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 Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan deliberate on ozone protection 
TEHRAN (PIN) — Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan held a tripartite meeting to discuss ozone protection through controlling import and export of ozone depleting material. 

The meeting was held at Pardisan Nature Park attended by representatives form ozone layer office of commerce ministries of the said countries as well as representatives from the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

During the meeting, Motesaddi, director general of air pollution plan of Department of Environment said no crisis has been more serious than destruction of the environment during past half century. 

"Solving this crisis and minimizing its economic and industrial aftermath requires close cooperation among nations as well as various domestic sectors," he said. 

Motesaddi expressed hope that the meeting's results will widen GTZ and UNEP regulations to all countries. 

"Iran has tried to go on with ozone layer protection measures on the basis of a sustainable development system after approval of Vienna Convention and Montreal Protocol," he said.

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Press Trust of India
August 17, 2004 Tuesday

Afghanistan seeks Indian help to preserve its flora and fauna

DATELINE: Dehradun, Aug 17

BODY:
Afghanistan has sought the help of Wildlife Institute of India here to preserve the endangered flora and fauna in the war-ravaged country.

"As part of the rebuilding programme in Afghanistan, the Hamid Karzai government has approached us to sensitize and train its people about the art of preserving the nature's bounty and hold a survey about the wildlife which might have escaped the war", WII scientists said Tuesday. 

UN organizations like United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) are coming forward with financial assistance for the wonderful cause, they said.

Dr V B Mathur, who was part of a three member WII team which recently toured the Afghan capital as part of the new initiative, said "there is a glimmer of hope that animals might have escaped the war".

According to the data available with the WII, animals like snow leopards, ibex, bharal and other deer species can still exist in Afghanistan.

But no such data is availabe in Afghanistan about what damage the conflict might have caused.

WII is preparing a concept paper as how to make available its training facilities to Afghan people to conserve flora and fauna.

"We may create a pool of Afghan trainers, who can go back and train others", says Mathur.

Study tours can also be undertaken to the famous Hemis national park in Ladakh which is very similar to North-eastern areas of Afghanistan,he says.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Xinhua News Agency

First UNEP Regional Symposium Held in Tianjin 
The United Nations Environment Program's (UNEP's) first symposium on environment laws in the Asia-Pacific region opened on Monday in Tianjin, a port city in north China.

 
During the three-day symposium, 60 lawmakers from 30 developing countries and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region will concentrate on such topics as implementation of multilateral environmental agreements and economic and financial methods of environmental management.
 
Yin Gai, of China's State Environmental Protection Administration, said that the discharge of pollutants in China continues to decline annually despite 8 percent annual growth in its gross domestic product. He attributed the trend to the promulgation of laws on environmental protection.
 
Bakary Kante, director of UNEP's Division of Policy Development and Law, said that they had chosen China to be the venue for its first regional environment symposium because the experience of Tianjin in disposing of hazardous waste can be introduced to other developing countries.   
 
(Xinhua News Agency August 17, 2004) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
August 16, 2004 Monday Home Edition


MEDIA HABITS: Campaign targets smoking journalists

Blame the media.

Turkish weightlifter Naim Suleymanoglu --- aka Pocket Hercules --- managed to win three gold medals despite smoking two packs of cigarettes daily, the bus drivers who haul reporters to the Olympic venues are known to light up without giving it a second thought, and not only haven't they outlawed smoking in Athens restaurants, they openly encourage the habit by placing ashtrays at most tables.

With all that in mind, one company is using the Olympics as a battleground to get journalists to stop smoking. The firm UNEP is passing out 40,000 ashtrays made of biodegradable paper.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bharath.com

Helping kick butts out of Athens Olympics : 
 Olympics 2004 Athens > United Nations, Aug 17 : Targeting the message and the messenger, the United Nations has started a campaign to "kick the butts out of Athens Olympics" using those best equipped to spread the anti-smoking slogan - journalists. 

The United Nations Environment Programme and the Olympics Organising Committee is distributing 40,000 portable ashtrays made of lightly laminated biodegradable paper that form the shape of a green cone once you open them. 

They have a small hole at the bottom to allow smaller particles of ash to escape, but can be covered by a lid that bears the slogan - "Think Clean and Green". 

Even though all venues at the Games, including the press centres, have been declared smoke-free, the 10,000-strong media contingent is being targeted for the campaign. 

The UN agency wants to ensure that journalists who slip out of media centres for a puff are made aware of the public campaign on the effects of smoking on the ecology in general and the polluting nature of cigarette ends in particular. 

"We certainly don't want to be seen as promoting smoking," said the programme's communications director Eric Falt. 

"But since we know it is not possible to stop all journalists from lighting up, we would like to make sure they do so in a way that will be less detrimental to the environment." 

According to the UN agency, an estimated 4.5 trillion cigarette butts are discarded every year. 

The residue in a cigarette filter contains a cocktail of toxic chemicals which generally find their way into the water supply, and eventually the seas and oceans, it added. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Amplifying Every Drop the Focus of World Water Week 
STOCKHOLM, Sweden, August 17, 2004 (ENS) - It is still possible to fix the world's water and food imbalances, but people must find ways to produce more food using less water, say water experts gathered here for World Water Week. 

