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Arctic Purity Despoiled, Europe Urged to Take Action 
BRUSSELS, Belgium, March 17, 2004 (ENS) - Melting permafrost, high levels of toxic chemicals, fragmentation of wildife habitat - the Arctic environment is under stress, and unless decisionmakers in industralized European countries address these issues, the region is due for some drastic changes, a new study reveals. 

In a joint report, the European Environment Agency (EEA) and UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Monday that the northern polar region faces a range of threats from unsustainable development, pollution and climate change. The European Union bears much of the responsibility for these threats and must take action quickly, the report warns. 

"Today it is industrialized countries, including the EU nations, that are the main users and the main sources of pollution affecting the region," said EEA chief Jacqueline McGlade. "The EU in particular has the potential to take a leading role in catalyzing the response on Arctic nations." 

The report was compiled by experts at the UNEP GRID Arendal center in Norway. It shows that once abundant fish species are being overharvested, and unique plant and animal species are under threat or disappearing due to climate change. 

Pollutants, some known to be cancerous, are present in key Arctic species, "causing great concern for human health," the report says. 
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The coal-burning power plant in the town of Inta, East-European Russian Arctic (Photo P. Kuhry courtesy Arctic Centre, University of Lapland)
The Arctic's unique nature is still "relatively undisturbed," the report says, but that cannot last. The peoples of the industrialized countries outside of the Arctic are the primary beneficiaries of Arctic resources. These same countries, including those in the EU, are a major source of pollution and other problems in the Arctic region. 

Europe is a major source of pollutants that contaminate the Arctic, the report says. "Heavy metals - mercury in particular - and organic chemicals, which do not easily break down in the environment, are key concerns." 

Oil spills could have catastrophic effects on some Arctic ecosystems, warns the report. 

European nuclear reprocessing plants are the second largest source of historical radioactive contamination of the Arctic. Within the Arctic, there are numerous military and civilian nuclear installations, especially on the Kola peninsula of northwest Russia, that pose risks for largescale radioactive contamination. 

Piecemeal development is also beginning to have a major cumulative effect on the Arctic environment, with adverse economic and social consequences for its indigenous peoples. 

"With the high levels of toxic chemicals in local Inuit peoples, the melting of permafrost and the retreat of glaciers across the region, the Arctic is like an environmental early warning system for the world," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

"Luckily there are measures to address these problems. On May 17 this year, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants will become legally binding. This international legal agreement commits governments to stop the production and dispersion of the so-called 'dirty dozen' highly toxic chemicals," Toepfer said. 

"In addition, the Kyoto Protocol can enter into force and set the scene for further measures to address climate change if the Russian Federation accedes to it," he said. 
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Sea ice of varying thicknesses in the European Arctic (Photo courtesy European Space Agency)
Inuit people have been trying to warn the industrialized countries that their environment - stable for millenia - is now changing rapidly. 

Inuit hunters say that they are seeing climate change every day. Sea ice is coming in later and melting sooner, and it is thinner in some areas. 

At last December's UN climate conference in Milan, Italy, the chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference, Sheila Watt-Cloutier, said polar bears and other Arcticanimals are threatened and so is the Inuit way of life. She says even if the Kyoto Protocol is fully implemented, the Arctic climate is sure to be altered by the greenhouse gases emitted by burning fossil fuels in industralized countries thousands of miles away. 

"If there's going to be any effective change in what's happening to our Arctic climate, we are going to have to go beyond Kyoto," said Watt-Cloutier. "Kyoto is merely a first step, and the least the United States and Russia and other countries can do is sign on to this very minimal instrument." 

Watt-Cloutier says the refusal of the United States and Russia to sign the Kyoto Protocol is a violation of Inuit human rights. 

The Inuit Circumpolar Conference, representing the 155,000 people who live within the Arctic Circle, intends to ask the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to document how the Inuit way of life is disappearing as the sea ice melts away. The human rights connection may be used to pressure the United States and Canada to limit their emission of greenhouse gases. 
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The Inuit people everywhere in the circumpolar region are feeling the impact of industrialization. (Photo credit unknown)
On the European side of the world, UNEP and the EEA aim to use their new report to contribute to the successful implementation of the EU's second Northern Dimension Action Plan, covering 2004 to 2006. 

Although the action plan's geographical priority is the Baltic area, it has the potential to address circumpolar and global issues affecting the resources and environment of the entire Arctic. 

The action plan, which includes a focus on sustainable development, is expected to play an important role in developing cooperation between the EU and regional bodies related to the Arctic, such as the Arctic Council. 

"The contributions that the indigenous peoples living in the High North and the Arctic can make to this process, and the role they play in the stewardship of the region, are of key importance for the implementation of the new plan," Toepfer and McGlade write in a joint foreword to the report. 

McGlade said, "Governments, regulators, indigenous peoples and the private sector need to work together to manage the Arctic's natural resources and use them responsibly and equitably. These and other measures will not be accomplished without genuine commitment at all levels, but Europe's connection to the Arctic more than justifies this commitment." 

The report "Arctic Environment: European Perspectives" is available at: http://reports.eea.eu.int/environmental_issue_report_2004_3/en
 __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Arctic region needs policy support - UNEP
Wednesday 17 March 2004
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A new report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the European Environment Agency (EEA) has warned that the Arctic region faces a growing threat from industrial and unsustainable activities that is unlikely to be curbed without positive environmental policies from the European Union and other areas. 

Fragmentation of wildlife habitats, over-fishing and over use of natural forest in the Arctic are among the main concerns presented in the report, while climate change and the presence of dangerous pollutants are also noted as key issues. 

"With the high levels of toxic chemicals in local Inuit peoples, the melting of permafrost and the retreat of glaciers across the region, the Arctic is like an environmental early warning system for the world,” said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

The report supports the environmental and economic potential of the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change, which it urges the Russian Federation to ratify to allow the treaty to enter into force. The Stockholm 

"When it comes to climate change, implementing renewable energy policies and other actions that lessen the huge financial burden of floods and other weather-related disasters will result in stronger, healthier economies. Rather than having a negative economic impact, the Kyoto Protocol can help stimulate clean economies that will benefit both the Arctic and Europe alike," added Toepfer.
Environmental Data Interactive

17 March 2004

Arctic report urges action over environment and local people
Drastic change looms for the Arctic environment and its indigenous people if decision makers, particularly within the European Union, do not sit up and take action.
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	People and species in the Artic are under threat from the industrialised world Courtesy of Thor S. Larsen, UNEP GRID-Arendal


The warning comes from a joint report produced by the European Environment Agency (EEA) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Unsustainable development, like over fishing, scalping of forests, and hardened use of toxic, bio accumulative chemicals are endangering species and habitats. 

Now, the footprint of the industrialised world is beginning to stamp on the indigenous Inuit people of the Arctic, who are starting to show signs of deterioration within their economy and society. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said: "With high levels of toxic chemicals in local Inuit peoples, the melting of permafrost and the retreat of glaciers across the region, the Arctic is like an environmental early warning system for the world." 

Speaking at the launch Prof. Jacqueline McGlade, EEA Executive Director called for a combined effort to rectify the situation. "Governments, regulators, indigenous peoples and the private sector need to work together to manage the Arctic's natural resources and use them responsibly and equitably."

"The European Union in particular has the potential to take a lead role in catalysing the response of the Arctic nations," she said. "Decision-makers need to take the current challenges seriously and find solutions to them through a structured process of consultation."

Mr Toepfer drew on the legislation already in place to tackle the problems, such as the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (see related story). He also talked of the potential held within the Kyoto Protocol for addressing climate change - however this is pending Russian signing of the treaty (see related story).

He commented on the economic benefits to be reaped from slowing down global warming - fear of an economic downturn due to Kyoto mechanisms has been felt over Europe in recent months (see related story). 

"When it comes to climate change, implementing renewable energy policies and other actions that lessen the huge financial burden of floods and other weather-related disasters will result in stronger, healthier economies. Rather than having a negative economic impact, the Kyoto Protocol can help stimulate clean economies that will benefit both the Arctic and Europe alike," he said. 

The authors of the report hope its findings will contribute to the implementation of the EU's second Northern Dimension action plan from 2004-06. This plan, focusing on sustainable development, is expected to play an important role in developing cooperation between the EU and regional bodies related to the Arctic - such as the Arctic Council.
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Worldwide Methyl Bromide Phase Out to be Addressed at March Meeting in Montreal

From California Certified Organic Farmers
Wednesday, March 17, 2004

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Worldwide Methyl Bromide Phase Out to be Addressed at March Meeting in Montreal

Santa Cruz, CA. March 16, 2004 - Over the past decade, great progress has been made under the 1987 Montreal Protocol and the Clean Air Act to phase out production and use of methyl bromide, the first pesticide to be included under the international Protocol. Production of methyl bromide has been cut 70 percent in industrialized countries since 1999 under the treaty timetable. But during the last year, the Bush administration has made proposals that would reverse these gains and cause methyl bromide production and use to start rising again. The treaty countries will meet at the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol March 24-26 in Montreal, Canada, to address exemption requests from the United States and other countries. The United States has requested more exemptions than all other countries combined. 

The Protocol requires methyl bromide to be completely phased out by 2005, except for limited amounts that the treaty parties agree are needed for so-called "critical uses." Representatives of environmental, health and organic agriculture groups are working together to convince the participating countries to deny a reversal of the substantial gains achieved. "It's the first time any country has proposed to reverse the phase out and increase the production of a chemical that's supposed to be eliminated," said David Doniger, policy director of the Natural Resources Defense Council's (NRDC) Climate Center. Doniger formerly worked for the Environmental Protection Agency and was on the U.S. delegation to the Montreal Protocol during the Clinton administration.

Vanessa Bogenholm, an organic strawberry, raspberry and vegetable grower from Watsonville, California, and chair of the board of California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF), has successfully grown strawberries using organic methods for the last six years. "I strongly believe that methyl bromide can be phased out of U.S. agriculture with no negative effects on farmers or consumers. I, and many other organic growers, have proven that strawberries can be grown without the pesticide, resulting in beautiful, delicious fruit that consumers scramble for. This ozone destroying chemical must be eliminated," said Bogenholm. Coincidentally, her first project as a researcher for the Santa Cruz County (CA) Agricultural Extension Service 16 years ago was to research methyl bromide alternatives. 

Recent data from California's Department of Pesticide Regulation show that methyl bromide use in strawberries - one of the biggest exemption requests - declined 11 percent from 2000 to 2001, and another 2 percent in 2002. The 2005 exemption request for California strawberries exceeds the total amount actually used in 2002.

Monica Moore, co-director of Pesticide Action Network North America (PANNA), has been working on the methyl bromide situation for more than a decade. "If a fraction of the money spent fighting the methyl bromide phase out had been put into alternatives when this issue first came up, both the ozone layer and agriculture would be much better off today. A ban of this ozone destroying pesticide is long overdue," she said.

Both Doniger and Bogenholm will attend the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol to lobby for a much smaller increase than the exemptions requested by the United States and other countries. They will be joined by Luis Gomero Osorio, a Peruvian agronomist who has worked on developing alternatives to methyl bromide and implementing bans on its use in Latin American countries for many years.

About CCOF - CCOF, a nonprofit organization, was founded in 1973 and is one of the nation's largest and oldest third-party organic certifying agencies. CCOF's purpose is to promote and support organic agriculture through:
- A premier organic certification program for growers, processors, handlers, and retailers.
- Programs to increase awareness of and demand for certified organic product and to expand public support for organic agriculture.
- Advocacy for governmental policies that protect and encourage organic agriculture.

