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Your old mobile is destroying the planet

By Geoffrey Lean, Environment Editor

17 October 2004

Governments from around the world will meet next week to tackle the latest toxic waste crisis - mobile phones.

The handsets - a billion are in use around the world - are packed with dangerous chemicals and metals that can endanger people and the environment once they have been thrown away. Developing countries complain that they are being dumped on them, contaminating whole communities.

Next week, 160 governments - meeting in Geneva under the auspices of the Basel Convention, the United Nations treaty regulating trade in toxic waste - will address the growing crisis.

But phone users do have something to cheer about: a new gadget to combat the curse of the noisy mobile conversation. The Cooltalk VoiceBox, a device similar to those used by security agents, is said to filter out blaring music or rattling trains using microchip technology, so that the person on the other end hears only the speaker's voice.

Users trade up to a new handset on average every 18 months. As a result, some 105 million handsets are discarded in Europe each year, enough - if placed end to end - to stretch from London to a point 150 miles beyond Perth in Australia. Even more - 130 million - are thrown out annually in the United States.

Tests by both the US and the Californian environmental protection agencies have established that they should be classified as toxic waste. The cadmium in a single battery from an old phone could seriously contaminate 600,000 litres of water, enough to fill a third of an Olympic-sized swimming pool. Cadmium is being phased out of new batteries, but many other poisonous materials remain. Lead - which affects the immune, endocrine and central nervous systems, and causes serious damage to children's brains - is used to solder components to the printed wiring boards. Brominated flame retardants, used in wiring boards and plastic cases, have been associated with cancer, liver damage and problems with the neurological, immune and endocrine systems. Beryllium, which can cause serious lung damage, is used in contacts and springs and highly toxic dioxins can be emitted if the phones are incinerated in waste plants.

Experts add that many phones at the end of their lives are exported to developing countries such as India, Pakistan and China where they are broken up for recycling in rudimentary conditions, threatening workers' health and their communities. Colombia, Nigeria, Brazil, Botswana, Uganda, Namibia and Kenya all voiced alarm at the impact of discarded phones on their countries at a previous Basel Convention meeting.

The convention is now working closely with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and mobile phone manufacturers to tackle the crisis. It is working on designing new phones with safer components, collecting discarded phones, and recycling and disposing of them safely.

In Britain, over the past two years, a partnership between the Government, network operators and major retailers, called Fonebak, has collected and recycled more than 3.5 million phones - about one-10th of those discarded.

They are recycled in Bucharest, Romania. Nickel is recovered from batteries for use in saucepans, irons and new batteries. Small amounts of platinum, gold, silver and copper are recovered for jewellery and pipes. And the plastic is sent to Sweden where it is burnt to provide central heating for a village.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, says that the growing partnership with the industry should "serve as a model and an inspiration" for other businesses.

Critics hope that next week's meeting will impose legal controls on the trade in old phones. The Basel Action Network, a coalition of environmental groups, wants exports of all hazardous waste from rich countries to poor ones to be banned. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
The Sunday Times 

S'pore lauded for Newater's green effort 

SINGAPORE'S success with Newater and Jakarta's effort to single out polluting companies have been praised by Asean officials as examples of good urban environmental management.

The two cases will be included on a list of more than 100 examples of good environmental practice drawn up at a two-day meeting on environmental sustainability, which ended yesterday.

	


The list is part of the wider Regional Environmentally Sustainable Cities Programme, which aims to improve urban environmental conditions in the Asean member states. 

It is hoped that the examples on the list, drawn from 22 cities, will be emulated by Asean cities in the drive towards promoting clean air, water and land.

The meeting was attended by 80 delegates representing Asean countries as well as inter-governmental bodies like the United Nations Environment Programme and the Asian Development Bank.

The chairman of the working group running the programme, Mr Loh Ah Tuan, said yesterday that the next step would be to conduct workshops and programmes to help cities develop the capacity to adopt environmental programmes successfully.

Mr Loh said it was impossible to come up with a 'one size fits all' solution because of different circumstances in different cities. 

'The challenge is to put these practices into a format that all the cities can use readily,' he said

In his opening address on Thursday, Minister for the Environment and Water Resources, Dr Yaacob Ibrahim, said:

'Singapore is not alone in our desire to sustain the environment for the sake of the long-term future.

'All the Asean countries as well as our Asian neighbours are strongly committed to working together to tackle environmental challenges.'
Women 2 News

Nobel Winner Energizes Women's Environmental Push

Run Date: 10/15/04

By Miriri Duncan

WeNews correspondent

Since becoming the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize a week ago, Wangari Maathai has had no time to rest on her laurels. Instead she has been busy energizing an international effort to bolster women's role in protecting the environment.

NAIROBI, Kenya (WOMENSENEWS)--As a United Nations conference on women and the environment ended here Wednesday, female environmental leaders and activists were bolstered by the presence of Wangari Maathai, the just-announced Nobel Peace Prize-winner and Kenya's deputy minister of the environment.

"Having Wangari Maathai here was a wonderful boost for the work we are doing," said Lena Sommestad, Sweden's minister for the environment. "It helped underscore the crucial links between environment and peace and the vital, but all-too-often ignored, role women have in these areas."

Over 140 women from 60 countries including environment ministers from Iran, Kenya, South Africa, Swaziland and Sweden attended the "Women As the Voice for the Environment" (WAVE) conference at which Maathai gave the opening address. They called for poor women's groups to be singled out for special funding for water, sanitation and poverty alleviation schemes.

"Sustaining the environment is the peace policy of the 21st Century, so to have Wangari Maathai here was not only an honor but a reminder of how women can transform our world for the better," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, which co-hosted the conference along with the New York-based Women's Environment and Development Organization, co-founded by the late Bella Abzug, who until the time of her death was an outspoken member of the U.S. Congress from New York City and a charismatic women's rights advocate.

As part of the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing, Maathai and Abzug, longstanding friends, led a march protesting violence against women around the world.

Toepfer said that the WAVE recommendations reflected the unique vulnerability women have to environment-related health problems as well as their special role in managing and conserving the environment for current and future generations.

"In the past, the role of women and their know-how has often been side-lined," he said. "I sincerely hope that our assembly signals an end to this gender apartheid. All too often women are treated like second-class citizens, with fewer rights and lower status than men. I hope we have now started a wave that will wash away the inequities of the past and bring women into the center of environment and development issues."

Many Other 'Firsts'

Maathai, a 64-year-old divorced mother of three, has earned "firsts" before.

She is the first woman to earn a doctorate degree in the East and Central African region. And in 1976 she became the first woman to chair the department of veterinary anatomy at the University of Nairobi.

But this latest first still caught her unawares.

"I had no clue that I had been nominated for the award. I thought it was a joke or a dream," Maathai told Women's eNews.

On Friday, Oct. 8, the day she heard the news, Maathai was in her home district of Nyeri, 150 kilometers north of Nairobi, which she has represented in parliament since the 2002 elections.

As deputy minister of the environment in this East African country, she is faced with responsibility for a nation with only 2 percent of forest cover, far short of the 10 percent recommended by the United Nations. Maathai had been waging a tough battle against the so-called shamba system of forest management, under which public forest land is offered to communities for cultivation in return for them tending the existing trees and planting more.

Numerous politicians, government officials and even some of her own constituents who support the shamba system were bitterly criticizing her opposition to it and were even threatening to call for her resignation.

But her detractors fell quiet at news of the award and quickly joined her in celebrating.

"The award has come at a good time when I am at the foot of Mount Kenya that has always inspired me," she told journalists as she responded to an honor that drew tears of joy and disbelief.

Green Belt Movement

The Nobel Prize committee in Oslo, Norway, cited her "contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace" and singled out her role in founding the Green Belt Movement, a grass-roots nongovernmental organization that, since 1977, has planted 30 million trees by recruiting poor women to combat deforestation and to replenish their source of fuel for food preparation.

