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Other Environment-related News

· BBC - US science body warns on climate
· BBC - West Africa's ivory trade thrives
· Reuters - EU Insists Its Support for Kyoto Policy  Unwavering
· Reuters - UN Weather Body Says No El Nino in  Sight for 2004
· ENS - EU President Says Russia Ready to Ratify Climate Protocol

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   17 December  2003
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 17 December 2003
Paknews

UNEP Biodiversity Information Service Launched
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: Dec 17 (PNS) – A United  Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) initiative

seeking to create Proteus, an electronic   biodiversity information service worldwide, was  launched in the Pakistani capital, Islamabad, on  Monday. 

                 "Proteus is intended to be an environmental database  which provides easily accessible and reliable information  about biodiversity, and the prospects for its  implementation here are very good," Ali Tauqeer Shaikh,  the chief executive of LEAD-Pakistan, the focal point  for the global database in South Asia, told IRIN in Islamabad. 

The project, in the works for just over two years since it was first conceived, is intended to be  an Internet-based information resource, providing simpler access globally to information about  biodiversity than ever before. 

"This is a historic day, because time will tell that the outcome of the Proteus project will have   an ever-lasting effect on all our efforts since [the 1992 World Earth Summit in] Rio to  conserve biological diversity," Sheikh told a gathering at the launch, flanked by Shafqat    Kakakhel, the UNEP deputy executive director, and Onder Yucer, the UN resident   representative in Pakistan. 

World governments had agreed to a series of development objectives in the year 2000 known  as the Millennium Development Goals (MGDs), Yucer told the assemblage, adding that, in   order to achieve the MGDs, a concerted effort had to be made to reduce the rate of loss of   biodiversity by 2015. 

"How could we measure what we have lost, especially on indicators about which we have   incomplete information?" he asked, as he underlined the urgent need to encourage the   synthesis of already existing facts. "Proteus will aid us in making otherwise scattered data  more readily available," Yucer added. 

"It's a huge project - huge," Shaikh said after the ceremony. "The database will eventually   end up having approximately 3 billion entries," he explained, adding that Pakistan had been  selected to be the first country where Proteus is to be implemented. "What is an even bigger   honour for us is that LEAD-Pakistan has been selected to be the focal point for not just  Pakistan, but all of South Asia, which includes countries such as India and Nepal as well," he   said. 

Proteus also envisages harnessing young, motivated people to contribute to the biodiversity   database. As part of its support for the project, LEAD-Pakistan - which is one of the 14  country/regional programmes run by LEAD International, the independent, non-profit-making  organisation working to foster sustainable development on a larger scale, which was set up by   the Rockefeller Foundation in 1991 - has already sought out two who have been deputed to  work as research scholars. 

"There is no dearth of talented people in this country. We have already fielded two young   men who are already at Cambridge," Shaikh said. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Standard

Pesticide trade pact set to come into force 

Published : December 18, 2003 

The Rotterdam Convention on the prior informed   consent (PIC) procedure for trade in hazardous                     chemicals and pesticides is all set to come into force  after its ratification by 50 nations. 

Armenia became the 50th country to ratify it in the last  week of November. India has already approved it. 

The convention is supposed to become effective after  90 days of its ratification by a minimum of 50

countries. 

                             The Rotterdam Convention makes it mandatory for   exporting countries to suitably label hazardous    products, providing full information on potential health  and environmental effects of the use of the chemicals. 

The convention will help importing countries to decide  which potentially dangerous chemicals they want to

receive or refuse. 

The global agreement on the convention has been   facilitated jointly by the United Nations Food and

Agriculture Organisation and the UN Environment    Programme. 

Most of the parties to the pact are developing   countries, which are relatively more vulnerable to the

menace of hazardous pesticides use. 

Over 70,000 chemicals are estimated to be available in   the market today for global trading. Besides, about

1,500 new ones are introduced every year. 

This poses a major challenge to governments,   especially in the developing countries, to monitor and

manage potentially dangerous substances. 

The convention will cover 27 selected chemicals to  begin with. Five more pesticides have already been

flagged for inclusion and many more are likely to be   added later. Most of these are commonly used in India

and other developing countries. 

Some of the chemicals covered by the convention,    such as monocrotophos and parathion, are known to

be extremely toxic and are serious health hazards for   farmers using them. 

The first post-ratification conference of the parties to    the convention (COP-1) is scheduled to be held in

Geneva in late 2004 to finalise procedural   arrangements for implementing it and to formulate the

rules of procedure. 

The COP-1 will set up a chemical review committee to  evaluate chemicals for inclusion in PIC procedures in

future. 

Besides, the COP-1 will address issues such as   dispute settlement, compliance, financial rules and

arrangements for the permanent secretariat. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Nation (Thailand)
December 17, 2003, Wednesday

HEADLINE: HOTEL CERTIFICATION: Green Leaf ups pressure


The Green Leaf Foundation plans to put greater pressure on hotels nationwide to enforce environmental standards, the foundation?s secretary-general said yesterday.

The National Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB) agrees with the foundation?s goals, and will seek government support for the plan, Pradech Phayakvichien said.

?Government support is essential for proliferation of the Green Leaf programme. We are not just talking about volunteers. Compulsory measures are needed to push hotels into adopting environmental management systems,? Pradech said. 

The NESDB will urge the Cabinet to order state agencies and state enterprises to use Green Leaf-certified hotels as venues for all meetings, seminars and conferences, he said.

Meanwhile, the foundation will also launch campaigns that encourage consumers to choose Green Leaf-certified hotels.

So far, 80 members of the Thai Hotels Association have entered the programme, but 300 new members are being sought over the next year.

The third Green Leaf Certification Award Ceremony will be held at the Dusit Thani Hotel tomorrow.

Awards are based on a foundation audit and a self-audit divided into 11 sections: policy and standards for environmental practice; waste management; efficient use of energy and water; purchasing; indoor air quality; air pollution; noise pollution; water quality; storage and management of fuel, gas, and toxic waste; impact on ecosystems; and cooperation with community and local organisations.

The ceremony will coincide with a Green Leaf hotel exhibition.

Pradech said that international hotel chain members are the most active thanks to pressure from their guests, particularly in North America and Europe. Environmental standards are a key part of travellers? decisions to book hotel rooms, he said.

Small hotel entrepreneurs are reluctant to join the programme due to fears of increased operating costs, but Pradech said that applying Green Leaf standards would not only raise a hotel?s competitiveness, it would also yield considerable energy savings.

A Green Leaf Certificate process for travel programmes will be implemented next year, Pradech said.

The foundation has also held talks with the Tourism and Sports Ministry, the United Nations Environment Programme and other organisations to initiate an Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) hotel environmental management standard.

?We want our agenda included in the Asean dialogue to strengthen environmental issues in the regional tourism industry,? Pradech said.

Green Leaf was established in March 1998 in partnership with the Tourism Authority of Thailand, Thai Hotels Association, United Nations Environment Programme, and government departments.

_______________________________________________________________________________

Business Line
December 18, 2003

HEADLINE: 'ATTITUDE CHANGE MUST TO WIPE OUT HAZARDOUS WASTES'



BODY:
Kolkata, Dec. 17 - THE little-known National Academy of Customs, Excise & Narcotics, Faridabad (NACEN), through active collaborative ventures with World Customs Organisation and Asian Development Bank, is now poised to emerge as a major customs training organisation not only in India, but also in the Asia-Pacific region.

It has already signed an MoU with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for training of customs officers in matters concerning environmental crimes such as illegal trade in Chlorofluoro Carbons (CFCs). The Director General of NACEN, Ms Parveen Talha, spoke to Business Line recently on the various aspects of training and the vision plan for NACEN in the next five years. Excerpts of the interview:

How important is training for customs officers?

