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Gruesome trade set to increase

      BYLINE: Dino Mahtani, REUTERS NEWS AGENCY

      HIGHLIGHT:

      As war in Congo eases, trade in bushmeat rises Chimps, bonobos among animals most at risk

      Take a monkey, disembowel it and gently smoke it over a fire for two days. Once blackened sufficiently, it

      can be served as a main dish or stewed in a broth.

      "It is very tasty with a tomato and garlic sauce, over a bed of rice," says monkey dealer Marie-Jan at the

      meat and fish section of Kinshasa's central market.

      On the table in front of her, lie five monkey corpses, their faces permanently contorted and stiffened by

      days of charcoal cooking. 

      Shoppers bustle over slime and fish guts mashed into the tile flooring while a young, bound crocodile tries to make a break for it under the tortoise shelf.

      Severed goat heads stare up vacuously from a table and two men haggle over the price of a bucket of

      squirming grubs.

      Giant snail and various species of antelope are other delicacies shipped down the Congo River to Kinshasa,

      the Congolese capital.

      As the Democratic Republic of Congo's five-year civil war winds down - and traffic on the river reopens on long stretches that were closed during the conflict - trade in bushmeat is set to increase.

      It is a blood-soaked trade that conservationists say is devastating much of Africa's wildlife. Animals under

      threat include primates such as bonobos and chimpanzees.

      "The commercial bushmeat trade is by far the greatest threat to both the chimpanzee and bonobo," says a

      United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) fact sheet on great apes.

      In its Africa Environment Outlook, UNEP says that more than 60 species of wildlife are commonly consumed  in West and Central Africa.

      "Bushmeat provides 70 per cent of the animal protein in southern Ivory Coast; 80 to 90 per cent in Liberia

      and 55 per cent in Sierra Leone," it says.

      The bushmeat market is not the only threat to the primates, antelope, crocodiles and other animals of

      Africa's steamy tropical regions.

      Swelling rural populations and habitat destruction wrought by rampant logging are also taking their toll.

      Logging roads open up previously isolated patches of forest and thereby contribute to the trade in

      bushmeat.

      Up the Congo river from Kinshasa go basic goods such as clothes, cigarettes, gasoline, sugar and salt. Down  come commodities from the interior, including bushmeat.

      "I sometimes sell only 10 crocodiles a day, but when trade on the river increases, more crocodiles will come and more cheaply," says crocodile dealer Jeanette Lianza.

      Where thick forests and war-induced isolation offer little else, bushmeat is often the only natural resource,

      especially in the northwest province of Equateur. Much of the bushmeat comes from the Mbandaka area in

      Equateur, some 480 kilometres upstream from the capital, in what was until recently rebel territory.

      A young 1.2-metre crocodile can fetch up to $50 on the market. Small monkeys go for $35 a carcass.

      Restaurants are doing a roaring trade, with individual crocodile and snake dishes in some packed upmarket

      eateries costing more than $15 - a princely sum in a country where most people get by on less than a dollar

      a day.

      In the diplomatic enclave of Gombe in Kinshasa, Giselle Kyungu, a waitress at the Inzia restaurant, chats

      while she sets the table for the evening clients.

      "Our clients are very mixed. We have a lot of Congolese businessmen, but also a lot of U.N. workers, who order everything on the menu," she says.

      Everything from tortoise to monkey to crocodile is served, although Inzia does not stock much monkey these days.

      "After the Ebola virus, lots of people became suspicious of monkey. But all these foods used to be more

      popular and are not eaten so much anymore," says Kyungu, referring to the lethal virus that infects apes as

      well as humans.

      "But I think that once we can buy these meats more cheaply, when trade starts to pick up after the end of

      the war, we will see more being eaten," she adds.

      No menu or market in town offers the elusive okapi, a giraffe-like creature that is only found in the Ituri

      forests in Congo, where armed ethnic rebel groups battle to dominate the mineral-rich area.

      "Okapis are a protected species. You won't find them in the market here, but those bandit rebels are killing

      them off," says Flori Mandi, one of Kinshasa's market administrators.

