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UN News Centre

UN environmental agency opens new regional office in Brazil

16 April 2004 – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) opened a new office today in the Brazilian capital, Brasilia, to promote renewable and more efficient energy use and to develop better early warning systems and emergency responses to natural disasters.

Inaugurating the office, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said it marked an important stage in developing the agency's activities across Latin America.

"It should also be mentioned that Brazil is one of the world leaders in the areas of biomass-based renewable energy and is also one of the nations with a rich and important source of genetic diversity," he said.

UNEP said in a statement that it hopes the office will allow it to more effectively respond to the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, drawn up in 2002 at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in the South African city. That plan outlined how the world can take a more coordinated approach to achieving sustainable development and the local and regional levels.

Apart from developing and advocating greener forms of energy use, and enhancing the emergency response to natural disasters, UNEP's Brasilia office will also study climate change, biodiversity, land degradation, and water and chemical management issues.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
GreenBiz.com

United Nations Wakes Up to Sustainable Coffee

NEW YORK, April 19, 2004 - Cafeterias and coffee shops throughout the United Nations offices in New York are now serving sustainable coffee to the delegates, diplomats, and visitors who walk its prestigious halls.

Rainforest Alliance-certified coffee, acclaimed both for its gourmet taste and its assurances for protection of workers and the environment, will be supplied by Java City, a specialty coffee roaster, wholesaler and retailer.

“When you serve coffee at the United Nations, you are serving it to the world. And all of the coffee-growing countries around the globe are among the 192 UN member nations,” said Dr. Noel Brown, former head of United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and Rainforest Alliance Board member.

Coffee, the world’s second largest commodity after oil, is subject to price volatility and economic upheavals just as oil is. Over 25 million workers are employed by the coffee industry worldwide, but overproduction has caused a plummet in prices, forcing many of them into poverty.

Virtually all coffee is grown in the tropics, where farming often ruins waterways and threatens the survival of rare plant and wildlife species. On Rainforest Alliance-certified farms, the environmental and social dimensions of coffee farming are significantly improved as soils are conserved, tropical forests are preserved and replanted, rivers and other key wildlife habitats are protected and workers are provided fair wages, decent housing, schools and access to health care.

“Over the past 20 years, the terms of trade have become worse for commodity farmers,” said Dr. Adnan Amin, director of the New York office of UNEP. “The chemicals and waste produced by destructive coffee farming have an impact on our health, on our children, and on the environment. Certification adds value to these small producers, and is a real service to the international community. We would like to see more partnerships like this that affect real people in real, measurable terms.”

“Serving Rainforest Alliance-certified coffee at UN Headquarters highlights the important relationship between biodiversity conservation and poverty reduction,” said Sean Southey, manager of the United Nations Development Programme’s Equator Initiative. “Purchasing this coffee supports the world’s coffee farmers, and also ensures that the natural environment of coffee farms can be conserved for the future. Ultimately, how dollars are spent in the developed world has a major effect on sustainability in the developing world. At the United Nations, we have now have a chance to ‘walk the talk’-- to put our dollar behind the issues we talk about. This speaks to the future of sustainable development.”

“We came out of [the World Summit for Sustainable Development in] Johannesburg with a strong mandate to form partnerships. The Rainforest Alliance’s work with the coffee industry is such a partnership for sustainable development in action, one that the United Nations community will take seriously in helping to achieve its vision for a better world,” added Dr. Brown.

Demand is growing for sustainable coffee, due in large part to better taste. Sustainable coffees are mostly shade-grown, slowly, in carefully stewarded tropical environments, as opposed to clear-cut, full-sun, chemical-intensive, faster growing varieties which have lately wreaked havoc with the coffee commodities market as well as tropical ecosystems. Sustainable practices involve intense hand labor, natural pest control through biodiversity and careful matching of plant material and farming techniques to the local ecosystem.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Sustainable Environment Key to Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction, says First Atlas of the Greater Mekong Subregion

Manila, Bangkok, 19 April 2004 - Environmental degradation remains one of the most pressing challenges in the countries sharing the Mekong River - a region rich in resources but with a high poverty rate. With wise stewardship of the environment and natural resources, the countries can ensure sustainable livelihoods for their people.

That is the message of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Atlas of the Environment, the first book of its kind celebrating the GMS, jointly published today by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP).

The Atlas provides comprehensive environmental information, the scarcity of which is a major constraint on sustainable development planning and decision-making in the subregion. About 250 million people, most of them in rural areas, inhabit the five countries and one province of the subregion: Cambodia, Yunnan Province of the People's Republic of China, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam. 

Extensively illustrated by photographs, maps, remote sensing images, tables, graphs and text, the Atlas showcases the wealth of the region’s natural resources - including water, minerals, energy, wetlands, forestlands, biodiversity, protected areas, agriculture and fisheries - and the efforts being made to tackle the region's environmental problems. It also discusses the relationship between the environment and the peoples of the GMS.

In recent decades, the environment, along with poverty, has moved to center stage as a critical issue. There is now wider realization that these concerns are closely related and that poverty reduction and environment protection are mutually supportive in the long run.

In the Foreword of the Atlas, ADB President Tadao Chino and UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer note that, "The Atlas clearly demonstrates how the countries of the subregion are bound by shared natural resources, the commonality of the challenges facing these countries, and the need for subregional cooperation in conserving the environment to enable them to pursue sustainable development goals." They also cite the commitment of the Leaders of the GMS countries to this objective as shown in their 2002 Summit declaration which said: "We must and will better protect our environment. We will take responsibility and leadership for the sustainable management of our natural and shared resources."

The book forms part of a major effort to promote regional cooperation on the environment under the GMS Program, which ADB has assisted since the Program began in 1992.

At a launch of the Atlas in Manila this morning, Mr. Chino called on all stakeholders in the GMS region to work hand in hand for the preservation of the environment for the benefit of future generations. ADB and UNEP are working closely with environmental issues and help provide for a sustainable future for the subregion. 

Notes to Editors

The Atlas shows the GMS's current population of a quarter of a billion is expected to grow to 290 million by 2015. Economic growth over the next two decades is likely to come from increases in manufacturing and services, rather than agriculture.

Thailand, the economic hub for the subregion, looks set to double its demand in natural resources in the next quarter century as a result of such growth and rising consumption levels. Although agriculture employs 50% of Thailand's people, it accounts for 9% of GDP. Agriculture is currently practiced on 21% of the subregion's land.

Increasing agricultural productivity needed to meet rising populations and consumption brings with it the specter of further wetland conversion and forest encroachment and further compounding of salinisation, water pollution from nutrients and increased soil toxicity from chemical use. 

Given the increasingly limited income opportunities in rural areas, rural-urban migration is expected to increase markedly. Provision for 50% more people in urban areas will be needed in less than 15 years.

Water and air pollution in the GMS are localized but raise significant issues, with basic sewage and drainage systems not well maintained, and serious air, surface and groundwater pollution in major metropolitan areas, particularly disposal of industrial effluents and toxic and hazardous by-products of the growing industrial sector.

The contribution of inland fisheries to the economy and welfare has been grossly underestimated. The 55 million or so people in the Lower Mekong River Basin (about a third of the subregion’s area) consume an average of 56.6 kg of fish per person per year. Despite poor regulation, over harvesting, and destructive fishing practices, fisheries yields have been stable or even increasing, but urgent safeguards need to be put in place.

Forty percent of the subregion is classified as forestland but current rates of exploitation are unsustainable and deforestation is a challenge across the region.

Effective conservation of rich biodiversity regions like the Annamite Range rainforests - situated along the border of Lao PDR and Viet Nam and the only place where new species of large mammals have been discovered in the past 50 years - may require the establishment of transboundary protected areas.


Initiatives to protect other significant areas of biodiversity include the designation of the Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve - home to many of Cambodia’s 500 species of freshwater fishes. There are now 550 protected areas in the subregion, of which 380 have biodiversity conservation as a major function.

The atlas documents cross-border environmental issues such as hydropower developments along the Mekong and its tributaries, canalization and other navigational improvements in the Upper Mekong, conflicting maritime claims to offshore fisheries resources, and illegal cross-border trade in timber, wildlife and rare and endangered species.