After receiving news of her award, Maathai immediately planted an indigenous tree, a Nandi flame, to celebrate.

And then she went back to the political fray.

At a press conference over the weekend, she told reporters that U.S. voters can help revive a U.N. treaty on global warming, which President George W. Bush rejected shortly after taking office in 2001.

"In a country like America, there are lots of people who would prefer that their government ratify the (Kyoto) protocol, who would gladly change their consumptive lifestyle, especially the rate at which they consume fossil fuel, so that they are not polluters of the environment," said Maathai, making it clear that she supported John Kerry's positions on environmental protection.

Difficult Path to Prize

The road to the Nobel Peace Prize has included beatings and even imprisonment.

Most notorious is the day in Jan. 8, 1999, when she led supporters in a march on the Karura Forest near Nairobi, which was shrinking under the pressure of land developers who were sanctioned by the government of the former president, Daniel Moi.

When they attempted to plant trees, Maathai and other members of the Green Belt Movement were severely beaten by armed men acting in concert with the police.

Earlier, in 1989 Maathai forced the government to withdraw plans to construct a 60-storey office block in Uhuru Park, Nairobi's main public park.

She started working with women in environmental activities to conserve the environment and to raise their quality of life while working as a volunteer at the National Council of Women of Kenya in the 1970s. She rose to chair the council between 1981 and 1987.

Miriri Duncan is a Nairobi-based journalist who covers business, development and gender issues.

For more information:

The Green Belt Movement:

http://www.greenbeltmovement.org/

Women's Environment and Development Organization:

http://www.wedo.org/

Note: Women's eNews is not responsible for the content of external Internet sites and the contents of Web pages we link to may change without notice.
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Bahrain Tribune

October 14, 2004 Thursday

HEADLINE: Environment project launched, BAHRAIN TRIBUNE

BODY:

URL: http://www.bahraintribune.com/
THE Bahrain Women Society yesterday launched a pioneer project - 'Creativity in Environmental Awareness' - with the mascot 'Wanees' to mark the Arab Environmental Day. The project, in cooperation with the UNEP, was launched at the Bahrain National Museum. The society has selected a neglected local species as the mascot, representing the local 'dhub' - a species facing extinction due to hunting and the destruction of its habitat.

Wanees will be the key character during the execution of any program for various age-groups over several phases of the project. The activities will aim to achieve long-term effective solutions to accentuate the environmental culture and introduce new perspectives and solutions in the environmental awareness process.

The project also aims to develop a caring attitude towards nature's components, highlight the importance of preserving the local culture in any project, promote legislative and policy changes to help protect the local environment and encourage communities to become actively involved in the conservation of wildlife and promote investment in related fields.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

JOURNAL-CODE: m38

LOAD-DATE: October 14, 2004
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Canberra Times (Australia) 

October 16, 2004 Saturday

HEADLINE: Endangered species take cover

BODY:

I T'S OFTEN called the royal fish because its flavour and texture were prized for ceremonial occasions by Pacific Island nations.But the large and majestic humphead wrasse is now in high demand for south-east Asia's live reef fish trade, where it fetches up to $A180 per kg.It has almost completely disappeared in some areas of the Pacific and is facing extinction from over-fishing, with scientists and conservationists claiming the species is literally "being eaten out of existence".Humphead wrasse can grow to over 2m in length, live for 30 years, can change sex and sleeps at night in underwater caves.They are the most expensive fish sold in the live reef fish markets and restaurants of Hong Kong and mainland China, where fish are kept alive in tanks to be selected by customers, killed, cooked and brought to the table. Traditionally, wrasse was fished by hook and line or hand spear, but commercial fishing traders now use cyanide to stun and capture wrasse alive for the lucrative trade.Adult fish are obviously too big for most dinner plates, so juvenile fish are captured. Because wrasse are sexually mature after 5 years, taking juvenile fish has a serious impact on the breeding dynamics of the species.Fortunately - for the fish and the Pacific Island economies that rely on its legal trade - humphead wrasse were one of the winners to emerge from the recent biennial Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Thailand. Under the terms of a resolution adopted by the 166 governments at the meeting, humphead wrasse can now only be traded with permits that prove it has been fished sustainably. This will effectively place a global ban on the use of cyanide. "This is a massive issue and a great win for Pacific Island countries," said Traffic Oceania director, marine biologist Glenn Sant. Traffic, a global scientific network which monitors trade in endangered species, provided technical information to CITES on the plight of the wrasse and its importance to Pacific Island economies. "For the first time, the species will be controlled in international trade. It's a highly sought-after fish, and for a number of years, traders have been targeting spawning aggregations, which has quickly depleted stocks in some countries like Pilau, where the wrasse is economically important," said Sant."The traders use cyanide to stun the fish, get crowbars into the coral and pull the reef apart to get the fish out. So, it's a wider conservation issue, that affects tourism as well for some of these island countries." The biennial CITES conference is the world's biggest conservation meeting and sets the global agenda for species conservation.This year, the conference debated around 50 proposals for improving the conservation prospects of a wide variety of threatened species, including the great white shark, minke whale, Irrawaddy dolphin, agarwood (a fragrant tree from Papua New Guinea, highly prized for incense), medicinal plants, the white rhinoceros and the lilac-crowned parrot."The CITES' conferences are major environmental events because they produce enforceable decisions and practical actions for conserving wild nature and the Earth's biological diversity," said the United Nations Environment Program executive director Klaus Toepfer.Not all resolutions are about tightening trade regulations. This year, the US proposed that North American bobcats, or lynxes, be deleted from the CITES Appendix II list, which requires a strict permit system for trade. About 36,000 of these wild cats are trapped and killed for the fur trade each year. However, the Bush administration said bobcat numbers were increasing and sought to have the species downlisted. The proposal was swiftly withdrawn during debate between parties at the conference.Japan also failed in its fourth attempt to convince CITES to allow global trade in minke whales. Japan had proposed to downlist minke whale populations from the West Pacific and North Atlantic to allow international trade in minke whale meat. The proposal was defeated.The conference also voted overwhelmingly to protect the critically endangered Irrawaddy dolphin from the global aquarium trade.The species is found in shallow tropical waters in northern Australia, India, Bangladesh and South East Asia and there are less than 1000 animals left in the wild.Scientists are concerned that removal of even very low numbers could lead to the extinction of local populations. Fears were heightened by a large number of aquariums opening across South East Asia, which feature captive dolphins.The governments of Australia and Madagascar also won a victory for the endangered great white shark. A joint proposal to regulate the souvenir trade in jaws and teeth won overwhelming support. Humane Society International conducted an internet search on the opening day of the CITES conference and found 77,000 sites offering great white shark jaws and teeth for sale.Traffic Oceania, which provided scientific advice to CITES parties on the shark trade, reported that a single great white shark tooth could fetch $A2000 and jaws were being sold for $A70,000.But the black rhinos of Namibia and South Africa suffered a major setback, with trade in trophy hunting being allowed.Black rhinos are a critically endangered species, and their African numbers had declined by 90 per cent in 1995, with just over 2000 animals left. Protection has seen a small rise in numbers, but the species is still under threat by illegal poaching for rhino horn, which are made into ornamental daggers and traditional Chinese medicines.Namibia asked to be allowed a trade quota of 5 black rhinos and 200 leopards, and South Africa requested an increase form 75 to 150 leopards and 10 black rhinos.Despite angry opposition from the governments of Chad, the Central African Republic, Nepal, Kenya and Pakistan, the proposals were adopted by consensus.Chad's representative said the country had recently lost its last three remaining rhinos to poaching and Kenya expressed concerns that poaching of their small, but recovering rhino population, would now increase.
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UK boost for biomass fuel crops

By Alex Kirby

The UK is to encourage the production of biomass, crops grown specially for use as environmentally-friendly fuels.

