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Security Council News
· The Independent (UK) - Security Council makes Sudan priority at Nairobi summit
· UN Security Council given failing grade on African conflicts in 2004

· VOA - Coalition Calls for UN Sanctions Against African Countries Using Child Soldiers
· UN News Centre - Security Council members to visit Central Africa in bid to …….  Peace

· BBC - Sudan conflict under UN spotlight


Other Environment-related News
· The Scotsman - Otter Bucks Trend As 3,000 Species Join Danger List On Dying Planet
· The Daily Telegraph (London) - Earth 'heading towards another mass extinction'
· BBC  - Climate change sceptics 'wrong'
· BBC - Science counts species on brink
· BBC - Extinction threat to ancient plant group
· Reuters - More Than 15,000 Species Facing Extinction - IUCN


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

· ROLAC


Other UN News
· UN Daily News of 16 November 2004
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 16 November 2004
UN News Centre
Time is running out to achieve sustainable development, UN warns
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17 November 2004 – Warning that time is running out in the race for sustainable development – vital in the war on growing poverty, hunger, disease and ecological degradation – the United Nations environmental agency is hosting regional meetings and producing a set of indicators to bring about concrete improvements at the ground level. 

“We need to do the job faster because people’s lives and the health of the planet are at stake,” the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, told environment ministers and over 200 senior decision-makers from 60 countries brought together by his agency this week in Monterrey, Mexico. 

“Let us not forget the goal – the ultimate focus of these efforts is at the poor – those who do not have access to basic services, such as clean water, food, and energy, and who are exposed to health risks due to improper waste management,” he said. “For others, there is the need to consume differently – with less environmental and social impact on the world. We need to create the 'space' for a better quality of life for all.” 

Mr. Toepfer called for rich and middle-class consumers to lead their lives in a way that uses fewer resources and causes less pollution and social damage. 

The recommendations of the seminar, which brought together donor organizations and banks, business, government and ground level implementing groups such as Cleaner Production Centres, will shape UNEP’s work in the sustainable consumption and production area. 

In another initiative half way around the world in Bangkok, Thailand, UNEP today released a set of indicators for the Asia-Pacific region to help guided needed action. 

“We are on a unsustainable development path and time is running out for a well planned transition to policies that will ensure long-term well-being,” the agency’s Deputy Executive Director, Shafqat Kakakhel, said at the launch of the indicators, published in simple, graphical form to allow policy-makers to use benchmarks and assess trends in 30 different economic, social and environmental areas. 

Overall, they show progress in economic performance, poverty reduction and human health, but declines in the quality of land, air, water and biodiversity resources, with the threats to future food security and economic and social development that these pose. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Kerala News
World ; Time is running out to achieve sustainable development, UN warns

  1 minutes Ago

World News, Warning that time is running out in the race for sustainable development – vital in the war on growing poverty, hunger, disease and ecological degradation – the United Nations environmental agency is hosting regional meetings and producing a set of indicators to bring about concrete improvements at the ground level.

“We need to do the job faster because people’s lives and the health of the planet are at stake,” the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, told environment ministers and over 200 senior decision-makers from 60 countries brought together by his agency this week in Monterrey, Mexico.

“Let us not forget the goal – the ultimate focus of these efforts is at the poor – those who do not have access to basic services, such as clean water, food, and energy, and who are exposed to health risks due to improper waste management,” he said. “For others, there is the need to consume differently – with less environmental and social impact on the world. We need to create the 'space' for a better quality of life for all.”

Mr. Toepfer called for rich and middle-class consumers to lead their lives in a way that uses fewer resources and causes less pollution and social damage.

The recommendations of the seminar, which brought together donor organizations and banks, business, government and ground level implementing groups such as Cleaner Production Centres, will shape UNEP’s work in the sustainable consumption and production area.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
TVNZ
Let's talk about toilets 
xxxxx

	 [image: image1.jpg]





Nov 18, 2004 


Long held silence over the taboo subject of toilets is taking its toll on global health and holding back developing countries.

"The toilet is a subject that people don't want to discuss because it is seen as quite disgusting," said Jack Sim, founder of the Singapore-based World Toilet Organisation that is behind the fourth annual World Toilet Summit.

"But the price of not discussing toilets is that people suffer from smelly toilets, dirty toilets, dysfunctional toilets or even no toilets," he said.

The 400 delegates, including town planners, environment and hygiene experts and toilet designers from around the world, have gathered in Beijing for the three-day event.

The summit, with the theme of "human, environment and living," aims to focus on improving global lavatories by using better management, design and technology, including energy-efficient and environmentally-friendly toilets.

According to the United Nations Environment program (UNEP), about 2.4 billion people globally do not have access to any latrines.

As a result, the main source of water contamination in developing countries is human faeces, allowing parasites, bacteria and viruses to get into drinking water and cause diseases, it said.

In Asia's major rivers, counts of dangerous bacteria from faeces can be 50 times higher than the guidelines set by World Health Organisation, it said.

"Unsanitary conditions and practices at the household level, such as the absence of sanitary latrines, unsafe waste disposal and unhygienic behaviour in childcare and food preparation, create a dangerous environment with health risks to children," the UNEP said on its website.

In the absence of clean toilets in rural areas of developing countries, children easily get ill. Because of this, their

education also suffers and poverty is inevitably exacerbated, Sim said.

"We're trying to bring these unspoken issues onto the stage and make toilets a mainstream subject," he said.

"In the past, there were women's liberation, leprosy, AIDS, the sexual revolution - all these are taboos that have been broken. The toilet problem is probably the last one," he said.

The World Toilet Organisation, which promotes itself as a global body for coordinating and promoting sanitation issues, said Beijing had been chosen to host the summit to highlight its efforts in transforming its lavatories.

"They have done so much to spruce up the toilets in Beijing. Over the last couple of years, I have seen toilets transform from not-so-good to fantastic," he said.

"I think we could showcase that with political will, any city can transform from not-so-good to very good."

China said it was turning to the world for inspiration on how to improve its odorous toilets.

"This conference is demonstrating that our government is highly concerned about this and is actively trying to solve the problem," said Fang Zehua, a director at the Beijing Bureau of Tourism, a co-organiser of the summit.

"We hope to take in other countries' and cities' experience in public toilet management ... we also hope to gain technological expertise in environmental protection and ecological technology," Fang said.

Beijing has invested more than 200 million yuan ($NZ34.1 million) since 2001 on upgrading and building more than 700 new public toilets to prepare for the 2008 Olympic Games. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Hindustan Times
Global health suffering because of toilet taboo: Experts Agence France-Presse
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Long-held silence over the taboo subject of toilets is taking its toll on global health and holding back developing countries, hygiene experts warned Wednesday at a world toilet summit here.

"The toilet is a subject that people don't want to discuss because it is seen as quite disgusting," said Jack Sim, founder of the Singapore-based World Toilet Organisation that is behind the fourth annual World Toilet Summit.

"But the price of not discussing toilets is that people suffer from smelly toilets, dirty toilets, dysfunctional toilets or even no toilets," he told AFP.

Some 400 delegates, including town planners, environment and hygiene experts and toilet designers from around the world, have gathered in Beijing for the three-day event.

The summit, with the theme of "human, environment and living," aims to focus on improving global lavatories by using better management, design and technology, including energy-efficient and environmentally friendly toilets.

Experts said toilets and sanitation were important development issues that had long been neglected but were in many ways more important than economic problems.

"Development does not mean high-rise buildings, aeroplanes, many people having cars," said S.P. Srivastava, a social scientist at Lucknow University in India.

"Development means people having basic necessities, basic facilities that improve the quality of life."

Bindeshwar Pathak, founder of Salabh International, a non-government organisation which focuses on sanitation, said 700 million people have no toilets in India, forcing them to defecate in the open and spread diseases.

"And ladies suffer most because they have to go either before sunrise or after sunset, ... it is very difficult for them," he said, adding that the topic deserved more serious attention.

"Such an important subject has been neglected by society ...," he said.

According to the United Nations Environment Programme, about 2.4 billion people globally do not have access to latrines.

As a result, the main source of water contamination in developing countries is human faeces, allowing parasites, bacteria and viruses to get into drinking water and cause diseases, it said.

In Asias major rivers, counts of dangerous bacteria from faeces can be 50 times higher than the guidelines set by World Health Organisation, it said.

In the absence of clean toilets in rural areas of developing countries, children easily get ill. Because of this, their education also suffers and poverty is inevitably exacerbated, Sim said.

"We're trying to bring these unspoken issues onto the stage and make toilets a mainstream subject," he said.

"In the past, there were women's liberation, leprosy, AIDS, the sexual revolution -- all these are taboos that have been broken. The toilet problem is probably the last one," he said.

The World Toilet Organisation, which promotes itself as a global body for co-ordinating and promoting sanitation issues, said Beijing had been chosen to host the summit to highlight its efforts in transforming its lavatories.

"They have done so much to spruce up the toilets in Beijing," he said.

"I think we could showcase that with political will, any city can transform from not-so-good to very good."

Yu Changjiang, director general of the Beijing Tourism Bureau, said China had not paid enough attention to improving toilets in the past decades but was now focusing energy on overhauling them.

He said the focus was on building more energy-saving and non-polluting toilets.

Beijing has invested more than 240 million yuan (29 million dollars) since 2001 on upgrading and building more than 700 new public toilets to prepare for the 2008 Olympic Games.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC News

Toilets 'a forgotten human right'

Hygiene experts warn that the long-held silence over the taboo subject of toilets is taking its toll on global health and holding back developing countries.

About 400 delegates, including town planners, environment and hygiene experts and toilet designers from around the world have gathered in Beijing for the fourth World Toilet Summit.

According to the United Nations Environment Program, more than 2 billion people globally do not have access to any latrines.

The conference's organiser, Jack Sim, says toilets are a forgotten human right and the silence over the issue needs to be broken.

"The entire toilet movement is taking on the world," he said.

"People are saying 'we want good toilets' because a toilet is a basic human right and this basic human right has been neglected."

Mr Sim says toilet hygiene is very much a public health issue.

"For example if the toilet is dirty or smelly, you tend to suppress urination," he said. "And by suppressing urination over a period of time you have incontinence problems, you have bladder inflammation, you have urinal tract infection and you could have also kidney diseases."

The WTO says people feel like they are living in a civilised society if the toilets are clean.

"Toilets need not be dirty," he said. "Toilets can be an enjoyable place and it should be because we visit it about six times a day and spend about three years of our entire life in the toilet. So we should enjoy it."

The host country, China, is known for its smelly and filthy toilets but has been trying to clean up its loos.

In recent years, hundreds of improved toilets have been built or renovated in Beijing. Today at the conference authorities were trumpeting their efforts.

With China hosting the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, Mr Sim believes such efforts are very timely.

"When people come to see the Olympics they need first of all a good toilet," he said.

"And the bigger effect is when they go back, when they go back home their friends will ask them, 'I thought the toilets there are terrible'. And they will say, 'No you're wrong. Nowadays it's fantastic.'

"And that will increase a lot of tourism coming into Beijing."

Friday, incidentally, is World Toilet Day.

-ABC/AFP/BBC

_________________________________________________________________________________________

US Today

World toilet summit begins in China

BEIJING (AP) — Laugh all you want, say public hygiene experts at the World Toilet Summit, but the importance of having loos you can use is no joke. 
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	The three-day summit in Beijing is expected to attract 150 academics, sanitation experts, toilet designers and environmentalists from 19 countries.
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	By Ng Han Guan, AP
	


The three-day event, which began Wednesday in Beijing, is an international commode conference with a mission: the globalization of presentable latrines. 

"People are saying 'We want good toilets!' because toilets are a basic human right and that basic human right has been neglected," said Jack Sim, founder of the World Toilet Organization, a co-sponsor of the summit. "The world deserves better toilets." 

Some 150 scholars, toilet designers and environmentalists from 19 countries gathered to exchange ideas on topics such as the latest toilet technologies, lavatory management tips and the relationship between toilets and tourism development. 

