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BBC

Protection for sharks

               UK scientists are now tagging basking sharks  The UK Government has succeeded in getting

               international protection for the largest shark to be  found in British waters. 

               The basking shark has been added to the list of  protected creatures at a meeting of the Convention on

               the Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) in Chile. 

               Products from the shark can now be  sold only with special permits. 

               The convention also agreed to give similar protection to  the world's biggest fish, the whale shark. 

               Both species have been threatened by the worldwide  market for shark fin soup. 

               A vote at the end of the  meeting in Santiago overturned a decision earlier in the week rejecting the               proposal to give the fish better protection. 

               Prized trophy 

               The UK's nature protection minister Elliot Morley said he  was absolutely delighted that Britain had finally got the support needed "to protect these gentle giants". 

               "Taking action now is vital," he said. "Basking sharks  have a slow growth rate and a low-birth rate which  makes them particularly vulnerable to over exploitation.

               "Cites is all about sustainable use of the world's natural resources - and that is exactly what we have achieved with the success of this proposal." 

               Basking sharks are threatened by hunters who can sell  their two-metre-long fins for as much as $15,000 as  trophies in restaurants and the homes of the wealthy, primarily in Asia. 

               Click here for BBC Nature facts about basking sharks.

               Although the animal is protected in UK waters, other parts of the world have, until now, given it no special status. 

               The UK proposal presented to the Cites meeting initially  received 72 votes in favour and 38 against - just two  votes short of the necessary two-thirds majority required  for proposals to be accepted. 

               Much to learn 

               The Cites committee stage also rejected a similar  motion to give better protection to the whale shark. 

               Convention delegates voted 62-34 in favour of a bid put forward by India and the Philippines to tighten trade  in the species, but, again, this result fell short of the  two-thirds majority needed to get it through. 

               It was only after some hard negotiation that the earlier decisions were reversed in the plenary session at the end of the Cites meeting. 

               Scientists confess they have much to learn about both  the basking and the whale shark. 

               The basking shark can grow up to 10 metres long, and weighs between five and seven tonnes. It feeds only on  plankton, which it catches by filtering about 2,000 cubic  metres of water an hour through its gill rakers. 

               Whale sharks are also docile plankton feeders but inhabit warmer waters. They can grow up to 20 metres in length and can migrate as far as 20,000 km at a  time. 

               UK scientists have started tagging basking sharks to  find out more about these creatures' lives. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

CITES Delegates Vote to Shield Endangered Species 

                      SANTIAGO, Chile, November 15, 2002 (ENS) - Environmentalists have declared major victories at the United Nations conference on trade in endangered species. Landmark decisions today to protect mahogany and the entire genus of the seahorse, along with a last minute decision in favor of regulating the trade of basking and whale sharks, capped the two week conference, which also saw a resounding defeat of Japanese efforts to increase whaling. 

                                       Chilean President Ricardo Lagos told delegates Tuesday that environmental protection of migratory marine species should be addressed at the multilateral level. (Photos courtesy IISD-ENB)

                                       Although the approval of one time ivory sales and a  failed effort to protect the Patagonian toothfish   disappointed some conservationists, most believe the 12th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) was a positive step forward in the protection of endangered species. 

                      "These decisions will have significant benefit, not only for wildlife but for communities whose livelihoods depend on sustainable trade," said Susan Lieberman, head of WWF's delegation. "For the first time, CITES has assumed an important new role by regulating international trade in species traditionally                      regarded as commodities rather than wildlife." 

                      The decision to list big-leaf mahogany, also known as American mahogany, on Appendix II of CITES is clear evidence of this new role, Lieberman said. Trade in species listed on Appendix II is regulated through the use of export permits. The mahogany listing includes logs, sawn wood and veneer sheets. 

                      "It is highly significant that after 10 years of discussion, the Parties to CITES  have agreed to regulate the trade in Latin American mahogany," said CITES Secretary-General William Wijnstekers. "The well tested control measures  developed under CITES will prove invaluable for discouraging illegal trade.                      This decision will also benefit local and indigenous communities who have lost out to the illegal traders." 

                      Big-leaf mahogany Swietenia macrophylla (Photo courtesy Greenpeace)

                      Big-leaf mahogany trees take some 60 years to  mature and can reach a height of 500 feet.                      Worldwide demand for mahogany furniture has caused wholesale stripping of Amazon forests, resulting in an estimated 70 percent depletion of the world's supply. 

                      "Individual trees are so valuable that roads are often cut through virgin forest to fell and                  extract a single specimen," said Caroll Muffett, director of international programs for the Defenders of Wildlife. "By bringing mahogany exploitation under control, CITES rules will  help slow the pace of deforestation, and help prevent violent intrusions onto indigenous and protected lands where much of the remaining mahogany occurs." 

                      The United States is the world's largest importer of mahogany, but the U.S. delegation supported the decision. 

                                       U.S. Assistant Secretary of Interior Craig Manson (Photo courtesy IISD-ENB)

                                       "We cannot take the risk that 50 years from now the only place anyone will see mahogany is in an old desk or chair," said Assistant Secretary of Interior Craig Manson, one of two leaders of the U.S. delegation to the Santiago conference. "[This] will  ensure that mahogany will be harvested in a                                      sustainable manner and help range states, especially Central America countries, better manage their forests." 

                      Exporting countries have one year to come into compliance with CITES rules  for legal and sustainable harvesting. The listing only applies to Central and South America, where big-leafed mahogany is native. The trees grow from the south of Mexico throughout Central and South America to Bolivia and Brazil,                      including large portions of the Amazon Basin. 

                      The Appendix II listing does not apply to Indonesia, Malaysia and other countries that grow introduced mahogany trees. 

                      Marine species were the source of considerable debate during the Santiago conference, and in today's final plenary session, attendees reversed earlier decisions and voted to list whale and basking sharks on Appendix II. These  are the first sharks to be listed by CITES. 

                                       Shiro Yuge of the Japanese delegation (Photo courtesy IISD-ENB)

                                       Opponents to the listing, led by Japan, claimed there was not enough scientific evidence to justify the  proposal. In committee, the measure fell two votes short of the two-thirds majority required for listing on Appendix II. In the plenary session, however, the whale shark listing was approved 81 for and 37 against, and the basking shark listing approved with  82 for and 36 against. 

                      "There is no doubt that the species meet the criteria for inclusion in Appendix II," said Steven Broad, executive director of TRAFFIC, a wildlife trade monitoring network. "There is clear historical evidence that populations have declined as a result of fishing to supply international trade." 

                      Whale and basking sharks are the world's two largest fish species, and both are hunted for their meat and fins. The fins of whale sharks fetch high prices in Asia, with a single fin reported to have sold for $15,000 in 1999. Both species are also highly migratory and often caught and killed accidentally as by-catch. 

                      Conservationists hailed the defeat of Japanese proposals to resume trade of  minke and Bryde's whales while also praising the decision to list all 32 species of seahorses on Appendix II. 

                                       Amanda Vincent (Photo courtesy IISD-ENB)

                                       "This listing is a call to action," said Amanda Vincent, professor with the University of British Columbia's Fisheries Centre and director of Project  Seahorse. "The challenge now is for countries to                                       regulate the vast international trade so well that seahorse populations begin to recover. Such an ambitious endeavor will require all possible collaborations. The CITES decision certainly marks a good beginning for the future of the world's  seahorses." 

                      According to the WWF, an estimated 24 million seahorses will be harvested this year, sold for aquariums or for use in Asian medicines. Seahorses, which live in tropical and sub-tropical waters, are also often caught as by-catch and  killed by pollution and coastal development. Trade is estimated to be growing                      by eight to 10 percent per year. 

                      An Australian led effort to provide the same protection for the Patagonian  toothfish was met with stout resistance by the Chilean delegation. Patagonian toothfish is often served in restaurants as Chilean sea bass, and populations of the fish have sharply decreased due to increased consumption. Pressures from legal and pirate fishing have some scientists concerned the fish could be commercially extinct in several years. 

                      Member of the British Antarctic Survey displays freshly caught  toothfish. (Photo courtesy British  Antarctic Survey)   U.S. officials have taken credit   for brokering a voluntary resolution that they have said will improve international  monitoring of harvest and  trade of the toothfish. The  resolution was unanimously accepted by the Parties at the conference, but it was met with sharp criticism by some conservationists. 

                      "If the U.S. State Department is equating the new protections for seahorses with the toothless toothfish resolution, then they're telling one whopper of a  fish tale," said Andrea Kavanagh, manager of the Take a Pass on Chilean Sea Bass campaign. "The end result of this backroom deal is a toothfish resolution                      with no teeth, and no new protections for the species and the fishermen who depend on them. Illegal fishermen have just gotten the message that they can continue business as usual." 

                      But not all conservationists see the brokered deal as a complete loss. 

                      "This is a small, but significant step toward reducing the rampant pirate  fishing that is wiping out whole populations of this species across the Southern Hemisphere," said Ginette Hemley, vice president of species conservation at WWF. "Unfortunately, there were not enough countries willing to support stronger measures to protect toothfish, but we see this as a  start." 

                      The decision to allow three African countries to engage in a one-time sale of ivory stockpiles also drew mixed reviews from conservationists. CITES will allow Namibia, Botswana, and South Africa to make one-time sales of ivory of 10, 20 and 30 tons, respectively. The stocks have been collected from                elephants that died of natural causes or as a result of government regulated control of problem animals. 

                                       Tom Milliken, director of TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa (Photo courtesy IISD-ENB)

                                       The decision to allow the one-time ivory sales has been "misrepresented in the media coverage thus  far," said Tom Milliken, director TRAFFIC's East/Southern Africa program. 

                                       The sales are strictly conditional and cannot proceed until monitoring baselines have been established, he explained. 

                      "If this is successful, we may achieve a significant advance in how elephant populations are managed, and in particular, how ivory is traded in a way that  limits impacts on wild populations," Milliken said. 

                      Additional proposals to allow others to engage in one-time sales and to set annual quotas of ivory trade were withdrawn, but there is concern that even one-time legal trades could provide cover for illegal poaching and smuggling  of ivory. 

                      "The impacts of this decision won't be limited to South Africa or Namibia," said Muffett of the Defenders of Wildlife. "Neither elephants nor poachers respect international borders. This decision will send a signal to poachers everywhere that elephants are fair game again, putting elephants at risk wherever they occur." 

                      Elephant ivory (Photo courtesy Greenpeace)

                      Muffett faulted the Bush administration for not actively taking the lead on the ivory trade                    issue. 

                      "The United States' silence on so many issues  is particularly regrettable when you consider

                      how effective our government can be when it speaks out," said Muffett, pointing to the positive effects of U.S. leadership on marine issues at CITES, including its help in derailing Japan's efforts to  reopen international trade in whales. 

                      But he faulted the Bush administration for avoiding leadership on other  issues. "This administration will be remembered more for sacrificing the elephant than for helping save the sharks," Muffett said. 

                      U.S. officials rejected criticism of their role at the Santiago meeting, and Manson said "emotions run high any time you bring up the issue of elephants." 

                      "In the end, we supported a solution that will allow Botswana, Namibia, and  South Africa to raise funds for elephant conservation through a one-time sale while providing safeguards to ensure the sale will not hurt elephant  populations," the U.S. State Department official said. "The one-time sale will  be good for elephant conservation." 

                                        CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers (left) and Chilean Agriculture Minister Jaime Campos (Photo courtesy IISD-ENB)

                                        Other decisions from the conference include the  transfer of the yellow-naped parrot, the  yellow-headed parrot and the blue-headed macaw, from Appendix II to Appendix I. This means that no                                        commercial trade will be permitted. The three species are found in Central and South America. 

