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Other Environment-related News

· BBC - Europe 'must adapt on climate'
· AFP – Europe facing ever-more weather extremes, warns new report
· IPS - Argentina: bulldozers crushing a once-protected nature reserve
· ENS - West Africa Reels Under Invasion of the Locusts
· Reuters - African Locust Plague Likely to Worsen, UN Says
· ENS - River Niger Wetlands of International Importance Protected 

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP

Other UN News

S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  18 August 2004
Iraq Business News

18 August 2004

UNEP launches project to restore Iraqi marshlands (18/08/04)

A major project to restore the environment and provide clean drinking water in Iraq's Mesopotamia Marshlands was recently announced by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). The project, to be funded by the Japanese government, will support the sustainable development and restoration of the Iraqi Marshlands through the implementation of environmentally sound technologies. Drinking water and sanitation systems will be installed in key communities and pilot wetlands restoration undertaken for the benefit of people and wildlife.

The Marshlands were massively damaged under the previous regime in Iraq, partly as a result of new dams on the Tigris and Euphrates river systems and partly as a result of large-scale drainage operations by the previous Iraqi regime. In 2001, UNEP alerted the rest of the world to the plight of the region when it released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of the wetlands, famed for being home to rare and unique species such as the Sacred Ibis and the African Darter and a spawning ground for gulf fisheries, had been lost.
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Later studies show that an additional three per cent - approximately 325 square kilometres - had gone. Experts have expressed fears that the entire wetlands, home to a 5,000 year-old civilisation heir to the Babylonians and the Sumerians, could disappear entirely by 2008. With the collapse of the previous Iraqi regime in mid-2003, local residents began opening floodgates and breaching embankments in order to bring water back into the marshlands, with around a fifth or some 3,000 square kilometres of the marshes being reflooded.

The challenge now is to restore the environment, providing clean water and sanitation services to the 85,000 people living in the region. A recent United Nations inter-agenct assessment and public health survey has found that most of the March Arabs are collecting water directly from the marshlands, though many of the settlements in the area lack basic sanitation services with wastewater draining into the street or nearest dam.
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Iraq has many endangered species 
The $11 million project, approved in the framework of the UN Iraq Trust Fund, will initially target around a dozen settlements with small-scale water treatment systems some of which are likely to be solar powered. Other activities will include the setting up of a Marshland Information Network, an Internet-based system that will allow those with an interest in the region to share their ideas and strategies. Some of the funds will support public awareness schemes, both locally and internationally. The project will also help train the Iraqi authorities, both at national government and local levels. It will train experts in wetland management and restoration, remote sensing analysis and community-based resource management.

Source: UNEP
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The Observer
August 15, 2004

Focus: Hidden Disasters: WHO CARES?: 

The world is facing a wave of deadly weather disasters. Now the biggest international aid agency fears that we are turning our backs on the victims. But is its dire warning justified?

BYLINE: Sophie Arie in Rome and Jason Burke in London

BODY:
IN THE DUSTY valleys of Sumdoh, where the villages barely cling to the steep slopes of the high peaks of the Indian Himalayas, where winter temperatures drop to -30C, and where the frost splinters roads into rubble in months, they are waiting. High above, behind the crags that rim their desolate valley homes, is a lake. Old shepherds remember it as an oversized pond, but now it is a huge reservoir, swollen with the glacial melt caused by global warming, waiting to smash its way down the valley and out to the plains beyond.

Last week, with the lake higher than ever, the Indian government began the laborious process of evacuating 12,000 villagers. The operation was carefully co-ordinated from the hill town of Simla. Chief Minister Vir Bhadr Singh reviewed the situation and said the government must prepare for the worst. But many thousands remain in the danger zone.

Few outside India have heard about the crisis. This is not unusual. Across the world tens of millions of people are at risk from famine, disease and natural disasters, without anyone taking much notice. In Gujarat, in western India, 300,000 farmers have had their fields flooded; droughts have hit Sri Lanka, there are floods and landslides in Brazil and Haiti. 

Nor are the villagers of Sumdoh exaggerating the problems. When a lake flooded in the Caucasus in 2002 it destroyed a village 15 miles down stream, killing 100 people. Researchers at the United Nations Environment Programme have identified at least 44 potentially dangerous glacial lakes in the tiny Himalayan kingdoms of Nepal and Bhutan alone.

Many aid workers say the current situation is the worst they have ever faced. The number of humanitarian emergencies is already higher than ever before. According to the Red Cross, there were around 400 reported disasters each year between 1993 and 1997. Between 2000 and 2002 there were more than 700. And a 'witches brew' of factors threatens to unleash many, many more that could bring misery to tens of millions and completely overwhelm the structures that exist to bring help to those who most need it.

On the outskirts of Rome, in a vast business complex, a giant concrete office block houses the World Food Programme (WFP), the world's largest international aid agency and a key part of the UN's global assistance. Although Romans abandon their capital city for the beach in August, there is a tense buzz of activity inside the WFP headquarters.

The programme is more stretched than it has ever been, and was involved in three times more emergencies in the Nineties than in the Seventies. 'We are at our limit. Nobody is quite sure how we will manage when the next thing comes. But we all know it will come,' said Brenda Barton, its chief spokesperson.

Four major factors are thought to be causing the crisis. The first is that global warming is causing problems of a severity that has never been seen before. The rise in global temperatures - reckoned to be more than half a degree centigrade over the past year - has melted glaciers throughout the world, causing landslips, mudslides, flash floods and the swollen lakes that threaten Sumdoh. Warmer temperatures mean more evaporation which means more precipitation which means more flooding. WFP officials point to the recent floods in Bangladesh - the worst for six years - as an example of the sort of climate-related crisis they increasingly face.

Another factor that senior figures at the programme say makes their job more difficult is the focus on the war on terror. With news agendas dominated by violence in Iraq or security scares in Europe, only the highest profile stories ever make it on to our television screens and newspaper front pages.

'We are facing a major problem of priorities,' said John Powell, the WFP's deputy executive director. 'The international community has great concern that we keep capacity in Iraq for the next couple of months. But at the same time, there are tens of millions of people who don't know where their next meal is coming from. We don't seem to be able to engender the same degree of concern for many other places in the world.'

Powell said press coverage is critical. 'The media is an indispensable ingredient in the recipe for success,' he said. 'But it's a fact that there are disasters which are less prominent. Altogether there are 800 million people in the world who do not have enough to eat each and every day. And nobody talks about it or writes about it.'

One example raised by WFP officials is the current devastation wrought by massive locust swarms in sub-Saharan Africa. A plague of locusts, generated by unusually strong and regular rain, has cut a swathe from the western Maghreb across Mauritania, Niger and Chad and is heading for southern Sudan, where hundreds of thousands of refugees fleeing the violence of government-sponsored militia are already at grave risk.

The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), another major UN body, launched an appeal for aid to mount operations to counteract the locust swarm in the autumn of last year. This appeal was renewed twice during the spring, but a bare minimum of funds was forthcoming and, though the richer countries such as Algeria and Libya were able to mount effective campaigns, the poorer sub-Saharan countries just had to take their chances.

'We have had big damage in the oases already, especially to market vegetable gardens,' said Mohamed El Haceu Ould Jaavar, chief of intervention at Mauritania's National Locust Centre. 'The situation is critical. We don't have the means to cope with the situation. We need vehicles, planes and pesticides to treat the locust.'

THE CONTINUING FAMINE in North Korea is another example of how politics and climate can interact with devastating results. Following earlier flood warnings, the Red Cross is now reporting that nearly 40,000 families have been displaced in North Korea as a result of heavy rains.

The rainy season has also washed away at least 100,000 hectares of paddy and non-paddy fields and cut roads and rail links, mainly in the south of the country. The northernmost province of Ryanggang is currently inaccessible because bridges on the main road were destroyed by the floods. Yet, with North Korea listed in Washington's Axis of Evil, aid for the state has been cut by 80 per cent since 2001.

According to Powell, the WFP had to make a nightmarish decision. 'Do we feed the pregnant women and the malnourished children or do we feed the elderly? We could no longer do both. So we stopped giving food rations to the elderly. We have had to cold bloodedly categorise people. It's an excruciating decision to have to make.'