With a packed schedule of slide shows, lectures and question-and-answer sessions, there was very little room for potty humor. 

"You can laugh at it for a short time," said Sim, whose group is based in the hyper-clean island nation of Singapore. "But after a few seconds, you should start to pay serious attention to the subject because you have been ignoring the toilet subject for too long and it's doing something to your body, to your life quality, to your social graciousness." 

The convention is in its fourth year, with Singapore, Seoul and Taipei as previous hosts. Participants this year came from countries as far flung as Finland, Japan and the United States. 

China, known for its fetid public toilets that often are little more than open trenches, is eager to show off its advances in preparing for the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

Delegates to the conference are to be taken on a tour of new and renovated public toilets around the Chinese capital. 

Photos of showcase lavatories were also displayed at the conference, from a ladybug-shaped one in a public garden to another modeled after a grass hut in a wildlife park. Facilities with baby-changing stations, wheelchair ramps and gleaming white ceramic urinals were also featured. 

"New public toilets are an important symbol to demonstrate the development of the city," said Liang Guangsheng, deputy director of Beijing's Municipal Administrative Committee. 

In the past three years, Beijing has spent 238 million yuan (US$29 million, euro 23 million) on building or renovating 747 restrooms at tourist spots, according to the city government. 

"The toilets are sanitary, convenient and private," Yu Changjiang, director general of the city's tourism bureau said. The city also aims to make them suitable for users of all ages, for the disabled, and energy and water-efficient. 

"People settle for good food, good clothes and good living conditions without paying enough attention to the toilet," Yu said. "Toilet issues are a very important symbol of people's quality of life." 

The city has come up with a rating system of one to four stars for its public wash rooms, reportedly based on such criteria as granite floors, remote-sensor flushes, automatic hand-driers and piped-in music. 

The capital now has 88 four-star lavatories, 161 that qualify for three stars, 312 for two and 110 for one. Countless others, are perhaps best not mentioned. 

Maintenance is as important as construction, said Simon Tay, one of the speakers at the summit. 

"It's something that China needs to think about," said Tay, chairman of Singapore's National Environment Agency, a government organization. "I hate the word luxury toilet because really good toilets should be an everyday common thing. It doesn't have to look like the Shangri-La toilet ... in order for it to be something that we can be proud of." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Socialist Worker

Can we stop global warming?

Climate change is a growing threat to our survival. Andrew Stone argues that the solution is not a world away, but another world

NEW LABOUR has discovered an ingenious method for dealing with climate change—increasing the amount of greenhouse gases Britain can produce. 

By a happy coincidence, this is exactly what big business was lobbying for. The only minor drawback with this approach is that our environment will continue to go to hell in a handcart. 

To see why, we don’t need a crystal ball—just a sober assessment of the damage already taking place. In the 20th century, the earth’s average surface temperature rose by 0.6 degrees centigrade.

Not overly worrying, you might think. But the climate is a delicate thing. According to the United Nations Environment Programme, that seemingly small rise meant that the number of people affected by climate disasters went from 740 million in the 1970s to two billion in the 1990s. 

Such threats are many and diverse. They include more flooding and landslides as sea levels rise. The increase in heat-related deaths, such as the estimated 35,000 people killed in Europe during last summer’s heatwave, is another example.

But a hotter world is also a more unpredictable world. A world with more energy pinging around our climate like a manic pinball machine. A world where long established weather patterns are disrupted, and the social systems built around them are thrown into chaos.

So in the Sahel region of Africa average rainfall has fallen by a quarter in the last 30 years. The Tuareg people in Niger, whose society has been nomadic for millennia, have been forced to establish “fixation points” in order to survive.

And regions dependent on the monsoon for paddy cultivation are living in fear that our brave new world will send the rains elsewhere.

Other parts of the world have suffered from a supercharged El Nino cycle, which powered devastating hurricanes in the Americas. 

More heat will also mean the spread of water-borne diseases such as malaria. Diarrhoea, which kills nearly two million children per year already, will become even more devastating. This is just a taste of what we can expect in the coming years. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) predicts a temperature rise of 5.8 degrees centigrade in the next century if we take a “business as usual” approach.

There was a similarly rapid climate shift of 6 degrees centigrade some 250 million years ago. It’s known as the Permian Extinction. Between 90 and 95 percent of the earth’s species were wiped out.

Then volcanoes were the major cause. This time round industry’s tendency to burn fossil fuels such as oil, coal and gas is the culprit. Atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, are a third above pre-industrial amounts and rising fast.

A generation after discovering this peril, our governments are still putting short term profit over the future of life on earth. In 1992 they finally decided that something needed to be done. 

Five years later they launched the Kyoto treaty, which said what they would do, which wasn’t very much. This year, after seven years of haggling, Russia put pen to paper and Kyoto came into force.

Kyoto committed the industrialised countries to an average 5.2 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from 1990 levels by the end of this decade. 

This compares to the 60-80 percent reduction that the IPCC reckons is necessary by 2050. This would prevent a rise of over 2 degrees centigrade. 

“Sure, it’s not enough,” our governments admitted. “But be pragmatic,” they said. “We’ll get the principle accepted and move on from there.”

Infamously the US—responsible for more than a quarter of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions—never accepted the principle. 

Republican and Democratic senators alike lined up to condemn it long before George W Bush entered the White House. The US now produces 15 percent more carbon dioxide than in 1990.

But the signatories have done little better. Britain’s emissions are creeping up, and only four countries in the EU are on track to achieve their modest targets. 

Japan, rather than reduce its emissions by the required 6 percent, has allowed them to rise by 11 percent. India’s emissions are thought to have increased by half.

What can explain such criminal negligence? Capitalism, in short. If that sounds crude, consider how many industries have a stake in the status quo.

How many produce waste they don’t want to pay for, who use oil because it’s cheapest, who transport goods halfway around the world to find the most lucrative market?

Consider the fact that petrol-derived plastics are everywhere. Think about how difficult it is to get a car, a CD or a computer repaired. Repairs just aren’t as profitable as replacements. Not unless you value the planet’s future above the bottom line.

So we have a fight on our hands. The problem is not our politicians’ ignorance. The science is well known and well proven. The problem is the treadmill of capitalist production. This is a treadmill they daren’t get off.

So we will need to force their hands. We will need to propose some radical alternatives and fight to get them implemented. Here are a few personal suggestions for steps that need to be taken.

  Take the power generators back into public ownership. They have made obscene profits since they were privatised by the Tories. Meanwhile they continue to use the very fossil fuels that are driving us towards destruction. 

We pay for this through our bills, but also through our taxes. Global fossil fuel subsidies are about $235 billion per year. Renewable energy—such as wind, wave, tidal and solar power—receives a shameful 7 percent of energy research. 

Yet Britain has the greatest potential for wind farms in the European Union and wave power intensity around our coasts is among the highest in the world.

Currently renewable energy only accounts for 3 percent of Britain’s electricity generation. Nationalisation could enable a rapid escalation of research into renewables using funds currently grabbed by the fossil fuel industry. 

  Invest in council housing. The lack of affordable local housing is relentlessly increasing the time people spend commuting to work (the average Londoner spends almost two hours per day). 

Widely available council housing, much of which could be renovated from existing stock or from vacant private property, could drastically reduce this problem. 

Insulation, as well as solar panels and where appropriate small wind turbines, could be installed using the billions of pounds currently spent to prop up the nuclear industry (in 2002 this amounted to some £7 billion). 

Free energy saving light bulbs could be provided, and appliances checked and upgraded for energy efficiency. This could create thousands of skilled jobs.

This could be part of much greater planning in society to provide schools, jobs and housing locally to prevent wasteful car journeys.

  Transform public transport. Transferring freight back to rail and canals would be a good start. Providing reliable and safe public transport—controlled by transport workers and passengers rather than corporate fat controllers—would greatly reduce the need for cars, which are significantly more polluting. 

  Cut air travel. Air travel is the fastest growing source of greenhouse gas emissions. It is also ignored by the Kyoto treaty. Our taxes subsidise the industry to the tune of roughly £6 billion through tax breaks.

Much of this travel is businessmen and women jetting around the world to meetings. 

The air industry should be forced to pay tax on jet fuel and to make all possible energy efficiencies. Its profits should be subject to a further green tax.

  Regulate big business. The government should demand strict targets for sustainable production and energy use. Companies should pay a levy on waste that forces them to make products suitable for repair and recycling.

Companies should be forced to introduce technologies to reduce pollution.

In agriculture, drastic reductions in chemical fertilisers are needed: they produce nitrous oxide, a greenhouse gas 200 times more potent than carbon dioxide. Trade policy should embargo all products derived from unsustainable deforestation and logging, the cause of 20 percent of greenhouse gases.

All of these proposals challenge the neo-liberal dogma so dear to the heart of New Labour. They focus on what we can do in Britain, but they will need the grassroots internationalism of the anti-war movement to be effective. 

None are in and of themselves revolutionary, but then neither is the fight for decent pay and conditions. But involving people in such campaigns is the vital starting point for the discussion about how we create a radically different world. Climate change means we have no time to lose.

If you would like to make some suggestions about what steps could be taken to stop climate change please e-mail us at comment@socialistworker.co.uk or write to 

PO Box 82, London E3 3LH.

The following should be read alongside this article: 
» ‘Nature will take its revenge on us’
________________________________________________________________________________________

Maldives Info

The ABC, Asian Brown Clouds, Post Monsoon Experiments come to an end


The ABC, Asian Brown Clouds, Post Monsoon Experiments come to an end, the operations of which, carried out at the Climate Observatory in South Thiladhummathi Hanimaadhoo.

The ABC, Asian Brown Clouds, Post Monsoon Experiments have come to an end, the operations of which, were carried out at the Climate Observatory in South Thiladhummathi Hanimaadhoo.

According to he Ministry of Environment and Construction, the experiment included collecting data using the Dornier flight, which was installed with experimental equipment. The experiment began on October 1st and ended last Monday. The period was chosen because this is usually the time when there is a change in the climate and because of the clarity of information received using substance emitted into the atmosphere.

A long-term research to be conducted after the experiment has now begun at the Climate Observatory. 15 scientists from Europe, the United States and Asia are involved in the research. This is a joint project between the United Nations Environment Programme UNEP, the Centre for Clouds Chemistry and Climate of the University of California and the Ministry of Environment and Construction. With the official opening of the Hanimaadhoo Climat Observatory, it will become the best aerosol chemistry lab and the most technologically advanced observatory in Asia. This will also be the super site of the climate observatories in Asia. During his Presidential Address this year, the President has said that scientific research on the Asian Brown Cloud, which appears over the Maldives during the north-east monsoon, will begin this year.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Port Vila Presse

Aelan bags - an alternative to cancer-causing pollutants

As part of a United Nations Environment Programme, a project into Dioxin and Furan sources in Vanuatu, it was found that a common source of these toxic, cancer-causing pollutants was the burning of plastic bags in fires.

In some homes in Port Vila, people also use plastic bags to start their fires as they are fed up with all the bags that litter their yards. They see burning plastic bags as a good way of disposing of the bags.

To reduce dioxin and furan emissions in Vanuatu, we need to reduce the burning of plastics.

To do this we need to reduce the number of bags littering the country.

To reduce the number of plastic bags, we need to encourage:

—re-using of old plastic bags

—the use of cheap alternatives to plastic bags.

A cheap alternative is the Aelan Bag. The Aelan bag is adapted from the Caribbean market bag, which is usually made of used sugar or rice sacks (the Dioxin and Furan consultant has many ties to the Caribbean!).

In Vanuatu, there are lots of empty flour sacks. The consultant decided to use the sacks and recycle them into strong large shopping bags. Local ladies with sewing machines were employed to sew up the bags. The slogan “USUM BAGEGEN” is an adaptation of the Bislama words for “recycle” “usum bakegen”.

Wilco Hardware donated the paint for the slogan.

The Aelan Bag project was started by the consultant, Carol Quasie, using her own money plus small donations from environmentally concerned friends.

