of Tsunamis 

January 16, 2005
Making operational a tsunami early warning system in the Indian Ocean must be one of the key outcomes of an international disaster reduction conference taking place in Japan, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said on January 15, 2005.

The conference should also outline how such a system can be extended beyond the Indian Ocean to all seas and oceans across the globe and to all forms of natural and man-made disasters including climate change, said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director.

“The need for early warning was one of the key outcomes of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) conference which closed on Friday in Mauritius. The United Nations, governments and civil society are as one on this issue,” he said.

“The disaster reduction conference, taking place between 18 and 22 January in Kobe, must now take this forward and put real flesh on these plans including the sums of money needed and the roles of the different actors involved,” added Mr Toepfer.

The SIDS conference also highlighted how natural features such as coral reefs and mangroves play important roles in defending small islands and low lying coastal areas from aggressive and destructive seas.

Governments agreed that more action should be taken to conserve these vital ecosystems by, for example, reducing pollution from the land into coastal areas, tackling illegal trade in corals and better assessing the impact of coastal developments.

Delegates at the SIDS meeting agreed that early warning systems were vital and that along with technology such as telecommunications and sea-based buoys, reducing vulnerability to such events also required community based initiatives involving education and training.

A special session of the Kobe World Conference on Disaster Reduction has been organized on 19 January by the Japanese government to specifically address the tsunami issue.

Mr Toepfer said much could be learnt from the Caribbean, where a Caribbean Tsunami Warning System was approved in 2002 following an earlier meeting hosted by the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and UNEP.

The system, which would cover areas including the Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Mexico and the Bahamas, is designed to alert countries and communities to a potentially damaging tsunami by ringing telephones and setting off alarm tones on personal computers.

Other components of the system include a network of sea level gauges, able to detect the emergence of big waves, a network of seismic stations and links to weather and meteorological stations in the region.

An aggressive public education and information program for local communities is also proposed including how to spot warning signs and develop appropriate evacuation procedures.

The system, which has been priced at just under $2.5 million, would take about three years to establish. But since being agreed there has been little progress towards its implementation.

Mr Toepfer said: “We must ensure that the proposed Indian Ocean early warning system does not, like the Caribbean one, simply lie on the shelf gathering dust. We must, as a tribute to those 150,000 people who died as a result of the devastating tsunami of 26 December 2004, translate fine words into deeds to ensure that vulnerability in the Indian Ocean is reduced and that early warning systems elsewhere are put in place. These need to cover not only tsunamis but other catastrophes including hurricanes and cyclones, fires, chemical accidents and oil spills”.

Since the tragedy of 26 December, UNEP along with other UN bodies and the international community has been assisting the countries affected including small islands such as the Seychelles and the Maldives.

An initial assessment or ‘screening’ of the environmental damage, including damage to natural sea defenses such as coral reefs and mangrove swamps and chemical and waste installations, is expected from UNEP teams by mid to late February when UNEP will hold its Governing Council at its Nairobi, Kenya, headquarters.

The Mauritius Declaration, which came at the end of the SIDS meeting held last week in Port Louis, Mauritius, states that “we, the representatives of the people of the world, reiterate that the acknowledged vulnerability of small island developing states continues to be of major concern and that this vulnerability will grow unless urgent steps are taken”.

Governments also specifically backed calls for an Indian Ocean and more extended early warning network.

“The tragic impacts of the Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami and the recent hurricanes in the Caribbean and Pacific highlight the need to develop and strengthen effective disaster risk reduction, early warning systems, emergency relief, and rehabilitation and reconstruction capacities,” says the declaration. 

US military sees its tsunami work winding down

17.01.05

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia - The US military, a leading force behind relief efforts in tsunami-hit nations, said it expected to end major work in Thailand and Sri Lanka within two weeks but to stay longer in Indonesia.

More shopping markets reopened, fishermen received new boats and even the sea was given a clean-up as people in the Indian Ocean region set about repairing the damage from the December 26 tsunami and restoring normal life.

US Deputy Defence Secretary Paul Wolfowitz flew over Indonesia's worst-hit Aceh province, where the tsunami killed about two-thirds of the total global death toll of more than 162,000, and told reporters he was shocked at the devastation.

"I thought I was prepared for it, and I honestly wasn't -- the enormous extent of it, the complete desolation," he said.

US military commanders briefed Wolfowitz, saying Thailand and Sri Lanka would soon be able to cope on their own.

"We see ourselves in a position to make that transition in a week or two," Lieutenant General Robert Blackman told Wolfowitz at U-tapao Royal Thai Naval base south of Bangkok.

Officers said it would take slightly longer in Indonesia.

The United States has deployed some 15,000 servicemen, ships and helicopters to deliver emergency aid to tsunami-ravaged countries round the Indian Ocean, mostly to Aceh.

Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim country, is sensitive about having a large multinational military presence in Aceh, an area riven by a separatist conflict, and wants US, Japanese, Australian and other forces to leave by April.

Wolfowitz, US ambassador to Indonesia in the late 1980s, said Washington had no problem with Jakarta setting a deadline because it was a goal to take over all aid work.

"We don't have a plan other than to (work) as quickly as we can to hand over responsibility to others, and especially to the Indonesian government," he said. "Our goal is to put ourselves out of business as quickly as possible."

UN officials say US helicopters have been vital in getting aid to remote areas where the tsunami washed away roads, bridges and airstrips. Washington views aid efforts as essential to its war against terrorism and regional security in Asia.

Wolfowitz, due to meet President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and other Indonesian officials on Sunday, said he hoped the goodwill shown in helping tsunami victims would reap some political capital.

In Aceh's capital Banda Aceh, aftershocks shook houses, sending residents fleeing their homes yet again.