And, even as problems intensify, the ability of the WFP's staff to cope is diminishing. High international oil prices have forced costs up. And United Nations staff are increasingly targets, making expensive security arrangements necessary and curtailing operations in sensitive areas. Two major non-governmental organisations (NGOs) recently pulled out of Afghanistan because of concerns over the safety of their staff.

Yet the WFPs dramatic stance is controversial. The exact cause of the wave of natural disasters is unclear and some doubt a link to climate change. Dr Mark Saunders, a scientist at University College, London, runs a tropical storm forecasting centre. He said that though the year had been 'active', that does not mean the long-term trend is towards more tropical storms. 'There is not evidence of any significant trend over the past 20-30 years. Global change is happening, the question is what the impact might be. One can expect increased flooding but there is no definitive study.'

Clive Elliott, the FAO's locust expert, said it was impossible to link locust swarming to climate change. Nor is it necessarily the case that the war on terror is a distraction - though humanitarian assistance may suffer disproportionately when public attention is not drawn to emergencies, argue some.

Many specialists claim that the focus on overseas events sparked by current security concerns actually marks a huge opportunity for development work, and point out that global aid flows are at their highest level for years.

The Department for International Development is spending £165 million in Iraq this year and next. Around a third of this money has been transferred from programmes in other middle income countries, the rest has come from the department's contingency fund. This, officials say, is easily covered by a budget that has increased by £1.2 billion over the last two years to a total of £4.5bn. This has allowed, officials say, a rapid response to crises in Darfur and Bangladesh.

'The money being spent in Iraq does not mean pulling back on humanitarian funding elsewhere,' one official told The Observer . 'It is an easy answer to say that because of a focus on security we can't fund (action against) locusts. I don't think there is an overall shortage of financing but there are some structural issues that need addressing.'

Some say that all those involved in 'the aid industry' need to take a long, hard look at themselves. Dr Peter Walker, director of the Feinstein International Famine Center at Tufts University in Boston, has recently completed a major report, commissioned by such high profile NGOs as Oxfam, World Vision, Save The Children and the International Rescue Committee, into their field of work.

The report is critical of the way many aid organisations work, saying it is unrealistic for aid workers to be based in the West, flying out on 'high intensity fire fighting missions' to deliver assistance. This must be rectified, he argues. Aid workers, if not recruited locally, should at least live locally, he says, allowing costs to be cut and more appropriate services to be delivered.

What is certain, however, is that demands will grow in coming years. 'In future, disasters will become larger and more cataclysmic and will be increasingly related to extreme weather events,' said Walker. The villagers of Sumdoh province know that already.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Esperanza

17 August 2004

Que sabemos del P.B.C.? 
	


La situación del P.C.B., es uno de esos temas que cada tanto aparece en la consideración publica, generalmente asociado a la posibilidad de que un grupo de personas, un barrio, una localidad, haya sufrido enfermedades inducidas por estos compuestos, que pueden tener su origen en trasformadores eléctricos de las distintas prestadoras de este servicio.

Lamentablemente estos problemas suelen quedar envueltos en una nebulosa de incertidumbre, donde la falta de información o lo que es peor la información tendenciosa, nunca permiten dejar perfectamente establecido si existen problemas de contaminación con esta sustancia y las posibles relaciones de causalidad entre la misma y las patologías detectadas.

En consecuencia y ante las dudas que se generan ante este compuesto es conveniente preguntarse, que es?, es tóxico?, que se debe hacer? hay responsabilidad? De quien?....., es por ello que a continuación se brinda un breve glosario de las principales preguntas sobre estas sustancias



¿A qué se denomina PCB?

La sigla PCB deriva del término en inglés “PolyChlorinated Biphenyls” que significa Bifenilos Policlorados (ó Difenilos Policlorados, con la sigla DPC). Se la usa en forma genérica la sigla en inglés - en casi todos los idiomas - no sólo para los bifenilos sino también para otros compuestos halogenados aromáticos relacionados con ellos, como por ejemplo los Terfenilos Policlorados, Difenilos Policlorados, etc. 

Los PCB son una clase de compuestos químicos orgánicos clorados (organoclorados) de muy alta estabilidad, no corrosivos y muy baja inflamabilidad, que se comenzaron a elaborar por primera vez en 1929 a escala comercial.

Debido a estas características, fueron ampliamente usados durante décadas en una amplio rango de aplicaciones industriales, tales como aceites de corte, selladores, tintas, papel carbónico, aditivos para pinturas, y en particular, refrigerantes y lubricantes en equipos eléctricos cerrados, tales como transformadores y capacitores.

A partir de 1970 comenzó a ser preocupante el impacto de los PCB en el ambiente, fundamentalmente por su persistencia. Esto condujo a decidir un cambio de tecnología y el reemplazo de este tipo de sustancias, a tal punto que ya en 1977 Estados Unidos de América (uno de los mayores productores) prohibió su elaboración, importación y muchas aplicaciones no eléctricas de PCB.

También en dicho país se comenzó a regular estrictamente su uso, manipulación, almacenamiento y disposición final para las aplicaciones eléctricas. Similar actitud fue adoptada por otros países elaboradores de estas sustancias, tales como Alemania, Japón, Inglaterra, Canadá, por mencionar algunos.



¿CÓMO ES SU ASPECTO?

Son de aspecto líquido aceitoso o sólido incoloro o amarillo claro. No tienen olor ni sabor. En las mezclas comerciales puede percibirse un olor que se debe a otras sustancias cloradas más volátiles que pueden acompañar la mezcla. No existen PCB naturales. Todas las mezclas son producto de síntesis química llevada a cabo por el hombre. 



¿CUÁL ES LA IMPORTANCIA DE CONOCER EL NÚMERO DE CONGÉNERES?

Los PCB comerciales están constituidos por mezclas de congéneres. De ahí que es necesario realizar un análisis específico de congéneres para poder comparar los resultados con patrones, y para rastrear por "huella dactilar" las fuentes de las contaminaciones y su posibilidad de degradación en el tiempo. Los PCB pueden lentamente sufrir decloración natural, o sea remoción de átomos de cloro - fundamentalmente los átomos de cloro más expuestos a fotólisis y a degradación microbiana - dando lugar a eliminación de los mismos, o simplemente su reordenamiento en una molécula de PCB diferente. Esto puede determinarse experimentalmente conociendo la "huella dactilar" del PCB. Es así posible realizar un seguimiento de descontaminación natural de un sitio, como por ejemplo un río contaminado. También es necesario este seguimiento cuando se lleva a cabo decloración en los tratamientos de aceites contaminados con PCB. 



¿CÓMO HAN LLEGADO LOS PCB A CONTAMINAR EL AMBIENTE?

Se ha llegado a contaminar aire, agua y suelo durante su fabricación, uso y disposición; a causa de derrames accidentales y pérdidas durante su transporte; y por fugas o incendios de equipos o productos que los contenían. Aún hoy en día, pueden ser emitidos al ambiente desde sitios de disposición de residuos peligrosos; por disposición impropia o ilegal de residuos industriales y urbanos; por pérdidas de transformadores eléctricos viejos conteniendo PCB; y durante la combustión de algunos residuos en incineradores. Como su decaimiento en el ambiente es lento, pueden permanecer en él por largo tiempo. Los PCB pueden viajar largas distancias en el aire en forma de pequeñas partículas, producto en ocasiones de su quemado, y depositarse muy lejos de su lugar de generación. Sólo una muy baja proporción se disuelve en agua, quedando la mayor parte adsorbida a partículas orgánicas en suspensión y en el sedimento del fondo. En el suelo, quedan fuertemente ligados a la materia orgánica. En el agua los PCB son ingeridos por pequeños organismos y peces, que a la vez constituyen alimento para otros animales. Se acumulan en los tejidos grasos de peces y animales marinos, alcanzando niveles miles de veces mayores de los existentes en el agua, pudiendo llegar a través de la cadena alimentaria al hombre



¿DÓNDE SE LOS PUEDE ENCONTRAR HOY EN DÍA?