Once the first lot of bags were sold and raw materials paid for, the project has proved to be sustainable. However, a guaranteed supply of used flour sacks is a problem.

After talking to Rotary Port Vila about the Aelan Bag project, Rotary provided a donation to buy 1000 flour bags. With this money, the project has a very good foundation.

Presently, if you want to buy a bag, they are 100vt each.
—50vt goes to Mama/lady who makes each bag.
—25vt for raw materials,
—25vt will go to the Environmental Trust Fund, part of the Tagabe River Management Committee.

 ________________________________________________________________________________________
The Independent (UK)

Security Council makes Sudan priority at Nairobi summit

By Meera Selva

18 November 2004

The United Nations Security Council will meet in Nairobi today, to discuss how to bring peace to areas of Africa riven by conflict.

Top of the agenda is Sudan, where the international community is struggling to deal with Africa's longest-running civil war in the south, and one of the newest conflicts in the western region of Darfur.

During the two days of meetings in the Kenyan capital, the UN will put pressure on Sudan to implement a peace agreement that will bring an end to the 21-year civil war between government and rebel forces in the south of the country. The Security Council is expected to promise to release at least $100m (£53m) in aid money to the people of south Sudan if both sides can agree on finalising a peace deal signed in May.

Peace in southern Sudan is vital for the security of east Africa. The UN hopes a permanent peace deal will defuse tension in Darfur, and will also bring peace to northern Uganda - which has been caught up in south Sudan's war. In total five million displaced people would be able to move out of refugee camps and back to their homes if a deal was brokered. The UN will also debate whether to send its own peacekeepers to Darfur, where the Sudanese government is engaged in another war against its own people. Britain would be likely to contribute troops to the mission.

The Security Council decided to move away from its usual New York meeting place for only the fourth time in its history, to show how serious it is about ending the conflicts in and around Sudan. So far, the council has been divided on how tough to be with the Sudanese government: China, Russia, Pakistan and Algeria want to avoid focusing on Darfur, while the US and Britain want that conflict to take centre stage. Humanitarian organisations say the UN must make more than a "token" response this time, they must take decisive action to retain its credibility. "The response to the crisis in Darfur has been characterised by internal wrangling, months of delays and half-hearted action," said Caroline Nursey, Oxfam's regional director.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

	UN Security Council given failing grade on African conflicts in 2004

17 Nov 2004 12:22:00 GMT

Source: NGO latest
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Oxfam GB - UK
The UN Security Council has failed so far this year to respond adequately to conflicts in Africa, states a new report card released by international agency Oxfam today. Oxfam is urging the Council to put this record behind them as they meet in Nairobi tomorrow and Friday, and undertake a mission to the Great Lakes next week. 

The report, released ahead of the Council’s historic meeting in Nairobi, ranks the UN body poorly on its efforts to help push for peace and protect civilians in forgotten and deadly conflicts in neighbouring DRC and Northern Uganda, as well as in Sudan. 

“As the eyes of the world are on the Council’s unique meeting in Nairobi and trip to the Great Lakes region, now is the time to address forgotten African conflicts that have claimed millions of lives,” said Oxfam’s Regional Director Caroline Nursey. 

“We urge the Council to turn words into concrete actions to stop the ongoing violence and address the humanitarian crisis in Darfur. They must also, together with the African Union, take early action in response to new crises before they spiral out of control.” said Nursey. 

Oxfam focused particularly on the Security Council’s failure in Northern Uganda. A war has raged here for a generation, claiming thousands of lives and causing 1.6 million to flee their homes. 

“The Security Council has left the situation in Northern Uganda to fester for two deadly decades, said Caroline Nursey. “It has largely ignored the situation and has never passed a resolution addressing the crisis. This appalling negligence has resulted in lives lost.” 

As Council members discuss a resolution on Sudan and meet the African Union and the Inter-governmental Authority on Development, the meeting in Nairobi gives them an opportunity to come a step closer to seeing the impact of their decisions on the conflicts they seek to solve. 

“The response to the crisis in Darfur has been characterized by internal wrangling, months of delays and half-hearted action. In contrast the Council’s response in Cote d’Ivoire shows that they are capable of acting swiftly when they want to,” said Oxfam’s Nursey. 

“African people will be looking to the Security Council’s visit to be more than just a token - the UN must deliver real action to deal with Africa’s conflicts.” said Nursey. 

ENDS Contacts: Gemma Swart – in Nairobi – + 254 733 632 810 Brendan Cox – in Nairobi – + 44 7818 40 60 38 Caroline Green – in New York - + 1 202 321 7858 
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Coalition Calls for UN Sanctions Against African Countries Using Child Soldiers

By Josiah Obat

Nairobi

17 November 2004

A coalition fighting the use of children as soldiers is calling on the U.N. Security Council to impose sanctions against African countries that continue to use child soldiers. 

Child soldiers in Rwanda

In a report detailing the global use of children as soldiers, the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers says many children in Rwanda, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, and Uganda are engaged in war.

"It is estimated that there are approximately 30,000 children who are involved and active with the armed groups," said Tony Tate, a researcher for Human Rights Watch in the Democratic Republic of Congo. "These include boys and girls as young as nine  and 10 years old serving as fighters, porters, domestics, cooks and, in the case of girls, sexual slaves to commanding officers."

Mr. Tate says although the government of President Joseph Kabila has reprimanded its field commanders against recruiting children into units fighting rebels in the eastern part of the country, the practice is still rampant.

Child soldiers in Liberia

The report, that was compiled by organizations including Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and World Vision, shows that more than 100,000 children have been recruited and used as soldiers in Africa between 2001 and 2004.  Of this number half were in the Great Lakes region where regional conflict involving at least seven countries peaked in 2003.

The global report also lists Uganda's government and the rebel Lord's Resistance Army as abusers.

"The Lord's Resistance Army involvement also includes forcing children to kill," said Geoffrey Oyat, program manager with Save the Children Fund in Uganda. "Once abducted the children are systematically taken through a system of orchestrated events, which change them from victim to perpetrators because they begin to believe that the only place they have is with the Lord's Resistance Army."

The Uganda government denies the charges it uses child soldiers in its fight against the rebel's.

Mr. Oyat, of Save the Children in Uganda, says although the government tries to distance itself from local defense units notorious for recruiting child soldiers, it is directly involved.

"The truth of the matter is the local defense units are armed, deployed and commanded by the government forces.  It is therefore the government's duty to see to it that children are not in the ranks of this category," he said.

The coalition is calling on the U.N. Security Council, which meets Thursday and Friday in Nairobi, to impose sanctions on the countries that continue to use child soldiers.

Henri Nzeyimana of the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers read the recommendations.  "We ask the U.N. Security Council to refer them to the International Criminal Court for prosecution," he said.  "The U.N. Security Council and the African Union should also consider applying targeted sanctions to those parties and governments who continue to flout obligations applicable to them.  There can be restrictions on travel, bans on arms trade, military training and assistance, exclusion from governance, and all forms of immunity."

The coalition will not participate in the two-day U.N. Security Council meeting, but says it decided to co-launch the report in London and Nairobi to lobby participants to press their case.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre
Security Council members to visit Central Africa in bid to consolidate peace
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	Amb. De La Sablière of France


15 November 2004 – Security Council members will head for the troubled Great Lakes region of Africa later this week to show global support for national peace efforts, the leader of the mission said today.

"We're going to say that the international community is there to help," French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière told a press briefing in New York.

Representatives of all 15 countries serving on the Security Council will travel to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda from 20 to 25 November. Their trip will follow on a visit to Nairobi on 18 and 19 November.

Ambassador de la Sablière said the Central Africa meetings would provide an opportunity to emphasize that all factions are responsible for achieving peace. The UN "is there to help, but it cannot replace the parties; it is up to the parties involved to achieve reconciliation and dialogue."

Council members would also encourage the four Central African States to foster dialogue and cooperation with each other. "There has to be in this region, among all the countries, a confidence which has been lacking in the past," the Ambassador said.

The Security Council will be "emphasizing its priorities, which are the priorities decided on by the parties involved: namely the need to make progress," Mr. de la Sablière stressed.

"We have to maintain this dynamism because we know that there will be obstacles," he said.

In related news, the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region is set to begin a two-day ministerial meeting in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, tomorrow.

The gathering is being convened to prepare for a summit to be held on 19 and 20 November, also in the Tanzanian capital.

The International Conference was proposed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who is scheduled to depart for Africa early this week to attend the Dar-Es-Salaam meeting, as well as official events in Burkina Faso, Egypt and Kenya.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Sudan conflict under UN spotlight 
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The government has failed to rein in the Janjaweed men in Darfur


The UN Security Council has begun talks on the continuing crisis in Sudan at a rare meeting being held away from its headquarters in New York. 
The two-day gathering in the Kenyan capital Nairobi will deal with the peace process in southern Sudan and the conflict in the troubled Darfur region. 
Aid agencies and human rights groups are urging tough sanctions to halt the violence in Darfur. 
Talks to end the long-running civil war in the south began two years ago. 
The Security Council is meeting outside New York for the first time in 14 years. 
Optimism 
Ambassadors from the Security Council are trying to revive the stalled peace process aimed at ending the 21-year war between the Sudanese government and rebels in southern Sudan. 
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Former enemies seemed to be close to signing a final deal


On Tuesday, US President George W Bush telephoned Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir and southern rebel leader John Garang to lend his support to the peace process. 
The US ambassador to the UN, John Danforth said he would not use the word "optimistic" about the peace process in Sudan, but felt it was very important for the council to come to Nairobi and show that they were doing all they could. 
A few months ago, it appeared the government and the rebels in the south were close to an agreement on a power-sharing government. 
However, since then both the international community and Khartoum have turned their attention to the crisis in the western region of Darfur, where pro-government militias have attacked villages, leaving thousands dead. 
Darfur pressure 
The BBC's UN correspondent Susannah Price says diplomats remain divided about how any resolution should refer to Darfur, with members such as China reluctant to put too much pressure on Khartoum. 
She says the council wants to secure a unanimously-agreed resolution when it comes to the vote on Friday to ensure it sends the strongest possible signal to all parties involved in conflicts in Sudan. 
	[image: image11.png]



	DARFUR VIOLENCE 
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An Arab-looking man, in a uniform with military insignia, stopped his car next to me. He grabbed my son from me and threw him into a fire 

Kalima, Kidinyir villager 

Rape survivor's account 
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Q&A: Darfur crisis 


The council has already passed two resolutions threatening to impose sanctions on Sudan's government if it does not disarm the militias in Darfur. 
But aid agencies and human rights groups say they have had no effect in calming the violence. 
On Tuesday, Amnesty International warned that uncontrolled arms exports were fuelling abuses in Darfur. 
The human rights group has called for the Security Council to impose a strict arms embargo on Sudan. 
This week, the BBC broadcast evidence of mass killings in Darfur, where more than 1.5 million people have been displaced. 
_________________________________________________________

The Scotsman

November 17, 2004, Wednesday

HEADLINE: OTTER BUCKS TREND AS 3,000 SPECIES JOIN DANGER LIST ON DYING PLANET

BYLINE: James Reynolds Environment Correspondent

BODY:
MORE than 15,500 plant and animal species across the world are now threatened with extinction, an increase of 3,000-plus since last year, according to one of the world's leading conservation organisations.

Almost half the species of freshwater turtles are threatened, as are one in three amphibian species, one in eight bird species and one in four mammal species, the new "Red List of Threatened Species" reveals. The list is published by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), more commonly known as the World Conservation Union.

From the most impressive predators, such as sharks, to miniscule frogs, the list shows that the world's biodiversity is shrinking at an unprecedented rate. 

Among the latest list's observations are the extinction of the Hawaiian crow, which now only exists in captivity, the move from near-threatened to critically-endangered of the Balearic shearwater and the giant Hispaniolan galliwasp lizard, and the outright extinction of the St Helena olive. Almost all species of tortoises and freshwater turtles in east and South-east Asia are in serious decline, and even though only 373 out of a total of around 1,100 species of sharks, skates and rays have been assessed, 18 per cent are already listed as threatened.

