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· L.A. Times -  U.S. May Seek U.N. Assistance in Volatile Iraq 

· Reuters - UN in Dark About Looted Iraq Dirty Bomb Material
· Reuters - Only 22 Pounds of Low-Grade Iraqi Uranium Dispersed - UN 
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· Associated Press - Blair urges U.S. to "step up" and help lead on environment
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· ENS - UNESCO Calls for Radical Reform of Water Education
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Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 17 July 2003
Reuters

China Growth Aims Environmentally Impossible - UN 

  SYDNEY - China's ambitious economic growth plans are environmentally unachievable because the world does not have enough   resources to allow its 1.3 billion people to become Western-style consumers, a U.N. official said yesterday. 

  Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program, said China's aim of quadrupling its economy by 2020 can only occur if developed   nations radically change their consumption habits to free up scarce resources for the world's poor. 

  "Quadrupling the GDP of a country of 1.3 billion, can you imagine what are the consequences if you go in the same structure as was done   in the so-called developed countries?" Toepfer told reporters during a visit to Sydney. 

  He said that if China had the same density of private cars as, for example Germany, it would have to produce 650 million vehicles -- a target   that environmentalists say the world's supply of metal and oil would be unable to sustain. 

  "It's not a question whether you are devoted to nature or whether this is an emotional topic. This is the rationality of economics," Toepfer -   said. 

  China's gross domestic product, or GDP, grew eight percent last year and the government expects it to expand another seven percent in -   2003. 

  Toepfer was in Australia to attend a conference of young environmentalists from Asia, discussing ways of changing consumer habits so -   that precious resources such as water are conserved. 

  He said the world's approach to resource use was going through a significant phase with slow economic growth persuading governments -   in Europe and North America to aggressively try to stimulate consumption. 

  While senior Chinese officials appeared to be fully aware of the constraints the environment placed on their economic plans, Toepfer said -   more work needed to be done in developed nations to make environmentally friendly products "trendy" and mainstream. _________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

July 18, 2003 

On the Chinese menu: 260 billion eggs and the world's entire catch of fish 

      BYLINE: Jonathan Watts and Steven Morris 

Its economy is growing at a staggering rate and its people are beginning to enjoy a better diet as well as a

      taste of western-style consumerism. 

      But the head of the UN's environment programme has warned that China's growth - and ambitious plans

      for the future - are unsustainable. 

      Klaus Toepfer warned that so-called developed countries will be forced to tighten their belts under China's

      plan to expand its economy fourfold within the next 20 years. Take the Chinese government's attempts to

      get its people to eat more healthily. Beijing has been aiming to encourage every Chinese person to eat 200

      eggs a year - a total of 260billion eggs. 

      To produce that many eggs, a flock of 1.3 billion chickens is needed. 

      To keep the chickens fed, a grain crop bigger than that produced by Australia is necessary. 

      The Chinese are also developing a taste for seafood. Should they begin eating fish at the same rate as the

      Japanese, they would consume the world's entire catch. 

      Beer is also becoming more popular. But to provide each Chinese person with just three extra beers a year,

      as much grain as Norway produces annually would be needed. 

      No wonder Mr Toepfer sounded worried when he addressed young environmentalists in Sydney this week. 

      "Quadrupling the GDP of a country of 1.3 billion - can you imagine?" he asked them. 

      He considered the example not of chickens, fish or beer but cars. The number of cars on China's roads rose

      by almost 40% last year. The country's flagship car manufacturer, First Automotive Works, aims to increase  its output fivefold in the next five to eight years. 

      The Institute of Petroleum believes the demand for oil will rise in China by 500% in the next 25 years. Mr

      Toepfer pointed out that if China had the same density of private cars as Germany it would have to produce

      650 million vehicles. There is simply not enough metal and oil in the world to sustain such numbers. 

      "It's not a question of whether you are devoted to nature or whether this is an emotional topic. This is the

      rationality of economics," Mr Toepfer said. 

      He said China's plans could only come to fruition if developed nations radically changed their consumption

      habits. 

      China's growth in the past 10 years has been phenomenal. 

      While many still live in poverty , a sharply increasing minority can now afford the cars, electronics goods and  imported delicacies that used to be seen as luxuries. 

      According to the Worldwatch Institute, China has already overtaken the US, which uses a third of the

      planet's natural resources, as the leading consumer of meat, fertiliser, steel and coal. 

      The adage used to be "all the tea in China". In the future, it may just be "all the chickens" or "all the cars". 

      guardian.co.uk/china ________________________________________________________________________________________

Taipei Times (Reuters story)

China's plans `unsound'

 Thursday, Jul 17, 2003,Page 12 

China's ambitious economic growth plans are environmentally unachievable because the world does not have enough resources to allow its 1.3 billion people to become Western-style consumers, a UN official said yesterday. 

Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program, said China's aim of quadrupling its economy by 2020 can only occur if developed nations radically change their consumption habits to free up scarce resources for the world's poor. 

Consequences 

"Quadrupling the GDP of a country of 1.3 billion, can you imagine what are the consequences if you go in the same structure as was done in the so-called developed countries?" Toepfer told reporters during a visit to Sydney. 

He said that if China had the same density of private cars as, for example Germany, it would have to produce 650 million vehicles -- a target that environmentalists say the world's supply of metal and oil would be unable to sustain. 

"It's not a question whether you are devoted to nature or whether this is an emotional topic. This is the rationality of economics," Toepfer said. 

China's GDP, grew 8 percent last year and the government expects it to expand another 7 percent this year. 

Toepfer was in Australia to attend a conference of young environmentalists from Asia, discussing ways of changing consumer habits so that precious resources such as water are conserved. 

Persuasion 

He said the world's approach to resource use was going through a significant phase with slow economic growth persuading governments in Europe and North America to aggressively try to stimulate consumption. 

While senior Chinese officials appeared to be fully aware of the constraints the environment placed on their economic plans, Toepfer said more work needed to be done in developed nations to make environmentally friendly products "trendy" and mainstream. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Bangkok Post 

July 17, 2003 

GREENPEACE URGES GOVT TO RATIFY POPS IF IT WANTS ACCESS TO FUNDS 

      Greenpeace has urged the government to ratify the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants

      (POPs) if it wants to obtain a grant from the global environment fund for research on the cancer-causing

      dioxin, a byproduct of toxic chemicals. 