Diversos relevamientos han identificados niveles de PCB en casi todos los elementos del ambiente, en todo el mundo. Esto se debe, principalmente, a prácticas incorrectas de disposición final y emisiones accidentales que tuvieron lugar entre 1930 y la década de 1970, y su consecuente transporte a larga distancia por corrientes aéreas globales. Una vez liberado al ambiente el PCB es extremadamente persistente, no se degrada fácilmente y tiende a perdurar por muchos años. Por otra parte los PCB, por su propiedad de asimilarse a los lípidos ("lipofilicidad") y su baja degradabilidad, tienen tendencia a bioconcentrarse a medida que avanzan en la cadena alimentaria; por esta razón generalmente se acumulan en los tejidos grasos de animales y humanos, permaneciendo en ellos con los consecuentes efectos toxicológicos. Aunque su elaboración está prohibida en casi todo el mundo, todavía quedan cantidades significativas en cierto tipo de equipos eléctricos. Asimismo, como los requerimientos de tratamiento final de estas sustancias son muy estrictos, muchos países carecen de la tecnología adecuada, y deben recurrir a la exportación a países que cuenten con la tecnología de tratamiento o destrucción y no tengan prohibición para su ingreso. Dichos movimientos transfronterizos se regulan por las disposiciones del Convenio de Basilea, al que nuestro país ha adherido. Esto encarece la disposición y conlleva a prolongar los períodos de almacenamiento transitorio de los residuos, tanto líquidos como sólidos contaminados, prolongando el potencial riesgo a una liberación accidental al ambiente y exigiendo un estricto y permanente control de los lugares de almacenamiento



¿CUÁL ES LA POSIBLE EXPOSICIÓN EN LOS SERES HUMANOS EN GENERAL?

Según estudios realizados en países como Canadá, toda la población podría estar expuesta fundamentalmente a través de alimentos, y en menos proporción a través de aire y agua a pequeñas cantidades de PCB. Como resultado de esto, toda la población podría tener niveles detectables de PCB en tejidos grasos y sangre. Estos niveles no necesariamente implican efectos adversos para la salud. En base a estos estudios, Canadá ha estimado una ingesta diaria de PCB procedente de diversas fuentes, de un microgramo por día para el habitante Canadiense en promedio. En esta estimación debe tenerse en cuenta la distribución histórica del PCB en los países desarrollados y la ubicación geográfica del país mencionado, habida cuenta la mayor incidencia de la contaminación en países del hemisferio norte, por distribución global de estos compuestos orgánicos persistentes. Por otro lado, liberaciones no intencionales tales como incendios no controlados que involucren PCB, u otra forma de emisión accidental al ambiente, constituyen un riesgo adicional de exposición. Cuando los PCB, son sujetos a destrucción térmica no controlada, pueden transformarse en otros compuestos químicos peligrosos, incluyendo Dibenzofuranos Policlorados y ocasionalmente Dibenzodioxinas Policloradas (Dioxinas y Furanos, en general). Luego de un incendio, el material particulado emitido a la atmósfera, que puede contener estas sustancias, puede depositarse en distintas superficies incluyendo suelo y agua con potencial exposición humana. La exposición a nivel laboral hoy en día es mínima, dado la existencia de normativa específica de control y restricción en el uso de estas sustancias. No obstante, los trabajadores involucrados en el manipulación por mantenimiento, almacenamiento, transporte y disposición de los PCB, deben ser capacitados en medidas de seguridad y usar adecuada ropa de protección personal. En Argentina, la normativa específica de seguridad laboral que se aplica para dichas operaciones, está contenida en la Resolución MTySS N°369/91. 



¿CUÁLES SON LOS EFECTOS EN LA SALUD DE LA POBLACIÓN? 

La mayor parte de los efectos conocidos de los PCB en la salud humana, se relacionan con altos niveles de exposición, tales como los ocupacionales o exposiciones accidentales con ingesta de estas sustancias. Los efectos adversos a la salud incluyen formas severas de acné (cloracné), hiperpigmentación de uñas y piel, debilidad, espasmos musculares, bronquitis crónica y una variedad de efectos neurológicos subjetivos. Es importante destacar que estos efectos se han producido por exposiciones a niveles mucho mayores que los que pueden encontrarse en el ambiente. Los animales de laboratorio alimentados con altas cantidades de PCB durante períodos breves, manifestaron daños hepáticos de distinta gravedad alcanzado incluso la muerte. En tanto los que fueron alimentados con dosis bajas por varias semanas, manifestaron anemia, efectos dérmicos tipo acné, daños en hígado, estómago y tiroides. Algunos incluso sufrieron alteraciones en el sistema inmunológico, alteraciones en la conducta y en la función reproductiva. Monitoreos realizados en trabajadores expuestos a los PCB arrojaron alteraciones en sangre y orina que podrían predecir daño hepático. No obstante ello, los estudios sobre población expuesta en general no presentaron evidencia de efectos dérmicos o hepáticos. Los estudios científicos han coincidido que, por lo general, las exposiciones cortas a niveles bajos de PCB no tienen impacto significativo en la salud. Sí en cambio se especula sobre la posibilidad de efectos adversos asociados a exposiciones prolongadas a niveles bajos. Algunos estudios preliminares habrían indicado una posible asociación entre tal tipo de exposición y efectos físicos y neurovegetativos en recién nacidos e infantes. No obstante, se requieren estudios más avanzados para establecer fehacientemente la relación mencionada y la extensión de la misma, así como descartar efectos de exposición simultánea a otros contaminantes. 



¿PUEDEN PRODUCIR CÁNCER LOS PCB?

La Agencia Internacional de investigación de Cáncer (IARC, International Agency for Research on Cancer), ha llegado a la conclusión de que existe una probable relación entre exposiciones prolongadas a altos niveles de PCB en ambientes laborales y un aumento de la incidencia de cáncer, particularmente de hígado y riñón. Esta conclusión se basa en estudios de humanos expuestos a PCB contaminados con dibenzofuranos policlorados, que jugarían un rol importante en el desarrollo del cáncer. La mencionada Agencia Internacional para Investigación del Cáncer (IARC) considera al PCB como probable carcinógeno en humanos (ASTDR 1997; IARC 1987). Muchos de los datos de exposición de humanos provienen de incidentes de contaminación de aceite comestible con PCB y de exposiciones a PCB en trabajadores durante la fabricación PCB y mantenimiento de equipos que los contienen. 



¿PUEDEN LOS PCB AFECTAR A LOS NIÑOS?

Las mujeres que estuvieron expuestas a niveles relativamente altos de PCB en los lugares de trabajo o que ingirieron grandes cantidades de pescado contaminado con PCB tuvieron bebes con peso ligeramente inferior que los de mujeres no expuestas. Los bebes nacidos de mujeres con ingesta de pescado contaminado con PCB presentaron respuesta anormal en ensayos de conducta infantil. Estas anormalidades consistieron en problemas de destreza motriz y disminución de la memoria a corto plazo que se mantuvieron por varios años. Estudios adicionales demostraron que habría alteración en el sistema inmunológico de chicos nacidos y amamantados por mujeres expuestas a altos niveles de PCB. No hay evidencia de efectos de nacimiento o de salud en niños mayores. La forma más probable de contaminación en infantes es mediante la leche materna, y por transferencia transplacental. No obstante ello se considera que los beneficios de la alimentación con leche materna justifican el riesgo de la exposición a PCB por esta vía.



¿CUÁLES SON LAS MEDIDAS DE PREVENCIÓN PARA EVITAR EL RIESGO DE EXPOSICIÓN A LOS PCB?

No permitir a los niños jueguen con chatarra o equipo obsoleto eléctrico, transformadores, capacitares, etc. No permitir que los niños se acerquen a zonas de abandono de basura o chatarra. Denunciar a la autoridad policial/ambiental más cercana el abandono de equipos eléctricos obsoletos. Denunciar ante la autoridad policial/ambiental más cercana el vertido ilegal de fluidos desconocidos en cursos de agua o en suelo. Avisar a la empresa de distribución de electricidad correspondiente ante cualquier anomalía en un equipo eléctrico en la vía pública o en edificios. No ingerir pescados procedentes de cursos de agua con contaminación industrial. Respetar los carteles de advertencia de ingreso o pesca deportiva en ríos/lagos contaminados. En los lugares de trabajo en que existan PCB: · Manipular equipos con fluido eléctrico o de transferencia de calor con fluido PCB o fluido desconocido con ropa de protección. · Usar siempre el equipo adecuado que el empleador tiene obligación de suministrar. · Seguir las instrucciones atinentes a la manipulación segura de estas sustancias y los equipos que las contienen. · Mantener las condiciones de higiene, ducharse y cambiar la ropa al término de la jornada laboral. No llevar al domicilio ropa o herramientas contaminadas. 