                      Twelve proposals to include 26 species of Aisan freshwater turtles and  tortoises on Appendix II were unanimously approved by CITES delegates. A UK proposal to permit a Cayman Islands turtle farm to sell and license the export of shells from endangered green turtles was rejected. 

                      Delegates also agreed to set a zero quota for commercial trade in the Black Sea  population of bottlenose dolphins, which was already listed on Appendix II. 

                      A number of threatened species in Madagascar will also receive stronger  protection. These are the flat-tailed tortoise, various chameleons, a burrowing  frog, and the Madagascan orchid. 

                      Conference delegates also passed decisions to strengthen domestic conservation of threatened or endangered species already controlled by  CITES, including bears, the tiger, Asian leopards, snow leopards, clouded leopards, sturgeon and the Tibetan antelope. 

                      Some 1,200 participants from 141 governments attended the conference, as well as numerous observer organizations. COP-13 will be held in Thailand at  the end of 2004 or in the first half of 2005.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Business Line 

November 17, 2002 

INDIA TO PLAY MAJOR ROLE IN OCEAN, CLIMATE RESEARCH 

      HYDERABAD, Nov. 16. INDIA is set to emerge as the hub of activity for ocean and climate related research  and services in the Indian Ocean region, which has 50 countries and nearly 25 per cent of the world      population or over 1.5 billion people living around it. 

      It has been given the leadership role in the Indian Ocean Global Ocean Observation System (IOGOOS), which was formally launched in Mauritius during November 4-9. About 30 countries took part in the meet, which broadly discussed issues related to climate and ocean. Specific projects that would generate marine data      and information in the form of advisories, maps, atlases, etc which would be useful to the shipping,     aquaculture, fishing, tourism industries, waste discharge, hazard warning and monsoons, will be worked out      among the participating countries, according to Dr K. Radhakrishnan, Director of the Indian National Centre      for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS), here. 

      The Indian Ocean region is 'under-observed' in comparison to the Pacific and Atlantic. However it plays a      very important role in the global monsoon system. The IOGOOS is the latest among the 12 global alliances or      GOOS, in which the United National Environment Project (UNEP), the World Meteorological Organisation      (WMO) are major drivers. 

      The potential undersea resources in the Indian Ocean region need to be mapped for exploitation by the      member countries, said Dr Radhakrishnan, who was elected Chairman of IOGOOS at Mauritius. With the      Secretariat of the IOGOOS to be located at INCOIS, India can leverage its established technological      capability both in the form of satellite observation and oceanographic studies to play an important role, he      told Business Line. 

      Other than Australia, India is already a leader among the developing countries in developing value added      oceanographic services. The potential fishing zones (PFZ) service now covers the entire Indian coast with      regular forecasts. Similarly, the monsoon forecast and ocean information bank are other services in the      making, he said. 

      Submersibles, manned and unmanned are the most technologically advanced gadgets for scooping up useful data from the deep seas. India is one of the few countries, which has this technology. Its national data      buoy programme, deploying of sophisticated floats, Doppler radars and the remote sensing satellite network,      which can skim the seas, hold potential of making a dent in the understanding of the ocean.
______________________________________________________________________________________

All Africa News Agency

Poverty-Busting Project Could Also Benefit Wildlifetc "Poverty-Busting Project Could Also Benefit Wildlife"
A pioneering new project to heal dying and degraded lands fringing Africa’s mighty deserts was launched on November 11 by the United Nations Environment Programme UNEP and the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research CGIAR. The project, marking a new phase of the five year-old Desert Margins Programme, has numerous aims including conserving the rich and unique plant life that has evolved to survive in these dry and arid lands.

By Nick Nuttall

E

xperts believe the genetic diversity remaining in these desert margins could be a veritable treasure trove harbouring potentially promising drugs and products for 21st century agriculture and industry.

Under the scheme, key dryland areas and sites have been pin-pointed in each of the nine countries involved. These range from the Acacia Savanna of Matebeleland in Zimbawbe and the Sudano-Sahelian Zone of Senegal to the Dwarf Shrub Savanna of southern Namibia and the denuded lands of the Kargi settlement in northeastern Kenya.

It is planned to unravel the key causes of land degradation and damage in each of these land areas before drawing up action plans for arresting and reversing the decline. The action plans will be blue prints for land recovery and wildlife conservation projects in similar kinds of desert margin areas elsewhere in Africa.

Crucial to the success of the US $50 million scheme, which is being backed by governments and the Global Environment Facility (GEF), will be the gathering and sharing of traditional, indigenous, knowledge and marrying this with modern, land management  techniques.

Local people and tribes have, for millennia, developed strategies and methods for surviving in these harsh, low rainfall, areas. These have allowed them to grow crops and graze livestock without sacrificing the fertility and stability of the land.

The Turkana of Northern Kenya traditionally plan crop planting around an intimate knowledge of the behaviour of frogs and birds, such as the ground hornbill, green wood hoopoe, spotted eagle owl and nightjar, which are revered as “prophets of rain”.

The Buganda, whose present-day descendants live in southern Uganda, believed in the sanctity of nature developing sacred, protected, forest sites, strict codes on hunting including a taboo on killing young or pregnant animals and strict rules on the extraction of clay.

But the rising populations, witnessed across Africa in the past few decades, allied to a gradual erosion of traditional values and cultivation methods in favour of Western or Northern-style systems has intensified pressure on these desert-fringed lands and their biodiversity.

Some experts also point to the impacts of the globalization of trade which had led to unstable and often rock bottom prices for such commodity crops as coffee and tea. Poor farmers have been forced into increasingly fragile lands, such as Africa’s desert margin areas, to cultivate higher and higher volumes in an attempt to compensate for the price falls.

Developing alternative livelihoods will be a key part of the project. A pilot study in Bamako, Mali, has shown that planting banks of trees for fodder, close to the city, has cut pressure on nearby forests while boosting incomes.  The fodder “banks” are producing 4.5 tonnes per hectare giving an income of $630 a year in a country where the average annual wage is $270.

The project is also aimed at offsetting some of the worst impacts of global warming, which according to scientists with the Intergovermental Panel on Climate Change, is already underway.

Climate change is set to aggravate the plight of the peoples and the lands of the desert margins, making it even tougher for them to cope in traditional ways with droughts, unless urgent action is taken.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said: “This new phase of the Desert Margins Programme, with crucial support from the GEF, is in line with the poverty reduction aims of the Plan of Implementation agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) just over a month ago”. 

The new phase of the Desert Margins Programme involves nine sub-Saharan African countries:Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Niger, Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe.

Dr Saidou Koala, global coordinator of the Programme who is based at the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) in Niamey, Niger, said it will build on over five years worth of pilot work. 

This has already unraveled some of the clues to the causes of land degradation and desertification in these sensitive areas. The work has also identified solutions able to drive local and National Action Plans.

Ahmed Djoghlaf, Director of the Department of the Global Environment Facility (GEF), said: “The new project is the largest ever undertaken by the GEF in the area of land degradation and meets the very pressing needs and objectives of the Convention to Combat Desertification”.

Kargi in Kenya’s Marsabit District  in the northeast has been one such pilot site. It began to be settled in 1949. Average annual rainfall is just 200 mm a year. There has been severe loss of forest and land degradation as a result of over exploitation of trees and plants for fodder, fuelwood, construction and livestock enclosures.

Human and livestock impacts have left the soils hard and compact leading to rapid run off of rain water with little penetrating down to deliver moisture below.

Surveys of the people living there indicate that the loss of the traditional, herding or nomadic life, has played a key role harming the land. The move to permanent settlements has resulted in over-grazing and deforestation. Insecurity and fear of livestock raiding has led to people clustering together in areas around permanent water points, again degrading these valuable grazing sites.

Traditional strategies for coping include drinking blood, mixed with animal fats; eating wild tubers and fruits; borrowing camels for milk and trading cattle for food.

Dr Henry Cheruiyot, Assistant Director in charge of Range and Arid Lands at the Kenyan Agricultural Research Institute, said:” The people use many different plants and plant parts such as bark, dried leaves and seeds to treat their livestock”.

He said studies were underway to compare these natural treatments with conventional veterinary drugs with emerging evidence that the natural ones can out perform conventional drugs. 

Eventually it may be possible to isolate promising compounds from the plants and turn these into a new generation of veterinary products with profits returned to the people living at Kargi who have been the custodians of the indigenous knowledge.

(*NB- The article above has been edited only for space considerations. The writer, Nick Nuttall, is Head of Media Services, United Nations Environment Programme, Nairobi, Kenya - Editor)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA

Global tourist professionals eyes Asia tourism forum 

      GUILIN, Guangxi, Nov. 17 (Xinhua) --The upcoming Bo'ao Forum for Asia-Tourism Conference will provide a  platform for the promotion of international tourist cooperation in Asia and beyond, said an official with the organizing committee here Sunday. 

      More than 400 representatives from about 30 countries and regions have arrived in the city of Guilin, a      renowned tourist destination in south China's Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, to attend the     conference, due to open on Monday. 

      The representatives include national leaders and former political dignitaries, tourism ministers, and      international organizations such as the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) , the United Nations      Environment Program (UNEP), the World Tourism Organization, the World Travel and Tourism Council, as well as tourism experts and industry representatives. The official said the world tourism center had shown a      gradual eastward shift to Asia, now a recognized market with big potential. 

      Statistics from the World Tourism Organization Secretariat show international tourist arrivals amounted to      693 million in 2001, or 400 million less than in 2000 owing to the September 11 terrorist attacks in the United      States. Arrivals to America and the Middle East declined 5.9 percent and 3.1 percent respectively.  Meanwhile, arrivals to Africa and East Asia and the Pacific somewhat rose in 2001 from 2000. 

      China's tourism industry has maintained its rapid growth. Figures from the China National Tourism      Administration show that China received more than 89 million international tourists last year, 6.7 percent      more than in the previous year. China's tourism earned 17.8 billion US dollars, ranking fifth in the world. 

      Thanks to the development of the Asian economies and improvements in Asian living standards, Asian      countries boast huge potential for their tourism industries. 

      Bui Hong Phuc, Vietnamese ambassador to China, said that tourism a priority development industry in Viet Nam. Last year Viet Nam received about 700,000 Chinese travelers. At the conference, Vietnamese officials and tourism professionals will seek more cooperation with other Asian countries. 

      According to the organizers, over 100 journalists from about 40 countries and regions, including Xinhua News Agency, People's Daily, China Central Television, and reporters from India, Viet Nam and Singapore, have registered to cover the conference. 

      Jason Leow, a Singaporean reporter, said that the tourism business opportunities among Asian countries      were many and such a conference could be a good selling-point for his readers.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Australian Magazine 

November 16, 2002, Saturday 

 ECOTOURIST TRAP 

This year, the call of the wild will be heard by up to 40 per cent of all tourists. In the rush to get closer to

      wildlife, there's the risk of loving it to death. 

      "First it was necessary to civilise man in relation to man. 

      Now it is necessary to civilise man in relation to nature 

      and the animals." - Victor Hugo 

      Knee deep in the Indian Ocean, a ranger is midway through reciting the tale of how Monkey Mia became one of the world's most popular dolphin tourist destinations. As if on cue, Nicki - a much-photographed "wild"

dolphin - appears by his side and begins to nose around his legs. With the familiar fixed smile of the bottle-nosed dolphin that invites anthropomorphic interpretation, she proceeds with the begging routine - a  fetching performance of nuzzling, gurgling and weaving - that she knows from years of experience will yield  an easy meal. Minutes later, "sister dolphins" Puck and Surprise appear in the deeper water behind the ranger. They wait for Nicki to finish her audience warm-up before approaching for their third and final feed of  the day. About 50 tourists have formed an orderly line in the shallows of Redcliff Bay, south of the tiny  Monkey Mia jetty where once only fishing boats moored, in the hope that they might be chosen to step  forward, select a fish from the ranger's bucket and drop it in the open mouth of one of the star attractions. On this day, most people have a front-row view. In the high season, though, it's not unusual for the crowds to be 600-strong and many rows deep. 

