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IRAQ: UNEP Voices "Serious Concern" About Environment 

U.N. Environment Program spokesman Nick Nuttall has said Iraq's environment is "cause for serious concern" whether or not there is a U.S.-led war in the country, Reuters reports today.

Experts cited by the news agency said the 1991 Gulf War and 25 years of President Saddam Hussein's mismanagement have severely damaged the environment in Iraq and neighboring Kuwait. Reuters cites struggling farmers in Kuwait, where Iraq torched about 700 oil wells as the 1991 war drew to a close, causing toxic conditions over a widespread area. It adds that in Iraq itself, Hussein's marsh drainage programs have led to partial desertification and displaced hundreds of thousands of the people known as Marsh Arabs.

Nuttall said UNEP is planning a study of Iraq's environment, to be carried out whether or not there is a war.

"Over the last few decades, there has been damage to the life support system as a result of the Iran-Iraq war, the Gulf War and internal projects such as the drainage of parts of the marshlands," he said, adding that UNEP wants to reverse the marsh drainage.

In related news, the United States has said it would use depleted uranium ammunition in an attack on Iraq. The substance has been linked to cancer, but U.S. defense officials have said it does not pose a health threat (Reuters/Planet Ark, March 17).

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Yomiuri

World water forum / 'Regular hand-washing saves lives' 

Hiroyuki Ueba Daily Yomiuri Staff Writer 

                "Wash your hands, or your kids will die." This was the stark warning given Monday at a session on water, sanitation and health at the 3rd World Water Forum in Kyoto. 

                Many health experts agree that regular hand washing can reduce the hazards caused  by poor sanitation in developing countries. 

                According to the World Health Organization, more than 2.4 billion people lack basic  sanitation, and 1.1 billion do not have access to safe drinking water. 

                At last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, countries  agreed to halve the number of people without access to safe drinking water or

                sanitation by 2015. 

                Water security is one of five key areas requiring urgent action identified by U.N.  Secretary General Kofi Annan. 

                On Monday, experts said any measures designed to improve sanitation in the  developing world must be cost-effective. 

                Val Curtis, a senior lecturer at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,  said washing one's hands was one of the quickest and most cost-efficient ways to  decrease diarrheal diseases, which cause more than 1 million deaths every year. 

Curtis described viruses and bacteria found in human waste as "public enemy number one." 

                Such viruses spread most easily in societies where washing hands with soap is not  the norm. 

                In some communities, for example, it is common for women to wash infants after they  have been to the toilet and then prepare food without washing their own hands, Curtis  said. 

                Promoting hand-washing with soap in such societies would be three times more cost-efficient than improving water quality at lowering the risk of diarrheal diseases,  she said, adding that adopting this simple measure could save 1 million lives a year. 

                'Give women a greater role' 

Women in developing countries must be given a greater role in water management,  South African Water Affairs and Forestry Minister Ronnie Kasrils said Monday on  the sidelines of the 3rd World Water Forum in Kyoto. 

                He said defining the role of women in solving the world's water problems should be incorporated into the forum's ministerial declaration, to be adopted on Sunday. 

                Kasrils, who has seen a draft declaration, said it was not specific enough about the potential for women to be involved in water management and related projects. 

But he said such potential could only be fulfilled with more funding and better  educational opportunities. 

                According to Kasrils, a growing number of African men work in distant cities and  towns, leaving their wives at home to take care of domestic chores, raise children and grow crops. 

                Those women, he said, spend too much time engaging in unproductive labor, often walking long distances to fetch water from springs or streams. 

                "We must assist and empower those women," Kasrils said. "We must give them responsibility." 

__________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Dams stir water arguments 

     By Ben Sutherland 

     BBC News Online in Kyoto    Already the topic of dam construction is stirring strong emotions at the Third World Water Forum in Kyoto,  Japan. 

     The debate, as ever, is centred on the seemingly polarised conflict between the needs for a clean source of energy and the massive social and environmental damage that dams can cause. 

     But the short history of the Salto Caxias dam in Brazil suggests that this need not always be the case. 

     Although construction work on the dam in the state of Parana was finished three years ago, only now has the entire project come online. 

     It now generates 6% of all electricity used in the country. 

     Benefit sharing 

     When Brazil's state-owned power company Companhia Paranaese de Energia (Copel) decided to build the  dam in the early 1990s, 600 families living near the Iguacu River faced forced eviction - one of the many issues   that make dams such a controversial subject. 

     But instead of simply ordering them to resettle, the Brazilian Government tried a different approach. 

             The greatest challenge of the 21st Century - fresh water 

             Dr Mahmoud Abu-Zeid 

     The affected families formed an NGO - the Commission of Affected People by Dams Construction in the Iguassu River (Crabi) - and  Copel began discussions with them in October 1993, three years before building began. 

     "They gave us just resettlement, into farms better than the old ones," said Jose Camilo, chairman of Crabi. 

     "600 families are now relocated in 19 farms. They wanted to avoid a rural exodus." 

     But as well as tackling the social problems associated with dam building, the government sought to limit the potential environmental damage. 

     Land preparation 

     The government had to buy the areas that the farms would be moved to, and so took the chance to put in place a number of guidelines aimed at changing the environmentally harmful farming methods that had been used. 

     The soil, for example, was prepared using alternatives to pesticides. 

     The government also planted 600,000 trees in the areas where previous owners had damaged the land, as well as buying a further 350 hectares to turn into a national park. 

     Similarly, an education programme was begun which took on 980 students to teach them about environmental preservation, and traditional methods of curing sickness were also updated. 

     "Co-operation was essential to achieving success," Mr Camilo explained. 

     He added that to this day Crabi remains active, co-ordinating, for example, a festival to preserve the region's cultural history. 

     Long-term effects 

     However, while Salto Caxias would seemingly provide a framework for better dam projects, the issue remains a steaming potato the world over. 

     And although much of the surrounding environment may have benefited as a result of the dam's construction, concerns remain

     about the long-term consequences for the Iguacu River itself. 

     Some campaigners here in Kyoto are calling for an immediate halt to all dam projects until more research has been completed. 

     The three-phase World Water Forum is being held in three locations - Kyoto, Osaka and Shiga in western Japan. 

     Delegates are discussing how to meet targets for wide access to water set at the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in  Johannesburg in South Africa last year. 

___________________________________________________________________________

ENS

World Forum Views Water as a Life and Death Issue 

By Alexandru R. Savulescu 

KYOTO, Japan, March 17, 2003 (ENS) - With the world poised for war in Iraq,  thousands of participants gathered in Kyoto for the 3rd World Water Forum are expressing their concern over another potential source of conflict - water. 

                      "Our discussions will have far more effect on humankind for the 21st century than the current crisis in the Middle East, or any other political problem of the  day," believes William Cosgrove, vice president of the World Water Council,  a think tank on water founded in 1996. 

To date, no fewer than 300 potential water conflict zones have been identified by the United Nations. 

                      "The world is in a water crisis that will only grow more acute and devastating  in coming years unless governments start giving higher priority to water in   their development and investment plans," says Cosgrove. 

                      His Imperial Highness the Crown Prince of Japan Naruhito opens the  3rd World Water Forum (Photo courtesy Leila Mead/IISD)

                      Ten thousand government  officials, representatives of  international and  nongovernmental organizations, industry and water experts are attending  events in Kyoto, Shiga and Osaka between March 16  and 23, to discuss the world water crisis and its solutions.

                      The Forum is expected to be the most important international water conference ever held. In a break with the traditional approaches to such  meetings, the organizers are asking participants to come not to debate issues,  but to describe actions they have taken, and make concrete commitments to  future actions. 

                      Says Hideaki Oda, secretary general of the Secretariat of the 3rd World Water Forum, "I am very proud of the fact that the Forum's program was shaped by  many around the world through the Water Voice project, the Virtual Water  Forum, regional and international meetings - this has been a true ground up                      approach in organizing this event." 

                      Key topics include - good governance, such as making governments accept  water as a priority; effective management through capacity building; creating  new models for financing; giving large segments of society, especially women  and the poor, a voice in water issues; building from the bottom up a watchdog system involving independent parties to monitor the existing situation and the  progress which is being made. 

Developing clean, fresh drinking water for all  people on Earth is the aim of the World Water Forum. (Photo courtesy ABS)

The World Water Forum is a global  meeting every three years of  governments, international organizations  such as UN agencies and donor organizations, scientists, water experts  and nongovernmental organizations to  deal with growing worldwide water issues. The first World Water Forum was convened by the World Water Council in  Marrakesh, Morocco in 1997. A World Water Vision was presented at the 2nd World Water Forum, held at The Hague, The Netherlands, in 2000. 

                      The 3rd World Water Forum now underway in Kyoto, Shiga and Osaka is the central highlight of the United Nations' 2003 International Year of Freshwater, and World Water Day, March 22. 

                      The organizers symbolically decided to hold Forum events at three different venues in the same river basin, in order to promote all aspects of water conservation, as well as strengthening the cooperation among residents,  governments, the business community, and nongovernmental organizations. 

                      Lake Biwa and the Yodo River basin, where Kyoto, Shiga and Osaka are  placed, have long developed as the center of the country's culture and economy. Kyoto was the capital of feudal Japan for 1,000 years. 

                      The water in Kibale, Uganda is polluted or too  expensive for the average family. (Photo courtesy  ICCF Holland)

                      At the opening ceremony Prince  Moulay Rachid of Morocco said, "This  3rd Forum should be regarded as a place for sharing and regenerating ideas which will enable us to discard  sector based water management  practices, and adopt, clearly, an  integrated multi-dimensional approach which covers all political, economic,  financial, technical, social and cultural aspects . 

                      There are many complex problems to be  solved. According to a report released earlier this month by the World Water  Assessment Programme, over the next  years the world's population will increase from six billion to an estimated 7.2 billion, while the average supply of water per person is expected to drop by one-third. 

                      Presently, the World Water Council estimates that 1.4 billion people in the world do not have access to safe water, and 2.3 billion people lack adequate  sanitation. 

                      Daily use per inhabitant totals 600 liters (158 gallons) in residential areas of   North America and Japan, and between 250 and 350 liters (66 and 92 gallons)  in Europe, while daily water use per inhabitant in sub-Saharan Africa averages just 10 to 20 liters (2.64 to 5.28 gallons). 

                      However, "the dream of pure water for all is within the reach of humanity,"  says Michel Camdessus, chairman of the World Panel on Financing Global  Water infrastructure, and former managing director of the International  Monetary Fund. 

                      "Financial flows will need to at least double for us to reach this goal by 2025,"  said Camdessus. "They will have to come from financial markets, from water authorities themselves through tariffs, from multilateral financial institutions,   from governments, and from public development aid, preferably in the form of grants." 

                      Current levels of clean water financing in developing and transitional  countries is estimated at $80 billion annually. 

                      Based on data for the period 1950 to 1998, the number of major flood disasters                      worldwide has grown from decade to decade - six major floods in the 1950s,   seven in the 1960s, eight in the 1970s, 18 in the 1980s, and 26 in the 1990s. 

                      The number of significant floods disasters in the 1990s was higher than in the  previous three decades combined. Floods in the period from 1991 to 1995   affected more than 1.5 billion people worldwide. This total includes 318,000   killed, according to the International Red Cross. In the most calamitous storm  surge, the flood in Bangladesh in April 1991 killed 140,000 people. 

                      Two floods in China, one in 1996 and the second in 1998, caused the highest  material losses of the decade, of the order of $30 billion and $26.5 billion respectively. 

Nane Annan, wife of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, addresses   the 3rd World Water Forum. (Photo courtesy Leila Mead/IISD)

                                      There is a disparity in how national economies are impacted by extreme events. According the World Bank, the 2000 Mozambique flood resulted in a 45  percent drop in Gross Domestic Product (GDP),  whereas in Germany, the 2002 flood is estimated to have caused less than a one percent drop in GDP. 

                                      The majority of the world's worst floods occurred in  Asian countries, but few nations of the world are free  of flood danger, as demonstrated by the unprecedented floods in 2002 in  Europe. Even countries located in dry areas have not been safe from floods. 

Droughts are becoming more severe and widespread, says the World Water  Council. A direct consequence of drought is crop loss that can, in turn, cause  starvation among humans. 

Indirectly, water shortage contributes to the proliferation of diseases, without  water for hygiene. Up to 45 percent of reported deaths from natural disasters  between 1992 and 2001 resulted from droughts and famines. The most  vulnerable communities are impoverished peoples occupying marginal rural   and urban environments. 