About NRDC - NRDC is a national, non-profit organization of scientists, lawyers and environmental specialists dedicated to protecting public health and the environment. Founded in 1970, NRDC has more than 550,000 members nationwide, served from offices in New York, Washington, Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

About PANNA - PANNA works to replace pesticide use with ecologically sound and socially just alternatives. As one of five PAN Regional Centers worldwide, they link local and international consumer, labor, health, environment and agriculture groups into an international citizens' action network. This network challenges the global proliferation of pesticides, defends basic rights to health and environmental quality, and works to insure the transition to a just and viable society.
###

Contact: 
Monica Moore 
Co-Director 
Pesticide Action Network North America 
(415) 981-1771, ext. 328 
mhm@panna.org 

David Doniger
Policy Director
Natural Resources Defense Council
(202) 289-2403
ddoniger@nrdc.org 





For more information, contact:

Peggy Miars
Communications Director
California Certified Organic Farmers
1115 Mission Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
peggy@ccof.org
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

INSIGHTS: TOWARDS A LOW CARBON ECONOMY 

{Editor's note: Margot Wallstrom of Sweden, European Commissioner responsible for environment, shared her insights into dealing with global warming with corporate executives at the European Business Summit in Brussels on March 11, 2004} 

By Margot Wallstrom 

I would like to start this speech by quoting one of my favorite writers, Rolf Edberg. In 1966, he wrote, "This is mankind's home," "in the narrow borderland between the deathly heat beneath our feet and the coldness of space above us." 

He describes the fragility of our existence in poetic terms, "The atmospheric layer is so thin that it cannot be represented on any globe with even the finest brushstroke. At its thickest, it is only a few fractions of a millionth of the Earth's radius. This thin layer is what makes the difference between our planet and the sterile landscape of the moon." After reading that, one does feel the need to take better care of this fragile layer. 

It is a pleasure for me to address this conference today. I have four main messages: 

1. Climate change is happening. 

2. The Kyoto Protocol is an efficient and ingenious instrument to deal with the challenge of climate change. 

3. In the fight against climate change, there are significant opportunities for business and we are already seeing the first success stories for European companies. 

4. There are real solutions to the problem of climate change public authorities and business need to work together in applying these solutions. This would be to the benefit of all.
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Margot Wallstrom of Sweden is the European Environment Commissioner. (Photo courtesy European Commission)
As the quote I just read to you illustrates - climate change is one of the decisive challenges that our generation has to tackle. Our civilization can be traced back by about 10,000 years - exactly those 10,000 years that were characterized by a pretty stable global climate. Now we are endangering this stability, with unpredictable consequences for the lives of our children and our grandchildren. 

Already in 1988, the UN brought all the important scientists of the world together under the umbrella of the IPPC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change). They peer-reviewed all the scientific evidence and have reached consensus on three major reports so far. The writing is on the wall. 

We now know that the 20th century was the warmest century in this millennium. 

Even more, all of us that are here at this conference today have experienced the 10 warmest years on record they have all taken place since 1991. In most parts of Europe, the summer of 2003 was the hottest ever. In France alone 15,000 people died due to heat stress, in combination with increased air pollution by ozone and particulates. 

Southern Europe was plagued by large-scale forest fires. Agricultural losses across Europe were estimated at over €10 billion. The energy sector, too, proved to be vulnerable. The electricity supply was threatened in many countries of Europe due to a lack of cooling water for fossil fuel and nuclear power plants. 

To put it bluntly: How much more science do we need? 

Fortunately, people are waking up. A report from the Pentagon warns that the consequences of climate change will reduce the carrying capacity of our Earth. As global and local carrying capacities decline new tensions are likely to arise due to the fight for natural resources such as water. 

According to the Pentagon, this would have implications for the U.S. national security. 

In a different area, insurance companies keep reminding us of the staggering costs this already involves today. If the current trends of natural disasters continue, total insured economic losses are estimated to be in the range of US$30 to 40 billion in only 10 years time. 

This reminds us that climate change is far more than an environmental issue - it is a threat to the economy. In considering the costs of slowing down climate change, we should always keep in mind the costs if we do not take action. 

The Kyoto Protocol is the only credible and comprehensive international framework for addressing climate change. And, all the better, the Kyoto Protocol is a particularly ingenious tool. It allows for common but differentiated responsibility respecting the specific economic and environmental situation of each country. 
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Negotiators from the United States and China confer informally in Milan at the 9th Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change under which the Kyoto Protocol was agreed. December 2, 2003. (Photo courtesy IISD)
It provides clear targets towards which we can mobilize our efforts and measure our progress. And it caters for flexible and market-based instruments to reach these targets. 

Some are saying the EU is alone in its defense of the Kyoto Protocol. When you read certain reports, you would get the impression that the EU is riding off like some kind of Don Quixote fighting windmills alone. This is wrong! The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by more than 120 countries representing some three-quarters of the world's population, including most of the developed nations. 

In the United States, 10 Northeastern states are establishing a regional CO2 trading scheme based on an initiative by Governor [George] Pataki from the state of New York. 

True, the EU is a global leader in these efforts, but it is a leadership in active partnership with all countries and other stakeholders that are involved in the fight against climate change. And besides, we would not fight the windmills but rather support them. 

We need to get our facts right. Unless we adopt the right policies, emissions are expected to rise to about twice the level of 1990 around 2050. The only way out is the move towards a low carbon world limiting global warming to 2 degrees C. In order to achieve that, world emissions would have to peak around 2015 and then fall substantially. 

What are 2 degrees C? Not much some of you might think, but let's keep in mind that during the Ice Age, the average European temperature was only 5 degrees less than it is now. This is how much a few [degrees] centigrade can mean. 

This shows us clearly that whatever happens to the Kyoto Protocol the threat of climate change will not disappear. 

A recent report by the International Energy Agency (IEA) shows how much we have been doing since the 1970s to reach this path and also - unfortunately - how much we are at risk today of nullifying the useful efforts made in the past. 

Sheep and wind turbine co-exist on Kirkheaton Wind Farm in Northumberland, England. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto)
The IEA countries have significantly reduced the need for energy to fuel economic growth. Today, it takes one-third less energy to produce a unit of GDP as compared to 1973. Without these savings, energy use today would be 50 percent higher than it actually is. However, the growth in the transport sector, in particular passenger cars, means that total oil demand is still the same as it was in 1973. What we have to do is continue to step up our efforts to invest in energy efficient and low carbon equipment. 

World-wide, mankind is spending €2.7 trillion per year on energy. Of all primary energy, some 80-90 percent is being lost, for instance in energy conversion and transport processes, inefficient industrial processes, heating and cooling. 

Limiting this huge amount of waste makes a lot of economic common sense. But it also represents a huge business opportunity and will improve Europe's security of energy supply. 

Being the first mover can give European business the competitive edge. Environmental technologies can help us raise productivity, increase employment and improve our environment. Across the globe, carbon constraints are becoming clearer. This is giving EU companies new market shares thanks to the international framework in which we operate. Let me give you two examples. 

· Forty percent of energy is consumed in our homes and buildings. Existing low energy buildings require up to 10 times less energy than today's building stock. And this can be done with cost-competitive off-the-shelf technology and expertise. 

· Secondly. China is a booming automotive market. In 15 to 20 years' time, China's total vehicle fleet could overtake that of the U.S. Today, Chinese authorities are seriously considering implementing fuel economy standards for passenger cars. 

For almost 10 years, the European Union, in cooperation with the car manufacturers, has been developing the world's most ambitious strategy in this field. This sustained strategy was successful in Europe and will give us a significant first mover advantage on the fast growing car markets of the future. 

And you in business know that developing countries such as China, Brazil or South Africa no longer go for second best technology, instead they go for the "first best." And right they are! 

European companies should be ready to seize the new business opportunities of the future. I am heartened to see that many of them are already doing so today. 

But, of course, we need to see to it that our measures to fight climate change are truly cost effective. This is why the Commission invited all stakeholders from industry, NGOs and academia to contribute to the question: how can we create market based incentives to reward those technologies that we are going to need much more in the future? 

One of the strong messages emerging has been clear and simple - by creating a price for carbon and by creating a European market for emission reductions. This indeed leaves ample room for entrepreneurial flexibility to choose the most cost-effective response to emission reductions across Europe. 

But a market based instrument also implies scarcity, so as to create a positive price signal. That is the basic task the Member States are currently undertaking in preparing for the National Allocation Plans under the Emissions Trading Directive. 

I understand the pressures they are under, as those who will receive allowances for free want to obtain as much as they can. But I trust the common sense of both public and private players to ensure that no more allowances are distributed than the relevant companies need. By over-allocating Member States would deprive themselves of the tools they need to get on "the path to Kyoto" as prescribed by the directive. In this case, the Commission would have to act - and will act if necessary. 

Some have stated that price signals, for instance increased electricity prices, are an unintended effect. Some even went so far as to state that this element was overlooked when the Emissions Trading Directive was being developed. I can be formal in my reply: this was not the case! 

Many reports, including those of the IEA, have shown that price signals are the consequence of any climate change policy that calls on the market. We do know, however, that these price developments are going to be limited, in particular in comparison to the price decreases expected following liberalization of the electricity market. 

In less than a year from now, the emissions trading scheme will be up and running. It is attracting a lot of attention from around the world and in particular from industrialized nations such as Canada, New Zealand, Australia and others who have expressed interest in linking up their own future trading schemes with the European one. 

I am also pleased to see that the debate involves the U.S. Over there, businesses have already set up the Chicago Climate Exchange, a voluntary trading scheme, while climate and trading policies are being developed in several states. Also the discussion in the U.S. Senate on the McCain-Liebermann Act shows a welcome policy development on a nationwide trading scheme quite similar to the EU experience. 

Wallstrom rides her bicycle in Brussels (Photo courtesy European Commission)
I have been underlining the role of technology repeatedly today, and that is also the goal of the new Environmental Technologies Action Plan (ETAP) that the Commission adopted a few weeks ago. I know this issue is raised during your conference and I will therefore not address it in any further detail. 

Very shortly and in general terms, ETAP recognizes that many environmental technologies have a great potential to boost the competitiveness of companies while decoupling growth from pressure on the environment. ETAP seeks to overcome the barriers that still exist to the use of these technologies through a common European effort with all relevant stakeholders including business. 

This is only one of many interesting developments going on at the moment. Some technologies have a spectacular future in front of them. But for several of them the jury is still out and the right incentives should lead to the promising results. 

CO2 capture and storage, for example, would allow considerable CO2 savings and would buy time until alternative solutions become available or become less expensive. 

Hydrogen and fuel cells can deliver important energy efficiency gains with respect to present-day technology, and could give a significant boost to the use of renewable energy sources in the long term. 

By far the most promising source of energy are renewable energies as they are clean with low greenhouse gas emissions - or none at all. They are an alternative to importing fossil fuels and so help ensure energy security. 

Because many of them are decentralized, renewables can also remove the need to expand distribution and transmission systems. Renewables create new jobs and businesses many of them in rural areas. In considering policies related to renewables, all potential benefits need to be taken into account. 

The EU is at the forefront in promoting renewables. We have established an ambitious target of increasing the share of renewables in primary energy to 12 percent by 2010. As regards wind energy, European businesses lead a market now worth €15 billion and growing at 30 percent per year. This should encourage Europe to strive for world leadership in other areas as well, like photovoltaics, for example. 

To encourage investments in renewables we need a stable long term perspective and that is why countries around the world should develop targets for 2020. Similarly new public private partnerships are promising, but we should now move away from words to deeds. 

One way to do so is the Johannesburg Renewable Energy Coalition that the EU launched at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development. JREC - as we call it - has since grown to include 86 governments. These members, strongly supported by financial and corporate stakeholders, are committed to build a coherent and stable global framework to support renewable energy and set smart targets. 

In this context, I very much welcome the initiative taken by Chancellor [Gerhard] Schroeder in Johannesburg to host a world conference on renewable energy in Bonn in June 2004. At this conference, the Commission, which is hosting the JREC Secretariat, will, among others, present the results of its Patient Capital Initiative. 