      This tourist resort on the remote West Australian coast, built around the unchanging activity of watching      three wild dolphins beg for fish, attracts well over 100,000 visitors every year. It began several decades ago      with a group of cheeky dolphins who learnt to tail commercial fishing boats in the sure knowledge that      unwanted by-catch would present a fresh and toil-free feed. One night, a local fisherman's wife, unable to      sleep, climbed onto the deck of her moored boat, saw several dolphins swimming close and lured them over      with fish. Then she handfed them. 

      Word spread quickly and tourists and scientists began flocking there. Monkey Mia now markets itself as an      ecotourism destination, and it delivers many millions of dollars a year to the local Shark Bay communities of      Monkey Mia and the nearby town of Denham. 

      But is this ecotourism? 

      As the global tourist demand for nature experiences continues its 

      steady ascent, developers and operators are clambering aboard the new tourist bandwagon on a search for      opportunities to satisfy that demand. Acknowledging the difficulty of setting and maintaining international      standards, in May the United Nations released its Quebec Declaration which attempted to define ecotourism      as activities that included local and indigenous communities and contributed to their wellbeing, educated      visitors, and actively contributed to the conservation of natural and cultural heritage. 

      Monkey Mia is awarded the highest standard of accreditation by the Australian Ecotourism Association,      which claims to have the most stringent system in the world. Yet the association says it does not  encourage "interactive" practices. President Peter O'Reilly admits the issue is becoming a hot topic in  ecotourism circles and that, strictly speaking, "for something to be ecotourism it has to be ecologically sustainable". 

      In which case, feeding wild animals is definitely not ecotourism, says Professor Janet Mann, a longtime      dolphin researcher at the Monkey Mia research station and associate professor of biology and psychology at      Washington DC's Georgetown University. "We see that the animals being fed are very different. They don't      socialise as well, they're not as good at maternal care." 

      Mann has been studying the dolphins at Monkey Mia for over a decade and in recent years has shouldered      the brunt of increasingly vitriolic public attacks for her words of caution. But she's not the only one concerned about the animals' welfare in the face of overwhelming tourist demand for wildlife close encounters. For eight years, Lars Bejder, a Canadian-based marine biologist, has studied the impact of human interaction on cetaceans, the past four years focusing on Monkey Mia. He says labelling the attraction "ecotourism" is wrong, "because the word implies there is no impact on these animals and I believe  there is". 

      For proof of those effects, Mann says, one need look no further than Monkey Mia's star attraction. Nicki may  be a popular dolphin with tourists, but she has few allies among her own species; scientists say this is one      of the more damaging consequences of feeding. Nicki has given birth to five young in 15 years; all but one      have died. 

      WILDLIFE TOURISM WILL ACCOUNT FOR up to 40 per cent of all tourism in 2002, the UN's International Year of Ecotourism. The industry that has developed around whales and dolphins alone is worth $2 billion  worldwide and engages 10 million people each year. 

      Such ventures are just a small subset of the ecotourism phenomenon that, these days, covers everything      from diving with dolphins and see-a-gorilla trips to organised birdwatching ventures, small-scale guided      walking tours, solar-powered, self-sufficient eco-lodges, and even hotels with energy-efficient light globes. 

      But in Australia, a country blessed with many unique terrestrial and marine mammals, wildlife tourism is a      focal point. More than 230 operators are licensed to conduct whale and dolphin tours, attracting 750,000      people a year and raising an estimated $100 million. In Western Australia, interactive "ecotourism"      adventures include Monkey Mia, several wild dolphin swim ventures south of Perth, diving with whale sharks,      giant manta rays and dolphins on Ningaloo Reef, and many marine mammal-watching tours. Across the east      of the country, operators offer, and sometimes even guarantee, a wildlife close encounter with animals      ranging from seals, whales and dolphins to birds, crocodiles and dingoes. Despite laws restricting such      practices, some whale watch boat operators openly advertise tours that bring patrons within inches of      calving whales. 

      The dingo experience on Fraser Island is one of the most potent examples of how wildlife tourism can go      wrong. Decades of dingo-feeding on the island is widely believed to have led to several attacks on tourists      and the fatal mauling last year of a nine-year-old boy. While dozens of dogs were culled following the death,      in all likelihood the World Heritage-listed island still hosts many dingoes that have never hunted for their food      and rely solely on campsite looting and aggressive begging. Fraser Island's dingo problems are far from      resolved; in July this year, the Queensland Government went as far as warning parents to be wary of taking      their children to the island. 

      There is scant scientific research into the direct impacts of tourism on wildlife. What little work has been      done highlights the potential damage of habitual human interaction with what are often vulnerable and      endangered animal populations. 

      Last year in Uganda's Bwindi National Park, one of the last havens for the critically endangered mountain      gorilla, scientists reported the first known cases of mange in wild primates. The gorillas are believed to have      contracted the skin disease from foreign tourists who pay many hundreds of dollars each to see them.      Scientists fear that the spread of human disease, such as measles and tuberculosis, among the estimated  650 remaining mountain gorillas poses by far the greatest threat to their survival. 

      There is mounting evidence that China's great panda ecotourism experiment is causing at least as much      harm as good. Recent satellite images of Wolong Nature Reserve  in Sichuan province, China's largest and best-known panda reserve, have revealed that destruction of panda habitats inside the reserve is occurring four times faster than it was before its creation in 1975, and at a  faster rate than in the mountains outside. Reporting his findings in the respected international journal  Science last year, US-based Chinese scientist Professor Jianguo Liu estimated that panda numbers inside the  reserve had more than halved from 150 in 1975 to fewer than 70. 

      While booming tourism (the park attracts more than 50,000 visitors each year) has brought an international      understanding of the pandas' plight, Liu says it has also hastened their destruction as locals plunder the      environment to keep up with the burgeoning demand for food, heat, shelter and souvenirs. "Tourists don't      see themselves as a destructive force, but they are," Liu says. "Even ecotourists." 

      Such concerns are frequently drowned out by the argument that controlled wildlife tourism can yield huge      economic and environmental benefits. Africa's safari industry, for example, is one of the continent's most      reliable and benign sources of foreign exchange and is often cited as a glowing example of what can be      achieved through ecotourism. 

      In the best scenarios, such as the walking safari camps in Tanzania, wildlife tourism can help to protect      endangered animal populations from poachers and preserve remaining habitats by providing an alternative      and regular source of income for farmers. 

      But equally there is evidence that safari tourism is damaging habitats, altering the behaviour of some animal  populations: their ranging and feeding patterns, even their breeding cycles. The London-based International  Institute for Environment and Development reported three years ago that tourist boats visiting Zimbabwe's Lake Kariba were disrupting the feeding and drinking patterns of elephants and the endangered black  rhinoceros. It warned that further increases in boat traffic could affect the reproductive success of the      hippopotamus. The same study found the endangered cheetah was also vulnerable to tourist pressures. I

      1996, cheetahs in Kenya's Masai Mara region were found to have developed a stress-related disease similar      to HIV that caused their immune system to collapse. The Mara cheetah population has declined 30 per cent      since 1993. 

      Given the potential benefits, it's not surprising that few tourism-dependent communities are ready to debate     the impacts. However, the Shark Bay community was forced to confront the issue in July, when the state's      Marine Parks and Reserves Authority was asked to approve an application to introduce a new generation of      dolphins to the feeding regime. Fearing the three "provisioned" dolphins were nearing middle age, the resort,      the council and many residents who depend on dolphin dollars were eager to ensure the long-term survival      of the industry. This ignited long-simmering tensions between scientists stationed at the resort,  environmentalists and some local authorities. 

      Shark Bay Shire president Les Moss is leading the push to allow more dolphins to be fed more often and so      attract more tourists. He says he receives a steady stream of complaints from visitors who say the dolphin      experience is too regimented. He accuses the government of running the operation at a loss, and wants      dolphin management taken out of the government's hands. "Ten years ago there were 20 dolphins coming      into the beach and seven were being fed. Now there are only three. If the dolphins disappear from Monkey      Mia, what would happen to Shark Bay? In about three years' time we're going to have a high school built for      us here, and 15 years ago we didn't have enough kids to keep two schoolteachers busy." 

      Moss, a former state wildlife officer, says he has overwhelming local support for relaxing the controls on      feeding. "There's no reason why people can't have closer contact with the animals and why a fair percentage of people can't feed them fish." 

      But, in fact, there is. Much of what scientists know about dolphins has come out of the research stations at      Monkey Mia, which capitalised on the feeding program to observe and analyse dolphin behavioural patterns.      Monkey Mia offers a priceless 20-year body of research into the new science of determining long-term      impacts of human intervention on wild animal communities. 

      Earlier this year, Mann was summoned from her part-time research station at Monkey Mia to Perth to discuss  the future of the three provisioned dolphins and the potential effects of drawing their three young into the  program. She reminded WA's Marine Parks and Reserves Authority of the history of serious infant ortality      among the Monkey Mia provisioned dolphins. Apart from two calves that experienced no human contact,      every other calf has died. 

      She also refreshed memories of a series of disasters in 1994 that resulted in several dolphin deaths and an      eventual decision to more tightly regulate dolphin feeding. Since then only three dolphins have been fed a      maximum three times a day, never after 1pm and only ever a total of one-quarter of their daily requirement.      The subsequent survival rate of calves, until weaning at three to five years, has improved. 

      Despite reservations, Mann recommended that Puck's nine-year-old daughter Piccolo be enticed to join her      mother and sing for her supper. "If they stopped feeding, I worry what the alternative would be," she explains. "In some sense I think these dolphins protect the rest of the population from overfishing or people  who want to swim with them, feed them from the boats, expand the pearling industry or build a waterski or  parasailing resort." 

      Yet, increasingly, scientists and wildlife managers oppose such practices. In the US, the National Marine and  Fisheries Service is in the process of banning the practice of swimming with wild dolphins and whales. A      study of spinner dolphins at Hawaii's Kealakekua Bay, where tourists can swim with wild dolphins, found a      dramatic decline in the number visiting the area and fewer surfacing during the peak afternoon tourist time. 

      In its International Year of Ecotourism, the UN Environment Program has urged the need to examine all      projects. Visiting Australia last month for an international ecotourism conference, UNEP's tourism program      coordinator Oliver Hillel expressed concern over the "Disneyfication" of nature: "It is unethical to offer a      guaranteed close encounter with wildlife because these are not zoos and that needs to be conveyed," he      said. On the other hand, he added, there were ways to induce wildlife to regularly check certain places for      food without providing them with a significant proportion of their dietary requirements or creating      dependency. 

      Yet, for at least five years, Dr Thomas Butynski - a Kenya-based zoologist and widely published authority on African gorillas - has argued that gorilla tourism is having a devastating impact on small and vulnerable     populations. In a 1999 paper, Butynski wrote: "The high demand to see gorillas and to obtain the money that      gorilla tourism brings are two extremely powerful and destabilising forces that seriously hamper efforts to      make gorilla tourism sustainable. While tourism may contribute to the survival of some . small populations of      gorillas, it is at the same time undoubtedly putting them at additional risk." 