At least 50 international organizations and 1,200 water experts from more than 100 countries are here to seek solutions that will take the world in the direction of food and urban water security. 

The world must eat less meat if water is to be sufficient, one speaker said. "Unlike the Green Revolution of the 1960s, it is consumers – not producers – who are driving global food production," said Professor Jan Lundqvist of the Stockholm International Water Institute, host of the World Water Week events. 
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Professor Jan Lundqvist chairs the Scientific Program Committee of the Stockholm International Water Institute. (Photo courtesy SIWI)
"Food preferences are changing, with significant increases in the demand for meat and dairy products," Lundqvist said. But producing one pound of meat takes at least five times the amount of water required to grow an equivalent amount of grain. 

Even producing enough grains for everyone on Earth means using each drop of water more wisely, many speakers said. "By 2020 world cereal demand will increase by 40 percent, but the world has a finite supply of water," said Frank Rijsberman, director general of the International Water Management Institute based in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

"Today’s production patterns are unsustainable, involve large scale groundwater overexploitation and widespread river depletion, and pose a major threat to biodiversity and aquatic ecosystems," said Rijsberman. "There are increasing levels of environmental degradation and loss of production potential due to water pollution from agricultural chemicals, water logging and salinisation." 

The world’s urban population is expected to reach five billion by 2030, which is nearly two-thirds more than in 2000. This would mean that 60 percent of the world’s population will live in urban areas, according to United Nations predictions. 

In the developing world, 23 cities will have populations of more than 10 million people by the year 2015. Safe water and sanitation are essential to make life in these cities bearable. 
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Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka is executive director of UN-Habitat. (Photo courtesy SIWI)
"Of all the natural resources available to human beings, water is the most essential for virtually every human activity," Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka, executive director of UN-Habitat told the delegates on Monday. "Yet as the world's urban population reaches the three billion mark, it is distressing to note that the world's one billion urban poor, lack adequate access to water." 

UN-HABITAT is increasing its involvement in water issues for cities and megacities, where sustainability in the new millennium will be defined, says Tibaijuka, since these urban area are centers of political power, public opinion and the engines of economic growth and technological innovation. 

While the focus in Stockholm Monday was on urban water supplies, UN agencies are also trying creative arrangements to provide clean and abundant water to rural areas. 
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Clean running streams like this one in England are rare and precious. (Photo courtesy Freefoto)
As part of an innovative model of development assistance that puts project management in the hands of national institutions, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) signed agreements last week with three Indian organizations to strengthen land and water management for poor farmers in drought prone areas of the country. 

The projects, funded with 13.9 million euros from the Netherlands, will be implemented by two nongovernmental organizations and a state agricultural university in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, states that have been hard hit by drought and declining agricultural productivity due to unsustainable land and water use. FAO experts will provide technical and management support. 

One of the projects in the Deccan Plateau region of southern India, FAO will team up with the AME Foundation, a local nongovernmental organization, to improve water management and promote alternative farming practices to bolster food security and strengthen livelihoods. 

"This is the first time we have had projects based on this type of model," said Mafa Chipeta, director of the FAO's Policy Assistance Division. 

"The new Indian government has placed emphasis on improving the lives of farmers and their communities, particularly in dryland areas," said Daniel Gustafson, FAO representative in India. "These three projects fit in precisely with the government's priorities." 

Projects like this work well when governments are honest, but when corruption exists, it often blocks access to water resources, World Water Week speakers said Monday. 
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Malaysian girl gets water from a public tap. (Photo courtesy FAO)
The World Bank Institute estimates that more than US$1 trillion – nearly the combined gross domestic product of low income countries – is paid in bribes annually in rich and developing countries. In developing countries people often cannot avoid corruption since the choice may be between access or no access to drinking water or irrigation water. 

"Corruption is a global phenomenon that affects all societies and that threatens economic growth, political stability and sustainable development," said Martha Karua, minister of water resources and development, Kenya. "It affects poor people disproportionately and there are imminent risks of a deepening of poverty." Kenya is currently suffering under severe drought and food insecurity that gave rise to a UN flash appeal for $97 million last week. 

With global investments in the water sector already lower than the projected needs today, experts say anti-corruption policies and actions are needed so that the limited financing available does not go down the drain. A recent international response is the United Nations Convention against Corruption. 

"Many governments are currently intensifying the battle against corruption and Kenya was leading the way in being one of the first nations to sign and ratify the Convention," said Karua. 

The Water Prizes 
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William Mitsch is director of the Olentangy River Wetland Research Park at The Ohio State University. (Photo courtesy SIWI)
The $150,000 Stockholm Water Prize for 2004 has been awarded jointly to Professors Sven Erik Jørgensen, Denmark, and William Mitsch, of the United States. Through their contributions to the knowledge of how lakes and wetlands function, Jørgensen and Mitsch have contributed to understanding how to make human use of them more sustainable and how to protect them better in the future. 
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Sven Jorgensen is a professor of environmental chemistry at the Danish University of Pharmaceutical Sciences in Copenhagen. (Photo courtesy SIWI)
Jørgensen is a professor of environmental chemistry at the Danish University of Pharmaceutical Sciences in Copenhagen. Mitsch is a professor of natural resources and environmental science and director of the Olentangy River Wetland Research Park at Ohio State University in Columbus. 