Sea level rise, due to melting of the polar ice caps as the global climate warms,  is a concern in coastal and low lying areas, including small islands. In addition  to coastal flooding, saltwater intrusion into freshwater aquifers presents a    threat to water supplies. The average global sea level from 1990 to the year  2100 is expected to be 0.48 meters (19 inches), between twice and four times  the rate of rise over the 20th century. The main effect on humans will be to confront extreme events such as storm surges. 

But there are also signs of hope. "There is growing evidence that  precautionary designs, disaster preparedness, mitigation measures and  adaptation of lifestyles can have a huge impact on both saving lives and  preserving economic assets," says Cosgrove. The Red Cross estimates that   every dollar spent on protection from natural disasters can save from four to 10 dollars in relief costs. 

                      For example, while the 1991 cyclone and associated storm surge in Bangladesh claimed 140,000 lives, the death toll dropped to less than 200 in  similar cyclones in 2001 and 2002, after the government took disaster  preparedness measures. 

                      The Netherlands is another case in point. After hundreds of years of  experience in battling the elements and fortifying its defense system against  water, the government is now working on a new policy, called Give Water  Space. It designates certain areas that will be submerged when rivers cannot  handle the amount of water increases after extreme rainfall. This would replace   past Dutch policy of relying solely on the construction of ever higher dikes. 

                      The opening ceremony of the 3rd World Water Forum on Sunday in the  Kyoto International Conference Hall was followed by the presentation of the  winners of the 2003 inaugural Hassan II Great World Water Prize. 

                      Dr. Mahmoud Abu-Zeid (Photo courtesy World Water Council)

                      The winners are Dr. Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, Eygptian  minister of water resources and irrigation, who also  serves as president of the World Water Council, and Dr. Jerson Kelman, director president of Agencia

                      Nacional de Aguas of Brazil. 

                      The Hassan II prize, including a trophy, a certificate  and a sum of US$100,000, is a joint initiative of the World Water Council and the Kingdom of Morocco, to  recognize outstanding achievements in handling of  water resources. The theme for the inaugural prize is cooperation and  solidarity in management and development in water resources. 

                      The opening sessions of the Forum focused on Water and Climate; Water and  Energy; Water Supply, Sanitation, Hygiene and Water Pollution; and Water  and Cultural Diversity. Today's sessions are covering Water, Food and  Environment; Water, Nature and Environment; Water and Transport; and  Gender and Water. _____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

UNEP, UNESCO say pollution threatens water systems in Africa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  The UN Environment Programme (UNEP), in            conjunction with UNESCO, has launched a report on the status

and vulnerability of water supply aquifers of African cities,            depicting a grim future for the continent's polluted water supply            system.

The launch follows the completion of a report on pollution in            Africa's major urban centers which revealed that pollution is now threatening surface and groundwater aquifers in several West            African cities including Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire, and Cotonou,            Benin.

            The findings of the report, published in an "Early Warning

            Bulletin on Groundwater Quality" by the two UN bodies, describe the current threat to water supply as "alarming," as the main

resource of water in many African cities was groundwater hand-dug wells and boreholes.

            UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer isoptimistic that the  report will lead to the establishment of a monitoring network of  aquifer pollution surveillance, which will go a long way in  protecting groundwater from pollution.

            "Water quality, particularly in major African cities, is  deteriorating every year, with an assessment of aquifers revealing high levels of contamination through pollution sometimes reaching three to four times WHO standards," UNEP said Monday in a news release.

Emmanuel Naah, UNESCO's regional hydrologist based in Nairobi, explained that groundwater pollution in the continent had led to an acute shortage of potable water, hence increasing the risks of public health to contaminants.

            "Once urban aquifers are severely polluted, it becomes economically impractical and may sometimes be technicallyimpossible to clean them. The top priority in all African countries is then to set up appropriate monitoring strategies to define groundwater pollution and future trends," Naah observed.

            Meanwhile, UNEP and UNESCO have announced that they would extend the project on assessment of pollution and vulnerability of water  supply to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Nairobi and Mombasa, Kenya; and            Lusaka, Zambia.

            The project will develop methodologies for cost-effective and  practical monitoring of water quality and the status of aquiferexploitation. At the same time it will assess and map groundwater  vulnerability and identify pollution "hotspots" and major threats.

            Other salient points in the project include capacity-building for African experts in designing and implementing monitoring networks, assessing vulnerability and contaminant load and developing appropriate protection policies.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Activists tapping into water row 

Lyla Mehta

Monday March 17, 2003

The Guardian

A fierce debate is expected among the 5,000 participants at the third World Water Forum, taking place in Kyoto, Japan this week, over how best to provide water and sanitation for the world's poor. About one billion people lack access to safe water and two and a half billion to decent sanitation. Multinational water

companies, interested in this huge potential market, are displaying their latest equipment, designed to increase efficiency and reduce costs. Yet many government officials from developing countries remain fearful of the social and political impacts of water privatisation. 

The experience of some of the countries that have opened up their markets suggests privatisation can lead to water being priced out of the reach of the poorest. A study of three African countries found that, while privatisation brought greater efficiency, it led to higher prices and more disconnections. 

Because many people think of water as a basic human right, they react angrily to the idea of private companies making profits out of water provision. In Cochabamba, Bolivia, the government had to put water back into public hands after hundreds of thousands of people protested over stiff price increases imposed

by a consortium - including UK companies - that had taken over the water and sanitation services in 1999. There have also been widespread revolts in Ghana,  Trinidad and Tobago, Peru and many other developing countries. 

Some analysts argue that, due to growing scarcity, water is increasingly valuable and should be seen as an economic good, to be bought and sold. Only the  market, they say, can establish the price that will ensure it is not wasted. Others say that, as water is essential for human existence, it is a right that must be

respected by the state and international development agencies. 

There are more mundane reasons why private operators may not be the best to provide water services. Because transporting water and building purification plants is costly, companies are reluctant to invest without a guaranteed market. As a result, the sector tends towards monopoly and profit-hungry companies are often

reluctant to move into poor urban neighbourhoods or sparsely inhabited regions, where needs are great but profits cannot be guaranteed. 

The next few months will be crucial. Under the auspices of the World Trade Organisation, member countries are negotiating the general agreement on trade in  services (Gats), which will regulate services from tourism to water delivery. Countries have until the end of this month to respond to "requests" from other member

countries as to which sectors they should open up to foreign competition. 

The negotiations have been shrouded in secrecy. The public in India only learned last month about the EU's requests for market access, although the government received them last July. The British Department of Trade and Industry reassured the public last year that there was "no threat to any WTO member's public health

and water services", but documents leaked to non-governmental organisations show that the EU is calling for many developing countries to open up their water  markets. 

The stakes are high. Developing countries, which desperately want greater access for their products to the markets of developed countries, have few bargaining  chips. Many African nations may reluctantly allow foreign companies into their water sector in return for a commitment from the EU to abolish its agricultural

subsidies. 

Last November, the UN committee on economic social and cultural rights declared that governments were legally obliged to establish mechanisms that ensure all people have access to water. The problem is that Gats, with its emphasis on supply and demand, does not help governments to secure this. 

This is one of the biggest challenges for officials in Kyoto. Should they push to institutionalise access to water as a right? Or let companies divide up the market? According to one estimate, an annual outlay of $9bn (£56bn) until 2025 would be needed to supply all people with adequate water and sanitation, using locally

developed, low-cost technology. It is a lot of money, but $9bn is what the US government spends on defence every nine days. 

· Dr Lyla Mehta is research fellow at the Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex 

__________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Golf 'is water hazard'

By Ben Sutherland 

                 The United States is the most wasteful water user in the  world, according to figures released at the Third World Water  Forum in Kyoto, Japan. 

                 And a key reason behind  America's placing is the country's  love of golf. 

                 Keeping fairways lush and  greens green requires vast amounts of water. 

                 But the overall benefit of such water use is largely restricted to the golfers and the club owners.  In other words, golf is a highly  inefficient use of water. 

                 The US has about 23,000 golf courses - far and away the largest number in the world. 

                 What is more, a great many of  them are located in the western United States, an area classed by  the World Water Assessment  Programme as under "severe  water stress." 

                 The water efficiency figures were  released as part of the British  Centre for Ecology and Hydrology's Water Poverty Index. 

                 Water efficiency was classified together with drinking water,  water resources, the country's ability to buy water, and the  environmental impact of water policies, to produce a complete  "water poverty index." 

                 The index was compiled to "demonstrate that it is not the amount of water resources available that  determine poverty levels in a country,  but the effectiveness of how you use  those resources", explained Caroline Sullivan, leader of the team that   compiled it. 

                 Best placed overall were  Finland, Canada and Iceland. 

                 Haiti was bottom, condemned in  particular for environmental  policies that place it in a  "particularly disastrous  situation". 

                 Lack of fuel has caused island  residents to cut down large numbers of trees, which in turn has devastated the water  infrastructure in the country. 

                 The UK's environmental water policies were ranked third best  in the world. 

___________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist

Future looks bleak for Iraq's fragile environment

            12:30 15 March 03

            Fred Pearce

            Even before it began, the 1991 war with Iraq was headlined as an environmental apocalypse. The allied forces would wreak  their share of environmental damage, critics warned, but Saddam's actions would be devastating. His likely sabotage of Kuwaiti oil wells would produce the largest, most destructive oil spill ever. And according to the late US scientist Carl Sagan, smoke from burning wells would shroud the planet in soot, creating a "year without summer".

It did not happen quite like that, of course. Many fears turned out to be misplaced or inaccurate. Twelve years on, are we in a better position to judge how badly the environment would suffer in a  new war with Iraq?

There is no official word on the matter. To date, no government or UN agency has assessed the  environmental damage that might arise. This is odd, says Ian Willmore of Friends of the Earth.  "Both the US and British governments argue that they have balanced the risks of invasion against  those of not invading. The environment has to be part of that."

Environmental scientists and non-governmental organisations are also fighting shy of forecasts, but few doubt the impact will be dramatic. "The Gulf war showed that such conflicts have devastating effects on the environment, biodiversity and quality of life, long after the cessation of hostilities," says Michael Rands, chief executive of Cambridge-based conservation alliance BirdLife International.

            Acid rain 

            In 1991, Saddam's retreating forces sabotaged more than 600 Kuwaiti oil wells, which burned for up to nine months. The fumes  acidified rain and Kuwait City experienced darkness at noon.

            Oil also spilled into the Gulf, creating the largest ever marine slick. It didn't wipe out marine life as some had predicted - partly  thanks to $700 million spent on mopping it up and partly because the warm waters of the Gulf sped up the oil's natural  breakdown. Even so, local prawn fisheries were damaged for years.

            Probably the worst problem was one nobody foresaw. Some 60 million barrels of oil poured into the deserts of Kuwait and  formed oil lakes covering 49 square kilometres. From there, the oil slowly percolated down into aquifers and has now poisoned  40 per cent of the underground water - in a country with less water per head than any other.

            Could similar events unfold in Iraq over the coming months? Though Saddam has promised not to sabotage his country's wells,  US officials claim oil fields have been booby-trapped. Regardless, the oilfields are likely to see intense fighting. If troops enter  Iraq from Turkey, they will probably clash first with Iraqi forces amid the oil wells of Kirkuk. And those heading to Baghdad from  the south will want to secure oilfields around the town of Basra as soon as they can.

            If oil wells are set ablaze, they could do far more damage than that seen in 1991. Iraq has twice as much oil as Kuwait and  many of the wells contain a lot of gas, making them harder to extinguish than those in Kuwait.

            Refuelling site 

            The environmental damage would not be confined to Iraq. The shores of the Gulf, which will provide access for invading troops, are "one of the top five sites in the world for wader birds, and a key refuelling area for hundreds of thousands migrating water birds", according to BirdLife's Mike Evans.

            While almost two-fifths of Iraq is desert, the UN Environment Programme says 33 Iraqi wetland areas are internationally important. A study by BirdLife for UNEP found these wetlands are particularly vulnerable to pollution from weapons, sabotaged oil wells and the destruction of chemical works.

            Evans believes war in Iraq could spell the end for the Mesopotamian marshes on the lower reaches of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, once Iraq's most prized environmental asset. After the 1991 war, Saddam ejected opponents of his regime who had settled on the marshes by digging huge canals to divert the two rivers that supplied them with water. 

            These massive works, combined with Turkey's construction of dams upstream, have now dried out at least 90 per cent of the  marshes, leading to the extinction of subspecies of otter and rat. Water buffalo, wild boar, foxes and water birds have vanished from the area. What remains of the fragile marshes, and the 20,000 people who still live off them, will lie right in the path of forces heading towards Baghdad from the south.