      Lars Bejder's research on dolphins in Florida yielded similar results. His studies suggest that the animals being  fed showed severe and detrimental behavioural changes. "They didn't socialise, they had very small ranging  patterns, their social skills were severely impacted. We never saw those dolphins foraging on their own." 

      Scientists such as Bejder concede that the current enthusiasm for viewing and feeding wildlife - rather than      hunting and stuffing endangered creatures - has a powerful potential to promote conservation. But with      tourists demanding ever-closer encounters with wild animals and rare ecosystems, there is rising concern      that the economic imperative is drowning out the science community's plea for restraint and research, and      ignoring the possibility that, despite the best of intentions, the industry is loving its attractions to death.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Friday, 15 November, 2002

Oil tanker spill threatens birds
               Migratory birds are at risk

               Conservation groups are warning that the stricken oil  tanker currently being escorted away from Spanish waters is putting some of the country's most vulnerable  birdlife at risk. 

               The oil tanker Prestige has left behind a  32-kilometre-long slick, which is believed to be just

               offshore. 

               The tanker was on its way from Latvia to Gibraltar last  night when it encountered violent storms about 48 km  off the province of Galicia in north western Spain.  Of particular concern to conservationists are the many  species of migratory birds that use the area as a resting  stop before continuing south. 

               Coast of Death 

               The damaged tanker is situated along a portion of the Galician coast known as Costa da Morte, the Coast of Death. 

               The tanker ran into trouble off the Cape Fisterra, which  has been described as the cemetery of countless men and ships. 

               This coastline is deeply cut with peninsulas and inlets and contains many ecosystem types protected by EU  law.   Many species of fish and shellfish, as well as bottle   nosed dolphins and harbour porpoises live in the surrounding seas. 

               Threatened birds 

               The area is also a vital stop over point for migratory birds flying south, which use these areas to rest and build up strength before carrying on their journeys. 

               The Spanish Ornithological Society says birds like the Balearic  shearwater which qualifies as a               critically endangered species in  Spain, could be at risk. 

               The organisation is closely  monitoring the situation, saying it is in close contact with the regional               environmental authorities as well as  the coastguard. 

               It is also organising a network of volunteers to monitor any impacts of the oil spill on seabirds. 

               International help 

               An expert from the international organisation Oil Spill  Response Ltd, who worked on the Exxon Valdez spill,  has joined the Spanish Coast Guard Agency. 

               Inshore booms and pumping equipment have been deployed to  try to contain the oil. 

               Cam Pulham from Oil Spill  Response Ltd told BBC News  Online that a lot of the information being reported  could not yet be confirmed. 

               He said: "Information is still somewhat sketchy. We are still in an emergency phase and many reports about the situation are unconfirmed." 

               He added that the spill volumes also needed to be  verified. 

               Up to 3,000 cubic metres of oil may have been spilt but until further investigations are complete the exact amount will not be known. 

               The Prestige is reported to be a single hulled tanker  and was last inspected in 1999.  Concerns have been raised that it may not meet current EU ship safety rules.   Twenty-four crewmembers have been evacuated but  three remain on board. 

               Salvage experts are expected to board the Prestige  soon to determine how much oil has been spilt. 

               The cause of the incident is under investigation, but  members of the crew have told reporters they felt a  bump before the ship started listing to the side.

______________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

U.S. States Combat Climate Change on Their Own 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, November 15, 2002 (ENS) - With the U.S. federal government dragging its feet on addressing the Earth's warming climate, some  states are not waiting for the feds to tell them what to do. State action on the  issue has been intensifying in the past few years, according to a new report  from the Pew Center on Global Climate Change released Thursday. 

                      The report, "Greenhouse & Statehouse: The Evolving State Government Role  in Climate Change," examines case studies of nine states that have taken  efforts to mitigate climate change. The case studies examined in the report are  Georgia, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Jersey, North Carolina,                     Oregon, Texas and Wisconsin. 

                                      Eileen Claussen, president of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, is a former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State. (Photo  courtesy EPA)

                                      Still, the positive momentum of these states should  not overshadow the federal government's failure to  take the lead on the issue, says Eileen Claussen,  president of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change. 

                                      "State initiatives are getting us started on the path of  reducing greenhouse gases," Claussen said, "but state action is not a  substitute for a comprehensive national strategy." 

                      There is little sign of a national strategy, Claussen added, despite the latest  proposal by the Bush administration to further studying the effects and causes of global warming. The administration's draft plan, released on Monday and available online at: www.climatescience.org, is a broad outline  for new research aimed at clarifying the human role in global warming. 

                      It calls for exploration of temperature trends in the upper and lower atmosphere as well as improvements in monitoring systems that track global  warming and in computer models that simulate climate change. 

                      Many environmentalists blamed the Bush administration for undermining  progress at last month's United Nations conference on climate change and see  this proposal as more of the same. There are lots of uncertainties with global warming, Claussen said, "but it is very important to balance that with the                      certainties." 

                      "The administration is clearly focused on the uncertainties," she said. 

                      The continued reluctance of the U.S. federal government to tackle the issue  tends to dominate the debate, said the report's author Barry Rabe, and the role  of states is often overlooked. 

                      State activities should not be ignored, he said, as individual U.S. states are  contributing more to climate change than many countries. Texas, for example,  annually emits more greenhouse gases than France. Wisconsin tops Uzbekistan in its annual emissions. 

                      "There are obviously limitations to what can be done at the state level, but  there are some very interesting possibilities," said Rabe, an environmental  policy professor at the University of Michigan. "All of this could provide  potential models for future action at the federal level." 

                      Rabe found that states have a variety of interests in addressing climate change, including the potential for rising sea levels, the effect of changing climate patterns on agriculture and the need for stable, renewable energy supplies. 

                      Linking climate change policies, either explicitly or incidentally, to economic development strategies is a common feature across the states. 

                      Wind turbines at the new Southwest Mesa project in Crockett County, Texas. A  total of 107 units produces  74.9 megawatts, enough to power about 74,000 homes.  (Photo by Todd Spink courtesy                     NREL)

                      In Texas, for example,  climate change policy  has emerged from the state's promotion and

                      development of  renewable energy sources, primarily wind  power. 

                      The development of renewable energy was not driven by a specific policy aimed at reducing greenhouse gases, rather it was part of a larger energy  restructuring bill that included renewable portfolio standards (RPS). 

                      These standards require that 2.2 percent of the state's electricity portfolio  must come from renewable energy sources by 2009. 

                      The program has been so successful, Rabe said, that the state "is thinking it didn't set the bar high enough." Some 16 states now have enacted legislation  similar to the Texas model. 

                      In Wisconsin, mandatory reporting for large carbon dioxide generators, which  began in 1993, has given the state and reporting firms a clear measure of their emissions. Wisconsin is the only state with this requirement. It has provided a  basis for the state to develop a registry, Rabe said, that will allow any firm in                the state to report reductions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases,  with the prospect of future credit for action. 

                      New Jersey offers a look at a comprehensive, multi-sector strategy largely driven by fear of how sea level rise might affect this low-lying state on the  Atlantic Ocean. 

                      New Jersey’s long-standing concern about climate change took new shape in 1998 when Robert Shinn, then Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection, issued Administrative Order 1998-09 that  established a goal of reducing the state’s total greenhouse gas releases to 3.5  percent below 1990 levels by 2005, the Pew report explains. 

                      This order was supported by then Governor Christine Todd Whitman, who is  the current federal EPA administrator, and endorsed by what Rabe calls "an  unusual coalition of industry representatives and environmental groups." 

                                                          Houses on the New Jersey shore (Photo courtesy B&K Realty)

                                                          To combat climate change, New Jersey officials have pursued a                                                          variety of initiatives,including the creation of covenants. Under these  agreements,  organizations sign a pledge to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions in line  with the state goal. Although voluntary, several private companies as well as  all of New Jersey's 56 colleges and universities have signed on to the covenant. 

                      Yet there are clear limitations facing state policies, Rabe said. Funding is a primary barrier facing state led efforts, and increasing budgetary pressures could imperil future climate change policies. U.S. state governments are mandated by law to balance their budgets, and many used an array of last  gasp measures to bridge revenue shortfalls last year. 

                      Fragmentation is another fundamental concern for policies originating at the state level, Rabe said. There is the potential that a "patchwork quilt" of state  regulations and policies could increase compliance costs and create reporting and monitoring difficulties. 

                      Some states remain hostile to policies on climate change. In 1999, 16 states passed legislation or resolutions highly critical of the Kyoto Protocol and  opposing its ratification. 

                      The increase in state activity detailed in the report does, however, reflect a  positive shift in the American public's view of climate change. 

                      A common feature among the nine states studied in the report, Rabe said, is a "remarkable amount of bipartisan support" for the policies. 

                      "This is not an issue dominated by one party at the state level," he said. 

                      This shift, Claussen explained, is the result of greater public support,  increased confidence in the science behind global warming and a growing  belief by the business sector that this issue cannot be ignored. 

                      "It is now okay to talk about climate change," she said. 

                      In a related, but separate effort, the Pew Center on Global Climate Change and  the National Association of State Energy Officials have collaborated on an online database of state led energy programs that deliver emissions  reductions. It can be found at: http://www.pewclimate.org/states/index.cfm
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Topical News Issues
Global tourist professionals eyes Asia tourism forum
GUILIN, Guangxi, Nov. 17 (Xinhuanet) -- The upcoming Bo'ao Forum for Asia-Tourism Conference will provide a platform for the promotion of international tourist cooperation in Asia and beyond, said an official with the organizing committee here Sunday.
…The representatives include national leaders and former political dignitaries, tourism ministers, and international organizations such as the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the World Tourism Organization, the World Travel and Tourism Council, as well as tourism experts and industry representatives.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2002-11/18/content_632338.htm 


Call to improve transparency - Govts urged to allow input by civic groups 
Bangkok Post, Nov 18, 2002 (Wasant Techawongtham) - A new grouping of independent researchers and civic groups has called on Greater Mekong Sub-region governments and regional institutions to increase public participation and openness in managing the regional environment.
… The first Regional Environmental Forum for Mainland Southeast Asia was jointly organised by the Cambodian institute, the Thailand Environment Institute and the United States-based World Resources Institute.
At the end of the two-day meeting, participants agreed to form a regional independent group to pursue a more transparent and open decision-making process by national governments and regional institutions such as Asean, the Mekong River Commission (MRC), and the Asian Development Bank (ADB).
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/18Nov2002_news18.html 

US$5 billion earmarked to clean up mighty Yangtze River
China Daily, November 18, 2002 - The Chinese Government will invest a total of 39.2 billion yuan (US$4.822 billion) over the next seven years, in a bid to clean up the mighty Yangtze River, officials of the Ministry of Water Resources announced Sunday in Chongqing, Southwest China. 
The efforts will concentrate on water pollution control in the Three Gorges Reservoir area, as well as in the upper reaches of the Yangtze. 
http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/news/2002-11-18/94209.html 

Wildlife conference steps up control of int'l trade
Japan Today, Saturday, November 16, 2002 - SANTIAGO — A two-week international conference on wildlife conservation closed Friday after approving a series of measures aimed at curbing international trade in wildlife, from mahogany and sea horse to basking shark and whale shark.
…The Philippines and others got their proposal approved by the main session on measures to protect whale shark, the world's biggest shark, which is hunted by some Asian countries for its meat and fins.
http://www.japantoday.com/e/?content=news&id=238856 
Illegal wildlife trade runs away from city
The Times of India (SAURABH SINHA), NOVEMBER 18, 2002 - NEW DELHI: With the Delhi state government and law enforcing agencies cracking down on illegal trade of wildlife products, poachers and tra-ders are shifting shop outside the city. Delhi is now being used to strike deals, while the products — including animal skins, ivory and shahtoosh shawls — are being delivered mostly outside, say wildlife officials.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=28602887 