On a more positive note, there have been some improvements, such as a rise in population of the European otter, which is native to Scotland. It has been downgraded from the near threatened category to vulnerable, as has the corncrake.

The Red List states: "There are indications of otter population recovery in western Europe and viable populations occur in the former USSR.

"However, there is still a lack of information from large parts of the range, past declines (and even local extinctions) and the sensitivity of the species to sudden changes in threats means conservation efforts are still necessary to help further recovery and prevent the species slipping back into the threatened categories."

David Brackett, chairman of the IUCN's species survival commission, said: "Governments are starting to realise the value of biodiversity and the critical role it plays in their peoples' well-being. Species provide food, medicine, fuel and building materials. They help filter water, decompose waste, generate soil and pollinate crops. Recognition of this is growing, but governments need to mobilise far more resources and the private sector also needs to play a central role by actively promoting and pursuing the sustainable use of the world's natural resources."

A possible reason for this year's dramatic rise in species listed as at risk of dying out is that, since the release of the 2003 list, more than 15,633 new species have been assessed and 3,579 species reassessed. There are now 7,266 threatened animal species and 8,323 threatened plant and lichen species.

A total of 784 plant and animal species are now recorded as extinct with a further 60 known only in cultivation or captivity.

Craig Hilton Taylor, the IUCN's Red List programme officer, said: "Although 15,589 species are known to be threatened with extinction, this greatly underestimates the true number, as only a fraction of known species have been assessed. There is still much to be discovered about key species-rich habitats, such as tropical forests, marine or freshwater systems or particular groups such as invertebrates, plants and fungi, which make up the majority of biodiversity."

Human activity is the primary reason for most species' declines. Habitat destruction and degradation are the leading threats but other pressures include over-exploitation for food, pets and medicine, introduced species pushing out natives, pollution and disease. Climate change is also increasingly recognised as a major negative influence.

Achim Steiner, the director general of the IUCN, said: "We can continue to assess and bemoan the loss of the world's biodiversity, or we can act. We must refocus and rethink the way in which society must respond to this global threat. While most threats to biodiversity are human driven, human actions alone can prevent many species from becoming extinct. There are many examples of species coming back from the brink, including the southern white rhino and black-footed ferret, and thousands of dedicated people around the world are doing their utmost to reverse the extinction rate.

"But this cannot continue to be the task of the environmental community alone. Governments and businesses must commit to these activities."

Created in 1948, the IUCN is a partnership of 77 states, 114 government agencies, more than 800 non-governmental organisations and 10,000 experts from 181 countries. It is the world's largest environmental knowledge network and has helped 75 countries prepare and implement conservation and biodiversity strategies.

Halting the growing extinction crisis is at the top of the agenda for the 1,000-plus organisations attending the World Conservation Congress, which begins in Bangkok today.

There are nine categories in the Red List system: extinct, extinct in the wild, critically endangered, endangered, vulnerable, near threatened, least concern, data deficient and not evaluated. In addition to the Red List, the IUCN has also published its Global Species Assessment, which it does every four years.

The 2004 assessment shows that threatened species are often concentrated in densely populated areas, particularly in much of Asia and parts of Africa. A major conservation challenge is therefore to reconcile the demands of large numbers of people with the protection of the biodiversity on which many livelihoods depend.

Most threatened birds, mammals and amphibians live on the tropical continents - Central and South America, Africa south of the Sahara, and tropical South Asia and South-east Asia. These regions contain the tropical broadleaf forests that are believed to harbour most of the earth's living terrestrial and freshwater species.
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The Daily Telegraph (London)

7 November 2004

HEADLINE: Earth 'heading towards another mass extinction'

BYLINE: By Sebastien Berger in Bangkok

BODY:
THE Earth is losing species at a rate comparable to the mass extinction of the dinosaurs, environmentalists warn today.

The World Conservation Union's annual Red List of endangered species, released at its conference in Bangkok, lists five species that have been added to the "extinct" category.

Nearly 16,000 species are listed as being threatened with disappearing, with more than 200 of them already described as "possibly extinct", and almost 3,000 as "critically endangered".

The list, compiled by a worldwide network of 8,000 scientists, is regarded as the most authoritative statement of the planet's biodiversity and guides environmental policy around the world. 

Officials of the World Conservation Union (IUCN), which brings together governments, scientists, activists and the private sector in the world's biggest environmental umbrella organisation, said extinctions were happening up to 1,000 times faster than the natural "background" rate.

There have been five mass extinctions in the history of the Earth, one of which saw the end of the dinosaurs and the rise of the mammals. Chris Hilton-Taylor, the Red List programme officer, said: "The rate of loss of biodiversity is getting worse. We are facing the sixth extinction."

The five newly lost species include the St Helena olive, a tree native to the British Atlantic island, the last surviving specimen of which died in December after attempts to breed from it failed.

Others include the golden toad, which lived on a mountain ridge in Costa Rica. The last example was seen 15 years ago.

The same time frame applies to the Hawaiian thrush, eliminated by destruction of its forest habitat, diseases carried by introduced mosquitoes, and competition from other non-native species. Another species native to the American Pacific islands, the Hawaiian crow, was listed as extinct in the wild.

A Malagasy freshwater fish known only by its Latin name, Pantanodon madagascariensis, disappeared after its swamp habitat was converted into rice fields, and a Brazilian amphibian, Phrynomedusa fimbriata, has not been seen since it was discovered 80 years ago.

But two species previously believed to be extinct, the New Zealand storm petrel and the Miller Lake lamprey, an American fish intentionally eliminated from its Oregon home to stop it eating trout fingerlings, were recategorised after new specimens were discovered.

Simon Stuart, the IUCN's senior adviser on biodiversity assessment, said the extinctions were not simply the result of Darwinian natural selection. "What's happening now is extraordinary, more than anything seen in the fossil record, and it is affecting many more groups."

He added that extinctions were underestimated because of the difficulty and expense of establishing that a species had vanished.

According to the IUCN, human activity is, directly or indirectly, responsible for most extinctions, by destroying or degrading habitats, over-exploiting species and introducing new ones, and because of climate change.

Mr Stuart said: "Extinctions taking place for climatic change reasons and new emerging diseases are warnings of much more dangerous things happening in the biosphere which will affect us and affect the productive economic systems we all live off."

If no measures were taken to address the issue, he added, "we are going to find much more scary things happening in terms of the liveability of the planet and then we will wish we had taken the warnings other species had given us".

The report contains several examples of conservation measures taken by humans that have improved species' status, including the European otter, which has been removed from the "vulnerable" category.

John Jackson, the chairman of Conservation Force, which campaigns for the sustainable use of wildlife, said: "We have to see man in a positive light and come up with systems of sustainable use which make animals valuable to people and give them an incentive to preserve them."
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BBC
Climate change sceptics 'wrong' 
A major argument used by sceptics of global warming is flawed, a UK Met Office study in Nature magazine says. 
This argument maintains that much recorded climate data is inherently unreliable because of where weather instruments are situated. 
Most are in or near cities, which produce their own heat; so the rapid warming measured over the last century could be just a record of urbanisation. 
The Met Office believes its study shows this "urban heat island" idea is wrong. 
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I'm not sure David Parker has succeeded, but we admire his ingenuity 

Dr Fred Singer, Science and Environmental Policy Project 


The analysis has been done by Dr David Parker. He used data for the last 50 years to create two separate graphs. One plots temperatures observed on calm nights, the other on windy nights. 
If the urban heat island hypothesis is correct, he says, instruments should have recorded a bigger temperature rise for calm nights than for windy ones - because wind blows excess heat away from cities and away from the measuring instruments. 
Opposing sides 
But there is no difference between the curves. "It helps to answer the critics," Dr Parker told BBC News. 
"There are other kinds of temperature measurements, too, which could not be influenced by urbanisation, such as warming in the oceans. 
"Different methods of measurement can produce different rates of warming but they all point upwards." 
Myles Allen, from the atmospheric physics department at Oxford University, agrees: "It's pretty convincing," he said. 
"It's a sensible analysis which tests a prediction of the sceptical theory; and if it's right, we should see a greater effect on calm nights. 
"But you should never overestimate the ingenuity of the sceptics to come up with a counter-argument." 
One of the most prominent scientifically grounded sceptics is Fred Singer, president of the Science and Environmental Policy Project in Arlington, Virginia, US. 
"Many people have tried to correct for the urban heat island effect," he told BBC News. 
"I'm not sure David Parker has succeeded, but we admire his ingenuity." 
Selective data 
Dr Singer said that many weather stations in apparently rural settings might experience a certain amount of heating from nearby settlements or even roads. 
"The only true rural records are proxy records, such as the ones from tree rings," he argued. 
Other types of proxy records - where natural processes are examined to provide a an indication of past climate - include stalactites, fossil beds, ice cores, ocean sediments and glacial deposits. 
The sceptics accuse the "warmers" of being selective in their use of these proxies to show that recent trends go beyond what would be expected from natural variation. 
A separate research paper, also published in this week's Nature, has found a different kind of proxy - but definitely of human origin. 
A French team, led by Dr Pascal Yiou, from the Climate and Environments Laboratory in Gif-sur-Yvette, examined parish records of grape-harvest dates in Burgundy going back to 1370. 
"Grape harvest dates, which are closely related to temperature... may provide one of the longest uninterrupted series of regional temperature anomalies," the writes in the journal. 
Warmer periods 
The study focussed on the Pinot Noir grape; and shows that in Burgundy, temperatures in the 1990s, although higher than average, were not that unusual - some years in the 1400s and 1500s had been warmer. 
"This takes us back about as far as the comprehensive tree-ring records," commented Myles Allen, "and the nice thing is, there's an absolute record of what happened in which year. 
"The obvious problem would be if there were changes in agricultural practice, or if the Pinot Noir grape had changed significantly over time." 
Dr Yiou believes things have not changed: "The farming practices are the same; they still don't use any chemicals or anything like that," he told BBC News. 
"Also, we compared our temperature records from the grapes with tree-ring data from nearby places, and they showed the same pattern." 
The one year which stands out as being exceptionally warm is 2003 - the year of the French heatwave which claimed thousands of lives. 
"It confirms 2003 was an unprecedented year in France," said Myles Allen. 
"But this only tells us about one region of France; somewhere in the world, extreme temperatures happen every year." 
Dr Yiou now plans to expand his studies to Bordeaux and Italy, where there are similar records. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Science counts species on brink 

	


The Red List is a snapshot of global biodiversity
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In pictures



The scale of the extinction threat facing animals and plants is made clear in the latest Red List from the IUCN-The World Conservation Union. 
The leading environmental information network says 15,589 species are now known to be in a perilous position. 
Science has understood for some years that an eighth of all birds and a quarter of all mammals are in jeopardy. 
But the latest Red List shows a third of amphibians and almost 50% of turtles and tortoises are on the brink, too. 
The IUCN, which can call on the expertise of some 10,000 scientists across the globe, believes the threat facing global biodiversity is escalating. 
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	IUCN'S DISAPPEARING WORLD 

15,589 species now known to be threatened with extinction 

1.9m species described out of an estimated 5m-plus 

844 extinctions recorded by science since AD 1500 

Current extinction rate may be 100-1,000 times natural rate 

129 recorded bird extinctions; 103 occurred since 1800 

Threatened animal species up from 5,205 to 7,266 since 1996 


It lists the 15,589 species - 7,266 animals and 8,323 plants and lichens - as either Critically Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable. It is an increase of more than 3,000. 
"The fact that we know more makes the situation look worse, of course, because we can list more and more species in trouble. But that isn't why the trend is accelerating - it is a real phenomenon," Dr Simon Stuart, who has authored a Global Species Assessment (GSA) to accompany the Red List, told BBC News. 
The GSA shows trends in biodiversity over four years since the last major analysis was done in 2000. It highlights in particular the trouble now facing amphibians and cycads, an ancient group of plants. 
"A lot of cycads are valuable in the horticultural trade; people want to collect them. Many have small distributions anyway, so economic [exploitation] and habitat loss is the last straw. Some are down to one individual." 
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	EARTH'S OLDEST SEED PLANTS 

