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World crumbling to dust, warns UN


Desertification is picking up speed, doubling pace since the 1970s 

THE world is turning into swaths of sterile land, with increasingly vast areas becoming desert every year and threatening to cause millions of people to shift to greener countries, the United Nations (UN) says. 

One-third of the Earth's surface is now at risk, driving people into cities and destroying agriculture in Africa. Thirty-one percent of Spain is at risk of becoming a desert, while China has lost 92100km² since the 1950s. 

This week, the UN marks the 10th anniversary of the Convention to Combat Desertification, a plan aimed at stopping the reduction of the world's arable land. But instead, the transformation into desert is picking up speed doubling its pace since the 1970s. 

"It's a creeping catastrophe," said Michel Smitall, a spokesman for the UN secretariat that oversees the 1994 accord. "Entire parts of the world might become uninhabitable." 

Slash-and-burn agriculture, sloppy conservation, overused water supplies and expanding populations are mostly to blame for the situation, experts say. And global warming is taking its toll, too. 

Trying to raise the alarm, the UN is holding a ceremony in Bonn today to mark the World Day to Combat Desertification, and it plans to hold a meeting in Brasilia on June 21-25 to take stock of the problem. 

As the dry areas spread, desertification's risks were becoming "substantial and clear", UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement last month. 

The UN says from the mid1990s to 2000, 3436km² have turned into deserts each year. That is up from 2100 km² a year during the 1980s, and 1560km² during the 1970s. 

By 2025, two-thirds of arable land in Africa will disappear, along with one-third of Asia's and one-fifth of South America's. 

In addition, about 135-million people equivalent to the populations of France and Germany combined are at risk of being displaced. 

The areas most at risk are dry regions on the edges of existing deserts including many parts of sub-Saharan Africa or the Gobi Desert in China, where people are already struggling to eke out a living from the land. 

As populations expand, those regions have become more stressed. Trees are cut down for firewood, areas are overgrazed, fields are overfarmed and lose their nutrients, water becomes scarcer and dirtier. 

Modern technology can make the problem worse. 

In parts of Australia, irrigation systems are pumping up salty water and slowly poisoning some farms. In Saudi Arabia, herdsmen can use water trucks instead of taking their animals from oasis to oasis but by staying in one place, their herds are getting bigger and eating up all the grass. 

In Spain, Portugal, Italy and Greece, coastal resorts are swallowing up water that once moistened the wilderness. 

Many farmers in those countries still flood their fields instead of using more miserly "drip irrigation", and the resulting shortages are slowly baking the life out of the land. 

The result is a patchy "rash" of dead areas around the world, rather than an expansion of existing deserts, scientists say. These areas have their good times and bad times as the weather changes. But in general, they are getting bigger and worse-off. 

"It's not as dramatic as a flood or an earthquake," said Richard Thomas, programme director for natural resource management at the International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas in Aleppo, Syria. 

" Overall, there is a trend towards increasing degradation." 

The trend is speeding up, but it has been going on for centuries, scientists say. 

Fossilised pollen and seeds, along with ancient tools such as grinding stones, show that much of the Middle East, the Mediterranean and North Africa were once green. The Sahara itself was a savannah, and rock paintings show giraffes, elephants and cows that used to live there. 

Global warming contributes to the problem, making many dry areas drier over time, scientists say. Over the past century, average temperatures have risen more than 0,6°C worldwide, according to the US Global Change Research Programme. 

Scientists say global warming could cause more extreme weather, meaning harsher droughts that could kill off vegetation so thoroughly that it can never recover. The problem could become acute in places such as the US southwest, where desert cities are booming and water is scarce. 

"The lack of water and the overuse of water is going to be a threat to the US," Thomas said. 

" Most of these ecological systems have tipping points, and once you go past them, things go downhill." Sapa-AP-AFP 

________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Online

June  16, 2004 Wednesday 8:09 AM Eastern Time

U.N. Says Globe Drying Up at Fast Pace

BYLINE: CHRIS HAWLEY; Associated Press Writer

DATELINE:  UNITED NATIONS 

 BODY:

   The world is turning to dust, with lands the size of Rhode Island becoming desert wasteland every year and the problem threatening to send millions of people fleeing to greener countries, the  United Nations  says.