      GRAPHIC: courtesy jane goodall's wild chimpanzees According to a U.N. agency, chimps provide people in  Central and West Africa with as much as 90 per cent of their animal protein.

__________________________________________________________________________________________Africa News 

August 15, 2003 Friday 

Management of African National Parks to Come Under Spotlight 

      BYLINE: The Herald 

THE management of African national parks and wildlife sanctuaries will come under the spotlight at the Fifth

      World Parks Congress to be held in South Africa at the beginning of next month. 

      Africa has in recent decades seen an emergence of an array of wildlife management systems whose

      effectiveness has been subject for debate at many international conservation meetings. 

      The systems include management by individual freehold farmers, corporate conservancies on pooled freehold

      land and community management regimes on communal land. 

      Governments in southern Africa have established several trans-frontier conservation areas where common

      wildlife resources across international boundaries are shared and managed jointly. Such areas include the

      Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park shared by Zimbabwe, South Africa and Mozambique, the Okavango-Upper

      Zambezi shared by Zimbabwe, Zambia and Botswana and ZIMOZA shared by Zimbabwe, Mozambique and

      Zambia. 

      The major questions being asked by many conservationists and environmentalist is whether these new

      methods of wildlife conservation have led to communities deriving benefits from wildlife resources. 

      The Fifth World Parks Congress, with the theme - Benefits Beyond Borders - will be viewed by many in

      southern Africa as a historic event that will look at the concerns of communities with regards to deriving

      benefits from protected areas. 

      The congress will have to convince world leaders and national park managers to allow disadvantaged

      communities settled next to parklands to start deriving benefits from the rich bio-diversity in the areas. 

      For the congress to be relevant to Africans, it has to address the need to have poor rural communities living

      adjacent to wildlife sanctuaries to derive benefits that will significantly improve their livelihoods and reduce

      people-park conflicts. 

      Organisers of the congress, The World Conservation Union, say there is need to balance between the

      management of protected areas and the gains accruing to communities. 

      "These issues are of critical importance to southern Africa where there is a need to recognise the effects of

      population dynamics, land reform and historical land claims, financing, and governance on protected areas,"

      says the organisation. 

      At least two thirds of the southern Africa's estimated 190 million people are directly dependent on

      bio-diversity for their livelihoods. 

      This shows how protected areas form an important base for the region's development and places the

      national parks and wildlife sanctuaries at the core of developmental needs. 

      About 154.5 million hectares of the 923.7 million hectares of the total land (approximately 16.5%) in

      southern Africa is under protected areas, a figure higher than the recommended 10%. 

      This high proportion is an indication of southern Africa's commitment to bio-diversity conservation, but the

      major issue that needs to be addressed is how those beyond the borders of such areas have benefited. 

      Given that the event is taking place in southern Africa, it is of paramount importance that government

      officials from the region make an impact at the congress. 

      But that can only happen if the officials fully understand what the World Parks Congress is all about. 

      Southern Africa environmentalists have already held preparatory workshops for the congress where they will

      present their concerns as a region. 

      The environmentalists agreed at one such workshop to call for improved community-based natural resources

      management systems to ensure communities benefit from natural resources surrounding them. 

      Former Ford Foundation programme officer Mr James Murombedzi, who is now the IUCN-Regional Office for

      Southern Africa director, said at the workshop communities were alienated from their resources by

      colonialism. 

      "It must take post-colonial governments to rethink on whether to go back to pre-colonial conservation

      methods," he said. 

      "Colonialism wanted to establish order, but environmental historians say this actually disturbed the good

      management of resources by communities." 

      In southern Africa, the management of national parks and protected areas is largely dominated by the

      private sector. 

      This practice has shut out communities from participating in the management of resources that their

      ancestors used to control for centuries. 

      Africa Resources Trust director Dr Cecil Machena says the congress must look at how communities may

      benefit from natural resources surrounding them. 

      "The congress seeks to pave way for the direct involvement of communities in the management of protected

      areas and as such the private sector must accommodate them," he says. 

      The Fifth World Parks Congress will be one of the biggest conservation meetings to be held in Africa since

      the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in the same country last year. 