Here, the Commission is exploring the feasibility of creating a new global public-private fund of funds aimed at risk sharing and risk capital formation. This should provide support to SMES (small and medium enterprises) and financial intermediaries that are driving the market today. 

I expect the business community to take a leading role in this most important event. And that is why I hope to see you there in large numbers, with lots of fresh ideas and practical plans for developing the emerging low carbon economy. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

EU Lawmakers Back Crackdown on Greenhouse Gases
BRUSSELS - A chemical that contributes to global warning will be banned from being used in car air conditioners under plans backed by EU lawmakers. 

The proposed law would force car makers to develop alternatives for the hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) which is 1,300 times more potent than carbon dioxide (CO2) at trapping heat in the atmosphere, a process known as the greenhouse effect. 

The proposals tackle three fluorinated gases - so called F-gases - used in a range of industrial activities: perfluorocarbons and sulphur hexafluoride as well as HFCs. 

Cuts in emission of F-gases used for example in air conditioning units were also endorsed by Members of the European Parliament's environment committee. 

The EU has agreed to cut emissions of environmentally damaging gases under the United Nations' Kyoto Protocol. 

Plans floated last year by the European Commission, would also ban F-gases from products such as aerosols and running shoes and require strict checks to stop the gases leaking from industrial air cooling equipment. 

The proposals aim to cut F-gases by almost a quarter by 2010. The executive Commission, Parliament and EU ministers must approve it before it can enter the statute book. 

Although F-gases account for only two percent of the EU's greenhouse gas emissions, compared with CO2's 80 percent, their usage has risen steadily with the demand for air conditioning. 

The EU has already passed a law to cap CO2 emissions from industries such as power generation, steel and cement making and to allow companies to buy and sell emissions allowances. 

The Environment committee's proposals will be analyzed before MEPs debate them again, possibly at the end of March. 

Story by Jeremy Smith 
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Pew Fellow Julia Horrocks to Expand Sea Turtle Conservation in Barbados

From Pew Institute for Ocean Science 
Wednesday, March 17, 2004

Miami, Florida, USA - Marine ecologist Julia A. Horrocks, Ph.D., has received a coveted fellowship from the Pew Institute for Ocean Science to expand and strengthen her sea turtle conservation work in the Caribbean. Horrocks, a senior lecturer in the Department of Biological and Chemical Sciences at the University of the West Indies, is one of only five 2004 recipients of Pew Marine Conservation Fellowships, the world's most prestigious award honoring and investing in applied ocean conservation science and outreach. Each Pew Fellow receives $150,000 over three years to carry out innovative, interdisciplinary projects related to marine conservation. The Pew Fellows Program in Marine Conservation is a program of the Pew Institute for Ocean Science at the University of Miami Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science, USA.

"I am delighted to welcome Julia Horrocks into the ranks of the world's most distinguished marine conservationists," says Ellen Pikitch, executive director of the Pew Institute for Ocean Science. "The competition for these prestigious awards is intense, and the honor is well-deserved."

Horrocks will use her Pew Fellowship to strengthen and expand the respected and effective Barbados Sea Turtle Project, which she started in 1987 to protect threatened populations of sea turtles in Barbados. She will develop and implement a post-graduate training course at 
the University of the West Indies (UWI) for technical personnel and policy makers managing endangered sea turtle populations in the eastern Caribbean. 

With her Pew Fellowship, Horrocks will also expand the Marine Turtle Tagging Centre at UWI to help other Caribbean nations develop more effective sea turtle tagging and monitoring programs, and contribute to more effective conservation and management of sea turtle populations in the region. The Marine Turtle Tagging Centre, an initiative of WIDECAST (the Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network), is managed by the Barbados Sea Turtle Project. The primary objective of the Centre is to improve local and regional management of sea turtle stocks by encouraging population monitoring (e.g., through tagging of individuals and use of standardized record-keeping tools), and by providing mechanisms to train participating organizations, provide essential equipment, and process international tag returns. 

The Pew Fellowship also will enable Horrocks to assess, manage, and promote ecotourism initiatives that encourage Caribbean sea turtle conservation. According to Horrocks, ecotourism may be "one of the few viable ways to encourage conservation and sustainable use of these animals in this area of the world." As an important component of this work, she plans to develop and disseminate "best practices" for existing and future hotels in maintaining nesting beach habitat for sea turtles. 

Soon after Horrocks established the Barbados Sea Turtle Project, a telephone "hotline" was created to increase knowledge about sea turtle nesting sites around the island and to allow immediate response to emergencies such as turtle strandings and hatchling disorientation. Horrocks manned the hotline single-handedly, 24 hours a day, for several years. Horrocks explains, "I responded to every call, by meeting the caller at the site, by day or by night, and this became the public's measure of our commitment and a cornerstone of our public awareness program. I am convinced that nothing replaces the one-on-one discussion of conservation issues on the beach with the vendor, water sports operator, fisherman, beach cleaner, or hotel security officer who has made the report." The hotline has become a nationally respected institution, now operated by graduate students and volunteers. It has contributed greatly to rehabilitation of sea turtle populations around Barbados. 

In 1990 the Project took a significant leap forward when Horrocks was invited to join WIDECAST as a country coordinator for Barbados. She and WIDECAST executive director Karen Eckert (a 1996 Pew Fellow) produced the first action plan for sea turtle recovery in the Caribbean.

Through the Barbados Sea Turtle Project, Horrocks and her students have conducted research and implemented monitoring programs for hawksbill, green, and leatherback sea turtles. The Project's monitoring programs have yielded a great deal of sound information, including more than ten years of data on hawksbill sea turtle nesting activity and five years of data on the population of hawksbills that feed on Barbados' reefs. In response to data indicating that sea turtle populations were severely depleted, a national moratorium on their capture and trade was established in 1998. 

Horrocks has helped to promote environmental awareness and sound conservation measures through the development of educational materials for school children, provision of advisory services to government agencies, and implementation of workshops for the hotel sector. Under Horrocks' leadership, the Project has produced and distributed thousands of brochures, posters, and other educational materials, and it has made countless presentations at schools and on radio and television. As a result, awareness and recognition of the need for marine conservation have increased markedly.

The Project's activities have been supported by a number of respected, internationally focused organizations--among them the Earthwatch Institute, the United Nations Development Programme, the British High Commission, and the Ocean Fund. A number of businesses and trusts in Barbados have also supported the Project, including the Tourism Development Corporation, Peter Moores Barbados Trust, Hightide Watersports, and Coconut Court Beach Resort. 

Horrocks, who was born in the United Kingdom, received her undergraduate degree in zoology and psychology from the University of Reading in Berkshire, UK. She obtained her doctorate in behavioral ecology and primatology from the University of the West Indies, and since 1984 has been a faculty member there. She has published scores of scientific articles, technical reports and popular articles, and has regularly represented Barbados at international meetings including CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora).


Contact Information for Julia Horrocks
Senior Lecturer
Department of Biological and Chemical Sciences
University of the West Indies, Barbados Campus
Cave Hill Campus, P.O. Box 64
Barbados, West Indies
Telephone: 246.417.4320
E-mail: horrocks@uwichill.edu.bb

For more information

The Barbados Sea Turtle Project website:
www.barbadosseaturtles.org

Earthwatch Research Expedition on Hawksbill Sea Turtles of Barbados (directed by Horrocks and the Barbados Sea Turtle Project):
http://www.earthwatch.org/expeditions/horrocks.html

Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plan for Barbados, Technical Report No. 12, 1992, published by UNEP's Caribbean Environment Programme:
http://www.cep.unep.org/pubs/techreports/tr12en/content.html

Photographs, an interview with Julia Horrocks, and other related materials are also available.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PEW FELLOWS PROGRAM IN MARINE CONSERVATION AND THE PEW INSTITUTE FOR OCEAN SCIENCE

The Pew Fellows Program in Marine Conservation is a program of the Pew Institute for Ocean Science in partnership with the University of Miami. The Pew Institute for Ocean Science strives to undertake, sponsor, and promote world-class scientific activity aimed at protecting the world's oceans and the species that inhabit them. The Pew Fellows Program annually awards five fellowships of $150,000 each that contribute to advancing solutions to the oceans' most pressing problems. The program seeks to foster greater public understanding of the direct and crucial relationship between life in the sea and life on land. By supporting the ingenuity and leadership of its distinguished Fellows, the program calls awareness to the critical state of our oceans and demonstrates viable solutions to some of the world's most urgent conservation challenges. For more information, visit the website of the Pew Fellows Program in Marine Conservation (http://www.pewmarine.org) or the Pew Institute (http://www.pewoceanscience.org).



__________________________________________________________________________________________BBC

Councillor plans to halt GM maize 
A councillor in Yorkshire is trying a novel way to ruin government plans to grow genetically modified (GM) maize. 
John Clark, a Liberal on Ryedale District Council, is supplying organic maize for people to grow at home. 

They would then have to be consulted about any GM maize being planned for the area, to avoid cross-contamination. 

The government's decision to agree in principle to the growing of a single variety of GM maize, but not beet and oilseed rape, has angered campaigners. 

Mr Clark told BBC Radio 4's Today programme: "I'm going to encourage people to take maize plants from me, to grow in their gardens, allotment and window boxes. 

"So the government then has to consult with each person if they want to grow GM maize." 

Ministers have indicated there has to be a safe distance between "farms" of organic and GM crops. 

But the distance required has yet to be quantified and the definition of farms yet to be set. 

Mr Clark denied it was sabotage and claimed he was merely putting the public into a debate in which they had previously been ignored. 

Greenpeace fury 
He said he hoped his offer would be taken up by thousands of people. 

Environment Secretary Margaret Beckett announced last week that a herbicide-tolerant variety of GM maize could be commercialised in England. 

She told MPs the government would oppose the growing anywhere in the European Union of beet and oilseed rape - the two other GM crops involved in recent tests, known as the farm-scale evaluations. 

Greenpeace said it was incensed the government had chosen to ignore British public opinion. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________Reuters

GM Could Help Plants Adapt to CO2 Warming - Expert
LONDON - Genetic engineering might offer a way of reducing the impact of global warming on indigenous species of plants and trees, a scientist said. 

Simon Thornton-Wood, head of science at Britain's Royal Horticultural Society (RHS), told Reuters that genetic modification (GM) could offer a solution to the steady rise in temperatures. 

"There are solutions to all the sorts of problems like climate change, and all the pest and disease problems that we have today...and the answer might in large part be GM," he said on the margins of an RHS science exchange meeting in London. 

Earlier this month, Britain approved the commercial planting of genetically modified maize cattle feed, prompting warnings of a flood of what critics call Frankenstein foods. 

"It is certainly true that scientists can foresee ways in which GM could help. It is a question of whether public opinion is going to allow scientists to make those explorations," Thornton-Wood said. 

Scientists predict that average temperatures could rise by around two degrees centigrade over the next half-century, pushing temperate growing zones steadily northwards. 

Thornton-Smith said that while such a change appeared on the surface to be minimal, it would actually have a potentially catastrophic impact on growing conditions for all types of plants from fruits to flowers. 

"Really it is quite significant because so many plants that we are familiar with require the particular conditions of - in the case of our fruit - frost early in the season," he said. 

While at face value it might seem good news for people that northern summers and winters might get warmer, the same might not be true for plants. 

"There is the question of whether other conditions like the soil type actually occur in the new climatic zones. 

"For instance those Mediterranean plants which from a summer point of view are now ideally placed in Britain, might be faced with waterlogging and those sorts of problems in the winter," Thornton-Wood said. 

While it would be preferable to actually change practices like high-volume carbon dioxide release that have led to climate change, most of what is predicted is already in the pipeline and therefore unstoppable. 