Training is extremely important for tax collectors in both customs and central excise, and particularly so in recent years when the image of the departments has been sagging. Training, I believe, cannot be left in the hands of those who are "disinterested." After all, everyone need not be interested in becoming a trainer, and uptill now, in most of these training academies where bureaucrats are sent, training is routinely given to those who are least interested or who are indifferent. 

When I got posted to NACEN, after being with the Narcotics wing as the only lady Deputy Commissioner, I realised that I could do much more in this area of training. Attitude building even in these days may not be that difficult, if a proper start is made.

Since 1993, when the new fiscal policy was launched in the wake of the economic reforms process, it had to be carried forward by enforcement officers, who understood the spirit of the change. Besides upgrading skills, there is a need to change attitudes, and the Enforcement Officer has to understand that he is actually a facilitator, not a regulator.

What about loss of power to officers?

There is no loss of power or authority here. An enforcement officer actually has no power, but only authority. And an officer can be effective only if he or she is able to make a clear distinction between power and authority.

I felt the attitudinal changes have to be brought about. After all, a bureaucrat has to be positive in his approach, if he wants to leave behind a durable institution, and at the same time, he should also never allow anyone to feel indispensable. The baton has to be passed on, while the institution becomes stronger and stronger.

How did NACEN come into the Ozone Depleting Substances sensitisation programme?

We came across the ozone depleting substances (ODS) issue in January 2003. The academy was offered a collaborative programme for training enforcement officers in ODS by UNEP, prior to my joining the academy. The MoU was turned down on the ground that the academy may not find time for such additional responsibilities, I located the file and revived the scope for allowing customs people to enter into this new training area.

There is very little awareness on the part of customs to this menace of illegal border trade in ODS products, essentially because the subject has not yet entered into our law books. There is a need to inform the rank and file in the department about the Montreal Protocol and the nation's obligations, as a signatory, to phase out the production and consumption of substances such as CFCs. And we have already held many such sensitisation programmes across the country.

Once the MoU with UNEP was signed in August 2003, (signed by the parent body of Central Board of Excise and Customs), we had the visit of senior UNEP functionaries in October 30, 2003, to train our officers at NACEN, Faridabad. The bureaucrats have to be convinced first of the 'right and wrong' before training others.

What is the positive fallout of this MoU with UNEP for 'ozone' training?

We have now acquired the expertise to train the customs personnel of all countries in the Asia-Pacific region, including the SAARC region. The academy, on its part, will take up training programmes for all types of other environmental crimes, such as hazardous waste etc. The MoU with UNEP is only for the ODS programme. Actually, we have the responsibility of training as many as 60,000 officers in both customs and central excise and narcotics across the country, and we do this with the help of as many as nine regional training institutes. Our prime mandate is to help upgrade the skills of officers in all the three departments.

What is your future goal?

While we have become international as a specialised training institution in a limited way, our objective is to emerge as a major training force in a much wider field, in active collaboration with the Brussels-based World Customs Organisation. The organisation has already consented to allow the academy to train customs officers in West Asia in all areas of customs work.

Training of West Asian customs officials will be at the NACEN campus in Faridabad. We have plans to expose our officers to a whole range of training services offered by the World Customs Organisation.

The ADB has also offered to train in trade related issues pertaining to the WTO regime such as IPRs from the customs perspective. These training programmes are scheduled to begin from January 2004.

What is the basic thrust of your training schedules?

We want to change the mindset of our officers. Certain programmes are specifically designed for upgradation of tasks. And very recently, we called the 1986 batch of IRS officers for training as they are likely to take on the mantle of Commissioners within the next two years.

Apart from general management criteria, we emphasise the security aspect, especially with regard to narcotics and psychotropic substances. We in the customs also have the expertise to provide training to our officers in the area of precursor chemicals, which are controlled items. These are used to convert certain chemicals into narcotic and psychotropic substances. The customs officers specialise in narcotics laws, and some of the old opium factories in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh belts were set up in 1820.

The objective is to ensure that the related industries do not divert away these chemicals for other purposes. Close supervision of licensed poppy cultivation in Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh also falls within the purview of customs, and I have dealt with these in my earlier stint. We have a kind of grassroot relationship with these cultivators, and we also work in close collaboration with a number of UN bodies.

What is the vision plan for NACEN, say in the next 5 years?

We want the academy to emerge as an expert in all matters, both procedural and other areas, concerning customs, excise and narcotics.

We also work through the Training Support Centres at the various Commissionerates. Our regional institutes take care of the training needs of Class 2 and 3 officers We have the training headquarters in Faridabad, and the regional training institutes where Class Two and 3 officers come for training.

We stress on timely training, especially now that officers both in customs and Central excise are exposed to CIDA (Canadian International Development Agency) procedures. The academy can either organise the programme or prepare a module for the support centres.

We are now in the process of creating a new "Centre of Excellence" within NACEN, which will take up specialised research in many new areas of customs and central excise work based on inputs gathered from various sources. It is being set up at Faridabad. The research is basically to know what the assessee actually wants from the department.

How did the idea come about?

The idea came through the Training Steering Committee recommended by CIDA in the beginning of 2002. We have asked for faculty from different academic institutions, and we want to turn into a kind of specialised centre for higher learning in customs and excise matters, and thereby make the department more acceptable to the assessees.

Will it make better officers of customs and central excise?

I would like to think so. But it will help in building a better image of the department, on the basis of the changes that are being brought about.

How do you see the corruption in the department?

Corruption is a two-way process, and if one is willing to part with a rupee, it is for a benefit of Rs 100. And customs officers in that position are highly vulnerable. But we have excellent officers, and this is the positive side of the department.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

La Tribune (Algiers)
Plan d'action de l'initiative environnementale du NEPAD : l'engagement des partenaires donateurs se précise

16 Décembre 2003 

Publié sur le web le 16 Décembre 2003 

Lyes Malki
> 

> 

> D'un montant total de 30 millions de dollars, le plan d'action de l'initiative environnementale du NEPAD a été l'objet d'une conférence, hier au palais des Nations à Alger, animée par les différentes parties concernées par sa mise en oeuvre.

> 

> Inaugurée hier par le président de la République Abdelaziz Bouteflika, cette conférence a enregistré la participation de plus de 1 000 invités dont des personnalités de haut rang, à l'image du directeur exécutif du PNUE, M. Klaus Topfer, du président du Fonds de l'environnement mondial, M. Len Good, du professeur Wiseman Nkulu, président du secrétariat du NEPAD, de M. Roberto Tortoli, représentant de l'Union européenne (UE) et de M. Michel Camdessus, représentant personnel du président français Jacques Chirac auprès du NEPAD. Dans son discours inaugural, le président de la République a tenu à insister sur la nécessité d'un partenariat efficace pour venir à bout des problèmes environnementaux : «L'environnement constitue désormais un enjeu planétaire nécessitant une conception globale et une réponse solidaire», a-t-il dit, avant d'ajouter que «ce partenariat doit se déployer d'abord au niveau national. Il passe alors nécessairement par une démarche résolue et méthodique de développement de modes participatifs de gouvernance pour la conduite des processus politiques, économiques et sociaux de la vie nationale à tous les niveaux». Faisant le lien entre les problèmes de l'environnement et ceux de la pauvreté en Afrique, le président de la République a affirmé qu'«il est incontestable que la pauvreté constitue le facteur majeur des dommages causés à l'environnement», sans oublier «les autres facteurs [qui] ne sont pas non plus à négliger».