The government is setting up a task force to stimulate biomass supply and demand, and offering a range of grants.

Ministers hope this will help the UK to meet its targets for using renewable energy, and that it will also boost farming, forestry and the countryside.

Material like miscanthus (a tall, woody grass), willow, poplar, sawdust, straw, and wood from forests are all suitable.

Funding the industry

The former president of the National Farmers' Union, Sir Ben Gill, is to head the new government-appointed task force.

A £3.5m UK-wide Bio-Energy Infrastructure Scheme will also offer grants to help harvest, store, process and supply biomass for energy production.

The carbon cycle is the principle behind biomass technology

As trees and plants grow, they soak up carbon dioxide (C02) and store it

It is released when the tree or plant is destroyed, whether by natural decay or combustion

This means the carbon in biomass fuels does not contribute to greenhouse gas emissions

Biomass can provide both heating and power, and is one of the fuels available to electricity suppliers in meeting the government's Renewables Obligation, which requires them to obtain 15% of their electricity from renewable sources by 2015.

Announcing the infrastructure scheme the Food and Farming Minister Larry Whitty said: "We must look to the future in our search for low-carbon energy sources.

"Biomass energy has the potential to be of huge benefit in terms of combating climate change, boosting farm diversification, and creating more rural jobs.

"Barriers have to be overcome if we are to establish confidence in the industry, and we want to make it easier for producers to get their biomass out of the fields and forests and onto the market, to make it a viable alternative energy source."

Sir Ben Gill said: "Biomass struggles to make progress. I intend to define why and then look at what needs to be done. This study is about finding solutions and that's what we intend to deliver."

Telling criticism

The government's Energy White Paper includes an aim for renewable energy to supply 10% of UK electricity by 2010, with an aspiration to double that by 2020.

Last May a report by an independent advisory group, the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution, said the government was neglecting the potential of biomass for tackling climate change.

The RCEP chairman is Professor Sir Tom Blundell, head of the department of biochemistry at the University of Cambridge.

Speaking at the report's launch, he said: "I am disappointed that energy from biomass has not developed as quickly in the UK as elsewhere in Europe.

"It could make a vital contribution to the UK's targets for combating climate change, but is failing to develop under fractured and misdirected government policies."

The RCEP report called for:

    * a renewable heat obligation, which would require current heat suppliers (of gas, oil and electricity) to supply a given proportion of their heat from renewable sources by a set date

    * the formation of a government/industry biomass forum

    * biomass-fired combined heat and power (CHP) schemes in all new-build projects. 

The government's response to the report, which has just been published, expresses agreement with some of the RCEP's points.

One use of biomass fuel is in a Combined Heat and Power (CHP) plant

The fuel is turned into hot pressurised combustion gases, which are cleaned to prevent corrosion of the system

The clean gases are then burned with air before entering a turbine, generating electricity

Heat from the gases is recovered after the gas turbine using water in the heat exchanger

The combustion gases can then usually be vented from a stack without further cleaning

The only other by-product is ash, which can be mixed with coal for burning in a conventional power station

Story from BBC NEWS:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/sci/tech/3746554.stm

Published: 2004/10/15 13:35:37 GMT

© BBC MMIV
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BBC

Marine life booms in fishing ban
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The 'no take zone' was introduced 18 months ago


Sea life is flourishing since people were banned from catching fish, lobsters and crabs from an area east of Lundy Island, English Nature says. 
The zone was proposed by the Devon Sea Fisheries Committee and English Nature to alleviate pressure on fish and shellfish stocks and restore wildlife. 
Chris Davis, English Nature's marine conservation officer, said the results, after just 18 months, were surprising. 
"We didn't think we would see a difference this early on," he said. 
"We thought it would take three to five years - that is certainly what was estimated by the experts." 
	[image: image2.jpg]



The number of lobsters has increased threefold in the zone


The zone, the first of its kind in the UK, was introduced to try to reverse the problems caused by over-fishing, which has depleted stocks in the oceans. 
The draft report by conservation scientists shows there are now three times as many lobsters inside the 'no catch zone' compared to other areas where fishing continues. 
But the full effects of the zone will not be known for another four years. 
Mr Davis said: "We have seen a threefold increase in the numbers of landable lobsters within the 'no take zone' compared to the control sites outside the zone. 
"This is the first time we have seen this striking difference in the lobster stocks. 
	[image: image3.png]
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We have found that it has also increased lobster stocks outside the zone around Lundy so we are happy with the idea 

Shaun Davison, lobster fisherman 


"What we hope now is that not only do the populations in the 'no take zone' continue to increase, but that they migrate outside of the zone to the benefit of local fishermen." 
Mr Davis said there was evidence of stocks improving outside 'no take zones' where the scheme had been tried in other parts of the world. 
He said: "Some of the evidence coming back from New Zealand and America shows stocks can increase outside the 'no take zone'. 
"What we need now is evidence from the UK and that's why we have put in this detailed monitoring programme on Lundy. The results are starting to show similar effects to what is being seen around the world." 
Shaun Davison, a lobster and crab fisherman from Ilfracombe, said he welcomed the initial results of the scheme. 
Commercial areas 
He said: "We originally found the 'no take zone' difficult because we did fish the area in question, but on what I have heard of these results it's great news. 
"If it's increasing lobster stocks I am all for it." 
Lundy Island lies 12 miles (19 kilometres) north of the Devon coast in the Bristol Channel and is England's only marine nature reserve. 
It is also a designated European Special Area of Conservation and its features include reefs, sea caves, sub-tidal sandbanks, grey seals and sponges. 
__________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN Health Body Warns Against 'Kitchen Killer'

SWITZERLAND: October 18, 2004

GENEVA - Some 1.6 million people, mainly small children, die each year from a "kitchen killer" - disease brought on by inhaling smoke from cooking stoves and indoor fires, the World Health Organization said.

"While the millions of deaths from well-known communicable diseases often make headlines, indoor air pollution remains a silent and unreported killer," the United Nations' agency said.

Nearly half of the world cooks using fuels like dung, wood, agricultural residues and coal, which give off a poisonous cocktail that "more than doubles the risk of respiratory illness such as bronchitis and pneumonia," it said in a joint statement with the U.N. Development Program (UNDP).

Women and children living in poor rural areas of developing countries, who cook with a typical wood-fired stove, would be subject to levels of carbon monoxide and other noxious fumes that were seven to 500 times internationally accepted levels.

"The amount of smoke from these fires is the equivalent of consuming two packs of cigarettes a day," WHO said, adding one life was lost every 20 seconds to the "killer in the kitchen."

Children under 5 were particularly at risk of pneumonia, with some 900,000 deaths reported each year linked to smoke inhalation. Bronchitis was the main killer of women.

Although long term the solution was to replace solid fuels, there were cheap and quick steps that developing countries and rural communities could take in the meantime, said Eva Rehfuess, WHO technical officer for indoor air pollution.

Keeping children away from smoky areas and using dried wood along with lids on pans to reduce cooking time were simple actions that would reduce the toll, she said.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times

Political will is needed to deliver Kyoto's goal
By Michael Meacher 
Published: October 18 2004 03:00 | Last updated: October 18 2004 03:00
[image: image5.png]



Russia's ratification of the Kyoto protocol - which could come as early as this Friday - is the breakthrough that makes the commitments of the signatory countries to the climate change agreement legally binding. It is great news. But is it enough?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	


The best the Kyoto protocol can now achieve, with the US still outside it, is a 2 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2010, compared with the 1990 baseline. Yet the scientists say we need a reduction of 60 per cent to arrest global warming. In fact, because developing countries, notably China and India, which are industrialising fast, are still declining to ratify the protocol, the greenhouse gas emissions of the planet as a whole are likely to increase by around 75 per cent by 2020.