      Tara Buacomsri, a Greenpeace Southeast Asia campaigner, said yesterday that although Thailand has been

      rather successful in banning the use of the 12 toxic POPs chemicals after signing the convention in 2002,

      little progress had been in studies on their byproducts, which include dioxin and furan. 

      Dioxin is produced unintentionally from most forms of combustion, including waste incinerators, open burning of trash, and industrial processes. It has been linked, in animal studies, to immune system impairment,      diabetes, neurotoxicity, birth defects, miscarriages, harming the reproductive system, and causing cancer. 

      The toxin could persist in the environment for long periods of time, and biomagnify as it moved up the food chain. 

      It was often found concentrating in meat and dairy products meant for human consumption. 

      The extent of contamination from dioxin and furan to the environment and human health can only be

      assessed through complex research procedures that would require a lot of money. 

      If looked at seriously I believe a significant amount of dioxin could be found in the environment or even in

      our own bodies, but without a proper research it is hard to know exactly how much damage it was

      inflicting,'' said Mr Tara. 

      He said the amount of dioxin being discharged by the two waste incinerators in Onnuch was the highest by

      world standards, according to a finding of the United Nations Environment Programme. 

      Once funding is available following the ratification of the treaty, a more thorough study on it could be

      launched, Mr Tara said. 

      By ratifying the convention Thailand would be committed to reduce or eliminate the release of the 12 POPs

      and other chemicals and their byproducts which may be added to the treaty in the future. 

      Apart from DDT, Thailand has also banned the use of polychlorinated biphynyls (PCB's) which were being used in hundreds of industrial applications. 

      Some 150 countries have signed the convention, which supports the use of alternatives to incinerators in

      waste management, from recycling to the use of more advanced techniques to get rid of wastes. 

      Greenpeace, meanwhile, has continued its opposition to waste incinerators, which they called a dying

      technology'', and have called on the authorities to cease operations of all incinerators in the country,

      including the ones in Phuket and Surat Thani provinces. 

      Officials have said Thailand would ratify the Stockholm Convention within two years. 

      A committee is now looking into its possible negative impacts on Thailand.

___________________________________________________________________________________________ Business Line 

July 17, 2003 

CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON BIO-DIVERSITY TO COME INTO EFFECT FROM SEPT 

      Mumbai, July 16. FOLLOWINGS ratification by 50 States, the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety will enter into  force on September 11, 2003, the UN Environmental Programme has announced. Adopted in January

      2000 by member-governments of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Protocol seeks to protect

      biodiversity from potential risks that may be posed by living modified organisms resulting from modern

      biotechnology. 

      It covers genetically-modified organisms (GMOs), but not their non-living derived products, such as cooking oil made from GM maize (corn). 

      Upon entry into force of the Protocol, legally binding procedures will apply to trade in GMOs, whether

      intentionally introduced into the environment (example, as seeds) or for use as food, animal feed or

      processing. 

      Whether or not the importing country is a party to the Protocol, the country exporting GMOs will have to

      give prior notification of shipment accompanied by sufficient information to enable the importing country to  make informed decisions about whether or not to accept the GMO. 

      Governments will exchange information through a Biosafety Clearing House and are to base their decisions on scientifically sound risk assessments. 

      The Protocol states that its provisions are intended neither to override existing international agreements

      affecting trade, nor to be subordinate to them.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

EU Takes Member States to Court Over GMOs 

  BRUSSELS - The EU Commission, fending off a trade suit over Europe's refusal to import genetically modified organisms (GMOs), turned  its fire on 11 EU states yesterday for failing to adopt new rules on GMO permits. 

  The Commission, the European Union's executive arm, said it was taking 11 out of 15 governments to court as they had not implemented  the main new EU rules on approving GMO crops that should have been in place last October. 

  The "deliberate release" directive was passed by EU states and the European Parliament in 2001 after years of debate on how best to test  and monitor GMOs to allay consumer fears about the hi-tech foods' potential risks to health and the environment. 

  But the Commission said all EU states except Britain, Sweden, Denmark and Portugal had failed to put the new legislation into their national law and was taking them to the European Court of Justice to pressure them to do so. 

  "This legislation has been the result of a transparent and democratic process and provides a solid answer to public concerns," EU Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said. 

  "But our credibility will be severely undermined if we are not able to demonstrate that we can implement it." 

  Biotechnology firms like Monsanto, Syngenta and Bayer Crop Science have been waiting for more than five years for permission to sell their products in the EU. They hoped the informal ban on new GMO strains would be lifted soon after last October's deadline. 

  But anti-GMO countries like Italy and France said they needed further regulations, on labeling and tracing GMO crop shipments and on   rules for agricultural coexistence with non-GMO crops, before they re-start issuing permits. 

  EU officials say those rules will be in place in the coming months. 

  The United States, Canada and Argentina are challenging the EU ban, which they say blocks their exports, at the World Trade   Organization. 

  The Commission, which handles trade matters on behalf of the 15 member states, repeated its position that it has no case to answer as the   main rules are now in place and the EU was likely to start issuing new permits before the end of the year. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

L.A. Times

 U.S. May Seek U.N. Assistance in Volatile Iraq 

 By Paul Richter and Esther Schrader, Times Staff Writers 

 (2003-07-17) WASHINGTON--Faced with mounting casualties and costs, the Bush administration said Wednesday that it was talking with foreign leaders about broadening  U.N. authority in Iraq, even as a key commander said the Pentagon would extend the tours  of war-weary U.S. troops to a full year to fight what has become a guerrilla war.

 Until now, the administration has sought to limit U.N. activities in Iraq to humanitarian relief  and has sought assistance from other countries on a nation-by-nation basis. A U.S.  decision to go back to the United Nations would mark a fundamental shift in an approach  that now gives the United States full control -- and blame -- for whatever happens in the  volatile country.

 But the Bush administration may have little choice. With the new chief of the Central  Comm and saying Wednesday that U.S. forces were now battling a "classic" guerrilla war,  coordinated on a regional level in Iraq, the need for a substantial troop presence was likely  to continue for some time. The U.S. has had a hard time getting other nations to commit  significant numbers of troops to supplement its forces in Iraq. Some governments have  said they would only contribute troops or police after a clear U.N. mandate.

 Speaking during an appearance with German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, Secretary  of State Colin L. Powell said that U.S. talks with other governments and U.N. officials were  still preliminary.

 But there is mounting pressure on the administration from Congress to find ways to share  the costs -- and risks.

