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Vanishing lions Proud predator in decline

      BYLINE: Tim Radford

:

      Lionesses in the Masai Mara reserve, Kenya. People are pushing these cats and other predators to the brink

      of extinction Photograph: Marco Longari/AFP

      The lion population of Africa has fallen to about 23,000. This is roughly the human headcount of Woodbridge,  Suffolk, or the number of seats at Barnsley football club's stadium. 

      About 20 years ago lions numbered more than 200,000. Populations of all African predators are plummeting,

      says a report in New Scientist today. Wild dogs once roamed most of Africa south of the Sahara. There may

      be only 3,000 to 5,000 left now, in a fraction of their former range. Cheetahs, which once prowled from

      southern Africa to western Asia, are down to perhaps 15,000.

      All the species are suffering from farming and hunting pressures and generally loss of habitat. Laurence

      Frank, of the University of California, Berkeley, said: "People know about elephants, gorillas and rhinos but

      seem unaware that these large carnivores are nearing the brink."

      The UN environment programme recently threw its weight behind a campaign to save the great apes: in

      Africa, chimpanzees and gorillas are in danger of being hounded to extinction Gorillas are also at risk from

      ebola fever.

      There is insufficient effort, too, to save species of the Americas. A team from the University of California at

      Santa Barbara and the Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, report that there are 1,413 wildlife reserves

      spread over the two continents but 811 of these are smaller than 4 miles square - smaller than Disney world

      in Florida. About 35% of the total preserved range is in Alaska.

      But reserves are not protection enough. According to Rosie Woodroffe, of the University of California, Davis,

      people caused 74% of the deaths of large carnivores in African parks. "Even if national parks are the core of

      conservation strategy, you can't separate people and wildlife."

___________________________________________________________________________

Business Daily Update 

September 17, 2003 

UNEP AWARDS OZONE PROTECTION 

Author: The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has decided to give the ozone protection unit

      under China's State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) the title of "best national unit for ozone

      protection" of the year, according to Cristina Boelcke, director of the regional cooperation division under

      UNEP. She released the message on September 16 in Beijing at an awards ceremony of the first Contribution

      Award for Ozone Layer Protection, which was established by SEPA and will be granted every year. Winners

      of the award include six individuals, namely former SEPA Vice-Minister Wang Yangzu and Peking University Professor Tang Xiaoyan, as well as the China Association for Home Electric Appliances and Qingdao Aucma  Ltd. 

___________________________________________________________________________

Earth Island Journal

September 22, 2003

Restoring the Garden of Eden

      Drained by order of Saddam Hussein to deprive his political opponents of habitat, the expansive marshes at

      the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, known as the Mesopotamian marshlands, may have been a

      model for the Biblical Garden of Eden.

      Now that Hussein has been ousted, scientists are advocating the restoration of the famed wetlands and its

      indigenous inhabitants, the Madan or Marsh Arabs. 

      Beginning in the 1950s, the wetlands began to decline due to dams upriver. After the Gulf War of the early

      1990s, Hussein dammed and drained the wetlands. The Iraqi government deported and killed hundreds of

      thousands of Madan. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) called the process one of the

      worst environmental disasters of this century.

      The restoration project, Eden Again, is most ambitious. Covering an area the size of the Everglades, it brings

      along a nearly $ 100 billion price tag. The project aims to restore not only the environment, but the Madan

      inhabitants as well.

      One major barrier to restoration of the delta is the water. Where it is going to come from and will it be clean

      enough? Iraq relies almost completely on its upriver neighbors Turkey and Syria for water, and the three

      countries have yet to agree upon how to share. Even if Iraq were to get the water it needed, there is still

      the question of purity. The marshlands are covered by up to two feet of salt left by evaporating water.

      Still, scientists and proponents of Eden Again feel they can restore the marshlands to their historic grandeur

      beginning in June as surveyors, hydrologists, and geologists from around the world converged on the region.

___________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (England)

September 18, 2003, Thursday London Edition 2

Oil and mining groups urged to act responsibly over threatened wildlife

 WORLD PARKS  CONGRESS:

A warning that biological diversity is "on the brink of mass extinction" was issued yesterday at the

      conclusion of the World Parks Congress in Durban, South Africa.