   One-third of the Earth's surface is at risk, driving people into cities and destroying agriculture in vast swaths of Africa. Thirty-one percent of Spain is threatened, while China has lost 36,000 square miles to desert - an area the size of Indiana - since the 1950s.

   This week the  United Nations  marks the 10th anniversary of the Convention to Combat Desertification, a plan aimed at stopping the phenomenon. Despite the efforts, the trend seems to be picking up speed - doubling its pace since the 1970s. 

   "It's a creeping catastrophe," said Michel Smitall, a spokesman for the U.N. secretariat that oversees the 1994 accord. "Entire parts of the world might become uninhabitable."

   Slash-and-burn agriculture, sloppy conservation, overtaxed water supplies and soaring populations are mostly to blame. But global warming is taking its toll, too.

   The  United Nations  is holding a ceremony in Bonn, Germany, on Thursday to mark World Day to Combat Desertification, and will hold a meeting in Brazil this month to take stock of the problem.

   The warning comes as a controversial movie, "The Day After Tomorrow" is whipping up interest in climate change, and as rivers and lakes dry up in the American West, giving Americans a taste of what's to come elsewhere.

   The  United Nations  says:

   - From the mid-1990s to 2000, 1,374 square miles have turned into deserts each year - an area about the size of Rhode Island. That's up from 840 square miles in the 1980s, and 624 square miles during the 1970s.

   - By 2025, two-thirds of arable land in Africa will disappear, along with one-third of Asia's and one-fifth of South America's.

   - Some 135 million people - equivalent to the populations of France and Germany combined - are at risk of being displaced.

   Most at risk are dry regions on the edges of deserts - places like sub-Saharan Africa or the Gobi Desert in China, where people are already struggling to eke out a living from the land.

   As populations expand, those regions have become more stressed. Trees are cut for firewood, grasslands are overgrazed, fields are over-farmed and lose their nutrients, water becomes scarcer and dirtier.

   Technology can make the problem worse. In parts of Australia, irrigation systems are pumping up salty water and slowly poisoning farms. In Saudi Arabia, herdsmen can use water trucks instead of taking their animals from oasis to oasis - but by staying in one place, the herds are getting bigger and eating all

the grass.

   In Spain, Portugal, Italy and Greece, coastal resorts are swallowing up water that once moistened the wilderness. Many farmers in those countries still flood their fields instead of using more miserly "drip irrigation," and the resulting shortages are slowly baking the life out of the land.

   The result is a patchy "rash" of dead areas, rather than an easy-to-see expansion of existing deserts, scientists say. These areas have their good times and bad times as the weather changes. But in general, they are getting bigger and worse-off.

   "It's not as dramatic as a flood or a big disaster like an earthquake," said Richard Thomas of the International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas in Aleppo, Syria. "There are some bright spots and hot spots. But overall, there is a trend toward increasing degradation."

   The trend is speeding up, but it has been going on for centuries, scientists  say. Fossilized pollen and seeds, along with ancient tools like grinding stones, show that much of the Middle East, the Mediterranean and North Africa were once green. The Sahara itself was a savanna, and rock paintings show giraffes, elephants and cows once lived there.

   Global warming contributes to the problem, making many dry areas drier, scientists say. In the last century, average temperatures have risen over 1 degree Fahrenheit worldwide, according to the U.S. Global Change Research Program.

   As for the American Southwest, it is too early to tell whether its six-year drought could turn to something more permanent. But scientists note that reservoir levels are dropping as cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas expand.

   "In some respects you may have greener vegetation showing up in people's yards, but you may be using water that was destined for the natural environment," said Stuart Marsh of the University of Arizona's Office of Arid Lands Studies. "That might have an effect on the biodiversity surrounding that city."

   The Global Change Research Program says global warming could eventually make the Southwest wetter - but it will also cause more extreme weather, meaning harsher droughts that could kill vegetation. Now, the Southwest drought has become so severe that even the sagebrush is dying.

   "The lack of water and the overuse of water, that is going to be a threat to the United States," Thomas said. "In other parts of the world, the problem is poverty that causes people to overuse the land. Most of these ecological systems have tipping points, and once you go past them, things go downhill."

