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U.N. chemical blacklist takes effect

Many experts say 'dirty dozen' list too short

OSLO, Norway (Reuters) -- A "dirty dozen" of industrial chemicals blamed for causing deaths and birth defects will be outlawed beginning Monday by a U.N. pact with many experts wanting other poisons added to the blacklist.
Inuit hunters in Canada, among those most exposed because many toxins are swept to the Arctic by ocean and air currents, plan to celebrate the ban with a feast of whale, seal stew, fish and caribou in Iqaluit, Baffin Island.

The 2001 Stockholm convention on persistent organic pollutants (POPs) takes effect on May 17 after ratification by 50 states, ending use of a range of pesticides, dioxins and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).

"The convention will save lives and protect the natural environment ... by banning the production and use of some of the most toxic chemicals known to humankind," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Programme.

Even so, it will takes years for POPs -- used in everyday items like plastics or paints as well as pesticides -- to break down. And everyone on the planet has traces of POPs in their bodies, UNEP says.

Many experts say the "dirty dozen" list is too short.

"Some of the old classical pesticides are in decline in some areas," said Lars-Otto Reiersen, head of the Aortic Monitoring and Assessment Program. "What alarms us most is that levels of new products like brominated flame retardants are increasing."

Flame retardants are used for example in sofas, clothing or television sets. Some are restricting their use because of worries about their environmental impact.

"Brominated flame retardants are a possibility (for addition to the list) as are many other chemicals," Jim Willis, head of UNEP's chemicals division, told Reuters. Canadian environmentalists also want the pesticide lindane outlawed.

'Poisoned from afar'

POPs can cause cancer and damage the nervous, reproductive and immune systems of people and animals, UNEP says.

High levels of POPS have been found in Inuit breast milk and POPs have even been blamed for deforming the sexual organs of female polar bears and making them look like hermaphrodites.

"We are being poisoned from afar," Sheila Watt-Cloutier, the head of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference that represents 155,000 Inuit, said last week.

POPs like the pesticides DDT, aldrin or dieldrin have been long banned in many nations. Even so, anyone scraping off old paint from a window frame, for instance, may release PCBs.

POPs build up in fatty tissues -- the world's whale population is probably swimming around with tens of tons of POPs lodged in blubber. The Inuit hope the ban will make traditional fatty foods, like seal or fish, less risky.

The Stockholm convention will unlock spending of about $500 million, partly to help destroy stockpiles and seek alternatives to POPs. About 25 nations, including South Africa and Ethiopia, will be allowed to keep using DDT to spray malarial mosquitoes.

The WWF environmental group expressed worries that global warming could exacerbate the POPs problem -- higher temperatures might wash out chemicals that have been locked in glaciers, or flooding might release buried POPs.

European Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom, a Swede, said she was screened last year for 77 toxins including POPs. "I had 28 in my body, including PCB and DDT," she said. "I was told that my result was below the average of the group tested."

__________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Treaty Banning 12 Most Toxic Chemicals Takes Effect 
STOCKHOLM, Sweden, May 17, 2004 (ENS) - An international treaty banning 12 of the world's most deadly chemicals enters into force today - the 2001 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). 

Under the agreement, more chemicals can be added to the prohibited list but for now the 12 initial POPs are - aldrin, chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, mirex, toxaphene, polychlorinated biphenols (PCBs), hexachlorobenzene, dioxins and furans. 

“Of all the pollutants released into the environment every year by human activity, POPs are the most dangerous. For decades these highly toxic chemicals have killed and injured people and wildlife by inducing cancer and damaging the nervous, reproductive and immune systems. They have also caused uncounted birth defects,” said UNEP Executive Klaus Toepfer on February 17, the day the 50th nation ratified the treaty, triggering the 90 day countdown to entry into force. 

Today, Toepfer is planning how to bring about the eradication of these toxics, and that takes money. "Over the next several years national investments plus donor pledges of hundreds of millions will channel more than $500 million into an overdue and urgently needed initiative to ensure that future generations do not have to live as we do with measurable quantities of these toxic chemicals stored in their bodies," he said. 

Much of this funding will be managed by the Global Environment Facility, which serves as the financial mechanism for the Convention on an interim basis. 

The United States and the European Union have signed, but have not ratified, the POPS treaty. 

Governments will seek a rapid start to action against POPs when they meet for the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention in Punta del Este, Uruguay in the first week of May 2005. 

They will fast-track efforts to reduce or eliminate the carcinogenic chemicals known as dioxins and furans, which are produced unintentionally as by-products of combustion. Many of the required improvements in technologies and processes may prove expensive and technically challenging, particularly for developing countries, officials acknowledge. 

Farmers in Chatham-Kent, Canada were encouraged to bring in banned, de-registered, inactive or otherwise unwanted agricultural pesticides for proper disposal through Operation Farm Sweep. Canada is a Party to the POPS treaty. (Photo courtesy Operation Farm Sweep)
Governments will assist countries in malarial regions to replace DDT with the increasingly safe and effective alternatives. Until these alternatives are in place, the Convention allows governments to continue using DDT to protect their citizens from malaria - a major killer in many tropical regions. 

Parties to the Convention will support efforts by each national government to develop an implementation plan. Already, over 120 developing countries have started to elaborate such plans with funds from the Global Environment Facility. 

The Conference of the Parties will also focus on channelling new funds into POPs projects. 

Governments will measure and evaluate changes in the levels of POPs in the natural environment and in humans and animals in order to confirm whether the Convention is indeed reducing releases of POPs to the environment. 

A POPs review committee will be established for evaluating additional chemicals and pesticides to be added to the initial list of 12 POPs. 

Parties will finalize guidelines for promoting "best environmental practices" and "best available techniques" that can reduce and eliminate releases of dioxins and furans. 

In the case of PCBs, although they are no longer produced, hundreds of thousands of tons are still in use in electrical transformers and other equipment. Governments have until 2025 to phase out these uses, which gives them time to arrange for PCB-free replacements. Not later than 2028, governments must dispose of these PCBs in an environmentally sound manner. 

In addition to banning uses, the treaty focuses on cleaning up the growing accumulation of unwanted and obsolete stockpiles of pesticides and toxic chemicals. Dump sites and toxic drums from the 1950s, ‘60s, and ‘70s are now decaying and leaching chemicals into the soil and poisoning water resources, wildlife, and people. 

A list of the Parties to the POPS treaty are online at: http://www.pops.int/documents/signature/signstatus.htm
__________________________________________________________________________
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[image: image1.png]



Global treaty takes effect without U.S.

By JOHN HEILPRIN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON - A global treaty phasing out a dozen highly toxic chemicals took effect Monday without the United States, though the Bush administration promised to abide by it.

The Senate has yet to ratify the treaty, and Congress hasn't passed legislation to carry it out because of a disagreement over whether to add more toxic chemicals to the ban later. Nevertheless, the United States will comply with it "wherever we have the current legal authority," said Claudia McMurray, deputy assistant secretary of state for environment.

The United Nations-sponsored Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, or POPs, aims to ban or severely restrict 12 chemicals commonly known as the "dirty dozen." Among them are dioxins and DDT, a pesticide.

"We're glad that the agreement has come into force, and there's still strong support from the president on down for the United States becoming a party to it," McMurray said.

President Bush, whose environmental stances came under attack within weeks of taking office, hailed the treaty as a major breakthrough in a pre-Earth Day speech in April 2001. A month later, the United States and 90 other countries signed the treaty, which Clinton Administration officials had negotiated.

France became the 50th nation to sign in February, 90 days before the treaty was to take effect. Klaus Toepfer, director of the U.N. Environment Program, said more than $500 million would be spent helping countries ban the chemicals.

Brooks Yeager, a vice president of World Wildlife Fund, said "whales, polar bears, birds of prey and people throughout the world will benefit."

The 12 toxic chemicals tend to persist in the environment, travel long distances and accumulate in the food chain. They are PCBs, dioxins, furans, DDT and the pesticides aldrin, hexachlorobenzene, chlordane, mirex, toxaphene, dieldrin, endrin and heptachlor. Many of these, such as PCBs, have been linked to cancer and other diseases.

The use of DDT to combat malaria along World Health Organization guidelines would be allowed to continue in some countries until a safer means to control the disease are developed.

Although the chemicals are banned from production for use in the United States, the Environmental Protection Agency lacks the authority to ban any U.S. chemical manufacturers from exporting them, McMurray said.

The administration, she said, will "push very hard in the next few months" to get Congress to approve legislation. "What we're looking for here is to protect our own citizens against emissions from other countries," she said.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Sacramento Bee

U.S. to abide by global treaty phasing out dozen toxic chemicals

By JOHN HEILPRIN, Associated Press
Last Updated 2:23 pm PDT Monday, May 17, 2004
WASHINGTON (AP) - A global treaty phasing out a dozen highly toxic chemicals took effect Monday without the United States, though the Bush administration promised to abide by it. 

The Senate has yet to ratify the treaty, and Congress hasn't passed legislation to carry it out because of a disagreement over whether to add more toxic chemicals to the ban later. Nevertheless, the United States will comply with it "wherever we have the current legal authority," said Claudia McMurray, deputy assistant secretary of state for environment. 

The United Nations-sponsored Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, or POPs, aims to ban or severely restrict 12 chemicals commonly known as the "dirty dozen." Among them are dioxins and DDT, a pesticide. 

"We're glad that the agreement has come into force, and there's still strong support from the president on down for the United States becoming a party to it," McMurray said. 

President Bush, whose environmental stances came under attack within weeks of taking office, hailed the treaty as a major breakthrough in a pre-Earth Day speech in April 2001. A month later, the United States and 90 other countries signed the treaty, which Clinton Administration officials had negotiated. 

France became the 50th nation to sign in February, 90 days before the treaty was to take effect. Klaus Toepfer, director of the U.N. Environment Program, said more than $500 million would be spent helping countries ban the chemicals. 

Brooks Yeager, a vice president of World Wildlife Fund, said "whales, polar bears, birds of prey and people throughout the world will benefit." 

The 12 toxic chemicals tend to persist in the environment, travel long distances and accumulate in the food chain. They are PCBs, dioxins, furans, DDT and the pesticides aldrin, hexachlorobenzene, chlordane, mirex, toxaphene, dieldrin, endrin and heptachlor. Many of these, such as PCBs, have been linked to cancer and other diseases. 

The use of DDT to combat malaria along World Health Organization guidelines would be allowed to continue in some countries until a safer means to control the disease are developed. 

Although the chemicals are banned from production for use in the United States, the Environmental Protection Agency lacks the authority to ban any U.S. chemical manufacturers from exporting them, McMurray said. 

The administration, she said, will "push very hard in the next few months" to get Congress to approve legislation. "What we're looking for here is to protect our own citizens against emissions from other countries," she said. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
ABC

New chemical blacklist not enough, critics
Alister Doyle

Reuters

Monday, 17 May  2004 
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	A ban on 12 types of hazardous chemicals comes into force today (Image: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)


A dirty dozen of industrial chemicals blamed for causing deaths and birth defects are outlawed from today by a U.N. pact.

But many experts want other poisons to be added to the blacklist. 

The 2001 Stockholm convention on 12 persistent organic pollutants (POPs) comes into force on May 17 after ratifcation by 50 states, ending use of a range of pesticides, dioxins and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 

"The convention will save lives and protect the natural environment ... by banning the production and use of some of the most toxic chemicals known to humankind," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Even, so it will takes years for POPs, which are used in everyday items like plastics or paints as well as pesticides, to break down. And everyone on the planet has traces of POPs in their bodies, UNEP says. 

But many experts say the dirty dozen list is too short. 

"Some of the old classical pesticides are in decline in some areas," said Lars-Otto Reiersen, head of the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme. 

"What alarms us most is that levels of new products like brominated flame retardants are increasing." 

Flame retardants are used for example in sofas, clothing or television sets. Some are restricting their use because of worries about their environmental impact. 