[image: image21.jpg]



[image: image22.png]



Cycads in sharp decline 


Over-exploitation and habitat loss are pressures working against many species - but so is the competition from introduced (or alien) animals and plants. Human-induced climate change is thought to be an increasingly significant problem, too. 
The GSA includes the first complete assessment of amphibians that was reported in the journal Science last month. These creatures (which include frogs, toads, salamanders and caecilians, or legless amphibians) are the most threatened of all vertebrate groups. They also have more species on the verge of extinction. 
In total, 21% of amphibians are Critically Endangered or Endangered, whereas the proportions for mammals and birds are only 10% and 5% respectively. 
The Red List is only a partial picture of the world's biodiversity. 
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	IUCN'S SCALE OF THREAT 

Extinct - Surveys suggest last known individual has died 

Critically Endangered - Extreme high risk of extinction 

Endangered - Species at very high risk of extinction 

Vulnerable - Species at high risk of extinction 

Near Threatened - May soon move into above categories 

Least Concern - Species is widespread and abundant 


Estimates for the total number of species on Earth vary wildly; there may be 10 million, there could be 100 million. What is certain is the limited number of species catalogued by science - barely two million. 
While the status of known vertebrates is relatively well documented (roughly 40% assessed), poor information exists on the animals and plants that inhabit freshwater and marine habitats, for example. 
And science has only just begun to scratch the surface in understanding how many bacterial and fungal species may be out there. 
"We can continue to assess and bemoan the loss of the world's biodiversity or we can act. We must refocus and rethink the way in which society must respond to this global threat," said Dr Achim Steiner, the IUCN's director-general. 
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	AMPHIBIANS: THE ASSESSMENT 
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Global amphibians in deep trouble 


"While most threats to biodiversity are human-driven, human actions alone can prevent many species from becoming extinct. 
"There are many examples of species being brought back from the brink including the southern white rhino and black-footed ferret, and thousands of dedicated people around the world are doing their utmost to reverse the extinction rate." 
Dr Stuart added: "Where we have been able to concentrate conservation focus, we often get very good results. Good things are achievable." 
Species such as the corncrake and the European otter have been downlisted because of such efforts. 
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The Mallorcan midwife toad "on the road to survival"


Captive breeding and release programmes make an impact, too. 
The Mallorcan midwife toad, for example, has been reclassified from Critically Endangered to Vulnerable. Several hundred tadpoles and toads have been re-introduced to the wild thanks to an initiative run by the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust. 
"We've come a long way - this incredible little toad was once thought extinct," said Quentin Bloxam, programme director at Durrell Wildlife. 
"Today it's on the road to survival. We're delighted with the reclassification on the Red List." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC
Extinction threat to ancient plant group
	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 
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The oldest seed plants known, the cycads, are now among the most threatened on Earth, scientists say. 
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Encephalartos woodii
Photo: JS Donaldson


Cycads, plants resembling palms, first appeared in the fossil record about 300 million years ago. 
But today they face a risk of extinction four times greater than the average for plants. 
One of the worst threats comes from the trade in wild plants for the horticultural trade. 
The plight of the cycads, which are found in Asia, Africa, Australia and the Americas, is described in a report by IUCN-The World Conservation Union. 
The report, Cycad Status Survey And Conservation Action Plan, was prepared by the cycad specialist group of IUCN's species survival commission. 
Demand from landscapers 
There are about 297 cycad species and sub-species, varying from small plants found beneath the forest canopy to tall ones growing in the canopy itself or out in the open. 
Despite their venerable lineage, the report says, 53% of all cycads are threatened with extinction, compared with an average 12.5% for plants in general. 
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Bowenia spectabilis in the rainforests of northern Queensland, Australia
Photo: JS Donaldson


Two species are already extinct in the wild, and IUCN says the pressures of modern lifestyles suggest more are likely to follow suit. 
It says the main threats include habitat destruction for farming, mining and urban development, traditional use, both for medicine and magic, and invasive plant species. 
And the collection of plants and seeds from the wild for horticulture is high on the list. 
The report says the demand for large cycads from landscapers means a high risk of mature plants being taken straight from the wild. 
So there is more need for cultivated plants to supply a legal trade and lessen the pressure on the wild stocks. 
Plant passports 
Technology means it is becoming easier to tell wild from cultivated cycads. 
In South Africa, individual plants are being microchipped with a unique number which is entered on a national register to trace their movements, and DNA techniques are also helping to trace the parentage of plants in trade. 
Cycads are slow-growing dioecious plants (ones with separate male and female forms), which reproduce infrequently and depend on specialist pollinators. 
This means that individual plants need to be close together for pollination and reproduction to occur. 
Some species, like the Albany cycad, depend for their survival in the wild on artificial pollination, because the specialist beetles which used to pollinate the plants no longer exist. 
For others the only hope now may be conservation in botanical gardens and seed banks. 
The cycad specialist group is chaired by Dr John Donaldson. 
He says: "Cycads experience the same problems that many other plant species face, but their biology makes them more vulnerable to human-induced disturbance." 
He believes they may act as flagship species for conservation, providing early warning of threats to plant diversity. 
Reuters

More Than 15,000 Species Facing Extinction - IUCN

THAILAND: November 18, 2004

BANGKOK - More than 15,000 species, from sharks to frogs to fir trees, are facing extinction and the total is rising faster than ever before, conservationists and scientists said on Wednesday. Despite efforts to slow or reverse the slide into oblivion of many species, one in three amphibians and almost half of all freshwater turtles are threatened, the IUCN World Conservation Union said at the unveiling of its 2004 species "Red List."

One in eight types of bird and a quarter of all mammals are also known to be in jeopardy, the conservation group said at the beginning of its eight-day World Conservation Congress in the Thai capital. In reality, the situation is probably far worse.

"Although 15,589 species are known to be threatened with extinction, this greatly underestimates the true number as only a fraction of known species have been assessed," said Craig Hilton-Taylor, the IUCN's "Red List" program officer.

"There is still much to be discovered about key species-rich habitats, such as tropical forests, marine and freshwater systems or particular groups, such as invertebrates, plants and fungi, which make up the majority of biodiversity."

Even the depths of the world's oceans are providing little refuge to marine species, which are being over-exploited to the point of extinction. Nearly 20 percent of shark and ray species so far assessed were found to be threatened, the IUCN said.

On a positive note, scientists from the world's largest conservation organization said steps taken to preserve some "at risk" species appeared to have borne fruit.

For instance, a quarter of the world's threatened birds had benefited from conservation measures, they said.

Noteable improvements in the 2004 "Red List" include the European otter, which has moved from 'vulnerable' to 'near threatened', and the Christmas Island Imperial pigeon, once 'critically endangered' but now only 'vulnerable'.

However, overall, the list is more marked for its losers since 2003 than its winners.

Examples include the now-extinct St Helena olive, the Hawaiian crow, which has become 'extinct in the wild', and the Balearic shearwater and giant Hispaniolan galliwasp lizard, which are now both 'critically endangered'.

The 56-year-old green group said world leaders were waking up to the importance of conservation, but that more must be done.

"Governments are starting to realize the value of biodiversity and the critical roles it plays in their people's well-being," said David Brackett, head of the IUCN's Species Survival Commission.

"Species provide food, medicine, fuel and building materials. They help filter water, decompose waste, generate soil and pollinate crops. Recognition of this is growing but governments need to mobilize far more resources," he said.

Based on the findings of research conducted since its last meeting in Amman in 2000 and decisions taken at the Bangkok Congress, the IUCN will draw up priorities for world conservation work for the coming four years.
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UN or UNEP in the news

Queen to be given world conservation medallion - Star-studded line-up for opening ceremony 
Bangkok Post, 17 November 2004 (TUL PINKAEW) - Her Majesty the Queen will be presented with an award to honour her efforts in protecting and reviving forests, wildlife and the environment at the opening ceremony of the IUCN World Conservation Congress today.
''The King works to provide water to the rural community, and I will build forests to support him,'' the Queen said before launching the highly successful ''Forests Love Water Project'' way back in the early 1980s.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/17Nov2004_news16.php 

IUCN congress begins on Wednesday
The Times of India (SUROJIT MAHALANOBIS), TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 - NEW DELHI: Over 5,000 champions of nature will join issues from Wednesday at the nine-day-long (November 17 to 25) brain-storming 3rd Congress of the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) at Bangkok, Thailand.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/924250.cms 

IUCN Seeks support to promote scheme

Bangkok Post (Kultida Samabuddhi), 17 November 2004 – The World Conservation Union (IUCN) plans to recruit some of Thailand’s leading corporations, such as the PTT Plc and Siam Cement Plc, to support its Thailand programme which would be officially launched after the week-long World Conservation Congress in Bangkok that begin today.

…Mr. Somsak said the IUCN Thailand programme would focus on sustainable management of tropical forests, wetlands, coastal areas, and biodiversity….

Green movement is big business
Hindustan Times, India, 16 November 2004 (Reuters) – Johannesburg - Some environmentalists slam big business for its polluting or tree-cutting ways but a growing number of "greens" resemble and even act like Wall Street types themselves.
Reflecting growing public concern about the environment, the green movement has grown into a multi-billion-dollar industry and its activists are more likely to wear a suit than sandals as they take their message to the streets.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_1107234,00020008.htm 

Conservationists meet amid growing fears over species loss http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific/view/117385/1/.html
Channel News Asia, Singapore, 16 November 2004 - BANGKOK: One of the world's largest conservation conferences gathers here to meet the threat of an unprecedented loss of animal and plant species mainly through environmental damage caused by humans.
The World Conservation Congress opens with the release of the annual red list of threatened species which is expected to paint a gloomy picture of the state of the planet's wildlife.
… More than 5,000 scientists, activists and government representatives are expected to attend the nine-day conference designed to highlight the growing threat to wildlife amid rampaging development in parts of the world. 
The congress, organised by the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and bringing together scientists and experts from 181 countries and more than 50 national environment ministers, will debate the escalating extinction crisis and form plans for the next four years.
 

Environmental awareness starts young
China Daily, Zhu Baoxia, 2004-11-17 05:54 - With his drawing of "a crying mermaid" in hand, 12-year-old Zhang Wenpeng said people must wake up to the fact that damaging the environment was destroying everything progress had worked for. 
"To save water is to save our lives," he said. 
His classmate in the fifth grade of Guiyang Experimental Primary School in Guizhou Province, 11-year-old Zhou Zhiyun, has painted a big shining bulb, calling upon people not to waste electricity.
…"Chinese schools are treating environmental education more importantly, so more 'green schools' like the Guiyang Experimental Primary School are emerging," said Jiao Zhiyan, director of the Centre for Environmental Education and Communications of the State Environmental Protection Administration. 
Jiao said China has now approved 16,933 green schools like this, with 284 at national level.
…The first programme was a Sino-US venture, which set up some meteorological observation stations in schools and encouraged pupils to collect climate data. 
Since then, Jiao's centre has carried out many joint programmes with support from international organizations like the United Nations Environment Programme and countries like the United States and Sweden. Some transnational companies have also been involved.
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-11/17/content_392089.htm 

General Environment News

Economic gains ‘not priority’
Bangkok Post (Piyaporn Wongruang), 17 November 2004 – Environmental protection must be seen to include security of the state, the region and the people if the Mekong river basin is to be developed properly, a senator said yesterday.
”Real peace can be derived from natural resource management yielding benefits to community economies, so people are not forced to fight in the globalised market,” said Dr. Nirun Pithakwachara…
…The three-day meet, which began yesterday at the United Nations conference center in Bangkok, is aimed at providing a platform for representatives of civic groups, state and non-governmental organizations to share ideas about management and development of the region and to encourage public participation…
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Annan condemns 'brutal execution' of aid worker in Iraq

17 November - Voicing shock and sadness, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today denounced the brutal execution of Margaret Hassan, head of the CARE International office in Iraq who was taken hostage last month. Mr. Annan "condemns in the strongest possible terms the targeting of humanitarian aid workers and

organizations and reiterates that such acts are indefensible," said a statement issued by his spokesman.