The atlas assessed country progress in meeting the Millennium Development Goals, and shows more needs to be done to meet the targets committed to by governments. It shows one in five people still live in poverty and large gaps between the haves and have-nots in each country.

The atlas can be ordered through www.adb.org/Publications

Bangkok-based reporters are invited to a launch of the atlas at 7 pm this evening at the Foreign Correspondents Club of Thailand’s clubhouse, Manyeeya Center Building Penthouse, 518/3 Ploenchit Road, Bangkok.

For further information, please contact:

UNEP:  Tim Higham, Regional Information Officer, UNEP, Bangkok at higham@un.org,. tel. no. +66-(0)2-2882127, mob + 66 (0)9- 1283803.

ADB:   Tsukasa Maekawa, ADB Press Officer, Manila at tmaekawa@adb.org, tel.no. 63-917-6251351

UNEP News Release ROAP 2004/5

(Issued jointly with ADB)
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The Scotsman

Global Reporting Initiative picks up momentum

ANTHONY HARRINGTON

PERHAPS the most difficult hurdle faced by any new reporting mechanism, is how to achieve comparability among reports.

It is more or less universally accepted that CSR reporting is a good thing, but without some standardisation and agreement on what should be measured and reported on, it is extremely difficult to see who is helping the planet and who is just looking to wallow in a fashionable green glow.

The need for common standards to report against is overwhelming, and it was a conviction that something had to be done to generate international agreement in this area, that led to the permanent establishment of the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) in 2002.

Since then, after a predictably difficult and slow start, GRI has picked up speed and, as its latest report, for 2003, demonstrates, GRI now has what looks to be an unstoppable momentum. Its reporting standards are already adopted, in whole or in part, by around 300 of the world’s top companies and by a number of national governments.

Commenting on the publication of the GRI’s 2003 Report, the organisation’s chair of the board, Judy Henderson reminded everyone that as recently as five years ago, the concept of sustainability reporting did not even exist.

"GRI itself was only established as a permanent institution some 15 months before our publication of the 2003 Report. However, as 2004 begins, there are now some 380 organisations around the world, most of them companies, that use the GRI sustainability reporting guidelines to report their performance," she comments.

With sustainability reporting, the devil really is in the detail. General guidelines are all very well, but the key metrics for sustainability in the automotive industry are not the same as those for the financial service sector or the mining industries, for example.

To address this issue, the GRI has produced a number of new sector specific reporting tools. It now has sector supplements for the automotive, finance, telecoms and tour operators sectors. More sector supplements are planned.

The GRI is essentially a mechanism for drawing together the views on sustainability reporting from a wide range of stakeholders, and its board accepts that a constant process of revision and amendment is essential if the guidelines are going to map to the realities that both organisations and their many stakeholders find meaningful.

Accordingly, throughout 2003 GRI was involved in a global process of revising the guidelines it published in 2002. It is also hard at work on two new sector supplements, for mining and metals, and for public authority reporting.

GRI accepts membership from corporates and government organisations, and has some 60 members, including Ford and General Motors.

"By supporting GRI financially and in many cases by reporting using GRI, these organisations are at the forefront of efforts to ensure the success of this sustainability initiative," says Henderson.

Roger Adams, the technical director of the UK Association of Chartered Certified Accountants, which has run an awards programme for CSR reporting for the past seven years, is one of the founding members of GRI. His involvement goes back to the pre-history of GRI, when it was simply a voluntary steering committee.

"We were pretty naive about standards in those days," he remembers. "We thought that if we could only manage to define a global set of standards for sustainability reporting, then everyone everywhere would jump into the air and shout Hurray." In fact, what they quickly discovered was the sector specific nature of much of sustainability reporting.

"The more we get out and talk to Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) fund managers and investors, and to the preparers of CSR reports, the more it becomes clear that a sectoral guideline is the way that everyone wants this project to go," he says.

Nevertheless, as Adams points out, much good work was done in the early days, in association with the United Nations Environmental Programme.

"There were some 15 stakeholder groups and organisations from around the world represented on the first GRI steering panel and our first meeting with the UN folks was at the end of 1997," he remembers.

The steering committee lasted until the end of 2001, when GRI acquired its present board structure and was formally set up . It is now headquartered in Amsterdam, thanks to a million-dollar award from the Dutch government and the City of Amsterdam

The nuts and bolts research work on the guidelines during these early years was handled by CERES in Boston, and the Tellus Institute, which specialises in environmental economics and environmental accounting. These two organisations drew up the first GRI guidelines.

So is Adams pleased with the progress made so far? Not really, he says.

"We would like to see far more companies adopting the guidelines. We have about 500 organisations out there citing GRI as part of their reporting. However, the number of organisations who are claiming to report fully in accordance with GRI is probably less than 50 in total," he comments.

This low number is explained in part by the fact that many companies who would expect to report in accordance with GRI in 2004, would have taken the 2002 guidelines as the basis for putting formal systems in place in their organisations through 2003, he suggests.

These organisations will have done the necessary testing and documentation work and will be in a position to report in 2004.

Obviously, a huge boost for GRI would be to get formal endorsement from national governments or the European Union.

"In 2004 we are looking for the EU to make recommendations at the reporting level for companies publishing CSR reports and we expect to see GRI being in there in a very important way," Adams says.

In its 2003 report, GRI sets it sights on having at least 600 corporate reporters (as it terms them) by the end of 2005. In addition it expects to get public authorities, NGOs and international organisations in increasing numbers using its guidelines. Already, governments in Canada, Australia, the Netherlands and France have issued national level reporting frameworks based on GRI guidelines.

The GRI points out that the Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) community has grown remarkably over the last 24 months. For the SRI community, the GRI reporting framework is increasingly seen as a key tool to progress in many of the areas and sectors of interest to this group. SRI funds such as Barclays, Calvert, Henderson, Hermes and Insight are all requesting companies to report on GRI Guidelines.

One interesting point is that through 2003, some 15 companies in the US had shareholder resolutions filed against them, demanding a CSR report based on GRI guidelines.

The trend of legal action against companies failing to comply with stakeholder interest in meaningful CSR reporting seems to be gathering momentum.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Daily Star

Water development for a better future

Md. Saeedur Rahman

Water is the single-most important resource for the well-being of nation's population but unfortunately its management faces immense challenge. The most critical of these are alternating flood and water scarcity during the wet and the dry seasons, ever-expanding water needs of a growing economy and population, and massive river sedimentation and bank erosion. Main sources of water are rainfall, river flows and groundwater. The average annual rainfall is 2300mm. River flows have huge seasonal variations with the combined flow of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra typically increasing from less than 10,000m3/s early in the year to a peak of 80,000 to 140,000 m3/s in late August or early September. Alluvial aquifers are recharged through rainfall and flooding and replenish every year, except in areas where groundwater abstraction exceeds recharge.

Efforts to formulate a water resources management plan aimed at enhanced agricultural production date back to the early 1960s. Following the severe floods in 1954 and 1955, several studies were undertaken and plan developed in Krug Mission Report of 1957, General Hardin's Report of 1963 and Professor Thijsee's Report of 1964. A master plan was drawn up in 1964. Its proposals centred on large-scale public works involving embankment, pumping station and irrigation canal. The Land and Water Sector Study in 1972 recognised the problems of large-scale conventional flood control and irrigation schemes in a setting with high population density and a complex water regime. This suggested for flood control, small-scale quick-yielding projects with low gestation period in shallow flooded areas. Indiscriminate and extensive use of surface and groundwater and increasing demand in other sub-sectors (e.g. navigation, fishery etc.) led the nation during early eighties to consider that assessment of water resources in the country and their rational allocation for different sub-sectors was essential. Thus emerged the NWP-I in 1987 and updated as NWP-II in 1991.

The Flood Action Plan (FAP) triggered by the severe floods of 1987 and 1988 introduced some innovative ideas like the concept of controlled floodplain areas. A widespread criticism of these plans was that the social and environmental impacts of water resources development were not being addressed. Responding to this Bangladesh Water and Flood Management Strategy in 1995 recommended that the government should formulate a National Water Policy (NWPo) that address these issues and that a comprehensive National Water Management Plan (NWMP) be prepared within this framework. Understanding well that water is not infinite and cannot be treated as free gift of nature to be used in any manner chosen, the government started the preparation of the NWMP. The Development Strategy of the NWMP had accordingly been adopted by the government and the plan is now approved by the National Water Resources Council in March, 2004.