> 

> Il s'agit, entre autres, a ajouté le Président, «des défaillances relevées dans les politiques nationales et régionales notamment en ce qui concerne l'environnement et l'aménagement du territoire, ainsi que de l'insuffisance des capacités humaines, institutionnelles et financières».Au sujet des capacités financières justement, la présence de responsables d'institutions financières et des représentants du G8 et de l'Union européenne laisse croire que la disponibilité de ces derniers, leur engagement et leur implication dans la mise en oeuvre du plan d'action de l'initiative environnementale du NEPAD sont presque acquis. Selon M. Michel Camdessus, «le G8 fait alliance avec le NEPAD pour contribuer au financement des différents projets prévus et la France, à elle seule, s'engage déjà à débloquer 164 millions d'euros». Pour sa part, le représentant italien de l'UE a indiqué lors d'une conférence de presse qu'outre l'action dénommée «initiative Italie-Afrique» que son gouvernement prendra en charge, l'Italie s'engage à signer d'ici à l'année prochaine un accord pour le financement de plusieurs projets de lutte contre la désertification.

> 

> Il y a lieu de rappeler que cette rencontre fait suite à l'offre faite par l'Algérie d'abriter la conférence du partenariat pour la mise en oeuvre du plan d'action de l'initiative environnementale du NEPAD élaborée sur proposition des présidents Bouteflika, M'beki (Afrique du Sud) et Obasanjo (Nigeria). La rencontre doit adopter aujourd'hui les mesures à même d'appliquer le plan en question.

> 

__________________________________________________________________________
Aai online

Une nouvelle > étude met en évidence l> '> impact des changements climatique sur la santé

> Alger, (AAI)- L> '> Organisation mondiale de la Santé (OMS) et ses partenaires ont décidé de lancer une nouvelle étude de grande envergure sur les effets des changements climatiques sur la santé, a indiqué un communiqué de la dite organisation.

> Ses auteurs cherchent à déterminer comment les phénomènes climatiques, la pollution de l> '> air, la contamination de l> '> eau et des aliments influent sur l> '> émergence des maladies. 

> L> '> OMS et ses partenaires publient également des principes directeurs qui devraient aider les gouvernements et d> '> autres organisations à suivre et à évaluer les effets des changements climatiques et à prendre des mesures pour y faire face.

> D> '> après les derniers chiffres disponibles, les changements climatiques sont à l> '> origine de 2,4 pc de tous les cas de diarrhée dans le monde et de 2 pc des cas de paludisme. 

> Par ailleurs, le même communiqué souligne «que les chercheurs estime qu> '> ils ont été la cause, en 2000, de 150 000 décès et de 5,5 millions d> '> années de vie perdues ajustées sur l> '> incapacité».

> Les résultats de cette étude sur les changements climatiques et la santé (Climate Change and Human Health - Risks and Responses) paraissent aujourd> '> hui à l> '> occasion de la neuvième session de la Conférence des Parties à la Convention-cadre de l> '> ONU sur les changements climatiques, convoquée à Milan (Italie). Cet ouvrage a été établi par l> '> OMS en collaboration avec le Programme des Nations Unies pour l> '> Environnement (PNUE) et l> '> Organisation météorologique mondiale (OMM), et avec le soutien de la United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

> L> '> ouvrage qui paraît aujourd> '> hui décrit le contexte et les processus des changements climatiques, leurs conséquences effectives ou probables sur la santé et les mesures que devraient prendre les sociétés et les gouvernements pour y faire face, en mettant en particulier l> '> accent sur le secteur de la santé.

________________________________________________________________________
Lecourrier

Climat : des dizaines de milliers de personnes tuées chaque année 

À l'instar de l'alcoolisme ou du tabac, les changements climatiques tuent chaque année des dizaines de milliers de personnes, a mis en garde l'OMS.  Le nombre de décès est estimé à 150.000 pour l'année 2000, date de référence la plus récente disponible, diffusée lors de la conférence de l'ONU sur le climat à Milan, dans le Nord de l'Italie. "Ce n'est pas énorme (comparé à d'autres causes de mortalité), mais le problème, c'est que contrairement au tabac ou à l'alcool, les gens n'ont pas le choix et il est plus difficile d'agir", a souligné un scientifique britannique de l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé, Diarmid Campbell-Lendrum. "De plus, cela touche les populations les plus vulnérables", a-t-il ajouté lors d'une conférence de presse, citant en particulier l'Afrique. L'étude, véritable gageure, tente de cerner l'impact actuel et à venir du changement climatique sur la santé humaine. Des morts de la canicule à la progression de maladies comme la malaria ou la dengue à la suite d'épisodes de pluies torrentielles, "il apparaît de plus en plus nettement, écrit l'OMS, que les changements climatiques auront de profondes conséquences sur la santé et le bien-être des citoyens partout dans le monde" et il importe d'agir "dès aujourd'hui". L'ouvrage relève l'élévation d'environ 0,4oC des températures depuis les années 1970. Il aborde les réponses à apporter par les autorités sanitaires pour surveiller cette évolution et la prévenir, selon le résumé. La surmortalité entraînée par le changement climatique prend en compte la fréquence plus importante des catastrophes naturelles, telles que les inondations. Cette fréquences a triplé dans la décennie 1990 par rapport aux années 1960, rappelle l'OMS. L'> étude se livre aussi à un savant calcul des décès entraînés par l'exposition accrue de certaines régions à la malaria ou à la malnutrition provoquée par des modifications du climat. Les changements climatiques sont ainsi responsables de 2,4 % des cas de diarrhées et 2 % des cas de malaria, d'après les derniers chiffres disponibles, tirés du rapport sur la santé dans le monde 2002, a indiqué l'OMS. Quand les pluies dépassent la normale, elles entraînent l'accumulation d'eau stagnante qui sont autant de nids à moustique et autres vecteurs de maladies. "En 2030, le risque de diarrhées sera de 10 % plus élevé dans certaines régions, comparé à ce qu'il serait si le climat ne changeait pas", selon l'OMS. L'ouvrage cite aussi les pics de mortalité provoqués par l'apparition de températures extrêmes, à Chicago en juillet 1995 et, plus récemment, la canicule de l'été 2003 en Europe, avec ses quelque 20.000 décès estimés. La décennie des années 1990 a été la plus chaude qui ait jamais été enregistrée et la tendance se poursuit, relève l'OMS. L'étude décrit également le prix à payer pour un autre phénomène, le trou dans la couche d'ozone, avec une augmentation attendue du nombre des cancers de la peau, de l'ordre de 5 % pour la population européenne et de 10 % aux États-Unis d'ici 2050. L'ouvrage a été rédigé en collaboration avec l'Organisation météorologique mondiale, le Programme des Nations unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE) avec le soutien de l'Agence américaine pour la protection de l'Environnement (EPA). AFP/VNA ( 17/12/03 )



__________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

US science body warns on climate

                 One of the most influential US science organisations dedicated   to studying the Earth and its environment says human  influence on the climate is increasing. 

                 The American Geophysical Union has just adopted a new policy   position on global warming in which it states its concern over  rising greenhouse gas emissions. 

                 The AGU's council says carbon dioxide concentrations may be  climbing faster now than at any time in Earth history. 

                 It calls for concerted worldwide study to understand how Earth   will change. 

                 "It is virtually certain that increasing atmospheric concentrations  of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases will cause global  surface climate to be warmer," the AGU council statement says. 

                 "The complexity of the climate system makes it difficult to predict   some aspects of human-induced climate change: exactly how fast   it will occur, exactly how much it will change, and exactly where

those changes will take place." 

                 Recent meeting

                 It continues: "In contrast, scientists are confident in other   predictions. Mid-continent warming will be greater than over the oceans, and there will be greater warming at higher latitudes. 

                 "Some polar and glacial ice will melt, and the oceans will warm;  both effects will contribute to higher sea levels. 

                 "The hydrologic cycle will change and intensify, leading to   changes in water supply as well as flood and drought patterns." 

                 The AGU has just finished its fall meeting held in San Francisco. As   in previous years, it heard from researchers whose studies   strongly support the idea that human influence on climate is real  and growing. 

                 One presentation sought to show that humans had been altering   the climate for thousands of years, ever since the beginnings of  agriculture. 

                 The AGU said it was imperative scientists worldwide participated  in climate research. It also called for policy discussions and  decision-making "to be based upon objective assessment of  peer-reviewed research results". 