Some 3000 tsunami survivors are being hired for US$3.30 ($4.73) a day to clean up rubble in the city under a UN-funded programme.

The UN refugee agency is distributing thousands of tents, mostly on Aceh's northwest coast. But aid workers say relatively few of the 700,000 displaced in Aceh live like refugees as most turn to extended families.

In Sri Lanka, where 30,000 were killed by the tsunami, the government signalled reconstruction was under way by handing 60 modest fibreglass boats to fishermen.

There are plans to replace half of the estimated 18,500 vessels washed away or smashed to pieces by tsunami.

Others tried to help themselves. Some fishermen patched up their boats and farmers worked to stop their land being damaged by the tsunami's salt water.

UN staff say there is no sign of diseases breaking out in tsunami-hit countries that also include India, Malaysia, the Maldives, Bangladesh, Myanmar and East African states.

On India's Andaman and Nicobar islands traumatised survivors were given counselling to deal with what they lived through.

A hush descended among dozens of people huddled on plastic sheets in one camp for the homeless as a relief worker shouted into a microphone.

"If you can't sleep at night or are fearful of loud noises that remind you of the tsunami, there is help," the worker said. "Doctors are here to help you. Come to the medical room."

Within minutes, men, women and children had crowded into a classroom where mental health doctors were on hand.

"My son gets scared very easily after the tsunami. He hardly speaks any more and is always holding my arm," schoolteacher Swaran Rekha told one doctor of her 6-year-old.

The remote island chain includes stone-age tribes, some of whom believe a giant boar-like animal sleeping below them has been turning on its sides and caused the earthquake off Indonesia that triggered the tsunami.

"Some people are saying these are the last days of the world," said one refugee, declining to be named.

In Thailand, where many foreign tourists were among the 5300 dead, around 300 volunteer divers scoured the sea floor and prized coral reefs to clear debris around Phuket island so tourism can restart.

Two Buddhist monks sailed out to bless the divers and pray for peace for the spirits of the dead.

UN environment chief Klaus Toepfer said an international disaster reduction conference in Japan next week should forge an agreement on a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean region.

The meeting should also outline how the system could be extended to all seas and oceans across the globe and to all forms of natural and man-made disasters, he said.

"We must ensure that the proposed Indian Ocean early-warning system does not ... simply lie on the shelf gathering dust," said Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Programme.

La Tercera

Piden sistema de alarma mundial para tsunamis

17.01.05

La creación de un sistema de alarma para maremotos que se extienda desde el océano Indico al resto de los mares del planeta, será uno de los principales temas a discutir durante la próxima conferencia internacional para la reducción de desastres, que se inicia mañana en Japón.

Así lo señaló el director del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma), Klaus Toepfer, quien dijo que el mecanismo debe estar diseñado para advertir a los países ante tsunamis potencialmente destructivos.

Para ello sugieren que los mensajes de alerta pueden ser difundidos mediante un sistema telefónico y con alarmas en los computadores personales, a lo que se debe sumar una conexión con estaciones meteorológicas, sísmicas y climáticas.

Durante la tragedia que asotó al sudeste asiático el pasado 26 de diciembre, un sistema de alerta coordinado habría servido para salvar muchas vidas. De hecho, en la oportunidad los gobiernos de la zona no fueron alertados por el centro de control de tsunamis de Hawai, por falta de acuerdos formales entre los países afectados y debido a que los encargados de dar la alerta no encontraron los teléfonos de contacto para advertir a las autoridades sobre el peligro que amenazaba a sus costas.

Solamente alcanzaron a ser advertidos los países del océano Pacífico, cuyo protocolo estaba activo, pero estos tenían escasa probabilidad de peligro.

El centro de control de tsunamis anunció que agregará 32 nuevas boyas de detección a las seis existentes, creando una red que debería estar lista a mediados de 2007. Pero ello de nada servirá si no se consigue realizar una adecuada interconexión con la Organización Meteorológica Mundial, entidad que enlaza todos los sistemas meteorológicos mundiales y que puede transmitir una alarma en cada punto del planeta en menos de 30 minutos.

ONU PIDE SISTEMA DE ALARMAS PARA TSUNAMIS EN ASIA 

NACIONES UNIDAS, 15 (ANSA) 

 La conferencia internacional para la reducción de desastres que se abrirá la próxima semana en Japón servirá para avanzar hacia un acuerdo para un sistema de alarma de maremotos en el océano Indico, dijo hoy Klaus Toepfer, director del Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 


La reunión también subrayará cómo ese sistema puede ser extendido más allá de la región, a todos los mares y océanos del planeta, y a todas las formas de desastres naturales y provocados por el hombre, incluyendo los cambios climáticos, dijo el jefe del PNUMA. 


La necesidad de una alerta temprana fue uno de los resultados claves de la recientemente concluída conferencia de la ONU sobre el desarrollo de los Estados de las islas pequeñas, que se realizó en Mauricios. 


Toepfer agregó que la conferencia para la reducción de desastres, que se hará en Kobe del 18 al 22 de enero, "debe ahora avanzar y asumir un compromiso concreto en estos planes, incluyendo las sumas de dinero necesarias y los papeles de los distintos actores participantes". 

Reuters

January 17, 2005 


SINGAPORE - The Indian Ocean tsunami highlighted the life-saving benefits of mangroves and reefs, officials and environmentalists say, leading some Asia nations to look at replanting lost or damaged mangrove forests. 

More than 162,000 died in the Dec. 26 quake and tsunami disaster in which waves up to 10 metres (33 ft) crashed into coastlines along many Indian Ocean nations. 