 Congress also kept up its questions about the prewar intelligence on Iraq. Democratic and  Republican senators weighed expanding their probe after spending nearly five hours  pressing CIA Director George J. Tenet to account for claims regarding Baghdad's nuclear  program and the broader failure to find banned weapons.

 Democrats said they would like to hear from White House officials next, and even a key  Republican, Sen. Pat Roberts of Kansas, chairman of the intelligence committee, indicated  that administration officials could be asked to testify.

 Gen. John Abizaid's announcement of an extension of soldiers' tours is likely to send shock  waves through the ranks. Abizaid made his comments during a Pentagon briefing, his first  as chief of the Central Command, which oversees U.S. military activities in the Middle East  and Central Asia. Tours associated with major combat operations have been no longer  than four months since the Vietnam War.

 Abizaid also acknowledged for the first time that U.S. forces were facing a "classic  guerrilla-type war situation" throughout the country -- an assertion that appears to contradict  earlier statements by Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, who has sought to play down  the guerrilla threat.

 Abizaid said that in addition to guerrilla-style resistance to U.S. forces from former mid- and  upper-level Iraqi officials, troops in Iraq also faced increasing threats from foreign terrorist  groups that have established or reestablished bases in the country. He said those groups  probably include Al Qaeda.

 "There are those that would sympathize with [Al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden] that have  moved into Iraq and are trying to kill us," Abizaid said.

 Guerrilla warfare is usually defined as organized campaigns by irregular soldiers who hide  in the wilderness or among civilians and spring surprise attacks on a dominant  conventional force.

 Before the Iraq war, many U.S. analysts and defense officials had dismissed the threat of a  postwar guerrilla insurgency, arguing that Saddam Hussein's Baath Party did not have  enough support from ordinary Iraqis to mount a serious campaign. But Iraqis have carried  out assassinations of U.S. allies, sabotaged infrastructure and attacked troops on an  almost daily basis.

 Bush administration officials have sought to limit the influence of other countries in the Iraq  reconstruction, fearing that shared power could interfere with their effort to build a  free-market, democratic state at the center of a new Middle East. But without the United  Nations imprimatur, it has been difficult for some countries to build domestic support for the  idea of contributing police and troops to the U.S.-led rebuilding effort.

 On Monday, India said it would not, without a U.N. role, contribute the more than 17,000  peacekeepers requested by the United States. France and Germany, prominent opponents  of the U.S.-led war in Iraq, have made similar statements.

 Diplomats said the U.N. discussions would probably focus on the idea of a new Security  Council resolution much like the one that gave the organization's blessing to the  International Security Assistance Force now patrolling Afghanistan, under U.S. leadership.

 The December 2001 resolution authorized creation of the force, urged members to  contribute troops, but kept the force under national, rather than U.N., leadership. Diplomats  said no country was urging creation of a blue-helmeted United Nations peacekeeping force.  Such forces are less well-suited for dangerous combat situations such as the one in Iraq;  the Pentagon would probably also oppose such a move because it would split the military  authority, diplomats noted.

 About-Face Predicted

 Some U.S. lawmakers and foreign policy experts have been predicting that the challenges  of the mission would lead the United States to make an about-face, and grant the United  Nations a greater role.

 The United States military is now spending about $3.9 billion a month in Iraq, and more  than $800 million a month in Afghanistan. If casualty rates continue, the U.S. will soon have  lost more soldiers since major military operations ended May 1 than it did in the period  before.

 "I think this ultimately will end up with peacekeeping forces out there under a United Nations  mandate, which will necessitate a larger U.N. role in the political process too," said Nancy  Soderberg, a vice president of the consulting firm International Crisis Group in New York  and a former National Security Council official in the Clinton administration.

 One senior Senate aide said the proposal to draw in the United Nations certainly had  support within the State Department and might also have some support from Pentagon  officials who might "be looking for an exit strategy" from Iraq.

 Democratic lawmakers have been making ever-louder demands that the administration  turn to the United Nations, and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, for help in the  rebuilding effort.

 Even so, one senior U.S. official urged caution.

 It is doubtful, the official said, that the French or Germans would agree to contribute troops,

 even with U.N. blessing. He said the existing U.N. resolution on postwar Iraq, No. 1483,  already provides a sufficient basis for countries that wish to send troops.

 "We haven't adopted this as our strategy because it's not clear what it's going to give  anybody," the official said. "But if there's some momentum on the council, I'm sure we'll look  at it."

 U.N. Mandate

 In his remarks, Powell said that "there are some nations who have expressed the desire for  more of a mandate from the United Nations, and I am in conversations with some ministers  about this."

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, in an appearance in New York, said the  question was "not just an issue for Germany and France. Other nations are grappling with  the issue, and the question has been posed as to whether or not Security Council action  could improve the situation."

 At the Pentagon, Abizaid painted a stark picture of the situation on the ground in Iraq.

 The most significant problem for U.S. forces, he said, were mid-level Baath Party officials  trying to bring Hussein back to power. Their attacks were growing in sophistication and  coordination, with fighters employing rocket-propelled grenades and surface-to-air missiles  against U.S. forces, he said.

 "The resistance is getting more organized, and it is learning," Abizaid said. "It is adapting. It  is adapting to our tactics, techniques and procedures."

 On Wednesday, suspected insurgents fired a surface-to-air missile at a C-130 cargo plane  as it landed at Baghdad's international airport. The missile, which missed its target, was at  least the second in as many weeks in Iraq, Abizaid said. He said he was recently riding in a  C-130 that swerved and dropped flares to avoid a possible missile attack.

 Abizaid said that although he intended to pull the 3rd Infantry Division, which had led the  charge into Baghdad, out of Iraq "by September," troops serving there should expect to  serve 12-month tours.

 Not since the Vietnam War have troops been asked routinely to serve so long in a combat  environment.

 Troops sent home would be replaced with reinforcements from bases in the U.S. and  abroad, to maintain the level of forces in Iraq at about six divisions -- or about 150,000  coalition troops, at least until mid-September, Abizaid said.

 He said reinforcements could be drawn from the Marine Corps or from allied countries, as  well as from the Army, which has borne the brunt of the fighting since President Bush  declared an end to major combat operations May 1.

 Abizaid's statement was the first public acknowledgment by a defense official that additional  Marines could be sent back to Iraq. Marines are ordinarily used only for combat operations,  not peacekeeping.