                 New technologies

                 The AGU is one of a number of leading US scientific organisations   which have adopted a position on climate change that challenges  US Government policies. 

                 The US Academy of Sciences has also issued similar sentiments to  the AGU. 

                 The Bush administration and members of the Republican-led  Congress have, however, frequently criticised what they regard  as the poor and uncertain science that underpins much of the  case for human-induced climate change. 

                 The US has repudiated the Kyoto Protocol designed to mitigate   the effects of global warming because it believes America's  economic interests would be gravely damaged. 

                 The White House wants greenhouse gas emissions to be cut not   by what it calls the "command and control" of Kyoto, but by voluntary action and development of new energy technologies  such as hydrogen-powered fuel cells. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

West Africa's ivory trade thrives 

By Alex Kirby 

     A lively illegal trade in ivory is now flourishing in three populous states in  West Africa, conservation groups say. 

     They found more ivory in Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Senegal than the countries' own elephant populations could produce. 

     The wildlife trade monitoring network Traffic and the global conservation group  WWF say West Africa's vibrant ivory markets spur the poachers on. 

     They believe much of the ivory their teams found will have come from animals  slaughtered by gangs in central Africa. 

     Any international ivory trade must be sanctioned by Cites, the United Nations  Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species. 

     Sidestepping the law 

     Domestic trade within a country is a matter of national legislation. Ivory Coast   banned the trade in 1997, and it is supposed to be controlled by law in Senegal  and Nigeria. 

     But a report by Traffic and WWF says investigators found more than 4,000   kilogrammes of "illegal" ivory on public display in nine cities in the three   countries. 

     It says this volume of ivory represents the tusks of more than 760 elephants,   although recent data from IUCN-The World Conservation Union suggest there   may be no more than 543 elephants left in the three countries. 

     The report is entitled More Ivory Than Elephants: Domestic Ivory Markets In   Three West African Countries. 

     One of its authors, Tom Milliken, of Traffic, said: "These studies show just a   snapshot of the problem. 

     "When we factor in all of the uncontrolled manufacturing, buying and selling  over a year, these numbers climb to frightening dimensions." 

     The report says much of the ivory found on sale came from the Democratic   Republic of Congo, Cameroon, the Central African Republic and Gabon. 

     It says these countries make up Africa's most troubled region for elephant  conservation. 

     Kept in the dark 

     The authors say inadequate legislation and poor law enforcement allow the   trade to flourish in the three countries surveyed, and that this threatens  elephants' survival both there and in central Africa. 

     They say: "All three governments are in breach of ivory market control  requirements... under Cites. Furthermore, the wildlife authorities responsible for   implementing Cites are systematically barred from the ports of entry and exit." 

     Dr Susan Lieberman of WWF said: "Not only is there a lack of political will to   implement Cites, allowing traders to act with immunity from prosecution, but   corruption is preventing effective controls on the ivory trade. 

     "It is time that Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Senegal took concrete steps to   effectively implement Cites in their countries." 

     The report says the situation is most alarming in Nigeria, with higher volumes of  ivory identified than in a previous undercover survey carried out in 1999. 

     It says: "If Nigeria fails to comply with Cites requirements to regulate internal  trade in ivory by March 2004, it could find that all legal trade in Cites-listed  wildlife species to and from the country is suspended." 

     But the report makes it clear that not all the responsibility for the trade belongs  to the three countries themselves. 

     It says the main buyers of the ivory are expatriates, tourists, and business  visitors from France and Italy, China and South Korea, and the US. In some  cases diplomats are involved. 

     All images courtesy and copyright of WWF-Canon/Martin Harvey. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

EU Insists Its Support for Kyoto Policy  Unwavering

 BELGIUM: December 18, 2003
                BRUSSELS - European Commission President Romano     Prodi insisted the EU's support for the Kyoto Protocol   was unwavering this week, after a commissioner said  the EU must prepare for the possible failure of the  global warming treaty. 

                Prodi's colleague, Energy Commissioner Loyola de Palacio,   called into question the EU executive's staunch support for   the landmark treaty on Monday due to Russian hesitation  over implementing the accord. 

                "We are not changing our position or going back on the  targets that we have agreed," Prodi said in a statement. 

                If Russia fails to ratify the accord, which is aimed at cutting  pollution and curbing greenhouse gas emissions, the treaty  would not come into force in 2008 as planned. 

                De Palacio said the 15-nation bloc had to have a strategy to  deal with this possibility. 

                Industry could not be left in limbo, she said, adding that she  was not calling into question Kyoto herself. 

                Environmentalists were scathing in their criticism of the   energy commissioner's stance. 

                "(She) is actively torpedoing the EU's efforts to keep Kyoto  alive," said Stephan Singer, head of WWF's climate and  energy policy unit, in a statement. 

                The EU has drawn up legislation to help member states  meet emissions targets under the pact and has created the  world's first emissions trading scheme, a centerpiece of its  efforts. 

                The protocol aims to cut emissions of greenhouse gases by  5.2 percent of 1990 levels during a 2008-2012 five-year   period. 

                The United States, the world's top polluter, has already  refused to back Kyoto, saying it is a regulatory straitjacket that will harm industry and economic growth. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN Weather Body Says No El Nino in  Sight for 2004

SWITZERLAND: December 18, 2003
                GENEVA - A United Nations agency said this week  there was no current sign of a return in 2004 of the El  Nino/La Nina weather phenomenon that brought  devastation to many countries around the globe twice

in the past five years. 

                The agency, the World Meteorological Organization   (WMO), said the current outlook suggested the

intermediate situation between the two that had prevailed   since early this year after the fading of the last El Nino was  likely to continue. 

                "Most of the indications are that we'll stay in a neutral  condition for the foreseeable future," said Paul Llanso, chief  of the WMO's World Climate Data and Monitoring Division. 

                "So there's no forecast at this moment for a La Nina or an   El Nino," he told a news conference. 

                WMO's incoming Director-General Michel Jarraud, who  takes over in January, said the WMO's view as expressed  by Llanso was coordinated with all the main weather  monitoring centers around the world and constituted a  "consensus forecast." 

                Llanso told Reuters that a "neutral condition" did not mean  there would be no major storms or cyclones. 

                "There will still be flooding and drought around the world and   other exceptional weather events, but climate variability will  be pretty much average. If a country has bad storms in a  normal year, it will continue to have them," he said. 

                An El Nino occurs when unusually warm surface water  covers much of the Pacific because of changes in wind  patterns - bringing drought to countries like Australia and  Indonesia and violent storms to the west coast of North and  South America. 

                MIRROR IMAGE 

                La Nina is its mirror image - a phenomenon that leaves cold  water dominating the Pacific. Both disrupt normal weather  patterns far beyond the ocean's basin, bringing floods and  unseasonable temperatures to Europe and inland North  America. 

                The last two occurrences of El Nino, which is the more  devastating of the two, were in 1997-98 - when hundreds of  people were killed in storms along the coast of Ecuador,   Peru and Colombia - and in 2002-2003 when Australia had  its worst drought in a century.

                Last month a senior Australian weather official in  Queensland said there were signs of a weak El Nino

returning early next year although the country's Bureau of   Meteorology said the chances were only slight. The U.S.  National Weather Service said last week that although   surface and subsurface temperatures in the equatorial   region of the Pacific were warmer than average, they were   still too low for an El Nino to be predicted. 

                In its annual review of the past year, marked in much of  Western Europe by unusually high temperatures and   unseasonable cold in parts of East Asia, the WMO said   2003 was only the third warmest since 1861, when proper  records were first kept. 

                The average surface temperature around the world for the  entire year was 57 Fahrenheit, Jarraud told the news  conference - slightly lower than last year and 1.0 degree F  down on the hottest year, 1998. 