¿EXISTEN ENSAYOS PARA DEMOSTRAR EXPOSICIÓN A PCB?

Si bien existen técnicas de determinación de PCB en sangre, tejido graso, leche materna, etc., estos no son ensayos de rutina. Por otra parte se sabe internacionalmente que toda la población podría tener valores muy bajos de PCB en el organismo, debido a que casi todos estamos expuestos a mínimas concentraciones ambientales no detectadas por los ensayos mencionados. Dichos ensayos podrían por otra parte indicar que los niveles de PCB son altos debido a una exposición pasada, pero no permiten indicar cuándo se produjo la misma y las consecuencias en la salud de dicha exposición. 



¿EXISTEN VALORES MÁXIMOS RECOMENDADOS EN LA LEGISLACIÓN NACIONAL?

La Ley 25.670 de presupuestos mínimos de protección ambiental para la gestión y eliminación de PCB define el nivel mínimo que debe contener una mezcla para considerarse contaminada por PCB. Esta cantidad es de 0,005 % en peso, o sea 50 ppm (partes por millón). Asimismo se establecen en dicha norma metas para su eliminación total del territorio de la República Argentina antes del año 2010. No obstante ello, por tratarse de una norma de presupuestos mínimos según la Constitución Nacional Argentina del año 1994, normas complementarias provinciales pueden ser más estrictas que los definidos por esta Ley estableciendo, por ejemplo, plazos más cercanos para su eliminación del territorio provincial. 



¿QUÉ DEBE HACERSE CON LOS PCB?

La solución es proceder en mediano plazo a la destrucción total del PCB remanente, evitando su dispersión incontrolada en el ambiente. La tecnología probada de destrucción de PCB a escala real involucra la incineración con una eficiencia suficientemente alta para asegurar la no generación de otros compuestos aún más tóxicos tales como las dioxinas y furanos. Esta eficiencia, debe ser superior al 99,9%. Específicamente para la Ley Nacional Nº 24.051 de Residuos Peligrosos y su Decreto Reglamentario Nº 831/93, la eficiencia de remoción exigida es del 99,9999 %. Al no poder garantizarse en nuestro país esta eficiencia y la no generación de dioxinas y furanos, es que los fluidos con más de 5.000 ppm de PCB deben ser exportados para su destrucción en el exterior. Existen otros métodos de tratamiento, pero hasta la fecha sólo pueden ser aplicables en nuestro país la descontaminación de aceites minerales con concentraciones de PCB por debajo del 0,5 % (5.000 ppm), mediante la decloración e hidrogenación catalítica. Estos métodos permiten asegurar con un margen de seguridad adecuado que los aceites descontaminados poseerán menos PCB que los que determina la Ley, o sea menos de 50 ppm. El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) ha realizado inventarios de tecnologías disponibles internacionalmente de tratamiento y disposición final de PCB. Entre las distintas tecnologías propuestas se encuentran - además de las mencionadas - la hidrogenación térmica y el uso de hornos de clinker, pero las mismas aún no están disponibles en nuestro país. 



¿CUÁL ES LA POSIBILIDAD DE ELIMINACIÓN DE PCB EN ARGENTINA?

Argentina no tiene habilitado ningún método de destrucción térmica para PCB. La razón de esto radica fundamentalmente en la imposibilidad de efectuar un adecuado monitoreo de dioxinas y furanos, productos altamente tóxicos que se podrían generar por una inadecuada incineración de los PCB. Al no existir laboratorios certificados a nivel nacional para dicha medición, la validación de dichas tecnologías de combustión se hace económicamente inviable. Actualmente, se está trabajando en la habilitación de otras tecnologías no oxidativas de descontaminación de aceites minerales. Dichas tecnologías son aconsejables para la descontaminación de aceites minerales con una contaminación en PCB por debajo del 1% en PCB (10.000 ppm).La instalación de tecnologías fijas para destrucción de PCB (incluso para tecnologías no oxidativas), se ve dificultada por la existencia de normativas locales que prohíben el ingreso de residuos peligrosos en sus jurisdicciones, factor que desalienta a los posibles operadores de este tipo de plantas de tratamiento de residuos. 



¿CÓMO SE DEBE PROCEDER PARA LA ELIMINACIÓN TOTAL DE PCB?

Actualmente la Argentina está exportando para su adecuado tratamiento en otros países, aquellos PCB o mezclas de PCB – o los equipos que los contengan - que posean una concentración mayor al 0,5 % en peso de PCB (5.000 ppm). Puesto que la capacidad operativa de las empresas habilitadas localmente para descontaminar PCB es aún limitada, muchos poseedores de PCB optan por exportar sus fluidos o equipos aún conteniendo concentraciones de PCB menores a esta cifra. La exportación de los PCB a destruir debe ser efectuada a un país que cuente con adecuada tecnología y no tenga prohibición de ingreso de estas sustancias. Esta exportación constituye un movimiento transfronterizo, que debe realizarse en el marco del Convenio de Basilea. El mismo se hace a través de la Dirección Nacional de Gestión Ambiental de la Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable, Autoridad de Aplicación de la Ley 23.922 de aprobación del Convenio de Basilea. Hasta marzo de 2003 se han exportado más de 2700 toneladas métricas de PCB y los equipos que los contenían. En el documento de Datos Estadísticos pueden observarse las destrucciones realizadas por emprendimiento voluntario de empresas y organismos de distintas jurisdicciones

BBC

Europe 'must adapt on climate' 

By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 

Europeans must learn how to live with a changing climate as well as seeking to limit its effects by cutting emissions, the European Environment Agency says. 
An EEA report, Impacts of Europe's changing climate, says fewer than 50 years remain to act against the threat. 

It says melting meant Europe's glaciers lost a tenth of their mass last year, and harvests fell by almost a third. 

The EEA says the climate change under way now probably exceeds all natural climate variation for a thousand years. 

Warmer in Europe 
The report brings together existing knowledge about how the climate is changing, and highlights some pointers of particular concern to Europe. 

	
	If we go on as we are, we have less than 50 years before we encounter conditions which will be uncharted and potentially hazardous 
Professor Jacqueline McGlade, EEA 


The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change suggests the global average temperature could on present trends be from 1.4 to 5.8C warmer in 2100 than in 1990. 

The EEA says the comparable temperature increase for Europe is between 2 and 6.3C. 

It says the 2003 heatwave caused melting which reduced the mass of the Alpine glaciers by 10%, and harvests in many southern countries were down by as much as 30%. 

The European Union says the world should act to try to prevent temperatures rising more than 2C above their 1990 level, an increase which it regards as the highest sustainable level. 

The report says: "On present trends this target is likely to be exceeded around 2050." 

The EEA's executive director, Professor Jacqueline McGlade, said: "This report pulls together a wealth of evidence that climate change is already happening and having widespread impacts, many of them with substantial economic costs, on people and ecosystems across Europe. 

"Europe has to continue to lead worldwide efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but this report also underlines that strategies are needed, at European, regional, national and local level, to adapt to climate change." 

The clock is ticking 
Professor McGlade told BBC News Online: "This is the first time we've called specifically for Europe to adapt, but we're not minimising the Kyoto Protocol process. We remain committed to the need to cut emissions. 

"What the report shows is that, if we go on as we are, we have less than 50 years before we encounter conditions which will be uncharted and potentially hazardous." 

The report says: 

· by 2050, about 75% of the glaciers in the Swiss Alps will probably have disappeared 

· at sea, there has been a northward shift of zooplankton species over the last 30 years by up to 1,000 km (625 miles) 

· projections suggest annual river discharge will decline strongly in southern and south-eastern Europe, but increase almost everywhere in the north and north-east of the continent 

· cases of encephalitis carried by ticks, and associated with a warming climate, increased from 1980 to 1995 in the Baltic region and central Europe, and remain high. 