Fraternité (Cotonou) 
17 juin , célébration de la journée de lutte contre la désertification 
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By Rachel Zocly
"Migration et pauvreté" tel est le thème retenu par les Nations-Unies et les Ong partenaires pour marquer la journée de la lutte contre la désertification cette année. Il est à se demander s'il existe une corrélation entre ce phénomène climatique et le départ des populations où avance le désert ? 

Est -ce- à -dire que la désertification est cause de pauvreté dans plusieurs pays au sud du sahara ? Plusieurs statistiques et donnée le prouvent hélas. Par désertification, on entend la perte partielle ou totale de la productivité, quantitative et qualitative, résultant du phénomène tels que l'érosion hydrique, la salinisation, la disparition d'élément nutritifs ou la détérioration des sols. D'après le P.N.U.E, le programme des nations-unies pour l'environnement, quelque 3,6 milliards d'hectares sont affectées pour la désertification. En Afrique l'une de ces raisons est le surpâturage, car les périodes de sécheresse se conjuguent avec la surexploitation pastorale pouvant entraîner la dégradation du couvert végétal et des sols. Et parlant de sols, lorsque ceux-ci ne produisent plus assez pour les populations, lorsque les récoltes s'amenuisent après chaque saison, les paysans commencent à se décourager et à chercher de nouvelles espaces de culture, d'où la migration qui s'en suit. 

Désertification et migration 

Selon des études faites par la F.AO des populations mali se déplaçant dans le sud du pays et parfois traversent les frontières à la recherche de meilleures terres pouvant produire plus. On se rappelle les récentes affrontements entre les migrants burkinabé et leurs voisins ivoiriens à propos des terres arabes au nord de la Côte d'Ivoire. Lorsque les forêts sont converties à l'agriculture, il résulte une perte de la superficie et l'exploitation exagérée des sols l'appauvrit de suite, c'est le départ des populations qui entraîne forcément la migration. Un article paru récemment en France expliquait le départ des habitants de Cayes (mali) par l'environnement hostile de leur cadre de vie. Etant donné que la désertification est un phénomène propre aux climats tropicaux, les pays du nord appréhendent mal les données et restent sourds aux retombées sociales et économiques qu'engendrent l'avancée du désert. 

Désertification et pauvreté<br> Au Bénin, ils sont des centaines de jeunes nigériens à s'installer comme des conducteurs de pousse-pousse, des gardiens ou des vendeurs ambulants. Vivant dans des conditions précaires, parfois à 10 ou 15 dans des chambres entrée-couchée de 4m2. Ces jeunes viennent pour la plupart des régions méridionales du pays éloignées du Niamey ou la capitale . Le désert avance et rend les terres avides. Dans ce pays a une saison pluvieuse, le taux de la désertification par an est de 3,7. A cette allure, que restent-ils aux populations si déjàune grande partie du territoire est occupée par le sahara. Du fait des conditions de vie difficile de leur zone d'origine, les jeunes se voient obliger de vivre dans des conditions précaires loin de leur famille, de leur culture et de leur terre natale. 

Le reboisement, solution durable à envisager<br> Aujourd'hui 55% des terres émergées du continent africain sont extrêmement vulnérables à la désertification. Sur les 29,6 millions de km2, les deux tiers ont signés la convention internationale contre la désertification. Il existe même des programmes d'action nationaux pour la mise en oeuvre des acteurs à la base. Mais souvent tout reste à faire. Certains pays comme le Bénin ont compris que pour barrer la route à la désertification il faut rendre viable les surfaces cultivables en mettant en terre des plants et des essences adaptés au milieu. C'est ce qui soutend la célébration d'une journée de l'arbre dans certains pays. De plus en plus, le bois de chauffage se raréfie. Et si rien n'est fait, l'avancée du désert rendra des pays entiers arides. S'il est vrai que l'activité humaine est à la base des problèmes et des risques que courent les hommes, il est aussi vrai qu'ils sont les seuls à trouver des solutions pour leurs actes. La vie des générations de demain en dépend.

BBC

New bug indicates global warming 
An insect that normally inhabits warm countries has been found living and breeding in the UK, entomologists say. 
The green "shield" bug, which attacks a broad range of crops, is usually seen in the Mediterranean, Middle East, Australia, North America and Africa. 