The NWPo is designed to "ensure continued progress towards fulfilling the national goals of economic development, poverty alleviation, food security, public health and safety, decent standard of living for the people and protection of the natural environment." The policy aims to provide direction to all agencies working with the water sector, and institutions that relate to the water sector in one form or another, for achievement of specified objectives. The policy statements of the related sectors provide an extensive framework for management of the water sector. Apparently there are no major contradictions amongst them. There are however some gaps in terms of water planning. The main policy gap is in land use planning. Principles need to be established that will guide management of the massive urban expansion expected over the next 25 years. Future land use planning needs to take account of the plans and capacities of other sectors.

The broad-based NWMP has been guided by the goals and objectives of the NWPo. The development objective of the NWMP has been founded on six clearly defined national goals such as economic development, public health and safety, poverty alleviation, decent standard of living for the people, food security and protection of the natural environment. The plan in its analytical phase of the planning process made assessment of the needs arising within the human and physical environments and arising from these, national goals and policy directives. In order to reflect various strategic prioritisations of the national goals three different options namely the Balanced Development Strategy, Economic Growth Strategy and Health and Environment Strategy were considered. The Balanced Development Strategy wherein selecting Institutional Measures and Development Measures equal importance has been given to all six national goals, was approved by the government. The threats in the resources planning can however be seen as following:

@ Absolute size of the population is to increase by 40 percent over the time-base of the NWMP

@ Agriculture land will be reduced by 20 percent because of land erosion, urbanisation and other reasons

@ Increase in yields of 2 percent per annum is necessary to sustain the current per capita production levels

@ Re-conciliation of 20 per cent land under afforestation with other sectors' demands for land

@ Fall of agriculture's share of GDP from 50 percent in 1970 to 21.9 percent in 2002

@ Slower accretion of coastal lands

@ The nation is one of the countries most at risk if global climate change manifests itself in the form expected by the International Panel on Climate Changes (IPCC)

@ International co-operation on the rivers has been limited and to the contrary, stays surmounted by unilateral upstream withdrawal. Exchange of hydro-data on impending floods is inadequate and on water quality, non-existent

Apart from above, the woolwork of the NWMP in few key fabrics can be assessed in the following specific areas:

Sharing water: Of the 57 transboundary rivers, Bangladesh has only one agreement for water sharing on the Ganges. While critically examining the water sharing agreement/treaty between the Government of Bangladesh and the Government of India to assess their relative merits in terms of the dry season water availability, it has been found that the dry season flow at Hardinge Bridge has dropped significantly after commissioning of Farakka Barrage in India. As far as the performance of the 1996 and 1977 agreements are concerned, the latter performed better than the former during simulations based on pre-Farakka average dry season flow. This indicates that international co-operation and treaties have a significant role in nation's water resources management plan. A thrust is essential to be put on devising tools for negotiating with the international community for acquiring an enabling environment to assist implementation of the plan. The plan is the basis for the future steps.

Disaster management: Cataclysms are a relatively common concurrence. In the last fifty years cyclonic storms have been responsible for a large number of deaths and damaged infrastructures. The 3 out of 10 worst natural disasters of the 20th century in the world occurred in the country in 1942, 1970 and 1991 what resulted in 500,000 people dead. The country has a yearly average of over 44,000 deaths from disaster, the highest average in the world, according to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. The approach adopted for the NWMP addresses mitigation rather than prevention of the water related disasters. The instant directions towards immediate pre-disaster protection to life and properties of people most at risk and, the post-disaster rehabilitation of 123 coastal polders with thousands of infrastructures need to be included in the future investment portfolio. The plan has unfolded the umbrella for the water professionals to cater for the problems.

Climate change: Climate change impacts were investigated through the simulation of the possible situation in 2030 allowing for information derived from a number of Global Models. Only increased sea levels (+300mm), increased discharges of the River Meghna (+14%) and increased precipitation (+7.5%) were allowed. The analysis indicated an increased surge height of between 5 per cent and 20 per cent. Climate change threat for Bangladesh is integrally related to the country's sustainable development. While development could facilitate the introduction of adaptation measures, given the overriding, magnitude of various sectoral and cross-sectoral impacts, climate change offers a major threat to sustainable development itself. The case of Bangladesh is unique in the sense that: unlike other vulnerable island countries, this country will eventually face the multidimensional manifestations of climate change (e.g. flood, cyclone, sea level rise, drainage congestion, salinity, drought etc). The extreme vulnerability is a strong negotiating tool for Bangladesh in the global sustainable development discourse. Rather than being mutually exclusive, adapting to climate change should be seen as a requirement for sustainable development, and mainstreamed in national developmental endeavours. This means that climate change as an issue must come out of the label of "knowledge gap" to take centre stage in implementation of the plan.

Agriculture labor employment: Bangladesh is predominantly an agricultural country and its economy is still largely dependent on agriculture. Between 1984 and 1995, share of agriculture to GDP declined from 41.77 percent to 32.77 percent while the share of the manufacturing and services sectors went up. Despite this, agriculture continues to be the largest provider of jobs. The composition of GDP on agriculture has further declined to 21.9 percent in 2002 from 50 percent in 1970 resulting in corresponding reduction in rural labour employment in agriculture. The eco-migration of agricultural labour at this point of declining requires to be equated to planned management of water resources that eventually over the NWMP time-frame shall have impacts on rural labour employment. The plan has stimulated the water professionals for integration and harmonization in future developments of related sectors.

Rainwater harvesting: People of the Indian Sub-continent have an ancient tradition of rainwater harvesting. Rain water harvesting, generally a socially attractive alternative to large interventions, provides opportunities for decentralised, community-based management of water resources designed to deflate poverty. In the recent days, this has been revived in many parts of India and even beyond. The 4th Dhaka Declaration adapted on a two-day international conference held in January, 2002 on 'Arsenic Contamination of Ground Water : Causes, Effects and Remedies' recommended use of rain water to avoid arsenic related disease. Several NGO forums are already storing rainwater at different southern parts of the country for harvesting pure, arsenic-free water. The plan has paved the way for the planners to articulate the available sources of water for its efficient management.

The illuminating National Water Management Plan heading for a better future of the nation continues to remain monstered by the upcoming election manifesto of giant river linking project of India declared by its Deputy Prime Minister after the President and the Prime Minister. On the face of this, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh on 24 March, 2004 in the parliament urged upon all irrespective of the party affiliations, to resist water withdrawal by India with directives to resolve the bilateral conflict on water issue by taking it up to international level as well as discussing at diplomatic and Joint Rivers Commission levels. The nation's water professionals now have the National Water Management Plan to navigate through and in between for formulating a definite strategy to negotiate with the national and international community, keeping in mind the ruse of dialogues.

Md. Saeedur Rahman is Chief Engineer,Coastal Embankment Rehabilitation Project

(BWDB, Dhaka).
__________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Plan to build emissions scrubber

Power plants will rely on fossil fuels for some time to come

Engineers are trying to build a system to remove the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide from the atmosphere in an effort to reduce climate warming.

Two companies based in Tucson, Arizona, in the US are involved in the project, which aims to complete the first phase of a working unit by early 2005.

Scientists have discussed so-called "wind-scrubbers" in principle but this is the first attempt to build one.

Details of the research are published in Chemistry & Industry magazine.

Allen Wright of Global Research Technologies and his brother Burton Wright of Kelly, Wright Associates decided to use the combined expertise of their firms to build a structure that can capture and store carbon dioxide.

The chemistry and the theory involved in this project shows it can be done

Burton Wright, Kelly, Wright Associates

The system would process large volumes of air with low carbon dioxide (CO2) concentrations.

Unlike current systems to capture plant flue gas from power stations - which remove CO2 at high concentrations - the wind scrubbers would not need to be located near the source of the emissions.

Some researchers believe the principle could be a key element of future frameworks for reducing atmospheric concentrations of the greenhouse gas, mitigating the effects of climate change.

The project is still in its early stages, however, and the design of the scrubber has yet to be formalised. They have specified only that the structure should present a 10-sq-metre area to the wind.