Ms. Hassan, an aid worker in Iraq for more than 25 years before her abduction on 19 October, devoted her life to helping the Iraqi people, the statement said.

Under the direction of Ms. Hassan, who had acquired Iraqi citizenship, CARE International had become a close partner of the United Nations, particularly the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), in alleviating the needs of the Iraqi people."The work of Ms. Hassan in Iraq will be remembered by all in Iraq and beyond as an example of human solidarity," the statement said. "The Secretary-General expresses his deepest sympathy and condolences to the family and loved ones of Ms. Hassan. He shares their grief and sorrow."

Security Council members arrive in Nairobi ahead of session on Sudan conflicts

17 November - Members of the United Nations Security Council arrived today in Nairobi ahead of a

two-day meeting devoted to the civil conflicts engulfing Sudan, including the crisis in the western

region of Darfur and the long-running war in the country's south.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan is travelling to the Kenyan capital and is scheduled to address the

session tomorrow. His Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, will also participate in the

meeting, just the fourth time in its history that the Council has convened away from UN

Headquarters in New York. Council members voiced their deep concern over the findings of the Secretary-General's latest report on the situation in Africa's largest country, as well as the deteriorating security and humanitarian situation. In addressing these issues, they have reiterated their support for the leadership of the Africa Union in the Darfur crisis,welcomed the Union's decision to enlarge its mission there, and urged all parties in the conflict to cooperate with the AU to ensue a secure and stable environment. Meanwhile, the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) said internally displaced persons (IDPs) reported that police

units started firing indiscriminately over the weekend at Kalma camp in South Darfur. The residents speculate the shooting took place as a warning following the visit earlier in the day on Saturday of a panel looking into the occurrence of genocide in the region.

According to the Government, rebels within the camp fired on Sudanese police positions, forcing an exchange of gunfire, UNAMIS said.

The Mission also reported that residents in camps around El-Geneina are increasingly concerned about the presence of armed men in and around their camps. They say that gunshots are being fired during the night.

Also in West Darfur, UN agency workers conducted a one-day sensitization training workshop on sexually transmitted diseases and gender-based violence for 60 members of the African Monitoring Force in El-Geneina.

Despite relative calm UN-patrolled separation zone in Côte d’Ivoire reported tense

17 November - Although the overall situation in Côte D’Ivoire was reported to be relatively calm today,

two weeks after fresh fighting in the West African country, the United Nations-patrolled Zone of

Confidence (ZOC) separating government and rebel forces remained very tense, with the civilian

population there very vulnerable to attacks.

UN peacekeepers continued to patrol sensitive areas in Abidjan, the largest city, to pre-empt any security

risks to civilians 10 days after anti-French rioting and ethnic clashes erupted when French troops destroyed the Government's air force in reprisal for the deadly bombing of French peacekeepers in the ZOC. With looters rampaging though Abidjan in the following days and harassing expatriates, thousands of Ivorians and foreigners, mainly French, have fled the country since 4 November, when government forces unleashed the latest crisis by attacking the northern rebels in violation of a nearly two-year-old ceasefire agreement.

The UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI), set up in April to monitor the ceasefire and help implement peace accords signed in January 2003, said today no international radio stations had been allowed to resume broadcasts and no opposition newspapers had reappeared, with the Government holding a monopoly over the media.

The mission reported yesterday that hate broadcasts that had raised the spectre of further ethnic violence had given way to calls for restraint and a return to work, after the UN adviser on the prevention of genocide had warned that the situation could be referred to the International Criminal Court (ICC).

Today, UNOCI said that while official reaction to Monday’s Security Council resolution, imposing an immediate arms embargo and giving the parties one month to get the peace process back on track or face a travel ban and a freeze on their assets, has been a resolute desire to comply, these messages are interspersed with calls for the Young Patriot militants to remain mobilized.

UNOCI Radio, meanwhile, is broadcasting peace messages, along with features and interviews on the economic and humanitarian effects of the crisis.In the rebel-held north, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that all checkpoints in Bouaké, the main city, had been dismantled and that electricity was re-established Monday night. Prices of basic food items have increased and fuel has skyrocketed by 100 per cent. The UN World Food Programme (WFP) has distributed food for about 2,000 people in two orphanages and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has provided fuel to health centres to ensure that the cold chain for vaccines is not affected by the erratic supply of electricity.

UN envoy discusses Fallujah fighting with Iraqi president

17 November - The top United Nations envoy for Iraq today discussed the situation in Fallujah with Iraqi

President Ghazi al-Yawar, focusing on humanitarian conditions in the town and the impact of the

hostilities on the civilian population following the United States military attack there.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Ashraf Qazi also discussed preparations for

national elections scheduled for late January, and efforts to create a political and security environment

conducive for holding a credible and comprehensive poll.

The meeting came a day after UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour voiced deep concern over the situation of civilians caught up in the fighting in Fallujah, which US forces have seized from insurgents.

She said all those guilty of violations of international humanitarian and human rights laws - including deliberate targeting of civilians, indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks, killing of injured persons and the use of human shields - must be brought to justice, "be they members of the Multinational Force or insurgents." She also voiced concern about poor access to humanitarian aid.

The UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) has been closely monitoring the situation in Fallujah, and has provided medical and other essential supplies to the civilian population in cooperation with non-governmental organizations and Iraqi ministries.

Mr. Qazi has been meeting with various Iraqi officials and political and civic activists to explore means by which the United Nations can contribute to advancing the political process in Iraq.

Amb. Ashraf Qazi

Annan phones Rice to congratulate her on appointment as US Secretary of State

17 November - Secretary-General Kofi Annan last night phoned United States National Security

Adviser Condoleezza Rice to congratulate her on her appointment as the new Secretary of State

and is looking forward to "a constructive and collaborative relationship," his spokesman said

today. On Monday, Mr. Annan praised "the wise counsel and objective approach" of outgoing Secretary

of State Colin Powell. Mr. Annan thanked Mr. Powell for the "close and productive relationship" he had enjoyed with the outgoing Secretary over the past four years, during which they worked together on a wide range of issues of concern to the international community.

Kofi Annan meets with Dr.

Condoleezza Rice (file)

International Year of Microcredit spotlights financial services to

help poor - UN

17 November - Making financial services such as credit, savings and insurance more accessible to poor and low-income people can help lift them out of poverty by enabling them to start businesses, save money and better support their families, the United Nations said today.

With more than one billion people living on less than one dollar a day, microcredit could prove to be a

"powerful tool" for achieving the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of cutting in half extreme poverty by 2015, Mark Malloch-Brown, head of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), said at a press briefing on the eve of the launch of the International Year of Microcredit.

"The year is an effort to bring sustained public attention to one of the great success stories of development," he stressed. "In South Asia and Latin America a dramatic expansion of credit to the poor is taking place. It is creating a revolution at the bottom of society."

In addition, the International Year will promote innovative partnerships among governments, donors, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the private sector.

Joining Mr. Malloch Brown at the briefing was Jose Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General of Economic and Social Affairs, who said: "By viewing poor people as vital contributors to their local and national economies the Year has the potential to unleash a new wave of microentrepreneurship, giving poor and low-income people a chance to build better lives."

The Year observance will begin tomorrow with the ringing of opening bells at stock exchanges around the world. Participants will include recipients of the Global Microentrepreneur Awards coordinated by Harvard Business School and other graduate institutions. Over the past five years the microfinance sector has grown at an average rate of 25 per cent to 30 percent, with 63 of the world's top microfinance institutions having an average rate of return of about 2.5 per cent of total assets. In countries as diverse as Bangladesh, Benin and the Dominican Republic repayment rates are as high as 97 per cent.

Both Mr. Malloch Brown and Mr. Ocampo said the further expansion in microfinancing would result in cheaper interest rates for the poor, especially women who constitute a vast majority of microcredit clients. Commercial financial institutions such as Citibank in the United States, Triodos Bank of the Netherlands and Germany's Deutsche Bank are now moving into microfinance, attracted by the "double bottom line" of making a profit and reducing global poverty, according to the Rome-based International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).

"Poor people are becoming part of the global financial markets and want to access a greater range of financial services and products. To meet their needs, we have to help microfinance move closer towards the formal financial system," IFAD President Lennart Båge said in a statement.

UN envoy hails agreement on new government in Kosovo

following elections

17 November - The top United Nations envoy for Kosovo today welcomed an agreement on the formation of a coalition government following last month's elections in the ethnically-divided province which the world body has administered for the past five years.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen said in a statement that he

trusted "that the new custodians of the provisional institutions will honour their commitment to work closely with the representatives of minority communities, and towards our common goal of building a stable multiethnic society." Last week Mr. Jessen-Petersen appealed to all parties to heed the concerns of minorities, particularly the Serbs. Kosovo has been under UN administration since 1999 when NATO forced the withdrawal of Yugoslav troops after fighting between Albanians and Serbs. Under its mandate the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) is seeking to promote the establishment of substantial autonomy and self-government and to facilitate a political process to determine the province's future status.

Norwegian national named deputy of UN mission in Ethiopia

and Eritrea

17 November - A senior official of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has been named as Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Deputy Special Representative for the UN Mission in Ethiopia

and Eritrea (UNMEE). Immediately prior to this appointment, Sissel Ekaas of Norway served as the Director of the Gender and

Population Division in FAO's Sustainable Development Department.

She is expected to take up her duties in Asmara, Eritrea, by the end of this month.

UNMEE has been in the region since July 2000 to liaise with Ethiopia and Eritrea and to establish a mechanism to verify the ceasefire put in place after the two countries fought a border war in the late 1990s.

UN hails Nigerian polio immunization campaign after

controversial suspension

17 November - The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has hailed a polio immunization

campaign starting Saturday in Nigeria as a vital step in eradicating the disease that once paralyzed

hundreds of thousands of youngsters worldwide each year, after a halt to vaccination in northern

areas led to a dangerous spread of the infection.

Immunization campaigns were suspended in August 2003 in various northern states of Africa's most

populous country following concerns by public figures regarding the safety of oral polio vaccine

(OPV), including rumours that it was contaminated by the HIV virus or that it could sterilize young

girls. This led to the spread of the disease to 10 previously polio-free African countries, threatening efforts by the UN-backed Global Polio Eradication Initiative, a 16-year-old mass immunization programme, to totally eliminate the disease. Kano was the last state to lift the suspension in July in this nation of nearly 140 million people.

In the new campaign thousands of volunteers and health-workers will go door to door, house to house, village to village from 20 to 23 November, seeking to immunize all children aged five or under, at the same time as 22 other countries in Africa holding synchronized National Immunization Days.

"Since 1988 when the eradication initiative was begun, polio held sway in more than 125 countries, paralyzing 1,000 children every day," UNICEF Representative Ezio Murzi said.

"Today, UNICEF, WHO (UN World Health Organization), Rotary International and its national partners such as NPI (Nigeria's National Programme on Immunization) have slashed polio cases by more than 99 per cent; from 1,000 cases per day to 1,000 cases per year."

Due to the suspensions transmission of the wild poliovirus has significantly increased from 355 cases in 19 Nigerian states in 2003 to 682 cases in 31 states today. Poliovirus can travel from village to village and country to country through unimmunized children. One un-immunized child anywhere puts children at risk everywhere.

UN-backed anti-malaria campaigns sound note of optimism in war on disease

17 November - With new technologies and increased financing fuelling optimism in the fight against

malaria, which now claims more than 1 million lives each year, the leaders of United Nations campaigns to combat the disease today pledged substantially more funding for improved prevention, treatment and

production of a vaccine. “This is a new era for malaria control,” said Awa Marie Coll-Seck, Executive Secretary of the Roll Back

Malaria Partnership, an initiative launched by several UN agencies to harness the efforts of bilateral and

multilateral partners, the private sector, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and research and academic institutions.