Genetic modification could help mitigate some of the worst effects, Thornton-Wood said. 

"This is more than a debate about food safety. This is a debate that could touch on some quite unexpected aspects of our lives. 

"It is no longer a matter of what you are buying in your supermarket. It is the very environment in which you live," he added. 

Story by Jeremy Lovell 

Story Date: 18/3/2004 

Back to Top
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General environment news

International Scientists Study Traveling Cloud of Saharan Dust

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (Washington, DC): U.S., Spanish scientists study how dust cloud may influence climate along its route Scientists know that dust from the Sahara Desert is carried by the westward winds far across the Atlantic Ocean to the United States and the Caribbean, but questions remain about why this happens and how it affects the atmosphere. An international team of scientists has an expedition underway to find some answers. A research cruise with scientists from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Spanish Institute of Oceanography started in Barbados February 29 and will end March 26 in Puerto Rico. The expedition – the AERosol Ocean Science Expedition or AEROSE 2004 -- is following an Atlantic route that will allow the team to track the dust and study its effects. "The trans-Atlantic movement of African dust could have a significant impact on climatic, biogeochemical and meteorological phenomena in the tropical Atlantic," said Pablo Clemente-Colon, chief scientist for the AEROSE expedition. The dust has been associated with respiratory problems in the United States and Caribbean, and it may account for fungi in corals of the Caribbean and south Florida, and algal blooms in the Gulf of Mexico. Further information is available from the AEROSE 2004 Web page at: http://orbit35i.nesdis.noaa.gov/orad/sar/oceansar/AEROSE2004/

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403170752.html
Dust Covers Mt Rwenzori

New Vision (Kampala): THE Rwenzori Mountains have remained engulfed in a dusty mist, which descended on the country a week ago, rendering the entire area invisible. Sources close to the offices of the Rwenzori Mountaineering Services in Kasese town said the Magherita peak had become invisible. The entire lowland covering Queen Elizabeth National Park and Lakes George and Edward has been strongly affected. Bundibugyo district information officer said the mountains were clouded most of the time and the sun appeared for a few hours daily before it disappeared in the silvery dust. Experts have attributed the dust to a cyclone over Madagascar, which has drained air from the Sahara Desert and the Northern Hemisphere. The experts said there was a build-up of pressure over the desert followed by falling pressure over Saudi Arabia, tending to generate dusty winds from the Sahara Desert.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403170561.html
Close to 800,000 Affected By Cyclone Gafilo
UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Humanitarian agencies were gearing up on Tuesday to assist close to 110,000 people after a tropical cyclone hit Madagascar twice in the past 10 days. The death toll from Gafilo now stands at 74 and an estimated 200,000 people are without shelter, according to officials. "Now that we have done an assessment, we can say that the damage from the cyclone is a lot worse than we expected. Some areas have been completely destroyed," UN Country Representative Bouri Sanhouidi told IRIN. Most of the damage was caused by flooding in the wake of Gafilo's 225 km/hr winds. "This raises the possibility of the outbreak of waterborne disease, but a long-term concern is the destruction of crops and increased food insecurity," Sanhouidi added. According to the latest situation report from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), roads and bridges connecting the northern port city of Antalaha to outlying villages were inaccessible.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403170056.html
Southern Africa: Concerns Over Regional Flooding

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Concern is growing in Southern Africa over the risk of serious flooding during the current rainy season which could further exacerbate food shortages. According to the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Early Warning Unit, many rivers across the region are in flood, or threatening to spill their banks after recent heavy downpours. The rising level of the Zambezi River is being anxiously watched. The river begins in the highlands of Angola and Zambia and flows along the eastern edge of Namibia's Caprivi Strip to the border between Zambia and Zimbabwe before flowing through Mozambique to the Indian Ocean. Officials in the Caprivi reported this week that the water level of the Zambezi had passed the five metre mark and was rising by 13 to 15 centimetres every day. Local media in Mozambique reported on Wednesday that over 3,000 people in the central Sofala province were facing severe food shortages due to destroyed crops caused by flood waters, after the Pungue river burst its banks two weeks ago. Heavy rains in Angola destroyed 60 percent of croplands in the central province of Huambo, dashing hopes that many families would be food secure at the end of the current growing season. A quarter of the province's 1.5 million people will now need food aid. Rains in Zimbabwe has resulted in the northeast and southeast areas of the country being placed under flood alert. In Botswana reports indicate that islanders in the northwestern Okavango Delta have resisted advice from the authorities to vacate their islands, despite being surrounded by flood waters. The SADC early warning unit stressed that the recent heavy rains in the Okavango basin were the highest observed in the last 20 years.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403170462.html
Government Against Import of Genetically Modified Products

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): Angolan Government is against the entry in the country of transgenetic or genetically modified products, said today in Luanda the minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Gilberto Buta Lutucuta, at the end of a session of the country's Cabinet Council Standing Commission. "The Government defends that actually should not be admitted in the country genetically modified products, because up to now we don't know for sure what really these products can bring as an alteration to human health and also to animal health," said the minister. Questioned as to whether the country was prepared to control the entry of such products, the minister said there are some facilities with the Phytogenetic Committee, and defended the need for urgent training of qualified personnel to handle this biotechnology area. "There is actually the need on our part to strengthen this area so that in a near future we can reject, having however the basis to verify if the products are genetically modified or normal," Buta Lutukuta stressed. On the other hand, Angola's Cabinet Standing Commission yesterday in Luanda approved the draft law on import of any variety of seeds, transgenetic or genetically modified grains.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403170781.html
Cabinet Council Analyses Draft-Law On Biological Resources

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): The Standing Commission of the Angolan Council of Ministers meeting in Luanda is analysing the draft-law on biological and aquatic resources. Presided over by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos, the gathering is also discussing the draft-law that turns the National Publishing House into a public company and approved its statute.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403170432.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Indonesia, VN key to turtles’ survival

The Nation (Bangkok), March 17, 2004 – Indonesia and Vietnam play crucial roles in the decreasing number of endangered Hawksbill turtles in the region, says Traffic, an international wildlife trade-monitoring network.

The network called for urgent and effective management and enforcement efforts by two countries to secure a future for the critically endangered species in the region.

Traffic’s report on illegal trade in turtles and turtle parts – presented during a regional meeting on marine turtles which began yesterday at the conference center of the United Nations’ Environmental Programme in Bangkok – showed that huge numbers of Hawksbill shell plates were illegally exported from the two countries to Japan during 2001-2002.

…As Thailand is not a member of the agreement, it is participating in the meeting as an observer. However, it is possible the government will sign the agreement this week.

Marine turtle experts to review progress on conservation, UN agency reports
UN News Centre, 16 March 2004 – Marine turtle experts have gathered in Bangkok this week to measure the progress made since a regional secretariat to help protect the animals and their habitat was established a year ago, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported today.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=10095&Cr=turtle&Cr1= 

Green Groups Urge Eu to Heed Arctic's Plight 
Tehran Times, March 17, 2004 - BRUSSELS (Reuters) -- The European Union must urge Russia to meet global commitments in reducing global warming if the Artic region is to be saved from destruction, environmentalists said on Monday.
… "Climate change is happening twice as fast in the Arctic as in the rest of the world," Svein Tveitdal, a senior official at the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) told a news conference, asking the EU to maintain its diplomatic efforts.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=3/17/2004&Cat=7&Num=2 


Asia Doing More to Protect Marine Turtles 
Yahoo News, March 17, 2004 - BANGKOK, Thailand - Asian governments are making greater efforts to protect marine turtles and their habitats, the United Nations (news - web sites) said Wednesday at the start of a four-day meeting to review the status of the threatened species. 
The meeting, sponsored by the U.N. Environment Program, brings together marine turtle experts from 25 countries and observers from private agencies.
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=624&ncid=753&e=10&u=/ap/20040317/ap_on_sc/marine_turtles 

Asia Doing More to Protect Marine Turtles

U.N.: Asian Countries Showing Greater Commitment to Conservation of Marine Turtles

ABC News, March 17, 2004 - http://abcnews.go.com/wire/World/ap20040317_456.html 

and also in:

Seattle Post Intelligencer, WA , March 17, 2004 -http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/apscience_story.asp?category=1501&slug=Marine%20Turtles  

CTV, Canada, March 17, 2004 - http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/1079540737839_74949937/?hub=SciTech 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune, FL, March 17, 2004 -  http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20040317/API/403170695 

Newsday, NY, March 17, 2004 - http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/world/wire/sns-ap-marine-turtles,0,3465932.story?coll=sns-ap-world-headlines 

Tuscaloosa News (subscription), AL, March 17, 2004 - http://www.tuscaloosanews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20040317/API/403170695
Biloxi Sun Herald, MS, March 17, 2004 - http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/8207683.htm
New York Newsday, United States, March 17, 2004 - http://www.nynewsday.com/news/nationworld/world/wire/sns-ap-marine-turtles,0,7514225.story?coll=sns-ap-world-headlines
Kansas City Star (subscription), MO, March 17, 2004 - http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/8207683.htm?1c
Fort Wayne Journal Gazette, IN, March 17, 2004 - http://www.fortwayne.com/mld/journalgazette/8207683.htm
San Jose Mercury News, CA, March 17, 2004 - http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/world/8207683.htm 

San Luis Obispo Tribune, CA , March 17, 2003 - http://www.sanluisobispo.com/mld/sanluisobispo/news/local/8207683.htm
*****************
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UN or UNEP News

China, UN to assess progress toward development goals
Xinhuanet 2004-3-17

China, together with the United Nations, will examine its progress toward meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) March 25 to 27 during a high level international conference on MDGs, according to a United Nations senior official here Tuesday. 

Khalid Malik, Resident Representative of UNDP and UN Coordinator in China, said a report on China's performance and challenges on meeting MDGs would be released at the meeting. 

The main topics of the meeting are poverty, development and equality, health, AIDS, environmental sustainability, and regional and global cooperation. 

Malik said that Chinese State Councilor Tang Jiaxuan, senior UN officials and ministers of Asian-Pacific nations will attend the meeting.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-03/17/content_1369617.htm
General Environment News

China will continue to implement the strategy of sustainable development

People’s Daily, China Daily, Economic Daily 2004-3-17

According to the Report on the Work of the Government delivered by Premier Wen Jiabao at the Second Session of the Tenth National People's Congress (NPC) on March 5, 2004, one of the principal domestic tasks for 2004 is to continue to implement the strategy of sustainable development. Wen said “ We will vigorously implement the strategy of sustainable development and successfully carry out all work related to population, natural resources and the environment in line with the need to balance development of man and nature.” He also said “We will implement the national plans for ecological and environmental protection and conservation conscientiously and implement a strategy for developing forestry focused on ecological conservation. We will intensify law enforcement to strengthen ecological and environmental control and monitoring. We will strictly control the discharge of major pollutants and work hard to eliminate environmental pollution that seriously threatens people's health and safety. We will energetically promote the recycling industry and clean production. We will protect our land and resources in accordance with the law and utilize them rationally. We will pay close attention to the development and protection of marine resources. We will better conserve our water resources and use them more economically. We will do a good job of disaster prevention and reduction.”
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-03/16/content_315302.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan calls for immediate halt to deadly Albanian-Serb violence in Kosovo

*
Nothing on Rwanda ‘black box’ so far links it to fatal plane crash – UN spokesman

*
UN food agencies supply food, aid after Haiti’s Agriculture Ministry looted

*
Annan urges international resolve to help Iraqis after latest terrorist attack

*
Investigation continues into Iraqi Oil-for-Food programme, UN spokesman says

*
DR of Congo: UN mission stepping up efforts to stem illegal arms flows

*
UN nuclear watchdog chief in Washington for talks with Bush, US officials

*
Nigeria poised to launch major polio vaccination drive – UN envoy

*
ECOSOC continues preparing for high-level talks on financing for development

*
UN says despite improvements, children’s health in DPR of Korea still threatened

*
‘Real security’ vital for any refugee returns to southern Sudan – UN 

*
US offers interest-bearing loan to refurbish UN, pending congressional approval

*
World must seek lasting social, economic solutions for refugees – UN    

*
UN warns Central African Republic risks major humanitarian crisis as donations lag

*
UN deploys regional human rights adviser for Central Asia

* * * *

Kosovo

17 March – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for an immediate halt to the violence between ethnic Albanians and Serbs in United Nations-administered Kosovo, which has reportedly left at least seven people dead and hundreds injured amid repeated bursts of automatic gunfire and explosions. 