In some areas, such as the Maldives, coral reefs took the full force of the waves, limiting the damage on land. In other places, mangrove forests helped save lives and limit damage to buildings by acting as a giant dampener, environmentalists say. 

"Mangroves in Ranong and Phang Nga saved hundreds of people," said Maitree Duangsawasdi, head of the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, referring to two of Thailand's six affected provinces in which thousands of people died. 

"We need to rebuild those that were damaged and plant more of them and other trees like pines and coconuts along the coastline," he said, adding that his department would finish a rehabilitation plan for mangroves and coral reefs next week. 

Malaysia has said it wanted mangrove forests protected from development because they acted as a natural barrier against tsunamis, while Indonesia this week announced a massive mangrove reforestation project. 

"The mangroves are extremely important in forming an effective barrier against any type of wave," said John Pernetta, project director for the United Nations Environment Programme's Global Environment Facility in the South China Sea. 

"It takes the energy out of the wave, so while the forest itself will be trashed, it will protect the infrastructure behind it." 

Mangroves also seen as crucial protection against storm surges, walls of water pushed inland by typhoons as they approach the coast. In 1999, thousands of people died in the eastern Indian state of Orissa when a powerful typhoon generated tidal waves up to 8 metres high. 

Indian environmentalists say the destruction of large areas of mangroves contributed to the high death toll and damage. 


VULNERABLE 

In Indonesia, where more than 110,000 people are known to have died in last month's tsunami, the government is looking at turning some residential areas in Aceh province into mangrove forests to counter the effects of future tsunamis. 

Forestry Minister Malam Sambat Kaban told Reuters on Friday Indonesia had lost about 650,000 hectares (1.65 million acres) of mangroves over the past several decades -- or about 30 percent of its total. The government wanted to revive coastal and riverine forests ripped out to build commercial fish farms. 

"The tsunami in Aceh made us see the need to speed up this (replanting) process. In Aceh, especially the west and north coast, 30,000 hectares need reforestation," he said. 

In Sri Lanka, where more than 30,000 people died, A.H.M. Fowzie, Minister of Environment and Natural Resources, said his ministry would look at drawing up laws that would ban further destruction of mangroves and beach dunes and also to introduce laws compelling developers to replant and build artificial reefs. 

"It is definitely clear that some mangroves were damaged, but it is also clear that they also helped prevent further damage in areas where they still exists," he said. At a meeting of small island nations in Mauritius this week, Claude Martin, WWF director-general, said tsunami-affected nations needed to look at protecting and rehabilitating coastlines as part of reconstruction efforts. 

He also said typhoons, which occur often in Asia, are expected to become more powerful because of global warming. 

Pernetta said about 80 percent of mangrove forests on Thailand's eastern seaboard have been destroyed in the last few decades, most of it as a result of small-scale shrimp-farming. 

The situation on the west coast, hit by the tsunami, was much better, with only about 20 percent destruction. 

But Vietnam, which has cleared a lot of mangroves along its South China Sea coast, which is frequently hit by storms, was trying to reverse this process by planting mangroves, he said. 

Environmentalists in India, where more than 15,000 people died, say areas that suffered maximum damage from the tsunami had no natural barriers. 

"Areas that had mangroves suffered the least destruction. In the Andaman and Nicobar islands, for instance, there are many places where mangroves and coral reefs are still intact. If they weren't, it could have been much worse," said Debi Goenka, an environmentalist with the Bombay Environmental Action Group. 

"Tamil Nadu, on the other hand, suffered so much because it had no mangroves or coral reefs and most of the construction is on beaches or close to high tide areas." 

Medical Devices & Surgical Technology Week January 16, 2005 
Company to provide analytical food safety test kits for U.N. program in Iraq


Strategic Diagnostics Inc. (SDIX), a provider of antibody products and analytical test kits for the food-safety and water-quality markets, has been awarded a contract to supply the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) with on-site testing systems for site investigations in Iraq. 

The $100,000 order is the first for SDI with the UNEP, which provides environmental expertise and guidance throughout the world.

The UNEP project, according to newspaper reports, is being performed in conjunction with the Post-Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU) and the Iraqi Ministry of Environment and contains 5 sites selected from a list of 10 priority sites for a pilot study. It has been estimated that there are over 300 such contaminated sites in Iraq.

Strategic Diagnostics Inc. technology is used by consultants, engineers, laboratories and environmental regulators to characterize environmental contamination on-site and test for effective removal or remediation of contamination.

Yemen News Agency

UNEP team completes study of Dhamar-Dhale'a energy realm
Sanaa, January 16 
The delegation of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) have completed their study of the "realm of energy" that extends from Dhamar to Dhale'a. 

The team has been involved in a study of the thermal energy in al-Lasi and Asil mountains of Dhamar, the size of potential gases in that realm and utilizing the realm in the generation of conventional power. 

The team had also visited Damt where they inspected spas and the unique topography of that region.

Coordinator of the Thermal Energy Project Eng Nouri Jamal said the project "satisfies the aspirations of the Ministry of Water and Environment, the Ministry of Oil and Minerals, the Ministry of Electricity and other likeminded organizations".

He pointed out that geothermal energy "is one of the significant natural and sustainable resources in the Arab-African rift, a virtual region that extends from Palestine to Kenya". 

"Waters, heat, gases and pressures piled up in the rift, with the progress of time," he said.

The power project, he expects, will cost more than $1.5 million if carried out.

The Global Environmental Facility (GEF), and the UNEP are expected to approve the project to be carried out in 41 months with the contribution of the Government.

A feasibility study will assess the potential economic benefit and environmental impact of the project.

The Asheville Citizen-Times January 14, 2005 
SHOOTING THE BREEZE

While many have been enjoying the recent t-shirt weather, WNC ski resorts are feeling its pain.