Their theoretical and applied work on lake and wetland ecosystems, management of lake and wetland water quality, and lake, river and wetland conservation, restoration and usage has been acknowledged and implemented in both developing and developed countries. 

The 2004 Stockholm Industry Water Award goes to the Staple Fibre Division of Grasim Industries Ltd, of India. This company demonstrated that a market leading manufacturer based in a developing country can reduce its water usage, improve its overall environmental impact and be profitable, said the Stockholm Water Foundation which presents this award in cooperation with the Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences and World Business Council for Sustainable Development. 

Since 1980, the Staple Fibre Division of Grasim Industries Ltd, an Indian producer of viscose staple fiber used in clothing and textiles around the world, has reduced water consumption by 85 percent, process steam by 51 percent and electrical usage by 43 percent. The company was among the first to replace zinc - a pollutant particularly harmful for marine and aquatic life - with aluminium in its viscose staple fiber production process. 

In addition, the Stockholm Junior Water Prize will be awarded to young people up to the age of 20 who have not started higher education and who have contributed to water conservation and improvement through projects focusing on local, regional, national or global topics. Finalists at the international competition in Stockholm are the winners of national contests. 

His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden will present the prizes in the Stockholm City Hall on Thursday. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Washington Times

August  16, 2004 Monday

Global-warming science meltdown

BYLINE: By Patrick J. Michaels, Fred Singer and David H. Douglass, SPECIAL TO

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

   How many times have we heard from Al Gore and assorted European politicians that "the science is settled" on global warming? In other words, it's "time for action." Climate change is, as recently stated by Hans Blix, former U.N. Chief for weapons detection in Iraq, the most important issue of our time, far more dangerous than people flying fuel-laden aircraft into skyscrapers or possibly detonating backpack nukes in Baltimore Harbor.

   Well, the science may now be settled, but not in the way Mr. Gore and Mr. Blix would have us believe. Three bombshell papers have just hit the refereed literature that knock the stuffing of Mr. Blix's position and that of his company, the  United Nations,  and its Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

   The IPCC states repeatedly:

   (1) We have reliable temperature records showing how much the planet has warmed in the last century.

   (2) And computer projections of future climate, while not perfect, simulate the observed behavior of the past so well they are a reliable guide for the future.

   Therefore, they say, we need to limit carbon dioxide emissions (i.e., energy use) right now, despite the expense and even though the cost will fall almost entirely on the United States, gravely harming the world's economic engine while exerting no detectable change on climate in the foreseeable future.

   The IPCC claims to have carefully corrected the temperature records for the well-known problem of local ("urban," as opposed to global) warming. But this has always troubled serious scientists, because the way the U.N. checks for artificial warming makes it virtually impossible to detect in recent decades - the same period in which our cities have undergone the greatest growth and

sprawl.

   The surface temperature record shows a warming rate of about 0.17 degrees Celsius (0.31 degrees Fahrenheit) per decade since 1979. However, there are two other records - one from satellites, the other from weather balloons - that tell a different story. Neither annual satellite nor balloon trends differ significantly from zero since the satellite record started in 1979. These

records reflect temperatures in what is called the lower atmosphere, or roughly between 5,000 and 30,000 feet.

   Four years ago, a distinguished panel of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences concluded there is a real disparity between the reported surface warming and the temperature trends measured in the atmosphere above. Since then, many investigators have tried to explain the cause of the disparity while others have denied its existence.

   So, which record is right, the U.N. surface record showing the larger warming or the other two? There's another record, from 7 feet above the ground, derived from balloon data recently been released by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. In two research papers in the July 9 issue of Geophysical Research Letters, two of us (Mr. Douglass and Mr. Singer) compared it for correspondence with the surface record and the lower atmosphere histories. The odd-record-out turns out to be the U.N.'s hot-surface history.

   This is a double kill, both on the U.N.'s temperature records and its vaunted climate models. That's because the models generally predict an increased warming rate with height (outside of local polar regions). Neither the satellite nor the balloon records can find it. When this was noted in the first satellite paper published in 1990, some scientists objected that the record, which began in 1979, was too short. Now we have a quarter-century of concurrent balloon and satellite data, both screaming that the U.N.'s climate models have failed, as well as indicating its surface record is simply too hot.

   If the models are wrong as one goes up in the atmosphere, then any correspondence between them and surface temperatures is either pretty lucky or the product of some unspecified "adjustment." Getting the vertical distribution of temperature wrong means everything dependent upon that - precipitation and cloudiness, as examples - must be wrong. Obviously, the amount of cloud in the air determines the day's high temperature as well as whether it rains.

   As bad as things have gone for the IPCC and its ideologues, it gets worse - much, much worse.