The report says human activities have raised the atmospheric concentration of one of the main greenhouse gases, carbon dioxide, to 34% above its pre-industrial level. 

Up not down 
To achieve the EU's goal of limiting the temperature rise to 2C by 2100, it says, global greenhouse emissions "need to be reduced substantially". 

But it says: "Due to ongoing emissions of greenhouse gases, the observed rise in global temperature is expected to continue and increase during the 21st Century." 

The EEA underlines the very long time it would take to slow the rate of climate change, because of the longevity of many gases. 

It says: "There is new and stronger evidence that most of the warming observed over the last 50 years is attributable to human activities. 

"Even if society substantially reduces its emissions of greenhouse gases over the coming decades, the climate system would continue to change over the coming centuries." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Agence France Presse -- English

August  18, 2004 Wednesday 7:41 AM Eastern Time

SECTION: International News

LENGTH: 609 words

HEADLINE: Europe facing ever-more weather extremes, warns new report

DATELINE: PARIS, Aug 18

 BODY:

   Europe is being increasingly hit by weather extremes, rising sea levels and ever-higher greenhouse gas emissions, according to an EU environmental agency Wednesday which said global warming is happening faster here than anywhere else.

   While northern Europe is set for wetter weather, drier conditions in the south could threaten agriculture in some areas, the European Environment Agency (EEA) warned, outlining both the human and economic costs.

   The elderly and frail face the "lethal threat" of more frequent and more intense heatwaves such as last summer's, and the report has a stark warning for Europe's glaciers stating that three-quarters of those in the Swiss Alps are likely to disappear by 2050. 

   And it also warned of "rising sea levels for centuries to come".

   These kinds of conditions, the impact of global climate change, are already being seen in Europe, or are projected to happen over the coming decades as temperatures rise, the EEA said urging Europe to draw up strategies to limit the effects.

   "The concentration of CO2, the main greenhouse gas, in the lower atmosphere is now at its highest for at least 420,000 years, possibly even 20 million years, and stands 34 percent above its level before the Industrial Revolution," the report said.

   It also warns that Europe will heat up by 2100 faster than the rest of the world.

   "Europe is warming faster than the global average," it said.

   "The temperature in Europe has risen by an average of 0.95 degrees Celsius in the last hundred years and is projected to climb by a further 2.0-6.3 degrees Celsius this century as emissions of greenhouse gases continue building up."

   The finding contradicts forecasts by  United Nations  experts three years ago who predicted the thermometre to rise by between 0.1 and 0.4 degrees Celsius every 10 years in Europe.

   Europe has seen severe and highly destructive weather conditions in the last couple of years. In August 2002, serious flooding in 11 countries killed about 80 people and caused economic losses of at least 15 billion euros (18.5 billion dollars).

   Last summer, a heatwave in western and southern Europe recorded more than 20,000 excess deaths, particularly among elderly people.

   Jacqueline McGlade, the EEA's executive director, said the report showed evidence that climate change was already happening and having widespread impact on people and ecosystems across Europe.

   "Europe has to continue to lead worldwide efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but this report also underlines that strategies are needed at European, regional, national and local level, to adapt to climate change," she said in a written statement.

   Other current or future impacts of climate change in Europe highlighted in the report include a projected rise in sea levels of two to four times higher this century than the 0.8 to 3.0 millimetres per year in the last century.

   By 2080, cold winters could disappear almost entirely, while hot summers, droughts and heavy rain or hail could be much more frequent.

   Climate change over the past three decades has also sparked decreases in populations of plant species in some parts of Europe and is likely to increase the frequency of flooding, especially flash floods.

   Economic losses from floods, storms, droughts and heatwaves have more than doubled over the past 20 years to about 11 billion dollars annually, the report noted.

   The 1990s were the warmest decade on record and the three hottest years recorded -- 1998, 2002 and 2003 -- occurred in the last six years.

   The EEA is an EU body and currently has 31 member countries.

________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS-Inter Press Service
August 16, 2004, Monday

LENGTH: 1066 words
HEADLINE: Argentina: bulldozers crushing a once-protected nature reserve
Bulldozers are bruising through the edge of a virgin forest in the northern Argentine province of Salta, habitat of a multitude of endangered plant and animal species and home to impoverished peasant farmers and Indians.

The powerful machines lift the soil like a carpet and everything is burned in an effort by private companies to turn the jungle into farmland.

"If they come here, there will no longer be any animals," Donato Antolin, of the Wichi indigenous group, told Tierramerica. He is a member of one of 25 families of that ethnic group that live in the former nature reserve General Pizarro. 

The provincial government stripped the 25,000-hectare reserve of its official protected status earlier this year and auctioned it off to agribusiness interests keen on planting transgenic soybeans.

The area had been set aside in 1995 to protect tree species like the 'quebracho blanco' (Aspidosperma quebracho-blanco), 'quebracho colorado' (Schinopsis quebracho-colorado), 'palo amarillo' (Aloysia gratisima) and 'urundel' (Astronium urundeuva).

Some of the vulnerable animal species inhabiting the reserve are the turquoise-fronted parrot (Amazona aestiva), two types of armadillo, the 'tato carreta' (Priodontes maximus) and 'quirquincho' (Tolypeutes mataco); the jaguar (Panthera onca); the capuchin monkey (Cebus apella); the southern tarandua (Tamandua teradactyla); and the capybara (Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris), the largest rodent.

Now these species are in danger once again, from the tractors and bulldozers, which are leveling the areas bordering the former reserve and are nearing the area's outer limits.

But Noemi Cruz, of the National Parks Administration in Salta, told Tierramerica that the machines have in fact already made inroads into the General Pizarro area.

Logging in that zone has been halted for now, because of legal actions against the sale of the once protected lands. Operations cannot continue as long as the courts have not issued a ruling.

"The companies (that bought the land at auction) claimed that it was a mistake made by the workers," said Cruz, worried because the Parks Administration is withdrawing support of actions by the environmental watchdog group Greenpeace Argentina.

In recent weeks, Greenpeace activists on motorcycles and wearing jaguar costumes blocked the bulldozers.

"When they saw us, the men operating the bulldozers got down from the machines and asked us for information," Emiliano Ezcurra, part of the group's biodiversity campaign, told Tierramerica.

Better than anyone, the operators know the damage that the bulldozers cause. The giant machines lift up the soil, piling everything to one side. Then, another worker sets fire to the brush and the tree trunks and branches, and watches as the animals run off, sometimes in flames, he said.

Some animals, disoriented in their flight by the smoke, run right into the tractors.

Within the reserve is the village of Pizarro, population 3,000. In addition to the Wichi Indians, a hunting and gathering group, the rest of the community is made up of peasant farmers who are poor but live in harmony with the surrounding forest.

For their livelihood they raise cattle, collect honey and cultivate small plots of land.

It is government-owned land, but they have lived there longer than anyone can remember.

Casimira Gomez, 76, uses a branch as a sort of crutch, to make up for the mobility she lost when she broke a hip, for which she never underwent surgery. She also uses the crutch to shoo off iguanas.

Her parents lived on the same plot of land where she has her dilapidated shack and her livestock. "I don't want to leave this place. If they take me to a town, what would I raise there?" she says. "The people aren't so nice in the towns."

Villagers like Gomez are "intruders", according to Argentina's federal courts, which are to rule on the lawsuits filed by environmental groups, the local communities and academics to halt the bulldozers.

The Salta provincial government argues that the reserve was already "degraded" and says the funds generated from the sale of the land will be used to improve roads.

The province's lawmakers approved the measure that stripped the area of its protected status, and in June the auction began. The land was divided into 2,000-hectare lots, with one section of 2,000 hectares set aside for the "intruders".

The government "never hired a forest ranger, they only come once a year to walk the paths, without ever entering the brush. If they had tried they would know that there can't be degradation in the areas where access is impossible," Pizarro resident Carlos Ordonez told Tierramerica.

Sandra Caziani, biologist and professor of agro-ecology at the National University of Salta, sees the government's decisions as "unacceptable".

"In any protected area there will be some level of degradation," and the responsibility for that neglect lies with the government authorities, she said in a conversation with Tierramerica.