Proof of concept

"The main purpose of the project is to demonstrate that it's technically and economically feasible to do this," Allen Wright told BBC News Online.

He added that the stored CO2 could be supplied to the oil industry for use in the process of enhanced oil recovery.

In this process, CO2 is pumped into depleted oil wells where it acts as a solvent, dissolving residual oil into a solution. This solution is then removed at the well head and the CO2 separated off.

Some say scrubbers could contribute to an overall reduction in CO2

"While that is not a solution to all global CO2 emissions, it is enough to warrant development of the industry to get this technology going," Allen added.

The systems might also find a commercial application with companies involved in emissions trading schemes.

The system will consist of a filter assembly that draws air through it and into contact with a hydroxide solution - probably sodium hydroxide - to remove the CO2.

The hydroxide reacts strongly with carbon dioxide producing carbonate. However, large amounts of energy are needed to sequester CO2 from carbonate, so a commercially viable version of the technology might need to be based upon another reaction.

But, said Allen Wright, "if we can prove it's economically viable using that process, things can only get better".

Drawing board

Not everyone is so enthusiastic about the idea, though.

"I don't think it will work," chemical engineer Howard J Herzog, of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, US, told BBC News Online.

He explained that his own calculations - based on ideas for the project he'd seen so far - suggested the process would not break even in terms of its energy cost.

"You have to put more energy in to clean up the CO2 than you do to make it in the first place," said Mr Herzog. He added that one of the crucial issues was maximising contact between the airstream and the absorbent - in this case the hydroxide.

You have to put more energy in to clean up the CO2 than you do to make it in the first place

Howard J Herzog, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

The team behind the project regard this as a key challenge, but not an insurmountable one. They said they needed to determine the best way to take advantage of natural wind and convection to drive air through the filter.

"It could have plates like a Venetian blind, or spines. Alternatively, it could be a screen with different-sized holes or with shapes cut into it," said Donovan Kelly of Kelly, Wright Associates.

Mr Kelly added that volumes of the hydroxide could also be different at separate levels in the system.

"The chemistry and the theory involved in this project show it can be done. It is obviously carried out at point emission control in power plants. We're just trying to do it at lower concentrations," Burton Wright explained.

Some place faith in the technology because global reliance on fossil fuels is unlikely to decrease in the near future. Allen Wright said he was strongly in favour of developing alternative energy sources.

But in the meantime wind scrubbers would be a more economically viable alternative to retro-fitting old power stations with systems to capture flue gas, he added.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

19 April 2004

General environment news

Panic Grips 10,000 As Dam Swells

The East African Standard (Nairobi): A dam whose banks are threatening to burst following heavy rains has placed over 10,000 villagers in Nyandarua District on the brink of a disaster. The district security committee and Ministry of Water experts ordered villagers living in the vicinity of the water reservoir to vacate the area immediately. Nyandarua District Commissioner Wilson Wanyanga also ordered all pupils currently undertaking holiday tuition at Kienjero River Academy and Murungaru Primary School to be removed from the two schools. The alert was issued two days after huge cracks emerged on the weak banks of the dam, which was constructed during the colonial times. Strong currents currently surging and hitting the banks of the 10-acre dam are causing even greater alarm.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404160183.html

Second Flood Wave Looms in Caprivi

New Era (Windhoek): EMERGENCY units are on high alert for fear of an expected second wave of floods to hit the eastern flood plains in the Caprivi Region, particularly along Kalimbeza to Ngoma and surrounding areas. The wave is expected to hit the region in the next two weeks. In the meantime, rescue airlifts are continuing on a daily basis in small villages and schools where hundreds of people are surrounded by the floodwaters. So far, more than 700 people have been evacuated and resettled. Most of the cattle in the villages have reportedly been evacuated already in anticipation of the floods. However, some thousands of cattle are still lodged in the flood areas and mostly left to drown as people are moving to safer areas. Those who have been evacuated are expected to remain at the resettlement areas for the next three to five months. The Zimbabwean government has availed two helicopters and one fixed wing aircraft, accompanied by 19 personnel to assist its Namibian counterpart to deal with the disaster under the SADC Aviation Protocol.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404160733.html

Govt. Wildlife Record Slammed

Zimbabwe Independent (Harare): GOVERNMENT has been criticized for its laissez faire environmental policy which has resulted in widespread poaching and deforestation on newly-resettled farms, the Zimbabwe Independent established this week. The Zimbabwe Conservation and Development Foundation (ZCDF), a newly formed non-governmental organization, said widespread poaching and deforestation on newly acquired farms threatened the environment. In an interview with the Independent, ZCDF founder member, Dr John Fulton said government's wildlife policy was not conserving flora or fauna. The wildlife-based land reform programme is a government document that seeks to declare all conservancies and Ranches State land administered by the Department of National Parks. "We are deeply concerned with the way the environment has been handled in the past few years," Fulton said. The foundation said it was willing to engage the government in formulating serious environmental management structures.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404160395.html

Shell Boss Tasks Artists to Promote Sustainable Development

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): DR. ROY Kretzen, Managing Director of Shell Ghana Limited, has called on visual artists to utilize their talents in promoting the tenets of Sustainable Development (SD) which is concerned with meeting the needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Dr. Kretzen was speaking at the award ceremony of the maiden GAVA/SHELL Art Competition organized by the Greater Accra branch of the Ghana Association of Visual Artists (GAVA) and sponsored by Shell Ghana. He pointed out that for Shell Ghana, Sustainable Development was not simply an initiative or project but that sustainable development governed Shell's commercial activity and decision - making at a fundamental level. The first prize in the competition went to Mr. Enoch Yaw Mensah of Freehand Studios who received $2,000. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404160810.html

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update – 19 April 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

Atlas devoted to the Great Mekong Subregion provides a wealth of data for policy-makers 

Bangkok Post, April 19, 2004 (Story by NORMITA THONGTHAM) - The Mekong is the longest river in Southeast Asia. Beginning its journey in the mountains of China's Qinghai province near the border with Tibet, it crosses Yunnan province, then forms the border between Burma and Laos, and between Laos and Thailand. It then flows across Cambodia and into a rich delta in southern Vietnam before it ends its journey in the South China Sea, altogether travelling a distance of 4,200 kilometres.

…The path to sustainable development is not without major challenges, ADB's president Tadao Chino and Unep's executive director Klaus Toepfer pointed out, but they expressed confidence that decision-makers in the Mekong countries "will continue to exercise wisdom and far-sighted vision in addressing the key development issues of the subregion".

http://www.bangkokpost.com/en/Outlook/19Apr2004_out06.php 

Action Plans for Montreal Protocol 

SASEAP meet begins at Agra today

Daily Star (Bangladesh), April 19, 2004 - Pallab Bhattacharya, New Delhi - The three-day meeting of the officials of South Asian and South East Asian countries including Bangladesh begins in the Taj Mahal city of Agra today to identify a set of approaches to sustain and strengthen the phaseout of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS).

…Representatives of the World Bank, UNIDO, UNDP and UNEP and other bilateral agencies will also participate in the meeting. http://www.thedailystar.net/2004/04/19/d40419100381.htm    

SOUTH ASIA NETWORK OF OZONE OFFICERS TO DISCUSS COMPLIANCE ACTION PLANS FOR MONTREAL PROTOCOL - PHASING OUT OF OZONE DEPLETING SUBSTANCES AND RE USE OF REFRIGERANTS TO BE THE MAIN THEME

Press Information Bureau (press release), India - Apr 16, 2004-  http://pib.nic.in/release/release.asp?relid=1561 

India News > Taj Mahal to serve as backdrop for ozone meet

New Kerala, India - Apr 17, 2004 - Facing threat from polluting industries in its vicinity, the 17th-century Mughal monument Taj Mahal in Agra will serve as the backdrop of a major meet on phasing out of ozone depleting substances.