                WMO officials said El Nino could not be linked definitely to  the highs, or to heavy monsoon rains in the northern   summer in southern Asia, the unusual number of hurricanes  in the Atlantic and extreme cold in parts of Russia and   Mongolia. 

                According to figures released this week by Swiss Re  reinsurance group, natural and man-made disasters around  the world this year caused damage worth $65 billion as well  as taking 20,000 lives. 

                Story by Robert Evans 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

EU President Says Russia Ready to Ratify Climate Protocol 

STRASBOURG, France, December 16, 2003 (ENS) - European Commission President Romano Prodi today assured the world that Europe is wedded to the Kyoto climate protocol and expressed confidence that Russia will join the pact so that it can become legally binding. "The recent climate change conference in Milan confirmed the strong international support for the Kyoto Protocol. We are confident that Russia will ratify the protocol so that it can enter into force," Prodi said in Strasbourg. 
Romano Prodi of Italy is President of the European Commission (Photo courtesy Office of the President)

The Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was ratified by the European Union and its member states on May 31, 2002. A total of 120 Parties to the UNFCCC have now ratified, representing two-thirds of the world's population. Under the rules of the protocol and following the decision by the United States not to ratify, the protocol can only enter into force once Russia has ratified. 

Over the past year, Russia has been unclear about whether or not it would get behind the protocol that would set quantifiable limits on its emission of six greenhouse gases. 

But today in Moscow, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Yuri Fedotov said that Russia is attuning its national legislation "in compliance with the Kyoto protocol provisions,” the ITAR-Tass news agency reported. 

Fedotov said that currently “proposals to modernize the national monitoring and verify the sources of greenhouse gas emissions that meet the protocol and provide the access to flexibility mechanisms in its framework are being worked out." 

The protocol's flexible mechanisms allow industrialized countries such as Russia and the EU to meet their emissions targets by cooperating with other countries or through the trading of emissions credits. 

Russia “attaches great importance to solving problems of global climate changes of climate,” Fedotov said. 

Russia's ratification would greatly strengthen Europe's efforts to cool the global climate. On May 1, 2004, 10 new member states will join the European Union, extending the EU territory close to the Russian border, with only Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova in between. If Russia also undertakes greenhouse gas emissions limits, the protocol area would extend almost uninterrupted from Ireland on the Atlantic Ocean to the Russian Far East on the Pacific Ocean. 

European Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom listens to the debate at the Milan climate conference, December 11, 2003. (Photo courtesy IISD/ENB-Leila Mead)

Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said today, "If we want to tackle climate change there is no alternative to the Kyoto Protocol. It is an ingenious treaty because it allows all countries to participate in the fight against climate change according to their economic potential." 

"At the EU level," said Wallstrom, "we have put into place measures that will reduce emissions at least cost to our economy. From our analyses we know that we can meet our Kyoto obligations without harming our economy." 

Measures taken by the EU to reduce greenhouse gas emissions include the promotion of electricity from renewables and of biofuels, increased energy efficiency of buildings and passenger cars and emissions trading between large industrial installations. 

In the interests of energy efficiency and greenhouse gas reductions, European energy ministers meeting in Brussels Monday endorsed the broad outlines of a plan to impose European eco-design rules on all products that use electricity. 

The far reaching proposal would create a framework law, known as a directive, which will define general principles, to be followed by implementing measures setting targets such as minimum energy efficiency goals for particular product groups. These could range from domestic appliances to industrial electric motors, and from to office equipment to consumer electronics. 

The ministerial backing represents a victory for the European Commission. Untill Monday the proposal had been the subject of fierce criticism from all sides, including EU governments. 

Now the eco-design product rules will be developed by the European Commission and adopted by a member state regulatory committee rather than through the traditional codecision route involving the European Parliament and ministers. 

The council of energy ministers will frame the conditions for adopting the rules very tightly. An official close to the negotiations said, "Ministers don't want to give complete freedom" for the Commission to aim the directive at any product group it wishes." 

{ENDS Environment Daily contributed to this report.}

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 18 December 03

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

DHAKA Asia's lowest in air quality

The Daily Star, Bangladesh, Dec 18, 2003 (Sohel Islam, from Manila) - Dhaka scored lowest in the air quality management (AQM) index on Asian megacities, a workshop in the Philippines capital of Manila was told yesterday.

... The questionnaire of the survey was based on a study by the UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) and WHO (World Health Organisation) on AQM capabilities ...

http://www.thedailystar.net/2003/12/18/d31218011515.htm 


UNEP Biodiversity Information Service Launched

Pakistan News Service, Pakistan - ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: Dec 17 (PNS) – A United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) initiative seeking to create Proteus, an electronic biodiversity information service worldwide, was launched in the Pakistani capital, Islamabad, on Monday.
…"This is a historic day, because time will tell that the outcome of the Proteus project will have an ever-lasting effect on all our efforts since [the 1992 World Earth Summit in] Rio to conserve biological diversity," Sheikh told a gathering at the launch, flanked by Shafqat Kakakhel, the UNEP deputy executive director, and Onder Yucer, the UN resident representative in Pakistan. 
http://www.paknews.com/flash.php?id=4&date1=2003-12-17 


2003 'third hottest year on record'
The Australian, Australia (From correspondents in Geneva), December 17, 2003 - THE year 2003, marked by a sweltering summer and drought across huge swaths of the planet, was the third hottest in more than a century and a half, the United Nations weather agency said today.
The World Meteorological Organisation said it expects the average surface temperature for the full year to stand 0.45 degrees Celsius higher than normal. The hottest year on record was 1998, when the average temperature was 0.55 degrees Celsius higher.
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5744,8190217%255E401,00.html 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Kosovo: UN official says progress towards standards could be reviewed in 2005

*
Colombia: Annan calls for release of kidnapped persons and renewed dialogue 

*
UN team, Cambodia agree on issues related to establishment of Khmer Rouge court
*
Food prices spike beyond reach of average Zimbabwean family, UN says

*
UN official says more peacekeepers are needed in Africa

*
DR of Congo: UNHCR helps first group of refugees to return home 

*
UN meeting on Palestine hails Security Council support for ‘Road Map’ for peace

*
Global warmth up, ozone hole at record, Arctic ice down for 2003 – UN 

*
WHO urges precautions in labs after worker in Taiwan, China, gets SARS

*
G-8 global jobs move is important step in right direction – UN labour agency

*
Latin America and Caribbean show some economic improvement, UN reports

*
Freedom of expression mostly ignored at information summit – UN rights expert

*
UN creates computer games to boost knowledge of its activities

* * * *

Kosovo

17 December – The United Nations peacekeeping chief today raised the prospect that Kosovo’s progress towards reaching the standards of a normal society – necessary before its future status can be determined – could be reviewed by mid-2005.

In an open briefing to the Security Council, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno said any decision on Kosovo’s final status depends on how far its institutions go towards achieving benchmarks set out in a recently released 10-page “standards” document.

He added that the progress made by Kosovo’s provisional institutions would now be regularly monitored, with a general review possible by mid-2005. “Further advancement towards the process leading to a determination of Kosovo’s future status will depend on the positive outcome of the comprehensive review,” he said.

The future status of Kosovo, which has been under UN administration since June 1999, is still to be decided. The UN Interim Administration Mission (UNMIK) in the conflict-torn province is working to help build a multi-ethnic society in which people can progressively enjoy substantial autonomy.

Last week the Council issued a statement supporting the standards document, which has eight benchmark categories: functioning democratic institutions, rule of law, freedom of movement, returns and reintegration, economy, property rights, dialogue with Belgrade, and the Kosovo Protection Corps.

Within those categories, the document focuses on such achievements as fair and regular elections, an impartial legal system and a free news media.

Mr. Guéhenno told the Council that there has been a jump in serious crimes in Kosovo, including attacks against Kosovo Police Service officers, in the past two months. But he said that crimes against Kosovo Serbs, as well ethnically motivated crimes, fell in the same period.