ASIA'S BIG CATS WIN AT CITES 
Environment Nepal, Santiago 14 November 2002: CITES Parties voted yesterday in favour of increasing conservation action for Asia’s endangered big cats as a proposal from India won wide-spread support. At the 12th Conference of the Parties to CITES, currently meeting in Santiago, Chile, India proposed that the snow leopard, Asian leopard and clouded leopard receive the same international attention as the flagship Asian cat, the tiger. Supported by fellow Asian big cat range States, the Russian Federation, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bhutan, India reported that other Asian big cats face threats from international illegal trade similar to those faced by tigers, and in fact the bones of other Asian big cats may be used as substitutes for tiger bone on the illegal market. With the added threat of the re-emergence of the illegal trade in endangered cat skins, improvements to legislation and enforcement are essential to protect Asian big cats from wildlife criminals. 

http://environmentnepal.com.np/news_d.asp?id=283 


ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP and UN in the News

Financial Times, 15 November: INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: Strong Cites turnout ensures its survival

From the species' pers-pective, there is the usual mix of winners and losers at the 12th conference of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites), which ends in Santiago today. Despite furious lobbying and vote-trading, the Japanese delegation failed to muster the necessary support to remove Minke and Bryde's whales from Cites' Appendix I, which bans all cross-border trade.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021115000507&query=endangered+species&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Le Monde, 14 novembre:  Le commerce de l'ivoire réautorisé pour trois pays africains

SANTIAGO. La Convention sur le commerce international des espèces de faune et de flore sauvage menacées d'extinction (Cites) a autorisé, mardi 12 novembre, à Santiago du Chili, trois pays africains, l'Afrique du Sud, le Botswana et la Namibie, à vendre leurs stocks d'ivoire sur le marché international.

http://www.lemonde.fr/recherche_breve/1,9687,780775,00.html?query=esp%E8ces+m%E9nac%E9es&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&debutjour=&debutmois=&debutannee=&finjour=&finmois=&finannee=&G_NBARCHIVES=751+188
UN body regulates mahogany trade, Brazil opposed

SANTIAGO, Chile - Environmentalists hailed a decision by a U.N. body to curb the global trade in mahogany, the most valuable tree species in the Amazon jungle, while Brazil called the move a threat to free trade

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18595/story.htm
Sea horses given protected status by UN body

SANTIAGO, Chile - The tiny sea horse briefly stole the spotlight at a U.N. meeting in Chile when delegates agreed to protect all 32 species of the sea creature from a lucrative global trade that threatens to drive them to extinction.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18591/story.htm
Australia drops bid to protect Chilean sea bass

SANTIAGO, Chile - Australia dropped a bid to have the Chilean sea bass, a deep-sea predator also known as the Patagonian toothfish, declared an endangered species at a U.N. meeting in Chile.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18592/story.htm
New Zealand to ratify Kyoto Protocol by Christmas

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18594/story.htm
Elephants in the firing line

The decision to allow sales of ivory has brought an angry response from environmental campaigners.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/2457965.stm
U.N. body OKs zero quota in Black Sea dolphin trade (Reuters)

http://www.thestate.com/mld/thestate/news/breaking_news/4521283.htm
U.N. Body Orders Members to Get Tough on Bear Trade (Reuters)

The 160-member U.N. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) ordered countries to report by next year on steps they are taking to clamp down on the illegal trade in bear bile and other bear parts.

http://www.thestate.com/mld/thestate/news/breaking_news/4521274.htm
UNESCO Asked to Save Venice and Lagoon from Dikes

VENICE, Italy, November 14, 2002 (ENS) - On the 30th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention, Salvare Venezia con la Laguna (Save Venice with its Lagoon), a coalition of environmental groups and citizens, today called on UNESCO's World Heritage Congress meeting here to support immediate measures to protect Venice from the Italian government's plan to prevent flooding. http://ens-news.com/ens/nov2002/2002-11-14-01.asp
______________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

17 November 2002

Another Toxic Texan Rises to the Top, IPS, 16/11:  If ''European elites'' and other effete multilateralists consider U.S. President George W. Bush the 'Toxic Texan', what will they make of the new Republican Majority Leader in the House of Representatives, Tom DeLay.  He not only hails from Texas, as does the president; he is truly toxic. Before entering Congress in 1985, he ran a pest extermination business. And he still thinks all the talk about global warming, the ozone hole, and even pesticides like DDT as hazardous to human and planetary health is a lot of nonsense, ''designed on computer models by environmental activists''.  Next to Bush, DeLay has now clearly established himself as the most powerful Republican leader in the United States.  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=13933)

Slow-Motion Disaster Below the Waves, Los Angles Times, 17/11:  There is a new term in the environmental movement. It sounds esoteric, like the kind of thing you don't really need to understand, something you can leave to the more technical types. The term is "shifting baselines, the chronic, slow, hard-to-notice changes in things, from the disappearance of birds and frogs in the countryside to the increased drive time from L.A. to San Diego.  Among environmentalists, a baseline is an important reference point for measuring the health of ecosystems, such as oceans and fisheries.  For the oceans, there is disagreement on what the future holds.  Next year two major reports will be released on the state of the US oceans: the Oceans Report from the Pew Charitable Trusts, and the report of the U.S. Oceans Commission. The advance word on both is that the news will not be good.  (See http://www.latimes.com/news/science/la-op-olson17nov17,0,5808573.story?coll=la%2Dnews%2Dscience)

Modified crops raise fears of contamination, Chicago Tribune, 17/11:  A handful of modified corn had recently spoiled the entire bin of 500,000 bushels in Nebraska.  And with that, a technology said to hold great promise for advancing human health found itself in big trouble again.  Giant food companies like Kraft and ConAgra, stung by a sweeping recall of contaminated corn two years ago, are up in arms over this episode. And environmental activists aghast at the thought of turning fields of grain into drug factories say the events in Nebraska show that the "farmaceutical" industry can't be trusted.  To some, destroying food over what amounts to a negligible amount of crop material is a needless waste.  But others say regulators have seriously underestimated the risks.  (See http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/health/chi-0211170295nov17.story)

US Navy to Limit Sonar Testing Thought to Hurt Sea Mammals, AP/NY Times, 16/11:  The Navy has agreed to scale back temporarily the testing of a new sonar system designed to detect enemy submarines.  The agreement was reached after months of protests by environmentalists and two weeks after a federal magistrate judge blocked the testing, citing concerns about marine life.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/17/science/17WHAL.html?ex=1038543181&ei=1&en=51bf479ea721a950)

A Prospect Delayed in Canada's Arctic, NY Times, 16/11:  Seventy-three trillion cubic feet of proven and potential natural gas reserves - three and a half times what the United States uses annually - lie within the Mackenzie River delta area, mostly on native lands, promising to convert this remote region of Canada into a major energy provider for the vast American market.  Most of the native groups that once opposed drilling and a planned $3 billion pipeline project have abandoned their protests and now favor exploiting their energy resources.  To many environmental groups, more exploration and longer pipelines threaten the pristine Canadian North and shorelines.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/16/business/16GAS.html?ex=1038462317&ei=1&en=1c30de90662c3455)

Business group 'trying to scare Canadians' on Kyoto, Canadian Press/Toronto Star, 15/11:  Canadian businesses should be wary of disinformation when deciding which side to take on the Kyoto accord, Environment Minister David Anderson said Friday.  He accused the group of using an ad campaign to scare Canadians by claiming Kyoto will hurt the economy and result in job losses.  Anderson said Canadians should be cautious and not listen to what he called "the drumbeat" that Kyoto will be bad for Canadian business.  Anderson also argued that not doing anything to reduce greenhouse gas emissions could hurt business.  For example, he said, climate change has led to severe storms that have resulted in a massive increase in insurance payouts.  He also said most scientists agree action is needed on climate change — and half measures won't do.  (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_PrintFriendly&c=Article&cid=1035774453397)

Sensible ivory sales, National Post editorial, 16/11:  This week's decision to allow Namibia, Botswana and South Africa to sell ivory in controlled conditions is welcome.  It suggests that the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species is now more willing to contemplate a balanced policy that will give poor Africans an economic incentive to protect elephants with which they share land.  Moderate people who care about the species but aren't anti-ivory absolutists, should welcome this glimmer of sense in a debate that has lacked it.  Long term, the African elephant will be safe only if its human neighbors want it to survive. The next step should be to allow carefully monitored annual ivory sales -- which would make elephants an indefinite source of income for the locals.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={13ADA0B9-018C-4FFB-9916-F6D530FB3D46})

Environment Under Attack, Los Angeles Times editorial, 16/11:  Environmentalists are bracing for the return of the undead in the US Congress, particularly the opening of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling. This proposed industrialization of fragile tundra will almost certainly return to life with the new Republican Senate majority.  There was no substantial debate on the environment in the midterm campaign, overshadowed as it was by terrorism and related matters. This has allowed the administration to work quietly and attract little attention to many of its initiatives.  One of the administration's more obscure moves may be its most far-reaching -- an attack on enforcement of the landmark National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, signed into law by President Nixon. The Bush team wants to limit the required environmental studies on the effects of energy production, logging and other controversial uses of federal waters and land.  The law itself says its purpose is to recognize "the critical importance of restoring and maintaining environmental quality" through the use of "all practicable means and measures." The administration must not remold it to fit a different intent.  (See http://www.latimes.com/news/science/la-ed-enviro16nov16,0,4298968.story?coll=la%2Dnews%2Dscience)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA NEWS UPDATE

17-11-2002 

The Ras Al Khaimah Environmental Protection and Industrial Development Authority yesterday announced the implementation of a greenery project at Kadrah, 70km south of Ras Al Khaimah city. 

A senior official said the project is being implemented to neutralise the negative effects of a rock quarry. 

The quarry functioned there for a long time before it closed down, but residents are now suffering from its effects. The soil, particularly in Gharbalah, has been affected. 

This is part of a plan by the Authority to turn remote areas into green belts. Once the greenery project in Kadrah is completed, others will follow. They will minimise the negative environmental effects of cement factories and quarries.

Dust will be checked and the oxygen level will increase. The area will also be beautified and the soil will improve. He said the authority is hoping for rain in these areas.

http://www.gulf-news.com/
'The Patient Is Dying,' UN Middle East envoy warns

Palestine, Politics, 11/14/2002 

Warning of a dire humanitarian situation in the Middle East, the senior United Nations envoy to the region, Terje Roed-Larsen, on Tuesday appealed to donors gathered in Jerusalem to extend support for a wide range of assistance efforts.

Warning that the current international attempts to help the Palestinian population have had little impact on the spiraling crisis, Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East peace process, said, "There have been inputs, but no impact. In short, the patient is dying."

The inter-agency conference in Jerusalem set the stage for a $300 million emergency appeal to be launched next week in response to the humanitarian catastrophe in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Roed-Larsen introduced a UN report that recommended strategies to immediately address the expanding crisis among Palestinians who are suffering unprecedented poverty and unemployment rates.

The conference was attended by 15 UN agencies, key donor countries, and major international non-governmental organizations (NGOs). In addition, envoys from the Quartet - the United States, European Union, Russian Federation and UN - participated the day after a crucial diplomatic meeting to refine a comprehensive roadmap for Middle East peace, due to be completed next month.

Participants at the donors meeting noted that humanitarian aid is not the answer to the deepening crisis. They stressed that the crisis is fundamentally political, and will continue to worsen unless political decisions are taken to lift closures, curfews and other restrictions on the Palestinian civilian population. The UN has shown itself to be totally impotent in this regard due to US opposition to any effective measures against Israel.