The South Asia and South East Asia Pacific Network (SA-SEAP) of ozone officers meet from April 19-21 is mainly to share experience of national ozone officers from developed and developing countries, the ministry of environment and forests said.

http://www.newkerala.com/news-daily/news/features.php?action=fullnews&showcomments=1&id=12286
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

Iraq

*
Three persons identified for probe of UN Oil-for-Food, UN spokesperson confirms

*
Meeting with Annan, Blair advocates new Security Council resolution

*
UN electoral team leaves, returning to New York to brief Annan

*
US ambassador urges new multinational force to protect UN

Other news

*
Annan welcomes Ugandan President’s offer to hold peace talks with rebel group

*
Security Council ready to help implement Cyprus plan if it is approved – President

*
Commander of UN force in DR of Congo visits Kivus and neighbouring Burundi

*
UN peacekeeping chief calls on Côte d’Ivoire to match international commitment

*
UN food programme appeals for $8 million to cover funding shortfall for Haiti

*
Repatriation in Liberia and Sudan hit by funding shortfalls – UN refugee agency

*
UN assessment mission sent to flood stricken area of Horn of Africa

*
UN meeting criticizes impact of Israel’s construction of wall in the West Bank

*
Negotiators plan for major UN meeting to address needs of small island States

*
United Kingdom judge appointed to UN tribunal for former Yugoslavia

*
Asia and Pacific economies grow nearly 6 per cent in 2002-2003, UN says

*
UN refugee agency ‘extremely concerned’ at reported unrest in central Viet Nam

*
UN environmental agency opens new regional office in Brazil

* * * *

Iraq: Oil-for-Food

16 April – Three persons have been identified for the independent panel that will conduct an inquiry into the Oil-for-Food humanitarian relief effort for Iraq, a United Nations spokesperson confirmed today in response to press questions in New York.

Asked to name the members, Marie Okabe said the three persons who have been identified are Paul Volcker, former head of the United States Federal Reserve Bank, Mark Pieth of Switzerland, an expert on money-laundering in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), and Richard Goldstone of South Africa, former Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

“They have indicated that a Security Council resolution would be extremely helpful for the work of the inquiry,” she said. “Security Council members are discussing the possibility of such a resolution.”

No formal announcement will be made before the Security Council members reach a decision on the matter, Ms. Okabe added.

Responding to press allegations of mismanagement, the Secretary-General, on 26 March, informed the Security Council of his intention to establish an independent, high-level inquiry into the matter.

The UN Oil-for-Food programme began operating in 1996. Under its terms, Iraq was allowed to use a portion of its petroleum revenues to purchase humanitarian relief. The effort was monitored by the Security Council “661” committee, which included representatives from all 15 countries on the Council.

Until its termination in November 2003, the programme oversaw the delivery of some $39 billion worth of humanitarian assistance to about 22 million people, many of whom were largely dependent on outside aid to survive since normal economic activity was severely constrained by sanctions imposed after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990.

* * *

Iraq

16 April – The Security Council should pass a new resolution on Iraq to help the country move forward with the upcoming political transition, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and British Prime Minister Tony Blair agreed during their meeting Thursday evening in New York.

Prime Minister Blair, who heads to Washington today for talks with United States President George W. Bush, said a new Security Council resolution “will allow us to plan this way forward of political transition in Iraq.”

Mr. Annan endorsed the Prime Minister’s view on the need for Security Council action, saying “I do agree with you that this resolution may be necessary as we move forward.” He added that all UN Member States realize the importance of stability of Iraq and voiced hope that they would cooperate in the effort.

At a joint press conference following their meeting, the two leaders also agreed on the need to establish a stable, prosperous and democratic Iraq. Prime Minister Blair specified that Iraq must be “a sovereign State whose wealth is the wealth of the Iraqi people and whose government is the government of the Iraqi people.”

Mr. Annan stressed the need to support Iraq in establishing stability and democracy. Now that his Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, has left the country after meeting with a range of groups and leaders, the challenge is to define a proper political transition that will lead to the formation of a government on 30 June. “It has not been easy but of course we are determined to do whatever we can to help,” the Secretary-General said.

Asked whether the world is safer now than before the war in Iraq, Mr. Annan said the “major international divisions” introduced by the conflict were starting to heal.

He also underscored the importance of galvanizing international action against the terrorist scourge. “We are seeing heightened terrorist attacks which affects all of us and we need to come together and pool our efforts to deal with them,” he said.

Responding to questions on the Middle East, the Secretary-General emphasized that any initiative should not preclude the future status issues which have to be settled between the parties. “The withdrawal from Gaza should be seen as a first step because we also have to deal with the issue of the West Bank, and I would hope that what has happened does not foreclose the movement ahead and working through the Road Map and ensuring that two States living in peace side by side, Israel and Palestine, [are] established,” he said, referring to a plan outlined by the diplomatic Quartet of the UN, European Union, US and Russian Federation.

The Prime Minister said recent moves do not displace the Road Map. “On the contrary, I think the Road Map is and remains the right way forward for the resolution of the Middle East peace process and we certainly strongly support it,” he said.

* * * 

Iraq

16 April – A United Nations team studying the holding of elections in Iraq has left the country and is expected to return to New York in the coming days to brief Secretary-General Kofi Annan on its work, a UN spokesperson said today.

The head of team, Carina Perelli, Director of the UN Electoral Assistance Division, told a press conference yesterday in Baghdad that the UN was concerned that the security situation in the country should stabilize for elections to be held.

However, “in any post-conflict situation, the country has never stabilized so much when elections occur that violence is totally absent,” she said, noting that elections have been held even in places that have a relatively stabilized semi-violent environment, such as in Colombia.

Ms. Perelli also mentioned plans for an independent electoral commission, comprised of Iraqis, and stressed the UN’s role will be to provide technical assistance to strengthen that body and to support the electoral process.

“Before coming here, we were very clear that the Iraqi elections need to be conducted by Iraqis and by Iraqi institutions,” she said. “They should not be organized or conducted by the United Nations. But the United Nations is ready to provide a very strong technical assistance and very strong support to the Iraqi authorities that are going to be put in place.”

Nationwide elections in Iraq are scheduled to be held by the end of January 2005. Last month the UN was invited to send in a team to study the technical requirements needed to hold such balloting.

* * *

Iraq

16 April – Voicing hope that the United Nations would return its personnel to Iraq to help with the transition to sovereignty, the United States Ambassador today suggested the establishment of a new multinational force dedicated to protecting the UN in the war-wracked country.

“With the support of the United Nations, the United States has begun to solicit force contributions for the protection of a broad-based UN mission whose role will be further defined by Security Council action,” Ambassador John D. Negroponte said, stressing that the troops would be dedicated solely to providing security for UN personnel and facilities.

“I believe that I do not overstate the broad desire within the international community for the United Nations to return to Iraq to play an expansive, robust and vital role, in particular after the June 30 transition” to Iraqi sovereignty, he said in an open briefing to the Security Council, urging countries to contribute troops for the effort.

His briefing also touched on the deadly clashes in recent days, which he said included ambush and mutilation, riots and attacks perpetrated by insurgents, terrorists who have infiltrated Iraq, and militias affiliated with radical elements. “The violence has been terrible, and the losses great,” he said.

He said the current multinational force (MNF) has continued to recruit, train and equip Iraqi security forces in preparation for their assuming responsibility for maintaining security and enforcing the rule of law. Currently, there are some 200,000 Iraqi security forces either on duty or in training.

The Iraqi Civil Defence Corps, now totalling approximately 32,000, is designed to support police efforts, he said. The Iraqi Police Service has over 75,000 officers on duty or in training. The Facilities Protection Service, charged with protecting Iraq’s strategic infrastructure, government buildings and cultural and educational assets, has increased to approximately 74,000 personnel overall. The Iraqi Armed Forces have nearly 4,000 personnel, while there are approximately 23,000 Iraqi border police and immigration and customs inspectors now working.

Ambassador Negroponte said the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) has achieved some progress in ensuring the transition and reintegration of all armed organizations not under government control. But, he warned, “we will have no choice but to deal firmly with those who refuse to negotiate.”

* * *

Uganda

16 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the offer of Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni to negotiate with the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) to try to peacefully resolve their conflict in the country’s north and east, two days after the Security Council condemned the rebel group’s atrocities against civilians.

In a statement released by his spokesperson, Mr. Annan urged the LRA to “refrain from any further acts of violence against civilians and to respond positively to President Museveni’s call for dialogue.”

Calling on the international community to provide humanitarian assistance to Ugandans affected by the 18-year conflict, the Secretary-General expressed particular concern about its impact on children.