The high temps have caused local ski areas to close runs, cut back hours, and prevented snowmaking. Ski Beech even canceled its 22nd annual Adaptive Ski Clinic for next week.

Although the ski industry is hurting financially, they are planning to ride out the balminess while hoping for a blizzard.

But is this something more sinister than the so-called "January thaw?" A report issued last year by the United Nations Environment Programme says global warming, if left unchecked, will ruin the ski industry by the year 2100.

Ski resorts, mostly in the Rocky Mountains, have responded with a "Sustainable Slopes" program to reduce emissions of "greenhouse gases," by encouraging people to carpool to the slopes and buy clean energy for their homes.

Local ski slopes have so far shunned such notions. But maybe it's time to wake up and smell the gases.

Ethical Corporation Magazine

Communicating Corporate Social Responsibility to Internal Stakeholders

Internal communications are vital to the success of corporate social responsibility programs, argues Ryan Lynch. 

Many major retailers and manufacturers have established corporate social responsibility programmes that require suppliers to adhere to a corporate code of conduct, a regular schedule of monitoring visits, and a process of communicating remediation in order to verify and improve supplier compliance. 

A number of forward-thinking programmes have come to the realisation that supplier monitoring alone is not the best approach, but that a programme that incorporates supplier engagement and education will improve retention and adherence of corporate requirements. 

Surprisingly, many of these same programmes that place such value on educating external stakeholders often neglect key audiences within their own company. 

Poor internal communication of corporate social responsibility programmes can have many impacts. If key staff and departments do not understand how the programme impacts their organisational functions, they may not effectively support the programme goals. 

Overcoming contradictions
In many cases, corporate social responsibility goals may be perceived as contradictory to the goals of other departments, and instead of support and participation, the corporate social responsibility programme staff may receive resistance from these departments. 

And if corporate social responsibility programme staff do not take the time to communicate programme goals and requirements to internal stakeholders, they miss the viewpoint and experience of staff that may be able to contribute to programme development and effectiveness. 

They may also miss opportunities to connect the programme to other corporate initiatives, adding value to a corporate social responsibility programme that may be seen as a financial drain by uninformed staff. 

Larger organisations can find that multiple departments are working redundantly on similar initiatives, instead of pooling their efforts. At worst, multiple projects like this may even contradict one another.

When developing a corporate social responsibility programme that manages supplier compliance, it is important to determine which staff are key stakeholders early in the process, and to develop a communication plan. 

A steering committee should have a sponsor in senior management, and should include representatives from the corporate social responsibility department (if there is an independent department), legal, sourcing/merchandising, investor relations, corporate communications, and perhaps even other entities such as finance and product development. 

Aside from the corporate social responsibility programme staff, the internal stakeholders who are often closest to this type of programme are the sourcing/merchandising staff. 

Buyers have become more accustomed to adding social and environmental compliance to the traditional list of criteria – cost, quality, and capacity. 

Bring in the buyers
Many times, communication to the buyers is relegated to informing them of the standards that their suppliers must uphold, and how they are required to participate in the process (often by producing an approved audit report). This communication often exists in the form of training seminars or internal documentation. 

The requirements asked of the sourcing staff present a challenge in that, more often than not, buyers are only evaluated on their suppliers’ ability to provide quality merchandise inexpensively and in a timely manner. 

The participation and success of their suppliers is required, but often not measured and accounted for in buyers’ compensation. This often leads to an adversarial relationship where the corporate social responsibility department is seen as an obstacle to the success of a buyer, instead of a partner in the success of the organisation. 

Early education and communication with these stakeholders can improve adoption and acceptance by allowing the buying staff the opportunity to voice concerns. 

It also allows them to prepare any changes that may need to be made to their job functions as early as possible. 

And the lawyers
Another key group of internal stakeholders that is often neglected is the legal department. Many corporate social responsibility staff members perceive legal departments as necessary evils that should be engaged as infrequently as possible if progress on an initiative is to be expected. 

Elliot Schrage, senior fellow in business and foreign policy at the Council on Foreign Relations and former senior vice president for global affairs at Gap, recognizes this challenge, and invites corporate social responsibility departments to “approach the legal department early in the process of developing a programme, and offer it as an opportunity that is presented early, versus a problem that arises later.” 

In-house council is a stakeholder who is close enough to the company to understand the organisational needs, and who also has the background to anticipate potential legal risks. 

Legal is obviously a necessary participant in the drafting of any agreements with business partners, such as a code of conduct, but is also one who can provide value when developing other elements, such as the internal reporting structure of the programme. 

Surprisingly, some corporate social responsibility programmes overlook the corporate communications department. 

Not forgetting the communications department
More often than not, it is the corporate communications department that approaches the corporate social responsibility staff, in order to collect data on the company’s sourcing practices for external sustainability reporting. 

By neglecting to make the communications staff an active participant in the programme, the corporate social responsibility staff is losing an opportunity to influence a larger audience within the organisation. 

The skill set of the communications staff can benefit the corporate social responsibility departmental staff in several ways. 

First, they can help target the appropriate internal (and external) audiences. 

Secondly, they can work with the corporate social responsibility staff to craft a message that concisely describes departmental and organisational goals and requirements in a way that encourages support. 

The communications staff can also help choose the mediums that best carry the messages to various stakeholders at multiple levels. They can also manage the process of ensuring that both internal and external communications remain consistent, as this is vital. 

Since corporate social responsibility programmes are an investment in the long-term sustainability of the business, the communications staff must understand how to integrate the corporate social responsibility department’s actions into the most basic value statements that are at the core of the organisation’s beliefs. 