That is disastrous enough. But two other factors increase the threat further. One is that the rate of global warming is steadily accelerating - it has doubled over the last few decades. The other is the real possibility that the die-back of forests, the collapse of the continental ice-sheets of Greenland and Antarctica or the release of billions of tonnes of methane hydrates trapped in the oceans could suddenly increase the momentum of warming until it is out of control.

Is this all inevitable? Not necessarily. But to deliver the three-prong programme necessary to avoid it will require far greater political grit than the world has shown so far.

First, the level of global carbon emissions that can be absorbed "safely" into the atmosphere needs to be determined. The world's scientists have generally reckoned that this level is about 550 parts per million. At present it is 379ppm, and increasing by 3ppm per year. The only rational way then to keep below the 550ppm ceiling is by setting an emissions quota for every country. Initially this quota would be set at each country's current emissions level. The quotas of the developed nations would then be gradually reduced, and those of the developing countries increased to allow them to industrialise, until all countries converged at a uniform figure per head. Each national quota would then be reduced so that global emissions contracted and the atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases did not exceed the "safe" level. This process is called "contraction and convergence".

If this is the only equitable and long-term feasible solution, what are the chances of its gaining universal political consent? At the moment, very slim. The US, which has 4 per cent of the world's population but is responsible for 25 per cent of the world's carbon emissions, has reneged on the Kyoto protocol and has just shown itself willing to fight a war in Iraq to gain control of one of the largest remaining repositories of oil in the world. If the leading western country is still bent on a fossil-fuel economy, even at the price of war, why should developing countries sign up to the protocol?

The second fundamental requirement is a significant and rapid switch to renewable sources of energy. This is currently happening only at a snail's pace. Solar energy and wind power have huge potential but so far they provide less than half of 1 per cent of the world's energy and face enormous hurdles. For instance, the cost of manufacturing the silicon-based photovoltaic cells used in solar panels remains incredibly high and wind power generated is intermittent, depending on climatic conditions. However, factoring the direct and indirect environmental costs of petrol-driven vehicles into their price - including air pollution, contribution to climate change and military expenditures to secure the oil - indicates that fuel-cell cars may be actually cheaper. But, again, governments may not be prepared to grasp this nettle.

The third policy prong is the least understood. The amount of energy we waste is colossal. More energy is discharged as waste heat by US power plants than is required by Japan to run its whole economy. It is estimated that raising the fuel economy of American vehicles by only 2¾ miles per gallon could enable the US to dispense completely with oil imports from the Gulf.

A massive worldwide push for energy conservation could therefore have an enormous impact. But this is feasible only if there is a fundamental shift away from the capitalist ethic of artificially stoking up demand to absorb higher incomes. The much-improved fuel economy of cars over the last decade has been far offset by consumers' habit of buying more and bigger vehicles.

No one policy is sufficient to confront climate change. It requires the combination of contraction and convergence to force down the use of fossil fuels; a global switch, led by fiscal incentives, into renewable sources of energy; and a huge campaign to maximise conservation and relentlessly squeeze the prodigious waste of energy. The big question is whether we are prepared to pursue them.

The writer is former British environment secretary
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

WHO calls indoor air pollution "killer in the kitchen"
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - The World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) marked the World Rural Women's Day Friday by drawing attention to indoor air pollution as one of the major causes of death and disease in the world's poorest countries. WHO said in a release that while the millions of deaths from well-known communicable diseases often make headlines, indoor air pollution remains a silent and unreported killer, adding that rural women and children were the most at risk. According to the UN agency, thick acrid smoke rising from stoves and fires inside homes is associated with around 1.6 million deaths per year in developing countries - that's one life lost every 20 seconds to the killer in the kitchen. It said nearly half of the world continues to cook with solid fuels such as dung, wood, agricultural residues and coal, noting that smoke from burning these fuels gives off a poisonous cocktail of particles and chemicals that bypass the body's defences which more than doubles the risk of respiratory illnesses such as bronchitis and pneumonia. The indoor concentration of health-damaging pollutants from a typical wood-fired cooking stove creates carbon monoxide and other noxious fumes at anywhere between seven and 500 times over the allowable limits, WHO said. "Day in day out, and for hours at a time, rural women and their children in particular are subjected to levels of smoke in their homes that far exceed international safety standards. "The World Energy Assessment estimates that the amount of smoke from these fires is the equivalent of consuming two packs of cigarettes a day - and yet, these families are faced with what amounts to a non-choice - not cooking using these fuels, or not eating," WHO added. It said rural women and their families also pay a high economic price for keeping the fire burning. According to the UN agency, up to three mornings a week are spent collecting fuel such as wood. "This perpetual toil denies poor rural women the chance to be more productive through paid work that would raise their family's income, improve the standard of living and enhance their nutritional and health status," WHO said. To arrest the indoor air pollution, WHO has suggested alternative sources such as renewable energy, beyond the use of gases, liquids and electricity. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059963&dte=15/10/2004
Meteorologists forecast Tempests, Cyclones in Mauritius
Port-Louis, Mauritius(PANA) - At least ten moderate tropical Tempests or great Cyclones," some of which could threaten Mauritius, are expected to sweep through the Indian Ocean region by 30 April 2005, the Mauritian Meteorological Services said in a report Saturday. The publication coincides with the beginning of summer characterized by heat in the region. "But atmospheric conditions favor the emergence of very strong showers that could cause floods in Mauritian regions where water sewage infrastructure are inadequate," the report warned. Mauritius receives about 1,400-mm of annual rainfall. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng060007&dte=16/10/2004
Minister to Launch National Marine Week

BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental Affairs Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk will today launch the National Marine Week at the Hout Bay harbor. National Marine Week is celebrated annually and this year's events are scheduled to take place from 18 to 22 October. Events organized by the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (Deat) will take place under the theme: "From mountains, catchments, river streams to the ocean floor - A nation at work to sustain our seas!" The activities are expected to raise awareness about the benefits of the country's coastal and marine resources. It will also inform the public about how these resources can contribute towards economic growth if managed and developed equitably and sustainably.  "The department recognizes that the protection and sustainable utilization of our marine and coastal resources is not restricted to communities living in coastal areas but to those residing in non-coastal areas too," said Deat in a statement. At the same event today, Western Cape MEC for Community Safety Leonard Ramatlakane is expected to announce a new anti-poaching programme that aims to reduce abalone poaching in the province. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410150549.html
Cites Okays Trade in Ekipas
The Namibian (Windhoek): ALTHOUGH Namibia failed to get Cites' permission for an annual export quota of 2 000kg of ivory, it got approval to allow local communities trade in ivory trinkets, known as ekipas. The 13th meeting of Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, which ended in the Thai capital Bangkok yesterday, allowed Namibia to trade in worked ivory products for non-commercial purposes. The decision was bitterly opposed by Kenya, because it fears that any reopening of the ivory trade will be exploited by poachers who will target its elephants in a bid to launder "dirty" ivory with fresh legal tusks. Namibia countered that its elephant population was growing and healthy and that much of the ivory would come from natural deaths. Conservation group WWF International said it was confident Namibia's tightly controlled, small-scale trade in ekipas would not lead to poaching of elephants. "This proposal is strictly for non-commercial trade, which means the ekipas can only be sold in Namibia and cannot be exported for resale," said Susan Lieberman, head of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) delegation. The decision allows the Owambo and Ovahimba communities to resume traditional ivory carving of amulets coveted by African art collectors. "Ekipas are unique cultural objects only found in Northern Namibia and southern Angola and have high demands because of their aesthetic quality and cultural historic value," said Government in its proposal. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410150016.html
NEMA Plans for Emergency Nationwide