By ensuring an adequate supply of long-lasting insecticide nets and working with pharmaceutical companies to ensure the flow of the latest highly effective treatments, “we will demonstrate the true power of public -private partnerships by dramatically reducing malaria deaths,” she told a global anti-malaria meeting in Arusha, Tanzania. The gathering – the ninth board session of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria created nearly three years ago on the initiative of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan – focused on the success of the nets, which embed insecticide within the fibres and retain their efficacy for up to five years without the need for being treated again. “The Global Fund has committed nearly $1 billion over the coming two years and expects to scale up malaria funding substantially,” said Executive Director Richard Feachem, outlining plans to purchase both preventive and curative tools, such as the nets and artemisinin-based combination therapy (ACT), a cure that so far has met only minimal resistance from the malaria parasite which has mutated to outwit previous drugs.

The Fund is also working with the Roll Back Malaria Partnership to provide the financial incentives that will bring a new malaria vaccine to the market. The Partnership was launched in 1998 by the UN World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank with the goal of halving the global burden of malaria by 2010.

Many of the malaria deaths and consequent impediment to development occur in Africa and Tanzanian President Benjamin W. Mkapa delivered a message of hope, expressing pride that his country was home to the continent’s first manufacturer of the nets.

First universal standard for genetic test approved by UN health agency

17 November - The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today approved the first-ever

international standard for a human genetic test to identify a person's predisposition to blood clots, which could enable people to take preventive measures.

"Establishment of the first international standard for a genetic test is an important milestone," said Dr. David Wood, a senior official responsible for the quality and safety of biologicals at WHO. "This new standard will help to ensure that the tests are giving accurate results worldwide."

The newly established standard relates to the testing of patients for a particular genetic mutation known as "Factor V Leiden." Discovered in 1994, the mutation is one of the most common genetic risk factor for venous thrombosis, which involves 20 per cent to 40 per cent of all cases, according to WHO statement issued from its headquarters in Geneva.The test for Factor V Leiden is one of the most frequent genetic tests carried out in clinical laboratories, the agency said. It determines the presence or absence of the mutation, which has been shown to results in a seven-fold to 80-fold higher risk of thrombosis depending on whether the carries one or two copies of the genes respectively.

The new standard is the result of joint efforts by 10 international experts from academia, industry and national regulatory authorities, as well as 25 advisors representing the WHO Expert Committee on Biological Standardization. The Committee's three-day meeting ends tomorrow in Geneva.

WHO has established more than 300 standards covering vaccines, blood products, therapeutic biological products such as insulin, and diagnostic tests such as those that detect HIV in a blood product.

WHO officials said researchers were currently investigating whether there was a link between air travel and deep vein thrombosis, adding that having information about their genetic make-up could allow travellers at risk to take additional precautions.The standard for Factor V Leiden was developed by WHO partner and the leading international laboratory for biological standards, the National Institute for Biological Standards and Control (NIBSC) in the United Kingdom, in collaboration with experts from other institutions.

UNESCO and Microsoft sign accord to help bridge digital divide

17 November - Microsoft, the world’s largest software company, today joined the coalition of major private sector partners supporting the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) global strategy to use information and communication technologies (ICT) to boost education, social and economic development.

“We are excited by and welcome this new relationship,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said at the signing ceremony at the agency’s Paris headquarters with Microsoft Chairman Bill Gates at his side.“It provides an opportunity for UNESCO to put into practice the international strategic partnership advocated by the United Nations to bridge the digital divide.”

The agreement defines eight areas in which UNESCO and Microsoft will work together, exchanging experiences, knowhow and developing projects.

These are: education and learning; community access and development; cultural and linguistic diversity and preservation; digital inclusion and capacity; promotion of best practices on the use of ICT for socio-economic development; fostering web-based communities; facilitating exchange of information and of software applications; and sharing expertise and strategies. “We have a greater chance of accelerating social and economic development if we work collectively than if each organization works in isolation,” Mr. Matsuura stressed. “We know we live in a world where poverty, conflict and exclusion destroy hope for far too many people.

“The effective use of information and communication technologies can play a major role in building human capacities for sustainable livelihoods, including supporting education and learning,” he added.

Mr. Gates emphasized the shared goal of enabling people around the world to realize the full potential of technology. “Technology is a crucial resource in today’s world, but remains beyond the reach of millions of people,” he added. “We hope to play a part in changing that.”

UN refugee chief hails Latin American efforts to boost refugee protections

17 November - Against a backdrop of growing national security concerns, the fight against terrorism

and increasing migration controls in the Americas, Latin American countries have approved a plan of

action to improve refugee protection in what the head of the United Nations refugee agency has

called a triumph for human rights. "In a worldwide context of restrictive asylum policies and erosion of protection principles, it is encouraging to see that countries in Latin America are committed to uphold high protection

standards," UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers told a meeting yesterday in Mexico

City commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Cartagena Declaration on Refugees.

Senior officials from all over Latin America as well as experts and leaders from civil society reaffirmed the relevance and endurance of the Declaration, a landmark document that offered an innovative approach to refugee protection and solutions and broadened the refugee definition applied in the region.

They adopted a new plan of action that includes boosting Latin America's capacity to protect refugees by training key decision makers and developing refugee law and doctrine specific to the region.

It confronts two main aspects of the refugee situation in Latin America today - an increasing number of refugees concentrated in urban centres and the large number of Colombians displaced by decades of war in need of protection who remain invisible and vulnerable in the border areas of neighbouring countries.

Projects will be developed to help refugees, particularly women, in urban centres to become self-sufficient; to provide documentation, legal status and basic assistance to Colombians in need of protection; and to build regional refugee resettlement programmes mainly for Latin American refugees.

"Cartagena's pragmatic and solution-oriented spirit is as relevant today as it was when adopted in 1984," Mr. Lubbers said, noting its emphasis on core human rights principles and durable solutions, including local integration, with its recommendations to grant refugees social, economic and cultural rights.

"I am convinced that this is one of the most important long-term contributions of Cartagena: recognizing that refugees are human beings with dignity, whose first concern is to attain a level of self-sufficiency and to avoid dependence on hand-outs and humanitarian assistance," he added.

Time is running out to achieve sustainable development, UN warns

17 November - Warning that time is running out in the race for sustainable development – vital in the war on growing poverty, hunger, disease and ecological degradation – the United Nations environmental

agency is hosting regional meetings and producing a set of indicators to bring about concrete

improvements at the ground level. “We need to do the job faster because people’s lives and the health of the planet are at stake,” the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, told environment  ministers and over 200 senior decision-makers from 60 countries brought together by his agency this week in Monterrey, Mexico.

“Let us not forget the goal – the ultimate focus of these efforts is at the poor – those who do not have access to basic services, such as clean water, food, and energy, and who are exposed to health risks due to improper waste management,” he said. “For others, there is the need to consume differently – with less environmental and social impact on the world. We need to create the 'spac e' for a better quality of life for all.” Mr. Toepfer called for rich and middle-class consumers to lead their lives in a way that uses fewer resources and causes less pollution and social damage.

The recommendations of the seminar, which brought together donor organizations and banks, business, government and ground level implementing groups such as Cleaner Production Centres, will shape UNEP’s work in the sustainable consumption and production area.

In another initiative half way around the world in Bangkok, Thailand, UNEP today released a set of indicators for the Asia- Pacific region to help guided needed action.

“We are on a unsustainable development path and time is running out for a well planned transition to policies that will ensure long-term well-being,” the agency’s Deputy Executive Director, Shafqat Kakakhel, said at the launch of the indicators, published in simple, graphical form to allow policy-makers to use benchmarks and assess trends in 30 different economic, social and environmental areas.

Overall, they show progress in economic performance, poverty reduction and human health, but declines in the quality of land, air, water and biodiversity resources, with the threats to future food security and economic and social development that these pose.

UN agencies pledge to fight rural poverty by boosting education

17 November - With billions of rural people caught in a vicious circle of being unable to access services

and opportunities that might take them out of poverty, United Nations agencies and their partners today

pledged greater cooperation to improve access to basic education for what they called the world's biggest

neglected majority. "Basic education is a fundamental human right in itself and an essential prerequisite for achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), specifically the first two goals which focus on eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, and achieving universal primary education," Assistant Director-General of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), John Monyo, told a three-day meeting ending today in Rome. "The gap between urban and rural illiteracy is widening and, in several countries, rural illiteracy is two or three times higher than in urban areas," Mr. Monyo said, pointing out that worldwide the great majority of the 2.8 billion people who survive on less than $2 a day live in rural areas.

Representatives from more than 100 non-governmental and civil society organizations, senior officials from the Italian Development Cooperation programme and experts from FAO, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) took part in the meeting.

A partnership project will raise public awareness in Europe on the importance of education for rural people in poor countries and the urgent need to target rural areas where over 70 per cent of the world's poor live. As an example of the problems, Mr. Monyo cited the village of Wikihi in the rural Niassa Lake region in Mozambique, where schoolchildren and their teacher

have no books. They write down in the sand what the teacher writes on an old wooden board using dried cassava. "In Wikihi, as in so many other African, Asian, and Latin American villages, what is needed is an efficient, inclusive and widespread education system, which addresses the basic learning needs of rural people," he said. FAO expert Lavinia Gasperini noted that with illiteracy on the increase in the developing world, more and more farmers will be unable to read instructions on a bag of fertilizer or warnings on a box of pesticide. "Without basic education, rural people cannot increase their productivity, adopt enhanced technologies and improve their livelihoods," she said.

She underlined that the problem of poverty is first of all a problem of rural poverty and food security. "This has prompted FAO to accept the challenge of leading the partnership project on education for rural people and food security," she said.

UNICEF to launch Caucasus peace programme after Russian school massacre

17 November - The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is launching a new programme to

foster peace and tolerance across the troubled North Caucasus by promoting much-needed dialogue

between youngsters from different ethnic groups and religions following September’s school massacre

in southern Russia. “It is time to look to the future and try to heal age-old wounds,” said Carel de Rooy, UNICEF Representative in Russia. “In the aftermath of Beslan, we fear that things will get worse unless we work with children and young people to build tolerance and understanding,” he added of the town in the Russian Federation’s republic of North Ossetia, where 338 people were killed and 747 injured in a hostage taking linked to separatists in the nearby republic of Chechnya. “It seems fitting, after the tragic events in Beslan, that schools should be at the heart of efforts to build peace and reconciliation,” he said.

The programme will begin in January with a study tour to existing peace education programmes supported by UNICEF, and will include art competitions, sports contests, youth discussions, exchange visits and summer camps for children and young people from different ethnic groups and religions.

It is scheduled to run initially until December 2005 and will require $500,000.

UNICEF provided medical supplies to the survivors within hours of the siege at School Number One in Beslan. It has provided education materials for the remaining schools in the town to make them more welcoming for children. It is also supporting psychological counselling for survivors, their families and other affected children in the town.

                                                                                                                    17 November 2004
Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Our guests at the noon briefing today will be UN Development Programme Administrator Mark Malloch Brown and Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs José Antonio Ocampo, and they’ll be here to brief on the International Year of Microcredit 2005, which will be launched tomorrow here at Headquarters.