            Brittle crust 

            Not all environmental damage will come from obvious sources, though. Convoys of heavy vehicles beating across the Iraqi desert will create their own damage. Much of the desert has a thin, brittle surface that protects it from erosion. 

            Movement of heavy machinery breaks up this crust, uncovering sand that may gradually form moving sand dunes. These can persist for hundreds of years. Kuwaiti geomorphologists say the 1991 war unleashed dunes that may one day engulf Kuwait City.

            At particular risk of pollution are Iraq's rivers, including the Tigris and Euphrates. These rivers will spread any pollution that seeps into them from bombed chemical plants and other factories. This could be compounded by damage to Iraq's infrastructure. Destruction of sewage-treatment works or their power supplies would mean more raw sewage entering the rivers. 

            With most people relying on river water for drinking, the health implications are serious. Cases of typhoid have already risen tenfold since 1991, largely due to dirty drinking water.

            Iraqi officials say that if war breaks out, they expect to maintain 10 per cent of water supplies, but aid agencies say taps could run dry within just 12 hours of the first air strikes on Baghdad. Fearing the worst, the US-based humanitarian organisation CARE  has ordered 60 rubber "bladders", each capable of holding 6000 litres of water for emergency distribution around Baghdad.

            Smart bombs 

            The US military forces claim many of the environmental and humanitarian fears are unfounded. They argue "smart" bombs will  help limit unnecessary damage. Not so, says Nicole Deller of the Institute for Energy and Environmental Research in  Washington DC: smart bombing can increase pollution, as demonstrated in 1999 in Serbia, when NATO bombed the Zastava car factory in Kragujevac causing major toxic releases. 

            Willmore agrees: "Targeting industrial and military sites such as armament factories and oil refineries is likely to lead to acute chemical pollution," he says. "The UK government has named nine sites in Iraq as involved in the production of biological and chemical agents. It can be assumed that these would be early targets for air strikes."

            Another threat comes from depleted uranium, the super-dense radioactive metal used in the tips of armour-piercing rounds. The 1991 conflict spread around 250 tonnes of DU across Kuwait, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, often in tiny fragments. Nobody really knows how dangerous DU residues are, but data from a recent UNEP visit to Bosnia-Herzegovina reveals that DU has left "significant radiological hot spots" across the country.

            Linking health problems to war damage will always be controversial. While the US State Department attributes the "extraordinary rates of cancers, neurological diseases, birth defects and other illnesses" to the Iraqi regime's use of chemical  weapons in southern Iraq, many local doctors blame DU. 

            Some say the environment and the people who depend on it will come off lightly this time because Bush wants the support of  the Iraqi people once their leader has been toppled. But the scale and ferocity of the planned invasion makes that unlikely. 

             ___________________________________________________________________________

The Sun News (Myrtle Beach)

Marsh Arabs' feelings mixed over U.S. war;

      Group wants its homeland, ruined in 1991, back in shape

      BYLINE: By Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson; Washington Bureau

      DATELINE: GOTVAND, Iran

      BODY:

      Aziz Asadi, a refugee from Iraq's ruined southern marshes, carries in his pocket a crumpled leaflet he said

      was dropped by American warplanes flying over a homeland he hasn't seen since 1993. His younger brother,

      Zaher, carries an identical white leaflet, as do other so-called Marsh Arabs who make their home in Bani

      Najar refugee camp here in southwestern Iran.

      Passed hand-to-hand more than 100 miles until they arrived here, the Arabic-language leaflets warning Iraqi

      troops not to use weapons of mass destruction against coalition troops stirred up excitement among the

      2,900 Marsh Arabs who've lived in the camp since escaping Saddam Hussein's bloody reprisals a decade ago.

      The papers are the first tangible evidence the U.S.-led coalition is serious about getting rid of the Iraqi

      leader who destroyed their homes and the entire ecosystem in which they thrived.

      Yet Marsh Arabs are also wary of the U.S. pledge to liberate their homeland. The first President Bush

      encour-

      aged them to rebel against Saddam but then did nothing to help them when Saddam crushed their revolt.

      Before Saddam, Marsh Arabs for 5,000 years fished and bred buffalo in the marshlands around the

      confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. With the emergence of Islam, these Arabs became part of

      what is now Iraq's Shiite Muslim majority.

      About a quarter-million Marsh Arabs lived in this fertile delta in the spring of 1991 and took part in a

      three-week uprising, which Saddam quickly quelled. Thousands were killed. A relentless bombing campaign

      and intensified efforts to drain the oil-rich marshland drove the rest out.

      As soon as Saddam flees, the Asadi brothers and other camp dwellers pledged to return to their wrecked

      homeland.

      Whether they can survive in Iraq is another matter. The marshes, once covering 7,722 square miles, are

      now brown and dry. Saddam built dams and canals to reroute the rivers and lit fires to destroy the

      vegetation. The U.N. Environmental Program deemed the result in a 2001 report to be "one of the world's

      greatest environmental disasters."

      "The Americans should rebuild our marshes," said Zaher Asadi, 29. "We can't live without them. We'll starve."

      Their homes are also gone. Refugee after refugee at Bani Najar on a recent Thursday recounted how Iraqi

      helicopter-fired missiles destroyed the brick structures after the Persian Gulf War. The Asadis say the United

      States allowed Saddam to send those helicopters into the no-fly zone, proving the first Bush administration's

      complicity in the attacks. They say it was the United States that showered their land with leaflets urging

      them to revolt in the first place.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

THE KOREA HERALD

March 18, 2003, Tuesday

      HEADLINE: Conservation, convenience conflict at Mt. Bukhan: Irreconcilable differences remain between

      developers, environmentalists over tunnel project

      BYLINE: By Lee Joo-hee Staff reporter

      BODY:

       A diminutive terrain feature called Mt. Sapae - situated in the eastern part of Mt. Bukhan National Park in

      northern Seoul - could scarcely have sparked so much controversy before in its long geological history as it

      has within the past year. Sapaesan, as it is known in Korean, is part of the lengthy chain of some 20 peaks

      that makes up the vast mountainous terrain inside this protected, 78.5 square kilometer national park that

      also features 30 Buddhist temples and 11 historically important sites.

      Mt. Sapae - unknown to most except the most avid mountain climbers until about a year ago - became the

      center of public attention when the government initiated a privately-funded project to drill a tunnel into the

      mountain in order to build a road. This idea was immediately met with an uproar of opposition from

      environmentalists, local residents and Buddhist monks alike.

      The proposed Mt. Sapae tunneling project subsequently resulted in over 10 civil lawsuits being filed by

      citizen activists against the Seoul Beltway Co. - the main contractor for the project. An eight-month-long,

      sit-in rally at the construction site by Buddhist monks, who opposed the idea, was finally ended after the

      government ordered a temporary halt to the tunneling project in August of last year. 

      The Mt. Sapae clash was only one of a number of government-led development projects that ran afoul of

      local environmentalists, conservationists and citizens groups.

      Another recent incident resulted in a presidential order to temporarily suspend the construction of the

      Gyeongbu Express Railway construction. It all started when public outcry fomented when tunneling into Mt.

      Cheonseong began in South Gyeongsang Province that was required to complete another road. Other public

      works projects that were temporarily halted due to civic action included the suspension of the Gyeongin

      Canal development project and the postponement of the Saemangeum reclamation works. There is also the

      ongoing opposition to the construction of two, concrete-lined water reservoirs on Mt. Seongmi in Mapo-gu

      located in northwestern Seoul, and the growing protest and rising opposition to the government's plan to

      build 26 hydroelectric dams nationwide by 2011.

      Suffice it to say that practically every large-scale, public-works project proposed by the Ministry of

      Construction and Transportation in recent years has been opposed by environmental and civic groups, thus

      further contributing to the ever-widening gap between developers and conservationists.

      The never-ending conflict between environmentalists - who wish to preserve nature - and developers -

      whose businesses are on the line - has been a longstanding and unresolved problem generating much

      debate, but few, if any, answers or solutions. The issue of urban renewal vs. environmental preservation

      was seen as such an integral campaign issue that all three major presidential candidates during the last

      campaign in December all vowed to end one or more public-works development projects sponsored by the

      government in order to preserve the environment.

      President Roh, himself, promised in campaign speeches that he would immediately halt construction of

      several public- works projects including the proposed tunneling projects at Mt. Sapae and Mt. Cheonseong if

      elected.

      Since being elected, however, environmentalists have criticized Roh for forgetting such promises - as halts

      to the aforementioned projects have yet to be ordered - as well as having cooled off toward environmental

      issues in general.

      The Construction Ministry says that this is a typical situation where pre-election, environmental campaign

      promises becoming null and void after a politician becomes elected. "All of our development plans are

      designed to improve and enhance people's lives and the quality of life in this country," said Nam In-hee,

      director general of the ministry's Road Bureau.

      "The necessity of building a circular express road connected to the Uijeongbu region, in particular, has been

      raised constantly over many years as residences there are suffering from chronic traffic snarls on daily

      basis."

      He explained that the selection of Mt. Sapae for the tunneling project came after conducting a

      comprehensive feasibility and environmental impact study to minimize the effect of the project on the

      surrounding area. The tunneling project, which is part of a 36.3 kilometer-long road section, would complete

      a 130 kilometer-long circle around the periphery of Seoul, which planners believe will substantially alleviate

      chronic traffic congestion inside the capital zone.

      "Many international environment groups such as the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

      have attempted to intervene with our development projects as well, citing 'unrecoverable damages.' But if

      they were to live in a country where 64 percent of the land is occupied by mountains, they would not being

      saying the same things," a ministry official said, wishing to remain unidentified.

      Local environmentalists, however, including the Korean Federation for Environment Movement (KFEM) argue  that the nation's mountains should remain untouched for the sake of preserving nature and the land's

      ecosystem. They say that protecting the environment should take priority over development.

      Environmentalists are also keeping their eyes on the government's so-called "environmental-impact studies"

      that are required before the government gives approval for development.

      "The designation of a national park means that an entire area is to be preserved and conserved. Not even a

      blade of grass or a single stone in that park can be moved recklessly - unless a development plan for the

      area is permitted after accepting an environmental-impact study of the region that estimates the damage

      costs according to the Law on Nature Park," said Yoon Joo-ok, head of the National Park Conservation

      Network (NPCN).

      "But when the viability of such environmental research itself is questioned, it raises a whole new level of

      problems," Yoon said.

      Another systemic problem lies in the conflict of interest issues related to developers being given carte

      blanche by the government with regards to hiring firms to conduct environmental-impact evaluations on the

      firm's behalf. The firm - after being paid by the developers to conduct the study for them - then prepares

      and submits the necessary environmentally-approved certificate to the Environment Ministry for the

      intended project, said Moon Tae-hoon, Chung-Ang University professor at the Department of Urban and

      Regional Planning "The business-like relationship between those doing the environmental-impact studies and

      the contractors - on whose behalf they are doing it for - can lead to a biased evaluation," Moon said.

      Experts also say that the inevitable clash of interests between developers and conservationists will not

      wane as long as Seoul continues to grow and expand, and as long as people, empowered by education,

      prosperity, civic activism and even the Internet, begin adopting a "not-in-my-backyard" attitude.

      "What is important is to secure a reliable and impartial mechanism that can control or adjust developmental

      policies that are seen as degrading the environment," said.

      Currently, there are only two mechanisms that can tweak public policies related to development and respond

      to issues regarding environmental impact.

      One is a roundtable discussion among government heads and ministerial chiefs from relevant organizations

      such as the Ministry of Environment. The other is a working-level meeting by directors and director generals.

      But environmentalists criticize that such meetings are superficial, saying that such topical discussions about

      the environment belie the government's true considerations, which are maximizing economic benefits.

      "Although the Ministry of Environment now plays the role of a mediator in such discussions, the system

      leaves little quarter for opposition since civic groups or environmental activists are not allowed to participate

      in the actual decision-making process," Moon said. "Hence the best solution possible is to form a neutral

      organization that can mediate and adjust both opposing positions," he said.

      Regarding the Mt. Sapae case, the Environment Ministry has recently ordered the contractor to form a

      committee consisting of developers, experts and environmentalists to reach a consensus with regards to the

      disposition of the project. The order came after the Construction Ministry refused the alternative plan, which

      was to simply build a road that went around Mt. Sapae at its base, instead of straight through it.

      The ministry cited its environmental research study that revealed that building a detour road that goes

      around the mountain instead of straight through it would have a 16-times larger environmental impact than

      simply tunneling a road. The higher environmental impact was attributed to having to bulldoze a wider

      swathe of forested land, in addition to the extra 700 billion won in cost for the construction.