Its arrival in Britain is a clear sign of climate change, claim experts from the Natural History Museum, London. 

"I'm always reluctant to invoke global warming but it is the only explanation" said curator of beetles, Max Barclay. 

Stink bugs 
The green vegetable bug ( Nezara viridula ) is similar to our native green shield bug ( Palomena prasina ), but is paler in colour and has a longer, narrower shape. Also, unlike its British cousin, the green vegetable bug has no brown markings. 

The insects - sometimes known as "stink" bugs, because of the foul odour they emit when threatened - are regular stowaways to the UK. 

They often get shipped in with imported vegetables but, until recently, they have not been able to stand Britain's cold climate. 

Now three healthy colonies have been found in London - two in the Queen's Park area and one in Kings Cross. 

I'm always reluctant to invoke global warming but it is the only explanation 
Max Barclay, London Natural History Museum 

"When somebody first brought a specimen to me I didn't believe it," Max Barclay told BBC News Online. "I thought somebody had picked it up on their holidays, but it really was eating their tomatoes in London." 

Of course, if three colonies have been found, the actual number is likely to be far higher. 

"It is not something that is going to attract much attention," said Dr Barclay. "So there may well be several colonies living unnoticed." 

Clear sign 
This is not the first time an insect that usually likes warm weather has come to the UK. But the really interesting thing about the green vegetable bug is that we know it could not survive here in the past. 

"World experts on this group said in 1959 that it can't establish in the British Isles," said Dr Barclay. "They said it is a regular import - it is always coming in - but it can't live here. 

"And for forty years there was no record of it, so they seemed to be correct. But obviously something has changed now." 

He continued: "I have been looking at a lot of new species that have come in over the years - but this is the only one that tells a clear story about global warming. 

"In all the other cases people say, 'Is this to do with global warming?' And we have to say we are not sure. But in this case we are sure." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

News 24.Com

Monkeys on the menu

Kinshasa - Crocodile, boa constrictor, tortoise and antelope top the menu, wrapped up in banana-leaves and served with chips on the side. And for the willing, there's one dish that would make most carnivores squirm: monkey meat. 

At Mama Ekila's Inzia restaurant, African bushmeat is flown in - and fried up - for discerning diners looking to put a bit of adventure on their plate. 

"It's flown in fresh from Equator Province," says waitress Julie Ntshila, encouraging an unconvinced diner to try a delicacy from the northeast of the country. "I love it." 

When it comes to figuring out what qualifies as food in Congo, most people follow a simple, unspoken rule: If it can move, it can be eaten. 

Such carefree culinary spirits, though, make wildlife conservationists shudder - particularly in Congo, where a thriving bushmeat trade is threatening to wipe out some species altogether. Two at risk are great apes found only in Congo - eastern lowland gorillas and bonobos, or pygmy chimpanzees

"A few thousand commercial bushmeat hunters supported by the timber industry infrastructure will illegally shoot and butcher more than $2bn worth of wildlife this year, including as many as 8 000 endangered great apes," according to the US-based Bushmeat Project. 

Extinction within 20 years 

Slaughter at the current pace means extinction of Africa's remaining wild apes within 15 to 50 years, the project says. 

Viewing Africa's immense poverty, it's not hard to understand what's driving the trade. 

Per capita annual income in Congo averages just $100 a year, according to the World Bank. By contrast, bushmeat hunters can earn up to $1 100 annually, the US-headquartered Bushmeat Crisis Task Force says. 

With Africa's burgeoning population growth, and logging and mining companies moving ever further into Central Africa's forests, demand for bushmeat is expected to grow by two percent to four percent a year. 

In West Africa, wildlife populations have been so depleted that "rodents have replaced the over-hunted and now scarce antelope and primates as the most commonly eaten wild animals," the Task Force says. 

In Central Africa, an estimated one million tons of wildlife is consumed annually by 24 million people, 80% of whose meat diet comes from the bush. 

Consumption of infected bushmeat has been linked to several outbreaks of Ebola, one of the world's deadliest viruses. The disease, which kills through massive blood loss, has claimed more than a thousand victims in Africa since it was first identified in 1976. 