The Under-Secretary-General said UNMIK has also transferred a number of its responsibilities to Kosovo’s provisional institutions, but noted some irregularities in the performance of the Kosovo Assembly.

In the debate that followed, involving over a dozen speakers, participants voiced support for the plan to reach standards before determining status while noting that the current reality is far from the ideal envisaged in the document. At the same time, concern was expressed over continued instability in the province, with delegates urging stepped-up measures to prevent ethnically motivated violence.

* * *

Colombia

17 December – As the holiday season approaches, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the parties in Colombia’s long-running civil conflict to release any civilians they have kidnapped and renew dialogue towards ending the violence.

“I urge that steps be taken to nurture reconciliation, respect for human rights and international humanitarian law,” Mr. Annan said in a statement released by his spokesman in New York.

The Secretary-General urged the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the National Liberation Army (ELN) to free “the innocent civilians, Colombian and foreign, they have kidnapped, so that families may be reunited during what should be a joyous time of the year.”

Mr. Annan said dialogue between the parties should be re-established in a bid to end the violent civil conflict that has plagued Colombia for four decades.

* * *

Cambodia

17 December – A United Nations team and the Government of Cambodia have agreed on a number of steps necessary to establish a court to try the ageing former leaders of the Khmer Rouge.
The UN Technical Assessment Mission that went to Phnom Penh last week reported today that it had reached tentative agreement with the Government on a concept of operations, an outline of an implementation plan with timelines, a staffing table for the court’s judicial and administrative component and the site where the trials would be held.

In May, the General Assembly authorized the UN to help Cambodia set up and run two Extraordinary Chambers in the new tribunal. One will be a trial court and the other will be a Supreme Court within the existing Cambodian justice system.

A UN spokesman said today that contrary to some reports in the Cambodian press, the UN team did not specify the number of potential indictees during last week’s talks, nor was a list of names of potential indictees discussed.

“It would have been highly improper to do so, since it will be the prerogative of the investigative judges and the prosecutors of the future court to make that determination,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said at a press briefing.

For the purpose of drafting a budget proposal, a range of five to 10 indictees was assumed by both parties, “but this figure could change depending on the investigative and prosecutorial strategy that the future court may wish to adopt,” he added.

The team’s report noted that two key conditions still had to be met before court activity could start, beginning with the appointment of judges and prosecutors. The Cambodian National Assembly has to convene to ratify the underlying agreement signed in June between the UN and the Government, and voluntary contributions to cover at least one year of operations and pledges to fund two additional years must be received.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan intends to launch an appeal for these contributions in early February once an operating budget for the court has been established, the report said.

* * *

Zimbabwe

17 December – As drought, deaths from HIV/AIDS and a general decline decimate the Zimbabwean economy, the prices of basic foods have risen by nearly half again in the last month, putting them out of the average family’s reach, the United Nations warned today.

This spike in the prices of maize, sugar and flour comes during a period between harvests, when UN agencies expect families to be most in need of food aid, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said.

Agricultural production is hampered by an estimated 43 per cent HIV prevalence rate among farm workers that is killing the labour force or leaving people too sick to work. Areas under crops declined by 39 per cent in 2003, while yields dropped by almost 60 per cent.

With foreign currency to buy spare parts and purification chemicals in short supply, urban water and sewerage systems have been declining rapidly, OCHA said. This lack of safe water heightens the risk of disease.

In addition, rural water supplies are in critical condition. “There have already been serious cholera outbreaks in the Zambezi Valley, one of the poorest regions of Zimbabwe.

* * *

Peacekeeping

17 December – The United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) has issued an appeal to Member States to expedite the deployment of troops they have offered for the United Nations Mission and to be prepared to provide troops for anticipated future operations in various other parts of Africa.

During a meeting yesterday in New York for troop contributors, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, said he expected that peacekeepers might be required in Côte d’Ivoire, Sudan and Burundi, in the event that the Security Council decides to establish peacekeeping operations to support the peace processes in those countries.

“It is important that I highlight these possible future calls that the UN may be making on Member States,” he said. “We may need substantial numbers of military personnel who will be required to be logistically self-sustained and possess the necessary equipment to ensure a robust and force-protected posture in the conduct of their operations.”

There are growing signs that the long-running civil conflict in Sudan is coming to an end, the Under-Secretary-General said, with a power-sharing agreement likely by the end of the month. A team from DPKO is in Sudan to review a draft plan for a future UN mission.

In Burundi, the transitional government and the largest armed group signed a ceasefire last month after a decade of civil conflict. The African Union deployed its own peacekeeping mission to the country earlier this year.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the Security Council last month that he would soon send an assessment team to Côte d’Ivoire to prepare recommendations on how the current UN mission, which comprises 38 military liaison officers, can be reinforced.

Mr. Guéhenno also said the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) needed specialized units to tackle specific challenges, citing the example of a lack of an engineering brigade in one of the Mission’s four sectors.

* * *

DR of Congo

17 December – The United Nations refugee agency is preparing to launch the repatriation of 432,000 people who fled the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) during a bitter war, and has arranged for a pioneering group of nearly 300 to fly to the country.

The excited group of 298 returnees arrived in Kinshasa yesterday after seven years in exile in neighbouring Central African Republic (CAR). They were warmly welcomed by Mayor Nku Imbie, UN Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) representative David Kapya and other UNHCR and Congolese officials.

“We have peace and unity,” Mr. Imbie told the returnees. “We are appealing to our compatriots who think that the war is not yet over to return home to help rebuild our nation.”

Tuesday’s repatriation is the first significant return of Congolese refugees to be organized by UNHCR since the installation of a transitional government in Kinshasa under a peace deal signed in April this year.
More than 1,000 Congolese refugees in CAR have signed up for repatriation, especially to the DRC’s Equateur province.

UNHCR must first sign tripartite agreements with the countries hosting the Congolese refugees to outline the legal framework for return and reintegration. The host countries at present are Tanzania with 149,000 refugees, Zambia with 54,000, the Republic of Congo with 85,000 and CAR with 10,000.

* * *

Middle East

17 December – The United Nations wrapped up an expert meeting in Beijing on the question of Palestine today amid widespread praise for the Security Council’s support of the Road Map for peace in the Middle East.

In its final document, the gathering called on the parties to fulfil their obligations under the plan and to realize the vision of two States living side by side. The experts also viewed the Council’s endorsement of the Road Map as a strong indication of its intention to remain fully engaged in efforts towards achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

Participants also voiced concern over the construction of the separation wall in the occupied West Bank and around East Jerusalem, calling this development an extension of the illegal annexation by Israel of Palestinian land in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention. The Final Document called on the Council to make Israel stop and reverse the barrier’s construction.

In addition to the 16 expert participants, representatives of 72 Governments, 3 intergovernmental organizations, 7 UN agencies and 11 non-governmental organizations attended the two-day event.

* * *

WMO

17 December – This year is on track to be the third warmest over the past century and a half, the size of the Antarctic ozone hole matched an all-time high and the extent of Arctic sea ice neared a record low, according to new figures from the United Nations World Meteorological Organization (WMO). 

Global surface temperature for 2003 is expected to be 0.45 C (centigrade) above the 1961-90 annual average, according to records maintained by WMO members, making the year the third warmest, just behind 2002 with 0.48 C. The warmest year was 1998 with 0.55 C. 

Calculated separately for both hemispheres, the 2003 temperatures for the Northern Hemisphere (0.57 C) and for the Southern Hemisphere (0.33 C) are both likely to the third warmest since instrumental records began in 1861, the Geneva-based agency said in preliminary findings pending an updated report to be published in March. 

It noted that the rate of change since 1976 was roughly three times that for the past 100 years as a whole, and analyses of proxy data for the Northern Hemisphere indicate that late twentieth century warmth was unprecedented for at least the past millennium. 