   After four years of one of the most rigorous peer reviews ever, Canadian Ross McKitrick and another of us (Mr. Michaels) published a paper searching for "economic" signals in the temperature record. Mr. McKitrick, an economist, was initially piqued by what several climatologists had noted as a curiosity in both the U.N. and satellite records: Statistically speaking, the greater a nation's gross domestic product, the more it warms. The research showed that somewhere about half of the warming in the U.N. surface record was explained by economic factors, which can be changes in land use, quality of instrumentation, or upkeep of records. This worldwide study added fuel to a fire started a year earlier by the University of Maryland's Eugenia Kalnay, who calculated a similar 50 percent bias due to economic factors in the U.S. records.

   So, to all who worry about global warming, to all who think people threatening to blow up millions to get their political way is no big deal by comparison, chill out. The science is settled. The "skeptics," the strange name applied to those whose work shows the planet isn't coming to an end, have won.

   Patrick J. Michaels, senior fellow in environmental studies at the Cato Institute, is author of the forthcoming book, "Meltdown: The Predictable Distortion of Global Warming by Scientists, Politicians, and the Media." S. Fred Singer is emeritus professor of environmental sciences at the University of Virginia. David H. Douglass is professor of physics at the University of Rochester.
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ENS

Global Climate Technologies Here, Political Will Lacking 
By J.R. Pegg 
WASHINGTON, DC, August 17, 2004 (ENS) – Lack of political will, not technology, is keeping the world from acting more aggressively to curb greenhouse gas emissions, according to an analysis by Princeton University scientists. 

The study finds that a wide range of existing technologies could be immediately deployed to prevent global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from increasing over the next 50 years. 

The finding "explodes the idea that we need to do research for a long time before getting started," said coauthor Stephen Pacala, a Princeton University professor of ecology and evolutionary biology. 

Pacala and his Princeton colleague Robert Socolow identified 15 technologies to restrain carbon emissions, including carbon sequestration, greater fuel efficiency and energy conservation, improved agricultural and forestry practices, as well as faster deployment of wind, solar and nuclear energy. [image: image10.jpg]



The Himalayas and the Tibetan Plateau as photographed from a NASA satellite. Glaciers in these highest mountains in the world are melting at a rapid rate. (Photo courtesy NASA)
All these technologies are ripe for large scale use and could each solve a significant portion of the carbon problem, according to their analysis, which was published Friday in the journal "Science." 

"If we decide to act, we will need to reduce carbon emissions across the whole global economy," said Socolow, a professor of mechanical and aerospace engineering. "Fortunately, we have the tools to do this, especially if we think in terms of 50 year campaigns, not instant solutions." 

Pacala and Socolow caution that even if existing technologies are deployed to curb carbon emissions, scientists must continue researching alternative technologies because new measures will be required after 50 years. 

By that time, the scientists said, some of the 15 technologies will have reached their full potential and may not be able to keep up with increasing energy demand. 

Current global emissions of carbon are some seven billion tons a year - a total that is estimated to climb to 14 billion tons per year over the next 50 years as the world population increases and people consume more energy. 

The burning of fossil fuels - such as coal, oil, and natural gas - is the major source of human generated greenhouse gas emissions. 

In their paper, Pacala and Socolow show how each of the 15 options they identified could prevent one billion tons a year worth of carbon emissions by 2054 by curbing the world's consumption of fossil fuels. 

Limiting carbon emissions to current levels for 50 years would put the world on a track to stabilize the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere at about 500 parts per million, the authors said. 

Even that total would be roughly a doubling of the carbon dioxide content compared to the pre-industrial level of 280 parts per million. 
Coal-fired power plants are a major source of carbon dioxide emissions. (Photo courtesy NASA)
But without any action, it would be difficult to stabilize below a tripling of pre-industrial levels, according to the Princeton scientists. 

Climate change skeptics say the analysis is flawed and does not consider the economic and political costs of its recommendations. 

"The study basically says that if you coerce everybody to use a lot less energy and don't care about the cost, you can significantly reduce emissions," said Marlo Lewis, a senior fellow at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank. "We needed Princeton University to tell us that?" 

There is little doubt the options put forth in the paper are lofty - and some may not sit well with environmentalists. 

One strategy calls for converting 1,400 coal fired electric plants to natural gas. 

Another calls for doubling the current global nuclear capacity to replace electricity generated by burning coal. 

Pacala and Socolow readily acknowledge that they did not analyze the costs of implementation, but they contend there would likely be economic benefits and note they are laying out an array of options for policymakers. 

"We will have to spend real money," Socolow said, "but addressing the global carbon problem now will provide a tremendous stimulus to the economy and will promote the development of needed international institutions, while averting the most serious environmental consequences." 

Economic benefits would likely come from the creation of new industries, the reduction of U.S. dependence on foreign oil and decreases in other pollution control expenses associated with burning coal and other fossil fuels. 

Automobiles are another major source of greenhouse gas emissions. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto)
The study comes amid increasing evidence that the problem of carbon dioxide emissions is a daunting one. 

Research published in "Science" last month found the oceans are taking on increased amounts of carbon from the atmospheric and are becoming more acidic as a result - scientists warn this could harm marine food chains and alter the oceans in ways not yet understood. 