The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) said a large riot erupted after a crowd of some 3,000 people gathered in the south of the ethnically divided town of Mitrovica, attacked the UNMIK police station and regional headquarters, then marched across a bridge and attacked Serbs in the north. 

It added that the situation was far from stable and there were reports of clashes elsewhere in Kosovo, which has been under UN administration since 1999 when NATO confirmed the withdrawal of Yugoslav troops from the province following fighting between ethnic Albanians and Serbs.

In a statement issued by his spokesman in New York, Mr. Annan strongly condemned the violence, which also hit the towns of Lipljan, Pec, and Gnjilane, and said preliminary reports indicated that several KFOR international security force soldiers and UNMIK civilian police were among the casualties.

“He urges all parties involved to bring an immediate halt to the violence, which jeopardizes the stability of Kosovo and the security of all its people,” the statement added.

Expressing full support for the efforts of his Special Representative and the rest of the international community in Kosovo, Mr. Annan called on local authorities to help return the situation to normal, and bring to justice those responsible for the violence.

Declaring “this is a dark day for Kosovo,” Special Representative Harri Holkeri issued a statement in Pristina, the capital, calling on people to return to their homes and allow the police and KFOR to do their jobs and provide security for everyone.

“There is no excuse for further violence,” he said. “It is essential that people remain calm and do not add to the tension and general insecurity.”

* * *

Rwanda

17 March – Nothing heard so far on the cockpit voice recorder (CVR) found last week at the United Nations links it to the 1994 aircraft crash that triggered the Rwanda genocide, a UN spokesman said today.
On Tuesday the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) – the UN’s internal watchdog – took the so-called black box to the United States National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) in Washington, D.C., where it was opened in the presence of experts from the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), a UN agency.

Spokesman Fred Eckhard said some conversation in French could be heard on the 30-minute tape but nothing so far links the CVR to the crash on 6 April 1994 of the plane carrying Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana and his Burundian counterpart Cyprian Ntayamira. Their deaths set off a chain of killings and massacres throughout Rwanda that year, with the death toll from the genocide mounting to more than 800,000 people, mostly minority Tutsis and “moderate” Hutu.
“Additional expert attention, as is normally the case, will be required to determine the exact contents of the tape,” Mr. Eckhard said at a press briefing in New York. “This process will take some more time, the length of which cannot be determined now. Only when this additional review is completed can any definite conclusions be drawn.”

Last Thursday Mr. Eckhard announced that after an internal inquiry – prompted by reporters’ questions – a black box had been located the previous day in a locked filing cabinet in the Air Safety Unit of the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations. Following the discovery, Secretary-General Kofi Annan ordered the OIOS to look into exactly what happened 10 years ago and how the UN came into possession of the device.

* * *
Haiti

17 March – As United Nations agencies reported that Haiti’s basic services were being restored, one UN food agency said the Ministry of Agriculture was “totally looted” in the outbursts of violence that surrounded the 29 February departure of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and another distributed tons of food to northern schools.

The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for Haiti, Reginald Dumas, who is in charge of peacekeeping and helping to make long-term national political plans, was attending the inauguration of a new cabinet, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said. Its members were chosen by Prime Minister Gerard Latortue, who was sworn in on 12 March.

Mr. Dumas met Interim President Boniface Alexandre yesterday.

In response to a question at the daily press briefing, Mr. Eckhard said he was not sure of the legal path followed by Haiti, given that its constitution called for a Parliament, which was currently not functional, to approve a change of President. There had been no effort by the new government to withdraw the UN credentials of the existing Permanent Representative at the UN, he added.

Meanwhile, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reported that the Agriculture Ministry had been emptied, he said. FAO has launched an appeal for $4 million to help Haiti’s small farmers.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP), having started to receive containers of food from seaports, said it had delivered 20 tons of food to schools in northern Cap Haitien and was sending another 70 tons of supplies to the area today, he said.

The UN humanitarian assessment mission went yesterday to Saint Marc, 90 kilometres north of the capital, Port-au-Prince, and reported that commerce and the supplying of basic services were slowly resuming, while the capital’s port was now considered secure, Mr. Eckhard said.

* * *

Iraq

17 March – Reacting to the latest deadly bombing in Baghdad, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan described today’s terrorist attack as “very tragic” and called for international cooperation to help Iraqis go about their daily lives in peace.

In response to a media question following the bombing of a Baghdad hotel and adjacent apartment building, Mr. Annan said the violence and series of terrorist attacks there recently are disrupting not just efforts to stabilize Iraq but also the lives of average Iraqis.

“I think it is very tragic that we are having all of these brutal attacks…And it is really, really, very difficult for people who have suffered so much to go through these sort of daily and frequent bombings. It is really painful,” he said.

The Secretary-General called for support from everyone to try “to bring a modicum of stability to Iraq,” and urged the international community and those people working alongside Iraqis to “remain steadfast and determined.”

* * *

Iraq: Oil-for-Food
17 March – The United Nations auditing office is continuing its investigation into allegations of corruption within the Iraq Oil-for-Food programme, interviewing a number of former employees of the largest-ever UN humanitarian operation, a spokesman for the world body said today.

Spokesman Fred Eckhard said the Office for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) is proceeding as best it can with its probe, talking to UN and former Oil-for-Food personnel, as well as people outside the Organization.

“It isn’t just that they’re waiting for the Governing Council to provide copies of the documentary evidence that some members of the Council indicated that they had,” Mr. Eckhard said at the daily press briefing, adding that “we don’t yet know whether we will ever get this evidence from Baghdad.”

Established by the Security Council in 1996, the Oil-for-Food programme allowed the Government of Iraq to sell oil for food and humanitarian supplies, and served as the sole source of sustenance for 60 per cent of Iraq’s estimated 27 million people. The operation, the largest-ever in financial terms, became obsolete when last May the Council lifted sanctions imposed on the country for its 1990 invasion and subsequent occupation of Kuwait.

Mr. Eckhard noted today that Secretary-General Kofi Annan did not have “the authority to investigate some of the other allegations that have been made in the media about wrongdoing by governments or companies.”

Asked whether Mr. Annan would favour the Security Council’s possible appointment of a commission to investigate the programme, the spokesman said the Council would have to decide what it wanted to do.

Responding to a question about whether Mr. Annan trusted the programme’s administrator, Benon Sevan, the spokesman said the Secretary-General did. “At the same time,” Mr. Eckhard added, “as a responsible administrator, [the Secretary-General’s] got to investigate these allegations against Benon and others, and he’s doing that through OIOS.” 

As for whether any alleged corruption regarding oil-for-food contracts was something that the programme itself should have had the responsibility to investigate, Mr. Eckhard said it had no mandate to oversee or investigate those kinds of charges reported in the media.

“It would be something for the Security Council through the Sanctions Committee – the 661 Committee – to look into,” the spokesman replied. “It would be something for governments, either individual governments to investigate their own national companies, or the Security Council collectively to look at the actions of companies or governments for that matter, in relation to the Oil-for-Food programme.”

* * *

DR of Congo

17 March – Responding to the Security Council’s recent condemnation of illegal arms flows to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the UN mission there today said it will concentrate on helping to control the black market traffic in weapons bound for the Central African country.

The spokesman for the UN Organization Mission for the DRC (MONUC), Hamadoun Toure, reminded journalists in Kinshasa that in a resolution approved on Friday, the 15-member Council re-affirmed the obligations of all States to prevent the provision of arms, materiel and other assistance to armed groups operating in North and South Kivu and in Ituri.

He added, however, that maintaining an arms embargo was not enough, if no solution to the conflict in the eastern region was found.

The Special Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, William Lacy Swing, regarded the Council resolution as extra pressure for the implementation of the July 2003 arms embargo, the spokesman said.

Meanwhile, MONUC’s marine forces were deployed in the area of Lake Albert to watch for any arms flows to the country’s eastern region, Mr. Toure said.

MONUC’s military spokesman, Col. Abou Thiam, said at least 30 foot patrols and 50 vehicular patrols had been organized by the mission’s Ituri Brigade for Bunia and other patrols had been deployed in other Ituri districts.

* * *

IAEA

17 March – The head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency is in Washington today for talks with senior officials of the United States on a range of issues, including the agency’s verification of Iran’s nuclear programme.

Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), is scheduled to meet US President George W. Bush, Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage and other senior officials, a UN spokesman said.

The high-level working meetings will focus on current efforts to strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation regime.

On Monday Mr. ElBaradei said Iran would accept the return of IAEA inspectors on 27 March. Over the weekend, the Agency’s Board of Governors adopted a strongly worded resolution on Iran’s omissions in reporting its clandestine nuclear ambitions, calling on Tehran to take a number of steps to rectify the situation. Mr. ElBaradei is due to report back to the Board on the matter in May.

* * *

Polio

17 March – Having resolved controversies over the oral polio vaccine, Nigeria, which was the source of the re-emergence of the disease in the region, is now ready to relaunch its national drive to eradication the paralyzing and often fatal illness, the UN envoy on the issue said today.

Last August, the northern Nigerian state of Kano suspended the anti-polio drive, sparking an uncontrolled polio epidemic. As a result, in 2003, Nigeria represented 43 per cent of all global polio cases, while the disease spread to eight formerly polio-free African countries. 

In response, the Secretary-General dispatched Ibrahim Gambari to the country to ensure that Nigeria begin a nationwide polio immunization drive as soon as possible. The envoy travelled extensively across the country and met with top-level officials – past and present – as well as religious and other leaders.

Speaking to reporters in New York today, Mr. Gambari said a Nigerian committee had reported on the safety of the oral polio vaccine. “While the contents are still confidential, the tone was quite positive,” he said.

The report has been submitted to President Olusegun Obasanjo. “What we are hearing is that all the 33 members of the committee are signing on to its conclusion, and the conclusion appears to be positive,” he said.

The President is meeting with key leaders “to sensitize them to the contents of the report, the safety of the vaccine, and to lay the foundation for resuming immunization throughout the country,” Mr. Gambari added.

When the campaign resumes – “hopefully on March 22” – the President has promised to personally join the bid to ensure that all children are vaccinated.

The envoy said he has appealed to all concerned to “reduce the level of rhetoric in the media on both sides” while the modalities of resuming the immunization drive are worked out.

“The steps already taken or outlined by the authorities and other stakeholders in Nigeria, if fully implemented – and I’m cautiously optimistic that it will be – will no doubt contribute significantly to the resumption of polio immunization campaigns throughout Nigeria, and thereby advance the goal of global eradication of polio,” he said.

* * *

ECOSOC

17 March – How to implement global anti-poverty goals topped the agenda of a meeting of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at United Nations Headquarters in New York today, which brought together senior UN officials and their counterparts from across the globe.

ECOSOC President Marjatta Rasi of Finland stressed the Council’s central role in fostering “pro-poor” policies and following up on commitments made at major UN conferences. She especially stressed the importance of attaining targets set in the Brussels Plan of Action for the most economically disadvantaged States and in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) adopted at a 2000 UN summit.