 Addressing the question of morale, Abizaid said he would ask commanders to tell troops  going into Iraq up front when they will be going home. 

 "We understand these things. We are professional soldiers," Abizaid said.

 Abizaid said if the security situation worsens, "I won't hesitate to ask for more."

 But he insisted that only better intelligence, not more troops, would alleviate the threats  against U.S. forces.

 "It's not a matter of boots per square meter. Everybody wants to think that, but that's just not  so," Abizaid said. "If I could do one thing as a commander right now, I would focus my intelligence like a laser on where the problem is, which is mid-level Baathist leaders."

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN in Dark About Looted Iraq Dirty Bomb Material
  VIENNA - The U.N. nuclear watchdog said yesterday it had accounted for most of the low-grade uranium lost during looting at Iraq's main  nuclear facility, but had no information about more dangerous radioactive material. 

  The U.N. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) announced this in a report sent to the U.N. Security Council Tuesday about its  limited inspection of the Location C storage facility outside the Tuwaitha nuclear research complex near Baghdad. 

  In the post-war chaos of Iraq, looters broke into Location C and at least six other nuclear sites in Iraq and emptied hundreds of containers  of nuclear material. Most of the material and containers were recovered. 

  "The quantity and type of uranium compounds dispersed are not sensitive from a proliferation point of view," IAEA Director General  Mohamed ElBaradei wrote in the report. ElBaradei said at least 22 pounds of low-grade uranium may have been dispersed and called for  authorities to recover all of it. 

  The term "proliferation" refers to the possibility of a country or group using these uranium compounds to make nuclear weapons. 

  This low-grade natural uranium would only be dangerous if ingested and would be of little use in a so-called dirty bomb, which could  disperse radioactive material over a wide area through a conventional explosion. 

  But an IAEA spokeswoman said the agency had not been permitted by U.S. occupation authorities to check the status of Tuwaitha's  stocks of highly-radioactive cesium-137, cobalt-160 and other materials which could be used in dirty bombs. 

  "There were around 400 of these radioactive sources stored at Tuwaitha," IAEA's Melissa Fleming said. 

  Witnesses have said that villagers near Tuwaitha, especially children, have shown symptoms of radiation sickness. 

  "Any case of radiation sickness would probably be from these highly-radioactive sources, not from the low-grade natural uranium at  Location C," Fleming said. 

  "WHAT IT DOESN'T SAY" 

  The environmental organization Greenpeace organized its own mission to Iraq to determine the level of contamination of areas around  Iraq's looted nuclear sites. 

  "It's not what the report says but what it doesn't say that is cause for concern," Greenpeace's team leader in Iraq, Mike Townsley, told  Reuters in Amsterdam. "What the report doesn't talk about is the other radioactive material, the much more dangerous industrial radiation  sources." 

  "Nobody says these isotopes are still there," he said. "Within one week our mission found three sources of these industrial isotopes. We  had access to the community, the IAEA did not." 

  On June 24, Greenpeace handed over to the U.S. military an abandoned metal canister found in Iraq, which the group said was giving off  10,000 times the normal radiation levels. 

  The U.S. military would not permit the IAEA to assess the health of the local population and confined the IAEA inspection team's  activities to an inventory of only the low-grade uranium at Location C. 

  The IAEA warned the United States and Britain after their forces took control of Iraq in April that they should secure all Iraq's nuclear  facilities to prevent an environmental, medical and humanitarian emergency. The IAEA inspectors did not get to Iraq until early June. 

  In the report, ElBaradei again called on U.S. and British occupation authorities "to ensure the physical protection and security of the entire  nuclear material inventory in Iraq."

____________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Only 22 Pounds of Low-Grade Iraqi Uranium Dispersed - UN 

  VIENNA - The United Nations nuclear watchdog said yesterday it had accounted for most of the looted nuclear material at Iraq's main  nuclear facility, but at least 22 pounds of low-grade uranium may have been dispersed. 

  The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) announced these conclusions in a report sent to the U.N. Security Council this week  about its inspection of the Location C storage facility outside of the Tuwaitha complex near Baghdad. 

  In the post-war chaos in Iraq, looters broke into Tuwaitha's Location C and at least six other nuclear sites in Iraq and emptied out the  contents of hundreds of containers of nuclear material. Most of the material and containers were recovered. 

  "The quantity and type of uranium compounds dispersed are not sensitive from a proliferation point of view," IAEA Director General  Mohamed ElBaradei wrote in the report. 

  The term "proliferation" refers to the possibility of a country or group using these uranium compounds to make nuclear weapons. 

  This low-grade natural uranium would also be of little use in a so-called dirty bomb, which is the dispersion of radioactive material over a  wide area with a conventional explosive like dynamite. 

  But ElBaradei said he would "request the (U.S. occupation) authority to make every effort to recover the dispersed material and, if and  when the material is recovered, to return it to Location C...and to place it under agency safeguards." 

  The IAEA first warned the United States and Britain in April that it was necessary to secure all of Iraq's nuclear facilities to prevent an  environmental, medical and humanitarian emergency. The IAEA inspectors did not get to Iraq until early June. 

  There have been numerous eyewitness reports that people -- especially children -- living in villages near Tuwaitha have shown symptoms of radiation sickness. 

  However, the U.S. military would not permit the IAEA to assess the health situation of the local population and confined the activities of  the IAEA inspection team to an inventory of Location C. 

  ElBaradei also called on the U.S. and British occupation authorities "to ensure the physical protection and security of the entire nuclear  material inventory in Iraq." 

  Most of this nuclear material at other facilities had been "previously recovered from rubble," ElBaradei said. 

  Story by Louis Charbonneau 

  Story Date: 17/7/2003 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

Blair urges U.S. to ``step up'' and help lead on environment
By JOHN HEILPRIN=

Associated Press Writer=

  WASHINGTON (AP) _ British Prime Minister Tony Blair gently

chided President Bush on global warming Thursday, urging him to demonstrate more leadership on the environment.