"Brominated flame retardants are a possibility [for addition to the list] as are many other chemicals," said Jim Willis, head of UNEP's chemicals division.

Canadian environmentalists also want the pesticide lindane outlawed. 

POPs can cause cancer and damage the nervous, reproductive and immune systems of people and animals, UNEP says. 

High levels of POPs have been found in Inuit breast milk and POPs have been blamed for deforming the sexual organs of female polar bears and making them look like hermaphrodites. 

"We are being poisoned from afar," Sheila Watt-Cloutier, the head of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference that represents 155,000 Inuit, said last week. 
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	Polychlorinated biphenyls are among the banned chemicals (Image: US Bureau of Reclamation)


POPs like the pesticides DDT, aldrin or dieldrin have been long banned in many nations. Even so, anyone scraping off old paint from a window frame, for instance, may release PCBs. 

POPs build up in fatty tissues. The Inuit hope the ban will make traditional fatty foods, like seal or fish, less risky. 

The Stockholm convention will unlock spending of about US$500 million, partly to help destroy stockpiles and seek alternatives to POPs.

About 25 nations, including South Africa and Ethiopia, will be allowed to keep using DDT to spray malarial mosquitoes. 

The WWF environmental group expressed worries that global warming could exacerbate the POPs problem; higher temperatures might wash out chemicals that have been locked in glaciers, or flooding might release buried POPs. 

The U.N.'s ban covers the following chemicals: aldrin, chlordane, DDT, dieltrin, dioxins, endrin, furans, heptachlor, hexachlorobenzene, mirex, PCBs and toxaphene. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________Cronica de Hoy (EFE)

En vigor, tratado internacional para eliminar contaminantes 
( EFE en Nairobi ) 



La Convención de Estocolmo sobre Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes entró en vigor hoy convirtiendo en obligatorios los esfuerzos Internacionales para eliminar dichas sustancias, informó el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 
“La Convención salvará vidas y protegerá el entorno, especialmente en los países más pobres, al prohibir la producción y uso de algunas de las sustancias químicas más tóxicas jamás conocidas”, dijo el director del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, en Nairobi, sede permanente de la agencia de la ONU. 
“En los próximos años los gobiernos nacionales y los compromisos de los donantes internacionales canalizarán más de 500 millones de dólares hacia un ambicioso programa para asegurar que las futuras generaciones no tengan que vivir como la generación actual con estas sustancias tóxicas almacenadas en sus cuerpos”, agregó Toepfer. 
El Convenio fue firmado el 23 de mayo de 2001 en la capital sueca y, al entrar en vigor, será un instrumento internacional jurídicamente vinculante para la aplicación de medidas que reduzcan los Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes (conocidos abreviadamente como COP). 
Los COP son sustancias químicas no biodegradables, se acumulan en los organismos vivos a través de la red alimentaria y suponen un riesgo al provocar daños a la salud humana y al medio ambiente. 
Los efectos incluyen, entre otros, cáncer, daños al sistema nervioso, interferencia con la capacidad reproductiva de los humanos y muchas otras especies, disminución en el desarrollo intelectual de los niños y debilitamiento del sistema inmunológico. 
Estas sustancias tienen además la característica de perdurar y poder ser transportadas largas distancias, y han sido halladas en regiones muy alejadas de su lugar de origen y utilizadas, especialmente, en las regiones más frías del planeta. 
Los primeros COP sobre los que se ha decidido actuar son los conocidos como “la docena sucia”: aldrin, bifenilos policlorados (PCB), clordano, DDT, dieldrina, dioxinas, endrina, furanos, heptacloro, hexaclorobenceno, mirex y toxafeno. 
Ocho de estas doce sustancias químicas designadas para ser eliminadas bajo el tratado global son pesticidas usados en la agricultura, el control de enfermedades. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________
Stockhouse

Bank of America Sets New Industry Best Practices for Climate Change and Forest Policies 

    CHARLOTTE, N.C. and SAN FRANCISCO, May 17  /PRNewswire/ -- Bank of America and Rainforest Action Network today announced that Bank of America will lead the financial services industry by setting new industry best practices for the environment.  The bank will enhance its environmental programs with climate change and forest policies that take significant new steps in the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, protection of intact forest ecosystems and  transparent public reporting to all stakeholders.     "The health of our environment has a very real effect on the health of our  local and regional economies, and therefore on the health of our company," said Ken Lewis, chief executive officer of Bank of America. "At Bank of  America, we know we have an opportunity and responsibility as leaders to promote sustainable, environmentally sound economic growth in all our communities. In meeting this responsibility, we are committing to a higher standard of environmental awareness in our business and financing practices, and will encourage others in corporate America to do the same."

    Today's announcement articulates unprecedented targets and timelines to reduce greenhouse gas emissions throughout Bank of America's chain of activities.  Initial reduction goals are based on current best estimates of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 7 percent by 2008.  Bank of America recognizes its responsibility to address climate change and the role of the service sector in promoting and implementing reductions of greenhouse gas emissions that extends beyond its own operations, including relationships with customers and suppliers. 

    The enhanced policy increases forest protection to encompass intact tropical, temperate and boreal forest ecosystems and includes a commitment by Bank of America to assist in funding the ongoing mapping of these regions for future protection.  Bank of America will not provide funding for resource extraction from old-growth tropical rainforests, and lending proceeds will not go to logging operations in intact forests as defined by World Resources Institute mapping as it is developed.  Provision of lending proceeds in all other old-growth forests will be limited to projects and operations that provide independent third party verification of sustainable forestry practices.  Recognizing the connection between the health of our planet and  our communities, Bank of America has pledged to deny financing for projects in these sensitive forests where indigenous land claims are not settled.  To view Bank of America's new policies go to: http://www.bankofamerica.com/newsroom/presskits/view.cfm?page=climateandforests .

    "Bank of America's new policies on forest protection, climate change and  indigenous rights reflect the type of leadership we need from the global financial sector," said Michael Brune, executive director of Rainforest Action Network.  "By embedding strong environmental principles into its policies and practices, Bank of America is helping the financial sector to live up to the ideals of a democratic economy.  We welcome Bank of America into a growing list of companies working to ensure that the natural capital of our global environment and the integrity of local communities are preserved indefinitely."

    In addition to policy enhancements, Bank of America will create an environmental council to ensure that the bank's environmental goals and

objectives are met, tracked and reported.  The council will be led by Eugene M. McQuade, president of Bank of America, and will include senior executives from various business lines and support functions.  Bank of America will meet regularly with Rainforest Action Network and other stakeholders to implement this policy and report on its progress.

    Bank of America has had a strong environmental program since 1992 and is a recognized leader among corporations with environmental policies.  The bank was the first Fortune 500 financial institution to endorse both the Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies (CERES) principles and the United Nations Environment Program Finance Initiatives (UNEP FI).

    Bank of America is one of the world's largest financial institutions, serving individual consumers, small businesses and large corporations with a full range of banking, investing, asset management and other financial and risk-management products and services. The company provides unmatched convenience in the United States, serving 33 million consumer relationships with 5,700 retail banking offices, more than 16,000 ATMs and award-winning online banking with more than ten million active users. Bank of America is rated the No. 1 Small Business Administration Lender in the United States by the SBA. The company serves clients in 150 countries and has relationships with 96 percent of the U.S. Fortune 500 companies and 82 percent of the Global Fortune 500. Bank of America Corporation stock (ticker: BAC) is listed on the

New York Stock Exchange.

    Rainforest Action Network is a San Francisco-based environmental organization that is part of an international movement of grassroots activists who campaign to transform the relationship between economy and ecology by introducing environmental ethics to corporate bottom lines.  For more information, visit http://www.ran.org .


__________________________________________________________________________________________
Nairobi Dam: Who Gives a Damn? 
The Nation (Nairobi) 
COLUMN
May 16, 2004 
Posted to the web May 17, 2004 

By John Fox
Nairobi 
Did you know there is a sailing club in Nairobi? You find it at Nairobi Dam, off the Langata Road, opposite Uhuru Gardens, and down the turn-off for the Langata shopping centre. 

It must be ten years ago since I last was at Nairobi Dam, on the southern side, that is, and in the grounds of the Nairobi Sailing Club. 

But don't get too excited if you fancy a bit of messing about in boats. The whole reservoir is thickly covered in water hyacinth. And goodness knows what the water is like beneath the greenery - brown sludge, I would imagine, after years of receiving much of the human and other waste from the 700,000 inhabitants of the Kibera slum that stretches along the opposite shoreline. 

Not at all like it was when I was there with Fleur Ng'weno on one of the children's birdwalks for the World Birdwatch. (Did you know, by the way, that Fleur has been regularly leading her Wednesday morning birdwalks for 33 years?) 

The water was open then. It sparkled in the sunlight. It seemed quite clean. The club's boats were sailing. And the birdlife was quite prolific. 

I have just rung Fleur to check on dates and she got all enthusiastic about how the dam used to be. 

"It was October 1995 that you came with us on our children's birdwalk," she said. "I remember that we recorded about 50 species that day. In 1997 there was a Great Crested Grebe there - the first sighting in Nairobi for over 30 years. And that was the same year that the water hyacinth swallowed up the dam. And look how the place is now - so sad!" 

Sad, yes. 

But this last March, at the Grand Regency Hotel, there was the launch of a new and hopeful initiative - the Nairobi Dam Trust. It was quite an occasion. The Vice-President, Mr Moody Awori, was the chief guest. Three Cabinet ministers were there: Raila Odinga, Martha Karua and Newton Kulundu. So was the Mayor of Nairobi, Cllr Joe Aketch. And there was a good sprinkling of senior UN officers - because the Trust is being facilitated by Unep, UN-Habitat and UNDP. 

It was a good indication of the strong political support for any serious measures to rehabilitate the Nairobi Dam. I have just looked back at the opening speech by Dr Klaus Topfer, the Executive Director of Unep. He was able to refer to the difficulties in putting out the fires at the City Hall, at the Nairobi National Park and in Kibera. 

"These incidents bring into focus," he said, "the consequences of neglecting the conservation of vital resources such as water." 

Had the event been a couple of weeks later, he could also have referred to the foam that rose up from the dam near the Highrise Estate and, for a few hours, blocked Mbagathi Road. 

The heavy rains had caused some kind of chemical reaction in the effluent from the Kibera slum that had mixed with industrial waste. The foam was a reminder of all the muck that has been hidden under the green carpet of the hyacinth. 

Dr Topfer also described some of the fond memories that were evoked when he talked with people who could remember what the dam was like in the early 1950s when it was first constructed. 

There was quite a bit of nostalgia expressed, too, just the other day when I was with yet another ambassadorial visit to the Langata Road side of the dam, as a build-up to the re-launching of the Nairobi River Basin Programme, of which the restoration of the dam will be an important part. There was more talk of birding and sailing - and also of fishing. 

Mr Raila Odinga was there again. And no-one could be more aware that nostalgia for lost beauties and lost recreational pursuits will not be enough. Because, of course, he is mindful of the 700,000 of his constituents who live across the water hyacinth in Kibera. 

Most of these people, surviving as they do on amazingly very little, couldn't care a damn, I guess, about the dam - and its boating or birding or fishing. 

In fact, we crossed to the other side. We drove back along Mbagathi Way and into Kibera from the Ngong Road. We walked through the area known as Kianda Village. There, of course, it would have been impossible to drive, since the shacks are clustered even more closely than the leaves of the water hyacinth. 

We went to talk with a community group who are involved in a project to improve sanitation in their area - Ushirika wa Maisha na Maendeleo. They showed us the two toilet and shower blocks they have constructed. The charge to use the facilities is Sh3. three shillings. 

But when you pick your steps along the narrow alleyways or look out and over the expanse of rusted roofs, you realise the immense scale of the Kibera "problem". A few toilet blocks here and there, and many hundreds of hygiene leaflets - these will not make any significant difference. 