Measurements for Antarctica showed that the ozone hole reached 28 million square kilometres in September, matching the all-time record of September 2000 and in marked contrast to last year when the hole split in two and was the smallest in more than a decade. Ozone shields the world from cancer-causing ultraviolet radiation. 

Arctic sea ice, meanwhile, dropped to 5.4 million square kilometres in September, nearly as low as the record 5.3 million square kilometres of 2002. The low sea ice of recent years is consistent with new analyses of satellite data showing significant warming of the Arctic region in the 1990s compared to the 1980s, WMO said. 

The agency catalogued the year’s weather in various parts of the world, ranging from European heat waves that saw the warmest temperatures on record in several countries to record warmth in Australia that produced wildfires, continued drought in much of southern Africa, and above normal rainfall in most of the Sahelian region of western Africa. 

* * *

SARS

17 December – The United Nations lead health agency today urged countries to ensure that correct biosafety procedures are being followed in laboratories after learning that a lab worker in Taiwan, Province of China, had been infected with the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

The World Health Organization (WHO) said that for the moment, the positive test of a 44-year-old laboratory worker for the SARS coronavirus appears to be an isolated incident. In August, WHO said there were 8,422 reported cases of the illness, with 916 deaths, most of them in China.

“Local health specialists in [the capital] Taipei have discussed the investigation and the response to the case with WHO today,” the UN agency said in a statement. “All contacts are being identified and followed; any who become feverish will be isolated immediately.”

WHO said the incident illustrates that SARS presents a continuing threat. “In the post-epidemic period the greatest risk from SARS may be through exposure in laboratories where the virus is used or stored,” the agency said. “For this reason, WHO urges countries to conduct an inventory of laboratories and samples that they hold, and to ensure that the correct biosafety procedures are being followed.”

Details of this latest event are still under investigation. Local health experts reported to WHO that the researcher was probably exposed to the virus in the laboratory on 5 December. The scientist then travelled to Singapore to attend a conference from 7 to 10 December, returning on 10 December. He began to feel unwell later that day and placed himself in home quarantine. On 16 December, he called an ambulance and was admitted to hospital with a fever.

WHO said contacts are being identified and followed-up. “Additionally, passengers on the researcher’s return flight from Singapore are being notified and instructed to monitor their health. Authorities are also investigating how the patient was exposed,” the agency said.

* * *

ILO

17 December – Stressing the need for globalization to focus on creating more and better jobs, the United Nations labour agency today hailed this week’s meeting of employments minister from major industrialized countries as an important move in the right direction.

The Group of Eight (G-8) conference in Stuttgart, Germany, from 14 to 16 December, which called for stronger consideration of a social dimension in globalization, is a “positive step toward a fairer and more inclusive globalization process that ensures opportunities for all,” said the Director-General of the International Labour Office (ILO), Juan Somavia.

The ministers from Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States called for the creation of an inter-agency forum consisting of the ILO, the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the World Trade Organization (WTO), the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to promote growth and employment as a central political objective of globalization.

“The G-8 Ministers’ conclusions, urging a stronger social dimension and calling for employment and growth to be the guiding principles of globalization, are an important recognition of the need to shape the processes of international economic integration through the creation of decent work opportunities worldwide, especially in the developing world,” Mr. Somavia said in Geneva. “This is an important step towards a global strategy for growth, investment and more and better jobs.”

The conclusions are to be considered by the G-8 of heads of State next year in the United States.

* * *

ECLAC

17 December – The regional economy of Latin America and the Caribbean grew 1.5 per cent in 2003 and should continue that upward trend in the months to come, but the improvement does not offset the stagnation of recent years, the United Nations economic commission for the region, ECLAC, says.

Recovery in the United States and Japan as well as growth in China led to the improvement in economic performance in the region, ECLAC says in its report, Preliminary Overview of the Economies of Latin America and the Caribbean 2003.

“For the first time since 1997, there are no projections of negative growth for any Latin American economy next year,” ECLAC says, but it adds that per capita output is 1.5 per cent lower than it was in 1997.

The growth figures for 2003 and 2004 compare with a drop of 0.4 per cent in 2002.

After six years of negative per capita growth and sluggish labour markets, 44.4 per cent of the population, or 227 million people, live under the poverty line. Improved economic activity drove a slight rise in the employment rate, but unemployment remains high at 10.7 per cent.

Reporting on the major economies, the report says Argentina posted a marked recovery of 7.3 per cent this year, after plunging 10.8 per cent in 2002. Chile, Costa Rica, Colombia and Peru posted growth rates of over 3 per cent, although Brazil managed barely positive growth of 0.1 per cent and Mexico grew by just 1.2 per cent.

In oil-exporting Venezuela growth fell 9.5 per cent, after a similar plunge in 2002, while the region’s other economies posted weak performances, hovering around 2 per cent, it says.

A significant development, according to ECLAC, is the stronger domestic performance achieved by the countries after three years of turbulence. Most are emerging with well-controlled monetary and fiscal policies, along with more competitive exchange rates.

The Commission forecast that economies that were dealing with profound crises, such as Argentina and Brazil, are well on their way to recovery.

* * *

Information society

17 December – A United Nations human rights expert today voiced concern that the declaration of principles and action plan adopted at the recent global summit on information and communications technologies (ICTs) mostly ignored issues of freedom of opinion and expression.

Ambeyi Ligabo, the UN Commission on Human Rights’ Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, stressed that those and other basic human rights “should be a constituent part of any declaration on the right to information.”

The first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, held from 10 to 12 December in Geneva, brought together representatives from government, science, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), industry and the media in a bid to forge a global commitment on ways to harness the power of ICTs towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals, a set of targets for a better future.

A statement issued today on behalf of the Special Rapporteur said “the mere reiteration of a few well-established principles and commitments on human rights is not sufficient; human rights concepts should be integrated meaningfully in the Draft Declaration.” He also observed that the Plan of Action appeared to be deprived of any human rights strategy.

“The absence of an in-depth analysis of a number of crucial matters like media concentration, safeguards to press freedom on the Internet and obstacles to accessing it, may gravely hamper the good work done so far by international institutions and non-governmental organizations on these key documents,” the statement said.

The Special Rapporteur voiced hope that the Summit’s second phase, to be held in 2005 in Tunis, would take remedial action on the issue, and that advance preparations would include the full participation of human rights organizations working on freedom of opinion and expression.

* * *

Information technology

17 December – The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) has created three interactive games that allow the young - and the not so young - to increase their knowledge of the world body and sustainable development.

The computer programmes feature a “bug” which represents all the problems the UN struggles to resolve. Beating it in a frenetic race in the games, being released on CD-ROM this week, requires providing the right answers to questions that are accompanied by colourful images and sounds.

“How long is the term of the Secretary-General of the United Nations?” is one. “How many regional commissions does the United Nations have?” ask another. “When does World Environment Day take place?” a third poses.

Discovery of UN activities not only enriches knowledge, but reinforces the world body’s initiatives, the ECE said, quoting Secretary-General Kofi Annan: “Much of our work here at the United Nations is aimed at giving you, the peoples of the world, greater power over your own lives and your environment. The better informed you are, the greater our chances of success.”
· *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL     AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-GeneralPress Conference

           Tomorrow at 11 a.m. in this room, the Secretary-General will be giving his year-end press conference, and, as    usual, we will not have a noon briefing on the same day.

           **Security Council - Kosovo

           The Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, told the Security Council  today that any discussion on Kosovo’s future status is dependent on achieving the eight benchmarks outlined in the   “standards before status” policy.  The benchmarks deal with issues such as rule of law, freedom of movement, and   property rights.

           In his open briefing, Guehénno said that, depending on progress made towards reaching the standards, a

review of the Kosovo Provisional Institutions could possibly be carried out in mid-2005.  He added that the past two   months have seen an increase in serious crimes in Kosovo, including attacks against Kosovo Police Service officers.     Copies of Guehenno’s briefing notes are available upstairs.