      The Durban Accord, which was adopted at the close of the 3,000-strong meeting, contained a list of

      recommendations aimed at increasing the protection of vulnerable ecosystems and improving the

      management of the world's 100,000 protected sites, which cover nearly 13 per cent of the earth's surface.

      The Accord also shone a spotlight on the impact of drilling and mining on wildlife by calling for responsible

      behaviour on the part of extractive industries. 

      This issue has had a high profile since the oil company Shell and 15 leading mining companies promised to

      recognise World Heritage properties as "no-go" areas, in the run-up to the conference. In another initiative

      announced just before the congress, BP, ChevronTexaco, Shell and Statoil collaborated to produce the first

      set of biodiversity guidelines for the energy industry.

      These moves come as the extractive industries' impact on indigenous people and the environment is put

      under increasing scrutiny. The direct impact of the excavators, drills, pipes and waste is not the only

      problem. Indirect effects, such as the construction of new roads, often cause more damage to wildlife

      habitats.

      Extractive industries are not the only sectors under pressure from conservationists. Tourism is posing a

      threat to many environmentally sensitive regions, following a doubling of visitor numbers to developing

      country "hotspots" rich in biodiversity, the United Nations Environment Programme said last week.

      Companies involved in agriculture, timber, paper, fish and palm oil - either directly or through their supply

      chains - are also coming under scrutiny.

      Companies may argue that their impact on fragile environments is often less important than factors such as

      climate change, population increase and invasive species. But governments, which have promised significant

      reductions in the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010, view raising standards in the private sector as an

      important tool in preserving habitats and ecosystems.

      Some institutional investors are also beginning to put pressure on companies. "There is growing interest in

      the investment industry in biodiversity," says Kerry ten Kate, director for investor responsibility, of Insight

      Investment, the asset manager of HBOS.

      Investors are concerned about long-term strategic risks, such as potential legal action over pollution,

      damage to reputation and difficulties in getting access to new sites, she says. As well as bestowing a

      "licence to operate", conservation measures can benefit a company's reputation.

      Ms ten Kate welcomed the decision of Shell and the members of the International Council on Mining and

      Metals to avoid projects in the World Heritage sites - which cover more than 1 per cent of the earth.

      But corporate efforts to preserve biodiversity can prove contentious. Local communities may view

      conservation measures as efforts to deprive them of access to ancestral lands and resources. Shareholders

      may be concerned about a decision to put a potentially valuable site off-limits.

      A company's reputation can be damaged by a token approach to biodiversity in the absence of good

      all-round environmental management, as campaigners brandish accusations of "greenwash".

      For many conservationists, the decision to treat World Heritage Properties as "no go" areas does not go far

      enough. Campaigners at the World Parks Congress pressed the oil and mining companies to protect all

      national parks from exploitation.

      But the explicit commitment to conservation made by these companies is significant, according to Achim

      Steiner, director general of IUCN, the World Conservation Union.

      "While many issues and objectives remain to be addressed, this is an important milestone," he said.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Environmental Data Interactive, UK

    Tourism danger to world’s most threatened areas

    A new report has highlighted the threats and opportunities that tourism can have on biodiversity. 

    The report, Tourism and biodiversity: Mapping Tourism’s global footprint, published by Conservation International (CI) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), is the most comprehensive study of the effects of tourism on biological diversity across the globe, according to its authors. 

    It highlights the fact that tourism has increased by more than 100% between 1990 and 2000 in those regions richest in plant and animal species,   sometimes with devastating effects. These include removing pristine forests

    for infrastructure development, pollution, water shortages and degradation of water supplies. 

    Tourism development is increasingly linked to the developing countries of  the world, which are often home to areas of high biodiversity, and is a   principal export of the 49 least developed countries. While this can bring

    some economic benefit, it can also prove volatile – uprooting indigenous people, forcing currency fluctuations, and causing social disruption, the paper says. 