There will be little point in restoring Nairobi Dam, unless something quite drastic is done about the pollution that will otherwise continue to flow from Kibera. 

John Fox is Managing Director of IntermediaNCG 
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Inuit cheer Canadian-led environmental victory in the Arctic

Bob Weber

Canadian Press

May 16, 2004

(CP) - Inuit around the circumpolar world celebrated a Canadian-led diplomatic victory Monday as an international agreement came into force limiting the use of the "dirty dozen" chemicals poisoning the Arctic.

But some environmentalists warn the hard work of updating Canada's regulations on so-called persistent organic pollutants, which could affect everything from landfills to incinerators to wood stoves, has just begun.

After 15 years of negotiations, the Stockholm Convention on such chemicals as PCBs, dioxins and furans is now binding on its signatories.

"We're absolutely thrilled," said Sheila Watt-Cloutier, chairwoman of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference, which represents 155,000 Inuit worldwide.  "For us, it's not just an environmental issue, it's an issue of health."

The convention commits signatories to eliminating the use of a dozen chemicals once used in pesticides, such as DDT and PCBs. The latter were used for industrial cooling. Producing or importing PCBs into Canada was

banned in 1980 when they were linked to liver, skin and nerve disorders in humans and brain cancer in mice.

But global climate flows have kept pumping the chemicals into Canada's Arctic, where they have accumulated in the tissues of animals commonly used for food.

The Inuit have recorded some of the highest PCB levels in the world, up to 10 times levels found in southern Canada. The chemical has been found in the breast milk of Inuit mothers.

Canada began raising concerns on the international stage as far back as 1989 and conducted much of the research that eventually persuaded the world to act.

Canada was also the first country to sign and ratify the convention when it was created in 2001. The convention was to come into force 90 days after the 50th country ratified it, which France did last February.

A plan on how Canada will implement the convention is expected by May 2005, in time for an international conference in Ecuador, said Cheryl Heathwood of Environment Canada.

With standards on emissions and a national inventory on chemical stockpiles already in place, "we're in good shape," she said.

But some environmentalists say developing the plan is an opportunity to improve current regulations.

New chemicals have come on the market that may behave in similar ways to the banned substances, they say. Current regulations, which allow old transformers to leak as much as one gram of PCB-laden oil per day, may need tightening.

And Canada needs to examine how dioxins and furans are produced as a result of industrial, municipal and household practices.

"What we still haven't done anything about is the unintentional by production  of those dangerous chemicals in other kinds of industries - and we're talking about any industry that burns stuff," said Karen Wristen of the

Canadian Arctic Resources Committee from Ottawa.

Daniel Green of the Sierra Club said incinerators from Quebec to Alberta are still releasing PCBs into the environment, as are some industrial plants and municipal landfills.

"Hopefully, the coming into force of the Stockholm Convention will force Canada to live by the convention it signed," he said from Montreal.

Heathwood said private homes are one of Canada's largest sources of dioxins and furans.

"We're also going to have to look at wood stoves and open burning," she said. "That needs to be part of the plan."

For now, though, Watt-Cloutier is content.

Her group is hosting a feast in Iqaluit, Nunavut, today to celebrate the occasion. Many of the foods once threatened by contamination - caribou, char, whale skin - will be served.

"We are going to celebrate that day," she said. "Perhaps, in the future, we're going to have safer country food."

© The Canadian Press 2004 
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NY TIMES

Unnatural Weather, Natural Disasters: A New U.N. Focus

May 18, 2004

By ELIZABETH OLSON

As 1999 drew to a close, two weeks of continuous rain drummed down the sides of the Ávila Mountains in northern Venezuela. The soil was so saturated that landslides and mudflows careered down the mountain, washing away towns, dams and bridges and claiming thousands of lives.

Although this was one of the deadliest natural disasters in recent decades, it was far from unique. Last year, 700 floods, storms and other weather calamities claimed 75,000 lives worldwide and caused about $65 billion in economic damage. By far, most of the victims - about 98 percent - were in the poorest nations.

But officials at the World Meteorological Organization, the world's weather agency, say that in the future that toll can be cut in half. The little-known United Nations agency, with 187 member countries, began a drive in March to improve early weather warnings and disaster preparations, and to build up weather agencies in developing countries.

Michel Jarraud, who took over as secretary general of the Geneva-based agency in January, said sweeping improvements in forecasting had made it possible to notify people of impending disasters in time to evacuate them or shore up their defenses.

"Five-day forecasts today are as good as two-day forecasts were about 20 years ago," Mr. Jarraud said. And they can be broadcast almost instantaneously, almost anywhere in the world.

China, for example, used such forecasting when its coast was hit by Typhoon Winnie in 1997, said Gao Lanying, a meteorologist with the Chinese weather agency. Accurate forecasting allowed the government to broadcast typhoon information hourly, to recall fishing boats to port, to evacuate 1.4 million people from risky and low-lying areas, and to move grains and other materials. The death toll was 239, rather than thousands, she wrote in a recent paper analyzing China's meteorological disasters.

While forecasting has improved, Mr. Jarraud said there was a worrisome gap between developed countries and developing ones. Poorer nations often lack the means to use weather data to blunt the effects of natural disasters and to avoid disruptions to food and water supplies.

The cost of natural disasters and their negative effects on development have attracted the attention of the World Bank, which no longer thinks of disasters as a purely humanitarian issue. Natural disasters can decimate a country's economy. Venezuela's 1999 mudslides cost the country $3.2 billion. Honduras lost 41 percent of its

annual gross domestic product when Hurricane Mitch barreled through in October 1998, according to the World Bank.

"This is not just a natural phenomenon and there's nothing to do about it," said Margaret Arnold, a hazard management official at the bank. "There is a lot you can do."

Mr. Jarraud said such devastating losses made it urgent to take action. "We have to get out of our box and look at things from a wider perspective to help these countries," he said.

By contrast, industrialized nations incorporate weather predictions into their emergency preparedness efforts. "We don't have situations such as countries like Bangladesh, where a natural disaster can kill thousands of people," said Dr. Ronald D. McPherson, executive director of the American Meteorological Society. "Those people would have been moved away in advance."

One reason the United States loses relatively few lives is experience; it has had to learn to cope with some of the world's worst weather. "We have about as many hurricanes as China, as many winter storms as Russia and Europe, thunderstorms and virtually all the world's tornadoes plus big distances here, which make everything vulnerable to disruption," said William Hooke, director of the meteorological society's atmospheric policy program.

But Dr. McPherson noted that developing countries often lacked preparedness plans. "Part of it is lack of money and lack of experience," he said, "and it's lack of political will." Many politicians do not understand what modern forecasting can do, he said, and some cultures are fatalistic about such catastrophes.

Venezuela's government has promised to put a high priority on developing a rainfall monitoring network, coupled with an early warning system for the Ávila Mountains, where thousands still make their homes along banks carved out by the mudflows or on crumbling hillsides.

"Perhaps we cannot prevent landslides, flash floods and debris flows," said Dr. José L. López, an engineering

professor at the University of Central Venezuela who speaks for the government on weather issues. "But we can be much better prepared to prevent these natural hazards from becoming disasters."

Mr. Jarraud acknowledged that his initiative, which does not have its own budget, could not be accomplished

overnight. He has set a 15-year timeline for improving early warnings and disaster preparedness, and bolstering national weather agencies.

A first goal is to make sure that all countries have access to observations of extreme weather events that are

collected by weather satellites, and assistance in incorporating such data into their emergency planning

system. He also wants to help train weather service personnel, transfer useful technologies and educate the

public about disaster preparedness.

In research, he said, every nation would benefit from more systematic studies and observations of weather phenomena. The world needs to know more about "how and why natural hazards happen, and how they can escalate into disasters," he said.

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/05/18/science/earth/18disa.html?ex=1085835561&ei=1&en=13483ede03004c1a
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BBC

Gene revolution 'could help poor' 
Genetically modified crops could form part of the answer to world hunger, according to a United Nations report. 
With the world population set to rise by two billion over the next 30 years, such crops could help meet food needs. 

Drought and insect-resistant crops could boost yields and incomes, the United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) says. 

But it warns that biotechnology is no panacea and must focus on the needs of developing countries. 

Global attitudes 
The report comes days after the decision by US agri-chemical company Monsanto to stop marketing modified wheat because of consumer opposition. 

Hunger is not a problem that needs technical solutions; it needs political will and appropriate policies 
Dr Doreen Stabinsky, Greenpeace 

Commercial resistance to a strain of wheat called Roundup Ready has been so strong the company has decided to shelve its original plans. 

But the UN report suggests that although many Europeans are opposed to the idea of GM food on their plates, many in the developing world are not. 

It cites a survey in which the majority of those questioned in India, Colombia and Nigeria believed the benefits of biotechnology outweighed its risks. 

In its State of Food and Agriculture report, the Organization said that biotechnology could help poorer farmers by increasing both the amount of crop grown and its quality. 

"Biotechnology has tremendous potential to improve agricultural productivity and raise farm incomes," FAO's Terri Raney, author of the report, told BBC News Online. 

Gene revolution 
Genetic modification, Raney said, could create crops that targeted the specific problems and needs of developing countries. 

Vitamin-laced strains of rice and protein-enriched vegetables could improve nutrition levels. 

In India, researchers are developing a "protato" - a protein-rich variety of the tuber - which includes genes from a high-protein South American wheat called amaranth. 

And in the Philippines, "golden rice" - a strain genetically engineered to produce beta-carotene - is estimated to have potential economic benefits of $137m. 

Critics say these kinds of GM foods will not solve fundamental problems of poverty and undernourishment, and are "technical fixes" for problems that could be solved by, for example, greater investment in distribution networks and a fairer system of international trade. 

"We know there is ample food on the planet. Most of the problems are not technical, they're about access to markets, access to credit, land," Dr Doreen Stabinsky, a Greenpeace science adviser, told the Associated Press. 

"Hunger is not a problem that needs technical solutions; it needs political will and appropriate policies." 

Research for the poor 
It also remains unclear exactly what impact GM crops have on both human health and the environment. 

"The only way to find out is to cautiously experiment with those crops," Raney said. 

At the moment, FAO said, biotech companies were making crops for the industrialised world and not for those who farmed in developing countries. 

It argued multinationals needed to be persuaded that it made financial sense to invest in new varieties of crops already grown in the developing world, such as rice, millet, cassava, banana and white maize. 

Currently just four crops - soybean, maize (corn), BT cotton and canola (oilseed rape) account for 99% of global genetically modified crops. 

The bulk of these are grown in six countries - the US, Argentina, Canada, Brazil, China and South Africa. 

Any potential gains would take time to arrive, Raney said. 

"There are big challenges - much of the science is still in the pipeline," she said. "We won't start to see the impact for at least five or 10 years." 

WHERE THE WORLD'S GM CROPS ARE GROWN 

Others: 0.3 mha (Australia, Bulgaria, Colombia, Germany, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Philippines, Romania, Spain and Uruguay) 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/3711507.stm

Published: 2004/05/17 12:33:05 GMT

© BBC MMIV
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BBC

'Medicinal' GM crops produced 
By Richard Black 
BBC science correspondent 


Scientists have genetically engineered plants to produce health-promoting substances usually found in fish. 
The British researchers say this could lead to a new generation of food crops able to reduce the risk of heart disease and other medical conditions. 

With fish stocks declining worldwide, biotech crops could provide a more environmentally sound source of the "medicinal" omega fatty acids. 

The work is published in the science journal Nature Biotechnology. 

Fatty acids 
Dr Colin Lazarus, from Bristol University, and colleagues put genes for three fatty acids into a plant called Arabidopsis , a relative of the cabbage. 

Two of the genes came from algae and the third from a fungus. As the plants grew, the genes turned themselves on to produce omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids, which are known to have significant health benefits. 