During its substantive session later this year, ECOSOC will hold a high-level meeting on mobilizing resources and fostering an enabling environment for poverty eradication in the coming decade.

Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, said this theme would provide a special opportunity for the international community to consider proactively the specific measures that could be taken to help those nations.

Looking forward to a meeting next month between ECOSOC and the “Bretton Woods” international financial institutions, he said participants should focus on issues related to financing for development within the framework of the Brussels action plan.

He added that the April meeting should foster dialogue aimed at enhancing coordination among multilateral agencies for the effective delivery of development and poverty reduction support. Until now, he said, all financing for development to support those countries had been based on official development assistance. With the new challenges being faced today, attention should be turned to increased foreign direct investment, debt cancellation, trade opportunities and, at the same time, new avenues besides the traditional financing support for LDCs.

Ambassador Chowdhury said for their part, those countries should further explore “South-South” cooperation as an alternative – not as a substitute – way to fund their development. He also hailed the UN’s establishment last year of a World Solidarity Fund to support the poorest countries and said it should become operational as soon as possible.

Jeffrey Sachs, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on the MDGs, told the session that to really improve security, it was necessary to think about the children that were dying in the LDCs – 100 infants out of every 1,000 – as well as the fact that life expectancy in those countries had not improved in 50 years while life expectancy in the developed countries has risen to 80.

Mr. Sachs emphasized that the problem centred on inadequate resources to meet international anti-poverty goals. Noting that every day, tens of thousands of Africans died of HIV/AIDS without stirring any attention, he called for action to focus on those who are dying, rather than on budgetary considerations.

* * *

DPRK

17 March – Despite successes in efforts to save and improve the lives of children in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), the country’s social service is in a severe state of decline and poses serious challenges to their future, the head of the United Nations children’s agency said today.

“What we’ve learned over the past eight years is that this Government is open to outside help, works hard to bring about positive change, and cares about its children. But we’ve also learned that the problems to be confronted are growing, not diminishing,” Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said after a three-day visit to the DPRK.

Speaking in Seoul, capital of the neighbouring Republic of Korea, Ms. Bellamy said that despite international isolation and a political impasse with the West, the DPRK’s immunization rates have vastly improved while better systems for finding and treating cases of severe malnutrition are in place.

But despite these successes since her last visit in 1997, the humanitarian crisis triggered by natural disasters in the mid-90s has been compounded by structural issues, such as global economic change, outdated infrastructure and inadequate government revenue, that cannot be solved through emergency relief alone.

“This nation faces enormous challenges, and children remain extremely vulnerable to malnutrition, illness, and deaths that are entirely preventable,” she said.

Noting that UNICEF’s efforts in cooperation with the Government are working, she said nearly 80 per cent of children are being vaccinated, up from 35 per cent, and some 60,000 malnourished children are receiving therapeutic feeding while work is underway to ensure that more communities get clean water.

“All these efforts are the result of a growing partnership between the Government and aid agencies – the kind of partnership many thought could not work here,” she added.

Ms. Bellamy, who met with the President of the People’s Assembly, Kim Yong Nam, and government ministers, said she was impressed by the level of trust DPRK officials have developed with the aid community. But she noted that lack of access to parts of the country is an unresolved issue, and she pressed for more openness.

UNICEF recently embarked on a new three-year programme with the Government, emphasizing nutrition for children, basic health care, improvements in the supply of water, and education.

* * *

Sudan

17 March – Preparing for the return of hundreds of thousands of Sudanese to their homeland if current peace talks end two decades of conflict, the United Nations refugee agency stressed today that repatriation could only succeed if potential returnees see real security on the ground, including protection from armed groups and militias.

A high-level team from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spent two weeks meeting with refugees in neighbouring Uganda, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and Kenya to sound them out about returning to southern Sudan if talks between the Government and the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement succeed. The talks in the Kenyan town of Naivasha have encouraged UNHCR to re-establish its presence in south Sudan after a 14-year absence.

“We felt it was important to hear directly from the refugees themselves how they feel about returning home,” Dennis McNamara, UNHCR’s Inspector General and leader of the four-person team, said in Nairobi.

According to the agency, refugees have emphasized that their first concerns were protection and security during and after their return. “We want to go home, but only when we are sure it is really safe on the ground,” UNHCR quoted one leader as saying. “We have learned from 1972 that peace agreements have to be respected and implemented if we are going to be able to go home permanently.” That year began the only decade since Sudan became independent in 1956 when civil war did not blight the country.

They also stressed the priority of continued education for their children, as well as other basic services including health, water and income-generating activities.

Mr. McNamara’s mission was part of the planning for the return of over 150,000 refugees in the first 18 months after the signing of any peace accord. 

The war in southern Sudan is separate from the conflict in the western Darfur region of Africa’s largest country that has seen 110,000 refugees flee into eastern Chad. Overall, fighting is estimated to have uprooted more than 3 million people inside Sudan, while a further 600,000 are living in neighbouring states as refugees.

Mr. McNamara said he was especially interested in the views of women who said they were very concerned about security in south Sudan, particularly the presence of militias. Landmines and small arms are also a problem. Schooling for children is a top priority, the women indicated, calling for a major drive to improve literacy at all levels.

* * *

Capital Master Plan

17 March – The United States has offered to loan the United Nations $1.2 billion to implement a plan to overhaul the UN’s deteriorating New York Headquarters.

Addressing the main UN budget committee on Tuesday, the US delegate, Patrick F. Kennedy, said the proposal is contained in President Bush’s budget plan and must be approved by Congress to go forward.

Ambassador Kennedy also stressed that Washington would be paying its assessed share of the loan’s principal and interest. Under the UN’s scale of contributions, the US contributes 22 per cent.

“The interest to be paid by Member States will not, in actuality, be paid to the US Government, but instead, to the investors who put up the principal,” he said, adding that Washington “makes no money on the loan to the UN and, in fact, is paying approximately $6m to guarantee the loan and insure against default.”

Under the proposal, the loan, with a 5.4 per cent interest rate, could be advanced with up to a 30-year term. The $1.2 billion is an upper limit, and Ambassador Kennedy suggested that if supplementary financing is needed, “it may be appropriate for the Secretary-General to explore other funding opportunities, including contributions from public and private sources.”

Speaking on behalf of the European Union (EU), Margaret Stanley of Ireland voiced concern that the US proposal would double the project’s cost, which would then have to be borne by Member States. India’s delegate, Jaideep Mazumdar, noted that with an interest rate of 5.54 per cent, the UN would end up paying $2.5 billion on a $1.2 billion loan, assuming a 30-year repayment period.

According to an analysis prepared by the UN, the US has proposed advancing $400 million in each of the first three years of construction, with interest amounting to some $265.9 million by the end of five years. Once construction has been completed, the loan would be repayable over a 25-year period, with a 5.54 per cent interest rate, or nearly $90 million per year annually. The total cost is projected at $2,511,137,500.

The analysis, contained in a report by the Secretary-General, recommends that the General Assembly adopt a resolution noting the US offer “with appreciation” while requesting him to consult further with the country’s authorities on the loan’s terms and conditions. At the same time, he would be asked “to explore other funding opportunities, including contributions from public and private sources.”

The overhaul of the UN complex, called the “capital master plan,” is widely viewed as the most cost-effective approach to stemming the deterioration of the world body’s Headquarters. Emergency repairs to address the prevailing health, safety and security problems in the building, coupled with inefficient energy use, far exceed the savings that could accrue if the problems are addressed systematically.

* * *

Refugees

17 March – The global community must look beyond the immediate humanitarian dimension of refugee problems to the economic, social and political aspects in order to prevent protracted crises where too many displaced persons become child soldiers or victims of human traffickers, according to the top United Nations refugee official.

“The international community has a shared interest in finding durable solutions for refugees,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers told the 60th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva yesterday.

“The search for durable solutions must become more systematic and must begin at the outset of each new refugee crisis. The security dimension must not be ignored; neither should the broader migration dimension be overlooked,” Mr. Lubbers added. 

But he noted that over the past 50 years international cooperation had not always been as effective as it could have been. “The result is that we have seen too many protracted refugee situations; too many young refugees becoming child soldiers; too many refugees becoming victims of human traffickers,” he said. 

He called for refugees to be included in development assistance as well as in national HIV/AIDS programmes. 

Mr. Lubbers said his “Convention Plus” initiative, designed to strengthen the 1951 Refugee treaty – the foundation of UNHCR’s work – would enhance burden sharing among countries and sharpen the international focus on finding long-term answers.

Within this context, UNHCR and other partners, including the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank, have developed a “Framework for Durable Solutions” which is already being implemented through specific projects in Afghanistan, Eritrea, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka and Zambia.

The Framework consists of three elements: better targeting development assistance to countries and areas hosting large numbers of refugees; establishing the “4Rs” programmes, aimed at ensuring an integrated approach to repatriation, reintegration, rehabilitation and reconstruction; and promoting development strategies in those cases where local integration of refugees is a viable option.

* * *

CAR

17 March – A United Nations expert on humanitarian affairs today warned that, with 95 per cent of its population subsisting on less than a dollar a day, the Central African Republic (CAR) is running the risk of a major crisis in the next few months as the country struggles to recover from a rebellion that led to a coup a year ago.

Ramiro Lopes da Silva, Special Humanitarian Adviser for CAR in the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), recently returned to Geneva from a three-week assessment tour of the country, starting on 25 February, during which he held talks with national authorities and staff from humanitarian agencies.

He told journalists today that serious problems in the country, if not solved, could lead to a major crisis in the coming months. CAR suffered from insecurity and disruption of state services, especially health services, outside the capital, Bangui, he said.

Mr. Lopes da Silva’s visit was the first high-level UN humanitarian mission since March 2003, when CAR leader Francois Bozizé seized power after a six-month rebellion. He said his trip was part of the 2004 work plan established by OCHA chief Jan Egeland to draw the world’s attention to forgotten humanitarian emergencies.

OCHA has estimated that 20,000 people were internally displaced because of the political-military dispute and another 42,000 refugees fled north to neighbouring Chad, although many have returned.

Sweden has been the lone donor to the most recent UN Consolidated Appeal for CAR – giving $700,000 towards the target amount of $16.8 million.

* * *

Central Asia

17 March – The United Nations today announced the deployment of an international human rights expert in Kazakhstan as its regional adviser for Central Asia.

Prof. Rein Mullerson is working out of the Kazak city of Almaty, where he is charged with providing advice and training to government officials and policy makers, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), UN agencies and other international players.  

Professor Mullerson, who has expert knowledge of legal systems and practices in the region, will also undertake public information activities and support cooperation with donors working in the field of human rights.

A former member of the UN Human Rights Committee, Professor Mullerson previously worked at Kings College at the University of London.

With this deployment to Central Asia, the UN human rights office now has seven regional presences, including those in Addis Ababa (Eastern Africa), Bangkok (Asia-Pacific), Beirut (Arab Region), Santiago (Latin America and Caribbean), Pretoria (Southern Africa) and Yaoundé (Central Africa).

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Ibrahim Gambari, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa and special envoy for polio eradication in Nigeria, is with us here today and he will be coming forward to tell you about his recent visit to Nigeria and talk about the polio-eradication campaign in that country.  We also have a press release on this issue.