The heaviest costs of the land sale will be seen when the soybean boom ends, said Caziani. Soy is currently Argentina's most lucrative crop and is pushing the expansion of the farming frontier.

During the dry months, the temperature in Salta hits 50 degrees Celsius. "Imagine what is going to happen without the forest. That is going to turn into a desert," said the biologist, a member of the National Council on Scientific Research.

Caziani and a dozen academics sent a letter to the authorities explaining why the reserve should not have been sold off. But they were unsuccessful in preventing the auction.

"The greatest value of the area lies in its ecosystem, and that will completely disappear, replaced by crops," she says.

In circumstances like this, Caziani says she wishes that a local goddess were real: "The mother of the forest", according to legend, draws in those who harm the trees and then makes them get lost in the heart of the forest.

(* Marcela Valente is an IPS correspondent. This report was originally published Aug. 7 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramerica network. Tierramerica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme: www.tierramerica.net)

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

West Africa Reels Under Invasion of the Locusts 
ROME, Italy, August 18, 2004 (ENS) - Rains usually mean good news for the arid countries of the West African Sahel, but this year, good rains have brought devastating swarms of locusts to Mauritania, Mali and Niger, and United Nations agriculture officials say the worst is yet to come. 

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said from its headquarters in Rome that the main reason for this year's enormous numbers of locusts is that a series of good rains has fallen, first in the Sahel during the summer of 2003, and then in Northwest Africa during winter/spring. 

[image: image8.jpg]


Locusts swarm a tree in Mauritania (Photo courtesy FAO)
The rains have created favorable ecological conditions for locust development in the region and allowed at least four generations of locusts to breed one after the other, the UN agency said. 

To survey the threat up close, the Chairman of the African Union Commission, the former President of Mali, Alpha Oumar Konare, and FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf are visiting Mauritania today. 

In Mauritania, swarms of locusts moving from the north towards the south were reported in Tiris Zemmour, Adrar, Inchiri and the capital Nouakchott. 

FAO officials say the first adult locusts of the summer generation could start to appear by the end of August. 

"I can't just stand here with arms crossed - I have to plant my crops even if I know the locusts are going to come and eat them," says Jidhoum M'Bareck, a farmer near the town of Kaedi, Mauritania. "Between six and 10 people depend on this field." 

Another farmer, Amadou Binta Thiam, 82, still tills his fields by hand. "I have a big family, 20 people depend on me. I have no children working outside who can send me money. If locusts get my field, it is a real catastrophe." 
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Alpha Oumar Konare, Chairman of the African Union Commission and a former President of Mali, is visiting Mauritania today to assess the locust threat. (Photo courtesy African Union Commission)
Massive hatching has started and large numbers of dense hopper bands are forming in Mauritania and along the Senegal River Valley. Many other farmers have stopped sowing seeds because of the locust threat. 

Some locust swarms have reached westward into Chad. So far, there are no reports of swarms in Darfur, western Sudan, but "the threat remains high in August," the FAO says. 

Sudanese refugees are still streaming east across the border into Chad, fleeing the Arab Janjaweed militia that have already killed roughly 30,000 people and driven more than a million from their homes. 

In addition to its chronic poverty and the influx of refugees, Chad has now been hit by the locusts that flown in from West Africa. 

The locusts heading towards the Chad-Sudan border are adding to the almost insupportable burden of misery there. Jean-Marie Fakhouri, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees' director of operations for Sudan and Chad, warned following a visit to Iridimi camp in northern Chad that the area has not turned green even under heavy rains and the situation is "very, very precarious." 

Fakhouri left Chad to return to Darfur on Tuesday, continuing his mission to assess how the refugee agency can better help 200,000 Darfuri refugees in eastern Chad, as well as many of the estimated 1.2 million Darfuris displaced within Sudan in 18 months of civil conflict. 
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A locust munches someone's crop in West Africa (Photo by G. Diana courtesy FAO)
Countries from Morocco in northern Africa to Mauritania to the southwest have attempted to control the locust onslaught with pesticides sprayed by plane. Despite planeloads of pesticide, the insects have destroyed orchards, food crops, and grazing land in a wide swath across the continent. 

At a recent ministerial meeting in Algiers involving the nine locust affected countries in western Africa, two scenarios were drawn up, costed at $58 million and $83 million, depending on the degree to which the situation may deteriorate. 

Aircraft, pesticides, vehicles, sprayers and technical support are lacking in all affected countries, the FAO says. 

So far, about $14 million has been committed through FAO by donors, including the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development, France, the Islamic Development Bank, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, the United States of America, and the FAO. Other funds from several more donors are in the pipeline, awaiting approval. 

More locust breeding will occur from August onwards and the first new swarms could start to form by mid-September, threatening crops that will be ready for harvest. Soon afterwards, the swarms are likely to re-invade the north and northwest unless conditions remain unusually favorable in the Sahel to allow another generation of breeding, the agency says.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

African Locust Plague Likely to Worsen, UN Says
GENEVA - The worst locust plague to hit poverty-stricken northwest Africa in 15 years will likely worsen with meteorologists predicting ideal breeding conditions for new swarms, the U.N.'s weather body said yesterday. 

Millions of locusts have already devoured crops and stoked fears of famine in a region where most inhabitants are subsistence farmers. 

"The desert locust situation is now becoming extremely serious in northwest Africa, threatening to overwhelm agriculture in the region," the World Meteorological Organization said in a statement. 

"In the coming weeks, the hot, humid weather in the area will provide ideal conditions for locusts to reproduce and the new swarms could start to form by mid-September," the WMO said. 

While rains improve crops, they are also favorable for locust breeding. This year, exceptional rains following several years of drought have allowed the insects to flourish. 

The governments of Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Gambia have already called for aid to contain the insects. The plague has also hit Chad, which borders the war-torn region of Darfur in western Sudan. 

Locust swarms vary in size from less than 0.4 sq mile to several hundred square kilometers. Each square kilometer can contain 40 million to 80 million insects. A swarm can devour a crop field within minutes. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

River Niger Wetlands of International Importance Protected 
GLAND, Switzerland, August 18, 2004 (ENS) - The government of the West African country of Niger has designated three new wetland sites for protection as wetlands of international importance under the Ramsar Convention, according to the convention's secretariat in Gland. One of the newly protected wetlands along the River Niger shelters the only viable West African giraffe population. 

The three new sites cover more than three quarters of a million hectares (2,895 square miles) along the Niger River and two of its former tributary valleys from the north. 

Abou Bamba, the Ramsar Secretariat's senior advisor for Africa, was able to present Niger’s minister of the environment with site diplomas for the three new sites at a meeting hosted by French President Jacques Chirac in Paris in April. Now that the datasheets for the three sites have been thoroughly gone over by the Africa team in the Secretariat, the new areas can be added to the List of Wetlands of International Importance. 

Landlocked Niger is one of the poorest countries in the world, and its agrarian and subsistence-based economy is often disrupted by the extended droughts common to the Sahel region of Africa. Still, the government has been taking vigorous steps in recent years to conserve its wetland resources, with the assistance of WWF International’s Living Waters Programme. 

The three newly protected sites are Dallol Bosso, Dallol Maouri, and Zone humide du moyen Niger II in the Niger floodplain. 

Dallol Bosso in Dosso department is a system of seasonal watercourses and permanent pools in the old north-south valley of a long inactive branch of the River Niger, associated with 775 kilometer (480 mile) long depression running southward from Mali. 

One of the few remaining giraffes in Niger (Photo courtesy Sandra Keller und Roger Maneth)
Sandy soils with a near-surface aquifer contribute to the agricultural importance of the area and to the only viable West African population of the giraffe, Giraffa camelopardalis. 

The site supports numerous fish species at different stages of their life cycles, and certain species migrate towards the Niger during the winter season, enriching the biodiversity there. 

Chief human uses of the area include irrigation agriculture, livestock, forestry, fishing, and the extraction of the carbonate salt, natron. Natron was used to preserve Egyptian mummies and today is used as a preservative, cleanser and cosmetic salt scrub. 

The effects of desertification in the region, including uncertain rains, sand encroachment, and inadequate groundwater recharge, give cause for concern, the Ramsar Secretariat says, and overgrazing and soil impoverishment through overcultivation are seen as potential threats. 