With the rise in socially responsible investing, investor relations departments are increasingly turning to corporate social responsibility programme staff to answer questions being asked by socially responsible investment firms. 

Carlos Joly, the co-chair of the United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative Asset Management Working Group, makes the case that the actions of the corporate social responsibility department add to the long-term value of the company. Sustainability reports are a great opportunity to demonstrate to financial analysts that the company is increasing its value by investing in its long-term health and growth. 

Tangible areas where a corporate social responsibility department can add value are in the recognition and mitigation of potential risks, and by providing the organisation with a closer relationship with emerging markets. 

This viewpoint is even gaining increased credibility among mainstream analysts who do not focus specifically on socially responsible investments. 

An indicator of this is the endorsement by many major banking institutions, including Deutsche Bank, HSBC, and ABM AMRO, of the United Nations Global Compact initiative “Who Cares Wins”, which is working towards integrating environmental, social, and governance issues into methods used by mainstream analysts. 

Products and innovation
The product development staff may also require greater involvement in some organisations over others. This applies especially to products such as automobiles or household appliances. 

In their sustainability report, the Carrier Corporation describes the efforts that their product development staff has taken to design their products in a sustainable way. 

They have succeeded in creating air conditioners that are constructed with fewer materials, are more energy efficient, and use refrigerants that do not damage the ozone layer. 

This focus on sustainable practices has led to the development of new products, and products with improvements that create competitive advantages. 

This is example of engaging internal stakeholders at the beginning of the product lifecycle in order to demonstrate the value that corporate social responsibility practices have added to the organisation. 

Three groups that are not generally associated with supplier compliance programmes are the sales, marketing, and retail staffs. This is unfortunate, because this is the most prominent public face of many companies. 

Educating these groups of stakeholders puts them in a better position to address critics or to demonstrate how the corporate social responsibility programme adds value to the organisation, product or service. 

For example, educating retail managers on the corporate social responsibility programme allows them to speak to customers who want to be reassured that they are buying a product that is made in an ethical manner. 

Another example is of a manufacturer being able to demonstrate to a licensor or retailer that their corporate social responsibility programme supports that of their potential customer. 

HR and auditing
The marketing department should also participate in the communication, as they may be able to integrate corporate social responsibility efforts into future branding campaigns. 

Two other “back-end” departments that are sometimes neglected in communications regarding supplier compliance are human resources and internal auditing. If a system of internal audits is already being conducted within the organisation, the audit staff may be able to contribute to developing a system of supplier monitoring. 

Human resources may also benefit by incorporating supplier compliance issues with internal corporate ethics programmes, so that both internal and external ethics programmes support and reflect one another. 

In general, organisations should take care to ask themselves who within the organisation is not being engaged regarding all corporate social responsibility initiatives. 

Employees who remain informed about the efforts of their employer, are put in a better position to feel good about the company for which they work, which ultimately leads to reduced turnover. 

John Paluszek, senior council for Ketchum, a public relations agency, stated: “Employees can be potent ambassadors for a company, either positively or negatively. A personal testimony about a company by one of its employees is a convincing statement about the organisation.” 

Finally, effective internal communication on corporate social responsibility policies should always include senior management – all the way up to the chief executive. 

Without buy-in from senior management, corporate social responsibility programmes run the risk of losing support throughout key areas of the organisation. 

Members of management need to understand how the programme adds value and why it needs to be given consideration during the development of budgets. 

A great way to add value to management’s role is to equip them with ways to address critics, especially in public forums such as shareholder events. 

If the values that the corporate social responsibility programme support are not integrated with the long-term vision of the company, they will be perceived as a short-term financial drain, versus a long-term value-add. 

It is important to proactively educate all stakeholders on this larger perspective, and get their buy-in early, before they have the opportunity to develop an uninformed opinion. 

An ounce of prevention used in developing an effective communication plan is worth the pound of cure required to change the minds of stakeholders whose support is required to meet the goals of the corporate social responsibility programme and of the organisation.

Ryan Lynch is regional manager at Cal Safety Compliance Corporation (CSCC), a specialist in corporate social responsibility monitoring and consultation.

El Universal 

Generan cruceros toneladas de basura 

Un buque deja hasta mil 200 metros cúbicos de desperdicio 

Sábado 15 de enero de 2005 

KINGSTON. La industria de la navegación moviliza en el Caribe cantidades multimillonarias de dólares, fundamentales para la prosperidad de las pequeñas naciones insulares del área, pero también produce grandes cantidades de desechos que no se manejan de forma adecuada. 

El Caribe tiene "el tráfico marítimo más intenso del mundo", con unos 50 mil barcos anuales que transportan 14.5 millones de turistas, según datos del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 

Un típico buque para cruceros con 3 mil pasajeros produce de 400 a mil 200 metros cúbicos de desperdicios húmedos por día, que incluyen el agua usada en cocinas y baños, según el PNUMA. 

"No hay instalaciones adecuadas para recibir la basura de los barcos, y lo más grave es que también se carece de recursos y estructuras organizativas para controlar a las propias embarcaciones" de carga y de pasajeros, dijo a Tierramérica el vicepresidente de la Autoridad Portuaria de Jamaica, Ian Blair. 

Eso significa grandes problemas relacionados con los residuos, incluyendo los líquidos oleosos que se acumulan en la sentina (cavidad inferior dentro del casco, sobre la quilla), y el agua de lastre que las embarcaciones llevan en depósitos, para ser más estables y maniobrables durante sus travesías. 