Another study, also published in Friday's edition of "Science," warned that rising greenhouse gas emissions will result in hotter, longer and more severe heat waves. 

There is ample cause for concern and for action, Pacala said, including current observations of change, such as warming temperatures and the melting of ancient ice in glaciers. 

Investigations of the Earth's climate over the last million years show that various factors, such as changing carbon dioxide levels, tend to reinforce each other and cause the temperature "to switch all at once" as it has during previous ice ages. 

And the computer models that explain past climate behavior and predict future changes indicate that increasing the level of carbon dioxide will cause long term warming. 

"The models are not perfect but they are based on sound principles," Pacala said. "You put it all together and you say, 'This looks dangerous.' And then when you find that we already have the technology to deal with it, we say, 'Why not?'" 

Pacala and Socolow's research is part of the Carbon Mitigation Initiative, a project in the Princeton Environmental Institute funded by $20 million in grants from BP and Ford Motor Company.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Friends of the Earth

Weather Warning - Climate Change is Happening 
Aug 17 
Friends of the Earth issued a weather warning today as heavy rain caused flooding in the south west of England and thundery rain threatened the rest of the country. This summer's unpredictable conditions could be a warning of things to come as the UK's climate becomes more unstable as a result of climate change, the environmental campaign organisation said. 

While the heavy rain that hit Boscastle in Cornwall with such devastating effect is an unusual event, with impacts unseen in the area since the Lynmouth floods of 1952, the frequency of other flooding events is likely to increase according to global warming models. 

Scientists have predicted climate change will trigger more so-called extreme weather events globally and in the UK, leading to more hot days, heat waves, heavy rain and storms [1]. The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states: "Models project that increasing atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases result in changes in frequency, intensity, and duration of extreme events, such as more hot days, heat waves, heavy precipitation events, and fewer cold days." Summers are expected to generally become hotter and drier, but storms could possibly become more severe in future [2]. 

Friends of the Earth Executive Director Tony Juniper said: 

"These freak storms are unusual events, but there are real concerns that such events could become more frequent as we feel the effects of climate change. Globally, thousands of people have already died from the impacts of climate change and many more are at risk as deserts spread and water sources dry up. We must face up to the harsh reality of what we are doing to our planet and act now to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide. Governments must lead the way, but individuals can also do their bit by saving energy and reducing their dependence on the car." 

Climate change impacts for the UK suggest that low level areas will be at risk from higher sea levels especially in the south east, with homes and business in river valleys vulnerable to increasingly common flash floods. Changes in climate are likely to affect Britain's wildlife - as already seen in the changes to breeding patterns of sea birds this year [3]. 

Temperature records for central England show that temperatures increased by 0.7°C in the UK since 1659. Of that, a rise of 0.5°C occurred in the 20th century. In England, the warmest January to September period since records began was recorded in 2003 [4]. 

Globally, average temperatures have increased by 0.6°C since 1860. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change projects that global temperatures could rise by between 1.4 and 5.8°C by the end of this century. 

In Africa, rising sea levels will cause large problems for coastal settlements, particularly in West African countries, while increases in droughts, floods and other extreme weather events will add to the current stress on water resources, food production and human health. 

In Asia, tens of millions of people will be displaced as sea levels rise, with forest fires, flooding and droughts could become more frequent [5]. 

According to the UK Climate Impacts Programme, experiments run on global climate models show us that when we reduce emissions of carbon dioxide, we reduce the rate of rise of average global temperatures and so lessen the rate and impacts of climate change. 

Friends of the Earth has launched a climate challenge to encourage individuals to do more to tackle carbon dioxide emissions in their daily life. For more information and tips on saving energy see http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/climate/press_for_change/climate_challenge/index.html 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

18 August 2004

Warming threatens California wine 
California will get hotter and drier by the end of the century, threatening its valuable wine and dairy industries, US researchers have announced. 
Computer models suggest that this will be worse if only weak action is taken to cut greenhouse gas emissions. 

They predict the snowpack in the Sierra Nevada mountains will melt, heat waves will hit Los Angeles more frequently and crop irrigation will be disrupted. 

The study appears in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

	
	Even if California were to aggressively adopt emissions controls, global climate wouldn't respond to that directly 
Christopher Field, Carnegie Institution 


"We are already in a situation where we have seen some warming and we have seen some impacts," said lead author Christopher Field, director of the Carnegie Institution's Department of Global Ecology in Stanford, California. 

"If we stay on a higher emissions trajectory, there will be consequences over the coming decades that are truly, truly serious and something I think reasonable people would be doing whatever they could to avoid." 

Professor Field and his colleagues described the impact based on scenarios devised by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

One forecast, the so-called high emissions trajectory, is described by Professor Field as: "high economic growth, high globalization and a strong emphasis on fossil fuels." 

The low-emissions trajectory has slightly lower economic growth with industries shifted from factories toward service industries and information technology. 

Best-case scenario 
Under the highest-emissions forecast, carbon emissions by the end of the century will be 28 billion tonnes of carbon per year - about four times the current rate of six billion to seven billion tonnes per year. 