This is the first time that genes have been put into higher plants to produce high amounts of fatty acids 
Dr Baoxiu Qi, Bath University 

"They all belong to the families known as very long-chain polyunsaturated omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids," explained co-researcher Dr Baoxiu Qi, who now works out of Bath University. 

According to the scientists, these genes could, in principal, be added to many different agricultural plants. 

"Any plants with green tissue, they all have the potential to produce these long-chain fatty acids," Dr Qi told BBC News Online. 

"If we try to increase the omega-3 fatty acids in a plant, a good source would be linseed; and for the omega-6, I think rapeseed would be quite good, or soya. 

"As far as I know, this is the first time that genes have been put into higher plants to produce high amounts of fatty acids." 

Health foods 
These fatty acids reduce the risk of heart disease, relieve symptoms of inflammatory conditions such as rheumatoid arthritis, and there is also some evidence that they are effective against diabetes. 

For all these reasons, they are a prominent ingredient of many health foods. 

They are found most commonly in oily fish - but with fish stocks declining and prices escalating in some parts of the world, there is a growing demand for other sources of fatty acids. 

The Bath scientists were partially financed by the German biotech company BASF which says it will be pursuing this research further. 

It may well be that biotech crops producing such healthy substances will prove less controversial than current GM products. 



Reuters
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EU Expansion Yields Environmental Treasure
BRUSSELS - Expanding to the east has brought the European Union a wealth of natural gems, many preserved for decades behind the Iron Curtain, but the newcomers will have to work hard to preserve them. 

Countries such as Poland, Hungary, the Czech and Slovak Republics and the three Baltic states - now all EU members - are a true environmental treasure-trove, ecologists say. 

Many areas that for 50 years were accessible only to border guards and wildlife have been turned into national parks following the collapse of communist governments in central and eastern Europe. 

They are home to about one-fifth of Europe's forests, some primeval, and several animal species such as the brown bear, lynx and wolf that are slowly disappearing in western Europe and need large undisturbed territories just to survive. 

Stunning river valleys in eastern Slovakia, unique shifting sand dunes on Poland's Baltic coast and Slovenia's population of cave-dwelling fauna - the richest in the world - are just a few examples of the outstanding beauty now within EU borders. 

But the picture is still not entirely rosy and the industry-intensive policies of former communist countries have a lot to answer for. Managing water and waste is a major headache. 

Smokestacks belched toxic cocktails of sulphur dioxide and other gases produced acid rain which devastated nearby forests. Much of that has changed for the better - but problems remain. 

"Water is at the top of the list, and also waste management. That goes right across all the countries," said Andreas Beckmann at the WWF conservation body, adding that the new members needed 10 more years to meet EU water standards. 

The newcomers will need to invest up to 120 billion euros ($141.7 billion) to comply with EU environmental laws and standards, experts say, and all have been granted transition periods in specific problem areas. Some of these run up to 12 years. 

BLACK TRIANGLE 

Historically, central and eastern Europe was underdeveloped and never experienced the industrial revolution that transformed the rest of the continent. While some pristine areas were ravaged under communism, others were left largely untouched. 

"Communism had a paradoxical impact: the top-down centrally controlled system...destroyed areas like the Black Triangle but there are other areas where no development was concentrated. As a result, they were relatively preserved," Beckmann said. The infamous "Black Triangle," a coal mining area straddling the borders of Poland, the Czech Republic and the former East Germany was once known as one of world's most polluted regions. 

Strip coalmining devastated large parts of the aptly-nicknamed region, while intense energy and chemicals production cut the life expectancy of local people by 10 years. 

Emissions have decreased considerably over the past decade thanks to the closure of old factories as well as investment in pollution control and cleaner technology. 

Now, the region is seen as something of a success story. Salmon have returned to its once-polluted rivers and forests previously destroyed by acid rain are growing again. 

MASSIVE PROGRESS 

Most experts, and the European Commission, agree that the EU's new members have made tremendous progress in cleaning up their landscapes. 

Many Soviet-style factories that were identified as the cause of extreme air and water pollution were shut in the early 1990s as the economies of the ex-communist countries moved away from centrally planned to more market-oriented systems. 

"The good news also is that in the past 14 years, the environmental situation in many accession countries has improved substantially," said the European Environmental Bureau (EEB). "However, the gains of today cannot be taken for granted for the future." 

Ambitious projects for building new roads and factories are seen as factors that will hinder the environmental clean-up, as well as changing consumer habits from the increased prosperity that results from the newcomers joining the EU's single market. 

Cities such as Prague, which steadily became a tourist center from the early 1990s, have seen a building frenzy that has resulted in an unseemly and dirty urban sprawl, ecologists say. 

Another worry is that the EU's expansion may create new opportunities for the illegal trade in wild animals and timber. 

The EU was already a major market for smuggled wildlife and illegally harvested timber even before this month's enlargement, with central and eastern European countries used as transit routes for smuggling operations - especially from Russia. 

Story by Jeremy Smith 

Story Date: 18/5/2004
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Reuters

Forest fires rage in Russia, 7 die

MOSCOW, Russia (Reuters) -- Forest fires in southeastern Russia have killed seven people, including a child, with officials evacuating hundreds of residents from stricken areas, Russian media reported.
News agencies quoted the Emergency Ministry as saying an IL-76 water bomber aircraft had dumped more than 160 tonnes on 5,000 hectares of fires fanned by high temperatures and winds.

Oleg Bogomolov, governor of Kurgan region, told NTV television that firefighters had been battling the blaze in four villages only to find that a fifth had been razed.

One elderly woman told NTV rescuers came too late to her village to evacuate residents.

Pelageya Germanova, a woman in her fifies, said her husband had died as he could not walk. "I felt my feet were already on fire and my eyes felt like they were full of sand," she said, hunched on her hospital bed.

"I left him and said goodbye. But he told me: 'Polya, don't leave me."'

Officials, joined at the scene by Emergencies Minister Sergei Shoigu, said the fires were being brought under control.

Interfax news agency quoted an Emergency Ministry official as saying that more than 400 hectares of forest fires were raging in neighbouring Chelyabinsk region.

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Novosti

SIBERIA'S SOUTH CRIES HELP WITH FOREST FIRES 
TYUMEN, May 16 (RIA Novosti) - Forest fires killed seven, Friday, in the Tyumen Region, South Siberia, report gubernatorial PR of the neighbouring Kurgan Region, also conflagration-swept. 

Nine fires are raging today over a total 5,000 hectares. 1,200 Civil Defence firemen are fighting the calamity with 105 fire engines, three fire-extinguisher trains, and two aircraft-a plane and a helicopter-of the federal Ministry for Emergency and Calamity Relief. 

Oleg Bogomolov, Kurgan regional governor, ordered the Ketovo district administration and welfare board to urgently enlist victims and people the fire left homeless, and accommodate refugees. District authorities have copes with a greater part of the assignment for now. 

The refugees are putting up in Kurgan's and the Ketovo district's fitness camps. In particular, 189 people from the fire-consumed Chashinsky township are in the Aurora camp, and another fourteen at the Lesniki holiday hotel. A total 644 Chashinsky refugees are registered for today. All have received shoes, clothes and other bare necessities. 

The Chashinsky secondary school had to finish its academic year ahead of schedule. The 125 local orphanage inmates are putting up in boarding schools nearby. The regional administration is thinking up a new orphanage address. 

Offices have been started in Kurgan and Ketovo to collect public charitable donations on governor Bogomolov's order. Charitable bank accounts are opened. Big teams of agony psychologists and first-aid doctors have gathered in Kurgan city hospitals and the Ketovo district hospital from elsewhere. 

The regional emergency commission had one of its regular sessions today, governor Bogomolov chairing. The team is ready with all necessary papers for medical aid and readjustment grants. 

The governor telegraphed the federal Cabinet for rescue and repair allocations out of the government reserve fund. The regional administration has vouched emergency grants to people who lost all their possessions in the fire. 
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE
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General Environment News

Yaounde Ready for Forest Conference

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): The Conference on the Central African Moist Forest Ecosystems is scheduled for Yaounde from May 24 to 26. Ahead of the 5th Conference on Central African Moist Forest Ecosystems (CEFDHAC) to take place in Yaounde from May 24 to 26, the World Nature Conservation Union (IUCN) and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), last May 14 organized a press conference to drill journalists on the missions of CEFDHAC and the stakes of the up coming conference. The director of IUCN for Central Africa, Daniel Ngantou told journalists that the main objective of CEFDHAC created in 1996 was to "encourage actors involved in forest management in the Central African sub-region to conserve forest ecosystems and ensure a lasting and equitable use of forest resources". He stated that IUCN was mandated to play the facilitating role in CEFDHAC by working towards convening conferences and mobilizing financial resources in order to implement the resolutions and recommendations of CEFDHAC. The organization’s conferences rotate in the different ten member States. Since inception, conference held were focused on themes such as the joint management of Central African forest resources, governance and joint management of ecosystems and concerting for sustainable management of ecosystems and fighting poverty. Mr. Ngantou said that each theme was chosen to respond to particular exigencies. The 5th conference to be held in Yaounde will be under the theme "governance and the multi- actor partnership for sustainable management of Central African forest ecosystems". He justified the choice of the theme by stating that through governance, CEFDHAC authorities want to take into consideration NEPAD's recommendations in environmental management, national governance programmes, forestry policy and the decentralisation of managing natural resources. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405171010.html
Kenya to relocate 200 elephants over human-wildlife conflict

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Kenya Wildlife Services (KWS) plans to relocate over 200 elephants from the Shimba Hills National Reserve in the South coast to Northern Kenya game sanctuaries amidst persistent human-wildlife conflict in the mainly farming region. Although the KWS had erected an electric fence around the 250 square kilometers reserve, authorities said the elephants still found their way out and interfere with the life of residents nearby. This has forced some residents to abandon their farms and homes, Shimba Hills senior warden, Jonathan Kirui, said Monday. He said the Northern Kenya plains were ideal for the elephants because they had little or no human population. The warden said the elephant population in the game sanctuary had grown from 600 in 1995 to about 1,700 to date.

Moosa in Line for Top World Posting

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Recently retired Environment Minister Valli Moosa is in the running for one of the world's top conservation jobs: president of the highly influential World Conservation Union. Better known by the initials of its former name - International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources - the IUCN is a unique conservation partnership whose membership includes 76 states, 114 government agencies, 800-plus non-government organizations, and some 10 000 scientists and environmental experts from 181 countries. Established in 1948, the multi-cultural, multi-lingual body has over 1 000 staff located in 62 countries, with its headquarters in Gland, Switzerland. Its mission is "to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustaining". Its patrons include Nelson Mandela and Queen Noor of Jordan. The IUCN co-hosted the major World Wilderness Congress in Durban last year. In October and November last year, director-general Achim Steiner wrote to voting members inviting them to put forward to the IUCN council candidates for the positions of, among others, president, treasurer and chairs of various commissions.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405170879.html
_________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Set for ban, DDT lingers in battle against malaria 
The Jakarta Post, May 18, 2004 - Few poisons have ridden such a rollercoaster through environmental history as DDT.
Once hailed as a miracle pesticide, DDT is outlawed as one of a "Dirty Dozen" chemicals from May 17 even as it stays in use as a controversial spray against malaria-spreading mosquitoes. 
…"Of all the pollutants released into the environment every year by human activity, POPS are the most dangerous," said UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer, adding that the world should hunt for alternatives to DDT to control malaria. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailfeatures.asp?fileid=20040518.P02&irec=2 