“All efforts must now be made to ensure a rapid and definitive end to the violence in the area,” spokesperson Marie Okabe said.

Mr. Annan’s statement is a response to President Museveni’s announcement on Wednesday reiterating his offer to talk with the LRA, either directly or through intermediaries.

On the same day, a press statement issued by the Security Council’s President for April, Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany, said such crimes as abductions, sexual violence and sexual exploitation “should not remain unpunished.”

The statement followed a private briefing on Uganda from the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, who later told reporters that “a major humanitarian emergency” was unfolding in the African country.

“I would say this is perhaps the most under-reported story in the world today,” he said. “Because where else would there be 10,000 kidnapped children in the course of only 18 months who have been terrorized into becoming killing machines, terrorized into attacking their own villages, killing their own relatives?”

* * *

Cyprus

16 April – Members of the United Nations Security Council today said they were ready to help Cyprus implement a plan to reunify the island nation ahead of its entry into the European Union on 1 May should the referendums on that blueprint be approved next week.

German Ambassador Gunter Pleuger, Council President for April, told reporters that should Cypriots approve the plan on 24 April, Council members stood ready “to take further actions as provided for in the plan, including by establishing a new UN operation in support of its swift and full implementation by all parties.”

They would also be committed to helping ensure that the parties fully meet their commitments under the settlement, Ambassador Pleuger said.

Both Greek Cypriot leader Tassos Papadopoulos and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash have voiced their opposition to the plan, which was finalized last month by Secretary-General Kofi Annan and would create a Greek Cypriot state and a Turkish Cypriot state linked by a federal government.

Ambassador Pleuger also said Council members welcomed the results of yesterday’s preparatory International Donors Conference for Cyprus in Brussels to organize financial support to cover costs linked to a possible political settlement to the Cyprus question.

“The members of the Council recognize the commitments of the donors as a demonstration of their willingness to provide the necessary financial resources” to implement the Secretary-General’s settlement plan should it be approved, he added.

* * *

DR of Congo

16 April – The commander of United Nations forces in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) visited the troubled eastern regions of the Great Lakes country and held talks with officials in neighbouring Burundi on enforcing the arms embargo against the Kivu Provinces in the DRC.

In connection with the deployment of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), Gen. Samaila Iliya visited Goma, Bukavu, Rutshuru, Kamanyola, Uvira, Baraka, Kalima and Shabunda.

Accompanied by his deputy, Gen. Jan Isberg, and Col. Lawrence Smith, Gen. Iliya also went to Bujumbura, Burundi, for talks with military leaders and the president of the Commission on the Cease-Fire, Gen. El Hadj Alioune Samba.

Their talks focused on coordinating operations by MONUC and Burundi, especially on maintaining surveillance of the border between the two countries and enforcing the arms embargo against the eastern DRC.

They also discussed the technical aspects of using the Bujumbura airport to facilitate the movements of the Kivu Brigade.

With a UN peacekeeping mission about to be launched in Burundi, General Iliya paid courtesy visits to the head of the UN Observer Mission in Burundi, Berhanu Dinka, and to the African Union’s civilian and military missions there.

In other news, MONUC said 43 bodies have been recovered from Lake Tanganyika in northeast Katanga Province and 10 people were missing from an overloaded ferry that sank last week. A local commission of inquiry has listed another 52 people who survived, but said the ferry was licensed to carry a maximum of 35 people.

MONUC was also investigating the details of a flight by a cargo plane whose pilots were carrying forged flight licences.

The pilots made an “acrobatic” landing in Bunia yesterday evening after the airport was closed and claimed to be transporting palm oil, the Mission said.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

16 April – The head of United Nations peacekeeping, visiting Côte d’Ivoire, said his mission in the West African country is to make a new beginning in areas of the peace process where there has been regression.

The deployment of UN peacekeeping troops last week “is a major commitment from the international community and the peacekeeping mission, and [is] a sort of contract between the international community and the country where it deploys,” Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno said on his arrival yesterday.

Also arriving yesterday were three human rights experts appointed by Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan.

They are to conduct an independent investigation into the fatal confrontations that took place late last month in Côte d’Ivoire when protesters staged anti-government marches in Abidjan, the commercial capital, and Yamoussoukro, the political capital.

Mr. Guéhenno had come to Côte d’Ivoire, along with representatives of the Monitoring Committee established under the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement, to discuss with senior Ivorian officials the best way to re-launch the peace process because, he said, “I won’t hide it from you – today we are all preoccupied with observing that some things have not only not advanced, they have even regressed.”

“There is an international community commitment and there must be the same commitment from all Ivorians so that tomorrow the people of Côte d’Ivoire will have the peace they wait for and deserve,” he added.

Under the January 2003 peace agreement, the Monitoring Committee comprises the Special Representative of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who coordinates the UN presence in the country through the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire, as well as representatives of the European Union, the Commission of the African Union (AU), the Executive Secretariat of the Economic Community for West African States (ECOWAS), the International Francophone Organization, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, the Group of Eight most-industrialized countries (G-8) and France.

During his visit, Mr. Guéhenno is scheduled to meet separately with President Laurent Gbagbo, the Transitional Government’s Prime Minister, Seydou Elimane Diarra, and the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Defence and National Security, as well as the head of the National Armed Forces of Côte d’Ivoire (FANCI). He will also briefly visit Ghana’s President John Agyekum Kufuor, who has been involved in his neighbour’s peace-building efforts.

* * *

Haiti

16 April – The first United Nations agency head to visit Haiti since the unrest and change of government in February today appealed for $8 million for new emergency and special operations, saying the staggering 72 per cent shortfall from a previous appeal was threatening the World Food Programme’s (WFP) work in the Caribbean country.

WFP Executive Director James T. Morris said, “Haiti urgently needs support from the international community now. Poor people cannot wait for a return to stability before receiving their daily food rations. Unless we get additional funding quickly, we will begin to see malnutrition rates, especially among children and poor families headed by women, rise in the next few months.”

For an emergency eight-month humanitarian programme costing $11.2 million, WFP says it has received $1.5 million from France, $356,295 from Italy, $458,000 from Japan, $912,000 from Norway and $373,000 from Spain.

The food in the new programme goes to 140,000 expectant and nursing mothers, children under 3, people affected by HIV/AIDS, and orphans. Another 373,000 Haitians are being fed by other WFP programmes, the agency said.

Despite a singular history of ending slavery by a military victory and helping to fund Simón Bolívar’s independence struggle in Latin America, Haiti has become the poorest country in the western hemisphere and one of the poorest in the developing world.

About 80 per cent of its population lives in poverty and it has the highest incidence of HIV/AIDS outside Africa. One out of every three children is chronically malnourished, while 8 per cent suffer from acute malnutrition.

“Just as quickly as it rose, Haiti has fallen from the radar of the world media. But the troubles continue, once more in silence,” Mr. Morris said.

* * *

Liberia/Sudan

16 April – Only a month after hopes were raised at an international conference about good prospects for repatriation in nine African countries, the United Nations refugee agency today reported that “crucial” shortfalls were affecting planned operations in at least two of these nations – Liberia and Sudan.

“The paradox here is that donors are always anxious to see these solutions get off the ground, but we can’t do that without first buying trucks, building transit centres, digging water wells, reconstructing schools and all of the other preparatory work that must be done months before the arrival of the first returnees,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Ron Redmond told a press briefing in Geneva.

In Liberia, where spontaneous returnees have been arriving by the thousands after a peace accord last year ended nearly 15 years of civil war, UNHCR has received only $3 million of the $39.2 million it has sought for 2004 while returnees have become stranded in camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) as their home areas are not yet deemed safe.

“The returnees in the IDP camps live in miserable conditions as food, water and medical facilities are insufficient for new arrivals. We need funding,” Mr. Redmond said.

With optimism at the new peace in their homeland running high among Liberian refugees abroad, more groups of spontaneous returnees are expected to flock in during the year from Sierra Leone, Guinea and Ghana, he added.

For Sudan, Africa’s largest country where a potential peace accord in the two-decades old war between the government and rebels in the south is expected to lead to a flood of returnees, UNHCR has so far received only $3 million of the $8.8 million it is seeking for preparatory activities for voluntary repatriation and reintegration.