    The study claims that tourism increased by more than 2000% in Laos and Cambodia, nearly 500% in South Africa, over 300% in Brazil, Nicaragua and El Salvador, and 128% in the Dominican Republic. 

    The report highlighted the Mexican resort of Cancun, where the world trade  talks are being held, as an example of tourism having a negative impact on the environment. “Prior to its development as a tourist resort in the 1970s, only 12 families lived on the barrier island of Cancun,” it said. 

    Cancun now has 2.6 million visitors a year, 75% of the sewage in the settlement that has grown nearby is untreated, and the local mangrove and inland forests have been cut down. 

    However, the report also illustrates how sustainable, responsible tourism can have a positive impact on biodiversity. 

    Costas Christ, Senior Director for Ecotourism at CI said: “By linking tourism development with biodiversity conservation and the well being of local communities, we can develop strategies that both conserve the most

    endangered ecosystems and make a significant contribution to alleviating poverty.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

18 September 2003
General Environmental news

Mauritius to ban CFC from 2005 

Port-Louis, Maurice (PANA) - Mauritius will ban ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbons or CFC from 2005, five years before the deadline set for developing countries, Environment Minister Rajesh Bhagwan said Wednesday. Launching a national campaign on ozone layer protection in Port-Louis, the Minister said the country would achieve the goal through legal and other measures in place. He cited the 1999 Consumer Protection (Price and Supplies Control) Act against the import of aerosols containing CFC as one of the measures. A 40 percent customs duty has been slammed on all CFC products, while the tax on ozone-friendly products is lower, Bhagwan added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012677&dte=17/09/2003
Congress on Congo basin billed for Canada 

Libreville, Gabon (PANA) - An international forestry congress devoted to the enhancement of the Congo basin forested massifs convenes 21-28 September in Montreal, Canada, official sources have said here. Gabonese Non-governmental Organization "Growth Health Environment" will participate in the forum, represented by its chairman Nicaise Moulombi, who is already in Canada. The world forestry congress is held annually. The Gabonese NGO has been promoting the enhancement of the Congo Basin forested massifs, said Gabon's Economic and Social Council  (CES) in a statement yesterday. The Council, which has recommended the NGO, hopes a global fund for the protection of the Congo basin forested massifs would be set up at the end of the congress.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012657&dte=17/09/2003
African fund assists Burkina Faso's water supply 

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Burkina Faso has obtained a loan of 15 million Units of Account (UA), or US$21.02 million and a grant of five million UA from the African Development Fund (ADF) to finance a drinking water supply programme. The objective of the programme, whose funds were approved by the ADF board of directors, is to improve the living conditions of the population, enhance their economic and health conditions as well as help reduce the incidence of water borne diseases. Improving drinking water and sanitation services and providing a study paper for the preparation of Drinking Water Supply activities in rural areas are the programme's specific objectives, says a news release from the African Development Bank (ADB) in Tunis, Tunisia.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012581&dte=17/09/2003
World Parks Congress adopts more conservation strategies 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The 5th World Parks Congress ended Wednesday with policymakers, conservationists and environment ministers adopting the Durban Accord comprising strategies for preserving protected areas around the world. The Durban Accord calls for a "commitment to ensure that globalization and trade agreements do not hinder the capacity of protected areas to achieve their core aims." In closing remarks, South Africa's Deputy President Jacob Zuma who congratulated delegates on the progress they made, saying, "this conference has indicated that indeed, there is cause to celebrate." Zuma noted that protected area coverage has tripled over the past 20 years and has provided society with immeasurable benefits, such as clean water, fish stocks, flood protection and reduction of poverty through supporting sustainable livelihoods. Increasingly, protected areas are providing impetus for sustaining international friendship, peace and security through burgeoning trans-frontier conservation area initiatives across the world, he said. The World Conservation Union says the Accord represents the cumulative wisdom and sentiment of the 2,500 participants that attended the Congress. It urged commitment to involve local communities in the creation and management of protected areas.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012615&dte=17/09/2003
Initiative to Fund Africa's Protected Areas