      The congress will offer a unique opportunity to take stock of protected areas, provide an honest appraisal of

      progress and setbacks and chart the course for protected areas over the next decade and beyond. 

      It will focus its deliberations on six themes that include understanding and preparing for global change,

      improving the effectiveness of protected area management, equity and people, developing the capacity to

      manage and sustainable financing of protected areas. 

      Its specific objectives will be to review and learn from protected areas, gains and setbacks of the past 10

      years. 

      It will aim at building a more diverse and effective constituency for protected areas and redefine and

      reinforce their value and relevance in the 21st century. 

      Discussions at the congress will aim at integrating national parks and protected areas into the broader

      economic, social and environmental agenda. 

      Zimbabwe National Parks and Wildlife Management Authority Dr Morris Mtsambiwa says they will participate

      in the congress. 

      "Our officers are already participating in some preparatory meetings of this great event which I think will

      benefit us as we are in the process of developing the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park," he says. 

      But for the congress to be a success to southern African conservationists, it will have to strengthen action

      for protected areas on the continent. 

      Analysts say although private landholders have been a key driver in conservation in southern Africa, the

      public political perception has been different. 

      The public perception in the region is that it is a few white people who are benefiting from the public

      resources in protected areas. 

      This is the reality that will confront hordes of international conservationists when they gather for the

      congress. 

      The sentiment by communities over the control of natural resources becomes even stronger when set

      against the establishment of cooperate conservancies that are seen as shutting them out from accessing

      resources. 

      This new method of managing natural resources presents new challenges to authorities on how best local

      communities can benefit from the resources. 

      This is contrary to how pre-colonial states used to manage their resources where nobody had exclusive

      rights over them. 

      The World Parks Congress is held once after every ten years with the purpose of taking stock of the

      development of national parks and other protected areas. 

      The first congress was held in Seattle, US, in 1962 with the subsequent three taking place in Yellowstone,

      US, in 1972, in Indonesia in 1982 and in Venezuela in 1992. __________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC 

    Iceland whalers begin hunt 

     Icelandic whale hunters have left port for their first hunt in 14 years,  angering animal welfare groups and environmentalists. 

     The first of three boats left port in the early hours of Sunday, having been delayed by stormy weather on Friday. 

     The two other boats left on Sunday afternoon - their routes kept secret. 

     No kills have been reported yet from any of the boats. 

             We need to know exactly what's going on  Gill Sanders,   International Fund for Animal Welfare 

     "Our plan calls for the whales to be taken in specific areas," Gisli Vikingsson, lead scientist on one of the boats, told state radio. 

     The vessels are on a six-week mission to kill 38 minke whales - a mission Iceland insists is for  scientific purposes, to protect its fish stocks. 

     It says whales have become so abundant since a worldwide moratorium on commercial whaling that they are threatening stocks of fish, including cod. 

     But the decision was attacked by the UK and US Governments, as well as animal welfare groups. 

     Tourism fears 

     The International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) says there is no scientific basis for the operation, and that Iceland cannot use science to camouflage its desire to resume commercial  whaling. 

     A representative for Ifaw, Gill Sanders, is on one of the whaling boats. She plans to watch the  crew fire their harpoons, and see how long it takes for a minke whale to die. 

     "It's going to be the most distressing thing of my life," she said. "But that's why I'm here and we need to know exactly what's going on." 

     Iceland's tourism industry has also criticised the hunt, fearing it could damage the country's  image, and threaten the increasingly popular whale-watching business. 

     However, polls show three-quarters of Iceland's 290,000 population supports the resumption  of whaling. 

             ICELAND AND THE WHALE 

             1986: International moratorium on commercial whaling 

             1989: Iceland halts whaling 

             1992: Iceland quits IWC 

             2002: Rejoins IWC 

             2003: Resumes whaling 

     Iceland has not hunted whales since 1989. 

     It left the International Whaling Commission, the body that regulates world whaling, in 1992. 

     But it rejoined in 2002 on condition that it was allowed to register its objection to the  moratorium on commercial whaling that has been in place since 1986. 

     The environmental organisation Greenpeace has sent its flagship Rainbow Warrior on a mission to Iceland. 