“Large expenses have already been incurred by the pre-positioning of domestic items, and deployment of an emergency team, light vehicles and telecom equipment,” Mr. Redmond said.

At the two-day Dialogue on Voluntary Repatriation and Sustainable Reintegration in Africa held last month in Geneva, High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers said as many as 5 million people could soon return to their homelands – the continent’s biggest return movement in a decade – as nine conflicts come to an end or diminish in intensity.

Mr. Redmond said that beyond the special appeals for Liberia and Sudan a supplementary appeal will be released soon for the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), while operations for the six other countries are funded under UNHCR’s regular budget.

* * * 

Djibouti

16 April – A United Nation assessment mission has been sent to a flood-stricken area in the East African country of Djibouti, where heavy seasonal rains in recent days are reported to have killed 51 people, left 1,500 homeless and affected over 100,000.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in New York said today the Ambouli River burst its banks, affecting densely populated neighbourhoods of the capital, Djibouti, cutting electricity supplies and washing away parts of the old railway line to neighbouring Ethiopia.

The road to Ethiopia was temporarily cut after the collapse of a bridge and most shops and primary schools remained closed.

The UN assessment team, which was dispatched yesterday to the affected area, will report back to a technical meeting tomorrow of representatives of UN agencies, the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and Interior, and the diplomatic community.

OCHA said it was in close contact with the UN Resident Coordinator in Djibouti.

* * * 

Middle East

16 April – A United Nations meeting on the impact of Israel’s construction of a barrier in and around the West Bank concluded today with delegates expressing their deep concern about its humanitarian, political and economic effect on the Palestinians.

In a document adopted at the end of the two-day meeting in Geneva, participants said the wall had dealt a devastating blow to an already fragile Palestinian economy. They said agricultural lands and water sources had been destroyed, confiscated or placed off-limits by the barrier’s construction.

Many speakers said the wall was a de facto annexation of Palestinian land, and its erection breached the letter and the spirit of the Road Map – the Middle East peace plan outlined by the diplomatic Quartet of the European Union, the Russian Federation, the UN and the United States, which envisages two States – Israel and Palestine – living side by side in peace.

Nasser Al-Kidwa, Permanent Observer for Palestine to UN Headquarters in New York, said after the meeting that the wall made the two-State solution practically impossible.

Delegates also stressed that the UN had permanent responsibility to resolve all issues surrounding the question of Palestine, and called on the international community should take immediate steps to stop the wall’s construction.

The UN International Meeting on the Impact of the Construction of the Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Including In and Around East Jerusalem was organized by the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

* * *

Small island States

16 April – To be credible, the international community must focus on the needs of the world’s poorest countries, the Secretary-General of an upcoming major United Nations meeting on the special needs of island nations said today as negotiators wrapped up three days of talks in preparation for that event.

“Without such an effort, all our attempts for international development cooperation will not be very effective,” Anwarul Chowdhury, who is also Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, told a press briefing in New York.

He predicted that the Mauritius International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, set to run from 30 August to 3 September, would help galvanize international action on the issue.

The Mauritius meeting is expected to produce a plan for the further implementation of the 1994 Barbados action plan, he said. “Ten years have gone by and not much has happened and we are wondering why it is so and we are trying to find out how we can do a little bit extra to see that something happens.”

In addition, the Mauritius conference will also produce a political declaration providing a broad basis for crafting international development cooperation for the small island development States.

“As the Secretary-General of the Conference, it is my intention to see to it that we have a good outcome document, and for that I will make every effort to facilitate the negotiating process,” Mr. Chowdhury said.

“I am hoping that the Mauritius meeting will come up with some proactive, strong monitoring elements in the document so that we don’t have to wait for five years or 10 years before we can say whether we have been able to achieve something or not,” he added.

“Small islands have a lot of good will from the development partners, from the international community,” he said. “The mood of negotiations has been quite good during these two days, and we would like to maintain that mood and hopefully, we’ll come up with a very good document at Mauritius.”

* * *

ICTY

16 April – Lord Iain Bonomy of the United Kingdom has become a permanent judge of the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, replacing Judge Richard May who had to resign earlier this year for health reasons.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed Lord Bonomy to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) this week after an exchange of letters with the Security Council and the General Assembly.

Lord Bonomy takes up his post on 1 June and will serve out the remainder of Judge May’s term, which expires on 16 November 2005. When he begins work at the ICTY he will join Trial Chamber III – its caseload includes the trial of the former Yugoslav President Slobodan Miloševic.

Born in 1946, Lord Bonomy has worked as a solicitor, barrister and criminal prosecutor in the UK. Since 1997 he has served as a judge.

* * *

Asia-Pacific

16 April – With group growth averaging nearly 6 per cent in 2002 and 2003, the economies of the developing countries in Asia and the Pacific grew faster than those of other developing country groups and faster than the global economy itself, according to a United Nations report released today.

China’s economy, with its gross domestic product (GDP) expanding by just under a quarter between 2001 and 2003, plays a leading role as group growth is increasingly driven by intra-regional trade and domestic demand, the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) says.

China is now the fourth-largest trading nation in the world and helps to stimulate output growth across a broad regional front.

“From a regional perspective, growth was broad-based, with all sub-regions but one experiencing higher growth, and was not affected significantly by the war in Iraq and the SARS crisis,” ESCAP says in a 16-page summary of the report, “The Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2004.”

Growth in ESCAP developing countries shows not only an impressive turnaround after the global 2001 slowdown, but also indicates that the process is becoming less dependent on global economic trends.

India, the largest economy in South and southwest Asia, improved its GDP growth rate in 2003 to 7.5 percentage points, more than 3 per cent over the 2002 rate of 4.3 in 2002. The rate is projected to ease in 2004 to a still respectable 6 per cent.

On the other hand, several of the Pacific island economies have been running fiscal deficits and are dependent on aid.

“The existence of inefficient state-owned firms and poor governance aggravates the fiscal problem significantly, while the shortage of public resources has meant chronic underinvestment in physical infrastructure, especially communications, a critical necessity given the physical remoteness and vulnerability to natural disasters of the island economies,” ESCAP says.

* * *

Viet Nam

16 April – The United Nations refugee agency today voiced “extreme concern” about reports this week of renewed unrest in Viet Nam’s Central Highlands and strongly urged neighbouring Cambodia to ensure that any refugees fleeing the area be given access to protection.

“Although we have no way of confirming the reports, we are very aware of the possibility that some people may try to seek protection in neighbouring Cambodia,” Ron Redmond, a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), told a press briefing in Geneva, noting that Cambodian authorities had ordered the agency to close its office on the border.

UNHCR established its office in Ratanakiri in early 2001 to help hundreds of Montagnards, as the highlanders are known, who were then arriving from Viet Nam. In all, some 900 Montagnards passed through Ratanakiri and another camp at Mondolkiri. Both sites were effectively closed in late 2001, but the agency continued to maintain a standby office in Ratanakiri until last weekend.

“We still expect we will have access to the region in the event of further arrivals. At this stage, however, we have no indication of any newcomers at the border since the reported recent unrest,” Mr. Redmond said.

* * *

Brazil

16 April – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) opened a new office today in the Brazilian capital, Brasilia, to promote renewable and more efficient energy use and to develop better early warning systems and emergency responses to natural disasters.

Inaugurating the office, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said it marked an important stage in developing the agency’s activities across Latin America.

“It should also be mentioned that Brazil is one of the world leaders in the areas of biomass-based renewable energy and is also one of the nations with a rich and important source of genetic diversity,” he said.

UNEP said in a statement that it hopes the office will allow it to more effectively respond to the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, drawn up in 2002 at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in the South African city. That plan outlined how the world can take a more coordinated approach to achieving sustainable development and the local and regional levels.

Apart from developing and advocating greener forms of energy use, and enhancing the emergency response to natural disasters, UNEP’s Brasilia office will also study climate change, biodiversity, land degradation, and water and chemical management issues.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________






 



16 April 2004

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  

**Guest at Noon

Our guest today is Under-Secretary-General Anwarul Chowdhury, Secretary-General of the Mauritius International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States.  Mr. Chowdhury will update you on the preparatory negotiations on small islands that are being held this week and will answer questions about the Mauritius conference. 