How HIV made the leap? 

Some experts also theorise the HIV virus first made the cross-species jump from primate to man through consumption of infected bushmeat by hunters in West Africa. 

In Congo, profound poverty and years of conflict have deprived most of the option to be picky. 

During Congo's 1998-2002 war, for example, residents unfortunate enough to live near the front lines were reduced to eating rats, even grass. Aid workers estimate the conflict may have killed more than three million people, mostly through war-induced famine and disease. 

In peacetime, the Congolese diet can be equally hard to swallow. 

At an open-air market in the northeastern jungle city of Kisangani, flies swarm around severed goat heads and hooves, stacked up like scene from a horror show. 

Pulsating white palm grubs are sold en masse, wrapped into large green leaves for take away. Serpents, too, lie sprawled across wooden tables, burnt to a crisp. There are slimy snails, bush-pigs and muskrats. 

Nothing gets wasted 

"We eat everything here. Nothing gets wasted," says Diner Folo, a 35-year-old resident cruising the gritty, crowded market. 

On a table, two dozen blackened macaque monkeys are piled high, the sticks they were smoked on still jutting from their mouths. 

Heads, tails 

Dodo Basila, 28, hacking several up, is selling heads, tails, arms and limbs for about 300 francs (about R4.50) each. 

"You can have the whole thing for 2 000 francs (R32.50)," she says, pushing forward a limp, bloodied corpse. 

Back at the restaurant, Mama Ekila says she doesn't sell endangered wildlife and the monkey dishes are primarily macaques, a common species found from Africa to Japan. 

Though resident expatriates and tourists often sample the more bizarre items on her menu (chicken and beef are also available), it is the Congolese for whom the bushmeat is most popular. 

"In Africa, we have to sell things that Africans want to eat," Mama Ekila says. "Every country has its specialities. In Italy, it's pasta. In America, it's hot dogs. In Congo, monkey meat is just one." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Retuers

Environment Hazards a Big Killer of Children - Study


LONDON - Environmental hazards such as pollution, unsafe water, poor sanitation, lead poisoning and injuries are the cause of one third of child and adolescent deaths in the European region, health experts said on Friday. 

Pollution from burning coal and wood indoors without ventilation is a leading killer of children in the central Asian republics and Turkey. 

Unsafe water and sanitation is a major cause of young deaths in eastern European nations, while injuries, mainly from road traffic accidents, top the list across the European region, according to a report by the World Health Organization (WHO). 

"One third of all deaths in children and adolescents in the European region can be attributed to environmental factors," said Dr Giorgio Tamburlini, an author of the report from the Institute of Child Health in Trieste, Italy. 

The WHO report says that 100,000 deaths and 6 million years of healthy life are lost each year in children and adolescents from birth to 19 years of age in 52 countries in western and eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. 

"This is the first assessment of the health effects in children and adolescents of environmental factors in the European region," Tamburlini told a news conference to launch the report which is published in the Lancet medical journal. 

It will form the basis of a plan to be discussed by European officials in Budapest on June 23-25 at the Fourth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health and provide a model for similar reports elsewhere in the world. 

CHILDREN MORE VULNERABLE 

Children's growing bodies are more vulnerable to environmental factors. They are also more exposed than adults to hazards because they live and play closer to the ground and have less control over their environment. 

The patterns and causes of death vary but the report highlights priorities to cut exposure to pollutants, improve sanitation and water supplies and to prevent injuries. 

Injury caused by traffic accidents, falls, drownings poisonings or violence, war or suicide killed more than 75,000 youngsters throughout the European region in 2001. 

About 23,000 children up to four years old died from pneumonia and other respiratory illnesses caused by outdoor and indoor air pollution. 

Poor water and sanitation which causes diarrhea killed more than 13,000 children up to 14 years old and lead in paint, pipes and gasoline resulted in mild mental retardation in more than 156,000 years of healthy life lost. 

"Interventions that are able to reduce the exposure of children to these risk factors, ranging from outdoor and indoor pollution to lack of water sanitation, to unsafe housing and transport, are going to produce substantial benefits in terms of disease, disability and death," said Tamburlini 

The report identifies priority areas which differ between regions and emphasizes the importance of targeting specific populations such as children who are poor, exploited or living on the street because they are at the highest risk. 