New Campaign Joins Development Goals With Clean Seas Targets 
UN Wire News, Sunday, May 16, 2004  - The U.N. Environment Program helped launch a global program Friday in the Australian city of Cairns aimed at cleaning up the seas by ensuring that people have access to safe drinking water and toilets. 
Wastewater Emission Targets — Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for All (WET-WASH) is founded on the principle that while industrial, agricultural and other diffuse sources of pollution pose a threat to the oceans, sewage is the largest source of marine contamination by volume (U.N. release, May 14). 
In South Asia, for example, over 800 million people have no access to basic sanitation, meaning much of their raw sewage is being discharged directly into the sea where it can contaminate shellfish and foster toxic algae blooms.  In East Asia, more than 500 million people are without basic sanitation, and in the Northwest Pacific more than 400 million people lack those services.  The global economic burden due to disease and death caused by the pollution of coastal waters is estimated at $16 billion a year.
http://www.unwire.org/UNWire/20040517/449_23934.asp 

Coastal Sewage Contamination Gets International Attention 
CAIRNS, Australia, May 17, 2004 (ENS) - Globally, sewage is the largest source of marine contamination by volume, so to address this issue, the United Nations Friday launched a new campaign to clean up the seas by ensuring that people have access to toilets and safe drinking water. 
The new campaign was inaugurated in Cairns, by a United Nations organization and a partnership group working collaboratively - the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council. 
They are calling the new effort "Wastewater Emission Targets - Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for All," or WET-WASH.
Council Chairman Jan Pronk of The Netherlands said WET-WASH is an important effort because the campaign links Wastewater Emission Targets and the UN Millennium Development Goals for water and sanitation. These links are "vital for poverty alleviation and sustainable development efforts," said Pronk. 
The WET-WASH campaign was launched at the end of the Global H20 - Hilltops-2-Oceans Partnership Conference in Cairns that took place from May 11 to 14. 
The conference and trade fair took place on the doorstep of the world's longest reef - The Great Barrier Reef - which is at risk from poor catchment management, unsustainable fisheries, climate change and oil exploration. 
Policy makers, industry representatives, nongovernmental organizations, academics and other experts gathered to share expertise, experience and solutions to the problems of marine pollution, with a view to developing a multistakeholder program of work to protect the marine environment from land based activities. Participants discussed the links between integrated water resources management and integrated coastal area management.
Sewage from the land flows into the ocean, so the new campaign comes under the jurisdiction of a UNEP program known as the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, coordinated by Dr. Veerle Vandeweerd, also of The Netherlands, where the program's office is based at The Hague. 
"Achieving this will require alternatives to traditional large scale investment projects," said Vandeweerd. "We need more innovative approaches to technology, infrastructure development, financing and management, including more use of natural sewage filtering systems like ponds, reed beds and mangrove swamps." 
Pollution of coastal waters costs the world some $16 billion annually due to ill health, disease, and death, UNEP estimates. 
In addition, there is an increasing number of dead zones - areas in the world's oceans and seas that are starved for oxygen UNEP warns that proliferation of dead zones could be a greater threat to fish populations than overfishing.
These dead zones are linked to an excess of nutrients, mainly nitrogen, that originate from agricultural fertilizers, vehicle and factory emissions and domestic wastes.
Low levels of oxygen in the water make it difficult for fish, oysters and other marine creatures to survive as well as for important habitats such as sea grass beds. 
In South Asia alone, over 800 million people have no access to basic sanitation, putting them at high risk from sewage related diseases and death. The level of untreated domestic wastes being discharged into the region’s coastal waters are likely to be the highest in the world, increasing the risk of shellfish contamination and the chance of toxic, algal blooms poisoning fish and wildlife. 
Precious habitats, such as South Asia’s coral reefs, are likely to be under increased stress as a result of the high levels of nutrients and suspended solids linked with the discharges. 
The second most vulnerable region is the seas of East Asia. Here, more than 500 million people are without access to proper sanitation. 
In the seas of the North-West Pacific, more than 400 million people have no access to basic sanitation services.
Still, the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council says that success stories from Asia, Africa and Latin America have shown that approaches focused on people and led by communities can employ innovative sanitation technologies to reduce poverty, improve health and restore human dignity to the poorest of the poor.
The Hilltops-2-Oceans (H2O) Partnership Initiative, launched at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in September 2002, aims to strengthen national and regional governance frameworks that protect coastal and marine environments by highlighting the link between freshwater and marine ecosystems. 
The partnership will build multi-stakeholder capacity for integrated water resource and coastal area management. In addition, the use of time bound Wastewater Emission Targets as a tool for managing water from the hilltops to the oceans will be explored. 
Next on the agenda is a November conference - Global WASH Forum 2004 - convened by the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council and hosted by the Senegal Ministry for the Environment and Sanitation in Dakar.
With the theme of Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for All - Building Coalitions for the Millennium Development Goals conference participants will include representatives from national governments, international organizations and community based organisations as well as the public sector, external support and donor agencies, the private sector, NGOs, grassroots organisations, academia and the media. 

The Global WASH Forum 2004 will take place from November 22 to 26 in Dakar

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

Environment related news

Libération, 17 mai : Pollution. La Convention de Stockholm sur les polluants organiques entre en vigueur aujourd'hui.
Au Nunavut, des poisons sur le gril

La fin des «douze salopards» est proche. Aujourd'hui, grâce à la ratification de la France ​ cinquantième signataire en février ​, la convention de Stockholm de 2001 entre en application. Elle doit interdire (ou sévèrement restreindre) l'emploi de douze polluants organiques persistants (POP) : produits chimiques industriels ​ dont les polychlorobiphényles (PCB), pesticides et contaminants (dioxines, etc.).
http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=206385
The Independent, 15 May: Eco-friendly estates win green award

As little as six years ago the Greenwich Millennium Village was one of the most polluted corners of Britain. Now it is home to several acres of meadow, large numbers of reed warblers and nearly 500 "sustainable" homes partially powered by their own waste.

The village, sited on the heavily contaminated remains of Europe's largest gas works, was yesterday named as the joint winner of a new award (WWF) to recognise environmentally friendly new housing. 

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/environment/story.jsp?story=521467
Le Figaro, 17 mai : Etats-Unis: la qualité de l'eau menacée par des installations vieillissantes

WASHINGTON (AFP) - La qualité de l'eau courante aux Etats-Unis est menacée par le vieillissement des infrastructures dans nombre d'agglomérations, ce qui pose des risques potentiels sérieux pour la santé publique, selon des experts privés et du gouvernement. 

Des niveaux élevés de plomb, un poison dangereux surtout pour le développement mental des enfants, découverts récemment dans l'eau du robinet à Washington, a relancé le débat sur le problème. 

Selon l'Agence fédérale de protection de l'environnement (EPA), environ 20% des cas d'intoxication au plomb aux Etats-Unis proviennent de la consommation d'eau.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040516093435.110ksxxb.html
Le Figaro, 17 mai : Climat et économies d'énergie: une campagne française pour mobiliser l'opinion

PARIS (AFP) - Le gouvernement a lancé vendredi une "campagne de mobilisation nationale" de trois ans pour sensibiliser les Français aux gestes de la vie courante qui économisent l'énergie et contribuent ainsi à combattre le changement climatique.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040515113257.6806vvfe.html
Le Figaro, 17 mai : Bruxelles lèvera le moratoire européen sur les nouveaux OGM le 19 mai

BRUXELLES (AFP) - La Commission européenne décidera le 19 mai de lever le moratoire observé depuis 1999 sur les nouveaux OGM, en autorisant la commercialisation du maïs transgénique BT-11 de la firme suisse Syngenta. 

"C'est à l'ordre du jour de la réunion du collège (des commissaires) le 19 mai", a indiqué Beate Gminder, porte-parole du commissaire à l'Alimentation David Byrne. 

La décision de la Commission ne fait aucun doute depuis plusieurs mois dans la mesure où Bruxelles considère avoir respecté la demande des gouvernements et du Parlement européen en faisant adopter une nouvelle législation sur l'étiquetage et la réglementation des OGM, entrée en vigueur le 18 avril.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040513150120.n7iy2hpi.html
Libération, 14 mai : Déchets. Des élus français planchent sur des expériences de valorisation venues de l'étranger, alors que l'Hexagone s'est fait une spécialité de l'incinération.
La magie du recyclage à l'Assemblée

Que faire des centaines de millions de tonnes de déchets ménagers et industriels ? Toujours plus nombreux, toujours plus complexes, et plus chers à retraiter, qui bien souvent finissent en fumées douteuses dans les incinérateurs, la voie royale choisie par la France depuis des décennies, en dépit des interrogations sur les émanations qu'ils provoquent. Pendant deux jours à l'Assemblée nationale, les élus français vont plancher sur les expériences venues de l'étranger qui, sur le papier du moins, semblent alléchantes : ils prétendent faire fortune en se débarrassant de leurs détritus.

Avance. Toronto, cinquième ville d'Amérique du Nord, revendique ainsi une politique exemplaire. Privée de décharge de proximité depuis 2002 (la plus proche est aux Etats-Unis, à plus de 1 000 kilomètres), la cité a lancé un projet de grande ampleur…

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=205277
_________________________________________________________________________________________
ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –17 May  2004
http://www.cronica.com.mx/
En vigor, tratado internacional para eliminar contaminantes 

La Convención de Estocolmo sobre Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes entró en vigor hoy convirtiendo en obligatorios los esfuerzos Internacionales para eliminar dichas sustancias, informó el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 

“La Convención salvará vidas y protegerá el entorno, especialmente en los países más pobres, al prohibir la producción y uso de algunas de las sustancias químicas más tóxicas jamás conocidas”, dijo el director del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, en Nairobi, sede permanente de la agencia de la ONU. 

“En los próximos años los gobiernos nacionales y los compromisos de los donantes internacionales canalizarán más de 500 millones de dólares hacia un ambicioso programa para asegurar que las futuras generaciones no tengan que vivir como la generación actual con estas sustancias tóxicas almacenadas en sus cuerpos”, agregó Toepfer. 

El Convenio fue firmado el 23 de mayo de 2001 en la capital sueca y, al entrar en vigor, será un instrumento internacional jurídicamente vinculante para la aplicación de medidas que reduzcan los Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes (conocidos abreviadamente como COP). 

Los COP son sustancias químicas no biodegradables, se acumulan en los organismos vivos a través de la red alimentaria y suponen un riesgo al provocar daños a la salud humana y al medio ambiente. 

Los efectos incluyen, entre otros, cáncer, daños al sistema nervioso, interferencia con la capacidad reproductiva de los humanos y muchas otras especies, disminución en el desarrollo intelectual de los niños y debilitamiento del sistema inmunológico. 

Estas sustancias tienen además la característica de perdurar y poder ser transportadas largas distancias, y han sido halladas en regiones muy alejadas de su lugar de origen y utilizadas, especialmente, en las regiones más frías del planeta. 

Los primeros COP sobre los que se ha decidido actuar son los conocidos como “la docena sucia”: aldrin, bifenilos policlorados (PCB), clordano, DDT, dieldrina, dioxinas, endrina, furanos, heptacloro, hexaclorobenceno, mirex y toxafeno. 

Ocho de estas doce sustancias químicas designadas para ser eliminadas bajo el tratado global son pesticidas usados en la agricultura, el control de enfermedades. 

www.ipsz
COLOMBIA:
Traditional and Biotech Efforts to Save National Flower 

Yadira Ferrer* 


BOGOTA, May 15 (Tierramérica) - In a space of 250 square metres in the garden of his home in the city of Medellín, Carlos Sánchez, a retired industrial engineer, enjoys the daily pleasure of seeing several hundred cattleya trianae orchids grow. 

It is Colombia's national flower and is threatened with extinction as a result of environmental degradation and urbanisation. But using both traditional and modern techniques, experts are fighting to keep this emblematic flower from disappearing. 

Sánchez, a member of the Colombian Orchid Society, has in his garden some 5,000 orchid plants, mostly the cattleya trianae, which he has been able to reproduce and preserve using the ”comparción”, or dividing, technique that he learned from his grandparents as a child in the countryside. 

”For the reproduction one takes an adult plant and divides it into several pieces, ensuring that each part has a minimum of four or five leaves, and then lets them take root,” he explained to Tierramérica. 