BuaNews (Pretoria): In an effort to protect Africa's bio-diversity and natural resources and to further build financial capacity for these areas, African conservationists have launched a trust fund to generate income in this regard. The African Protected Areas Trust Fund (APATF) is a result of Africa's concerned conservationists who gathered at United Nations headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, last year to discuss major challenges facing the management of bio-diversity on the continent. As the outcome of their discussions, they launched the African Protected Areas Initiative (APAI) at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg last year. Launching the Trust Fund at the fifth World Parks Congress here yesterday, Murphy Morobe chairperson of the South African National Parks Board said APAI would help African countries meet their obligations under international conventions and to improve their management of protected areas. The trust fund was launched with the theme: 'Focus on Africa's protected areas'.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309170217.html
Court fines Japanese for poaching rare South African plants 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - A Japanese national has been fined 75,000 rand by the Regional Court in Oudtshoorn near here for illegal possession of 564 rare Haworthia plants. The plants are listed among protected species and it is a criminal offence to possess them. Cape Nature Conservation's Green Crime Unit apprehended Dr. Masahiko Hayashi, 56, after receiving a tip-off from a member of the public. He was found guilty in the Regional Court in Oudtshoorn on Tuesday for illegal possession of the plants. In a separate incident, a tour bus filled with Japanese tourists was pulled over at a roadblock near Oudtshoorn last week and a careful search revealed receipts for two packages containing the plants that were posted to Japan. The Haworthia is a much sought-after plant, especially in Japan, and has become known as a collector's item. The Environmental Crime Unit has been tasked to monitor, regulate and prevent environmental crime in the province.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012599&dte=17/09/2003
_________________________________________________________________________________________

 ROAP Media Update – 18 September 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

Findings Show Recovery of the Ozone Layer 
The International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer is being observed today. And in a message marking the occasion, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says that recent findings by atmospheric scientists showed that the level of chlorine in the upper atmosphere is at or near its peak. UN Spokesman, Fred Eckhard, says the Secretary-General notes that as a result we are now seeing the recovery of the ozone layer: 
"However he warns we cannot be complacent. Even greater political commitment and further action is required to ensure full compliance with the Montreal Protocol on Substances that deplete the ozone layer." 
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP), warned that every year, there are more than 130-thousand new cases of melanoma skin cancer worldwide as a result of ultraviolet radiation from the sun - a consequence of ozone depletion. 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0309/S00206.htm 

Reducing pesticide use studied
More than 60 Chinese and overseas environmental protection experts attended a seminar in Beijing yesterday to discuss a draft program for China to reduce the consumption and production of methyl bromide.
Methyl bromide, a broad-ranging pesticide, has been identified as an ozone-depleting substance. Scientific research showed that each atom of bromine from methyl bromide that reaches the stratosphere destroys approximately 60 times more ozone than each atom of chlorine from CFCs.
China has completed a draft of its national action program for the phase-out of methyl bromide and will submit the draft to the 41st meeting of the executive committee of the multilateral fund of the Montreal Protocol, Zhu Guangyao, deputy director of the State Environmental Protection Administration, said at the one-day seminar co-sponsored by SEPA and the United Nations Environment Program.
http://english.eastday.com/epublish/gb/paper1/1029/class000100004/hwz160464.htm 


Lanka has ratified all major international conventions 
Daily News, Sept 18, 2003 (by Florence Wickramage) - Sri Lanka has kept to all its obligations arising out of the commitments under the Multilateral Environmental Agreements. The Government has also developed national policy documents and action plans to address environmental issues. 
This was stated by Environment and Natural Resources Minister Rukman Senanayake in his keynote address at the inaugural session of the five day Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on Compliance with and Enforcement of MEAs in Colombo on Sunday. 
…Director General, SACEP Mahboob Elahi, Legal advisor to the Executive Director Ms. Amy Hindman, Facilitator Donald Kamaru and Manjit Iqbal from the UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific were among the guests present on the occasion.

http://www.dailynews.lk/2003/09/18/new18.html 


General environment news

Floods kill six in Bangladesh 
Six people have reportedly been killed and more than 200,000 have fled their homes in Bangladesh after heavy rains and the release of dam waters caused floods in the country's north-west.
Officials say the floods have spread in the past few days across three districts after the Padma river - known in India as the Ganges - burst its banks.
http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNA_947966.htm 

___________________________________________________________________________ROWA MEDIA UPDATE 

Bahrain

The Secretary –General Message on the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer 16 September 2003 has been circulated to the local newspaper in West Asia.