Tamburlini said the study also highlights the need to produce more databases to develop country-by-country pictures to identify priorities to help children and adolescents. 

Story by Patricia Reaney 

Story Date: 18/6/2004 
ENS

U.S. Oceans Agency Optimistic on Fish Recovery 
WASHINGTON, DC, June 17, 2004 (ENS) - Fish species are recovering from decades of overfishing, and four fish populations are completely rebuilt, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) says in its latest annual status report to Congress, released on Wednesday. 

Dozens of fish populations are still being overfished, but a record 10 species were removed from the list of overfished stocks, and overfishing practices were stopped for five species, the agency said. 

"The American public can feel confident that U.S. fisheries are becoming more sustainable each year as we rebuild fish stocks that were once overfished," said Conrad Lautenbacher, undersecretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere, and NOAA administrator. 

Pollock caught during NOAA fish stock assessment survey (Photo courtesy NOAA)
Winter flounder, blacktip sharks, and the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico stocks of yellowtail snapper were identified as rebuilt in 2003, the agency reports. 

While not recovered, the report says overfishing was halted for spiny dogfish, summer flounder, South Atlantic yellowtail snapper, North Atlantic swordfish and blacktip shark. 

The 10 species no longer overfished are North Atlantic swordfish, pollock, summer flounder, monkfish, red grouper, blacktip shark, sandbar shark, South Atlantic yellowtail snapper, blue king crab, and tanner crab. 

In addition, since December 2003, the cutoff date for this report, Pacific whiting has been taken off the overfished list. 

Of the 894 federally managed fish stocks, 76 are classified as overfished, and 60 are experiencing overfishing. 

In the report, the term overfished refers to the size of the fish stock. An overfished stock is one whose size is below a prescribed threshold. When a fish stock is overfished, the population is too low to replenish itself if harvest rates are not reduced. An overfished designation triggers fisheries managers to develop a rebuilding plan for that stock. 

Overfishing refers to harvesting activities on a fish stock. Overfishing occurs when fishermen are taking too many fish for the species to replenish its population. If overfishing were to continue, the stock would become overfished. 

While some species are rebuilding, others are declining. The NOAA Fisheries report shows these species, from east to west, as less abundant in 2003 than in previous years. 

· In the Northeast Region, American plaice and Southern New England winter flounder are now listed as overfished. 

· Northeast region stocks of American shad and river herring, are now listed as overfished. 

· For the Atlantic Highly Migratory Species group, the following stocks are now listed as unknown rather than subject to overfishing because these stocks have not been assessed: basking shark, bigeye sand tiger shark, Galapagos shark, narrowtooth shark, and whale shark. 

· Gulf of Mexico vermillion snapper is newly listed as overfished. 

· In the Northwest Region, lingcod is listed as subject to overfishing. 

· Blue King crab in the Pribilof Islands were approaching an overfished condition last year, and this year are overfished. 

· Bering Sea snow crab was revised from rebuilding, not overfished, to overfished this year. 

· In the Pacific Islands Region, bigeye tuna was newly listed as subject to overfishing. 

Gulf of Mexico vermillion snapper is newly listed as overfished. (Photo courtesy NOAA)
In the United States, 46 fishery management plans are in place for the managed 894 stocks, and two plans are under development - for hagfish and calico scallops. 

In addition, two plans - coral reef ecosystems in Hawaii and a highly migratory species plan covering 16 species of tunas, sharks and billfishes in the Pacific- have been approved by the Secretary of Commerce and will soon be implemented. 