Vanguard (Lagos): IN its bid to build a resilient community and to prepare Nigeria as one of the best prepared nations in terms of response to natural disasters and mitigation programmes, the National Emergency Management Agency [NEMA] has concluded plans to make more functional the coping mechanism within our various communities. Speaking in Abuja at this year's World Disaster Day Celebration with the theme: "Learning from Today's Disasters for Tomorrow's Hazards", the Director- General, Alhaji Salihu Makarfi said that studies have shown that attempts at reducing disaster with the overall goal of sustainable development at any level must involve both an integrative and holistic approachs. The agency is celebrating this year's disaster day with emphasis on children between sixteen and below since they constitute a sizeable segment of Nigeria population which can not be ignored by any programme that torches on their life and for the overall sustenance of the country. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410150107.html
Michieka Accused of Running Down NEMA

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Environmentalists have accused the National Environmental Management Authority Director General Prof Ratemo Michieka of running down the organization. They claimed Michieka was not competent enough to run the activities of the authority.  This was said during a workshop organized by the Environment Trust of Kenya.  The officials gave Michieka an ultimatum to hire qualified personnel and equip the Coast environmental office. The office, currently managed by the Provincial Environmental Officer, Mr. Bernedict Aloo Omondi, is in a state of neglect. They said lack of vital facilities had hindered their effectiveness in reaching to the public.  Participants demanded that Nema empowers the District Environment Officers and provide them with the needed equipment. They recommended that the organization appoints a competent non-governmental organization to carry out awareness campaigns monitored by the district officers. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410150832.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Hold the phone - or it will pollute the planet 
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand, 18.10.2004 -An international convention in Geneva will try to tackle the latest toxic waste crisis - mobile phones. 
The phones - a billion are in use around the world - are packed with chemicals and metals that can endanger people and the environment once they are thrown away. 
Developing countries complain they are being dumped on them under the guise of providing technology to the poor, and that phones are contaminating whole communities. 
Next week, 160 Governments will meet in Geneva under the auspices of the Basel Convention, a United Nations treaty regulating the movement of toxic waste. 
…The convention is co-operating closely with the United Nations Environment Programme and mobile phone manufacturers to tackle the crisis. It is working on new phones with safer components, collecting discarded phones and recycling and disposing of them safely. 
Critics hope this week's meeting will impose legal controls on the trade in old phones. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3601513&thesection=news&thesubsection=world 

S'pore lauded for Newater's green effort 
SINGAPORE'S success with Newater and Jakarta's effort to single out polluting companies have been praised by Asean officials as examples of good urban environmental management.
The two cases will be included on a list of more than 100 examples of good environmental practice drawn up at a two-day meeting on environmental sustainability, which ended yesterday.
…The meeting was attended by 80 delegates representing Asean countries as well as inter-governmental bodies like the United Nations Environment Programme and the Asian Development Bank.
The chairman of the working group running the programme, Mr Loh Ah Tuan, said yesterday that the next step would be to conduct workshops and programmes to help cities develop the capacity to adopt environmental programmes successfully.
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/singapore/story/0,4386,278283,00.html 

Animal watchers’ move fillip to wildlife trade
The Statesman, India, Asha Ramachandran , in New Delhi - Oct. 17 -http://www.thestatesman.net/page.news.php?clid=2&theme=&usrsess=1&id=57333 

Malaysia told to act on timber smuggling 

The Jakarta Post, 18 October 2004(Muninggar Sri Saraswati) - http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20041018.C04&irec=6 

Japan Fumes Over Whales as U.N. Meeting Winds Up
Onlypunjab.com, India, Publish Date : 10/17/2004 10:50:00 AM   Source : Science and Technology News Onlypunjab.com - 
http://www.onlypunjab.com/fullstory904-insight-Japan+Fumes+Over+Whales+as+UN+Meeting-status-15-newsID-5153.html 

Thailand poised to faciliate regional cooperation in wildlife protection 
Viet Nam News Agency, Vietnam - Oct 16, 2004 - Bangkok, Oct. 16 (VNA) - http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=33&NEWS_ID=122587 

Endangered species conference ends
Beijing, Oct. 16 (Xinhuanet) – http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-10/16/content_2097343.htm

Conservationists claim victory 
Borneo Bulletin, Brunei Darussalam - Oct 15, 2004 - http://www.brunei-online.com/bb/fri/oct15w10.htm 

Summit boosts sea life protection
Onlypunjab.com, India - Oct 15, 2004 - http://www.onlypunjab.com/fullstory904-insight-Summit+boosts+sea+life+protection-status-15-newsID-3751.html 

Endangered Species Conference Ends After Protecting Trees, Sharks
Chosun Ilbo, South Korea - Oct 15, 2004 - http://english.chosun.com/w21data/html/news/200410/200410150009.html 

Nature ; WWF: Big Wins for Conservation at CITES 
 Keralanext, India - 15-October-2004 - http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=55703 

Endangered species conference ends after protecting trees, sharks
China Daily, China - Oct 14, 2004 - http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-10/15/content_382770.htm 

General Environment News


ASEAN countries set to launch environment fund 
Viet Nam News Agency, Vietnam - Oct 15, 2004Kuala Lumpur (VNA) - ASEAN Ministers of Environment have agreed to launch a fund to support environmental projects in the region, according to a joint statement issued after their two-day meeting which ended on Thursday in Singapore. 
They also agreed to explore the modalities for setting up the fund after reviewing multilateral cooperation on regional environmental issues and meeting their counterparts from Northeast dialogue partners namely China, Japan and the Republic of Korea. 
ASEAN Secretary-General, Ong Keng Yong, said member nations planned to establish the fund by the end of this year, and that it could be funded by up to 10 million USD. However, the amount of money each member would contribute had yet to be agreed, he said, adding that the three partners were also considering collaborating with the Southeast Asian fund.
http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=33&NEWS_ID=122480 
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Annan praises Ireland for contributing troops to UN missions in Africa

15 October - Continuing an official visit to Ireland, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today praised the country's Government for fielding troops to the world body's peacekeeping operations in Africa.

"Ireland has been one of the few industrialized States to deploy formed military units to sub-Saharan Africa, providing niche capabilities that really hold a peacekeeping operation together," he said in an address to troops assembled at the McKee Barracks in Dublin, some of whom will soon ship out to the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL). "We need these specialist units very, very badly."

He also noted Ireland's key role, especially during its recent presidency of the European Union (EU), in promoting cooperation between the EU and the United Nations in crisis management, particularly in the possible use of EU "battle groups" to support UN operations.

"Whatever and wherever the mission, the skills of Ireland's troops, and your country's credibility with the parties, have been great assets in our efforts," he said.

Looking to the broader picture, the Secretary-General said UN peacekeeping benefits when diverse countries participate.

"UN peacekeeping is strongest when the entire range of Member States participate on the ground, sending a signal of broad

international commitment to the local parties - and in particular to the people suffering the most direct impact of conflict. "This theme was echoed during talks between the Secretary-General and the country's Defence Minister, William O'Dea. Mr. UN Daily News

Annan emphasized that highly trained and specialized troops make the best peacekeepers, and hailed Ireland's contributions, particularly to UNMIL, according to a UN spokesman. They also discussed the prevailing conditions in Sudan and Iraq.

The Secretary-General then met with Lt. Gen. James Sreenan, the Irish Army Chief of Staff, who briefed him on the activities in Liberia of the 600-strong rapid reaction unit made up of Irish and Swedish troops.

Africa needs Europe's help with peacekeeping, senior UNofficial says

15 October - Efforts by industrialized countries to train troops from Africa in peacekeeping are welcome but cannot substitute for those nations deploying their own forces to the continent, the senior United Nations peacekeeping official said today.