Blair has been Bush's closest overseas ally since the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks. His remarks on the environment were a brief departure from his main focus on the war in Iraq, and a rare outward disagreement between the two leaders.
``Climate change, deforestation, the voracious drain on natural resources cannot be ignored. Unchecked, these forces will hinder the economic

development of the most vulnerable nations first and ultimately all nations,'' Blair told a joint meeting of the House and Senate. ``We must show the world that we are willing to step up to these challenges around the world and in our own backyards.''
``If this seems a long way from the threat of terror and weapons of mass destruction,'' Blair added, ``it is only to say again that the world security cannot be protected without the world's heart being one. So America must listen as well as lead.''
Bush abandoned the global warming treaty negotiated in 1997 in Kyoto, but Blair said ``we need to go beyond even Kyoto, and science and technology is the way.'' The treaty would require industrial countries to reduce carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases to below 1990 levels by 2012. Bush says that's too costly to the U.S. economy.
Blair has rejected the argument and says Britain would try to reduce its industrial emissions of carbon dioxide by 60 percent by
2050.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Scheme to Link Major Rivers Divides India 

                      By Keya Acharya 

                      HYDERABAD, India, July 17, 2003 (ENS) - A US$120 billion plan by India’s  ruling Bharatiya Janata Party to link the country’s major rivers by 2016 is causing a debate that has divided the country. The project would link India’s  Himalayan rivers with those in its peninsular region through 30 interlinking  canal systems to provide drinking water, power and irrigation. Critics say it  would submerge vast forests and degrade water quality. 

                      The government has set up a Task Force Committee for implementation of the river linking plan headed by former federal Power Minister Suresh Prabhu. 

 The government’s reasons for interlinking India's  rivers are the alleviation of drought and floods, supply                                 of 34,000 megawatts of hydropower and irrigation of  an additional 35 million hectares (135,135 square miles)  of land. 

                                      Several major dams and some 40,000 kilometers (24,854 miles) of linkways are envisioned, including powered schemes to lift the waters of the river Godavari in southern India. 

                      India has an average annual flow, of 1,869 billion cubic meters (bcm) of which 1,122 bcm is useable, distributed seasonally during the rainy monsoon period. 

                      By 2050, the country’s need for water will swell to 1,300 bcm. The government aims to close this gap by transferring what it calls "surplus" waters from high rainfall zones in northeastern India to drought prone states in western and  southern India. 

                      The eastern Indian tributaries of the river Ganges would supply water to dry areas in Uttar Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Haryana, Rajasthan and Gujarat inwestern India, 

                      The Mahanadi and Godavari rivers of peninsular India would supply dry basins in southern India’s Karnataka, Tamilnadu, and Maharastra States. 

                      Two previous plans to link India’s rivers by the  Water Resources Ministry in 1972 and

                      1977 were shelved due to technical and financial impracticalities.  The current proposal is                      based on the National Water Development Agency’s work of 20 years on  Himalayan and peninsular river basins. 

                      The scheme has been given added weight by the Supreme Court of India which, on a public interest litigation filed by farmers from southern India asking the government to provide water to all, passed an Order requiring the project to be completed by 2016. 

                      “There will be more food for the poor, more irrigation potential especially for marginalized subsistence farmers and a huge generation of jobs. Think of its  positive socioeconomic impact,” said Chetan Pandit, chief engineer of India’s Water Resources Ministry. 

                      Pandit was speaking at a three day meeting June 30 to July 2 on water and sanitation for the poor organized by the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC) of Geneva and hosted by the International  Crop Research Institute for the SemiArid Tropics (ICRISAT) based in                      Hyderabad. 

                      ICRISAT Director Dr. William Dar invited the WSSCC and journalists to help  form a link with ICRISAT’s agriculturally related work in water scarce areas to provide drinking water and sanitation for poor people in dryland areas. 

                      But journalists, nongovernmental organizations, and academics assembled at the ICRISAT meeting questioned the government's viewpoint. 

                      Concerns include the submergence of vast forest tracts and the resulting  disturbance to wildlife, displacement of communities and lifestyles, changes in water quality and microclimatic conditions, and public health consequences. 

 Waterlogging and soil  salinity, already a result of irrigated agriculture in India could increase with more monoculture cropping and its related loss of biodiversity and soil fertility from heavy usage of chemicals, critics warn. 

 “None of the feasibility and impact studies on  this gigantic project have been put in the public domain,” said international water expert Professor Jayanto Bandyopadhyay of the Indian Institute of Management’s Center for Development and Environment Policy at Calcutta. 

It is a "threat to science" that government appears to permit no discussion on the matter, he said. 

                      Bandopadhyay the government has failed to provide calculations on water availability for various ecosystems, drinking water costs, and evaporation  levels in existing large dams. 

                      “The concept of surplus waters is itself faulty. Reducing what has been termed surplus or flood waters will impact fishery ecosystems in Bangladesh that depend on monsoonal flows for regeneration,” he warned. 

                      South Asian journalists were equally concerned. 

                      “Nepal feels it should have been included in the feasibility discussions regardless of how preliminary these might be," said Suvecha Pant, science editor of Nepal’s "Kathmandu Post" newspaper. 

                      “The Sunderbans wetlands, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is already under threat due to reduced flow into the mangroves from barraging the Ganga at  Farrakka in West Bengal," said Mostafa Kamal Mazumdar, news editor of Bangladesh’s "New Nation." 

                      "We are naturally worried," he said. 

“The 2002 estimate of 5.6 trillion rupees is two and half times our annual tax collection, double our present                   foreign exchange reserves and 25 percent of the country’s GDP [gross domestic product]. How does                     India afford money of this magnitude? asked AniketAlam of the Indian national daily newspaper, "The

                      Hindu." 

                      India's former Secretary of Water Resources Ramaswamy Iyer, now honorary research

                      professor at the Centre for Policy Research, believes political mileage is part of what drives the                      interlinking scheme. India’s policies are planned in five year phases and is  currently in its 10th plan, but the river interlinking scheme has not appeared in these plans. 

                      “There has been no mention of something this big in the Ninth Plan or even in the Tenth Plan," said Iyer. "How did we arrive at this strange idea that all of India’s rivers must be linked?" 

                      “The idea of interlinking rivers is age old, so why don’t the critics shut up?” asked a former editor B.G. Verghese, now a member of the Center for Policy Research, in the June 30 issue of "Outlook" magazine. This view typifies the attitude of the lay person in India, who does not know more about what tradeoffs are being considered for the linking. 

                      Worldwide, many similar schemes to link rivers are being reversed. Some 100 dams in the United States were removed between 1999 and 2002 to restore their rivers. 