The agency told Congress that its partnerships with the regional fishery management councils, commercial and recreational fishermen, environmental groups and the states are working to ensure long term healthy ocean ecosystems off America's coasts.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

18 June 2004

General Environment News

Bouteflika urges co-operation against desertification

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - The fight against desertification requires great mobilisation of national resources of all the countries affected by the phenomenon, Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika said in a message delivered on the occasion of the World Anti Desertification Day on Thursday. "In spite of the larger and more effective mobilisation of national resources, the success of the fight against desertification is still dependent on better co-ordination and greater co-operation at the regional and international levels," he stressed. Bouteflika described the UN Convention on the fight against desertification, which Algeria ratified in 1996, as "the appropriate instrument to carry out actions of international co-operation and partnership" in this domain. Algeria, a dry and semi-arid country directly affected by the phenomenon, has created a national co-ordination body, now operational, and elaborated a national plan against desertification in collaboration with the national institutions and local populations involved in the struggle. He recalled the necessary international co-operation and partnership against this natural scourge affecting 90 countries world-wide. In the same line, he urged the North African countries to develop a co-operation to "carry out cross-border actions."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng046067&dte=17/06/2004
Niamey hosts regional meeting on desert locusts

Niamey, Niger (PANA) - Experts from the executive committee of the Commission against Desert Locusts in the Western Region (CLCPRO) began a meeting here Thursday to seek discuss preventive strategies. In the four-day meeting, the experts would review locust trends in the sub region since August 2003, assess control measures and pre-emptive action envisaged for the coming months. According to CLCPRO executive committee head Ben Halima, the main objective of the Niamey meeting is to find ways to stop the migrating desert locusts, which remain evasive in North Africa, from invading the south. Halima noted that the North African countries have since last January made significant effort to fight the swarms and larval packs, with Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria spraying large areas spanning upwards 3 million hectares in all.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng046015&dte=17/06/2004
Ghana's Forest Resources Under Threat As Nation Loses 70% Forest Cover

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): The country's high loss of over 75% of its original high forest cover and other valuable structures and resources through wildfires has been blamed on the activities of men and climatic hazards. The remaining 25% of the forest resources still faces enormous threat, due to the rapid population growth, general disregard of environmental conservation, improper disposal of industrial and domestic waste, illegal and uncontrolled logging and the annual ritual of wild and bush fires. The Executive Director of the Forest Service Division, Mr. John Ekow Otoo has therefore expressed the need for all Ghanaians to defend and respect the National Wildfire Management Policy to prevent the country from further devastating annual wildfires, which have had a significant negative impact on the socio-economic and environmental well being of the country. According to him, the annual incidence of wildfire ranges from 30% in the high forest and transitional zones to over 90% in the dry Northern Savanna zones. He noted that, apart from the continued destruction of the structure and composition of forest cover and the ecosystem in general, the country's annual loss from wildfire is currently estimated at $24 million (equivalent of ¢216 billion). The Executive Director made this known at the regional Consultative workshop on National Wildfire Management Policy in Sunyani, Brong Ahafo Region last week. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406170016.html
Five die in Algerian rains

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Five people died and several others were injured following heavy rains that hit Ghardaia, some 500-km south of the Algerian capital Tuesday night, local officials said Thursday. The downpour, which forced two houses to collapse was followed by severe flooding and traffic was paralysed in Ghardaia and neighbouring areas.

 http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng046085&dte=17/06/2004
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Joining us today is Vincent McClean, the New York Representative of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, who will be presenting the Andean Coca Survey for 2003.  Mr. McClean, please join me.

**Statement Attributable by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We have a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo:

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the serious tension and persistent instability in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which puts the peace process at risk.  He calls on all parties concerned to abide by the terms of the Global All-Inclusive Agreement, and to uphold the transitional process.  The Secretary-General urges all components in the Transitional Government to address the crisis in Bukavu and all other issues in a consensual manner and reaffirms the United Nations’ availability to assist in this regard.

“The Secretary-General is also concerned about the continuing reports of movements of refugees from the DRC to Burundi, and urges all sides to respect international humanitarian law.”

We have the full text of the statement available upstairs.

**WFP
Also on the DRC and on the issue of people crossing into Burundi, the World Food Programme says it is feeding thousands of refugees who have crossed into Burundi and Rwanda from the DRC to escape violence that has temporarily paralysed WFP's aid operations in much of the eastern part of the DRC.  We have a press release available upstairs.

**SG Comments
The Government of the Sudan must take steps to control the Janjaweed militia, and must also allow humanitarian workers to be given free access to the Darfur region, the Secretary-General told reporters this morning on his way into the building.