      Currently, the matter remains deadlocked - almost three months past the appointed date of construction

      resumption.

      "I am skeptical of how well the decision from the committee will work to satisfy both parties' interests,"

      added Moon.

      "As it is many such cases, the Mt. Sapae issue is no longer about what is the most reasonable course of

      action. It is rather more about the high-state of irreconcilable differences and marked decline in trust about

      emotionally-charged issues," he said. (angiely@koreaherald.co.kr
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Earth Island Journal

March 22, 2003

      HEADLINE: Victories at CITES.

      BYLINE: Van Note, Craig

      Wildlife traffickers suffered stunning setbacks in Santiago Chile in November when the 160-nation Convention on international Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) extended its legal reach to  cover commercial timber and marine fish. Mahogany, basking and whale sharks, and all 38 seahorse species  were declared threatened species that can be traded internationally only if the exporting nations make

      scientific findings that the take is "not detrimental" to the survival of local populations of the species.

      Japan, desperately seeking to overturn the international ban on commercial whaling, failed miserably in its

      latest plea for CITES to endorse the trade in whale products. It won far fewer votes than at the last two

      CITES meetings, which take place every 30 months.

      An attempt by southern African nations to set annual ivory export quotas was killed despite manipulation of

      the decision-making process by the CITES Secretariat. Three of the nations pressing for "sustainable use" of

      elephants gained one-time sales of their ivory stockpiles, but only because the 15 member nations of the

      European Union abstained from voting. 

      The remarkable victories in wildlife conservation were largely the result of years of hard work--and intense

      lobbying at the meeting--by a potent global coalition of environmental and animal welfare groups, the

      Species Survival Network (SSN), and by new, progressive leadership by the World Wide Fund for Nature

      (WWF). SSN, whose 65 member organizations from 26 countries include The Humane Society of the United

      States, International Fund for Animal Welfare, Greenpeace, Defenders of Wildlife, Environmental Investigation   Agency, Born Free Foundation and the UK's Royal Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, has become  the leading advocate for wildlife and habitat protection in the world.

      The 27-year-old treaty organization, conceived as a barrier to the exploitation of wild species that has

      driven many animals and plants to the brink of extinction, has evolved into a forum for bitter conflicts

      between conservation advocates and powerful interests promoting maximum yield of wildlife. The member

      nations meet every 30 months to wrangle over upgrading or downgrading degrees of protection for hundreds

      of species. "The CITES parties put conservation before trade at this meeting," said Dr. Teresa Telecky,

      director of the wildlife trade program at The Humane Society of the US and acting executive director of

      SSN.

      Perhaps most striking in the conservation arena has been the transformation of WWF International from an

      obstructionist organization into a progressive leader. In the 1980s, it was instrumental in blocking an ivory

      ban from consideration by CITES, in spite of a poaching crisis--100,000 elephants annually--that cut the

      African elephant population in half. CITES finally put the African elephant on Appendix I in 1989, but only

      after US Secretary of State James Baker personally intervened to drop US opposition. Public outcry and the

      US reversal compelled World Wildlife Fund US, the US affiliate of WWF International, to abandon its

      opposition.

      The dramatic change at WWF has been led by Dr. Susan Lieberman, an American biologist who took over

      WWF International's wildlife program two years ago. Using her years of experience in the environmental

      community and as administrator of CITES issues in the US government, she has put WWF at the front in

      many battles to protect wildlife from the depredations of trade.

      Scores of SSN and WWF activists from dozens of countries lobbied side-by-side at the CITES meeting to win

      wildlife protections and to defeat pro-exploitation proposals. Japan's vote-buying strategy, which was

      successful in blocking protections at recent CITES meetings, failed time and again as species uplistings won

      the necessary two-thirds majorities.

      The major battles revolved around placing new species on Appendix II, which is similar to "threatened"

      status under the US Endangered Species Act. CITES allows international trade in Appendix II species, but

      only after the exporting country fulfills a burden of proof that the taking of the animal or plant is "not

      detrimental" to the species' population. An importing country must require an official "no detriment"

      document upon import. The highest level of protection, Appendix I, forbids commercial trade.

      For two decades, the international timber industry has bitterly fought all attempts to promote sustainability

      in the exploitation of the world's vast forests. The huge profits made from plundering valuable trees have

      turned government forestry ministries into apologists for deforestation. More than 60 percent of the world's

      tropical forests have disappeared over the past century--and an estimated two percent more goes annually.

      For centuries, the most valuable wood has been broadleaf mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla), the lustrous

      hardwood from the tropical Americas that furnished European homes and palaces. Now mahogany is

      commercially extinct in Central America and much of its range in South America, except for Brazil's Amazon

      wilderness. Shiploads of mahogany logs, almost all illegally taken from national parks and Indian reservations,  have poured down the Amazon to the US and Europe in recent years to panel corporate offices.

      When the Brazilian government tried to crack down on the illegal logging, the timber barons kept their

      chainsaws humming in the lawless Amazon. The situation became so desperate that the US was compelled

      to seize an entire shipload of Brazilian mahogany logs in Florida in October after Brazilian TV exposed a

      smuggling pipeline.

      Brazil's government fought the mahogany listing, but its credibility was crippled when President-Elect Lula da Silva sent a message to Santiago supporting the new protections. When he takes office in early 2003, Lula

      will be able to withhold export permits from plundered mahogany, compelling importing countries to reject the  tainted timber.

      "This vote was not just a victory for mahogany," said Carroll Muffett, director of international programs at

      Defenders of Wildlife. "It is a victory for tropical forests, the indigenous peoples of Amazonia, and for CITES

      itself. Individual trees are so valuable that roads are often cut through virgin forest to fell and extract a

      single specimen. By bringing mahogany exploitation under control, CITES rules will help slow the pace of

      deforestation, and help prevent violent intrusions onto indigenous and protected lands where much of the

      remaining mahogany grows."

      The Bush administration, which promotes "Free Trade" as the paragon of all virtue, at first refused to

      endorse the mahogany listing proposal despite support from environmental groups and Latin American range

      states that have seen their forests wiped out. Instead, the White House listened to timber importers and

      furniture manufacturers who have gotten rich from the increasingly-rare species, which sells for $ 1,600 per

      cubic meter.

      The White House panicked, however, when a scathing attack was published worldwide in the International

      Herald Tribune on the morning of the CITES vote. "Bush Policy Sells Amazon Treasure Down the River,"

      headlined the op-ed authored by E.U. Curtis Bohlen and David O. Sandalow, who served as assistant

      secretaries of state for the environment under (respectively) the first Bush and Clinton administrations.

      "As the first Bush administration explained a decade ago, US support for an Appendix II listing is warranted

      precisely because it would protect the world's mahogany supply from 'severe threats and declines' in a way

      that avoids 'restrictive trade practices.' By helping secure the survival of the species, CITES would help

      ensure manufacturers 'access to reliable long-term sources of mahogany in the future'," wrote Bohlen and

      Sandalow.

      "This was a more far-sighted view--one that saw a difference between free trade and a trading free-for-all,"

      concluded the former State Dept. officials. "Illegal logging and unregulated international trade have left the

      Amazon as the last remaining refuge for the majestic and once widely dispersed mahogany. Unless new

      protections for mahogany are put in place now, the species may indeed be headed for extinction."

      After the parties approved the Appendix II listing by a secret ballot of 68 to 30, the US announced

      defensively that it had voted in favor. John Turner, the current assistant secretary of state for the

      environment, then stated the Bush administration's real agenda: "It was a vote for continued trade."

      Appendix II will not stop trade in mahogany, sharks, and seahorses, but the listing will help ensure that any

      trade is sustainable and that illegal taking is discouraged. If the species are still plundered carelessly, they

      will be candidates for Appendix I at future meetings.

      The ivory war continues

      The bitter battle over whether to fully protect elephants from the ivory trade or to subject the huge

      creatures to "sustainable use" continued to rage at the CITES meeting.

      The issue has dominated the past seven biennial meetings of the parties. Tens of thousands of tusks are

      smuggled to Japan, China, Thailand and other markets by crime syndicates, undermining efforts to protect

      the elephants in Africa and Asia.

      Five southern African nations demanded to be allowed to sell their stockpiles of ivory to the highest

      bidder--Japan or China--in 2004. They were attempting to replicate the controversial decision by CITES in

      1997 allowing four of the nations to export their stockpiles to Japan, which touched off a surge of poaching

      across Africa that continues to this day.

      Most dangerously, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, and Zambia sought to have annual ivory

      exports quotas into the distant future. That "legal" trade would encourage the massive illegal ivory trade

      that shattered an ill-managed CITES monitoring scheme in the 1980s and led to the 1989 CITES ivory ban.

      Controversy exploded before the conference when the CITES Secretariat orchestrated a meeting of African

      elephant range states that produced a "consensus" supporting the ivory trade proposals. But it wasn't a

      consensus at all because Kenya strongly disagreed, and 13 range states--one third of the total--were not

      even present at the meeting. India, which co-authored a proposal with Kenya to place all southern African

      elephants back on Appendix I, was barred from the meeting; Japan, the major importer of ivory, was allowed

      in.

      China, with a dwindling population of a few hundred elephants, repeatedly spoke out against another sale of

      African ivory stockpiles because such exports stimulate the illegal trade. Chinese authorities have been

      seizing huge quantities of ivory in recent years.

      In stark contrast to China's frank admissions, Japan piously claimed "we have no illegal internal market, but

      an active legal market." The claim conveniently ignores decades of incriminating evidence. Indeed, the finger

      of blame has pointed at Japan ever since civil wars and high-level corruption touched off the elephant

      poaching boom in Africa and Asia in the '70s. Japan has a large internal ivory market served by an

      ivory-carving industry that has thrived for hundreds of years. Raw ivory fetches the world's highest price in

      Japan: $ 100 or more per pound. Organized crime syndicates (such as the Yakuza) have used their global

      operations to smuggle vast quantities of ivory into Japan.

      At best, the Japanese carving industry has not asked closely about the provenance of ivory it buys--at

      worst, the industry is complicit in the poaching and smuggling. The Japanese government's repeated failures

      to investigate and prosecute the importers of illegal ivory indicates high-level corruption.

      Japan and the CITES Secretariat were hugely embarrassed in June when a major ivory-smuggling ring was

      busted. A shipment of six tons of poached African ivory destined for Japan was intercepted by Interpol and

      local police in Singapore.

      The container full of ivory, listed on the manifest as "carved stone," was shipped from a curio company in

      Malawi, a small African nation. When police raided the company's office, they seized records indicating that

      18 other six-ton shipments of "carved stone" had been shipped since 1994 from Malawi to Singapore and

      then on to Japan or China.

      After the Singapore bust, Japan refused to cooperate in the investigation of the Yokohama merchant listed

      on the manifest to receive the huge ivory shipment. Ivory experts speculate the smuggling scandal may

      reach the top of Japan's influential ivory-carving industry.

      The Malawi-Singapore connection blew an elephant-sized hole in an illegal-ivory monitoring system set up by  the CITES Secretariat and Traffic, an arm of WWF. When Traffic submitted a voluminous report on ivory

      trafficking in September, it omitted the six-ton Singapore confiscation. This conveniently kept Japan from

      being named as a major importer of illegal ivory. And Traffic did not need to look into the 14 other six-ton

      shipments of "carved stone" that also moved along that same pipeline to Japan.

      Conflict of interest

      A particularly glaring fault in the CITES Secretariat is the activity of one of its top officials, Director of

      Science Malan Lindique, in promoting the ivory trade. Lindique headed Namibia's delegation for many years at  CITES, fighting against ivory trade controls. The southern African nation is notorious for the mountains of

      poached ivory that passed through Namibia from neighboring Angola during that nation's brutal civil war. The  Unita rebel army, backed by South Africa, massacred an estimated 100,000 elephants from 1975 to 2000 to      help finance the war.

      For the past four years, Lindique has been on the CITES staff, still attacking the CITES ivory ban. His wife,

      Pauline Lindique, has replaced him as the Namibian delegate to CITES. She sharply attacked the CITES

      elephant protections during the Santiago meeting.

      Comments Chris Tuite, director of wildlife and habitat at IFAW: "The involvement of the Secretariat in the

      ivory trade debate was unconscionable. To see the Director of Science sitting on the podium as deputy

      chair of the meeting while his wife presents an ivory trade proposal on behalf of Namibia is nothing short of

      appalling."