Sánchez maintains that his ”homemade” technique allows the plant to flower within four years, while the in vitro technique used by experts in the laboratory entails a seven-year wait. 

The cattleya trianae is on its way to extinction because its habitat has been destroyed, but ”a great number of institutions and individuals are working to prevent the species from disappearing.” 

Among those institutions is the Colombian Orchid Society, based in the northwestern Colombian city of Medellín and founded 40 years ago. Its 180 members promote the study, cultivation, conservation and crossbreeding of orchids, and they pressure the government to take action to preserve and recuperate the ecosystems in which this species grows. 

The orchid foundation of Tolima, a department of central Colombia, maintains an ”orchidary” where visitors can appreciate 150 species that are extinct in nature, as well as other orchids that are endangered, including the national flower. 

The foundation is a non-governmental organisation created 12 years ago, and among its objectives is environmental education and raising awareness of the visitors it receives daily. 

In the Colombian capital, the recovery effort for the cattleya trianae is led by the Bogotá Botanical Garden, where the largest-scale in vitro reproduction of the orchid takes place. 

The process is initiated by biologists, who seek out seeds or germinated plants that possess the necessary traits for laboratory reproduction. There, in a long process, the natural conditions of germination are replicated to obtain the desired basic material. 

According to Botanical Garden experts, the institution has enough material to produce thousands of plants, but is so far opting to maintain them in semi-natural spaces where their survival can be guaranteed. 

The flower takes its name from English botanist William Cattley (1788-1835) and forms part of the orquidea family found in the tropics of the Americas. 

The cattleya trianae, endemic to Colombia, is an epiphyte, meaning it does not require soil, and is found in the central departments of Tolima, Huila and Cundinamarca. Its flowers range across 15 colours, from white to red. 

The orchids traditionally have been found in areas ranging from the seashore to the mountains, but the best zone to find them is from 1,800 to 2,500 metres above sea level. 

Biologist Manuela Herrera, of the state-run Universidad del Atlántico, told Tierramérica that the cattleya trianae is one of the 3,000 orchid species found in Colombia, which represent approximately 10 percent of these flower species worldwide. 

Plants are the leading natural wealth of Colombia, with 45 to 55 thousand species of flora, of which a third are found only in this country, she said. 

This great biodiversity is very vulnerable to the destructive actions of humans in their habitat, and some 10,000 plant species are threatened -- a situation that is particularly grave for orchids, stressed the expert. 

”At the end of the 19th century, ships carrying cattleyas travelled from the Americas to Europe, destined for nobility, and only five percent of the shipments reached their destination,” said Herrera. 

(*Yadira Ferrer is a Tierramérica contributor. Originally published May 8 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) 

(END/2004)

ENVIRONMENT-CENTRAL AMERICA:
Unrestricted Zone for Paraquat Herbicide 

José Eduardo Mora* 


SAN JOSE, May 12 (Tierramérica) - Environmental groups are waging war on the herbicide paraquat, considered toxic to the environment and human health, and banned in several countries. But this synthetic chemical continues to be sold and used, largely unregulated, in Central America. 

An average of 400,000 intoxications resulting from pesticides are reported in the region each year, and paraquat, whose producers say it is harmless if used with the necessary precautions, heads the list of agro-chemicals known as ”the dirty dozen”. 

The herbicide can be obtained even by children, says activist and researcher Hernán Hermosilla, member of the Emaús Forum, an organisation working to ban the chemical in Costa Rica and supporting regional initiatives in the same vein. 

”Paraquat continues to be used in the Central American countries because it is effective in killing weeds, but especially because of reasons of a commercial nature,” Hermosilla said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

There are 39 products with paraquat or its derivatives circulating in the regional market, under names like: Gramoxone, Chapeador, Atila, Graminex, Serquat, Escopeta, Ultragrass, Fuego and Actor. 

Farmers use paraquat on a wide range of crops, including cotton, coffee, African palm rice, sugarcane, cacao, and banana, and often fail to take into account its environmental effects, especially on the soil, and its threat to human health. 

Paraquat is what is known as a persistent agro-toxin, which after a series of applications tends to accumulate in the soil, remaining there 16 months (under anaerobic conditions in the laboratory) and up to 13 years (in field studies), according to the Emaús Forum. 

Exposure to this herbicide through ingestion, inhalation or skin contact can, in the long term, lead to kidney, liver and heart problems, as well as scarring of the lungs and a narrowing of the esophagus. There is no antidote to reverse the effects of this chemical on the human body. 

Studies involving farm workers in Taiwan and Costa Rica also linked paraquat to skin cancer, says researcher Katharina Wesseling, from IRET, the Costa Rican National University's institute on toxic substances. 

IRET presented a regional report two weeks ago on the use of paraquat and the lack of adequate mechanisms for protecting those who handle the substance, mostly smaller farmers. 

The workers should be wearing a special protective suit and mask, and the spraying devices must be free of all leaks, said Hermosilla. 

”It is highly unlikely that small and medium farmers have the appropriate equipment. For them, it would be like having to buy a space suit, and even with the necessary precautions it wouldn't be completely safe to apply paraquat,” he said. 

Data from RAPAC (Action Network on Pesticides and Alternatives for Central America), indicate that, on average, each country in the region sees 200 deaths resulting from agro-chemical poisoning, and spends seven million dollars on treating such intoxications each year. 

If one adds the costs to the poisoning-victims' families and the workdays lost by those who become ill from the chemical, the annual sum could reach 19 million dollars, according to the calculations of Mauricio Sermeño, of the Salvadoran Ecological Unit. 



In El Salvador there are an average 20,000 paraquat poisonings annually, but official figures are much lower, Sermeño told Tierramérica. 

The Pan-American Health Organisation concluded in a study of pesticide use in Central America that for every recorded case of intoxication there are 80 to 99 that go unreported. 

RAPAL, the Latin American pesticide action network, is conducting an intensive campaign to ban paraquat use in the region. 

Chile is the only country in Latin America that has set restrictions for the pesticide: it cannot be applied by aerial means. 

Transnational fruit companies like Chiquita and Dole, which grow bananas in Central America, stopped using paraquat in October 2001. 

Sweden banned the substance in 1983, and was followed by Austria, Denmark, Finland, Hungary and Slovenia. In 2002, Malaysia joined the group of countries that have declared war on this herbicide, says journalist and researcher John Madeley in his report, ”Syngenta's Controversial Herbicide”, in reference to paraquat's global distributor. 

Syngenta took over the company Zeneca, which was the leading producer of the herbicide. Today, the chemical is produced in massive quantities in China, where Syngenta operates an enormous plant, says Madeley. 

El Salvador's National Commission on Pesticides is considering the possibility of restricting the use of several agro-chemicals, including paraquat. But if the situation in the region is to change, citizen pressure on politicians is essential, says Sermeño. 

(* José Eduardo Mora is a Tierramérica contributor. Originally published May 8 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)
________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon,

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the assassination that took place today in Baghdad:

“The Secretary-General has learned with shock and dismay of the assassination this morning in Baghdad of the President of the Iraqi Governing Council, Mr. Ezz el-Din Salim.  The Secretary-General strongly condemns this tragic and criminal act.  It is a bad day for the people of Iraq and all those striving to help them. 

“In the critical days leading up to the restoration of Iraq’s sovereignty on 30 June, it is all the more important for the Iraqi people to resolve peacefully their differences and rally together in a spirit of unity and dialogue to build the foundations of a new Iraq.

“Despite this tragic incident, which has robbed Iraq of an illustrious citizen, the United Nations remains committed to assist the Iraqi people in the transitional political process.

“On this sad and painful occasion, the Secretary-General extends his condolences to Mr. Salim’s family, as well as to the Iraqi people.”

**Secretary-General on Iraq
The Secretary-General told reporters this morning that he hoped that the culprits would be apprehended, and that the assassination will not disrupt the work being done by the team led by his Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi.

He said that today’s attack is one more reason for all those who are determined to stabilize Iraq to make sure that the elements who are determined to derail the process do not succeed.  We have copies of his comments available upstairs.

**Brahimi in Baghdad
The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, met with US Administrator in Iraq L. Paul Bremer this morning and he also visited with members of the Iraqi Governing Council, who were meeting in emergency session, following the assassination of the Governing Council President Ezz el-Din Salim.

Brahimi also issued a statement regarding the killing of Salim, with whom he spent a significant amount of time this weekend on a visit to the Kurdish north.  He said the killing had taken the life of one of Iraq’s most loyal and patriotic citizens, a man who made every sacrifice for his country, who worked sincerely and selflessly so that Iraq may regain its sovereignty and strength.  A copy of that statement is available upstairs.

Brahimi went to Erbil in the north Friday evening, where he met initially with Masoud Barzani, the head of the Kurdish Democratic Party, as well as members of his cabinet.

On Saturday, he attended the National Conference on Sovereignty and Democracy, organized by an NGO, the Iraqi Council for Peace and Solidarity.  Some 800 delegates attended from all over Iraq, including a number of members of the Iraqi Governing Council.  Ezz el-Din Salim was one of the speakers, as was 
Mr. Brahimi.

In the afternoon, he met another prominent Kurdish leader, Jalal Talabani, before attending a session of the Iraqi Kurdistan National Assembly.  For an hour and a half, he took questions from the audience, which included all 120 members of the parliamentary group, as well as 80 other guests.

On Saturday evening, he met again with Mr. Barzani.  Sunday morning, Brahimi had a breakfast meeting with Mr. Salim, and then continued talking with him for a total of two hours.

He then met with members of the troika, made up of the current, past and future presidents of the Iraqi Governing Council.  That meeting, which also included Mr. Bremer and US envoy Robert Blackwell, continued through lunch.

Brahimi then returned to Baghdad in the afternoon, and in the evening he met with Ayad Alawi, who is chair of the Wifaq, or the “consensus”, Movement.

This morning, in addition to his visit to the emergency Governing Council meeting, Brahimi met with a Governing Council member who represents the Chaldo-Assyrian community in Iraq, Yonadem Kanna, and then with Minister of Defence, Ali Alawi.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
We now have a statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding events in the Middle East:

“The Secretary-General reiterates his condemnation of Israel’s widespread destruction of Palestinian homes in Rafah in the Gaza Strip.  Recent reports from UN agencies assert that some 2,197 people have lost their homes in the first 
15 days of May.  In addition, there are reports of Israeli military plans for a more extensive round of house demolitions in Gaza.  He repeats his call on the Government of Israel to fulfil its obligations under international law as it acts to ensure its security.  As the occupying Power, it must cease such acts of collective punishment immediately, and refrain from further grave violations of international law.”

**Gaza - UNRWA
The UN agency responsible for Palestinian refugees -– UNRWA -- has opened a school to house the latest victims of the destruction and is distributing tents, food, water, kitchen kits, mattresses and blankets. 

UNRWA estimates that it will cost $32 million to rehouse the 18,382 people who have lost their homes across the Gaza Strip.

The agency’s head Peter Hansen said that UNRWA now has the job of dealing with the human tragedy behind each demolition –- the distressed children in its schools, the homeless families in need of basics like blankets, food and water, and the communities shaken by the stress of ceaseless conflict.

Hansen also stressed that his agency is facing severe under funding of its Emergency Appeal for 2004 and is unlikely to receive all the resources it needs to meet the needs of the homeless.  Already many thousands of people have waited more than two years for the agency to provide them with new, permanent shelter.  We have more information in a press release upstairs from UNRWA.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
This third, and I think last, statement attributable to the Spokesman concerns Myanmar:

“The Secretary-General notes with concern that Myanmar’s National Convention was reconvened today without the involvement of the National League for Democracy (NLD) and other political parties who won the majority of seats in the elections of 1990. 