                      The death of the Aral Sea due to the diversion of two rivers in the former Soviet Union is perhaps the most famous disaster from a river diversion scheme. Once the fourth biggest inland sea in the world, the Aral Sea had abundant fish resources. But upstream irrigation schemes for growing rice and  cotton consumed more than 90 percent of the natural flow of water into the  sea from the Tian Shan mountains. As a result, the sea shrank as some 60 percent of its water volume was lost. The sea's salt concentration doubled,  and the winds now carry dry salty sand across the region. 

                      This example apparently has not informed the Indian political water climate in  India. The arid states are thirsty and are demanding water. Riparian waters. States like West Bengal, Punab, and Bihar have expressed doubts about sharing their waters with others. 

                      But Task Force Chairman Prabhu is optimistic. On a recent tour of the United States, Texas Secretary of State Gwyn Shea complimented Prabhu, comparing India’s river interlinking plan with the Texas Trans Corridor envisioned by Texas Governor Rick Perry. 

                      Prabhu’s latest attempt to mollify civil society has been to open a dialogue with leaders of well known nongovernmental organizations, assuring them  that "the laws of the land will be adhered to" with regard to forests and

                      environment. 

                      The leaders are not persuaded, and others are even less easily pacified. Bittu  Sahgal, prominent wildlife advocate and editor of "Sanctuary" magazine,  called Prabhu’s attempt to win public opinion “a snow job.”

________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

UNESCO Calls for Radical Reform of Water Education 

DELFT, Netherlands, July 17, 2003 (ENS) - The leader of the top United Nations educational and scientific body is calling for a radical review and reform of water education programs and for a rapid doubling in the number of water professionals around the world. 

Koichiro Matsuura, director-general of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) told an international audience that the planet faces looming water shortages, which threaten to affect billions of the Earth’s inhabitants by mid-century. 

Speaking today at the UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education in Delft, Matsuura warned that between two and seven billion people will face water scarcity by 2050, depending on factors like population and policy choices. 

He addressed a symposium on water education and capacity building, attended by over 200 high level experts from water and education sectors around the world. 

                      A state-of-the-issue document, "The World Water Development Report - Water for People, Water for  Life" was published last March to mark 2003 as the UN International Year of Fresh Water by a coalition  of 23 United Nations agencies and programs. It details the impending water shortages. 

The report states that to ensure our basic needs, we all need 20 to 50 liters of water free from harmful contaminants every day. A child born in the developed world consumes 30 to 50 times as much water resources as one in the developing world. 

These and many other facts about water shortages are documented, but trained professionals and competent policy makers aware of the linkages between water, poverty, health, development and, indeed, survival, are lacking, Matsuura said. 

Established as a institute for water education in 1957, the IHE took on an international status and mandate when it became part of UNESCO in March. It is expected to become the hub of a global network of UNESCO related regional centres, UNESCO Chairs, networks and partnerships in water                                         education and capacity building. 

"Water has reached the top of the international agenda, and I see it as our role to empower people,                                       communities and institutions to  achieve effective water management through education, training and                      research with the future water managers of the world," said the first director of the UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education, Dr. Richard  Meganck. 

Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, president of the Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations (AGFUND) participated in the event in his capacity as UNESCO special envoy for water. He announced the establishment of a multi-million dollar AGFUND-UNESCO Fund to support                      projects for the preservation and development of fresh water resources.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Environment: Experts Call for Broad-Based Decision Processes

This Day (Lagos): Governments all over the world have been called upon to include the public in decisions affecting the world's ecosystems and ensure greater access to information, in a bid to halt degradation of the environment. At a forum last week, international experts, in a newly published report titled, "World Resources 2002-2004: Decisions for the Earth - Balance, Voice, and Power", claimed environmental failures were too often the result of development decisions made without local information, consultation, or support. The study was a joint project of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the World Bank, and the Washington-based World Resources Institute (WRI). Mr. Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of UNEP, said poor governance was the fourth-most frequently named environmental concern by scientists contacted for the study, behind climate change, water scarcity and pollution, and deforestation. "That put poor governance above issues such as population change and endangered species," he said in London. The report stated that there is an overwhelming human dependence on rapidly deteriorating ecosystems. One out of every six humans depends on fish for protein needs, yet 75 percent of the world's fisheries are overfished or fished at their biological limit. Around 350 million people are directly dependent on forests for their survival, but global forest cover is declining. A study of nine countries found that some progress had been made in promoting transparency, inclusiveness,

and accountability in environmental decision-making. But it also found that much more needs to be done to improve the law and its practice. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307160477.html
General Environmental news

Alternative energies body to convene in Ouagadougou 

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (PANA) - The steering committee of the Regional Programme for the Promotion of Domestic and Alternative Energies in the Sahel (PREDAS) convenes here 23-25 July to assess the programme's activities, the Inter-State Committee Against Drought in the Sahel (CILSS) said in a statement Tuesday. PREDAS, which has been operational since 2001, is a regional programme with national activities carried out by CILSS based on funding from the European Union and Germany. It helps CILSS member countries organise, on a permanent basis, the supply of energy sources to the Sahelian people and their rational use without detrimental effects on the environment. The Ouagadougou meeting will enable the committee examine, amend and adopt proposed programmes of activities as well as the annual budget (2004) of the programme's national and regional constituents. The meeting will also assess the programme's evolution, identify hindrances and set goals for a better management of domestic energies in CILSS member countries. CILSS is an inter-governmental organization grouping Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Chad, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, Niger and Senegal. It was created in September 1973 in the wake of severe droughts in the early 1970s. Based in Ouagadougou, the organization seeks ways to ensure food security and check the effects of drought and desertification through developing a new ecological equilibrium in the Sahel.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng004441&dte=16/07/2003
Ethiopia forms Moringa tree promotion committee 