     The ship, which campaigned against Icelandic whaling on its maiden voyage in 1978, is due to arrive in two weeks. __________________________________________________________________________________________

The New York Times

August 15, 2003, Friday, Late Edition - Final

HEADLINE: Harvesting Poverty;   Inching Toward Trade Fairness

      Poor and developing nations have long -- and rightly -- complained that while the richest countries want

      open markets for their manufactured goods, they rig the game when it comes to agricultural products. Now

      it appears that the United States and Europe are beginning to get the message. Their trade negotiators

      have agreed to try to reduce their farm subsidies and other barriers to agricultural imports. The vague

      agreement, announced on Wednesday, falls short of what is needed and raises as many questions as it

      answers. The numbers are yet to be filled in. Still, the effort is a heartening sign that on the eve of next

      month's critical World Trade Organization meeting in Cancun, pressure is mounting on developed nations

      to make the global trading system more fair.

      As this page has been reporting in recent weeks, poor nations buy into the mantra of globalization and      free-trade orthodoxy, only to find their farm products locked out of developed nations' markets by high      tariffs, or competing hopelessly against subsidized European and American goods, which sell below cost. The ongoing "development round" of World Trade Organization negotiations is meant to redress this and other      injustices in the global trading system by the end of next year. Talks are already behind schedule, however, and may derail entirely if no discernible progress is reached at the Cancun gathering. 

      The European Union and Japan have been most reluctant to face up to reality and commit to meaningful

      cutbacks in their protectionism. This week's deal, however, reflects the extent to which the Europeans have been shamed into showing some willingness to compromise. The vague document they have agreed to, with  all those blanks to be filled in later, represents an effort by Robert Zoellick, America's trade representative, to bridge the considerable gap between American and European positions in advance of Cancun.

      Despite the billions of dollars in farm subsidies agreed to by the Bush administration under pressure from

      farm-state lawmakers, Washington has been a strong and constructive voice in pushing the wealthy

      countries toward a fairer agricultural policy. Mr. Zoellick is right to coax Europe toward its more progressive position, but the Bush administration should not compromise too much in order to make common cause with  protectionists. For instance, the deal's failure to call for a total elimination of export subsidies, long an American proposal, is alarming. Such subsidies, and American loan programs that amount to their functional  equivalent, need to be phased out. Farmers in poor countries already struggle with poor transportion and  primitive technology. It is outrageous that rich countries compound their advantages by subsidizing their      own agricultural products with public money.

      On tariffs, the agreement also fudges trans-Atlantic differences. Washington has rightly advocated that

      tariffs be capped at reasonably low levels, while Japan and the European Union prefer an "across the board"  cut that would leave excessively high barriers in place. Of what use is a one-third reduction of Japan's 500  percent tax on imported rice?

      Both poor countries and the bloc of major agricultural exporters that include Australia and Brazil were quick  to express an understandable wariness about the agreement reached between the United States and      Europe. Their concerns must be heeded. This agreement simply does not go far enough.

      The European Union and the United States are the world's two trading superpowers, but they cannot dictate World Trade Organization rules to suit their own interests. The Bush administration must now play the pivotal role of mediator at Cancun rather than digging in its heels at Europe's side -- an alternative that would thrill  some of our domestic farm lobbies that live off their subsidies. Washington has shown that it can exert      enough pressure to prod the Europeans into agreeing to some concessions. It will have to do a lot more of      that before a fair deal on agricultural trade is within reach.

      Harvesting Poverty: Editorials in this series remain online at nytimes.com/harvestingpoverty.  

      http://www.nytimes.com __________________________________________________________________________________________

Sydney Morning Herald

August 15, 2003 Friday

Trade Agreement Resuscitates Doha Hopes

      BYLINE: John Garnaut

      BODY:

      Europe and the United States have at last breathed life into the Doha round of world trade talks by

      delivering a framework agreement on agriculture.

      Just weeks away from a crucial World Trade Organisation meeting in Cancun, Mexico, where farm trade

      barriers will take centre stage, the two Western powers agreed on a formula for reducing farm trade barriers.