Asked about the situation in Darfur, he said the United Nations was rushing to get as much supplies to Darfur before the rains come, and he noted the massive violations of international humanitarian law that were taking place there. The Secretary-General added that he met a Sudanese delegation, headed by the Finance Minister, while in Brazil two days ago. They told him that they are going to do the best they can to bring the situation under control.

Asked about the security situation in Iraq, the Secretary-General said that he was extremely worried, and urged that “all efforts must be made to secure the environment.”

Asked whether the Security Council should pass a resolution extending the exemption some nations would receive from prosecution by the International Criminal Court, the Secretary-General said that such a blanket exemption would be wrong. He added, “I think it would be unfortunate for one to press for such an exemption, given the prisoner abuse in Iraq,” and warned that such a move would discredit the Security Council.

**Security Council
Turning to the Council, this morning the members of the Council unanimously passed a resolution that re-establishes its Panel of Experts dealing with the question of sanctions on Liberia, for a further period lasting until 21 December of this year.

It requests the Secretary-General to appoint, by the end of this month, no more than five experts who will conduct a follow-up assessment mission to Liberia and neighbouring countries to report on the implementation of Security Council sanctions and any violations of them.

Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom is expected to brief the press tomorrow at 12:45 p.m. on the Security Council’s visit to West Africa which will be taking place from the 20th to the 29th of June.  The Mission is expected to include visits to Sierra Leone, Liberia, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Guinea Bissau.

**Kosovo - Riots Charges
We have upstairs an update on the police investigations into the March riots in Kosovo.  UN police have arrested around 270 people, and international Prosecutors are handling 52 of the most serious cases.  These include all 19 cases involving deaths, cases against the organizers or leaders of the riots, and cases involving significant violence against police.  Of these 52 cases, 15 cases are already in various stages of the court process.  We have more details upstairs.

**Cyprus
Out on the racks today is a letter from the Secretary-General addressed to the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Tassos Papadopoulos in response to Mr. Papadopoulos’ letter to the Secretary-General on 7 June.

**Rwanda
On Rwanda, the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda today sentenced Sylvestre Gacumbitsi, a former Rwandan mayor, to 30 years in prison for his role in the 1994 genocide. The Tribunal ruled that Gacumbitsi had organized the killings of some 20,000 people.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan reported today that, as of yesterday, the number of people registered to vote in the country was just under four million –more than 2.5 million men and more than 1.4 million women. In recent days, close to 90,000 Afghans are registering to vote each day. And we have more details on this upstairs.

**DSG
And lastly, earlier today, the Deputy Secretary-General received an honorary degree from WaterlooUniversity in Canada and delivered the convocation address for the graduating class.  

She encouraged the graduates not to underestimate the power of a single person to make a difference. The Millennium Development goals, she told graduates, might have been adopted by governments, but the likelihood of achieving them will depend – to no small extent – on the efforts of community activists, private entrepreneurs and concerned young citizens such as yourselves.  We have the full text of her address upstairs.

Before we turn to the coca survey, do you have any questions?

Questions and Answers

Question:   The government of Haiti signed an agreement with the United States government regarding troops and the International Court of..., so what is the situation?  Is this the standard situation that two governments can sign an agreement to non-observance of the law of the International Court...(interrupted).

Associate Spokesman:    I don’t know.  I haven’t seen the agreement.  So, I’ll be happy to, we can talk afterwards.  But I haven’t seen the text of the agreement.  I was not even aware of it.  Yes?

Question:   Has the report on the suspicious substance found on Monday been completed?

Associate Spokesman:    No, it has not.  But if my colleagues upstairs are listening they maybe able to call Security and we should, maybe, get an update before the end of this briefing.  [The Spokesman later said the results of the analyses had come back negative and that the substances were deemed harmless.]

Question:   well, as a follow-up, do you know if there are any other agreements similar to this type of contract with the United States?

Associate Spokesman:    No. I mean governments are, you know, permitted to sign bilateral agreements.  We’re not aware of all bilateral agreements that may be signed between governments.

Mr. McClean, welcome.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��Business Day - World crumbling to dust, warns UN� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Globe" ��Associated Press Online - U.N. Says Globe Drying Up at Fast Pace�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Desertification" ��Fraternité (Cotonou)  - 17 juin , célébration de la journée de lutte contre la désertification�
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