Addis Ababa Ethiopia (PANA): Authorities in Ethiopia have formed an interim committee that will take initiatives to promote Moringa tree (Moringa stenopetala) across the country, national television (ETV)  reported. The committee was mandated to launch activities in promoting Moringa tree, otherwise known as Shiferaw or Haleko in various parts of Ethiopia.  Ethiopians, who conducted studies on Moringa (stenopetala) tree, said during a workshop that discussed the tree that the plant has nutritional as well as medicinal values. The researchers also indicated that Moringa tree is one of the drought-resistant tree species that help rehabilitate the ever- diminishing forest resources of the country. As Moringa leaf is enriched with vitamins, it can be used to reduce child and maternal mortality rate in the country by 30 up to 50 per cent, according to the researchers. The Moringa tree promotion committee comprise members drawn from the Ministry of Agriculture, Addis Ababa University (AAU), International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), Ethiopian Agricultural Research Organization (EARO), TEPPO Agricultural and Trade Plc., Oromia Agricultural Research Bureau, Digda Bora district Administration and World Vision Ethiopia. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng004445&dte=16/07/2003
Kenya urged to review ban on mangrove trees 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) has appealed to Kenya to lift a 1997 ban it imposed on mangrove forest utilization, saying the move has undermined the livelihoods of communities living along the coastline, and that it (ban) could spur illegal harvesting of the trees. Kenyan coastal communities rely heavily on mangrove forests for poles to construct houses and fishing boats. WWF wants the ban reversed to enable the locals repair or reconstruct their dilapidated houses and boats so that they can get on with their lives. Areas most affected by the ban are Gazi, Malindi and Lamu, north of the port city of Mombasa, which are currently experiencing heavy rains since mid-May. "With the ongoing rains, houses are collapsing and communities are at loss of what to do as they cannot harvest poles to strengthen the structure of their homes," said Dishon Murage, WWF fisheries ecologist based in Lamu, 320 km north of Mombasa. "It is critical that communities are now allowed to harvest mangroves in a controlled and organised manner to at least secure their shelter."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng004579&dte=17/07/2003
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC NEWS

LAST ACTIVITIES OF THE UNEP ROLAC INFORMATION UNIT

 1.- On july,15th , the “Geo Youth México” Project was launched. More than 30 media were present, including radio, Television and press.

Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, Regional Director of UNEP/ROLAC, the Environmental Minister of México, Mr. Víctor Lichtinger, the Director of the Mexican Youth Institute, Mr. Christian Castaño and the Director of the Information Center of the United Nations, Mr. Angel Escudero de Paz, were present at the event. (To see clippings)

 2. A representative of UNEP/ROLAC assisted as part of the jury to the Annual Convocation of Projects of the Mexican Youth Institute, at the Environmental Youth Project.

3. An agreement was signed with the Mesoamerican Biological Corridor (MBC) for the establishment of eleven environmental videotheques, which shall be located in the countries that are part of the MBC and those part of the Latin-American Network of Videolibrairies. Whit this countries we have 14 Videolibrairies in operation.

 4. We are finishing the  LAC Country Profiles.

 5. It is being programmed the presentation of the Week on Art and Environment in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador and Panamá. The materials to be sent are: environmental movies, poster collection, cartoons and pictures.

 6. In collaboration with the National Environmental Institute, the Information Unit is organizing the Celebration of the Interamerican Day of Air Quality, on the 8th of august. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

 DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Visiting Journalist students

           Nearly a full house today.  We have a group of visiting journalist students from Ramapo College; welcome to

     the UN.  And if you’d like to stay on a bit after the briefing my colleague Stephane would like to speak to you.

           **Liberia/Guest

           And today we have a guest Jacques Klein, who was recently appointed by the Secretary-General to be his

     Special Representative for Liberia.  And he will join us in a few minutes.

           In terms of Liberia’s political process, we were informed today that the Liberian political parties have started to

     make submissions to the draft peace agreement at the talks being mediated by General Abdulsalami Abubakar in

     Accra, Ghana.  It is now clear that the deadline that had been set for those submissions, which ended today, will have

     to be extended to a new date due to late responses.

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the installation of the Government of National Unity and Transition in

     Kinshasa, marked by the swearing-in ceremony of the Vice-Presidents today. 

           “This is a historic milestone in the peace process in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The vision of

     peace and reconciliation articulated in the 1999 Lusaka Ceasefire Agreement is taking shape.

           “The Secretary-General calls on the Congolese leaders to fulfill their responsibilities in meeting the daunting

     challenges of transition; and steering their country onto the path of reconciliation, recovery as well as free and fair

     elections.  The United Nations stands ready to play its part in assisting the Congolese to consolidate the hard-won

     gains in the peace process.”

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is currently in closed consultations on the Middle East following an open briefing by the

     UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Lasern.

           In his address, Roed-Lasern said that since 13 June, the date of the Council’s last briefing on the Middle East,

     the revived peace process based on the Quartet’s “Road Map” has made encouraging progress.

           (Welcome, Mr. Klein, if you’d like to join us?  Okay.)

           Credit for this progress, he said should first go to the leaders of Israel and the Palestinian Authority.  They

     should be commended for their courageous pursuit of peace and be encouraged to maintain positive momentum.  The

     Quartet members, especially the US, have assisted both parties to get to this point, Roed-Lasern added.  He also

     noted the particular support of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in assisting the Palestinians to reach the 30 June

     ceasefire.

           The challenges to the peace process remain numerous.  Since the Council’s last briefing, some 49 people

     have lost their lives –- 40 Palestinians and nine Israelis.  However Roed-Lasern noted a sharp decrease in violent

     attacks and incitement.

           Roed-Larsen told council members that the construction of the Separation Wall is continuing, which is not in

     keeping with the Road Map.

           He also took this opportunity to say clearly that a just, lasting and comprehensive peace also requires that

     progress be made on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks of the peace process.

           The full text of his address is available upstairs.  And we do expect him to stop at the stakeout on his way out

     of the briefing.

           **Larsen Clarification

           And the Office of the UN Special Coordinator has asked us to issue the following clarification.

           “Mr. Roed-Larsen does not usually comment on conversations in diplomatic meetings.  But the account in an

     Israeli newspaper today regarding his meeting with President Assad of Syria is not correct.

           “Therefore Mr. Roed-Larsen feels compelled to set the record straight.  The quotes attributed to President

     Assad about the whereabouts of the missing Israelis and regarding the United States are not true.

           “President Assad did express to Mr. Roed-Larsen his desire to resume negotiations with Israel as soon as

     possible in order to achieve a comprehensive peace in the region.”

           **SG at Council yesterday

           The Secretary-General yesterday afternoon briefed the Security Council about last week’s African Union

     Summit in Mozambique, and told reporters afterwards that the issues that came up during those closed consultations

     included the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Burundi and Liberia.

           He also mentioned the meeting he and his Special Envoy for Myanmar, Razali Ismail, held earlier that

     afternoon with U Khin Maung Win, the Deputy Foreign Minister and Special Envoy of Myanmar, in which he asked for

     Myanmar to release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as soon as possible, and underlined the Government’s responsibility for

     her protection and safety.