"Humanitarian aid has an important part to play in alleviating suffering, but there should be no illusions about the limits that even the most generous assistance can achieve in the current environment," said Ross Mountain, the UN's Assistant Emergency Relief Coordinator, who headed the delegation that prepared the report.

The $300 million humanitarian appeal for 2003, to be launched by UN Deputy Secretary-General Louise Frechette on 19 November in Bern, Switzerland, covers emergency funds in addition to current UN expenditures on development in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. The money will be directed toward meeting the critical needs of the civilian population, including food and nutrition, health, water and sanitation, emergency employment and income generation, and psycho-social counseling. Israel, meantime, seems to continue in destroying what the Palestinians build in civil, political or commercial institutions.

http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/021114/2002111419.html
Children of Quneitra Needs a Healing Touch

Syria, Education, 11/15/2002 

"After war, the children of Quneitra are witnessing the horror of destruction around them, specially the children close to the line of control. One can see the destroyed building, once used to be standing in proud, the Golan hospital was providing life to many patients and now begging for its own life," said UNICEF's program coordinator Narinder Sharma.

He explained that children and women are the main sufferers in any type of war and Quneitra is not an exception. Scattered landmines and unexploded ordnance continuously pose a danger to the children and shepherds in the area. This adds to the agony of community of Quneitra, which has been suffering from aftermath of 1973 war all these years.

Various ministries of the government of Syria along with the governorate of Quneitra have been engaged in a tremendous effort to provide development opportunity and infrastructure to the local community at various levels.

UNICEF in cooperation with partners also provided a helping hand to the community of Quneitra. Seven safe playgrounds were constructed in various villages. A well focused landmines awareness campaign was conducted within schools, youth and women with the cooperation of ministry of education, General Women Union and Pioneers Organization. Agriculture Extension section of Ministry of Agriculture staged dramas on landmine awareness and staged at various villages in Qunaitra.

Our recent visit to Quneitra was to initiate the project to establish a center for disabled children. There are 302 children with various types of disabilities like cerebral palsy, mental retardation, limb paralysis and other types of disability.

While UNICEF was working with the local community to construct safe playgrounds for children and to organise a mine awareness campaign, community brought to notice the plight of disabled children and their parents. Hence, the necessity was felt to open a center for disabled children and UNICEF started discussing the possibility with partners.

UNDOF (United Nations Disengagement and Observation Force) Force Commander Gen. Bo Wranker and his team has been providing a technical support for mine awareness campaign, furthermore they offered to cooperate with UNICEF in providing assistance for disabled children. Mrs. Wranker has mobilized resource in providing financial and material support to establish this center. Members of UNDOF contingent have provided so far 34 wheel chairs, 30 hearing aids and 4 pair of crutches.

Once this center is functioning, initially will provide assistance to 50 disabled children, counseling, training to parents and caretakers of disabled children. There will be an effort to work with the community through training, seminars, and participation to create an atmosphere of "disabled child friendly" in Quneitra. We shall be working together in creating an environment where "the child's right to special care and the steps taken to ensure the extension, subject to available resources, to the eligible child and those responsible for his or her care, of assistance appropriate to the child's condition and to circumstances of the parents or others caring for the child." According to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, "a mentally or physically disabled child should enjoy a full and decent life, in condition which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child's active participation in the community."

Some of the disabled children in Quneitra center will be included after initial training, in the formal education system according to their disabilities.

Recently, in Syria a pilot project for "inclusive education" is implemented now in Syria in 4 schools and one KG, with the aim to promote "inclusion of children with disabilities into regular schools." This project is implemented by Ministry of Education (MOE) in cooperation with UNICEF, UNESCO, Karim Rida Said Foundation, Save the Children-UK, and Save the Children-Sweden. A National Task force is created to follow up and support the implementation of this project, and to ensure the successful expansion to other schools after the evaluation phase at the end of this scholar year. The expansion will include some of Quneitra schools next year, so the children in Quneitra disabled center will have a chance to enjoy their right to go to the nearest school to their home.

"Let me mention that 'Inclusion in education' is an unending process. It involves increasing the participation of learners in and reducing their exclusion from, the cultures, curricula and communities of local learning centers. It requires the restructuring of the cultures, policies and practices in schools so that they support the learning and participation of the diversity of students in their community. A concern with overcoming barriers to the access and participation of particular students may reveal gaps in the attempts of a school to respond to diversity more generally. Diversity is not viewed as a problem to be overcome by attempting to separate students into groups, homogeneous in background and attainment. Diversity is seen instead as cause for celebration and as a rich resource for teaching and learning. All students are seen as having a right to an education in their locality. Inclusion is concerned with fostering a mutually sustaining relationship between schools and communities inclusion in education is one aspect of inclusion in society."

Inclusive education has evolved as a movement to challenge exclusionary policies and practices and has gained ground over the past decade to become a favored adopted approach in addressing the learning needs of all students in regular schools and classrooms. International initiatives from the United Nations, UNICEF, UNESCO, the World Bank and elsewhere jointly add up to a growing consensus that all children have the right to be educated together, regardless of their physical, intellectual, emotional, social linguistic or other condition, and that inclusion makes good educational and social sense.

Today an increasing number of countries are working towards a more integrated approach to human service development. The use of available human and financial resources can be maximized through cooperation between the public and private sector, and by addressing exclusion issues within an inter-sectoral perspective of collaboration. Within this new scenario of international and inter-organizational collaboration, the idea of inclusive education is now influencing reform in the education system as well as the development and restructuring of schooling in many countries.

Attaining the universally accepted goal of Education For All has been, and remains, one of the most daunting challenges facing the global community today. It is estimated that several hundred million children and youth are still denied access to even the most basic education necessary to develop their potential for becoming independent and contributing members in their contemporary communities, societies and cultures.

Reaching the unreached, all those children and youth excluded -- for reasons of disability, poverty, geographical remoteness, political and economic turmoil, or deeply rooted gender and racial discrimination -- has now been accepted as a priority in virtually all countries. Developing countries, for which this endeavor is especially challenging, are being strongly supported by the international development community in the effort to provide Education For All -- the key to sustainable social and economic growth.

In all these areas Syria is making tremendous efforts and have achieved a considerable success while proceeding on the progress path.

Advocating a sincere call for peace and building a bright future for children Sharma concluded "Let us not forget that to destroy infrastructure it takes minutes, but to build, it takes years, and it takes centuries to heal the wounds."

http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/021115/2002111514.html
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 DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of the daily press briefing by the Associate Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, Stéphane Dujarric, and the Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly, Richard

     Sydenham.

           Briefing by Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           **Secretary-General in Geneva

           As you know, the Secretary-General is in Geneva today.  He held a series of meetings there with President

     Paul Biya of Cameroon and President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria to discuss follow-up to the International Court of

     Justice decision regarding the border dispute between the two countries over the Bakassi Peninsula.  This afternoon,

     agreement was reached in those discussions to move the process forward in an organized and peaceful manner,

     taking into account the interests of both peoples.  At the end of the meeting, the Secretary-General read out a joint

     communiqué, reflecting the agreement that had been reached.

           Earlier today, the Secretary-General met one on one first with President Biya of Cameroon and then with

     President Obasanjo of Nigeria.  The three men then had a private lunch together, after which they met with their

     respective delegations.

           **Biological Weapons Conference

           We have a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the conclusion of the resumed session of the Fifth

     Review Conference of the Biological Weapons Convention:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the positive outcome of the resumed session of the Fifth Review Conference

     of the Biological Weapons Convention, which concluded its work today in Geneva.  The Conference decided to hold

     annual meetings of the States parties in the next three years leading to the 2006 Review Conference, to address

     national measures to implement the Biological Weapons Convention and to control dangerous pathogens, as well as

     better international response to, and investigation of, the alleged use of biological weapons, and improved surveillance

     of infectious diseases.  These agreed steps constitute an encouraging development in the process of strengthening the

     Biological Weapons Convention.”

           **Security Council

           As you probably noticed today, there are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council today.

           **Iraq ‘Oil-for-Food’ Programme

           Concerning Iraq and the “oil-for-food” programme specifically, we have upstairs the latest report of the

     Secretary-General on the oil-for-food programme. 

     In it, the Secretary-General focuses on the programme’s achievements in improving the humanitarian situation in Iraq,

     as well as the programme’s shortcomings and the difficulties it faces.

           **UNHCR on Colombia

           The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees says it has recently recommended that the United

     States administration grant Temporary Protected Status (TPS) to Colombian nationals currently in the United States. 

     This status is a time-limited, complementary form of protection, which would allow nationals of a designated country to

     remain in the United States regardless of visa status and/or asylum proceedings.

           **UNHCR on Angola

           The UNHCR also reports that today the number of spontaneously returned refugees from neighbouring

     countries into Angola is now estimated to have reached more than 70,000.  The main areas of return are four provinces

     bordering the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Zambia.  And, in addition, an estimated 860,000 internally

     displaced persons are believed to have returned home from within the borders of Angola in the same period.

           **Other Humanitarian Developments

           And in other humanitarian notes, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that

     the United Nations is assisting on the outskirts of Brazzaville, in the Republic of the Congo, some 8,000 people

     displaced last month by lawless conditions in the Pool Region of the Republic of the Congo.  And we have more

     upstairs from OCHA.

           **UNDP in Rwanda

           In a meeting last night in Kigali, the President of Rwanda, Paul Kagame, asked the Administrator of the United

     Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Mark Malloch Brown, for UNDP to coordinate international support for

     elections due to take place next July, the first presidential and parliamentary polls for Rwanda since the 1994

     genocide.  Mr. Malloch Brown responded, “The message I’m taking home from this meeting is that Rwanda has come

     a long way in a very short time and has put a system in place for national reconciliation and elections.”  Mr. Malloch

     Brown then travelled last night to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where he is to meet with President Joseph

     Kabila to discuss the consolidation of peace and security in the Great Lakes region.

           **Human Rights in Italy

           Dato Param Cumaraswamy, the special rapporteur dealing with the independence of judges and lawyers,

     today issued a statement, which is available in our Office upstairs, on his recent mission to Italy, in which he

     concluded that mutual suspicion and mistrust, resulting in tensions between Italy’s magistrates and the Government,

     continues.  The root causes, he said, appear to be the cumbersome legal system and its procedures, which can lead

     to abuses, and the high-profile trials of prominent politicians.  And we have more on that statement upstairs.

           **Signings

           This morning, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines signed the Protocol on Trafficking in Persons and the

     Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants, both supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational

     Organized Crime.  [It was later announced that the signing would take place on Wednesday,

     20 November.]

           **More on Cameroon/Nigeria Communiqué

           I do have one thing just given to me that I have to read out to you, the joint communiqué that was agreed upon

     in Geneva:

           "At the invitation of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, President Paul Biya of Cameroon and

     President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria met today in Geneva in the Secretary-General’s presence to follow up on the

     ruling of

     10 October 2002 of the International Court of Justice (ICJ).  In this connection, the two Presidents acknowledged the

     importance for their countries of respecting their obligations under the United Nations Charter.

           "The Secretary-General welcomed Presidents Biya and Obasanjo's renewed commitment, as heads of States

     of law-abiding countries, to renounce the use of force in their bilateral relations and pursue peaceful ways for the

     settlement of their boundary differences, as well as the constructive spirit which prevailed throughout the various

     meetings held today.

           "In the course of these meetings, both parties agreed to identify a number of confidence-building measures

     that would pave the way to resolving many of the issues which are the subject of the ICJ ruling.  These include

     measures considered by the two heads of State in Paris on 5 September and those agreed upon at the

     ministerial-level meeting of the Joint Commission in Abuja on 30 September, as well as additional relevant measures.