El agua de sentina y los desperdicios contaminan el mar y afectan la vida marina, mientras que el agua de lastre, que se carga en un puerto y muchas veces se descarga en otro muy lejano, puede transportar organismos que alteran los ecosistemas y la biodiversidad, explicó a Tierramérica Cowell Lyn, consultora de un proyecto de rehabilitación del puerto de Kingston. 

Las especies invasoras amenazan la existencia de las endémicas, es decir, de aquellas que no se encuentran en ningún otro lugar del mundo y que están ya bajo enorme presión debido a la deforestación y la urbanización. 

República Dominicana registra 186 especies invasoras, el mayor número en el área. Le siguen Puerto Rico, con 182 y Bahamas, con 159. 

Los cruceros también arrojan al mar hasta 70 litros al día de residuos peligrosos, entre ellos químicos usados en procesamiento fotográfico, pinturas, solventes y baterías, que amenazan la vida animal tanto como la humana, pues 70 por ciento de la población caribeña vive en áreas costeras. 

La región se ve afectada además por un intenso tráfico de buques petroleros. Varios de los mayores productores de crudo del mundo están en el Gran Caribe, entre ellos Venezuela, México, Colombia, y Trinidad y Tobago. 

Una gran cantidad de hidrocarburos es vertida en aguas caribeñas, a causa del errático manejo de desechos o de derrames accidentales. La bahía de La Habana registra la mayor contaminación con más de mil 200 miligramos de hidrocarburos por kilogramo de sedimento seco, mientras que la bahía de Kingston, en Jamaica, tiene niveles de 578 miligramos por kilogramo de sedimento seco, según el PNUMA. 

La Convención Internacional para Prevenir la Contaminación del Mar por Buques, establecida en 1973 y reformada en 1978 (también conocida como Marpol 73/78), regula el modo de deshacerse del petróleo, sustancias nocivas y residuos. 

El Anexo cinco de esa convención, vigente desde el 31 de diciembre de 1988, se refiere a la basura y prohíbe por completo arrojar al mar cualquier tipo de plástico. 

Una enmienda de 1993 define al Gran Caribe como "área especial" por su vulnerabilidad a la contaminación causada por barcos, e impone restricciones especiales a las descargas de desechos en esa zona. 

Esa enmienda no ha entrado en vigor porque la Organización Marítima Internacional (IMO, siglas en inglés), que es parte del sistema de las Naciones Unidas, no ha podido acceder a información suficiente acerca de las instalaciones en la región para procesar desechos procedentes de barcos. 

"Es posible que las instalaciones existan, pero no nos han informado sobre ellas", dijo a Tierramérica Curtis Roach, asesor de la IMO para la región. 

El Gran Caribe abarca las islas y todo el litoral de ese mar, desde México a Guyana Francesa, además de El Salvador, país que tiene costa sólo sobre el océano Pacífico. 

Su expresión institucional es la Asociación de Estados del Caribe, creada en 1994, con 25 estados independientes como miembros plenos, más Aruba, Antillas Holandesas y Francia (a título de Guadalupe, Guyana Francesa y Martinica). 

El informe Perspectiva Ambiental Caribeña, preparada por el PNUMA para la Conferencia de las Naciones Unidas sobre Pequeños Estados Insulares en Desarrollo, que se realizó en Mauricio del 10 al 14 de este mes, destacó que los nueve miembros de la Organización de Estados Orientales del Caribe reportaron "políticas y leyes armonizadas acerca de la basura generada en buques y puertos". 

Santa Lucía informó sobre mejoras en sus instalaciones, para recibir desechos de barcos, y Jamaica realiza trabajos de envergadura con la misma finalidad.

La Hora

Cruceros ensucian los mares

KINGSTON, JAMAICA 17/1/2005
La industria de la navegación moviliza en el Caribe cantidades multimillonarias de dólares, fundamentales para la prosperidad de las pequeñas naciones insulares del área, pero también produce grandes cantidades de desechos que no se manejan de forma adecuada.

El Caribe tiene "el tráfico marítimo más intenso del mundo", con unos 50 mil barcos anuales, según datos del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).

Un típico buque para cruceros con tres mil pasajeros produce de 400 a mil 200 metros cúbicos de desperdicios húmedos por día, que incluyen el agua usada en cocinas y baños, según el PNUMA.

"No hay instalaciones adecuadas para recibir la basura de los barcos, y lo más grave es que también se carece de recursos y estructuras organizativas para controlar a las propias embarcaciones" de carga y de pasajeros, dijo a Tierramérica el vicepresidente de la Autoridad Portuaria de Jamaica, Ian Blair.

Eso significa grandes problemas relacionados con los residuos, incluyendo los líquidos oleosos que se acumulan en la sentina (cavidad inferior dentro del casco, sobre la quilla), y el agua de lastre que las embarcaciones llevan en depósitos para ser más estables y maniobrables durante sus travesías.

Las especies invasoras amenazan la existencia de las endémicas, es decir de aquellas que no se encuentran en ningún otro lugar del mundo y que están ya bajo enorme presión debido a la deforestación y la urbanización. 


República Dominicana registra 186 especies invasoras, el mayor número en el área. Le siguen Puerto Rico con 182 y Bahamas con 159.

La región se ve afectada además por un intenso tráfico de buques petroleros. Varios de los mayores productores de crudo del mundo están en el Gran Caribe, entre ellos Venezuela, México, Colombia y Trinidad y Tobago.

Una gran cantidad de hidrocarburos es vertida en aguas caribeñas, a causa del errático manejo de desechos o de derrames accidentales. La bahía de La Habana registra la mayor contaminación con más de 1,200 miligramos de hidrocarburos por kilogramo de sedimento seco, mientras que la bahía de Kingston, en Jamaica, tiene niveles de 578 miligramos por kilogramo de sedimento seco, según el PNUMA.