I’ll turn the floor to him immediately after my briefing.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General on Uganda

I’ll start with a statement, attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on Uganda.

The Secretary-General welcomes the announcement made on 14 April by President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda, in which he reiterated his readiness to talk with the leaders of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), either directly or through intermediaries, in order to reach a peaceful resolution of the conflict in northern Uganda.

The 18-year conflict has had devastating consequences for innocent civilians, particularly children, and all efforts must now be made to ensure a rapid and definitive end to the violence in the area.  The Secretary-General calls on the Lord’s Resistance Army to refrain from any further acts of violence against civilians and to respond positively to President Museveni’s call for dialogue.  He urges all those with influence over the Lord’s Resistance Army to encourage it to enter into a dialogue with the Government, for the sake of peace.

The Secretary-General also calls upon the international community to continue to support efforts to provide humanitarian assistance to affected civilians.

**Secretary-General

The Secretary-General last night met with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, at the residence of British Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, and they discussed, among other topics, Iraq, the Middle East and Cyprus.

Speaking to reporters afterward, the Secretary-General agreed with the Prime Minister that a new Security Council resolution on Iraq may be necessary as we move forward, and added that he hoped that all Member States would cooperate.  He said that he believes all sides have a common objective of doing whatever can be done to ensure that there is peace and stability in Iraq.

Asked about the Israeli plan to withdraw from Gaza, he said that withdrawal should be seen as a first step, because “we also have to deal with the issue of the West Bank”, and he hoped that further action would be done in the context of the diplomatic Quartet’s Road Map.

We have transcripts of their press encounter upstairs.

**Iraq

The electoral team headed by Carina Perelli, Director of the Electoral Assistance Division, left earlier Iraq today, and it is expected to return back to New York in the coming days to brief the Secretary-General on its work.

In comments she made to reporters in Baghdad yesterday, Perelli said that the United Nations is concerned that the security situation in the country should stabilize for elections to be held.  She also mentioned plans for an independent electoral commission, comprised of Iraqis.

**Security Council

And here at UN Headquarters, the Security Council this morning heard a briefing from U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations John Negroponte, who updated Council members on the work being done by the Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq.

Council members then went into closed consultations, to continue discussions on Iraq.

**Democratic Republic of Congo

According to the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, more than 40 people were drowned last week and 10 more were missing after an overloaded boat sank in Lake Tanganyika in the east of the country.  The boat was travelling between two towns on the lake, which forms the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s border with Tanzania and Burundi.

Also from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the UN Mission is investigating the details of a cargo plane which made an unplanned “acrobatic” landing in Bunia yesterday evening, after the airport had closed.  The plane’s crew was using forged flight licences and claimed to be transporting palm oil.  They have been held for questioning by UN officials.  

**Côte d’Ivoire

As you’ll recall, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, at the request of the Secretary-General, had established an Independent Commission of Inquiry to investigate human rights violations allegedly committed during demonstrations in Côte d’Ivoire in March.  The team arrived in Abidjan yesterday and has begun its work.  It will report to the Acting High Commissioner by the end of the month.

The Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, arrived in Côte d’Ivoire yesterday as part of an initiative by the international community to support the peace and reconciliation process there.  We have copies of his arrival comments upstairs.

**UNHCR

And the UN refugee agency is appealing for funds for its cash-strapped programmes for Liberian and Sudanese refugees.  You can read more about that in a press release upstairs.

**Haiti

The head of the World Food Programme (WFP), meanwhile, who is in Port-au-Prince, has urged donors not to forget about the dire needs of the Haitian people and to increase their support for a country he described as “in danger of slipping into oblivion”.  He asked donors to urgently come forward with $8 million to support the provision of emergency food rations for the most vulnerable sectors of the population.  And you can read more about that in a press release.

**ICTY Letter

Out on the racks today is an exchange of letters between the Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council, noting the appointment of Lord Iain Bonomy of the United Kingdom, to replace Judge Richard May on the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia.  May, who is also British, resigned for health reasons, effective on 31 May.

**ESCAP Annual Survey

The economies of the developing countries in the Asia-Pacific region grew   6 per cent last year, up from the previous year, while inflation was kept in check at low levels throughout most of the region.

The economic growth was faster than that of developing countries in other regions, and even faster than the global economy itself.  This information appears in the latest annual survey from the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

**UNEP Opens Office in Brazil

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has opened a new office in Brasilia today, which will promote cleaner and greener energy, early warning and emergency response to natural disasters.  You can read more about that in a press release.

**The Week Ahead

And for your planning purposes for next week, we have the Week Ahead at the United Nations available for you as well.

Before I turn to Ambassador Chowdhury, do you have any questions for me?  David and then CNN.

**Questions and Answers

Question:  Marie, the names of the oil-for-food panel seem to be discussed everywhere but here.  Is there any announcement?  You said by the end of the week there might be some names announced.

Spokesperson:  We do not have an announcement yet, but we can confirm that three persons have been identified to serve on the independent panel that will conduct an inquiry into the “oil-for-food” programme.

They have said that they were prepared to serve on the panel.  They have indicated that a Security Council resolution would be extremely helpful for the work of the inquiry.  Security Council members are discussing the possibility of such a resolution.  The panel would not be formally announced before the Security Council members reach a decision on this point, and this is all I have to say.

Question:  Identify in this case means they’ve been selected and they’ve decided to join the panel, but now the conditionality is the Security Council.  There are three names that I’m aware of.  Is that the total extent of the panel as far as numbers?  

Spokesperson:  There are three persons who have been identified.  They are Paul Volker, former head of the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank; Mark Pieth of Switzerland, an expert in money laundering for the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD); and Richard Goldstone of South Africa, former Prosecutor for the International Tribunals.

Question:  But the resolution from the Council is the conditionality all three have established to serve on the panel. 

Spokesperson:  You would have to ask the Council members what form the ...

Question:  They have all said that the Council must endorse this through a resolution before they would agree finally to serve on this panel.

Spokesperson:  The Secretary-General passed on the fact that they have indicated that such a resolution would be extremely helpful for them to carry out this inquiry. 

Question:  What would a resolution give the panel that it doesn’t have otherwise?

Spokesperson:  I have nothing further than this statement.  As I said, this was not meant to be an announcement yet.  We simply are responding to questions as a result of leaks in the press.  Yes, David?

Question:  A little bit of difference in the schedule of Brahimi.  You’ve said a number of times by the end of the month, which we’ve all taken to understand to mean not next week, but the week after.  But the Council -– even Ambassador Negroponte -– said today at the stakeout that next week they expect to hear.  Could you clarify the schedule of Mr. Brahimi in specific detail?  What is he doing now as it relates, even though he’s out of Iraq, what is he doing now that relates to Iraq?

Spokesperson:  I don’t have his exact itinerary of what he is doing now.  He left Iraq yesterday and, as far as I know, he will be coming to New York in the last week of this month, which, if you look at the calendar, is towards the end of the month. 

That’s all I have.  Any other questions?  Yes, David?

Question:  Ambassador Negroponte today made a point of calling on nations to support a force that would be assigned to specifically protect the United Nations, its people and its facilities.  Has the Secretariat or the Secretary-General established minimum conditions as it relates to security as to what it would take for the international community before the United Nations returned in force?

Spokesperson:  As you know, the Secretary-General has repeatedly talked about the importance of assuring security for staff before they return in large numbers.  As this is a security matter, I can’t really go into details of what exact conditions need to be met on the ground.  But, clearly, this would have to be the responsibility of whoever is responsible for providing the security at that time.  And, as you know, we do have a security liaison assessment team on the ground, which is working on precisely what you’re talking about.

If there are no other questions, I would like to turn it over to Ambassador Chowdhury.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "UN" ��UN News Centre - UN environmental agency opens new regional office in Brazil�


� HYPERLINK "Coffee" ��GreenBiz.com - United Nations Wakes Up to Sustainable Coffee�


� HYPERLINK "key" ��Sustainable Environment Key to Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction, says First Atlas of the Greater Mekong Subregion�








* Editorial of Dr. Klaus Toepfer on "Combating Climate Change: Economic          Opportunity or Economic Suicide?" published on the front page of  the Russian newspaper "Natural Resources Gazette".
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