           The open debate on Kosovo is continuing now, with all 15 Council members and three other countries due to   speak.

           **Security Council - Somalia

           The Security Council has asked the Secretary-General to establish a Monitoring Group for six months, aimed  at tightening the arms embargo on Somalia.

           In a resolution adopted unanimously yesterday following the meetings on Iraq, the Security Council detailed  the mandate of the Monitoring Group, which will investigate breaches of the embargo -- especially transfers of  ammunition, single use weapons and small arms, by land, air and sea.

           The Council also asks the Nairobi-based Group to make recommendations about how to strengthen the

     embargo.

           **Cambodia

           The UN Technical Assessment Mission to Cambodia was able to reach agreement last week with the

     Cambodian Government on a number of concrete steps necessary to establish a court for Khmer Rouge trials.  These   include a concept of operations, an outline of an implementation plan with timelines, a staffing table for the court’s  judicial and administrative component, and the site where the trials would be held.

           Contrary to some reports in the Cambodian press, the UN team did not specify the number of potential

     indictees during the talks with the Cambodian Government, nor was a list of names of potential indictees discussed.  It   would have been highly improper to do so, since it will be the prerogative of the investigative judges and the prosecutors  of the future court to make that determination.

           For the purpose of drafting a budget proposal, a range of five to 10 indictees was assumed by both parties, but   this figure could change depending on the investigative and prosecutorial strategy that the future court may wish to adopt.  We have a press release upstairs with more details.

           **Zimbabwe

           In Zimbabwe, prices for many food staples such as maize, sugar and flour have spiked by 49 per cent in the  last month, putting them out of the reach for the average family, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of   Humanitarian Affairs.  This comes at a period between harvests when families are most in need of food aid.

           Zimbabweans have been dependent on aid due to a combination of drought, economic decline, and the effects   of HIV/AIDS.  The spread of the virus has hit agricultural production hard, as many farm workers die or are too sick to   work.  We have more in a press release.

           **Peacekeeping Department Calls for More Peacekeepers

           Yesterday, the Department of Peacekeeping Operations appealed to Member States to provide more

     peacekeeping troops for the UN Mission in Liberia and for future operations in Africa.

           At a meeting for troop contributors, the Peacekeeping Chief, Jean-Marie Guehenno, provided an update on the   deployment of troops in Liberia, current operational challenges and the status of the disarmament and demobilization   programme in that country.  He also pointed out that the UN would probably be needing more peacekeepers in the  coming year to conduct possible operations in the Sudan and Burundi, and expanded activities in Côte d’Ivoire.

           While it is too soon to give specific details of the personnel requirements, Guehenno said the UN would need   to generate substantial numbers of well trained, well equipped troops and civilian police personnel in 2004.

           **WMO - Global Warming

           The year 2003 has been the third warmest year for the past 150 years, according to the World Meteorological    Organization (WMO).  Global temperatures for all of 2003 are expected to be 0.45 degrees Celsius higher than the   1961-to-1990 annual average – making it the warmest year after 2002 and 1998, the WMO said yesterday.

           The Organization adds that the Antarctic ozone hole was unusually large this past year.  A press release is

     available upstairs, and more extensive information will be available in the WMO’s annual statement due in March of   next year.

           **SARS

           The World Health Organization (WHO) has received reports from public health experts in Taiwan that a

     44-year-old laboratory worker has been infected with SARS, after testing positive for the SARS coronavirus.

           The WHO says that for the moment this appears to be an isolated incident.  All people who came into contact   with the infected patient, who last week had flown to a conference in Singapore, are being identified and monitored.    Anyone who becomes feverish will immediately be isolated.  Details of this latest SARS incident are still under   investigation, and we have a WHO press release with more information upstairs.

           **WHO

           We have available upstairs, as well, embargoed copies of the World Health Organization’s annual report,

     dealing with the need for stronger health systems based on primary health care.  The report will be issued tomorrow, at  10:00 GMT (or five in the morning here in New York), and we also have a full media kit upstairs with additional   information.

           **UNCA

           And the UN Correspondents Association (UNCA) has asked me to remind you that today is the last day to

     vote for UNCA officers for the coming year.  The ballot box will close at four this afternoon.

           That’s all I have for you.

           **Questions and Answers

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Mr. Abbadi.

           Question:  Is there any reaction from the Secretary-General regarding the joint statement by the Governments  of France and Germany to the effect that they would be willing to substantially reduce Iraqi debt?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  He is following that effort by the U.S. Government through their envoy  James Baker III to negotiate a debt reduction or forgiveness agreement for Iraq.  He has no specific reaction to the  statement, though, that you mentioned.

           If nothing else, I’ll turn it over to Michele.

           Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President

           Thank you, Fred.

           Good afternoon.  President Julian Hunte is back at Headquarters.  He met this morning with several permanent  representatives:  H.E. Mr. Enrique Berruga of Mexico; also with the Permanent Representative of Azerbaijan, H.E. Mr.   Yashar Aliyev.  He met also with the Permanent Representative of Cameroon, Mr. Martin Belinga-Eboutou as Chairman   of the Third Committee.  He met also with the Permanent Representative of Malawi, H.E. Mr. Isaac Lamba, and with  the Permanent Representative of Senegal, H.E. Mr. Papa Louis Fall.

           President Julian Hunte will meet at 12:30 p.m. with the Secretary-General today.

           The General Assembly is meeting this afternoon, as you know, at 3 p.m. to act on a number of agenda items:   the Report of the Economic and Social Council and several appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary bodies.  It will  also meet on strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance of the United Nations,  including special economic assistance, and will vote on the report of the Credentials Committee, which I mentioned in  yesterday’s briefing.

           The next plenary will deal with a landmark decision, the issue of revitalization of the work of the General

     Assembly.  A vote has not yet been scheduled on the draft resolution formally submitted by the President of the  General Assembly.

           In the economic field, some important recommendations were made yesterday by the Second Committee to   the Assembly.  Expressing concern over the setback to the Fifth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade

Organization (WTO), the General Assembly would, under the recommendation of the Second Committee, stress the  importance of redoubling efforts for the successful conclusion of the Doha Negotiations by 1 January 2005, according to  one of seven draft resolutions approved without a vote yesterday, as the Second Committee concluded its session.

           By other terms of that draft on international trade and development, the Assembly would call on the WTO to  reduce or eliminate high tariffs, tariff peaks and tariff escalations, as well as non-tariff barriers on non-agricultural   products, substantially improve market access, reduce with a view to phasing out all forms of export subsidies,   substantially reduce trade distorting domestic support in agriculture and expeditiously adopt appropriate modalities for   reducing commitments in agriculture negotiations.  It would also call on the WTO to seek an effective solution to  problems reflected in the cotton initiatives proposed by a group of African countries.

           According to another draft resolution on the international financial system and development, the Assembly

would recognize with concern that developing countries made net outward transfers of financial resources in 2002 for   the sixth consecutive year, while underscoring the need for national and international measures to reverse that trend.

           By the terms also of an important draft on the high-level dialogue on financing for development, the Assembly  would request the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to propose to the Assembly at its 59th  session an appropriate mechanism to address price fluctuations of commodities.  The Assembly would also decide to   convert the United Nations Ad Hoc Group of Experts on International Cooperation on tax matters into an  intergovernmental subsidiary body of the Economic and Social Council.  Trade,

the price of commodities and tax matters have been a constant concern expressed during this 59th session.

           This is all I have for you today.  Thank you.

           Question:  What will be the subjects of discussion between the Secretary-General and the President of the

     General Assembly this afternoon?  And will the President give a press conference before the end of the session?

           Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President:  Yes, he probably will.  We haven’t scheduled it yet, the   press conference.

           I have to say that this is a meeting, a social meeting today between the Secretary-General and the President

of the General Assembly for a coupe de champagne.  So I don’t think there will be any heavy discussions on matters   concerning the Assembly.
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