      Environmentalists have had a long-running battle with the CITES Secretariat over the administrative

      practices of the treaty organization. For 20 years, according to many critics, the CITES staff have favored

      commercial exploitation of wildlife over protection. Instead of objectively weighing science and assessing

      enforcement efforts, the 12-member Secretariat has repeatedly argued against the precautionary principle

      and ignored flagrant violations of Appendix I and Appendix II regulations.

      During the '80s, the Secretariat vehemently opposed banning the ivory trade, despite a poaching crisis that

      left 100,000 carcasses strewn across the African landscape each year and the utter failure of a hopelessly

      weak CITES ivory monitoring system. At the 1989 CITES meeting in Switzerland, CITES Secretary-General

      Eugene Lapointe lobbied fiercely against the proposed Appendix I listing for the African elephant (Asian

      elephants were already totally protected). He even held press conferences during the meeting to subvert

      the proposal. Lapointe touched off outrage in leading conservation nations. An inquiry by the United

      Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) led to Lapointe's removal on grounds of malfeasance.

      Unfortunately, little changed at the Secretariat after Lapointe's firing. His replacement was a bumbling UNEP

      bureaucrat who allowed the CITES staff--all cronies of Lapointe--to continue their anti-protection ways.

      A UNEP investigation in 1998 found significant malfeasance throughout the CITES staff, including the sale of export permits. Several top staffers were fired and the Secretary-General, a Bulgarian named Izgrev Topkov,      was forced to retire. UNEP has withheld the damning report from the Standing Committee of CITES, which

      oversees the Secretariat, as well as the public.

      However, this year the Secretariat reflected overwhelming support for CITES controls over the timber and

      fishing industries by endorsing the mahogany, shark, and seahorse listings.

      --Craig Van Note is a veteran investigative environmental journalist.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Drought triggered Mayan demise

                 By Helen Sewell 

                 BBC News Online science staff 

                 Climate change was largely to  blame for the collapse of the   Mayan civilisation in Central  America more than 1,000 years  ago, research suggests. 

                 By the middle of the 8th Century  there were up to 13 million  people in the Mayan population  but within 200 years their cities  lay abandoned. 

                 The Mayans built complex  systems of canals and reservoirs to collect rainwater for drinking in the hot, dry summers. 

                 Despite this there has long been speculation that the whole population was wiped out by drought, but there has not been  enough evidence to support this theory. 

                 Now research published in the journal Science suggests that  climate change was indeed a major factor. 

                 Coloured bands 

                 To investigate the Mayan decline, scientists studied the ancient build-up of sediment on the sea floor just off the northern coast  of Venezuela. 

                 They discovered layers of deposits in bands of alternating dark  and light colours each about a millimetre deep. The light bands consisted of algae and tiny fossils, while the dark bands were due to sediments of the metal titanium. 

                 The scientists say titanium was washed into the sea by rivers during the rainy seasons. Shallower dark bands, which indicate lower levels of the metal, show the rivers were flowing more  weakly. The researchers say this was because there was less  rain. 

                 They have worked out that in the 9th and 10th Centuries,  probably just before the Mayan civilisation collapsed, there was a long period of dry weather and three intense droughts. 

                 Modern implications 

                 Archaeological evidence suggests that one reason for the Mayans' initial success over other societies was that they controlled the artificial reservoirs. 

                 If this is true, the scientists say the drought could easily have pushed the whole civilisation to the verge of collapse. 

                 The German scientist who led the research, Gerald Haug, said this had serious implications for climate change today. 

                 "A three-to-nine-year drought, which could be a failure of the monsoon systems in Africa or in India, and in particular the change in the background state of climate... is a very severe  threat to modern humanity," he told BBC News Online. 

________________________________________________________________________________________
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18 March 2003

UNEP, UNESCO Say pollution threatens water systems in Africa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP), in conjunction with UNESCO, has launched a report on the status and vulnerability of water supply aquifers of African cities, depicting a grim future for the continent's polluted water supply system. The launch follows the completion of a report on pollution in Africa's major urban centers, which revealed that pollution is now threatening surface and groundwater aquifers in several West African cities including Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire, and Cotonou, Benin. The findings of the report, published in an "Early Warning Bulletin on Groundwater Quality" by the two UN bodies, describe the current threat to water supply as "alarming," as the main source of water in many African cities was groundwater hand-dug wells and boreholes. UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer is optimistic that the report will lead to the establishment of a monitoring network of aquifer pollution surveillance, which will go a long way in protecting groundwater from pollution. "Water quality, particularly in major African cities, is deteriorating every year, with an assessment of aquifers revealing high levels of contamination through pollution sometimes reaching three to four times WHO standards," UNEP said in a news release. Emmanuel Naah, UNESCO's regional hydrologist based in Nairobi, explained that groundwater pollution in the continent had led to an acute shortage of potable water, hence increasing the risks of public health to contaminants. Meanwhile, UNEP and UNESCO have announced that they would extend the project on assessment of pollution and vulnerability of water supply to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Nairobi and Mombasa, Kenya; and Lusaka, Zambia. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045113&dte=17/03/2003
World Bank to change approach on water issues 

Kyoto, Japan (PANA) - The World Bank will no longer give importance to whether public or private companies are responsible for water supply in African countries, the Bretton Woods director of water and energy, Jamal Saghir, said here Monday. "We are pragmatic at the World Bank and we think the most important thing is to supply quality water at an affordable price for the consumer. We are not bothered by whether the supplier is public or private," he told the PANA at the Third Global Water Forum in Kyoto. According to Saghir, his institution plans to develop a water management strategy in every African country, which respects the options of national authorities and meets the water needs of the majority of the population. "We have been roundly criticized for our approach to privatize water supply. I want to say here that we do not make the privatization of this sector a conditionality for our agreements with governments which we are merely accompanying in their economic recovery efforts," Saghir said. Meanwhile, he urged African governments to give priority to rural communities, which have been neglected in terms of access to safe drinking water and sanitation.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045133&dte=17/03/2003
Danish Agency supports environmental projects in Mozambique 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - The Danish Development Agency (DANIDA) has granted five million US dollars to fund environmental management projects in nine Mozambican cities and towns over the next four years, the national news agency (AIM) reported Monday. The projects are earmarked for Maputo, Matola, Boane and Marracuene, in Maputo province, Quelimane and Mocuba, in the central province of Zambezia, and in the northern region, Ilha de Mocambique in Nampula, and Pemba and Montepuez in Cabo Delgado province. Mozambican Environment Minister John Kachamila said studies were underway to identify specific problems in each of the regions to determine the nature of intervention and the necessary funds.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045243&dte=17/03/2003
Egyptian, Brazilian Win Hassan II Prize for water 

Kyoto, Japan (PANA) - Egyptian Mahmoud Abu-Zeid and Brazilian Jerson Kelman on Sunday received the Hassan II Grand Prize for Water at the opening of the Third World Water Forum in Kyoto, Japan. Prince Moulay Rachid of Morocco presented the prizes to the winners, who were given a cash price of $100,000 each plus a trophy and a certificate. The beneficiaries were chosen in recognition of their invaluable contribution towards water resources development and its impact on the economy and environment, the selection jury said. "I feel honoured as an African to be one of the two winners of the Hassan II grand prize. My joy is all the greater as this prize comes to reward 40 years of personal commitment in the water sector," said Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, who is also Egyptian minister of water resources and irrigation. Abu-Zeid distinguished himself by his contributions to the shared management of trans-border water resources, access to drinking water and irrigation in his country, in Africa and in the rest of the world. "This prize is for me and my team an encouragement to continue our efforts and to address new challenges," the Egyptian minister added. The Hassan II prize was established during the Second World Water Forum held in 2000 in The Hague. The next Hassan II Grand Prize for Water will be awarded in 2006 during the Fourth World Water Forum whose venue remained to be decided.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045107&dte=17/03/2003
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE Media Update

UNEP or UN in the news

Le Figaro, 17 Mars:1,2 milliard d'hommes privés d'eau potable 

Le troisième Forum mondial de l'eau se tient jusqu'à dimanche à Kyoto, au Japon. Près de 10 000 visiteurs et plus de cent ministres sont attendus…. Plus qu'une déclaration politique, ce sont des engagements concrets qu'il faut cette fois en attendre. Les Japonais attendent qu'à Kyoto, plus encore qu'une déclaration politique, soient mis sur la table des engagements concrets. Car la communauté internationale s'est déjà engagée, dans le cadre du sommet mondial sur le développement durable, à Johannesburg, en septembre dernier, à réduire de moitié d'ici à 2015 le nombre de personnes privées d'eau potable et d'assainissement dans le monde. Et le sujet est à l'ordre du jour du prochain G8, qui se tiendra du 1er au 3 juin à Evian. 

La France devrait ainsi, par exemple, soutenir un projet pilote de fourniture d'eau à une région d'Afrique, dont le nom sera annoncé au G8, proposé par PWC, UN Water et Care International, et qui démarrera par une évaluation exacte des besoins et des coûts de raccordement.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20030317.FIG0153.html
General environment news

Le Figaro, 17 mars: Climat : le réchauffement sous haute surveillance

Il y avait déjà le Groupe international d'experts sur le climat et, au niveau français, la Mission interministérielle de l'effet de serre (Mies). Il faudra désormais aussi compter avec l'Observatoire national des effets du réchauffement climatique (Onerc), qui s'est réuni hier pour la première fois. Créé à l'initiative du sénateur de la Réunion Paul Vergès, qui en assume la présidence, ce nouvel organe a pour vocation de collecter et diffuser les informations et recherches liées aux effets du réchauffement en métropole et dans l'outre-mer….

Un premier colloque sera organisé à Paris les 28 et 29 avril prochain, sur le thème «Réchauffement climatique et événements météorologiques extrêmes».

http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20030310.FIG0175.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Annan to withdraw UN staff

*
Security Council to discuss key disarmament goals Wednesday

*
UK, others drop Security Council vote on draft resolution, may take ‘own steps’

*
UN inspectors supervise destruction of more banned Iraqi missiles

*
As destruction of missiles continue, Security Council plans talks on Monday

*
UN continues supervising destruction of missiles

Other news

*
Middle East: Annan ‘strongly deplores’ latest deadly raids in Gaza Strip

*
Annan strongly condemns coup in Central African Republic  

*
DR of Congo: Annan ‘very concerned’ by rapidly increasing tensions in Ituri 

*
UN and Cambodia reach draft agreement for prosecuting Khmer Rouge crimes

*
UN envoy heading to DPR of Korea for talks on relief aid

*
AIDS, hunger, terror threaten world security, top UN human rights body told

*
Myanmar: UN rights expert to exam administration of justice, civil liberties

*
UN rights official wraps up visit to Central Asia

*
WHO leading international efforts to identify, treat unknown respiratory disease

*
UN health agency warns air travellers against contagious form of pneumonia

*
UN forecasts 100-ton drop in worldwide cocaine production

*
Nane Annan stresses importance of hygiene education at World Water Forum

* * * * 

Iraq: Secretary-General

17 March – Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced today he will withdraw United Nations staff from Iraq following the failure of efforts to achieve united action in the Security Council in ridding the country of weapons of mass destruction.

“I have just informed the Council that we will withdraw the UNMOVIC and atomic agency inspectors, we will withdraw the UN humanitarian workers, we will withdraw the UNIKOM troops on the Iraq-Kuwaiti border who are also not able to operate,” Mr. Annan said in a statement to reporters after he informed a closed-door meeting of the Security Council of his plans.

The Secretary-General said US authorities informed him, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) yesterday “that it would be prudent not to leave our staff in the region.”

Mr. Annan said the implication of these withdrawals meant that several UN mandates like the humanitarian oil-for-food programme would be suspended because there would no inspectors to monitor the selling of oil and the distribution of food required by such programmes.

But he stressed: “This does not mean that should war come to Iraq that the UN will sit back and not do anything to help the Iraqi population. We will find a way of resuming our humanitarian activities to help the Iraqi people who have suffered for so long and do whatever we can to give them assistance and support and as you know we have undertaken major contingency planning to be able to move forward as soon as we can.”

“Obviously we seem to be at the end of the road here,” Mr. Annan said, referring to the disappointment and frustration of Council members who hoped that it would be possible to disarm Iraq peacefully and to come up with a common position.

In reply to questions Mr. Annan repeated his view that if action against Iraq were to take place without the support of the Council “its legitimacy will be questioned and the support of it diminished.”