Writing in the International Herald Tribune, Under-Secretary-General Jean-Marie Guéhenno pointed out that in the last decade more than 6 million Africans have died directly or indirectly as a result of conflict. "What is happening now in Darfur is, in some ways, just the latest episode of a story of poverty and conflict that stretches back across much of the continent for almost half a century."

He cited a recent Oxford University study which found that peacekeeping offers by far the best return on donor investment when compared to a range of other interventions, from sanctions to development assistance.

Peacekeeping is surging across Africa - with wars cooling in Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Liberia, Sierra Leone and even Sudan, Mr. Guéhenno noted. The UN now has around 50,000 peacekeepers deployed in eight African operations - double the figure of five years ago, and there has been a corresponding drop in the number of war deaths.

He welcomed pledges by the Group of Eight industrialized countries to train 75,000 peacekeepers, initially from Africa, for operations on that continent and possibly beyond.

But he also warned that peacekeeping should not become a purely regional affair. "The danger is that peacekeeping in Europe, for example, will get the full benefit of Europe's economic strength, while Africa, where the world's worst wars are being fought, will get much less."

Evidence of this has already emerged, he said. The DRC, where millions have died, is 200 times as large as Kosovo, yet that province in the heart of Europe "has a larger peacekeeping force that is better equipped, better supported and backed by an aid effort that is, per person, several hundred times more generous than the one that feeds Congo."

Helping Africa to keep the peace by training 75,000 peacekeepers "will be a solid beginning, but not yet the whole solution," he said.

USG Guéhenno

UN receives new reports of attacks against displaced persons in Darfur, Sudan

15 October - The United Nations is continuing to receive fresh reports of attacks against internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sudan's strife-torn Darfur region, where tens of thousands of people have already been killed and more than 1.65 million others are displaced.

Some IDPs from the village of Uma Kasara in South Darfur, one of three states in the region, told UN humanitarian officials that unidentified gunmen burned their village on 2 October, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters today.

They said about 650 families from their village and two neighbouring villages had to flee because of the attack. Three policemen were reported killed. UN agencies have also been informed of other attacks and burnings in villages across South Darfur.

IDPs are still arriving at the already overcrowded camp in Kalma, close to the state capital of Nyala, joining an estimated 60,000 residents there.

More than 1.45 million people are internally displaced within Darfur and another 200,000 live as refugees in neighbouring Chad, part of what UN senior officials have described as the world's worst humanitarian crisis.

Fighting began early last year when two rebel groups took up arms against Sudanese Government forces. In response, Government-allied militias known as the Janjaweed have repeatedly attacked civilians, killing or raping villagers and destroying homes, wells and cropland.

UN peacekeeping level in Haiti to increase by hundreds by end October

15 October - The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Haiti, which has been operating at less than half its authorized strength, will receive several hundred new members by the end of October, a UN spokesman said today.

A formed unit of 125 police from China is expected to arrive on Sunday, Stephane Dujarric told reporters in New York. A further 622 Sri Lankan troops are expected from 25 to 29 October and the troops making up a Spanish/Moroccan battalion are also expected at the end of this month.

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) currently has some 3,090 military personnel from Argentina, Brazil,

Nepal, Sri Lanka and Uruguay, as well as 650 police. The UN Security Council had authorized 6,700 troops.

Among its tasks, MINUSTAH is charged with establishing a secure and stable environment, fostering Democratic governance and institutional development, assisting Haiti's Transitional Government in organizing free and fair municipal,parliamentary and presidential elections as soon as possible, strengthening the rule of law and supporting the country's human rights institutions and groups.

Interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue appointed a three-member Commission for the Demobilized Military yesterday to implement compensation and social re-integration policies, Mr. Dujarric said.

The Government of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide had disbanded the army, saying it was a way to end the country's history of military coups.

UN Peacekeepers help with food, medical distribution

Argentina, Denmark, Greece, Japan and Tanzania win SecurityCouncil seats

15 October - Argentina, Denmark, Greece, Japan and Tanzania won seats today as non-permanent members of the Security Council.

The General Assembly voted in the five uncontested candidates for two-year terms that begin 1 January, replacing Angola, Chile, Germany, Pakistan and Spain on the 15-member body.

The other members of the so-called “elected 10” – Algeria, Benin, Brazil, the Philippines and Romania

– will remain on the Council through 31 December 2005.

The five permanent, veto-bearing countries are China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States.

Security Council Enrolment up but Iraq's schools suffering from neglect and war

- UNICEF

15 October - Enrolment in Iraqi schools is up but facilities are overcrowded and crumbling, as one in

every four schools need major repairs, according to a United Nations-backed survey.

"Iraq used to have one of the finest school systems in the Middle East," said Roger Wright, the UN

Children's Fund (UNICEF) Representative in the Iraq. "Now we have clear evidence of how far the

system has deteriorated. The system is overwhelmed." The survey of some 20,000 institutions - from kindergartens through teachers training institutes - was released earlier this week by the Iraqi Ministry of Education. It found that millions of Iraqi children are attending overcrowded schools that lack even basic water or sanitation facilities, and have crumbling walls, broken windows and leaking roofs.

Despite these difficulties, overall enrolment surged in the 2003-04 school year, with about 4.3 million children currently enrolled in primary schools, up from 3.6 million in 2000, the most recent year for which data were available prior to this survey.

UNICEF voiced concern at the smaller number of girls enrolled, however, as the proportion of boys to girls - 2.4 million to 1.9 million - remains similar to pre-war ratios. "Gender equity must be urgently promoted," said Mr. Wright. Rehabilitation work carried out by private sector companies, UN agencies and non-governmental organization (NGOs) on schools since March 2003 has only partially reduced the challenges.

Since the survey was carried out in January, the worsening security situation has slowed down work on fixing education facilities. "The problem is not just delays in improving school buildings," Mr. Wright observed. "More importantly, poor security is also holding back improvements in the quality of teaching and learning that is going on inside the classroom."

Maintaining biodiversity is key to ending world hunger, UN official says

15 October - Biodiversity is vital to the productive use of the world's marginal land, but agricultural  production has lost about three-quarters of its genetic diversity in the past century, leaving the world dependent on a dozen crops and a barely larger number of animal species, the Director-General of the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) said today.

In a speech at a World Food Day ceremony in Rome, Mr. Diouf said FAO was raising the alarm about the situation in which "just 12 crops and 14 animal species now provide most of the world's food."

"For many rural families, the sustainable use of local biodiversity is their key to survival. It allows them to exploit marginal lands and ensure a minimum level of food production even when faced with extremely harsh conditions," he said. "Global food security depends not just on protecting the world's genetic resources, but also on ensuring that these resources remain available to all."

Preserving biodiversity should be a joint effort involving farmers, commercial plant breeders and the scientific community, he said.

FAO's International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture entered into force this year. It secures the conservation and sustainable utilization of the world's agricultural genetic diversity. It guarantees that farmers and breeders have access to needed genetic materials and ensures that farmers receive an equitable share of the benefits derived from their biodiversity work.

For the first time on a World Food Day, which is observed on 16 October, farmers from across the planet spoke about their FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf experiences in enhancing biodiversity and increasing sustainable food production.

Mr. Diouf also introduced the newly appointed FAO Goodwill Ambassador, Italian ballerina Carla Fracci, director of the

Balletto dell'Opera of Rome. FAO Goodwill Ambassadors help to focus global attention on devising ways to end hunger and poverty.

The UN World Food Programme's (WFP) Executive Director, James Morris, called attention to the enormous toll of hunger.

"It is a shocking fact that now in the twenty-first century hunger is still claiming more lives than AIDS, TB and malaria

combined. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), under-nourishment deprives the world of more productive life years than any other health risk."

Meanwhile, for every underfed child who made news headlines, millions more went unnoticed, he said.