Bahrain on track in ozone battle

BAHRAIN is on track towards meeting Montreal Protocol amendments demanding the reduction, and eventually the banning, of ozone depleting substances (ODS).

As the world celebrates International Ozone Day, the kingdom's National Ozone Unit reports that it is ahead of schedule in its programme to reduce the imports of Chloro Fluoro Carbons (CFC) and other substances to meet the protocol's requirements.

"The protocol requires imports to fall by 2005 to 50 per cent of what they were as an average for the years 1995 to 1997 but if everything goes according to plan, imports will fall to 46pc," said national ozone officer and senior environmental specialist Jaffer Ahmed Salman.

The unit, which currently falls under the umbrella of the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife, started its programme informally as early as 1989. 

It was officially started in 1999 following a ministerial decree to fall in line with the international agreement

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=61719&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26181
Lebanon

Humayed: Water wealth could be better used

Lebanon needs to implement a global water policy for daily consumption, industry, agriculture and power generation, according to Energy and Water Minister Ayoub Humayed. 
“Abundant water resources are useless if they cannot be harnessed,” Humayed said Tuesday during the Lebanon Water Policy Program (LWPP) seminar at the Marriott Hotel in Beirut, adding that “constructing lakes and dams is currently at the top of our priority list.” 
The LWPP was initiated in September 2002, with the signing of a memorandum of understanding between the ministry and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) to strengthen Lebanon’s water sector. 
“The LWPP will not end up in fancy reports to be shelved at the ministry,” Sana Saliba, a representative of USAID, said. “It is intended to provide a practical tool in better managing water resources.”

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/business/17_09_03_a.asp
UAE

H.H. Shiekh Hmaid Al-Nua’aimy granted 70 Million Dirham from his own money to the Sewage Company in Ajman, in order to facilitate it to the citizens.  

http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=133513&Journal=9/17/2003
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

Environment News

Le Figaro, 17 septembre: “L'eau des villes chinoises de plus en plus rare et polluée”

PEKIN (AFP) - L'eau des villes chinoises, qui connaissent une croissance rapide de leur population, est de plus en plus rare et polluée, selon les conclusions d'une réunion d'experts rapportées mercredi par le China Daily…

A Pékin, la moitié des 1,2 milliard de tonnes d'eaux usées que la ville produit annuellement sont rejetées sans être traitées dans les cours d'eaux qui la traverse….

A cause d'une ignorance en matière de protection de l'environnement, Pékin est confronté au problème de la pollution de l'eau", selon Liu Hangui, directeur de la Commission urbaine de la Société des ingénieurs hydrauliciens de Chine, qui tenait mardi sa réunion annuelle à Shanghai.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030917053431.qhm3jr8t.html
Le Figaro, 16 septembre: “Lancement d'un débat sur la politique de l'eau auprès du grand public”

PARIS (AFP) - La ministre de l'Ecologie Roselyne Bachelot a invite..les Français à participer à un débat national sur la politique de l'eau, destiné à préparer à une nouvelle loi sur l'eau qu'elle compte présenter en juin 2004 au conseil des ministres…La "conférence de citoyens", la troisième organisée en France après celle sur les OGM en 1998 et le changement climatique en février 2002, réunira les 22 et 23 novembre à Paris 15 citoyens sélectionnés par un organisme de sondage et représentatifs de la population adulte nationale.