Asked whether today was a very sad day for the UN and the world, he said: “In the sense that we are not able to do it peacefully, obviously it is a disappointment and a sad day for everybody. War is always a catastrophe. It leads to major human tragedy, lots of people are going to uprooted, displaced from their homes and nobody wanted that and this is why we had hoped that the Iraqi leadership would have cooperated fully and would have been able to do this without resort to use of force. But the little window that we seem to have seems to be closing very, very fast. I’m not sure at this stage the Council can do anything in the next couple of hours.”

Mr. Annan said regardless of how the issue is resolved the Security Council is going to have a role to play in post-conflict Iraq. “The Council will have to give me a mandate for some of the activities that we will need to undertake. This does not mean the end of the involvement of the UN in the Iraqi situation.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

17 March – Despite an inability to reach a united decision on how to proceed with the disarmament of Iraq, the United Nations Security Council has scheduled a meeting for Wednesday to hear from the two top UN weapons inspectors on the key remaining disarmament issues for Baghdad to resolve.

Ambassador Mamady Traoré of Guinea, which currently holds the rotating Presidency of the 15-nation body, announced the decision after a Council meeting this morning to discuss the next steps forward, including a joint proposal over the weekend by France, Germany and the Russian Federation for a ministerial meeting to consider key disarmament tasks and to set an implementation timetable that is “both demanding and realistic.”

“Whatever events occur later on, I would like to tell you that the Presidency will do its utmost to bring views closer together and see to it that the Council is unified,” Ambassador Traoré said after the Council decided to hear a report from Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The Council is split between the United States, United Kingdom and Spain, who say that Iraq has already lost its last opportunity to disarm peacefully, and others like France, Germany and Russia, who argue for more time for inspections to achieve the task.

Speaking to reporters, German Ambassador Gunter Pleuger said he was working on “a last ditch effort” to find a solution based on his country’s latest proposal. Asked whether it was a bit “dreamland” to talk about a 12-point work programme or a 60-day timetable even as UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan was withdrawing inspectors from Iraq, Mr. Pleuger replied: “Well, I think trying to save the peace is never a dream. It is useful and it is necessary. And if we are not successful, at least we have made the last effort.”

Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan said his country was disappointed by the Council impasse, but “although we face a grave situation, we believe that the time for diplomacy never ends, and we certainly hope that even at the eleventh hour we might find a situation which could turn the tide and avoid a conflict.”

Bulgaria’s Ambassador, Stefan Tafrov, whose country supports the US-UK-Spanish position, regretted the deep divisions in the Council but added that as a future member of the European Union, Bulgaria believes that the trans-Atlantic relationship should be strengthened and not weakened.

The only Arab member on the Council, Syrian Ambassador Mikhail Wehbe regretted the US request for the withdrawal of UN weapons inspectors from Iraq “which means for us another indication towards military action.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

17 March – The United Kingdom, United States and Spain today announced they will not pursue a vote in the United Nations Security Council on a draft resolution presenting an ultimatum to Iraq and said they reserved the right to take their own steps to secure that country’s disarmament.

The announcement by Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom on behalf of the three countries came just minutes before the Council met in a closed session on diplomatic efforts to rid Iraq of weapons of mass destruction.

“We have had to conclude that Council consensus will not be possible,” Ambassador Greenstock told reporters after a weekend of discussions were held on a British compromise setting strict disarmament tests for Iraq to meet within a strict timetable or else face serious consequences.

Speaking after the Council meeting, he said the draft would remain on the table but that for there to be a realistic consideration there would need to be “a very clear signal that Iraq and particularly the Iraqi leadership had taken a strategic decision to produce cooperation of the type we have not seen so far.”

In his earlier statement, Ambassador Greenstock said: “One country in particular has underlined its intention to veto any ultimatum ‘no matter what the circumstances.’” But the French representative later stressed that the UK-US-Spanish move ran counter to the wishes of the majority of Council members.

“That country rejected our proposed compromise before even the Iraqi Government itself and has put forward suggestions that would roll back on the unanimous agreement of the Council in resolution 1441, and those suggestions would amount to no ultimatum, no pressure and no disarmament,” said Ambassador Greenstock. “Given this situation the co-sponsors have agreed that we will not pursue a vote on the draft UK-US-Spanish in blue.”

He noted that the communiqués and press statements issued at the Azores summit between the US, UK and Spanish leaders yesterday explained the countries’ position on the way forward. “The co-sponsors reserve their right to take their own steps to secure the disarmament of Iraq,” he said.

In associating himself with Ambassador Greenstock, US Ambassador John D. Negroponte said: “I would just make the further point that it has been nearly four and a half months since the Council unanimously adopted resolution 1441, which found Iraq in material breach and gave it a final opportunity to disarm or face serious consequences. 

“The Government of Iraq has clearly failed to comply. Our governments believe that through acts of omission and commission Iraq is now in further material breach. We advocated a second resolution because a united Council would have shown it was intent on enforcing resolution 1441 and disarming Iraq. We believe that the vote would have been close. I regret that in the face of an explicit threat to veto by a permanent member, the vote counting became a secondary consideration.” 

Echoing the UK and US views, Spanish Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias said: “Resolution 1441 established in an unequivocal way that any false statement or omission or the sheer fact of not cooperating fully would constitute a further material breach. We believe that the Government of Iraq was given a last opportunity and it has squandered it.”

Reacting to the announcement, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France said the resolution’s cosponsors realized that the majority in the Council was against a text authorizing the use of force. “This is the position of the huge majority on the Council. During the last days members of the Council repeatedly stated that, and it is a majority in the Council, that it would not be legitimate to authorize the use of force now while the inspections set up by the resolution are producing results,” he said. 

“And now I understand that the cosponsors made some bilateral consultations last night and this morning and the result is that the majority of the Council confirms that they do not want to authorize the use of force. The majority considers that it would not be legitimate.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

17 March – Even as United Nations weapons inspectors were about to be withdrawn from Iraq, they supervised the destruction of two more Al Samoud 2 missiles today, bringing to 72 the total destroyed since the 1 March deadline for beginning the process.

UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) teams also erased software for launch calculations in a command and control vehicle for the missile, prohibited because it exceeds the 150-kilometre limit imposed by Security Council resolutions, and other related materials and components.

UNMOVIC conducted a private interview with a biological scientist, the fourteenth such private interview since the beginning of the process in mid-January, while biological and chemical teams inspected the Tikrit Dairy Factory, which processes milk and derivatives, and the Al Sina Centre.

* * *

Security Council

16 March – The United Nations Security Council will hold a closed-door meeting on Monday to discuss a text being put forward on Iraq. 

A UN spokesman in New York reported that the 15-member body will meet tomorrow afternoon “in connection with the Joint declaration by France, Germany and Russian Federation on Iraq.”

Meanwhile on the ground, experts from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) supervised the destruction of two more Al Samoud 2 missiles, the computer software in a control vehicle to programme the missile, and missile parts, such as fuel tanks and warhead shells. Since the beginning of this month, a total of 70 Al Samoud 2 missiles have been destroyed.

In other activity, an UNMOVIC biological team returned to the Al Aziziyah Airfield and Firing Range and continued to observe the excavation of R-400 bombs that, Iraq states, had been filled with biological agents. The team then returned to the Al Rashidiyah military stores to complete an inspection begun yesterday.

Another biological team inspected the Technical Institute of Kerbala, a two-year technical training school. That team also probed the Kerbala Health Centre Respiratory and Chest Diseases Consultation Clinic, which is responsible for diagnosing chest diseases for the entire Kerbala Governorate.

An UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team inspected the Al Habbaniyah and Al Fallujah Missile Facility. “This is a missile storage area of the Iraqi Army Air Defence,” explained UN spokesman Hiro Ueki. “Different types of missiles are stored and repaired at this site.”

Mr. Ueki also reported that the Baghdad Government yesterday gave UNMOVIC “photographs and videos showing the mobile laboratories that are in use in Iraq.”

The Government also transmitted to UNMOVIC “a letter dated 14 March containing a document on the destruction of precursors for mustard gas, and a letter dated 15 March containing a report on the estimation of VX degradation products in the soil at the dumpsite, he added.

In a separate development, five Bell-212 helicopters left Baghdad and flew to Damascus, Syria, today on their way to Larnaca, Cyprus, because the helicopter company’s insurance decided to withdraw coverage from the aircraft if they remained in Iraq. Three MI8-MTV helicopters, which belong to a Russian company, remain in Baghdad.

* * * 

Iraq

15 March – Three additional Al Samoud 2 missiles were destroyed in Iraq today under the supervision of United Nations inspectors conducting the international disarmament probe there.

Also destroyed at the Taji Technical Battalion were one launcher, warhead parts and a propellant tank, according to Hiro Ueki, a spokesman for the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

UNMOVIC missile experts also went to the Al Qaid Warhead Filling Plant of the Al Qaa Qaa State Company and placed tags on five Al Fatah warheads.

In another development, the Baghdad Government yesterday gave the UN a list of names of “additional persons who had been involved in the past chemical weapons programme,” Mr. Ueki said. The list contains 183 names. 

Earlier this month, UNMOVIC “pointed out that Iraq had listed less than 132 ‘experts, specialists, and technicians,’ to use Iraq’s term, as having worked in the entire chemical weapons programme,” Mr. Ueki recalled. “UNMOVIC databases indicate that over 325 individuals were engaged in chemical weapons-related research or had responsible positions associated with agent production at the Muthanna State Establishment alone.”

In other inspection activity today, chemical warfare specialists from the Commission probed the Daura Oil Refinery, located south of Baghdad, “to identify changes in the site during the last four years,” Mr. Ueki said.

An UNMOVIC biological team inspected the Al Rhashidyah Military Store, while other UNMOVIC experts flew by helicopter to inspect a site in the area of Jabal Hamryn, approximately 180 kilometres north of Baghdad. 

In addition, a Mosul-based multidisciplinary team inspected a large underground facility, Mr. Ueki said.

Meanwhile, an IAEA team visited two large government-owned engineering companies: Daura SEHEE, whose main task is to manufacture vessels for the oil, gas and civil industries, and the Tho Al Fekar Plant, which manufactures components for small rockets.

A second IAEA team performed a car-borne radiation survey 60 kilometres northwest of Baghdad.

* * * 

Middle East

17 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly deplored Israel’s continuing raids in the Gaza Strip, saying it appeared the country was ignoring international requirements that it protect civilians during military operations.

A statement issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General said the raids have already killed at least 12 people in the course of yesterday and today, including a four-year-old girl shot in the chest and a young American peace activist run over by a bulldozer. “He sends his deepest condolences to the families of the innocent victims,” Fred Eckhard said.

The spokesman added that the Secretary-General is “especially troubled that Israel appears to be flouting a central tenet of international humanitarian law, which requires it to take all possible measures to protect the civilian population during military operations.”

* * *

Central African Republic  

17 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today forcefully condemned the military coup and accompanying violence and pillaging that took place in the Central African Republic (CAR) over the weekend. 

“The Secretary-General has been following with deep concern the developments in the Central African Republic,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said in New York today. “He deeply regrets that such an act comes at a time when the Central African people and Government were embarking on an inclusive national dialogue.” 

The spokesman added that Mr. Annan called for the “speedy restoration of the constitutional order and for the respect and protection of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of the civilian population.”

* * *

DR of Congo

17 March – Very concerned by the rapidly deteriorating situation and continuing hostilities in the north-eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today pledged to work closely with all the parties to pave the way for lasting peace in the region.

Concerned by the worsening situation in Ituri – particularly the dangerous rise in the tensions between Rwanda and Uganda – the Secretary-General in a statement issued by a UN spokesman, said “Everything must be done to ensure that further military confrontations do not erupt in this region, as they would undermine the recent hard-won gains in the peace process.” 

The Secretary-General called on all concerned to immediately establish the Ituri Pacification Commission and to work within that framework towards a peaceful solution to the situation in Ituri, spokesman Fred Eckhard said in New York. “It is essential that all parties, including neighbouring States, cooperate in this process,” he added.

The spokesman said Mr. Annan again called on all foreign forces to withdraw from the territory of the DRC, in accordance with their previous commitments, in order to pave the way for a lasting peace. “He is committed to working closely with all parties to ensure their concerns are met through peaceful means,” Mr. Eckhard said. 

* * *

Cambodia

17 March – The United Nations and Cambodia have reached a draft agreement concerning the prosecution under that country’s law of crimes committed during the period of Democratic Kampuchea.

In a statement to the press in Phnom Penh, the head of the UN delegation, Legal Counsel Hans Corell, spelled out the main features of the text of the draft agreement, which he said was “designed to ensure a fair and public trial by an independent and impartial court.”