"When was the last time we read about hungry people in Azerbaijan, Guinea, Sri Lanka or Tajikistan? Even in regions that regularly hit the television screens, the hungry do not merit a mention. In all the news coverage of the West Bank and Gaza, when did we last hear about hungry Palestinians?" Mr. Morris asked.

Solving these problems would take political will and determination, not just on World Food Day, but in the following days, weeks and years to come, he said.

Congolese head home from Burundi border under UN mission protection

15 October - The United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today started escorting home hundreds of refugees who fled fighting in the eastern region in June, but who had returned to the country from Burundi despite continuing regional instability. While weekend protests against their return died down in Uvira, the 1,600 refugees waited at the border for six days for permission to repatriate.

A spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Jennifer Pagonis, told journalists in Geneva, “UNHCR’s position remains that the South Kivu region of eastern DRC is still volatile, and conditions for return are still very difficult. We have advised the refugees to consider these constraints.”

Given the large numbers who decided to return, how ever, the refugee agency was establishing an office in Uvira to monitor the returnees’ situation and to provide them with assistance.

Troops from the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) and the Congolese national military started taking them in small groups from a temporary transit area near Uvira to districts that included Uvira itself, Baraka, Minembwe and the Ruzizi Plain.

Of the 20,000 Congolese from the Kivu region who escaped the conflict only a few thousand now remained in Burundi, UNHCR said. About 1,325 were in the new Gihinga camp in Mwaro province and another 300 refugees were scheduled to join them there next week. At least 1,200 others went to Rwanda, it said.

Constructing latrines for Congolese returnees

UN-backed Palestine Rehabilitation Forum announces development initiatives

15 October - New initiatives - from planting trees to helping businesswomen - aimed at fostering development in the Palestinian territories have been announced at the conclusion of a four-day United Nations-backed Arab International Forum held in Beirut.

The Forum, which ended yesterday, achieved its goal of providing a coordinated Palestinian vision for development despite criticisms that planning for development at a time of war and occupation was futile, said Mervat Tallawy, the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), which helped to organize the event.

"The voice of the people will be heard, and it will be a stronger voice," she said, adding, "It is high time to take our courage and make our voices heard regardless of what governments are doing, not just for the Palestinian people but for all of humankind."

The new initiatives included a project to replant 1 million trees in the Palestinian territories by the Association for Agricultural Relief in Palestine and the Al-Arabiah for Nature Protection, in cooperation with ESCWA as well as the establishment of a network of regional non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to strengthen civil society in Palestine. Also announced were plans to create a start-up fund aimed at boosting small business for women, and an ESCWA initiative to train Palestinian and Arab journalists.

During the Conference, numerous participants focused on the need to support the basic human rights of Palestinians, such as the rights to education, freedom from occupation and an independent economy. They also stressed the need to better integrate the Palestinian economy into the global arena.

Mervat Tallawy

ESCWA

UN agencies hail results of measles vaccination campaign in Madagascar

15 October - At least 7.3 million children in Madagascar have been vaccinated against measles in the past month, exceeding the expectations of a campaign by Untied Nations humanitarian agencies to transform the African country’s immunization rates.

Officials from Madagascar’s Health Ministry announced this week that 97.7 per cent of the 7.7 million children targeted by the campaign were reached – compared to the expected rate of 95 per cent – by the thousands of volunteer teams that fanned out across the country to give the vaccines.

The figure could increase further as two of the country’s 111 districts have not yet reported their final totals for the 25-day scheme that began on 13 September.

The World Health Organization’s (WHO) country representative Andre Ndikuyeze said the project had brought Madagascar much closer towards eradicating an infectious disease that kills or debilitates thousands of its children every year.

“The next step is now to strengthen routine surveillance to ensure that no more children die from measles,” he said.  About six out of every 10 children in Madagascar were not immunized before the campaign began, and many have also been unprotected against tetanus, diphtheria and pertusis.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), which supplied the vaccines, hailed the results and said it was a tribute to the efforts of the thousands of vaccinators and community mobilizers who carried out the work.

Measles immunization

Toxic gases from indoor solid-fuel cooking fires put families at risk – UN

14 October - Families in the world's poorest countries can contract fatal pulmonary diseases from burning solid fuels that give off toxic gases in their poorly ventilated kitchens, two United Nations agencies said today, estimating the risk to be the equivalent of each resident smoking two packs of cigarettes a day.

“Thick acrid smoke rising from stoves and fires inside homes is associated with around 1.6 million deaths per year in developing countries – that's one life lost every 20 seconds to the killer in the kitchen,” the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) said in a message to mark World Rural Women's Day on 15 October.

Cleaner gases, liquids and electricity are currently the main alternatives but the WHO-backed Global Partnership for Clean Indoor Air is also coordinating research into cleaner fuels, stoves and smoke hoods.

In the meantime, nearly half the world still cooks with wood, agricultural residues, coal and dried dung, according to the agencies. “Smoke from burning these fuels gives off a poisonous cocktail of particles and chemicals that bypasses the body's defences and more than doubles the risk of respiratory illnesses such as bronchitis and pneumonia,” they said.

Poor rural women typically spend up to three mornings a week collecting fuel, denying themselves the opportunity of looking for paid work to raise family incomes, improve living standards and improve their nutrition and health, WHO and UNDP said.

In some circumstances, such as the ethnic crisis in Darfur, Sudan, “the chore has taken on a perilous dimension following the rape, kidnap, beatings and murder of women leaving refugee camps to search for wood.”

The two institutions called on governments, civil society and the aid community to pay the same attention to the “killer in the kitchen” as they pay to other major threats.

Indoor air pollution

New UN stamp promotes benefits of disarmament to children

15 October - Declaring that "the children of the world need books, not guns," United Nations Messenger of Peace and Oscar-winning actor Michael Douglas today launched a new UN stamp that promotes disarmament.

Designed by artist Michel Granger of France, the stamp highlights the theme that children should be in school instead of facing wars or gun-related violence.

The UN Postal Administration (UNPA) and the Department of Disarmament Affairs worked together to develop the stamp, which costs 37 cents and is available for purchase.

In a video message to mark the stamp's launch in New York, Mr. Douglas said "the proliferation of light weapons has cheated children of the chance to go to school, to play in the fields and to be raised within a secure environment protected by elders. It has allowed children to be used as instruments of war."

He added that "the individual and social investment in weapons - that find their way into the hands of children - must be redirected. The children of the world need books, not guns, education, not war."

The disarmament stamp is Mr. Granger's third design for UNPA; he has also designed stamps about the issue of chemical weapons (1991) and road safety concerns (2004).

Yesterday UNPA also launched eight commemorative stamps on the theme of Human Rights (Education Decade 1995-
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of the News and Media Division, Department of Public Information (DPI) 2004). Yuri Gevorgian of Armenia designed the stamps for this series.
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Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

And I’d like to welcome our visiting guests today.  Welcome to the United Nations.

**Secretary-General
I’ll start off with the Secretary-General.  As you know, he is continuing his visit to Ireland today. 

Earlier today he met with Irish Defence Minister William O’Dea.  They discussed Ireland’s contributions to UN peacekeeping missions, particularly to the current ongoing mission in Liberia.  The Secretary-General emphasized the need for highly trained and specialized troops which, he said, make the best peacekeepers.  Their talks also touched upon the situation in the Sudan and Iraq.

The Secretary-General then met with Lt. Gen. James Sreenan, the Chief of Staff of the Irish Army.  The General briefed him on the activities in Liberia of the 600-soldier rapid reaction unit made up of Irish and Swedish troops.  

The Secretary-General then addressed the assembled soldiers saying, “Ireland has been one of the few industrialized States to deploy formed military units to sub-Saharan Africa, providing niche capabilities that really hold a peacekeeping operation together.  We need these specialist units very, very badly.”