L'enquête élargie est un questionnaire disponible à la fois sur internet (www.environnement.gouv.fr) et dans une brochure diffusée à 100.000 exemplaires par les associations de consommateurs et d'usagers de l'eau, les ONG et les collectivités locales.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030916155537.wtgti836.html
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Liberia: UN sends food to tens of thousands for first time in months

*
Top UN envoy ‘delighted’ at Nigerian warning to Liberian ex-president

*
UN war crimes court doubles sentence of Bosnian Serb prison warden to 15 years

*
Former junta commander transferred into custody of Sierra Leone court

*
Sudan: government and rebel group agree to allow aid access to 500,000 – UN

*
Annan says UN has successfully assisted Timor-Leste maintain stability 

*
UN atomic watchdog steps up efforts against nuclear terrorism

*
Sports make the world a healthier and less dangerous place – UN report

* * * * 

Liberia

17 September – The United Nations has sent food to tens of thousands of people in the rebel-held Liberian city of Buchanan for the first time since heavy fighting erupted between the government and rebels earlier this year, but hundreds of thousands more in the West African country have received no humanitarian aid for months.

A convoy of food trucks arrived last night in Buchanan, a port city 100 kilometres southeast of the capital Monrovia, following the deployment just outside the city of troops from the West African peacekeeping force ECOMIL, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) announced today.

Distribution of cereals, pulses and vegetable oil is due to start today to some 32,000 people in the city, which had been cut off for months by fighting round Monrovia.

“This is an encouraging start, but security remains a huge problem for most of the country and there are still hundreds of thousands of people out there, who have received no humanitarian aid for months,” WFP Liberia Country Director Justin Bagirishya said. “It is vital that we reach them over the coming weeks.”

WFP is also starting food distributions this week to tens of thousands of displaced Liberians and refugees from Sierra Leone in camps outside Monrovia. Over the past month, the agency has provided food assistance to some 420,000 people, most of them displaced by the fighting and living in temporary shelters in the capital.

“Our capacity was seriously damaged by looting and destruction,” Mr. Bagirishya said. “We are now working round the clock to restore the operational capacity we need to feed half a million people. We are also doing all we can to bring additional stocks into the country and we hope that the peacekeepers can extend their area of control to give us access to people who desperately need our assistance.”

Even before the fighting reached Monrovia, more than half a million people had been displaced across the country by 14 years of civil war. The situation deteriorated rapidly in the first part of this year and by June, humanitarian organizations had access to only about 25 per cent of the country.

* * * 

Liberia

17 September – The top United Nations envoy to Liberia said today he was “delighted” at a Nigerian announcement that it was clamping down on the ability of exiled former President Charles Taylor of Liberia to interfere in the affairs of his homeland, where the UN is trying to restore peace and democracy after 14 years of conflict.
In an interview with UN Radio, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Klein, said it was important that the Nigerian Government has made a very strong statement.
Mr. Klein has expressed concern over reports that Mr. Taylor was exerting influence over government members still in Monrovia, the Liberian capital.

According to published reports, a statement issued on behalf of Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo yesterday warned Mr. Taylor against interfering in his war-torn nation, a month after he accepted exile in Nigeria as part of an internationally backed peace deal.

“The conditions, given and accepted by Mr. Taylor, for his asylum in Nigeria clearly forbid any interference in the ongoing political process aimed at ending the prolonged crisis in Liberia,” the statement said.

“The Government of Nigeria has made it clear to Mr. Taylor that it will not tolerate any breach of this condition and others which forbid him from engaging in active communications with anyone engaged in political, illegal or governmental activities in Liberia,” it added.

* * *

ICTY

17 September – Ruling on appeals filed by both the defence and prosecution, the United Nations war crimes court in The Hague today doubled to 15 years the jail term imposed on the Bosnian Serb warden of a notorious prison in eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina on charges including the murder and torture of non-Serbs.

The Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) dismissed the five grounds submitted by the defence and granted six of the seven submitted by the prosecution in the case of Milorad Krnojelac, a mathematics teacher before becoming warden of Kazneno-Popravni Dom prison in 1992.

The chamber quashed Mr. Krnojelac’s acquittal in March 2002 on two counts of crimes against humanity (torture and murders) and two of violations of the laws or customs of war (torture and murders), convicting him on all four.

It expanded his criminal responsibility for the imprisonment of and inhumane acts against non-Serb civilians, and for cruel treatment for the detention conditions, finding him guilty as a co-perpetrator, and not only an accomplice.