La Convención Internacional para Prevenir la Contaminación del Mar por Buques, establecida en 1973 y reformada en 1978 (también conocida como Marpol 73/78), regula el modo de deshacerse de petróleo, sustancias nocivas y residuos.
El Anexo Cinco de esa Convención, vigente desde el 31 de diciembre de 1988, se refiere a la basura y prohíbe por completo arrojar al mar cualquier tipo de plástico.


Una enmienda de 1993 define al Gran Caribe como "área especial" por su vulnerabilidad a la contaminación causada por barcos, e impone restricciones especiales a las descargas de desechos en esa zona.

Esa enmienda no ha entrado en vigor porque la Organización Marítima Internacional (IMO son sus siglas en inglés), que es parte del sistema de las Naciones Unidas, no ha podido acceder a información suficiente acerca de las instalaciones en la región para procesar desechos procedentes de barcos.

"Es posible que las instalaciones existan pero no nos hayan informado sobre ellas", dijo a Tierramérica Curtis Roach, asesor de la IMO para la región.


El Gran Caribe abarca las islas caribeñas y todo el litoral de ese mar, desde México a Guyana Francesa, además de El Salvador, que tiene costa sólo sobre el océano Pacífico.

Su expresión institucional es la Asociación de Estados del Caribe, creada en 1994, con 25 Estados independientes como miembros plenos, más Aruba, Antillas Holandesas y Francia (a título de Guadalupe, Guyana Francesa y Martinica).

El informe Perspectiva Ambiental Caribeña, preparada por el PNUMA para la Conferencia de las Naciones Unidas sobre Pequeños Estados Insulares en Desarrollo que se realizó en Mauricio del 10 al 14 de este mes, destacó que los nueve miembros de la Organización de Estados Orientales del Caribe reportó "políticas y leyes armonizadas acerca de basura generada en buques y puertos".

Santa Lucía informó sobre mejoras en sus instalaciones para recibir desechos de barcos, y Jamaica realiza trabajos de envergadura con la misma finalidad.

Colaboradora de Tierramérica.

14,5 millones de turistas se mueven anualmente por el Caribe.

70 litros diarios de residuos peligrosos arrojan los cruceros al mar.

70% de la población caribeña vive en áreas costeras.

Frankfurter Rundschau 14 Janua 2005

Überfischung der Meere raubt Inselstaaten Lebensgrundlage ; 
Regierungschef von Mauritius klagt internationale Hilfe ein / Kofi Annan fordert weltweites Warnsystem für Naturkatastrophen 

Die kleinen Inselstaaten der Erde brauchen internationale Unterstützung bei der Bewältigung von Umwelt- und Wirtschaftsproblemen. Dies sagte der Regierungschef von Mauritius, Paul Berenger, während einer UN-Konferenz zur Zukunft von Insel-Entwicklungsländern in Port Louis. 

Genf · 13. Januar · Die verheerende Flutwelle im Indischen Ozean lenkte die Aufmerksamkeit der Weltöffentlichkeit auch auf jene Inseln, die Naturkatastrophen beinahe schutzlos ausgeliefert sind. Diese haben aber nach Ansicht von UN-Generalsekretär Kofi Annan weitere Probleme.

"Es geht nicht nur um die Erwärmung des Planeten und eine besondere Verwundbarkeit gegenüber Naturkatastrophen, sondern auch um die Zerstörung wichtiger Ökosysteme wie der Korallenriffe und der Mangroven, sagte Annan am Donnerstag in Port-Louis, der Hauptstadt von Mauritius.

Dort tagen seit Montag 2000 Delegierte von 37 Mitgliedern einer "Allianz kleiner Insel-Entwicklungsländer" (Aosis). Sie wollen ein Aktionsprogramm für nachhaltige Entwicklung umsetzen, das bereits vor zehn Jahren in Barbados beschlossen wurde. 

Annan wies darauf hin, dass die meisten Inseln unter Knappheit an Süßwasser, Boden und anderen natürlichen Ressourcen litten. Die Müllbeseitigung werde zunehmend ein Problem. Die Energiekosten seinen wegen des weiten Transportwegs hoch. Dies bedeute laut Annan, dass die alternativen Energiequellen stärker gefördert werden müssten. Annan sprach sich als Konsequenz aus dem verheerenden Seebeben für ein weltumspannendes Warnsystem für Tsunami-Wellen und andere Naturkatastrophen aus. 

Von den auf Mauritius durch ihre Staats- oder Regierungschefs vertretenen 37 Staaten ist nur einer - die Malediven - unmittelbar von der jüngsten Tsunami heimgesucht worden. Auf vielen Inseln sind Naturkatastrophen nicht selten.

Der Wirbelsturm Ivan beispielsweise zerstörte im vergangenen September auf der Karibikinsel Grenada fast 90 Prozent der Häuser und alle Bananenplantagen. Die Schäden wurden mit drei Milliarden Dollar beziffert. Dies entspricht dem Bruttosozialprodukt Grenadas von mehr als zwei Jahren. 

Laut Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (Unep) bedrohen vor allem jene Gefahren die Inselstaaten, die der Mensch verursachte. Auf den Komoren im Indischen Ozean etwa sei infolge von Verschmutzung und Ausbeutung der Quellen inzwischen Trinkwasser knapp.

Auf den Pazifikinseln entziehe vor allem die Überfischung der Gewässer der Bevölkerung ihre traditionelle Nahrungsgrundlage und Einnahmequellen. In Vanuatu seien die Fischereierträge in zwei Jahren von 90 000 auf weniger als 30 000 Tonnen jährlich gefallen. "Viele Inselbewohner müssen jetzt auf Fischkonserven und Corned-Beef ausweichen. Dies beeinträchtigt ihre Gesundheit", heißt es im Unep-Bericht. 