**Kosovo -- Violence
The UN Mission in Kosovo reports that earlier today, a crowd of around 3,000 people gathered in south Mitrovica and attacked the UNMIK police station and regional headquarters.  They then marched across the bridge and attacked Serbs in the north, which led to a large riot. 
In the course of that riot, there was repeated gunfire and explosions and, as a result, over a hundred people are injured and people have died.  The situation is far from stable and there are reports of clashes elsewhere in Kosovo.
**Holkeri -- Violence
Harri Holkeri, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, has appealed to all communities to stay calm and not let today’s incidents jeopardize the stability of Kosovo.  He added that the vast majority of ordinary people want to live in peace with each other, and they don’t want to be governed by extremists. 
Holkeri said that all ordinary citizens can do now is to cooperate with the authorities, with the local police and the international police. 
**Statement Attributable to Spokesman on Violence in Kosovo
The following statement on Kosovo is attributable to the Spokesman:

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns today's violence between Kosovo Albanians and Kosovo Serbs in Mitrovica, Lipljan, Pec, and Gnjilane, which has reportedly left at least seven people dead and hundreds injured.  Preliminary reports indicate that several KFOR soldiers and UNMIK international civilian police are among the casualties. 

“He urges all parties involved to bring an immediate halt to the violence, which jeopardizes the stability of Kosovo and the security of all its people.
“He expresses his full support for the efforts of his Special Representative and the rest of the international community, and calls on local authorities to help return the situation to normal, and bring to justice those responsible for the violence.”
**Black Box
On Tuesday, OIOS took the cockpit voice recorder (CVR) that was sent to UN Headquarters in 1994 from the UN Mission in Rwanda to the National Transportation Safety Board in Washington, D.C., where, in the presence of experts from the International Civil Aviation Organization, the CVR was opened.  The tape duration is about 30 minutes and recorded some conversation in French.  Nothing heard so far on the tape links the CVR to the aircraft crash on 6 April 1994 in Rwanda.  Additional expert attention, as is normally the case, will be required to determine the exact contents of the tape.  And that process will require a bit more time, and we can’t tell you how much more right now.  And only when we have this additional review can we draw any definite conclusions about the recorder.

**Haiti
The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for Haiti, Reginald Dumas, met with Prime Minister Gérard Latortue yesterday and will be attending the inauguration of Haiti’s new Cabinet in Port-au-Prince around midday today. 
Yesterday, a UN humanitarian assessment mission went to Saint Marc, 90 kilometres north of Port-au-Prince.  It reported that basic social services and commerce are slowly resuming.
The port area of Port-au-Prince, the scene of much looting in recent weeks, is now considered secure and is beginning to function.  Yesterday, the World Food Programme started receiving containers of food from the port terminals. 
The World Food Programme has successfully delivered 20 tons of food to schools in Cap Haitien and will be sending a further 70 tons of supplies to that area today. 
**Democratic Republic of Congo
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo is stepping up efforts to control the illegal flow of arms into the country, which is driven mainly by militias operating North and South Kivu provinces, as well as in Ituri.  The Mission’s action is in response to last week’s Security Council resolution.  

The resolution authorized the UN Mission to seize arms found in violation of the arms embargo imposed on all foreign and Congolese groups operating in the east of the country.  The Security Council also established a Committee to monitor progress in implementing the arms embargo.  We have a press release from the Mission upstairs.
**ElBaradei -- Washington
Mohamed ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), is today scheduled to meet US President George Bush, Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage, and other senior officials to discuss a range of issues -– including the IAEA’s verification of Iran's nuclear programme. 
The high-level working meetings will focus on current efforts to strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation regime.  We have more in a press release on that in my Office.
**Security Council
There is nothing on the Security Council agenda today.
**Liberia Sanctions
The Security Council Sanctions Committee on Liberia has issued a new list of individuals subject to a travel ban.  These include senior members of former President Charles Taylor’s Government and their spouses, as well as members of Liberia’s former armed forces who retain links to Taylor.  The list is published as a press release.
**UNHCR - Srebrenica
Kamel Morjane, the Assistant High Commissioner for Refugees, has called for those responsible for the Srebrenica massacre to be brought to justice. 
You’ll recall that Srebrenica was the scene of the worst massacre of the 1992-1995 Bosnia war -– thousands of men and boys are believed to have been killed by the Bosnian Serb army after it overran the town.
Morjane made the remarks during a wreath-laying ceremony in the village of Potocari outside of Srebrenica.  He also urged the local authorities to help determine the fate of Srebrenica’s men -– most of whom are officially listed as missing.  Morjane is currently on a week-long tour of the Balkans.  We have more on his trip upstairs.
**UNICEF - North Korea
Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, has completed a three-day visit to North Korea –- her first since 1997.
At a press conference in Seoul today, Bellamy said that despite international isolation and a political impasse with the West, efforts to save and improve the lives of North Korean children are working.  She cited vastly improved immunization rates and better systems for dealing with cases of severe malnutrition. 
But despite the positive results, Bellamy said North Korea’s social service infrastructure is in a severe state of decline and poses serious challenges to the future of children there.  We have more on her visit upstairs.
[To a correspondent who had raised his hand to ask a question]
I am not finished yet.  Just give me a little more time.
**Central African Republic
Speaking to correspondents in Geneva today, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, the Special Humanitarian Advisor for the Central African Republic, said there were serious problems in that country that could lead to a major humanitarian crisis in the coming months, if not solved.  So far, only $700,000 has been pledged against a $16.8 million humanitarian appeal.
**Secretary-General at Council on Foreign Relations
The Secretary-General was the featured speaker last night in the David A. Morse lecture at the Council on Foreign Relations on the theme of the “The United Nations and global security in the 21st century”.
A conversation with Council President Richard Haass was followed by a question-and-answer session with Council members who posed questions on topics ranging from Security Council reform, the UN’s role in Iraq, the “oil-for-food” programme, efforts to counter terrorism, the high-level panel on change, the Spanish election results, and Myanmar. 
The Council told us that they would provide us with the full transcript as soon as it is ready.  And we have the Secretary-General’s opening remarks upstairs, which we made available to you yesterday afternoon.
**Lecture Series -– Tutu
Just a quick reminder that Archbishop Desmond Tutu, winner of the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize, will be the guest speaker at the Secretary-General's Lecture Series today.  He’ll be speaking on the topic:  "God's Word and World Politics".
The lecture will take the form of a brief presentation followed by questions.  And that’ll happen from 1:10 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Trusteeship Council Chamber.
**Press Conference Tomorrow
Finally tomorrow in this room there will be a press conference by Marjatta Rasi, the President of the Economic and Social Council, and also present will be Anwarul Chowdhury, the Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States; and Rogatien Biaou, the Foreign Minister of Benin, will brief you here on the state of the world’s least developed countries.
Now, Colum is itching to ask me a question; so I’ll call on him first.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Any indication on what basis they say the tape was not involved in a crash?  And on Iraq a report from Reuters today citing an aide to Sistani saying that he never sent a letter to Kofi Annan.  Can you clarify that?  And it would probably be much better if you just provide us the communication, the actual communication, so we can see what it says.

Spokesman:  I would like to provide you with every confidential communication that comes into this Building, but I am not at liberty to do so.  I think Mr. Brahimi said yesterday that the communication was not from Mr. Sistani or Ayatollah Sistani, directly, but from one of his aides.  I think I can ... (interrupted)

Question:  He said in a message directly from ...

Spokesman:  Yes, the person who conveyed the message said it was from the Ayatollah to the Secretary-General, and it was conveyed by telephone.  So, I don’t think Mr. Brahimi said yesterday that it was by telephone ... (several interruptions)

Question:  He said a written letter ...  He didn’t say letter, but written ...  He said he received a letter ...

Spokesman:  That may have been a misunderstanding; I don’t know.  What he told me this morning was that it was in a telephone conversation.

Question:  Can somebody please clarify what this is all about?  I mean, Mr. Brahimi told us “in a written message” ...  You know, he did say that it, he suggested that it might have been sort of through an intermediary, but he did suggest that the message was coming directly, written to the Secretary-General from Sistani.  And now it’s a telephone conversation.  Can someone give us a sort of a more detailed clarification of what exactly the communication consisted of? 

Spokesman:  When I saw that press report this morning, I asked Mr. Brahimi and he told me that it was a telephone message from an aide to Ayatollah Sistani, who said that he was conveying a message from the Ayatollah to the Secretary-General.  That’s what he told me this morning.  

What’s the other?  Oh, the black box.  I don’t think we know any more.  The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is taking copies of the tapes and they’re going to subject them to further listenings by experts.  And I think until that second review is complete, we won’t be able to say any more.  I don’t know anything about the technical side of this.  So, all I can tell you is what I read out to you, that the initial indications were that “nothing heard so far on the tape links the CVR to the aircraft crash of 1994”.  I don’t know whether that means there was no indication that it was linked to any crash.  I know that, among other things that Dileep Nair of OIOS is looking into, is again the serial number; that the black box has a serial number that cannot be traced to this or any other plane.  And again initially yesterday, as I understand it, they were unable to trace that number to any plane.  But that effort will continue.  Mark?  [He later explained that Mr. Brahimi had received by telephone a message that had been committed to pager by the person who read it.]

Question:  Okay, could you say who the aide is that sent this telephone message and whether -- since details have already changed from yesterday, I’ll ask the same question that was asked yesterday -- whether the UN is confident and why the UN is confident that that aide was accurately reflecting Ayatollah Ali Sistani’s views rather than ... and on another question, I just wanted ... (interrupted)

Spokesman:  Before you get to your second question, I’ll have to ask Mr. Brahimi. I did not ask him this morning.  He did not tell me.  I don’t know whether he wants me to tell you, but I’ll convey your question to him.

Question:  I mean, he has basically provided us, you know, as you’re saying, with inaccurate information that every major news agency and newspapers published in their papers.  That’s like, you know, it’s a serious inaccuracy and it would really be helpful if he could clarify.  This is the second issue.  We were getting indications before he took his first trip to Baghdad from your Office that he was not going back; that changed.  I mean, we’d like to get a straight story.

Spokesman:  Mark?

Question:  Just on the OIOS investigation or half investigation of the oil-for-food programme.  Just to clarify.  Is the OIOS doing anything other than waiting for a response from the CPA and the Governing Council?  Is it, for example going through documents?  Is it sequestering computer files?  Is it interviewing former oil-for-food programme officials?

Spokesman:  Because I don’t know, I can’t give you the answers to all those questions.  I can answer one of them.  I know for a fact that they have interviewed a number of people.  So, it isn’t just that they’re waiting for the Governing Council to provide copies of the documentary evidence that some members of the Council indicated they had.  So, the investigation is proceeding as best it can and we don’t yet know whether we will ever get this evidence from Baghdad.  Whether we are going to leave it at that, that nothing came in the mail, or whether we will take further steps to try to get at what they claim to have in Baghdad, I can’t tell you at this time.  But the investigation, as far as I know from OIOS people who have told me, is active and ongoing.  Let me take one.

Question:  On Iraq, Fred, Reuters is reporting out of Baghdad that Ahmad Chalabi said today that they have reached an agreement on inviting the United Nations back to Iraq.  Reuters also quotes Emyr Jones Parry, confirming that much from here.  Two questions:  are you aware if this has happened or is happening?  And if so, is there date attached to when the UN might be going back?

Spokesman:  No.  We’ve seen the press reports and as of two minutes to 12 or so when I checked with the person who logs in all of the Secretary-General’s mail, we had not been in receipt of this letter.  So, I cannot tell you what it says until we see it, or we have not yet received it.  Yes?

Question:  Who will see it if the letter comes?  Might Mr. Brahimi and the team to help with the elections be able to get back into Iraq and start working?

Spokesman:  You know, one of the things that we will want to see is what the letter says.  So, if there is a very clear request for a specific kind of assistance that we feel we’re in a position to give, well then, I think you’d see us move quickly.  But until the letter comes in and we read it, I don’t think I can react specifically to that.  Let me take Benny.

Question:  On a separate issue:  since everybody starts with “Reuter reports”.  AFP reports from Gaza that Terje Larsen said that there may be a need for a multinational force in Gaza.  This idea has come up and been chopped down so many times.  Why bring it up again?