The area is adjacent to Parc National du W and part of the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve of that name. 

The second newly protected wetland is Dallol Maouri in the Gaya department. This former north-south tributary of the Niger River along the frontier with Nigeria in the southwest, is now a complex of permanent saline-alkaline pools and seasonal streams and creeks with what the Secretariat calls "an exceptional complex of vegetation" including the Palmyra palm, Borassus aethiopum, and African doum palm, Hyphaene thebaïca. 

Nine ethnic groups live in this region, and rainy-season agriculture and market gardens, salt extraction, fishing, forestry, and grazing are the principal means of livelihood. 

A sustainable tourism potential is seen, and a local research program, financed by Switzerland, is studying potential development in sustainable livelihoods. As elsewhere in the region, the effects of desertification are the most worrying threats to the site, the Secretariat says. 

Zone humide du moyen Niger, with birds, March 2001. (Photo by Anada Tiéga courtesy Ramsar)
The Zone humide du moyen Niger II, also in Dosso, covers a 25 kilometer (12 mile) stretch of the River Niger along the border with Benin in the southwest of the country, with associated floodplains and pools. 

The area is known for the presence of hippo grass echinochloa stagnina, a quality forage plant, and the grass anthephora nigritana which provides habitat for thousands of waterbirds as well as pasturage. 

Threatened species include the white-tailed mongoose, the pale fox, vulpes pallida, and the African manatee, Trichechus senegalensis. The permanent pools provide refuge for several fish species that have disappeared elsewhere along the river. 

The hydrological regime is characterized by a period of flooding of four to five months, beginning in August with local torrential rains and again in November with floods coming from upstream. 

The rich alluvual soils provide agricultural and pastoral livelihoods, but unwise practices, as well as invasions of the cattail, typha australis, present potential threats. The land is largely state owned but the population has age-old rights of usage. Denis Landenbergue and the WWF Living Waters team deserve obeisant thanks for helping to facilitate the data collection and designation of these three new sites, which help enormously to patch together under the Ramsar umbrella the mosaic of the Niger River Basin and its vital wetland resources.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

19 August 2004

General Environment News

Kenya to conduct biological survey at Mombasa port

Mombasa, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya will undertake its first biological port survey at the Indian Ocean port of Mombasa, authorities announced here Wednesday. The objective of the survey will be to know the existing marine species and detect others which may be introduced due to increasing volume of ballast waters from ships arriving in the country. Livestock and fisheries development minister, Joseph Munyao told a Port Biological Baseline Survey workshop that the move would greatly assist in the management of aquatic invasive species in Kenyan territorial waters. Officials from the ministry and stakeholders in the livestock and fisheries sector and representatives from Angola, Namibia, South Africa, Mozambique, Tanzania, the Comoros, Mauritius and Seychelles are attending the meeting. Munyao said the government was wary of the devastating effects of the spread of harmful aquatic organisms, hence the importance of managing ballast water and sediments carried by ships. "The problem of aquatic invasive species has been recognized, more so as the volume of sea borne trade continues," the minister said. According to Munyao, the effects of aquatic invasive species had led the government to spend millions of shillings in trying to control water hyacinth in Lake Victoria. He said the government would support Kenyan scientists in facilitating scientific and technical research to monitor the effects of ballast water management. Kenya Marine Fisheries Research Institute (KEMFRI).  The scientist promised that the KEMFRI would provide back up reference and voucher specimen collections from which future introductions and extinction of species will be referred to. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng053333&dte=18/08/2004
Taking Stock of Sustainable Development

Business Day (Johannesburg): SA conference aims to ensure aims of summit two years ago are achieved - TWO years after SA hosted the World Summit on Sustainable Development, government has taken on the daunting task of leading the implementation of targets set by world leaders at the Johannesburg summit. SA wants to avoid falling into the same trap as the previous summits held in Stockholm and Rio de Janeiro, which have come under fire for failing to monitor progress and implement targets more than 10 years after hosting the event. To mobilize South Africans behind the Johannesburg development goals, government will mark the second anniversary of the summit with a conference to take stock of progress made. SA's commitment to the development goals should silence world critics who believed that SA would suffer the same fate as the previous host nations. Participants at the conference, to be held in Johannesburg from September 1 to 4, will represent nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), churches, youth and women's organizations and trade unions. Themes that will be discussed include energy, agriculture, water and sanitation, human settlements, climate change, air pollution and food security.  Discussions on energy and climate change are likely to stir the most debate, with government and some civil organizations differing on, for example, the use of nuclear energy and the pace of switching to renewable energy.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200408180296.html

Lake Victoria Fish Stock Diminishes

New Vision (Kampala): IN the last few months, many boats on Lake Victoria have resorted to carrying firewood instead of Fish. Ferrying firewood is not a choice, but a result of dwindling fish in the lake. "It is obvious that we are facing hard times. The good old days when fishing was in plenty are no more," says Salongo Nalumoso of Buvuma Islands. Lake Victoria has an area of 68,800 square kilometres, making it the largest lake in Africa and the second largest in the world. It is shared between Uganda, 43%, Tanzania, 51% and Kenya 6%. The lake is also a major source of fresh water fish for the three East African countries. But, the fish stock in the lake is fast dwindling. Traditional fishermen are turning to doing other things rather than fishing on the lake. Today, there are only about five different species of fish, a far cry from the original 350 species. The Nile perch in the lake, has contributed to the demise of other fish species. The Nile Perch was introduced in the lake in the mid 1950s. The Lake Victoria Perch was formerly called the Nile Perch. It was neither a true perch nor did it ever live in the Nile. The fish was at first introduced in the lake purposely to control the population of other fish species. Unfortunately, it has nearly destroyed all the other species. The African Cat Fish, Lung Fish and Mud-Fish will soon be extinct. http://allafrica.com/stories/200408170149.html
Sapo Park Under Destruction, Green Advocates Alarm

The NEWS (Monrovia): A systematic degradation and plunder of the Sapo National Park allegedly by an organized armed gang, under the command of the Sinoe County MODEL'S commander John Nyan has been reported. According an environmental group known as the "Green Advocates" illicit mineral mining and commercial hunting in the park is currently taking place there.  In a release Tuesday, the group described such acts as a "criminal enterprise" which involves hundreds, if not thousands, of fighters and local people thus leaving to the severe pillaging of the park. The group said it conducted a preliminary investigation and has further confirmed that significant portion of the park has been destroyed by the activity of the syndicate. It said it also established that makeshift business centers of different kinds including video, nightclubs, entertainment, large sprawling camps, and several newly created settlements have been constructed in the heart of the park. The Green Advocates also said it learned with total dismay that several of Liberia's protected animals species including the Pygmy Hippo, Antelopes, Duikers, crocodiles, several birds of preys and protected primates including monkeys and chimpanzees were being slaughtered on a commercial basis and exported to markets in Monrovia and in neighboring countries. The Senior Legal Counsel of Green Advocates said, "The Sapo National Park is the foundation for conservation efforts in Liberia therefore it sanctity must be respected and maintained at all time", adding that, "MODEL as a belligerent and occupying authority in Sinoe County, has obligations and responsibility under international law to ensure that areas proclaimed as protected in compliance with Liberia's international environmental obligations must receive full security protection and guarantee." The environmental group has therefore proposed that a panel be constituted to conduct an immediate investigation and establish when and how the illicit mining and commercial activities started in the park. Another proposal is that the UN Security Council Sanction review scheduled for September be condition on the findings of this investigation.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200408180259.html
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ROAP Media Update –  19 August 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP and ECO sign collaboration agreement 
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=8/19/2004&Cat=9&Num=15 

UN agency strikes environment agreement with Central Asian economic group 

UN News Center, 18 August 2004 – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and a regional trading group based around Central and Western Asia today reached a deal to promote renewable energy sources, toughen green laws and encourage eco-friendly tourism in the area. The agreement, signed by UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer and the Secretary-General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), Askhat Orazbay, at a meeting in Tehran, commits the two bodies to joint activities to strengthen protections across a range of environmental issues. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=11672&Cr=unep&Cr1= 

Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan deliberate on ozone protection 
Tehran Times, 18 August 2004 - TEHRAN (PIN) — Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan held a tripartite meeting to discuss ozone protection through controlling import and export of ozone depleting material. 
The meeting was held at Pardisan Nature Park attended by representatives form ozone layer office of commerce ministries of the said countries as well as representatives from the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Detailview.asp?Keyword=UNEP&Da=8/18/2004&Cat=9&Num=26 
Coffs invited to enter livable cities awards

ABC Online, Australia , 19 August 2004 - Following becoming the first city in Australia to win the International Nations in Bloom competition in Stuttgart, Germany, two years ago Coffs Harbour has now been asked to submit a bid for another award.