The low-emission scenario forecasts that the emissions would stay at the current level. 

In the best case scenario, heat waves and extreme heat in Los Angeles quadruple in frequency while heat-related mortality increases two to three times. 

In addition, alpine and subalpine forests are reduced by 50% to 75% and the Sierra Nevada snowpack is reduced 30% to 70%. 

Under the worst scenario, heat waves in Los Angeles are six to eight times more frequent, with up to seven times as many heat-related deaths as now. The Sierra Nevada snowpack will shrink by 90%. 

This could "fundamentally disrupt California's water rights system", the researchers write in their research paper. 

The scientists estimate that California's dairy industry, which is estimated to be worth around $3.8bn per year, and the grape industry, thought to be worth around $3.2bn per year, are especially vulnerable. 

The US state, which has taken stronger action than other states to reduce emissions, for example with strict requirements for vehicles, cannot save itself, Field said. 

"California has something like 2% of the world's total global greenhouse emissions," he noted. 

"Even if California were to aggressively adopt emissions controls, global climate wouldn't respond to that directly. 

"But if [the state] is proactive, that could inspire the rest of the US to be proactive, which could inspire the rest of the world, and you would see a domino effect." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Sri Lankan Dispels Myth of Wild African Elephant


GABORONE, Botswana - When Uttum Corea arrived in Africa from Sri Lanka he was puzzled by the widely held notion that African elephants could not be tamed. 

Three decades later the 57-year-old accountant - a senior partner for a U.S. firm in the southern African country of Botswana - feels he has helped prove that the idea is a "complete fallacy." 

Nearly every weekend for the past nine years Corea has swapped his business suit for safari fatigues and headed for the Mokolodi game reserve just outside Gaborone, where he keeps his family's four pet elephants - Shaka, Thandi, Seeni and Sukiri. 

Still teen-agers in human terms, the four animals entertain tourists like their docile Asian counterparts - lifting and carrying logs, kneeling on command and allowing their owner to ride them bareback through the African bush. 

Under the watchful eye of Corea and his professional elephant handlers, tourists stroke the elephants and walk alongside them during a morning stroll through the bush. 

This rarely happens on the African continent, where elephants have not been trained for domestic use and where rogue animals have a reputation for running amok and sometimes even killing people. 

"It's actually safer being with these elephants than walking on the street with traffic," Corea told Reuters in an interview. 

"African elephants are easier to train than the Asian species. But like the thoroughbred horse, they are more sensitive - so we have to work in a way that is sensitive to their feelings." 

African elephants are larger than their Asian counterparts, with males weighing in at six tons, a ton heavier than those in the East. 

They also have larger ears, and their trunks have two "fingers" at the tip instead of one - an evolutionary design which makes it easier for them to eat foliage with thorns. 

SAVED FROM THE CULL 

Corea's elephants were orphans rescued from culling operations in South Africa's Kruger Park 10 years ago - a practice which the post-apartheid government has now stopped, even though problems of elephant over-population persist. "My family saw these very distressing scenes of elephant culling on television and we felt moved to do something about it when we heard some of the babies could be saved," he said. 

The first two orphans to arrive were Shaka, a male, and Thandi, a female. Having seen their parents shot by humans as helicopters hovered overhead, they were quite traumatized. 

"We had to win and build their confidence. So for a whole year, our children played with them at home the way other families would play with a puppy or kitten. They even scrubbed them at bathing time," Corea said. 

Was he worried about the safety of his three children? Not in the slightest, as the elephants were just babies, Corea said. As they grew, he brought in professional elephant handlers from Sri Lanka to train the animals. 

The trainers speak to the animals in a specially developed 3,000-year old language based on Sanskrit and Pali - both of which are no longer spoken, but which Corea says is more efficient for the job. 

It also helps prevent the elephants from becoming confused by the more modern languages they hear around them, he said. 

Good behavior is rewarded with praise and food pellets, while bad is punished with a sharp tone of voice. 

Like dogs, the elephants won't obey commands from people they don't know. Corea acknowledges that the small bamboo canes which the handlers carry would have little impact on a seriously upset elephant. 

"It's a bit like being a jumbo plane pilot. If there are accidents, 99 percent of the time it's due to human error - making the wrong call at the wrong time. If you treat elephants with respect and affection it should be accident-free," he said. 

And Corea maintains elephants fully deserve their reputation for long memory. 

"When my eldest daughter returned home after spending a year abroad, Thandi pulled her toward her with her trunk and gave her a hug. I witnessed that event - it's true that elephants never forget." 

Story by Mariam Isa 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ROAP Media Update – 18 August 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

World News > Helping kick butts out of Athens Olympics: 
New Kerala, India  - United Nations, Aug 17 (IANS) : Targeting the message and the messenger, the United Nations has started a campaign to "kick the butts out of Athens Olympics" using those best equipped to spread the anti-smoking slogan - journalists.
The United Nations Environment Programme and the Olympics Organising Committee is distributing 40,000 portable ashtrays made of lightly laminated biodegradable paper that form the shape of a green cone once you open them.
http://news.newkerala.com/world-news/index.php?action=fullnews&id=8191 


Helping kick butts out of Athens Olympics :
123Bharath.com, India, August 17, 2004 - http://www.123bharath.com/india-news/index.php?action=fullnews&id=8882 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric De La Riviere, Associate Spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman on Venezuela
Good afternoon.  I’ll start off with a statement on the results of the referendum in Venezuela.