In der Karibik verdüstern demnach Umweltverschmutzung, das Problem der Müllentsorgung und die Verbreitung von Aids die Zukunft. Der rasch ansteigende Tourismus ist nicht nur ein Segen. Unep rechnet vor, dass ein Kreuzfahrerschiff mit 3000 Passagieren jeden Tag neben 70 Liter Giftstoffen zwischen 400 und 1200 Kubikmeter Schmutzwasser ins Meer ablässt. 
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UN or UNEP in the news

At small islands conference, Annan calls for global warning system for natural disasters
Keralanext, India, Thursday, January 13, 2005 - [World News]: Having toured some of the countries hardest-hit by the powerful and fatal December tsunami, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called today for a worldwide warning system for several natural disasters, as well as for rising sea levels likely to be caused by global warming.
…The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has warned that “if the sea level rises in the Maldives, for example, a large proportion of the land mass could disappear over the next 30 years, and be completely submerged by 2100.”
http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=93322 

US military sees its tsunami work winding down
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand, 17 January 2005 -BANDA ACEH, Indonesia - The US military, a leading force behind relief efforts in tsunami-hit nations, said it expected to end major work in Thailand and Sri Lanka within two weeks but to stay longer in Indonesia.
…UN environment chief Klaus Toepfer said an international disaster reduction conference in Japan next week should forge an agreement on a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean region. 
The meeting should also outline how the system could be extended to all seas and oceans across the globe and to all forms of natural and man-made disasters, he said. 
"We must ensure that the proposed Indian Ocean early-warning system does not ... simply lie on the shelf gathering dust," said Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Programme.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/index.cfm?c_id=2&ObjectID=10006808 

and also in:
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 17 January 2005 -http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3157803a12,00.html 

ABS CBN News, Philippines, 17 January 2005 - http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/NewsStory.aspx?section=WORLD&oid=66721 

Tsunami-Hit Nations Look To Save Mangroves
SINGAPORE - The Indian Ocean tsunami highlighted the life-saving benefits of mangroves and reefs, officials and environmentalists say, leading some Asia nations to look at replanting lost or damaged mangrove forests.
…."The mangroves are extremely important in forming an effective barrier against any type of wave," said John Pernetta, project director for the United Nations Environment Programme's Global Environment Facility in the South China Sea. 
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/29022/story.htm 

TVNZ, New Zealand - Jan 15, 2005 -  http://tvnz.co.nz/view/news_world_story_skin/468695%3fformat=html 

UN environment chief calls for Indian Ocean tsunami early-warning system
UN News Centre - Jan 15, 2005 - 15 January 2005 – An international disaster reduction conference set to open next week in Japan should serve to forge agreement on a tsunami early-warning system for the Indian Ocean, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today. http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=13051&Cr=tsunami&Cr1= 


Support to small islands on disaster preparedness pledged in UN meeting
PORT LOUIS, Jan. 14 (Xinhuanet) -- The five-day UN conference on the future of small islands ends here Friday with the international society pledging support for the small island states to stay away from natural disasters.
    "The international community reaffirm our commitment to support the sustainable development strategies of small island developing states through technical and financial cooperation, regional and international institutional assistance," said the Mauritius Declaration, adopted as the outcome of the United Nations meeting to review an action plan for small island developing states (SIDS)development, voted into effect some 10 years ago in Barbados. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-01/15/content_2462256.htm 
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General Environment News

'Go-west' speeds up in next five years
China Daily 2005-01-16

A senior cabinet official said China will continue to plunge huge investments into western regions over the next five years to develop it into an investment magnet for both domestic and overseas investors. The money will be used to build up local infrastructure and improve the ecological environment, said Li Zibin, deputy director of the Office of the Leading Group for Western Region Development at the State Council. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-01/16/content_409430.htm

Cabinet to discuss ocean early warning plan
China Daily 2005-01-16

Reacting to the recent tsunami tragedy, several governmental departments have submitted a joint plan to the State Council to upgrade the nation's oceanic disaster early warning system for final examination and approval. An effort of the State Oceanic Administration, Chinese State Seismological Bureau and China Meteorological Administration, the plan was developed on the basis of the country's existing natural disaster early warning system. Li Xiaoming, a senior official at the State Oceanic Administration, said the revamped plan should be able to avert another tragedy on the scale of the tsunami disaster. …In 1983, China joined the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre in Hawaii of the United States, an international organization involving 26 member countries and aiming at providing warnings for teletsunamis to most countries along the Pacific areas.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-01/16/content_409436.htm
China Promotes Another Boom: Nuclear Power
NY TIMES 2005-01-15

DAYA BAY, China - In its anxiety to satisfy its seemingly bottomless demand for electricity, China plans to build reactors on a scale and pace comparable to the most ambitious nuclear energy programs the world has ever seen. Current plans - conservative ones, in the estimation of some people involved in China's nuclear energy program - call for new reactors to be commissioned at a rate of nearly two a year between now and 2020, a pace that experts say is comparable to the peak of the United States' nuclear energy push in the 1970's. "We will certainly build more than one reactor per year," said Zhou Dadi, director of the central government's Energy Research Institute, which has strongly supported the country's nuclear program. "The challenge is not the technology. The barriers for China are mostly institutional arrangements, because reactors are big projects. What we need most is better operation, financing and management." By 2010, planners predict a quadrupling of nuclear output to 16 billion kilowatt-hours and a doubling of that figure by 2015. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/01/15/international/asia/15china.html?ex=1106803919&ei=1&en=b0dbdf91e6bafcf6
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
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