The Extraordinary Chambers will comprise just one trial court and one Supreme Court within the existing national court structure of Cambodia and contain a mix of international and Cambodian judges, said Mr. Corell. “Decisions in the two chambers would be taken by majority of four judges and five judges, respectively,” he added.

With respect to amnesty or pardon, “the Royal Government of Cambodia would undertake not to request one for any persons who might be investigated or convicted of crimes under the agreement,” Mr. Corell said.

“The question of procedure was always difficult in the negotiations in the past,” Mr. Corell said, pointing out that the text agreement contained provisions for such matters. “In particular, the Extraordinary Chambers would have to exercise jurisdiction in accordance with international standards of justice, fairness and due process of law.”

In explaining the difference in the situation between now and February last year, when the Secretary-General withdrew from the process, Mr. Corell said Mr. Annan had lost confidence in the process as it stood a year ago and could no longer continue his good offices. “The General Assembly has now taken responsibility for the process, which is now based on its mandate,” he said. “It will now be for the Assembly to examine the result of our negotiations and decide whether it is acceptable.”

If approved and ratified, the agreement would be an international agreement governing cooperation between the UN and Cambodia, to be implemented in accordance with all requirements under the law of treaties, Mr. Corell said. The matter will also have to go through the Cambodian parliament for approval.

* * *

DPR of Korea

17 March – A top envoy for United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is heading to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) this week to discuss with authorities there progress on the UN’s emergency appeal for humanitarian aid to the country.

Maurice Strong is scheduled to be in the DPRK from 18 to 22 March, and will also share with the Government the results of his intensive meetings and consultations on other issues of mutual interest and concern, a UN spokesman said.

Meanwhile on 14 March, the Republic of Korea wrote to the Secretary-General in response to his personal appeal for the DPRK.

In the letter, Seoul announced contributions of 100,000 tons of food to the World Food Programme (WFP), $700,000 to the World Health Organization (WHO) for the prevention of malaria outbreak and $500,000 to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to help children and other vulnerable groups.

“The Secretary-General has written to President Roh Moo-hyun to thank him for his generous contribution, which will allow UN agencies to continue to provide life-saving assistance to North Koreans,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

* * * 

Human rights

17 March – World security is threatened not only by the crises currently dominating the headlines but by AIDS, hunger and the “dreams of obscure vengeance” from political terrorists “whose only achievements are the sudden screams of innocent people,” the top United Nations human rights official said today.

But in an opening address to the 59th session of the Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, warned that the fight against terrorism could not be allowed to trample on rigorous respect for civil and political liberties.

“We meet today at a time of unusual convulsion in world affairs,” Mr. Vieira de Mello said. “The security of our world has been fragile enough; one wonders how much more it will weaken. I am not speaking only of those crises that dominate the headlines. I am thinking, at least as much, of the death that, brought into millions of homes in the form of a terrible virus, has become a constant companion across much of Africa and elsewhere.”

The High Commissioner stressed there could be no security without the tools each person needs to live and to improve her life. “Too many people continue to lack even the basics – water, sustenance, elementary education, health services – of a dignified life,” he said. “We can never cease pursuing freedom from want, that is, the rights to food and to development, among others. Without them, security will be only a privilege of the powerful, and an endangered privilege at that, because it will be based on the faith that strong borders, mighty deterrence or authoritarian domestic rule bring security. That is a false sense of security, because it is not based on rights.”

Referring to “grotesque” political terror, Mr. Vieira de Mello said: “Individuals and organized networks whose politics are blood-red – who feed on dreams of obscure vengeance – whose only achievements are the sudden screams of innocent people – such men and women are sowing terror in our world, and reaping pain. In the most fundamental way, they mock our security.”

Warning that the world is living in fearful times and that fear is a bad advisor, he said: “True security must be based on the proven principles of human rights. Some, in fact an increasing number, of states implicitly or explicitly believe that security and a rigorous respect of civil and political liberties are mutually exclusive. But we also have a right to security when faced with the ambitions of states, whether our own or others. We cannot compromise our hard-won human rights to give states a free hand in fighting terrorism.

On the Palestinian-Israel conflict, Mr. Vieira de Mello said his proposal to visit the region had been well received and he hoped to carry it out in the near future. “There can be no security without real peace, and peace must be built on the firm foundation of human rights,” he said.

* * *

Myanmar

17 March – A United Nations human rights expert is headed to Myanmar for a week-long follow up investigation into the Government’s efforts to ensure the genuine exercise of civil liberties and overall developments in the administration of justice in the country.  

Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, will visit that country from 19 to 26 March to re-evaluate issues he has examined during his previous missions, including the situation of political prisoners, and the exercise of basic political freedoms.

The Special Rapporteur will also discuss with authorities in Myanmar his proposal for an independent assessment of allegations of human rights violations in ethic minority areas, including in Shan State, under the auspices of his mandate.

Mr. Pinheiro will present his preliminary observations from the visit to the fifty-ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights, currently underway in Geneva.

* * *

Human rights: Central Asia

17 March – A top United Nations rights official has wrapped up a two-week visit to Central Asia with a stop in Turkmenistan, where he urged decision-makers to step up cooperation with human rights institutions and activists to help address widespread allegations of grave violations of human rights.

The Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, was in the region to enhance dialogue and technical cooperation between the governments of Central Asia and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and to follow-up Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s visit to the area last October.

In Turkmenistan from 13 to 15 March, Mr. Ramcharan met with a number of high-ranking officials, including the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Education, and with representatives of the Institute for Democracy and Human Rights.

Mr. Ramcharan discussed with the leaders the submission of overdue reports to the UN human rights panels on efforts to implement international human rights conventions, noting that Turkmenistan had submitted none of the reports due under the covenants it had ratified. Recently, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) considered the situation in the country without a report, and had recommended that the Government avail itself of technical assistance from the OHCHR.

During his visit, Mr. Ramcharan also went to the Institute for Democracy and Human Rights and discussed possible areas of cooperation with the Institute’s leadership. In meetings with the Chairman of the Supreme Court, he discussed the idea of a conference for senior judges on international human rights law. He also explored the idea of stationing a human rights expert in the UN’s country office to work on human rights projects, including human rights education.

Prompted by a number of written submissions from international organizations and international non-governmental organizations about serious human rights violations said to be taking place in Turkmenistan, Mr. Ramcharan also met with local civil society leaders. They told him about what they considered grave deficiencies in the rule of law, abuses by law enforcement officials, the absence of opposition parties, and incidents of torture. They also voiced concerns on the right to education.

For his part, the Deputy High Commissioner called for full compliance with the principles of due process and fair trial, and suggested that the Government invite the UN’s top legal affairs experts to visit the country. He also suggested that the Government consider allowing visits from the UN’s top experts on torture, the right to education, and racial discrimination to look into the serious concerns raised by local leaders.

During his trip to Central Asia, which began on 4 March, Mr. Ramcharan also made stops in Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, as well as a brief stopover in Azerbaijan.

* * *

WHO

17 March – With little known about the origin and course of a recently emerged respiratory disease, the United Nations lead health agency today stepped up several activities aimed at strengthening international response to prevent a potential outbreak.

The World Health Organization (WHO) Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network is coordinating international efforts to identify the causative agent and effective treatment of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). The infectious disease, characterized by atypical pneumonia, spreads from person to person through close contact.

Through its regional office in Manila, WHO is establishing logistics bases and supply chains to ensure rapid provision of protective equipment and medicines needed to respond to a possible outbreak. Comprising 11 laboratories in 10 countries, the collaborative effort will also improve diagnostic precision and move work forward on the development of a diagnostic test.

Little is known about the clinical course and epidemiology of the disease, so WHO is calling on national health authorities to maintain close vigilance for suspected cases. To date, almost all reported cases have occurred in health workers involved in the direct care of reported cases and in family members.

Most of these new cases are presently concentrated in Hanoi and Hong Kong, where WHO teams are now assisting health authorities in outbreak management. In addition, they are collaborating on the collection of epidemiological and clinical data that can improve understanding of SARS.

Chinese authorities also issued a summary report on an outbreak of what may be the same or a related disease that began in Guangdong province in southern China in November and peaked in mid-February. The report, which includes data on the diagnosis and management of more than 300 cases, is presently undergoing analysis and is expected to further contribute to understanding of the syndrome.

* * *
WHO

15 March – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today issued an emergency bulletin warning travellers about a contagious form of pneumonia which has recently emerged in various part of the globe.

During the past week, WHO has received reports of more than 150 new suspected cases of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), which the agency called “an atypical pneumonia for which cause has not yet been determined.”

Canada, China, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China, Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam have all reported cases of the illness. Early today, a sick passenger and companions who travelled from New York to Frankfurt were removed from their flight and taken to hospital isolation. 

“This syndrome, SARS, is now a worldwide health threat,” said WHO chief Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland. “The world needs to work together to find its cause, cure the sick, and stop its spread.”

While the agency is not recommending that people restrict travel to any destination, it is advising travellers and airline crew to take certain precautions aimed at identifying and helping those affected by SARS, which is characterized by high fever and respiratory symptoms such as cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing. 

WHO is urging airlines to transfer any infected persons to a hospital for isolation, assessment and care. But the agency is not calling for any restrictions on the onward travel of healthy passengers who shared a flight with the sick individual.

* * *

Colombia

17 March – In a major achievement in the international fight against illicit drugs, the United Nations anti-drug office today said it expected a removal of 100 tons of cocaine from world markets, due to a 30 per cent decrease in Colombian coca cultivation.

 
“For the first time in over a decade aggregate coca cultivation in the Andean region, the main producer in the world, declined to 173,000 hectares,” the Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Antonio Maria Costa, told the press in Brussels today. “This decline will subtract over 100 tons of cocaine from world markets.”

The results of a survey conducted by UNODC in collaboration with the Government of Colombia show that as of 31 December, 102,000 hectares of coca were cultivated, compared to 144,807 hectares the year before. However, Mr. Costa said, this significant progress would bring about new challenges of alternative crop promotion.

First, Colombia’s crop reduction needs to be matched by alternative development programs to provide farmers with licit incomes,” Mr. Costa added. “Second, governments worldwide should concentrate on reducing demand and promoting drug-abuse prevention. The United Nations is fully mobilized behind such measures.”

The reduction in coca cultivation was reported in the departments of Putumayo, Meta, and Caqueta, where government-sponsored eradication took place last year. Further crop reductions in Bolivar, Cauca and Vichada departments were due to voluntary eradication and abandonment of fields.

* * *

World Water Forum

17 March – Nane Annan, wife of United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, participated today in the Third World Water Forum in Kyoto, Japan, where experts have gathered to seek ideas to forestall a future water crisis caused by population growth, pollution and climate change.

Addressing a session on “Sanitation, Water Supply and Water Pollution: for better health and sustainable environment,” Mrs. Annan emphasized the need for hygiene education as well as affordable, healthy water and sanitation systems, saying that “without hygiene, water and sanitation can only go so far.”

Almost 6,000 children die from diarrhoeal diseases every day and “this to a large extent is preventable” through hygiene education, she added.

Tomorrow, Mrs. Annan will help launch a campaign to ensure safe water and clean, separate sanitation facilities for boys and girls in primary schools, as well as hygiene education.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Good Afternoon.

           I’m going to be reading you statements on the Middle East, the Central African Republic, the Democratic

     Republic of the Congo; and I pray for your attention.  But we will start with Iraq.

           **Security Council

           Around 10:25 this morning, the Security Council began closed consultations on Iraq, as you know.

           The meeting is taking place in the formal chamber as the consultations room is being refurbished this week.

           The Secretary-General is attending the consultations and is expected to brief members on staff security.

           Prior to the consultations, the United Kingdom, the United States and Spain all said they will not pursue a

     vote on their draft resolution.

           A joint declaration issued over the weekend by France, Germany and Russia is out as a Security Council

     document.  The declaration, among other things, proposes a ministerial level meeting, to approve key disarmament

     tasks and establish an implementation timetable.  [The Council President subsequently announced that the high-level

     meeting will take place on Wednesday.]

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Now to my statements.  We will start with the Middle East:

           “The Secretary-General strongly deplores Israel’s continuing raids in the Gaza Strip.  These have already killed

     at least 12 people in the course of yesterday and today, including a four-year-old girl shot in the chest and a young

     American peace activist run over by a bulldozer.  He sends his deepest condolences to the families of the innocent

     victims.”

           “The Secretary-General is especially troubled that Israel appears to be flouting a central tenet of international

     humanitarian law, which requires it to take all possible measures to protect the civilian population during military

     operations.”