“The Secretary-General welcomes the peaceful and orderly manner in which the 15 August recall referendum on President Chávez’ mandate was conducted in Venezuela.  He also welcomes the fact that an unprecedented number of Venezuelans participated in the referendum, demonstrating a great sense of responsibility and respect for democratic values.

“The Secretary-General has taken note of the preliminary voting results announced by the National Electoral Council (CNE), as well as of the declaration made by the Organization of American States and the CarterCenter confirming those preliminary results, indicating that the voters had rejected the recall of the President.

“The Secretary-General once again appeals to all Venezuelans to settle all matters related to the referendum in the same civic and democratic spirit that prevailed during the voting.  He reminds the Government of Venezuela and all political sectors that, when his Special Adviser visited Caracas from 20 to 24 July, they all committed themselves to resolve issues related to the referendum through consultations and dialogue.  Therefore, he calls them to engage in a constructive dialogue looking towards Venezuela’s future.

“The United Nations will continue to support the people of Venezuela in their search for a peaceful solution to their political differences.”

The statement is available upstairs.

**Burundi
Turning to Burundi.  Yesterday, funeral services were held in that country for the victims of the massacre in Gatumba transit camp, which took place on the night of Friday, 13 August.  At least 147 refugees, mostly women and children, died in the attack.  Four others died from injuries in hospital, including one who died yesterday, bringing the overall death toll to 151.  The head of the United Nations Mission in Burundi, Carolyn McAskie, spoke at the funeral and her statement is available upstairs.

In the aftermath of the massacre, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights confirmed this morning that members of the Human Rights Units of United Nations Missions in Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo had immediately begun a fact-finding mission on what happened at the camp.  According to a spokesperson in Geneva, the information that they will gather will be reviewed immediately by the High Commissioner, Louise Arbour, in light of the possible need to set up an international commission of inquiry.

Meanwhile, the United Nations Mission in Burundi and the United Nations refugee agency report that security has been tightened along the Burundi–DRC border and United Nations helicopters are patrolling the area.  According to the United Nations refugee agency, peacekeepers operating on both sides of the border are helping local forces step up security along their respective frontiers where various armed elements have been known to roam.

In addition, troops have been deployed at two transit centres in the CibitokeProvince in northern Burundi, where 17,000 Congolese took refuge after a rebellion broke out in the DRC’s south Kivu region in June.

More information is available upstairs on Burundi.

**Iraq
From Baghdad, United Nations envoy Ashraf Qazi met this morning with Iraq’s Prime Minister Iyad Allawi in the presence of Deputy Prime Minister Barham Salah.  Discussions focused on, among other issues, the progress of Iraq’s National Conference, in addition to the situation in Najaf.  And we were just told by our folks on the ground in Baghdad that the National Conference, which was to have concluded today, will now go into tomorrow morning, when delegates are expected to vote on a list of candidates for the National Council.

During his meeting with the Prime Minister, Mr. Qazi reiterated the United Nations’ concern regarding the events in Najaf and hoped that human lives will not be at risk.  Over a working lunch, Qazi then held further discussions with the Deputy Prime Minister, during which several aspects of the United Nations role in Iraq were discussed.  Later, the United Nations envoy discussed the progress of the National Conference with its Chairman, Fuad Maasum, and Maasum told Qazi that a delegation designated by the Conference travelled today to Najaf to seek a peaceful solution to the standoff in the holy city.

Qazi also held a series of other meetings with a myriad of political, religious and tribal leaders, in addition to civil society and professional unions’ representatives.

**UNHCR in Iraq
Also on Iraq, over the last 10 days, the United Nations refugee agency -- Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees -- has temporarily suspended its convoys to Iraq for refugees wishing to return from neighbouring Iran –- both in the north and the south of the country.

In the south, convoys have been stopped due to ongoing fighting in Najaf, as well as the overall security situation in the region.  In the north, UNHCR temporarily suspended the returns of Iraqi Kurd refugees after local authorities in Iraq expressed concern over the housing situation in the area.  The agency has not been encouraging Iraqi refugees to return home for the time being, but it has been facilitating the repatriation of those who insist on going home.  Some 13,000 people have now gone back to Iraq from Iran, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon with UNHCR’s assistance.

**Sudan
Turning to Sudan, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Sudan, Jan Pronk, dispatched his Deputy and Humanitarian Coordinator, Manuel Aranda da Silva, to north and south Darfur yesterday.  There he visited camps for internally displaced persons, in particular the Kalma camp, where an incident relating to CARE International took place on 12 August.  Humanitarian workers, including several NGOs, have resumed their activities in the camp.  CARE International still has not resumed its operations, but the local authorities, on the recommendations of Mr. Aranda da Silva, agreed to meet in order to discuss procedures of conduct for CARE International.