“The Secretary-General reiterates that, for the National Convention to be credible, it must be all-inclusive and that all the delegates must be able to express their views without sanction.  The release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who has clearly indicated her willingness to work with the Government, and U Tin Oo, Deputy Chairman of the NLD, as well as the lifting of the remaining restrictions on the NLD, are essential if the international community is to recognize the National Convention as a legitimate forum for democratization and national reconciliation in Myanmar.  The Secretary-General and his Special Envoy are dismayed that, despite receiving assurances from the Government, the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) did not take these necessary steps.

“The Secretary-General appeals to the countries in the region to counsel the SPDC to take these steps.  In the belief that a solution can still be found through dialogue, the Secretary-General calls on the SPDC to allow his Special Envoy to return to Myanmar as soon as possible.”

**Security Council - Peacekeeping
The Security Council is holding a special debate today on United Nations peacekeeping, under the chairmanship of the Foreign Minister of Pakistan, Khurshid M. Kasuri.

In his remarks to the Council this morning, the Secretary-General noted that we are facing a time of surging demand for United Nations peacekeeping, and that as complex and multidimensional mandates increase, so do public expectations of what missions can achieve.

The Secretary-General called on the Security Council to provide peacekeepers with mandates that are clear, implementable and achievable, and to lead other Members States in ensuring that each mission receives the troops and resources it needs.

The Secretary-General added that peacekeeping is definitely more efficient and better coordinated than it was five years ago.  Notwithstanding these advances, however, the scale of the current surge may well outstrip our capacities to backstop the operations, and the international community will have to look at augmenting these capacities.

He said, “Peacekeeping does not relieve nations of their responsibilities. Rather, it pools national responsibilities for the greater good.”  We have copies of his speech upstairs.

**Security Council – Documents
Out today as Security Council documents are:  An exchange of letter between the Secretary-General and the Security Council President on the appointment of Javier Ruperez of Spain as Executive Director of the Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate.

And, the Report of the Commission of Inquiry on Côte d’Ivoire, which the Security Council took up last Friday.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
From the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the UN Mission reports that six armed groups operating in the eastern region of Ituri have agreed to begin the disarmament process.  At the end of a meeting in Kinshasa, the groups also reaffirmed their support for the national transition process and agreed to work towards the reunification of the country.  

The UN Mission welcomes the Ituri leaders for taking this important step and reiterates its readiness to provide assistance in the disarmament process.  The Mission also commends the Transitional Government for reaffirming its commitment to addressing the situation in Ituri.

**Lavrov
This is a retroactive statement.  On Saturday morning, the Secretary-General held a one-on-one meeting at his residence with the Russian Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov.

**Afghanistan
From Afghanistan, the main phase of Afghanistan’s disarmament programme began today in Kabul as the ninety-ninth Rocket Brigade handed over its weapons, the first time a military unit has turned in its missiles.

We have more details in the briefing notes from Kabul, which also mentions that, as of 12 May, more than 2.2 million Afghans had registered to vote.

**Secretary-General/World Telecom Day Message
Today is World Telecommunication Day and the Secretary-General has marked it with a call for greater efforts in bridging the “digital divide” so that the world’s poorest countries can benefit from advances in information and communication technologies.

The Secretary-General says access to information and technological know-how is essential to defeat hunger and protect the environment, and called for global partnerships for development between governments, the private sector, civil society and the UN.

We have copies of his full message upstairs.

**FAO/State of Food Report
The UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization has released today its annual report “The State of Food and Agriculture 2003-2004”.

In it, FAO notes that while biotechnology holds great promise for agriculture in developing countries, so far only farmers in a few developing countries are reaping those benefits.

FAO says neither the private nor the public sector has invested significantly in new genetic technologies for the so-called “orphan crops”, such as cowpea and millet, that are critical for the food supply and livelihoods of the world's poorest people.  We have more details on that upstairs.

**INCB/Eightieth Session
The eightieth session of the International Narcotics Control Board starts in Vienna today.  It will run for two weeks.  The session will focus on the interaction between supply and demand strategies against global drug abuse.

The Board is a quasi-judicial body that monitors the implementation of UN international drug control conventions.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Mayor Bloomberg
The Mayor of New York, Michael Bloomberg, is hosting a reception for the United Nations and the diplomatic corps this evening, at City Hall, and the Secretary-General will attend.  At that reception, which begins at 6:30 p.m., the Secretary-General will receive a proclamation from the Mayor.

**Press Conferences Tomorrow
Finally press conferences.  Eleven o’clock tomorrow morning in this room, Ambassador Philippe Djangone-Bi will be here to brief you on the latest developments in Côte d’Ivoire.

And then at approximately 3:30 in the afternoon, Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis of Greece will have a press conference here.

That’s all I have for you.  Mark?

**Questions and Answers

Question:   I was wondering if the UN had a view on whether Victor Bout (inaudible) remains a threat to stability in Liberia?

Spokesman:  I don’t have guidance on that Mark.  I’d have to see if I can get an answer for you after the briefing.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   Is Ambassador Brahimi still hopeful that a transitional government will be established by the end of this month despite the current difficulties, including the assassination of the President of the Governing Council? 

Spokesman:  It’s hard for me to speak for him when he is so far away.  But I think if you look at his continuing programme, how hard he is working to consult with as many Iraqis as possible, it’s obvious he is not giving up.  And I think the 30 June deadline is sacred to just about everyone.  So, I assume he will continue working towards that goal despite this morning’s assassination.  Yes?

Question:   When do you expect Mr. Brahimi back from Baghdad?

Spokesman:  We can’t give you any exact date for security reasons.  It will be towards the end of this month.  Yes, Pat?

Question:   Sometimes when these events are announced it’s ambiguous as to whether the press is invited.  Is the media invited to cover the City Hall event?  Do you know?

Spokesman:  We’ll have to check with the City for you and let you know after the briefing.

Question:   Because sometimes we’ve gone upstairs and have been embarrassed because we weren’t allowed in off hand or somebody ran to find out and ...  In my case, I just disappear when that happens.  I don’t wait to hear the answer.

Spokesman:  I’ll call City Hall, I think, and get an answer right after the briefing.  Yes?  [The Spokesman later confirmed that the event was closed to the media].

Question:   Fred, following up on the question I asked Friday about the Taiwanese journalists at the World Health Organization annual meeting.  I understood that the decision had been reversed and that Taiwanese journalists who weren’t working for the Government-controlled media would be accredited.  But this morning in Geneva they were told that yes, if you were working for Taiwanese media you could get credentials but not if you carried a Taiwanese passport.  That sort of seems to be taking with one hand and giving with the other one.

Spokesman:  I called Geneva on that matter, but I haven’t had time to double-check with the Legal Department.  What Geneva told me was that last year at this annual meeting of the World Health Organization, WHO did the accreditation and accepted Taiwanese passports.  However, the clear guidelines given to the UN Office in Geneva was that to accept Taiwanese passports would be tantamount to recognizing Taiwanese sovereignty, which, of course, is not the policy of the General Assembly.  So, when we said we were going back to our original guidelines, that did not refer to what WHO did last year, which was a violation of those guidelines.  But let me talk to OLA and let me nail this down and give you as clear an explanation of what our policy is right after the briefing.  Yes? 

Question:   Fred, any reaction from the SG on Indian general elections?

Spokesman:  No.  He will be writing a letter of congratulations, as he usually does.  I think he was impressed with such a display of democracy in action as he saw in India.  I think that’s about as far as we’ll go on that one.

Question:   Is it possible we can get that later, maybe?

Spokesman:  We’ll see if we can get it for you.  Thank you.  Thank you very much.

* *** *
ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Mini-marathon to focus on keeping environment clean
Event top priority of Environmental Citizenship Programme of BWS and JBG
By Naila Barakat: A clean environment will be the theme of the second annual Environmental mini-marathon, considered the top priority of the Environmental Citizenship Programme (ECP) of the Bahrain Women’s Society (BWS) and the Jawad Business Group (JBG). All participants and others attending the race were told to keep the environment clean as it serves the purpose of the race, organisers said during a Press conference yesterday at Jawad Food Garden in Barbar.

Present at the conference were the director of the marathon, Adnan Al Qassab, the ECP president, Sabah Al Asfoor, the programme vice-president, Meena Khadhimi, the head of Be-free, Dr. Soroor Qarooni, the BWS public-relations in charge, Azam Bano and JBG representative, Khalid Al Shaikh. 
Al Qassab said that there are five categories for the race. Winners in the first, second and third positions will be awarded, while a new category has been set for youngsters, aged 10-16, and for adults, aged 17-39, to take part in the event on May 28.

The event will be held under the patronage of president of the General Organisation for Youth and Sports Shaikh Fawaz bin Mohammed Al Khalifa. He said that the five categories will include boys, girls and men, aged 17-39 years as well as for men and women in the age group of 40 years and over.
.

 “The aim of the marathon is to expand awareness of various programmes of ECP to protect the environment in Bahrain as well as raising funds for the educational programme,” Khadhimi said. “We’re expecting a lot of participants from clubs, societies and private and government schools to come up and enrol for this marathon.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Desert plants to get new lease of life

BAHRAIN'S rapidly disappearing desert plant species are being rescued in a pioneering scheme. 

Experts at Al Areen Wildlife Park and Reserve are finding as many species as they can and then planting samples in its expanded desert garden.

So far it has given a home to about 90 of the more than 150 species of plant found in Bahrain's desert areas.

Desert plants are being destroyed by suburban expansion and random camping, said Al Areen agricultural department head Ahmed Khalifa.

He said research by the park had catalogued more than 150 species throughout the country.

Mr Ahmed said the scheme to plant them in their own reserve was launched under the guidance of Head of Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=81795&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27058
Oman
Oman for making industry green

Environmental factors are given utmost consideration while the government gives the go-ahead for industrial projects in any part of the country, a senior official of the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources has said. 

Director-General for Batinah North Suleiman bin Hamad al Kiyoumi was speaking at a forum in Sohar to discuss the environmental challenges posed by the Sohar refinery, now under construction. 

Environment Affairs Under-secretary Mohammed bin Khamis al Araimi was the guest of honour. Participants included government and private sector officials.

Mr Kiyoumi said the ministry was aware of the serious impact of environmental pollution from industrial processes on all types of life, and reiterated its concern about the environmental aspects in feasibility studies of planned industrial projects.

The forum discussed three papers on the refinery and its environmental conditions. The refinery will consist of a crude unit with a capacity of 116,400 barrels per day (bpd) and a fuel oil distilling unit with a capacity of 75,260 bpd. It will also produce 327,000 tones of propylene annually.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2004/may/middleeast_may474.xml   

The Workshop on preparation of NIP for the Stockholm Convention starts in Muscat

صباح اليوم بفندق شيراتون عمان محمد العريمي يفتتح حلقة عمل حول الأنشطة التمكينية
لوضع خطة التطبيق الوطني لاتفاقية استوكهولم
تفتتح صباح اليوم بفندق شيراتون عمان تحت رعاية سعادة محمد بن خميس العريمي وكيل وزارة البلديات الاقليمية والبيئة وموارد المياه لشئون البيئة حلقة العمل الخاصة بمشروع الانشطة التمكينية لوضع خطة التطبيق الوطني لاتفاقية استوكهولم حول الملوثات العضوية الثابتة وستفتتح فعاليات الحلقة بكلمة الوزارة التي سيلقيها محمد بن عبدالله المحرمي مدير عام الشئون البيئية والتي ستتضمن ابراز جهود السلطنة في مجال الحفاظ على البيئة ومواردها الطبيعية من شتى انواع التلوث والاستنزاف.

ثم تلقى كاتارينا الخبيرة الدولية ببرنامج الامم المتحدة للبيئة (يونيب) كلمة تتناول فيها اهمية الانضمام لاتفاقية استوكهولم والخطط التي يعكف البرنامج على تنفيذها مستقبلا.