           "In addition, the two Presidents agreed on the need for a meeting between the two sides at summit level, at

     the earliest possible opportunity, to discuss defence and security issues of common concern.

           "The two Presidents further agreed to ask the Secretary-General to establish a mixed commission of the two

     sides, to be chaired by his Special Representative, Ahmedou Ould-Adballah, to consider ways of following up the ICJ

     ruling and moving the process forward.  The mixed commission will meet in Abuja and Yaoundé on an alternating

     basis.  The first meeting will be held in Yaoundé on 1 December.

           "The mixed commission will consider all the implications of the decision, including the need to protect the

     rights of the affected populations in both countries.  The commission shall, inter alia, be entrusted with the task of

     demarcating the land boundary between the two countries.  It will make recommendations on additional

     confidence-building measures such as the holding, on a regular basis, of meetings between local authorities,

     government officials and heads of State; developing projects to promote joint economic ventures and cross-border

     cooperation; the avoidance of inflammatory statements or declarations on Bakassi by either side; troop withdrawal

     from relevant areas along the land boundary; eventual demilitarization of the Bakassi Peninsula with the possibility of

     international personnel to observe withdrawal; and reactivation of the Lake Chad Basic Commission.

           "The two Presidents agreed to consider what further assistance their two countries would need from the United

     Nations, and to meet again in due course under the auspices of the Secretary-General to review the progress

     achieved.

           "The Secretary-General reaffirmed his personal commitment and that of the United Nations to continuing to

     assist Cameroon and Nigeria in their efforts to settle their differences peacefully."

           **The Week Ahead

           And today being Friday, we have the week ahead for you, to help you plan your week.  That’s it for me.  Any

     questions?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Security was very tight coming in this morning.  The main entrance was effectively closed.  Was

     this because of Hans Blix’s visit or was there a threat?

           Associate Spokesman:  My understanding is that it was due to construction at the regular staff entrance. 

     There was nothing else that I’m aware of, but I’ll be happy to check.

           Question:  All attention is on Iraq, but there are other tense situations, namely, for example, the border

     situation between Eritrea and the Sudan right now.  What is being done to defuse the situation?

           Associate Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has been involved in following a number of tense issues.  So

     things have been followed, but I’ll be happy to get some more detail to you once I get back upstairs.

           Briefing by Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.  The General Assembly plenary meeting this morning discusses the report of the

     Secretary-General on assistance in mine action. Some 24 speakers are inscribed to speak.

           The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth) takes action this morning on draft resolutions on

     the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and on the report of

     the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other

     Arabs in the Occupied Territories.

           The Second Committee (Economic and Financial) considers introduction of a draft resolution on

     macroeconomic policy questions; concludes discussion on environment and sustainable development:  protection of

     global climate; and starts general discussion on sustainable development and international economic cooperation.

           The Third Committee (Social, Cultural and Humanitarian) discusses draft resolutions on human rights

     questions and the report of the UNHCR.  It takes action this afternoon on draft resolutions on the advancement of

     women and promotion and protection of the rights of children.

           Coming up on Monday, as I have briefed you over the last couple of days, the open-ended panel of the General

     Assembly on "Afghanistan:  one year later” will be held in the Trusteeship Council Chamber starting at 9 a.m.  There

     will be two panels.  From 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., a panel on political issues.  President Kavan will chair both sessions.  The

     moderator of the first panel will be Kieran Prendergast, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs.  The second

     session, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., will be on economic issues, moderated by David Malone of the International Peace

     Academy.  The panellists are listed in the Journal today and the media are invited.  Starts at 9 o'clock on Monday. 

     Any questions?  Thank you.

                                              * *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Chief UN weapons inspector heads for Iraq, says new probe to start on 27 November

*
Iraq’s humanitarian situation improving but still dire, UN reports

*
Horrified at latest terror attack, Annan appeals to Palestinians to end violence

*
Nigeria, Cameroon ask UN-backed commission to follow-up ICJ ruling on Bakassi

*
Annan welcomes ‘positive’ end to meeting on anti-biological weapons treaty

*
UN agency asks US to grant Colombian refugees temporary protected status

*
70,000 Angolan refugees have spontaneously returned home, UN agency says

*
UN assists 8,000 displaced persons in the Republic of Congo

*
Rwanda seeks UN support for 2003 national elections

*
UN human rights expert says Italian Prime Minister should not act above law

*
Agencies providing aid to populations affected by conflict in Côte d’Ivoire – UN

*
New Zealand troops begin repatriation from UN mission in Timor-Leste

*
UN tribunal wraps up genocide trial of former Rwandan official

*
Burkina Faso: UN development agency provides school aid to AIDS orphans

* * * *

Iraq: weapons inspections


15 November – Just before leaving New York for Iraq, the chief United Nations weapons inspector today predicted that a formal probe in the country would begin in less than two weeks.


Speaking to reporters at UN Headquarters before travelling to Cyprus this weekend ahead of his arrival in Baghdad on Monday, Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), said the purpose of the advance trip “is to initiate this new chapter of inspections.”

The main immediate task would be to set up the logistical arrangements needed to re-start inspections. “We had a centre there, but that has not been manned since the end of 1998, so we will have to make sure that the pigeons that have broken through the windows have been chased out, and that we will have new paint on the walls, and that the laboratories will be fixed with new equipment.” Secure telecommunications and transportation were also crucial.

With the first group of inspectors set to arrive about a week after the advance team, Mr. Blix predicted that the first resumed inspections would take place on 27 November. The latest Security Council resolution provides 60 days from that point for a report. Iraq, meanwhile, is required to submit a declaration on its weapons programme on 8 December. “Once that comes in, there will be a lot of work for us to analyze that declaration,” he said.

Asked what he would consider a “serious violation” by Iraq, Mr. Blix said the question was important as it related to the trigger for war. At the same time, he called for a “nuanced” approach to the issue. “You may have to take into account whether you can read an intention into something,” he said. “We still have to use our common sense in judging whether something is a way of preventing us – hindering us – in the inspection, or if it is not.” He stressed that the inspectors would not judge what constitutes a material breach; the Council would make it’s own judgement on that point.


The submission of Iraq’s declaration would be “one of the most important moments we foresee” in the process, Mr. Blix said. He recalled that the original concept in 1991 had been that Iraq would declare what it had, and the UN would verify that information. “Some said this developed into ‘they hide and we seek,’” he said, voicing hope that Iraq would take the declaration very seriously.


Asked about Baghdad’s recent assertion that the country has no weapons of mass destruction, Mr. Blix said Iraq would have a month to examine its stocks “to see whether there is something or not.” He added that Baghdad had changed its position on other matters, “so that could be changed also on this matter.”


“If I have solid evidence that Iraq has weapons of mass destruction then I would put that on the table at the Security Council,” Mr. Blix emphasized. 


An omission in the declaration could “certainly be very serious,” he said, recalling that in the past, this had been the case with Iraq’s biological weapons programme. A denial of access, even for a relatively short time, would be “a very significant matter” that must be evaluated by the Security Council, which would take a decision on the question of material breach.


“Cosmetic inspections are worse than none,” Mr. Blix said, repeating a theme he has long sounded. “And I think it is in the Iraqi interest too that there are effective inspections, because otherwise they would not be credible, and that would be of no use to Iraq or to anybody else.”


Responding to a question on reports that Iraq is carrying out a covert arms programme, Mr. Blix said the UN team was concerned and would respond. “There are lots of reports that they are hiding things, that there are mobile units and there are underground units, and I think the Security Council wants us to try to get to them,” he said. “We don’t assume that there are but this is a possibility and it has to be tested.”

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian


15 November – The United Nations “oil-for-food” programme which allows Iraq to use a portion of its crude revenues for relief aid has significantly improved the country’s humanitarian situation, but acute problems remain, according to a UN report released today in New York.

“Despite its shortcomings, the programme has made and continues to make a major difference in the lives of ordinary Iraqis,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan writes in the report.

Acknowledging the prevailing political circumstances surrounding Iraq, the Secretary-General urges attention to the plight of the country’s citizens. “While, understandably, the current discussions are focused on the resumption of the weapons inspection regime, I should like to appeal to all concerned to also focus attention on the humanitarian dimension and to spare no effort in meeting the dire humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people,” he says.


The report notes that the oil-for-food programme has improved the overall socio-economic conditions of the Iraqi people countrywide, while preventing the further degradation of public services and infrastructure. In several areas, the programme has stabilized and improved access to humanitarian goods and services. “Notwithstanding the significant achievements of the programme in improving the humanitarian condition of the Iraqi people compared to their dire plight in 1996 [before it began], there still remains much to be done,” Mr. Annan states.


Documenting positive developments in the area of health, for example, the report notes a 40 per cent increase in major surgeries compared to 1997 in the centre and south, where there has also been a reduction in a number of communicable diseases. Immunization drives have rendered Iraq polio-free. But at the same time, there are shortages of certain drugs because of concerns by members of the Security Council sanctions committee that they could have military applications. Pharmaceuticals for treating leukaemia and cancer are also in short supply countrywide, owing in part to the insufficient financial allocation by the Government of Iraq.

While malnutrition among children under five remains relatively high, it has been arrested and reversed in the centre and south. Malnutrition rates in 2002 are half those of 1996. In the education sector, the distribution of 1.2 million school desks has met 60 per cent of the need in the centre and south. While calling this a “great improvement” over previous years, Mr. Annan says, “schools countrywide do not provide an environment conducive to learning; overcrowding and double shifts are the norm, a situation that requires urgent attention.”


The report also documents the programme’s severe budget gap, which is caused by low and erratic levels of Iraqi crude sales – “conservative estimates” put the loss at $4 billion during the current phase. In order to address the problem, the Secretary-General calls for resolving the question of pricing, which is partly to blame for the uneven exports.

* * *

Middle East


15 November – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned “in the strongest possible terms” a terrorist attack in the West Bank town of Hebron that killed 10 Jewish worshippers on their way to the Sabbath eve prayers.

Calling the incident, which also left many injured, “despicable,” Mr. Annan conveyed his “heartfelt condolences” to the families of victims and to the Government of Israel, a UN spokesman said in a statement.

The Secretary-General reiterated his appeal to all Palestinian groups “to stop all such acts of senseless violence, which are extremely harmful to the Palestinian cause,” the statement said.

Stressing that there is no alternative to a political solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Mr. Annan said the road map of the diplomatic Quartet – the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – to be completed in December “deserves the most serious consideration by both parties.”

* * *

Bakassi peninsula

15 November – The leaders of Nigeria and Cameroon have agreed to ask a United Nations-backed commission to consider ways of following up on last month’s ruling by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the rights to the disputed Bakassi peninsula, a move hailed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

According to a communiqué issued following the Secretary General’s meeting in Geneva today with Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and Paul Biya of Cameroon, Mr. Annan welcomed “their renewed commitment, as Heads of State of law-abiding countries, to renounce the use of force in their bilateral relations and pursue peaceful ways for the settlement of their boundary differences, as well as the constructive spirit which prevailed throughout the various meetings held during the day.”

On 10 October, the ICJ essentially awarded Cameroon rights to the oil-rich peninsula. Two weeks later, Nigeria said in a position paper that the judgment did not consider “fundamental facts” about the Nigerian inhabitants of the territory, whose “ancestral homes” the ICJ has now adjudged to be in Cameroonian territory.

According to today’s text, the “mixed commission,” which would be chaired by Mr. Annan’s Special Representative, Ahmedou Ould-Adballah, would consider all the implications of the ICJ’s decision, including the need to protect the rights of the affected populations in both countries.