In Khartoum today, Jan Pronk received a delegation from the American Muslim Society, headed by its president, Shaikh Muhammad Nur Abdullah.  They discussed current and future humanitarian and political issues relating to the situation in Darfur, as well as southern Sudan, including ways and means to assist the Sudanese people.

Also today, as part of the Darfur Plan of Action, the Director General of the International Organization for Migration, Brunson McKinley, is expected in Khartoum to sign an agreement with the Sudanese Government to oversee and assist the safe and voluntary return of the internally displaced.

More information on the humanitarian and political activities in Sudan is available upstairs.

**Myanmar
Turning to Myanmar, it is the Secretary-General’s judgement that the National Convention in Myanmar does not currently adhere to the recommendations made by successive resolutions of the General Assembly.  According to a statement attributable to the Spokesman, which is available upstairs in full, the Secretary-General believes that, unless and until the views of the National League for Democracy (NLD) and other political parties are sought and considered, the National Convention and the road map process will be incomplete, lacking in credibility and, therefore, unable to gain the full support of the international community, including the countries of the region.

As a first step towards democratization and national reconciliation in Myanmar, the Secretary-General calls on the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) to make full use of the National Convention’s adjournment by immediately releasing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and engaging the NLD and other political parties in a substantive dialogue on how they can work together for the benefit of the people of Myanmar.  The Secretary-General further urges the SPDC to allow his Special Envoy to return to Myanmar as soon as possible to continue his facilitation efforts.  And the full statement is available upstairs.

**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, the Council is meeting today in closed consultations on Somalia.  Under discussion is a draft resolution, which calls for the re-establishment, for a period of six months, of the Monitoring Group, which focuses on arms embargo violations in that country.  We expect Council members to go into a formal meeting to vote on that resolution as soon as they are finished with their consultations.

**Afghanistan
On Afghanistan, the country has experienced a heightening of the challenges posed by the three main threats to peace and stability there –- namely, extremist violence, factionalism and the drug trade.  These are some of the observations made in the Secretary-General’s latest report on Afghanistan to the Security Council, which is available on the racks today.  In it, he also stresses the importance of security assistance, and is encouraged by NATO’s decision to make more troops available there –- hopefully, well ahead of the presidential elections.

**South Ossetia
Just a couple more items.  From South Ossetia, the United Nations Children’s Fund is in the process of providing rapid emergency assistance to displaced women and children from South Ossetia.  The women and children are fleeing an outbreak of fighting between the Government of Georgia and separatist forces in that region.

**Liberia Food Situation
And the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that the food situation remains dire in Liberia.  Dwindling food stocks and a funding shortfall have now forced the World Food Programme to cut rations for more than 700,000 Liberians, for the second time in two months.  The Programme is now distributing 70 per cent of the normal food rations, and more cuts are likely, unless donors make immediate contributions.

**Madagascar
From UNICEF in Madagascar, UNICEF is helping Madagascar’s health authorities with the largest vaccination campaign that country has ever had, which will be provided to seven-and-a-half million children.  And we have more information upstairs on that.

**NGO Web Site
And lastly, the NGO Section of the Department of Public Information is launching an interactive Web site in order to make the fifty-seventh Annual DPI/NGO Conference accessible to the broader public.  The Conference is entitled “Millennium Development Goals:  Civil Society Takes Action” and will take place from 8 to 10 September right here in New York.  And if you have any questions, please contact DPI’s NGO Office.

I think that’s it from me.  If you have any questions, I’ll be happy to take them.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Is there any reaction to reports that Burundi and Rwanda’s officials are threatening to invade Congo if fighters who are believed to have been involved in the massacres are not disarmed?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, we have seen the statements from the Burundian army’s Chief of Staff, and the reaction from the United Nations Mission in Burundi is that, obviously, violence will not solve the situation.  It is only through negotiations that the situation can be resolved, and we hope that the Burundian authorities will exercise restraint.

On the issue of security, as I have pointed out, United Nations peacekeeping troops, both from the Burundian side and the DRC, have stepped up patrols, and we are flying helicopters now over a number of the camps.  Meanwhile, the UNHCR is working with the Burundian authorities to resettle the refugees further away from the border.

Question:  Can you tell us about the actual state of affairs in Najaf?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, we have no one on the ground in Najaf.  As you know, the National Conference has sent a delegation -– I think, of seven or eight people.  They have arrived today, and I am sure the Iraqi authorities will brief our folks on the ground -– Mr. Qazi and members of his team –- on what they find there, and we will then have a first- or second–hand account of the situation.  But we have no one -- we do not have eyes and ears on the ground in Najaf at this point.

Any other questions?  Thank you very much.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��Tehran Times – Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan deliberate on ozone protection�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fauna" ��The Press Trust of India - Afghanistan seeks Indian help to preserve its flora and fauna�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Symposium" ��Xinhua News Agency - First UNEP Regional Symposium Held in Tianjin� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Smoking" ��The Atlanta Journal-Constitution - Campaign targets smoking journalists�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Olympics" ��Bharath.com - Helping kick butts out of Athens Olympics 
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