تناقش هذه الحلقة العديد من المواضيع من اهمها مدى التزام الدول الاعضاء باتفاقية استوكهولم وادارة واستخدام المبيدات في السلطنة والادارة المتكاملة لمكافحة الافات الزراعية كما تناقش الحلقة دور الملوثات العضوية الثابتة وعلاقتها بالامراض الشائعة في السلطنة وتتطرق الى موضوع المركبات العضوية الكلورونية وتأثيرها على الاوساط البيئية المختلفة.

تهدف الحلقة الى تعريف الجهات المعنية سواء الحكومية او القطاع الخاص بأهداف هذه الاتفاقية وتوضيح دور كل جهة في المساعدة باعداد الخطة الوطنية لتنفيذ الاتفاقية وتسليط الضوء على المشاكل الرئيسية المتلعقة بالكيماويات الخطرة وخاصة الملوثات العضوية الثابتة واثارها السلبية على الصحة العامة والبيئة والتنمية الاقتصادية.

يشارك في الندوة عدد من الجهات الحكومية تمثلها وزارة الاسكان والكهرباء والمياه ووزارة الصحة ووزارة الزراعة والثروة السمكية وجامعة السلطان قابوس.

http://www.alwatan.com/dailyhtml/local.html#3
Scouts celebrate the national environment day in Qatar 

جمعية الكشافة تشارك في يوم البيئة القطري للبترول
شاركت جمعية الكشافة والمرشدات القطرية في يوم البيئة لقطر للبترول والذي افتتحه سعادة عبدالله بن حمد العطية النائب الثاني لرئيس مجلس الوزراء وزير الطاقة والصناعة مؤخرا بمشاركة واسعة من الشركات المحلية والعالمية وقد خرج العرض في أحسن صورة من حيث الفكرة ومستوى المشاركة والاقبال الجماهيري‚

وأوضح السيد عبدالله محمود عبدالله المفوض العام لجمعية الكشافة والمرشدات ان الجمعية شاركت بجناح في المعرض الذي احتوى على العديد من الصور والمجسمات التي تعكس اهتمام الجمعية بنشر الوعي البيئي وإدماج العديد من الفعاليات البيئية في الانشطة والبرامج كما شاركت موسيقى الكشافة في عروض جميلة أثناء فعاليات العرض‚

http://www.al-watan.com/data/20040517/index.asp?content=local1
 Saudi Arabia
NCWCD Diversifies Hunting Seasons
The Kingdom has diversified its hunting seasons from the previous single combined season (December-March) to six species-specific periods, the National Commission For Wildlife Conservation and Development (NCWCD) announced.

Dr. Abdul Aziz Abu Zinada, secretary-general of the NCWCD, said the new regulation should conserve species during their breeding seasons and also to give ample opportunities for hunters to practice their sport during the different periods. The six seasons are: large desert lizard (Aug. 1-Oct. 21), doves and turtledoves (September), falcons (October), houbara bustard (Nov. 11-Feb. 15), curlew (Feb. 11-March 1 )
Hunting permits can be obtained at the local offices of the Ministry of Interior in the respective towns. Hunters are not allowed in the 16 protected areas in the Kingdom, the Empty Quarter and close to settlements. Hunting is strictly forbidden from dusk to dawn, Abu Zinada said.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=45112&d=17&m=5&y=2004&pix=kingdom.jpg&category=Kingdom
JORDAN
A volunteers day for the environment in the University of Jordan 

 يوم تطوعي بيئي في » الجامعة الاردنية«
نفذ مكتب خدمة المجتمع بالتعاون مع دائرة الخدمات العامة في الجامعة الاردنية امس يوما تطوعيا بيئيا شارك فيه رئيس الجامعة الدكتور عبدالله الموسى ونائب رئيس الجامعة للشؤون الادارية د. جميل الصمادي وعدد من المسؤولين وطلبة الجامعة.

واكد الدكتور الموسى اهمية ترسيخ وغرس مفهوم وشمولية العمل التطوعي بين طلبة الجامعة لما له من آثار ايجابية في تعزيز الانتماء والشعور بالمسؤولية وتعميق الحس الوطني لديهم.

واضاف ان الجامعة تنظر باعتزاز لقيمة هذا العطاء والعمل المنتج والمخلص مؤكدا دعم ومساندة الجامعة للانشطة الطلابية التي تهدف الى اعداد وصقل شخصية الطالب الجامعي.

واشتملت نشاطات اليوم البيئي على ازالة الاعشاب الجافة وتأهيل الاشجار الحرجية في عدة مواقع من الحرم الجامعي التي تقع عند المدخل الجنوبي والساحات المقابلة لكلية الهندسة والتكنولوجيا.

http://www.addustour.com/News/ViewSectionNews.asp?NID=72983&SID=1
KUWAIT

‏الصرعاوي.. مجلس الوزراء وافق على تكليف هيئة البيئة بمتابعة المحميات الطبيعية ‏   
Council of Ministers delegates responsibility for protected areas to EPA 

اعلن المدير العام للهيئة العامة للبيئة الدكتور ‏   ‏محمد الصرعاوي اليوم ان مجلس الوزراء وافق بتكليف الهيئة بمتابعة المحميات في ‏   ‏الدولة بشكل عام وبالاخص محمية (صباح الاحمد الطبيعية) .‏   ‏ وقال الدكتور الصرعاوي في مؤتمر صحافي عقده بمناسبة الحملة الوطنية للتنوع ‏   ‏البيولوجي انه تم اصدار قرار من الهيئة بتكليف رئيس اللجنة الكويتية للعمل ‏   ‏التطوعي الشيخة امثال الاحمد الجابر الصباح لتكون مسؤولة عن المحمية اضافة الى ‏   ‏ادارة الموارد الحية في الهيئة وبمشاركة العديد من الجهات.‏   ‏ واوضح ان الهيئة تلقت برقية من الاتحاد الدولي لصون الطبيعة يشيد باهتمام دولة ‏   ‏الكويت باطلاق مجموعة من الحيوانات والطيور التي اصبح لها وجود في البيئة ‏   ‏الكويتية من جديد بعد ان انقرضت نتيجة الصيد الجائر.‏   ‏ واكد ان الهيئة اخذت على عاتقها المحافظة على البيئة وتطوير النظم البيئية ‏   ‏ومواءمة التنمية المستدامة في الامور البيئية موضحا ان الكويت ملتزمة بحماية ‏   ‏التنوع الاحيائي بكل اشكاله وعلى جميع الاصعدة .‏   ‏ كما اكد على اهتمام الهيئة بتطبيق القرار رقم 210/2001 بشأن اللائحة التنفيذية ‏   ‏لقرار انشاء الهيئة ومن ضمن مواده الامور المتعلقة بالمحافظة على التنوع الاحيائي ‏   ‏بين المواطنين والمقيمن وعلى الاخص فئة الشباب باهمية المحافظة على البيئة ‏   ‏والموارد الحية.‏   ‏ واكد ان الوعي البيئي للمواطنين هو الهدف المنشود وهو السبيل لاعادة تأهيل ‏   ‏البيئة الكويتية والحفاظ على تنوعها الاحيائي وحماية الانواع المهددة بالانقراض .‏   ‏ وذكر الدكتور الصرعاوي ان القطاع الخاص شارك في تمويل حملة التوعية البيئية ‏   ‏حيث ساهم كل من مؤسسة محمد البحر والمركز المالي الكويتي وشركة شل الكويت ‏   ‏المحدودة اضافة الى شركة الزيت العربية المحدودة في تمويل فعاليات هذه الحملة.‏   ‏ وقال انه نظرا لاهمية تنمية الوعي البيئي لدى قطاع الطلبة في مراحل التعليم ‏   ‏العام والخاص فقد اقيم ضمن فعاليات حملة التوعية البيئية موسم ثقافي لطلبة ‏   ‏وطالبات المرحلة الثانوية بوزارة التربية شمل محاضرات في جميع المناطق التعليمية.‏   ‏‏   ‏وتابع الدكتور الصرعاوي قائلا ان الهيئة اقامت مسابقة للتوعية ‏   ‏البيئية بالتنوع الاحيائي للمرحلة الثانوية مشيرا الى انه سيتم تكريم الطلبة ‏   ‏الفائزين والمدارس الفائزة بهذه المسابقة ضمن فعاليات الاحتفال باليوم العالمي ‏   ‏للتنوع الاحيائي الذي يصادف 22 الشهر الجاري.‏   ‏ ودعا الطلبة الى التزود بالمعلومات والمعارف البيئية لاهميتها في بناء اسس ‏   ‏فكرية بيئية سليمة تمكنهم من الاسهام بصورة كبيرة في حماية بيئتهم والمحافظة على ‏   ‏تنوعها الاحيائي.‏   ‏ وقال الدكتور الصرعاوي ان دولة الكويت من اكثر دول المنطقة اهتماما بالتنوع ‏   ‏الاحيائي فهي عضو في البرنامج العالمي للمحافظة على التنوع البيولوجي وعلى ‏   ‏الحيوانات المهددة بالانقراض .‏   ‏ من جهتها قالت مديرة قسم الموارد الحية في الهيئة منى فرج انه سيتم خلال ‏   ‏الاسبوع المقبل تكريم الفائزين من طلاب المدارس الثانوية من كل انحاء الكويت في ‏   ‏حملة التوعية البيئية التي نظمتها الهيئة العامة للبيئة بالتعاون مع وزارة ‏   ‏التربية على مدى ستة اشهر.‏   ‏ وذكرت ان الهدف من تنظيم الحملة هو رفع الوعي بالبيئة الطبيعية وتشجيع الطلاب ‏   ‏على الاهتمام بالتراث الطبيعي للبلاد موضحة ان رئيسة اللجنة الكويتية للعمل ‏   ‏التطوعي الشيخة امثال الاحمد الجابر الصباح سترعى اليوم العالمي للتنوع الاحيائي ‏   ‏الذي سيكون شعاره (انقذوا جون الكويت) .‏   ‏ واضافت ان هدف البرنامج في هذا اليوم هو تسليط الضوء على اهمية جون الكويت ‏   ‏باعتباره مصدرا هاما للماء والغذاء والصحة للاجيال السابقة والحالية واجيال ‏   ‏المستقبل .‏   ‏ من جانبه قال مدير شركة شل الكويت المحدودة الدكتور كين تيلور ان الالتزام ‏   ‏الكبير الذي قام به طلبة الثانوية في اجاباتهم على الاسئلة برهن ان البيئة ‏   ‏المستقبلية للكويت ستكون في ايد امينة .‏   ‏ واكد اهمية اتخاذ الخطوات الازمة ليتسنى لهذا الجيل ان يقدم بيئة يفخر بها ‏   ‏الاجيال المستقبل .‏   ‏ من جهته اشاد مدير عام مكتب الكويت في الشركة العربية للبترول يوكينوري ‏   ‏ياناغيدا بالاعمال التي نفذها الطلبة موضحا ان جون الكويت والثقافة المبنية عليه ‏   ‏هما جزء لا يتجزأ من التراث الوطني الثمين لدولة الكويت .‏   ‏ واضاف ان الحملة شكلت فرصة جيدة لكي يدرك الطلاب مدى اهمية الحفاظ على هذه ‏   ‏الكنوز الوطنية وان يفكروا في مسؤوليتهم تجاهها

 http://www.kuna.net.kw/Story.asp?DSNO=631460



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Blacklist" ��CNN.Com - U.N. chemical blacklist takes effect�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Treaty" ��ENS - Treaty Banning 12 Most Toxic Chemicals Takes Effect� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "US" ��Associated Press - Global treaty takes effect without U.S.*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Chemicals" ��Sacramento Bee - U.S. to abide by global treaty phasing out dozen toxic chemicals�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Critics" ��ABC - New chemical blacklist not enough, critics�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Contaminantes" ��EFE - En vigor, tratado internacional para eliminar contaminantes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bestpractices" ��Stockhouse - Bank of America Sets New Industry Best Practices for Climate Change and Forest Policies 





�





* Reported in several U.S. dailies
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