Spokesman:  I suppose he thinks it’s a good idea.  I haven’t spoken to him or anyone on his staff yet this morning so I can’t comment on what he might have said in Cairo.  So, if you let us try to get in touch with him to see what, if anything I can say in response to that.  But I have no guidance on that right now.  Now we take Richard.

Question:  Oil-for-food again.  I know there is an investigation and the Secretary-General has commented on it briefly, but strong articles again from The Wall Street Journal, which, on the one hand, yesterday prints an article from the Secretary-General on one page about Haiti and, on the other, says the UN is an evil empire.  Articles again mentioning the Secretary-General’s son, Benon Sevan’s name being linked to profiting from this.  This investigation may take some time.  Is the UN, does it have a response today while this snowball of appearances of UN chicanery is building?  Is there a response to these accusations today?

Spokesman:  No.  The response from Benon Sevan is the same one that I read out on his behalf a number of weeks ago.  What you know since then from the Secretary-General is that he has asked the Office of Internal Oversight Services to look into any possible wrongdoing by UN staff.  The Secretary-General doesn’t have the authority to investigate some of the other allegations that are being made in the media about wrongdoings by governments or companies.  Let me take Abdurrahim. 

Question:  Fred, just for the benefit of those that ... (inaudible)  ... of the war in Iraq.  Can you take us again through the circumstances the Secretary-General made in his decision to withdraw inspectors and UN personnel from Iraq, and was that decision based on any communication that he had with the Americans, and did they give him a specific date for when the hostilities were about to start? 

Spokesman:  I am not going to take questions regarding history here.  If you come to my Office afterwards we’ll dig out the files and see what the answer might be, and we’ll discuss whether to give it to you on the record or off the record.  We’ll have to see what the answer is.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Fred, can you confirm the Secretary-General will go to Switzerland on March 23 for talks on Cyprus?

Spokesman:  No, I cannot confirm any details of the Secretary-General’s travel plans yet.  Yes?

Question:  Earlier you had said that the black box was in pristine condition.  Today you say there is a recording on it.  Can we assume from that that it was in fact used on a flight somewhere?

Spokesman:  I cannot say any more than I have said.  It seems logical that if there is voice recording on the box that that came from some flight on some plane.  I mean, that’s what you would expect.  But because I am not expert in these things, I can’t tell you whether there is any other way to get voices on that thing except if it’s used in flight.

Question:  And the other question I wanted to ask you about oil for food.  There have been some suggestions that the Security Council might appoint a committee to investigate that.  Would the Secretary-General favour that?

Spokesman:  The Security Council would have to decide what it wants to do.  I don’t think the Secretary-General wants to comment at this time about discussions they may or may not be having about a wider investigation.  David?

Question:  I am not sure if it’s something you want to deal with here or upstairs, but the OIOS seems to be involved in a number of different issues that relate to the UN right now -- the black box, the Benon OIP -- but can you just give us a quick snapshot of the staff up there and how it’s able to deal with this sort of extensive investigations?  They also have just concluded, or might be a work in progress, this investigation into what happened, you know, around     August 19? 

Spokesman:  I don’t have a staffing table with me, so, if you want to come up after the briefing I’ll give it to you.  Yes, Richard? 

Question:  The NTSB might be willing to have a photo-op with this black box and keeps throwing the issue back to the UN.  I asked this yesterday.  Are you ruling out any possibility of open and transparent process of letting a video camera see what they are working on as this process takes place? 

Spokesman:  The black box is currently with OIOS here in New York.  So, I will relay your request to Mr. Nair; not with great hope, but I will ask him.  Yes, Serge?  [He later announced that Mr. Nair agreed to have the black box photographed.]

Question:  Fred, I asked you this question before.  Under which governing law is the Government of Haiti going to operate?

Spokesman:  I think I have answered that there is no clear legal path for Haiti, given that its Constitution calls for a parliament, which is currently not functional, to approve a change in presidents following the stepping down of Jean-Bertrand Aristide.  So, I can’t say that there is firm legal basis.
Question:  What is the status of the ambassador since Jean-Bertrand Aristide still claims that he is the president?  What is the status of his ambassador here? 

Spokesman:  As far as I know, as long as the international community, starting with the Organization of American States and CARICOM are dealing with the new president as if he were a constitutionally approved president, which we all know is not possible because there is no functioning parliament.  If that president leaves in place his representative to the United Nations here as the legal representative, then we will deal with that person.  That person, in any case, has credentials that have already been recognized by the United Nations.  So, if there is no concrete action to reject or withdraw those credentials, that person will represent Haiti as far as the United Nations is concerned.  Warren? 

Question:  Back to the possible communication from Iraq.  So that we don’t call you so much every 30 minutes; if that does arrive, will you let us know that it’s here and that someone (inaudible)

Spokesman:  Yes.  Bill?

Question:  Concerning the OIOS and the oil for food, I think there is a letter written to the Governing Council asking them to forward documents relating to the investigation of the charges of fraud.

Spokesman:  There were two letters from OIOS -- one to the Coalition Provisional Authority, one to the Governing Council.  And then there was a second set of letters to each of those two that went out about a week ago.  So, there have been two formal written requests for assistance with forwarding to us any evidence they have of wrongdoing by UN personnel. 

Question:  Was the second set of letters written because the first set didn’t receive any response?

Spokesman:  That’s correct.

Question:  When was the first set written?

Spokesman:  I’d have to look into that.  But it’s, I don’t know, it’s some time ago.  I can find out for you and let you know.  Mr. Agashi?  [He later said the first letter went out on 6 February, and the second one on 11 March.]

Question:  In case you receive the letter in the course of this afternoon, will you release that information immediately today or will it be at the noon briefing tomorrow that you will announce it officially? 

Spokesman:  I have already said that if my Office is informed of receipt of the letter, we will squawk that to you.  Whether I can tell you anything about its contents, I am not in a position to say at this time.  Yes, Mark again.

Question:  Has the Secretary-General come any closer to taking action following the accountability report, and is there any change of policy in terms of publicizing elements of what that accountability report might have contained? 

Spokesman:  No, I think he took a question on that coming into the Building yesterday.  He said that he’d make an announcement when he is ready; indicating that he is still studying the report’s contents and I think, for reasons we have tried to explain to you, the report cannot be made public.  Richard? 

Question:  Just to clarify –- I know both sides we’re not airplane experts  –- the internal workings of the black box removed to Washington, the tapes; while the physical black box, the orange boxes are left here in New York with OIOS, the investigators, is that what you’re saying?

Spokesman:  No.  The black box which contains the tapes was taken to Washington.  It was opened up by the NTSB in the presence of an ICAO expert.  The tapes were taken out of the box and were listened to.  It was put back together, brought back to New York.  Copies of the tapes were made for the International Civil Aviation Organization; they were taken to Ottawa for further examination.  So, the black box, with the original tapes, is here with us.  Copies of the tapes have gone to Ottawa.

Question:  Can I make a request for video, five-second shooting of this box, which is in UN hands?

Spokesman:  I have already told you that I will ask Mr. Nair if he is willing to give you that privilege.  Yes, sir?

Question:  There are some reports in the Spanish media today saying that the Spanish President-elect Mr. Zapatero is planning to have a meeting with the Secretary-General in relation to the withdrawal of troops from Iraq.  Do you know if this request of a meeting has already been passed to the Secretary-General and if that meeting will take place here in New York, or is the Secretary-General planning a trip to Spain ...?
Spokesman:  I am not aware that such a request came in.  I’d have to check with the Secretary-General’s Office and then I’ll see how to answer the second part of your question.  Bill?  [He later said no request had yet been received.]

Question:  Back on the oil for food.  I guess a number of people have been interviewed.  Can you be more specific and also give us in some of the communication what type of people we’re talking about, UN, you know, level?

Spokesman:  Both UN, former oil-for-food personnel and outside personnel, but I can’t get any more specific than that.

Question:  Outside the UN or ...?

Spokesman:  Outside the UN, yes.

Question:  But we can’t say who they were working for or ...?

Spokesman:  No.  No.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  On the oil-for-food programme, Mr. Sevan is reported to be on leave.  At what point did he ask for the leave and for how long? 

Spokesman:  He is on verge of retirement and he is taking accumulated leave.  The maximum leave you can accumulate in the UN system is two months; after which, if you don’t take it, you lose it.  I don’t know how much leave he’s lost over the years, but he did have the maximum two months accumulated and I believe he’s taking those two months which ends towards the end of April, after which he goes into retirement.  Yes, Riccardo?

Question:  Fred, on the oil for food again, has the Secretary-General spoken to Mr. Sevan regarding this issue, and does the Secretary-General trust him?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General does trust him and has confidence in him.  At the same time, as a responsible administrator, he’s got to investigate these allegations against Benon and others, and he’s doing that through OIOS.  I haven’t seen any record of his talking to Benon since Benon went on vacation.  But I would have to check that with his office to make sure, but I haven’t seen any record of a phone conversation.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Two Nigerian ministers are being paid from a UNDP fund that we understand is being contributed by international donors.  There is a controversy in Nigeria now as to who are these international donors that are making the funds available for the payment of two Nigerian government ministers?

Spokesman:  Who is being paid by these funds?

Question:  Two Nigerian ministers are being paid from a UNDP fund.  They are taking their salaries from a UNDP fund.  This is the ... (inaudible) of the Nigerian Government and there is a controversy going on right now about who are these international donors who are paying the salaries for those two Nigerian ministers.

Spokesman:  That sounds very unusual to me.  I don’t know anything about it, but I can’t imagine government ministers being paid salaries out of UNDP funds.  (Laughter) Someone is signalling to me, “watch out what you’re saying!”  Okay.  Well, I know nothing about this.  Let me look into it to see what I can find out and if such a thing is true, whether I can tell you who the donors are.  I have to see as well from UNDP.  Bill?

[At the end of the briefing the Spokesman added the following clarification from United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)]:

If I can just go back to the gentleman’s question from my briefing:  According to the UN Development Programme, there is a trust fund, which has been used to supplement the salaries of professional from the Nigerian Diaspora who returned to Nigeria to work.  These people include the Finance Minister and the Foreign Minister.  This was announced publicly in Nigeria and by the UNDP in Abuja earlier this year.  And if you want to know the details on that trust fund and who contributed to it, please talk to the Spokesman for UNDP.  His name is Bill Orme, and we can give you his number in my Office after the briefing.

Question:  Will the OIOS not want to interview Sevan before the end of April?  If not, why not?

Spokesman:  I can’t tell you who they will want to interview.  Undoubtedly, they will be talking to him.  And they have the option of talking to him as soon as he gets back or if they care to, calling him back after he’s gone into retirement.  But I don’t know what their plans are.

Question:  And also, you listed two categories of people being interviewed:  former oil-for-food programme officials and outside personnel.  Are any current oil-for-food people still on the payroll being interviewed? 

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I am just giving you the categories based on information I am privy to about people who have actually been interviewed.  But I don’t know that that’s all-inclusive.

Question:  In addition to those interviews and the requests for information from the Governing Council and the CPA, what other avenues is the OIOS pursuing on this front?

Spokesman:  I don’t know and I am not able to say.  Richard?

Question:  Does the Secretary-General believe that this was up to the countries, and has been said before, to monitor what they knew was potentially scheming kickbacks and problems with personnel, or was this and indeed something that the UN’s oil-for-food programme should have had the responsibility to investigate?

Spokesman:  No.  The oil-for-food programme had no responsibility to oversee or investigate the kinds of contract scheming that has been reported in the media.  So, it would be something for the Security Council through the sanctions committee, the 661 committee, to look into.  I don’t know what other body, but it would be something for governments -- either individual governments to investigate their own national companies or the Security Council collectively to look at the actions of companies or governments, for that matter, in relation to the oil-for-food programme.

Can I call up Mr. Gambari?  Thank you.

* *** *
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