      Globally, farm protectionism is said to cost the world $US300 billion ($456 billion) each year stretching the  EU's fiscal capacities and holding many of the world's efficient farmers in poverty. 

      The new agreement was the best news farmers had received this year, some observers said.

      The three-page document sets out a complex formula for reducing farm trade barriers, with the quantity,

      timing and specific application of reductions yet to be addressed.

      The treatment of tariffs will mix across-the-board cuts with more aggressive caps in some areas.

      A similar "hybrid" approach will apply to domestic and export subsidies. Developing countries will be granted  duty-free access for some goods.

      Observers had been concerned that the recent breakdown in relations between the EU and the US would

      scuttle hopes for an acceptable outcome under the Doha round of WTO talks.

      While many have expressed low hopes for a successful outcome for farmers including the Prime Minister,

      John Howard the agreement has persuaded some that the Europeans may get serious.

      A senior foreign affairs official from Brazil said it was the most promising breakthrough in farm talks this year.

      Trade Minister Mark Vaile welcomed Europe and the US putting aside their considerable differences, but

      warned their positions remained far from acceptable.

      "We welcome their co-operation, because it is necessary to ultimately conclude a deal," Mr Vaile said. "But it  is important to remember that 144 other WTO members also have to agree and we haven't yet."

      Scarred by decades of broken promises, Australia's farmers reacted cautiously. "We're glad they're talking,  glad that they're engaged, but you've got to have the right deal," the trade adviser for the National Farmers Federation, Ben Fargher, said.

      The agreement follows a crucial breakthrough in Luxumburg in June where the EU partly "decoupled" welfare payments to farmers from the goods they produce. Economists say severing this link is crucial to ending distortions in farm trade.

      "What we decided at Luxumburg provides a completely new direction for agriculture, and that's what we

      can't seem to get across," said the EU's economist in Australia, John Tuckwell.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

18 August 2003
General Environmental news

Ngilu Decries Rising Cases of Water-Borne Diseases

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The Minister for Health, Mrs Charity Ngilu, has said the Government was developing an Environmental Sanitation and Hygiene Policy (ESHP) for effective control of rising incidents of vector-transmitted diseases. Ngilu, at the same time, said the Government had reviewed a scheme of service for Public Health Officers to incorporate graduates. She disclosed that the ministry had established an Environmental Sanitation and Hygiene Working Group (ESHEG) with the aim of producing a national sanitation policy. Ngilu said the group had already gathered sufficient information, which was being developed, into an ESHP. The Minister said a stakeholders' workshop is planned to review the first draft in two months' time. Ngilu said morbidity patterns indicated that 60 per cent of the top 10 most dangerous diseases are water or sanitary-related, adding that malaria was leading with 32.6 per cent.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308170046.html
Current Rains to Continue

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The afternoon rains being experienced in Nairobi and highlands east of the Rift Valley are set to continue, the Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD) has predicted. In its seven-day forecast, the department said, the areas which include, Meru, Embu, Murang'a, Nyeri and Nairobi will also experience cloudy mornings. Night-time temperatures, the forecast signed by Assistant Director of Meteorological Services, Mr. Peter Ambenje, indicated that the low night-time temperatures in the region that have prevailed since June, had improved by one degree Celsius to range between 8 and 13 degrees Celsius. The forecast the lasts until August 21 also indicated that daytime temperatures had improved by two degrees Celsius to range between 20 and 24 degrees Celsius. The department also predicts that Nyahururu and Narok in the central Rift Valley and Eldoret, Kericho and Timboroa on the highlands west of the Rift Valley will continue to experience very low night-time temperatures of between 5 and 10 degrees Celsius.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308170034.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 18 August 2003

_____________________________________________________

General environment news

Coral reef decline predates global warming 

New Zealand Herald, 18.08.2003 - Destruction of the world's coral reefs began long before the pollution and global warming of modern times, but it can still be traced back to man. 
An extensive investigation of the histories of corals in 14 regions of the world from 40,000 years ago has revealed that the decline started when humans began hunting and fishing in the sea. 
Although the dramatic loss of some corals and "bleaching" observed on many reefs has been worsened by global warming and pollution, their demise began many hundreds or even thousand of years ago. 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3518515&thesection=news&thesubsection=world 