           He added that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi had indicated to Razali that she is prepared to resume dialogue, and

     he voiced his hope that “the Government would accept the challenge and proceed with dialogue”.  He had sent that

     message to Senior General Than Shwe, Myanmar’s Prime Minister, and would await a response. 

           We also issued a statement by the Secretary-General, in which he called for the release of Daw Aung San

     Suu Kyi and her colleagues “without delay” and added, “I remain convinced that the only way to build durable peace in

     Myanmar is to release the detainees, ensure their political freedoms and begin substantive dialogue with Daw Aung

     San Suu Kyi immediately”.  We have the text of the full statement upstairs.

           Also during yesterday afternoon’s press encounter, the Secretary-General was asked about discussions going

     on about a possible expansion of the UN role in Iraq, and he said the issue had come up on Monday when he visited

     Washington.  He said that US Secretary of State Colin Powell and some Senators had discussed with him how to

     internationalize the Iraq operation, and added that Security Council members would have to be consulted.

           The Secretary-General said, “I think what is important is that all of us accept the responsibility of stabilizing

     Iraq, because a peaceful and stable Iraq is in the interest, not only of the Iraqis, but of the region and the entire world”. 

     We have the transcript of that press encounter upstairs.

           **Iraq

           As you know, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, just returned to

     Baghdad following visits to Iran and Syria.

           In a meeting this morning in Tehran, President Mohammed Khatami of Iran expressed his country’s strong

     support for the United Nations engagement in Iraq, and said that a greater role for the UN would bring a greater chance

     for the establishment of peace.  He added that his country stands willing to work with the UN to restore peace and

     stability in Iraq, which would benefit the entire region.

           Vieira de Mello briefed President Khatami on the formation of the newly-created Governing Council in Iraq,

     which he believed had been given tangible prerogatives and reflected the various national components of Iraq.  The

     Council, he said, needed all the support it could get in order to assert itself as the true, independent authority of Iraq,

     and be able to steer the Country to election of a democratic, representative government.

           The Special Representative later met Foreign Minister Dr. Kamal Kharrazi.  They also discussed the role of

     the UN in Iraq now and in the future.

           More on Vieira de Mello’s activities is available upstairs.

           **Iraq

           Regarding the UN’s humanitarian activities in Iraq, the Office of the Iraq programme tells us that more than

     $1.9 billion worth of contracts for heavy equipment and spare parts for Iraq’s oil and electricity sectors have been

     prioritized for immediate delivery following consultations this month with the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), Iraqi

     representatives and UN agencies. 

           The relevant UN agencies and programmes will begin to work directly with suppliers concerned with the

     prioritized contracts to expedite shipments once locations have been identified for their delivery. 

           The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) says that although the conflict may be largely over, Iraqi children continue

     to be maimed and killed at a steady pace by the remnants of war.  Since the end of the war, more than a thousand

     children have been injured by weapons such as cluster bombs dropped by coalition forces, or the thousands of tonnes

     of munitions stockpiled and abandoned by Iraqi forces in public buildings and residential areas of Iraq.

           One particular and newly identified danger, UNICEF says, comes from children playing with Soviet-era

     missiles abandoned by Iraqi forces.  There are around 100 surface to air missiles, many lying around Baghdad in

     various stages of decay.  Many of these have been looted for scrap metal, dangerously weakening the superstructures.

     Experts say that small leaks through punctures or cracks produce a dark yellow smoke which if inhaled, can be

     deadly. 

           We have more information on that upstairs.

           **Iraq

           On another Iraq related note, the UN Compensation Commission in Geneva, made available today more than

     $190 million to 25 governments and one international organization for distribution to more than 1,000 claimants.

           The largest recipients of this round of payments are from Kuwait, Syria and India.

           More information including a full table of payments is available in the Spokesman’s office.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan said that all demining activities along the Kabul to Kandahar road have

     resumed following the suspension of operations on 22 May and are moving along at a fast pace thanks to a new

     technology, which is being used there.

           The technology is called the Mechanical Explosive Dog Detection System.  It means that instead of taking the

     mine dogs to the minefield, samples from the contaminated area are brought to the dogs who work in a laboratory.

           The UN Mine Action Centre has also decided to resume demining in the south-east and southern regions. 

     Demining was suspended in 10 provinces in the south-west and south-east of Afghanistan on 22 May. 

           The Mission also said that President Hamid Karzai has issued a decree on the convening of the Constitutional

     Loya Jirga.  The decree says that there will be 450 elected members and 50 selected members totaling 500

     constitutional Loya Jirga delegates and sets out the procedures for election of those representatives.

           You can find more information on the above from the Kabul briefing note.

           **Bertini

           Catherine Bertini, former Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP) and current

     Under-Secretary-General for Management, has been selected to receive the World Food Prize for 2003.  She was

     chosen for the Prize last night by the World Food Prize Foundation for her decade of leadership at the WFP, changing

     the agency into a relief organization that delivered food aid to more than 700 million people in more than 100 countries

     during her term.  She also received credit for pioneering the channeling of food aid through women.

           The prize is worth $250,000.

           **HABITAT

           We have upstairs a press release from UN-HABITAT on a decision taken at the recent African Union summit

     asking the agency to work more closely with the AU to help in the fight against the urbanization of poverty.

           **FAO

           The Food and Agriculture Organization and the European Commission today in Brussels signed an agreement

     designed to create a closer strategic partnership between the two institutions in the fields of development and

     humanitarian aid.

           And we have a press release with more details upstairs.

           That’s all I have got for you.  Any questions before we move to Mr. Klein?  Yes, please?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  On the question of the possibility of internationalizing the situation in Iraq, you indicated that the

     Security Council must be consulted.  Does the Secretary-General think that the Security Council must be consulted,

     or is it the Council that should decide?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I think it is a Council matter to start with.  So the Secretary-General made it very clear

     that it’s up to the Members to make a decision on that.  Mr. Klein, would you like to join us now?

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "China" ��Reuters - China Growth Aims Environmentally Impossible - UN�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eggs" ��The Guardian (London) - On the Chinese menu: 260 billion eggs and the world's entire catch of fish� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Plans" ��Taipei Times (Reuters story) - China's plans `unsound'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "POPS" ��Bangkok Post - Greenpeace urges govt to ratify POPS if it wants access to funds� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cartagena" ��Business Line - Cartagena Protocol on Bio-diversity to come into effect from Sept� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "GMOs" ��Reuters - EU Takes Member States to Court Over GMOs�
































Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
17