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on Central African Republic

           The second involves developments in the Central African Republic:

           “The Secretary-General has been following with deep concern the recent developments in the Central African

     Republic.  He forcefully condemns the military coup d’etat that took place over the weekend and the violence and

     pillaging that accompanied it.  He deeply regrets that such an act comes at a time when the Central African people

     and Government were embarking on an inclusive national dialogue.”

           “The Secretary-General calls for the speedy restoration of the constitutional order and for the respect and

     protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms of the civilian population.”

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           The third statement has to do with the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC):

           “The Secretary-General is very concerned by the rapidly deteriorating situation in Ituri, in particular the

     dangerous rise in the tensions between Rwanda and Uganda.  Everything must be done to ensure that further military

     confrontations do not erupt in this region, as they would undermine the recent hard-won gains in the peace process.”

           “The Secretary-General calls on all concerned to immediately establish the Ituri Pacification Commission and

     to work within that framework towards a peaceful solution to the situation in Ituri.  It is essential that all parties,

     including neighbouring States, cooperate in this process.

           “The Secretary-General again calls on all foreign forces to withdraw from the territory of the DRC, in

     accordance with their previous commitments, in order to pave the way for a lasting peace in the region.  He is

     committed to working closely with all parties to ensure their concerns are met through peaceful means.”

           **Cambodia

           We have some good news from Cambodia.  The delegations from the United Nations and Cambodia have

     reached a draft agreement concerning the prosecution under Cambodian law of crimes committed during the period of

     Democratic Kampuchea.

           In a statement to the press, Hans Corell, the head of the UN delegation and the UN Legal Counsel, spelled out

     the main features of the text with respect to the courts, potential indictees, and the court procedure.

           In explaining the difference in the situation between now and February last year, when the Secretary-General

     withdrew from the process, Corell said that the General Assembly has taken responsibility for the process and it would

     now be for the Assembly to examine the result of our negotiations and decide whether it is acceptable.  The matter

     must also go through the parliament of Cambodia for approval.

           The Secretary-General is expected to send a brief first report to the Assembly as requested by its resolution

     57/228.

           We have the full text of Mr. Corell’s statement upstairs which will give you quite a bit more detail about the

     agreement reached.

           **DPRK

           On Korea, the Personal Envoy of the Secretary-General, Maurice Strong, will again visit the Democratic

     People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) on 18 to

     22 March 2003.  The Personal Envoy will discuss with the DPRK Government progress on the emergency appeal by

     the Secretary-General to meet the immediate humanitarian needs in North Korea.  Mr. Strong will also share with the

     Government the results of his intensive meetings and consultations on other issues of mutual interest and concern.

           Also on Korea, on 14 March, the Republic of Korea (RoK) wrote to the Secretary-General in response to his

     personal appeal for the DPRK.  In the letter, the RoK announced contributions of 100,000 metric tons of food to the

     World Food Programme; $700,000 to the World Health Organization for the prevention of malaria outbreak; and

     $500,000 to UNICEF to assist children and other vulnerable groups.

           The Secretary-General has written to President Roh Moo-hyun to thank him for his generous contribution,

     which will allow UN agencies to continue to provide life-saving assistance to North Koreans. 

           **Myanmar

           The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, will visit that

     country at the invitation of the Government from 19 to 26 March 2003.

           He will seek to update himself on the issues that he has looked at during his previous missions, and he will

     also discuss with Myanmar authorities his proposal for an independent assessment of allegations of human rights

     violations in ethnic minority areas, including in Shan State, under the auspices of his mandate.

           Still on human rights, the Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan visited

     Turkmenistan from 13 to 15 March, concluding an official trip to countries in Central Asia.

           We have a press release with more details in my office.

           **World Health Organization Health warning

           The World Health Organization's Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network is coordinating an international

     effort to identify the cause of the outbreak Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS.  Eleven laboratories in 10

     countries are participating in the effort, which will improve the precision with which diagnoses can be made.  WHO is

     also working with national health authorities in many countries to identify an effective treatment for SARS.

           On Saturday, the World Health Organization issued a travel warning after receiving reports of more than 150

     new suspected cases in the past week.

           WHO issued emergency guidance for travelers and airlines, that does not restrict travel to any destination but

     advises anyone who has symptoms of the illness not to travel until they have recovered.  Symptoms include high fever,

     coughing, shortness of breath and difficulty in breathing.

           We have a press release upstairs. 

           **Liberia

           Fighting between Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and the Liberian government

     forces in Liberia’s Bong County has caused an estimated 15,000 persons to flee toward a town already hosting 60,000

     displaced persons.

           The UN humanitarian community in Liberia has dispatched a team to the area.

           **Mrs. Annan at World Water Forum

           At the third World Water Forum in Kyoto, Japan today, Mrs. Nane Annan, wife of the Secretary-General,

     addressed a session on ‘Sanitation, Water Supply and Water Pollution:  for better health and sustainable

     environment’.  Emphasizing the need for hygiene education as well as affordable, healthy water and sanitation

     systems, she said, “Without hygiene, water and sanitation can only go so far”.  Almost 6,000 children die from

     diarrhoeal diseases every day and “this to a large extent is preventable” through hygiene education,

     Mrs. Annan said.

           Tomorrow in Kyoto, Mrs. Annan will help launch a joint UNICEF/WSSCC ‘Water, Sanitation and Hygiene in

     Schools’ campaign to ensure safe water and clean, separate sanitation facilities for boys and girls in primary schools,

     as well as hygiene education.

           **Signing

           The last item for you today is a signing that took place on Friday.  Guatemala became the twentieth country

     to ratify the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their

     Families.  This ratification fulfilled the condition for entry into force of the Convention, which will now take place on 1

     July 2003.  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   What is the Secretary-General’s first reaction after the withdrawal of the second resolution?

           Spokesman:  I think you should ask him that when and if he comes out to the stake out after this session. 

     So, he chose not to make any statements to the press on his arrival this morning and he’s sitting in the consultations

     now.  And I believe he’ll be making a statement to the Council concerning the safety and security of UN staff in Iraq. 

     And we hope when he comes out he will tell you what that statement is.  And if he doesn’t, then he’ll tell us what to

     tell you.  Yes?

           Question:   Can you please clarify if there is an official statement by the Secretary-General telling the UN

     inspectors to get out; to leave Iraq?  It was on CNN as a quotation.

           Spokesman:  What was shown on CNN?

           Question:   On CNN it was “Secretary-General Kofi Annan ordered the UN inspectors to leave Iraq” in quotes.

           Spokesman:  When I left the Council 15 minutes ago he hadn’t yet addressed the Council.  So, let him

     address the Council and then he’ll come out and tell you what he said.  Yes?

           Question:   Could you explain what the situation was with the Council, the consultation room, and the

     renovations, why they first of all, met downstairs?

           Spokesman:  For some time now, I think it was a contribution from the Government of Germany, there was to

     have been a slight renovation of the consultation chamber.  And that work was to start today.  And so, they had

     previously agreed to move all consultations down to room 7.  Given the large number of members of delegations who

     are members of the Council who wanted to attend today’s session, they decided conference room 7 would be much

     too crowded.  And I guess to your disadvantage, they made a last-minute decision to bring the members up to the

     formal meeting room and hold the closed consultations in the formal meeting room.  And I saw all of you running

     desperately to get back up to the second floor; I apologize for that.

           Question:   There was not any thought of putting the renovations off because of the kind of day it was?

           Spokesman:      Certain individuals suggested that might be a good idea, but I think the plans had been in

     place for too long to make any changes.  It is a bureaucracy.

           Question:   And is it true that it was basically renovations to the seats?

           Spokesman:  I think that’s all it is.  I think they’re just re-surfacing or recovering the seats.  Yes, Liz?

           Question:   We know that Blix just got a call from a Washington official and Annan got a call from Negroponte

     last night.  What can you tell us about those calls and any details about the word from the US “Here is your advice to

     withdraw inspectors?”

           Spokesman:  Oh, you’ll have to ask the Americans what they told the people they called and the

     Secretary-General will have to talk to you when he gets out of the Council chamber.  It’s a fair question to put to him. 

     Serge?

           Question:   Fred Eckhard, a housekeeping matter.  We used to have a liaison office with Washington

     (inaudible)…he used to be in charge of this.  Since the relationship has become a little tough with Washington now,

     what happened to this office?

           Spokesman:  Still there, alive and kicking.  The Director is Catherine O’Neil, a US national.  And they’re very

     active in Washington monitoring Congress, legislative initiatives, reporting back to the Secretary-General’s office as

     well as to the Information Department. So, that is one of the 60 to

     70 information centres that we have in countries around the world.

           Question:   Fred Eckhard, in the past at a time of a tough situation it was used not as an information centre. 

     It was used as a liaison.  Are we going to do the same thing with… (inaudible)

           Spokesman:  I think these information centres are just that.  They’re not embassies.  And Member States in

     approving this idea of creating them in the mid-1940s made it clear that they did not want the UN to have embassies

     around the world.  So, they’re just purely information centres.  Yes, sir?

           Question:      (Inaudible) on what it means for the UN to be US’s (inaudible).  Don’t you think that’s unilateral?

           Spokesman:  Well, first we don’t know that unilateral action is going to be taken.  One of the things the

     members of the Council are discussing now is the latest diplomatic initiative by Germany, France and Russia.  I think

     they all recognize that the minutes are ticking away and there may not be many of them left.  But they have not at this

     moment given up the diplomatic solution.  So, let’s just hope against hope.  Yes?

           Question:   May I just follow up?  A different approach to that question, I think it was Ari Fleischer who just not

     too long ago said that the diplomatic window was closed.  So, what is your on that?

           Spokesman:  Well, there are 14 other members of the Council and three of them launched an initiative this

     weekend and the Council members are discussing it now.  I don’t know concerning the last part of your question about

     the future of the United Nations.  When the Secretary-General said that the UN’s work concerns much more than Iraq,

     I think we can say even should there be military action of any kind, either approved by the Council or not, the UN will

     have a huge amount of work to do.  If you look at the Azores communiqué, and look at the text carefully, there is a

     suggestion of a rather ambitious role for the United Nations in post-war Iraq.  We have not been formally told of this in

     any detail.  But from our experience in Afghanistan, Kosovo, and Bosnia, we’re kind of used to having surprises sprung

     on us.  So, we have been doing a lot of contingency thinking about the many different roles the UN might be asked to

     play by the Security Council.  And of course, our humanitarian agencies, even without a Security Council mandate

     have mandates of their own to assist the victims of war and catastrophes.  So, I think we’re going to have our hands

     full in Iraq with or without military action.  And the agenda is much broader than that. 

           Question:   I am sure you do remember the exact quote from Dr…. (?) “We never start it but we always have

     to clean it up?”  What were the exact words?

           Spokesman:  Well, the UN is a bit of a clean-up brigade.  But of course, we put a lot of emphasis in recent

     years, at least in 10 years or so, on conflict prevention.  And of course conflict prevention is built right into the Charter. 

     But conflict prevention as a kind of proactive political initiative to

     identify early on when conflicts arise, proactively deal with them diplomatically to try to prevent them from erupting into

     crises; that is something that we’ve been working energetically on in the last 10 years or so.  But when that fails, then

     you need the mop up brigade.

           Thank you very much.

           Richard has something on the General Assembly.

                                        Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           General Assembly President Kavan is in Washington today for a meeting with World Bank President James

     Wolfensohn.

           The main subjects to be discussed will be cooperation between the UN, the Bretton Woods institutions and

     the World Bank and preparation of the High-Level Dialogue on financing for development meeting, which is to take

     place later this year.  Also to be discussed, the work of the Ad Hoc Working Group on integrated follow up to major

     UN conferences, which is chaired by Mr. Kavan.

           Following the meeting, President Kavan will be attending a luncheon with senior Bank officials on the invitation

     of the President of the World Bank.

           Any Questions?

           Thank you.

                                              * *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��UNWIRE -IRAQ: UNEP Voices "Serious Concern" About Environment� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Handwashing" ��Daily Yomiuri - World water forum / 'Regular hand-washing saves lives'� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Dams" ��BBC -   Dams stir water arguments� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��ENS - World Forum Views Water as a Life and Death Issue� 


UNEP, UNESCO Say pollution threatens water systems in Africa 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Activists" ��The Guardian - Activists tapping into water row 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Golf" ��BBC - Golf 'is water hazard'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��New Scientist - Future looks bleak for Iraq's fragile environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "MarshArabs" ��The Sun News (Myrtle Beach) - Marsh Arabs' feelings mixed over U.S. war�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conservation" ��THE KOREA HERALD -  Conservation, convenience conflict at Mt. Bukhan:   
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