The chamber also found him guilty as a co-perpetrator in the forced labour, deportations and expulsions as crimes against humanity, on which he had been acquitted by the Trial Chamber.

* * *

Sierra Leone

17 September – An alleged former junta commander was transferred today into the custody of the Special Court for Sierra Leone to await trial on 17 counts of war-crime charges.

The charges against Santigie Kanu, also known as “Brigadier 55,” include crimes against humanity, violations of the Geneva Conventions, and other serious violations of international humanitarian law, according to a press release from the Special Court. 

Mr. Kanu is being held at the Court’s detention facility in Freetown, and will make his initial appearance before a Special Court judge early next week. 

He had been in the custody of Sierra Leone’s national courts since March on treason charges. 

* * * 

Sudan

17 September – The Sudanese Government and the rebel group in the country today signed an agreement to allow “free and unimpeded” humanitarian access to the Darfur region, raising hope among United Nations agencies of reaching 500,000 previously cut-off people in dire need of aid.

The agreement between the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement/Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Army (SPLA/SPLA) and the Government puts an end to access constraints that began last March in the region covering some 20 per cent of that country’s territory, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

The humanitarian situation in Darfur has deteriorated over the past six months due in part to fighting and banditry that resulted in the displacement of large numbers of civilians. There have been reports of deliberate attacks against civilians by armed groups, OCHA said.

 
Access constraints caused by both fighting and adverse weather conditions brought on by the rainy season had caused a sharp reduction in the number of people who were able to receive aid. UN humanitarian agencies hope to regain access to all of the 500,000 people who had been receiving aid before the restrictions began.  

Historically, the Greater Darfur Region had a vibrant and diversified economy, comprising agricultural production, livestock, forestry, small scale and processing industries, financial, trade, transport and marketing activities. The region is now among the poorest and most neglected in the Sudan. 

On Monday, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs in Sudan, Tom Vraalsen, and the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in the country, Mukesh Kapila, announced a plan for future humanitarian operations called the “Greater Darfur Special Initiative.” 

The Initiative aims to accelerate the provision of humanitarian relief to the most vulnerable groups, help defuse immediate triggers to violence through “quick-start peace impact” measures and to assist Sudanese stakeholders to build confidence and begin addressing the longer-term underlying factors that generate conflict. The UN is seeking $22.8 million for this project.

* * *

Timor-Leste

17 September – While the United Nations mission in Timor-Leste has successfully assisted the country in maintaining stability and order, it is not certain whether the Government will be able to put all necessary structures in place before the UN’s departure next year, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report released today.

“Recognizing that security and stability are a prerequisite for the rehabilitation and development on Timor-Leste, UNMISET [UN Mission of Support in East Timor] and the entities of the United Nations system are intensifying their efforts to address key institutional challenges,” Mr. Annan reports to the General Assembly.

He says the UN and its various agencies and partners continue to take the necessary measures to ensure that national security and governance structures are in place and functioning satisfactorily when UNMISET completes its mission mandate.

“However, it is not certain at the present stage whether the Government of Timor-Leste will be able to achieve those goals completely before the departure of UNMISET in May 2004,” the Secretary-General notes.

Covering the period from July 2002 to July 2003, the report highlights the assistance provided in building the public administration’s capacity to respond to the evolving security situation and emerging development requirements. It also examines humanitarian relief efforts, particularly in justice, agriculture, health, education and infrastructure rehabilitation.

Mr. Annan says the UNMISET police component continues to transfer its authority to the National Police Force of Timor-Leste (PNTL); however, “significant challenges remain to be faced in strengthening the PNTL and building its capacity to assume sole responsibility for law enforcement in Timor-Leste.”

Efforts have also been made to develop the police force as a viable law-and-order organ, including successful capacity-building workshops “which sought to bring the PNTL into line with internationally accepted standards of policing,” he writes.

* * *

Nuclear terrorism

17 September – Stepping up its efforts to thwart nuclear terrorism, the United Nations atomic watchdog has raised $23 million for security measures ranging from emergency plans against “malicious acts” to combating the smuggling of radioactive materials, but more still needs to be done, the agency said today.