He praised the Irish contribution, saying they had played a key role, “especially during your recent presidency of the European Union, in promoting cooperation between the EU and the United Nations in crisis management, and in particular the possible use of EU ‘battle groups’ to support UN peacekeeping operations.”

Later in the day the Secretary-General is to meet with the Foreign Minister Dermot Ahern, after which a press encounter is expected, and that will be followed by a working dinner with the Foreign Minister.  And we will, of course, have the transcript of that press encounter available to you.

**Sudan
Turning our attention to the Sudan, the United Nations continues to receive reports from displaced persons of attacks on villages in south Darfur. 

Internally displaced persons from the village of Uma Kasara reported that their village was burned down by unidentified gunmen on 2 October, displacing approximately 650 families from their village, and from two adjacent villages as well. 

There have been reports of attacks and burnings of four other villages in south Darfur.

New internally displaced persons continue to arrive at the already overcrowded Kalma camp near Nyala, which is located in south Darfur.

**Haiti Update
Turning to Haiti, the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti reports that the situation in Port-au-Prince has been relatively calm in the past two days, with joint patrols by UN troops and the Haitian National Police continuing.

Peacekeepers also continue to provide escort to daily humanitarian convoys to the city of Gonaïves and to secure distribution points there.  As you will recall, Gonaïves was hit very hard by recent hurricanes and tropical storms.

Additional UN forces are expected in the coming days.  According to the UN Mission, a formed unit of 125 police from China is expected to arrive on Sunday. 

They are expected to be deployed in the Port-au-Prince area.  A further 622 Sri Lankan troops are expected towards the end of October, and the troops making up a joint Spanish/Moroccan battalion are also expected at the end of October.  

Yesterday, interim Prime Minister Gérard Latortue announced the names of the three people who will comprise the Commission for Demobilized Military in Haiti.  Based on an 18 September agreement between the interim Government and the former military, the Commission is tasked with implementing reintegration and compensation measures.

**Security Council
Back here in New York, the Security Council members, having considered the nominations for permanent judges of the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, yesterday afternoon voted unanimously to pass a draft resolution that forwarded a list of 22 candidates to the General Assembly for their consideration.

At 3:00 p.m. today, the Security Council is scheduled to meet in closed consultations to discuss the situation in the Middle East. 

**UNICEF - Iraq Schools Survey
The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), has welcomed an Iraq school survey, which was released earlier this week by the Iraqi Ministry of Education.

The survey found that while total enrolment rates in Iraq were up, the country’s school infrastructure didn’t come close to satisfying the demand, with many schools overcrowded and badly damaged.

Carol Bellamy, UNICEF’s Executive Director, says the survey is a major milestone for Iraq since it’s the new Government’s first comprehensive look at what’s happened in a key social sector.  

The Ministry conducted the survey, and UNICEF helped support it financially.

And we have more upstairs in a press release from UNICEF.  

**World Food Day
The World Food Programme today marked the occasion of World Food Day by highlighting the plight of hundreds of millions of hungry people around the world whose problems are overshadowed by high-profile emergencies such as the current crisis in Darfur. 

In an article circulated to newspapers around the world, WFP Executive Director James Morris emphasized his concern for the victims of Darfur.

But he also stressed that for every hungry child who made world news headlines, there were millions more who went unnoticed.  “When was the last time we read about hungry children in Azerbaijan, Guinea, Sri Lanka or Tajikistan?” Morris asked, adding that occasions like World Food Day gave the 800 million chronically hungry people scattered around the globe a rare chance to be noticed, if only for a few brief moments.

**FAO - World Food Day
In another ceremony to mark World Food Day tomorrow, Dr. Jacques Diouf, the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) highlighted today that biological diversity is one of the keys to ending world hunger. 

This year's World Food Day theme is:  “Biodiversity for Food Security.” 

In his address, Dr. Diouf stressed the need to maintain biodiversity in nature and on farms, to ensure that everyone has access to enough diversified and nutritious food.  And we have more on his comments upstairs.

**WHO - New Malaria Vaccine
Some of you may have seen press reports today about successful clinical trials of a new malaria vaccine. 

The World Health Organization welcomes those results, describing them as a breakthrough in malaria vaccine research.

It says that while much more work is still required, the results indicate that an effective vaccine against malaria that could potentially save the lives of millions of children is possible.  We have more from WHO in a press release upstairs.

**Press Conferences Today
Press conferences today:  As you know, at 12:30, the President of the fifty-ninth session of the General Assembly Jean Ping will be here to brief you.

And at 3:00 p.m. the Disarmament and Decolonization Affairs Branch will be sponsoring a press conference on the Micah Challenge, which is a global campaign of the World Evangelical Alliance and the Micah Network to mobilize Christians against poverty.  And that will be here.

**Outer Space Briefing
And a “heads-up” that in this room at 11:30 a.m. on Monday, there’ll be a briefing on space technology’s contribution to achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

The Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Mr. Adigun Ade Abiodun, will describe the work being carried out by the UN and the outer space community to turn the usefulness of space technologies into operational capabilities.

**Guest at Noon on Monday
And on Monday our guest at the briefing will be the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa, Under-Secretary-General Ibrahim Gambari, who will join us to brief you on the progress in Africa’s efforts to secure peace and security, as well as recent African and international initiatives to implement the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, known to you as NEPAD.  He will be highlighting some of the central issues raised in two recent reports by the Secretary-General on these issues, which the General Assembly is scheduled to take up on Monday and Tuesday next week, and will also discuss the inaugural meeting of the Secretary-General’s Advisory Panel on International Support for NEPAD, which is scheduled to be held here in New York from 20 to 22 October.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And today being Friday, we also have The Week Ahead available to you.

Any questions?  Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Stéphane, is there any response by the Secretary-General to the request for peacekeepers in Somalia?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  [The Spokesman later answered that no official request had been received.]

Question:  There is a report out today...

Associate Spokesman:  I haven’t seen the report, but I’ll try and get something for you.  Yes, Mohamed?
Question:  Stéphane, two questions regarding the recent violence in the green zone in Iraq.  Will there be any change in the decision of the UN Security Coordinator in Iraq about the 35 international staff?  And the second question is about Israel.  When and to whom will the investigation team present its report?

Associate Spokesman:  The members of the team are now back in New York.  They will be reporting back to the Secretary-General, but as soon as I have something more on that I will let you know.  As far as the events in the international zone, the Secretary-General is concerned about the increasing numbers of attacks that have taken place recently in and against the international zone in Baghdad.  I think the latest bombings that took place yesterday, in which a number of civilians were killed, underlined the UN’s concern about the overall security situation in Iraq.  As for the decision of the Security Coordinator to lift the ceiling, that decision is taken on a comprehensive basis.  We look at security daily and all sorts of information go into the decision on the ceiling.  But as far as today is concerned, there has been no change in that ceiling.  Anybody else?  Yes, sir?  

Question:  Did you say that Mr. Qazi will be coming shortly to New York?

Associate Spokesman:  No. No, no.  I don’t have any indication that Mr. Qazi is on his way to New York.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Is there any reaction from the Secretary-General about the Chinese engineer that was killed in Pakistan on Sunday?

Associate Spokesman:  In the rescue attempt?

Question:  Yes.

Associate Spokesman:  Sure.  The Secretary-General obviously deplores the loss of life and regrets it, and we send our condolences to the man’s family as well as to the Government of China.  Anyone else?
Thank you very much.  I see the President of the General Assembly is here.  Welcome, sir.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK "planet" ��Independent - Your old mobile is destroying the planet�


� HYPERLINK "effort" ��The Sunday Times - S'pore lauded for Newater's green effort�


� HYPERLINK "push" ��Women e News - Nobel Winner Energizes Women's Environmental Push�


� HYPERLINK "project" ��Bahrain Tribune  - Environment project launched�


� HYPERLINK "cover" ��Canberra Times (Australia)  - Endangered species take cover�
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