The body also would be entrusted with the task of demarcating the land boundary between the two countries and making recommendations on additional confidence-building measures, such as the holding of regular meetings between local authorities, government officials and Heads of State.

Such measures would also include the development of joint venture projects, avoidance of inflammatory statements on Bakassi, troop withdrawals along the land boundary, demilitarization of the peninsula and the reactivation of the Lake Chad Basin Commission.

The commission would meet in the two countries’ capitals, Abuja and Yaoundé, on an alternating basis, starting with Yaoundé on 1 December, the communiqué said.

* * *

Biological weapons

15 November – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today welcomed the “positive outcome” of the most recent review of an international treaty against biological weapons, which just concluded its work in Geneva.

The resumed session of the Fifth Review Conference of the Biological Weapons Convention decided to hold annual meetings of the States Parties in the next three years leading to the 2006 Review Conference to address national measures to implement the Convention and to control dangerous pathogens.

The meeting also agreed to look at better international responses to, and investigations of, the alleged use of biological weapons, and improved surveillance of infectious diseases.

“These agreed steps constitute an encouraging development in the process of strengthening the Biological Weapons Convention,” said a statement issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General.

* * *
Colombia

15 November – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has recommended that the United States grant temporary protected status to the tens of thousands of Colombian nationals currently in the country, ensuring them at least temporary protection and safety.
The status being recommended by UNHCR is a time-limited, complementary form of protection that allows nationals of a designated country to remain in the United States regardless of visa status or asylum proceedings.

In a two-page letter to US officials, UNHCR pointed out that the escalating humanitarian crisis in Colombia has not only resulted in the displacement of millions of civilians but is also precluding their return home.

“The numbers of Colombian asylum seekers are increasing dramatically in the region and in the United States,” UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond said. “Countries neighbouring Colombia have seen dramatic increases over last year in monthly average arrivals of asylum seekers, and fighting in Colombia’s border regions is intensifying.”

* * *

Angolan refugees

15 November – Spurred by the ceasefire early this year between the Government of Angola and the rebel group UNITA, more than 70,000 Angolans have spontaneously returned home from neighbouring countries, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

A spokesman for the agency said that the number includes 47,000 returnees registered by agencies working on behalf of the UN and another 25,000 reported but not yet registered. The returnees are mainly from the four provinces bordering the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Zambia, while an estimated 860,000 internally displaced persons are also believed to have returned home from within the borders of Angola during the same period.

Refugees began to return home more rapidly after the death in February of Jonas Savimbi, the leader of the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola, and the subsequent ceasefire signed in April between the Government and UNITA that brought the 27-year civil war in the country to an end.

Tripartite Repatriation Agreements for the organized repatriation of Angolan refugees from the region are scheduled to be signed at the end of this month, UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond said. While organized repatriation efforts are expected to start after the end of the rainy season next May or June, the agency said it will carry out a “repatriation test” from camps near Kimpese in the DRC to Zaïre province in January.

The repatriation effort could be one of the biggest in recent years, with more than 450,000 refugees living in Zambia, the DRC, Namibia, South Africa, and the Republic of Congo, including an estimated 50,000 Angolan refugees in countries outside Africa.

* * *

Republic of Congo
15 November – The United Nations is assisting about 8,000 persons on the outskirts of Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, who were displaced last month by lawless conditions in the Pool Region, the United Nations Office for the Coordination for Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a statement today. 

Continuing instability in that region had limited the access of humanitarian personnel to the area for the past six months, OCHA said. 

Many of the internally-displaced persons arrived in poor condition at seven different sites where they are sheltered while UN officials have begun to monitor their health conditions for signs of contagious diseases. 

UN agencies have also distributed water purification supplies, medicines, and food as well as buckets, blankets, mosquito netting and soap to nearly 1,200 households.

While the UN is providing technical assistance for building latrines it lacks the bladders, pumps and tanks to ensure that the internally-displaced persons have enough clean water, OCHA said, adding that it has begun to identify alternative sites with adequate shelter and water as the present shelters have reached their capacities.

* * *
Rwanda

15 November – President Paul Kagame of Rwanda has requested that the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) help to ensure efficiency and transparency in the country’s upcoming elections, the first national polling since the 1994 genocide. 

The request came yesterday during a meeting between President Kagame and UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown in the capital, Kigali.

Mr. Malloch Brown said Rwanda’s future depends its efforts to deepen democracy. “The challenge is to ensure that the government is the government of the people – of all the people,” he said. 

While the elections next July are expected to signal the successful end to a transition period, they also present a number of challenges, including a very tight schedule for meeting a number of electoral benchmarks, including the adoption of a new constitution, according to UNDP.

The agency had assisted Rwanda’s Constitutional Commission in producing a draft constitution which will be submitted to a national referendum in March. Working in partnership with British, Swedish and other aid agencies, UNDP will help Rwanda’s electoral commission to elaborate an action plan, train electoral monitors, provide voting machines and computerize voter rolls. The agency is also involved in building capacities in the judicial system and strengthening Rwanda’s police force by training new recruits and providing equipment. 

Before arriving in Rwanda, Mr. Malloch Brown toured Uganda, where he visited several development projects. He departed last night for the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) where he is scheduled to meet with President Joseph Kabila to discuss the consolidation of peace and security in the Great Lakes region. 

* * *

Italy

15 November – Criticizing recent moves in Italy relating to court cases against Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, a United Nations human rights expert today stressed that the head of Government must be equal to all citizens before the law.
Just back from a visit to the country, Dato Param Cumaraswamy, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, called attention to a case involving the Prime Minister pending before the Constitutional Court. “Before the Constitutional Court could decide on the reference Parliament jumped the gun and amended the relevant provision of the Criminal Procedure Code” to provide for transferring the case from Milan to Brescia, he said.

“The speed in which Parliamentary process was invoked to amend the Criminal Procedure Code before even the Constitutional Court could decide on the reference is unprecedented, and the immediate beneficiary of this amendment is seen as the Prime Minister, though it is felt that there is a need for such an amendment to the Criminal Procedure Code,” Mr. Cumaraswamy said.

The Special Rapporteur also notes that the Prime Minister failed to appear in two trials – one in Palermo and one in Milan – to give testimony as a witness. “When inquired why I was told that there is a provision in the Criminal Procedure Code providing high ranking personalities like the Prime Minister the option to appear and give evidence in court or call upon the court to receive their testimonies at a venue of their choice,” he said. “I find such a law, particularly in this day and time, untenable.”

“The Prime Minister being the head of the executive arm of the government should not be seen as being above the law and violating the very core value of the rule of law,” the expert stressed. “In any event it is not clear whether the Prime Minister expressed a choice and called for the court to hear his testimony at another venue. Such a provision in the law can be open for abuse and delay the due process of law by prominent personalities.”
In addition, the Special Rapporteur said that another source of concern is that one of the lead lawyers for the Prime Minister is a member of the House of Deputies and is also the President of the Justice Commission in the same House. “Conflict of interest and ethical issues arising over such representation do not seem to be addressed by Parliament or the competent disciplinary authorities of the legal profession,” he said.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

15 November – Aid agencies are making all efforts to assist internally displaced people, refugees and other affected populations in various parts of Côte d’Ivoire and region, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

Some 300,000 people, half the population of Bouaké, have fled, seeking refuge in towns and villages to the north and the south of that city. Within the city, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the National Red Cross, the UN World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN World Health Organization (WHO), and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are providing food, non-food items, medical and other supplies, as well as essential services such as water and sanitation.

Meanwhile, local authorities, the Catholic Church, national and international NGOs, host families, and UN agencies have provided assistance to thousands in cities along the frontline, including the capital, Yamoussoukro. 

In Abidjan, shantytown residents continue to lose their homes due to a security mop-up operation. Host families, religious groups, the government, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) are sheltering some of the affected.

“A significant number of those displaced since 19 September may have already left Côte d’Ivoire through neighbouring countries, particularly Ghana and Burkina Faso,” OCHA reported, noting that efforts are being made to determine the total outflow of people from the country.

* * *

Timor-Leste

15 November – Troops from New Zealand ended three years of United Nations peacekeeping operations in Timor-Leste today, handing over responsibility for the rugged area that borders West Timor to soldiers from Thailand and Singapore.

In a formal ceremony in Suai District, at which a monument was unveiled to honour the contributions of the New Zealand battalion, the Thai battalion along with a Singapore rifle company and Singapore aviation assumed responsibility for the border post.

The hand-over ceremony was attended by President Xanana Gusmão, Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri and other government officials, the deputy head of the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET), Sukehiro Hasegawa, and New Zealand’s Minister of Defence, Mark Burton.

President Gusmão praised New Zealand’s commitment to Timor-Leste, acknowledging that out of a relatively small National Defence Force, the country has had 646 of its troops committed as peacekeepers. He also paid special tribute to Pvt. Leonard Manning, who was killed while serving in East Timor in July 2000, saying, “We shall not forget his sacrifice.” The President went on to thank Private Manning’s family, which led a campaign to raise funds to build schools and help educate children in Suai.

Mr. Hasegawa cited the significant role of the New Zealand battalion in maintaining a calm and secure border area and in facilitating the return of refugees coming across from West Timor. He also praised “the compassion and devotion” the New Zealanders have shown toward the Timorese people, including helping in the “rebuilding of schools, clinics, water supply points and of a market.”

The first troops from New Zealand arrived in East Timor in September 1999 as part of the international force (INTERFET). Since then, the battalion has been operating in an area of over 1,200 square kilometres of very rugged terrain, with 80 kilometres along the Tactical Control Line at the border with Indonesian West Timor.

The troops will complete their repatriation from Timor-Leste on 19 November.
* * *

Rwanda

15 November – The genocide trial of Rwanda’s former Minister of Information closed today after a month of hearings, the fastest trial so far heard before the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal (ICTR).

During the proceedings, 13 witnesses testified for the prosecution and 11 spoke in defence of Eliezer Niyitegeka, who was part of the interim Government of Rwanda in 1994. The defendant – who faces 10 counts of genocide, direct and public incitement to commit genocide, rape as a crime against humanity and violations of the Geneva Conventions – did not testify on his own behalf.

According to the prosecutor, the accused had personally attacked and killed persons seeking refuge in the Bisesero area of Kibuye Prefecture, where thousands of predominantly Tutsi men, women and children sought refuge from attacks that took place throughout the area between 9 April and 30 June 1994.
* * *

Burkina Faso

15 November – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and its partners will this year provide school materials to 10,000 Burkina Faso children this year, many of whose parents died of AIDS.

Under an education assistance project launched two years ago by the French embassy in Ouagadougou, $145,000 has been raised through the UNDP from donors, including Denmark, France, Germany, Netherlands, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and local staff of the German Development Service.

The assistance is channelled through 72 community organizations in 25 provinces and is part of a wider initiative to build the capacity of such groups in technical and financial management and promote coordination of their activities, UNDP said.

Only about one third of children in Burkina Faso, one of the world’s poorest countries, are enrolled in primary school, and nearly two thirds of the population live in severe poverty, surviving on less than $1 a day. Meanwhile, 270,000 children under 15 have lost either one or both parents to AIDS.

UNDP Resident Representative Christian Lemaire described the project as a sign of the partners’ support for government priorities set out in the national strategic framework for AIDS control, which strongly emphasizes the need for care and support of orphans and other vulnerable children.

* *** *
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Please see page 26 of this week's East African to read a UNEP reply to an article written in last week's edition of the East African: "UNEP's Silence and the Destruction of the World's Forests"























*See page 26 of this week's East African for UNEP's reply to the  article in the East African of (Nov. 18-24) "UNEP's Silence in the Destruction of the World's Forests"
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