“On the safety and security front, we can take satisfaction in the degree of progress, but we must remain vigilant, and clearly much work is still urgently needed,” International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei told the agency’s 47th General Conference in Vienna.

“Despite the increased level of attention given to the security of radioactive sources since September 2001, many countries still lack the programmes and resources to properly respond to the threat of nuclear and radiological terrorism,” Mr. ElBaradei said in his opening address on Monday, according to a news release today.

The release noted that nearly $23 million had been pledged to the IAEA’s Nuclear Security Fund in voluntary contributions from 21 countries and one donor organization in the campaign to strengthen “countries’ nuclear security arrangements against malicious acts” following the terrorist attacks on the United States on 11 September 2001. Of this over $13 million had already been received.

As part of the campaign, the IAEA is helping member states identify and protect vulnerabilities at their nuclear installations, including nuclear material in use, storage or transport. It has run 40 related advisory and evaluation missions throughout Europe, Asia and Latin America since September 2001, and convened 60 training courses, workshops and seminars.

The agency has helped countries locate and secure orphaned or obsolete radioactive sources, develop emergency plans in the event of radiological emergencies from malicious acts, set up strong national regulatory oversight bodies and national source registries, and provide training and assistance to prevent illicit nuclear trafficking.

In order to counter nuclear smuggling, the IAEA is helping beef-up member states’ abilities to detect radioactive material at their borders and respond to illicit trafficking in conjunction with the international police organization Interpol, Europol, the Universal Postal Union and the European Commission.

* * *

Sports

17 September – The world would be a healthier and less dangerous place if nations invested more seriously in their citizens’ right to participate in sports, according to a report launched today by 10 United Nations agencies.

“The aim of the United Nations activities involving sport is not the creation of new sporting champions and the development of sport but rather the use of sport in broader development and peace-building activities,” states the report, published at the request of Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Launched at UN Headquarters in New York, the report says team sports embrace core values such as cooperation, social interaction, fair play, sharing and respect. Participation in sports and other physical activity also has public health benefits.

Initiatives incorporating sports are used to promote drug-free lifestyles, control aggression and build volunteer support for multiple causes. Thousands of street children and orphans also learn life skills while sharing in basketball, dance and other activities.

The report, entitled “Sports as a Tool for Development and Peace: Towards Achieving the Millennium Development Goals,” states that the UN has only scratched the surface of possibilities for integrating physical activity, recreation and sports activities into development programming.

The agencies agree that much more should be done to build interest shown by the world of sports in UN issues. “The time is ripe to develop a coherent and systematic strategy for increasing the use of sport within the United Nations. A common framework needs to be established that draws together sport-related initiatives and actors across the different sectors,” notes the report.

Among its recommendations, the report urges countries to incorporate sport and physical activity into their development policies and to provide resources for initiatives that maximize participation and access to sport for all.

The Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Carol Bellamy, and the Special Adviser to Mr. Annan on Sport for Development and Peace, Adolf Ogi, co-chaired the Task Force that wrote the report.

“The report makes a very strong advocacy for the idea that sport is a practical and a cost-effective vehicle to assist the United Nations system in proceeding forward to reach the Millennium Development goals,” Ms. Bellamy told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

“The message is that we’re shifting the idea of sport, not as a luxury, but as an extraordinary tool that can be used to achieve development and peaceful goals,” she added.

Mr. Ogi underscored the idea that the report is about “cooperation, teamwork, discipline,” stressing the critical role of sports in the education of children. “Through sport you can create a better world,” he said.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Lions" ��The Guardian - Vanishing lions Proud  predator in decline�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Business Daily - UNEP awards ozone protection�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eden" ��Earth Island Journal - Restoring the Garden of Eden�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wildlife" ��Financial Times (London) - Oil and mining groups urged to act responsibly over threatened wildlife�








* Op-ed "So that your grandchildren will know what a fish is" by Klaus Toepfer published by Italian daily L'Unita on 11 September 
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