Oil spill affects marine life 

Dawn (Pakistan - By Parvaiz Ishfaq Rana) - KARACHI, Aug 16: The oil spill from the grounded tanker - Tasman Spirit - has finally started to have its toll over the economic interest of the country. 
The first victim is the Karachi Fish Harbour, where the spill have entered the entire harbour area creating pollution and environmental hazard for the fishermen. 
http://www.dawn.com/2003/08/17/nat9.htm 

1st National Air Pollution Congress Kicks Off in Tehran 
Tehran Times, August 17, 2003  - TEHRAN -- The first national air pollution congress aimed at examining air pollution control systems, energy consumption and strategies for reduction of pollution opened here on Saturday. 
On the first day of the two-day event, the trend of changes in the level of air pollution within the last decade and use of air pollution control systems in static and dynamic atmospheres were discussed.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=8/17/03&Cat=2&Num=8

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 15 August 2003

UN or UNEP in the news

1000s To Attend Global Forum on Protected Areas
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand - Friday, 15 August 2003, 8:43 (Press Release: Birdlife International)
Thousands to Attend Global Forum to Tackle the Future of Protected Areas 
“Protected areas are essential for safeguarding our future,” say Nelson R. Mandela and Her Majesty Queen Noor, Patrons of the Vth IUCN World Parks Congress, who will open this major forum in the South African city of Durban on 8 September 2003. 
…The Congress will host 2,500 protected area specialists, including many from BirdLife International’s global alliance of conservation organisations, representatives from governments, local and indigenous communities, and the private sector. [2] The fate of parks will be decided upon as these people will bring with them their hopes and aspirations, but also the deciding power of their backing organizations. 
Nelson Mandela comments: “I am grateful that South Africa will have the honour of hosting the next World Parks Congress, and I particularly endorse the Congress Theme: "Benefits Beyond Boundaries". Protected areas are to be treasured. We look forward to the World Parks Congress 2003 as a valuable opportunity to make them more relevant to, and more valued by, all our people.”
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0308/S00157.htm 

General environment news

Greek-registered tanker breaks up at Karachi coast
KARACHI, August 15 (Online): A grounded Greek-registered tanker broke up off Pakistan's Arabian Sea port Karachi on Thursday. 
The MV Tasman Spirit, which has already leaked 2,000 tonnes of crude into the fish-rich. The MV Tasman Spirit teetered half-submerged 100 meters (yards) off Karachi port, a day after Pakistan called off rescue efforts to salvage the tanker. 
Some 20,000 tonnes of its 62,000 tonnes of oil had been transferred from the ship in a salvage operation before rescuers gave up Wednesday. There was some 62,000 tonnes of oil. Some 20,000 were recovered while 2,000 has spilled into the water. A thick oil slick could be seen snaking from the ship to the shores alongside the port, blackening waves and seeping onto sands. 
Environmentalists predicted the entire 40 kilometre (25 mile) Karachi coastline could be affected, endangering fish, crabs and rare turtles and hampering sea traffic

http://www.paktribune.com/news/index.php?id=35173 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE 

Environment in the news

FT, page 3, 15 August: Coral reefs will die ”in decades” unless protected

Life on the world's coral reefs will not survive for more than a few decades without immediate protection from human exploitation, according to a report in today's Science journal…

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030815000438&query=coral+reefs+will+die+in+decades&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Thousands to Attend Global Forum to Tackle the Future of Protected Areas 

Protected areas are essential for safeguarding our future, say Nelson R. Mandela and Her Majesty Queen Noor, Patrons of the Vth IUCN World Parks Congress, who will open this major forum in the South African city of Durban on 8 September 2003... 

The Congress will host 2,500 protected area specialists, including many from BirdLife International’s global alliance of conservation organisations, representatives from governments, local and indigenous communities, and the private sector. The fate of parks will be decided upon as these people will bring with them their hopes and aspirations, but also the deciding power of their backing organizations.

http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0308/S00157.htm



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
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