**Secretary-General’s Statement on Margaret Hassan
“The Secretary-General is shocked and deeply saddened by reports of the brutal execution of Ms. Margaret Hassan, Head of the CARE International office in Iraq, who was taken hostage on 19 October.  Ms. Hassan, who had been an aid worker in Iraq for more than 25 years and had acquired Iraqi citizenship, devoted her life to helping the Iraqi people.  The Secretary-General condemns this abhorrent crime.
“Under the direction of Ms. Hassan, CARE International had become a close partner of the United Nations, particularly of UNICEF, in alleviating the needs of the Iraqi people.  The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest possible terms the targeting of humanitarian aid workers and organizations and reiterates that such acts of terror are indefensible.
“The work of Ms. Hassan in Iraq will be remembered by all in Iraq and beyond as an example of human solidarity.  The Secretary-General expresses his deepest sympathy and condolences to the family and loved ones of Ms. Hassan.  He shares their grief and sorrow.”
**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, today held talks with President Ghazi al-Yawar, in which they discussed the situation in Falluja following the military operations in that city.  They focused on humanitarian conditions in Falluja and the impact of the hostilities on the civilian population.
They also discussed the preparations for national elections, scheduled for late January, and efforts to create a political and security environment that is conducive for the holding of credible and comprehensive elections.
The UN Assistance Mission in Iraq has been closely monitoring the situation in Falluja, and has provided medical and other essential supplies to the civilian population there, in cooperation with non-governmental organizations and Iraqi ministries.
Qazi has also been meeting with various Iraqi officials and political and civic activists to explore means by which the United Nations can contribute to advancing the political process in Iraq, in line with Security Council resolution 1546.
**Côte d’Ivoire
The overall situation in Côte d’Ivoire is reported to be relatively calm.
The UN mission says that 10 days after the start of the crisis, none of the international radio stations have been allowed to resume their broadcasts.  None of the opposition newspapers have reappeared, and the Government continues to hold the monopoly over the media.
The mission says that, while official reaction to the Security Council resolution adopted this week has been a resolute desire to comply, these messages are interspersed with calls for the Young Patriot militants to remain mobilized.
The UN Radio, meanwhile, is broadcasting peace messages, along with features and interviews on the economic and humanitarian effects of the crisis.
UN peacekeepers continue to patrol sensitive areas in Abidjan to pre-empt any security risks to the civilian population.  UN police have resumed their outreach activities with the local population.
In the north, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that all checkpoints in Bouaké have been dismantled.  Electricity was re-established on Monday night.
**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council today either here or in Nairobi, where Council members arrived ahead of a two-day meeting on Sudan.
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the Sudan, Jan Pronk, will participate in that meeting.
In line with the unanimously adopted resolution 1569, the Council decided to take the opportunity of its presence in Nairobi to discuss other peace efforts in the region.
The Council’s discussions are expected to focus on the civil conflicts engulfing the Sudan, including the crisis in the Darfur region, as well as the long-running civil war in the southern part of the country.
According to the Security Council presidency, this will be only the fourth time in its history that the Council is meeting away from United Nations Headquarters in New York, and its first formal meeting in Nairobi.
The United Nations Information Centre in Nairobi has accredited more than 400 national and international reporters to cover the event.
**Sudan-Darfur
The UN mission in Sudan reports, based on accounts from internally displaced persons, that, over the weekend, police units at Kalma camp in South Darfur started firing indiscriminately.  The residents speculate that shooting took place as a warning following the visit of the Commission of Inquiry on Saturday.
According to the Government, rebels within the camp fired on Sudanese police positions, forcing an exchange of gunfire, according to the UN mission.
The mission also reports that residents in camps around El-Geneina are increasingly concerned about the presence of armed men in and around the camps.  They report that gunshots are being fired during the night.
Also in West Darfur, UN agency workers conducted a one-day training workshop for 60 members of the African Monitoring Force in El-Geneina.  The subject was on sexually transmitted diseases and gender-based violence.
**Condoleezza Rice
The Secretary-General yesterday evening spoke by telephone with US National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice.  He congratulated her on her appointment to become the next Secretary of State.  As he told reporters on Monday, he is looking forward to a constructive and collaborative relationship with the US administration and the next Secretary of State.
**SG Travels to Nairobi
The Secretary-General is travelling today.  Tomorrow, he will address the Security Council’s public meeting on Sudan, which will take place in Nairobi.
**Appointment of DSRSG for UNMEE
Ms. Sissel Ekaas of Norway has been appointed Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General in the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).  Immediately prior to this appointment, Ms. Ekaas served as the Director, Gender and Population Division, Sustainable Development Department in the Food and Agricultural Organization.  She is expected to take up her duties in Asmara by the end of this month.
We have a bio on her upstairs.
**Kosovo
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, has welcomed the formation of a coalition government there.
He said he counts on all parties to play an active role in the democratic process.
He also said he trusts that the new custodians of the provisional institutions will honour their commitment to work closely with minority communities, and towards building a stable multi-ethnic society.
We have a press release on that.
**UNICEF/Nigeria Polio
UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, notes that Nigeria aims to immunize every child there against polio, during the upcoming National Immunization Day, which kicks off on 20 November.
There’s a lot riding on this campaign, with UNICEF adding that the polio eradication campaign in Nigeria was on track until the Oral Polio Vaccines controversy, stemming from some Nigerian States resisting the use of polio vaccines.
As of last Friday, the World Health Organization has confirmed that 682 Nigerian children, in 31 states, under the age of five, have been paralysed by polio this year –- and that’s up from 335 cases in 19 states last year.
We have more details on that upstairs.
**UNESCO and Microsoft
UNESCO and Microsoft signed a cooperation agreement today to help bridge the digital divide.  Together, they will work towards using information technology to improve education and development worldwide.
And we have a press release with more on that.
**UNTV
The United Nations TV programme “World Chronicle” will be shown today.
The topic will be landmines and the guests will be Ambassador Wolfgang Petritsch, President of the Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World, and Martin Barber, Director of the United Nations Mine Action Service.
And that can be seen on in-house television channel 3 or 31 at 3:30.
**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Vincent McClean, the New York Representative of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, and he’ll be here to talk about the Afghanistan Opium Survey 2004.
That’s all I have for you.
Questions and Answers
Question:  We haven’t heard much about the “Translator”, the film.  It was to come out in November.  Is there any word on that and, perhaps not so frivolously, what impact will its arrival have on the current climate?

Spokesman:  I’d have to refer you to the Information Department, which facilitated the filming of the “Interpreter” here at UN Headquarters.  As you know, I think, it was the first time ever that we granted a commercial film company [permission] to do shooting here on the premises.  I don’t know when the film is going to come out or if it has come out.  But DPI would know.  Anyone else?

Question:  I heard on television news this morning that Saddam Hussein, with the “oil-for-food” programme, they made it a whole case where he had hoodwinked the United Nations and got all this money.  And he used it to pay suicide bombers to bomb Israel.  And there was going to be a congressional investigation and the UN said no, it doesn’t look good for the UN.  Do you have a comment?

Spokesman:  There were press accounts that Saddam Hussein had paid [compensation to] the families of suicide bombers but to our knowledge this matter was never taken up by the Security Council’s 661 Committee on Iraqi sanctions.  As you may know, there were hearings in Washington on the oil-for-food programme, or more broadly, on Saddam Hussein and the skimming of oil money for a variety of purposes, that took place on Monday in the Senate and will take place this afternoon on the House side.  In the Senate hearings, there was a revelation on Monday that the amount of money that had been diverted totalled $21.3 billion.  Senator Levin, one of the two co-chairs holding those meetings, pointed out that a substantial portion of this money pre-dated the oil-for-food programme so this is not all money that is linked to the oil-for-food programme.

As for the oil-for-food money, none of it was to have gotten into Saddam’s hands.  It was to go into a UN escrow account to be used for meeting the humanitarian needs of all Iraqis.  My last comment would be just to recall what the Secretary-General said to the Security Council in March 2001:  that oil money deposited in any other account, besides the UN escrow account, was illegal and a breach of sanctions.  So the whole purpose of the Volcker investigation is to find out the extent of that breach, and who was responsible.

Question:  What effect has Ms. Hassan’s death had on UN international staff, and what is the UN Security Coordinator [inaudible]?  And my other question is do you think that 110 Fijian soldiers are enough to protect your staff?

Spokesman:  On the first, I would limit myself to the statement I read out on Ms. Hassan.  We’re not discussing numbers but the Fijians are being recruited as close protection experts.  So they are responsible for protecting our premises and our staff working in Iraq.  And, as you know, there are three rings for security foreseen, with the middle and outer ring being drawn from the multinational force.  So it’s going to be much more than just these Fijians, who are assigned to close protection.  That’s the inner ring.  The total protection element, for our people, will make up the three rings that I just described.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Is there any other announcement that the Palestinian [inaudible]?

Spokesman:  I’m having great difficulty understanding you.

Question:  [Inaudible] January.  Is there any reaction or comments from the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  I do have something on that.  As part of the process of reform of the Palestinian Authority, a project funded by the donor community, a project since 2002, the UN served as the lead technical adviser in the formation of a new Electoral Commission for the Palestinian Authority.  The UN’s assistance there included training, drafting of plans of operations, registration projects and so on.  Until earlier this year the UN’s Chief Technical Adviser had been Carlos Valenzuela, who is now in Iraq.  His post has now been filled by an electoral official from the European Union.  This new Commission is now ready to go, and we are waiting for a further request of assistance, which may be needed to plan the elections for January.  So that is the extent of our involvement in the Palestinian elections.  Yes?  Rita.

Question:  Can you give us a sense of the Secretary-General’s reaction to Mr. Volcker’s letter, and his decision to refuse the Senate Subcommittee’s request for documents and access to certain employees of the United Nations?  Does he think it’s the right decision to make at this time, especially since a lot of people -- the US media and Government -- are using it to fuel speculation about a cover up?

Spokesman:  Don’t forget that it was the Security Council itself that approved the Secretary-General’s recommendation to set up an independent commission under Paul Volcker and to allow Mr. Volcker to look into all aspects of the oil-for-food programme, not just allegations against UN staff, but all actors, including Member States.  So the 15 members of the Council voted for that.  The UN turned over to Mr. Volcker all documentation on oil-for-food, and Mr. Volcker said, right from the beginning, that he was going to control that documentation and he was going to control his investigation.

So his letter merely reaffirmed his position from the outset, and the Secretary-General approved of that arrangement from the outset and approves of it today.  It is the only way that Mr. Volcker can conduct an orderly and a thorough investigation.  And to view this as somehow covering up, when all of the relevant information, all of the people working for the UN have also been told that they must cooperate with Mr. Volcker in his investigation, all of that information has been turned over to a very trusted individual who has enormous integrity and who is expected to get to the bottom of all questions raised about oil-for-food.  So I don’t think, I would say it’s perverse to describe this as a cover up.  Yes?

Question:  In the letter, unless I’m confused, is Volcker not making the commitment to turn over the internal audits, or to release the internal audits, at some point?  And there’s a reference in the letter... “we anticipate these disclosures will include...”

Spokesman: I’m not authorized to speak for Mr. Volcker, so you will have to ask him to interpret his letter for you.  I’m aware, because the Secretary-General was also sent a copy of this letter, I’m aware what the letter says, I’m aware of the references to the internal audits.  But exactly what he means by that sentence you’ll have to ask him.

Question:  As a follow-up, can you also tell us whether you’re going to release the Secretary-General’s letter to Senators Coleman and Levin?  Has that gone out?  And can you make that public to us?  And can you describe the chronology of discussion that the Secretary-General or Deputy Secretary-General have had with the Senators over this issue of the last couple days?

Spokesman:  I’ll see if we can release the letter.  I believe it went out last night [He later said it had not yet gone out.] and it merely responded to the Senator’s letter to the Secretary-General saying that Paul Volcker has now made his position known to you through a separate letter to you from him.  I’m not aware of any contacts the Deputy Secretary-General might have had with the two Senators or members of their staffs.  I’m only aware of what I’ve already told you, that the Secretary-General called each of the Senators, Senator Levin and Senator Coleman, over last weekend to assure them that he wanted to get to the bottom of this and he did not want to obstruct their investigation but that he also has, as head of this organization, obligations to 190 other countries.  So, I will ask the Deputy Secretary-General if she’s had any contacts, but I haven’t heard that she has.

Question:  One of the big issues apparently between the Senators and Mr. Volcker and this inquiry is the question of UN staff and contractors testifying before of all of the Congressional Committees.  Does the Secretary-General support Mr. Volcker’s statement, which basically says that he expressed concern about this idea, that it could interfere with his investigation, if all of these UN people were forced to waive immunity and go off and testify in Washington?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General supports Mr. Volcker’s position on testimony by UN staff members as expressed in his testimony.  Yes.

* *** *
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