The Nations In Bloom competition was endorsed by the United Nations Environment Program and recognised excellence in environmental management, planning and works to enhance quality of life.

The International Awards for Livable Cities replaces Nations in Bloom and Coffs Harbour been invited to Niagara in Canada in October.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200408/s1180262.htm 

____________________________________________________________________________ ______________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

**Anniversary, UN Baghdad Bombing
Tomorrow will mark the first anniversary of the bombing of the UN headquarters in Baghdad.  As you know, 22 of our colleagues died in that terrorist attack and many more were injured.

Ceremonies will be held in Geneva, Amman, Jordan, here in New York and, of course, in Baghdad, itself.  The Secretary-General will attend the Geneva ceremony.  He is expected to deliver remarks and unveil a commemorative plaque.

Family members of the deceased will light candles in memory of their loved ones.  The events in Geneva will be simulcast here in New York, as well as in Amman, and participants in all three locations will jointly observe a minute of silence following the Secretary-General’s remarks.  The Secretary-General is also expected to say a few words later in the day at the start of a special concert given by the Brazilian musician Gilberto Gil.
Here in New York, the Deputy Secretary-General will preside over a ceremony in the Trusteeship Council Chamber.  And, that will start at 8:30 in the morning.  Ms. Fréchette will unveil a commemorative plaque, which will ultimately be placed near the meditation room in the Visitor’s entrance, along with flag that flew over the UN office in Baghdad on the 19th of August 2003.
The Deputy Special Representative for Iraq, RossMountain, will preside over the ceremonies in Amman.  And, finally, in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Ashraf Qazi, will attend an event with Iraqi national staff, as well as survivors of the attack and relatives of the deceased.
More detailed information is available upstairs in my office, and we’ll also make available to you advance copies of the Secretary-General’s remarks.
**Secretary-General in Geneva
The Secretary-General is in Geneva today.  He’s meeting at this moment with the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, and she is his only official appointment for today.
**UN Missions in DRC, Burundi
The UN missions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and in Burundi are expressing concern about the volatile situation along their common border and taking all possible pre-emptive measures to avert a major crisis. 
The Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, briefed the Secretary-General in detail about the situation in the region by telephone yesterday evening.  Mr. Guéhenno is asking the Security Council if he may brief it tomorrow on developments in both the DRC and Burundi, and he has agreed to speak to you at the stakeout after that briefing, whenever it takes place.
**Sudan
From Khartoum, we have reports that the Joint Implementation Mechanism will hold its fourth meeting tomorrow evening.  The Foreign Minister is expected to present further actions to be taken by his Government to meet its commitments under the Darfur Plan of Action.  He is also expected to present a list of the Janjaweed militia, on which it has an influence.
According to the Darfur Plan of Action, these militia are to be instructed by the Government “to cease their activities forthwith and lay down their weapons”.
The members of the Joint Implementation Mechanism will travel to Darfur for several days, starting on the 26th of August, to assess the progress made by the Government in fulfilling its commitments.  We also have reports that Jan Pronk spoke today by phone with John Garang, leader of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army, regarding the Southern Sudan/Naivasha peace talks.
On the humanitarian side, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs will release its August Darfur Humanitarian Profile later today, which provides an update on operations in the region during the month of July.
The UN now estimates that there are more than 1.2 million internally displaced persons in Darfur, up from 1 million reported last month.  The report indicates that the estimate of the total number of conflict-affected people in Darfur was 1.48 million people as of the 1st of August.
The World Food Programme reports that, as the rainy season reaches its peak, it’s urgently scaling up its air operations into the region, with a particular emphasis being placed on El Geneina, the capital of West Darfur, the state worst affected by the rains.
UN Humanitarian agencies are also expressing concern over recent reports that thousands of displaced people spontaneously returning to southern Sudan from the north are facing continued harassment and abuse.
** Iraq
Earlier today in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Ashraf Qazi, met with Iraq’s President Ghazi al Yawer.  They discussed a number of issues, including the ongoing National Conference and the situation in Najaf.  Qazi reiterated the Secretary-General’s concern regarding the deteriorating situation in that holy city and expressed hope that a peaceful solution would end the crisis there.

Throughout the day, Qazi met with a number of Iraqi personalities, representing several regions, who are attending the National Conference.  As for the conference proceedings, the delegates are currently voting for the interim assembly.
**Liberia Disarmament Campaign
In Liberia, more than 200 ex-government soldiers who fought for former President Charles Taylor surrendered their weapons to UN peacekeepers yesterday in the remote area of NimbaCounty, where Liberia’s civil war first began in 1989.

The surrender came on the first day of the launch of the UN Mission’s latest disarmament and demobilization programme for the country.  At the launch, the UN Mission’s Force Commander, Lieutenant-General Daniel Opande, said the latest exercise was critical to dispel the notion that there were cross-border movements of weapons into neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire.
We have more on this in a press release from the UN Mission.
**Haiti/Brazil Soccer Match
A bit later on this afternoon, the national teams of Brazil and Haiti will play in a friendly soccer match in Port-au-Prince.  To mark this game, played in the name of peace, a video message from the Secretary-General will be played.  He will tell the thousands of soccer fans that remarkable teamwork and individual talent, as it will be displayed on the field, represents what is needed to build a new Haiti.
We have the full text of that message in my office.
**Worsening West Africa Locust Crisis
West Africa is facing a worsening locust crisis, as more swarms arrive in Mauritania, Mali and Niger.  The Food and Agriculture Organization’s Director-General, Jacques Diouf, is currently visiting Mauritania for a first-hand look at the swarms and the damage they cause.  FAO says that, in Mauritania, adult locusts could start to appear by the end of August, while there are reports that swarms are present in various parts of Senegal.

Meanwhile, the initial locust situation for Morocco and Algeria was becoming calm.
We have more in an FAO press release.
**Maritime Workers Convention
An international convention designed to create a new biometric identity verification system for the world’s 1.2 million maritime workers has received enough ratifications to go into force in February of next year.

The International Labour Organization said the system will help bolster international security in the global shipping industry.  ILO adds that the system is also designed to ensure the rights and freedoms of maritime workers and facilitate mobility in the exercise of their profession -- for example when they board their ships to work, take shore leave, or return home.
There’s more on that upstairs as well.
**UNEP Agreement with Asian Organization
The United Nations Environment Programme has signed an agreement to help strengthen environmental management in parts of Asia.  The agreement with the Economic Cooperation Organization includes strengthening environmental law and enhancing environmental education and training programmes.
The Economic Cooperation Organization is an intergovernmental regional organization, established by Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, and now embracing also Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, the KyrgyzRepublic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.
We have more in a UNEP press release.
**UN Peacekeeping Worldwide
And, finally, we also have upstairs today an update note on UN peacekeeping operations around the world.  According to the update, there are close to 60,000 military and police personnel currently serving in 16 UN peacekeeping operations around the world.

That’s all I have for you.  Papa?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, the latest issue of Disarmament Times has a critique of Security Council documentation produced by the Secretary-General, including that there are major problems with the reports he submits.  It is perhaps good to ask this question on the anniversary of the attack in Baghdad because the Times says that the UN reports don’t reflect reality or the forces that create conflicts, and that when UN forces are sent into areas, they are essentially working blind.  Can I get a response on that? I left a copy of the paper with you, with your office yesterday.

Spokesman:  Alright.  Well, I haven’t seen the report, but we will take a look at it and see if we have any reaction to give you.

Question:  Fred, after the massacre in Burundi, the whole region seems to be threatened –- the DRC, as well as in Rwanda and Burundi.  Some parties are even threatening to use force, and one of them says that the genocide is still continuing.  Now, what special measures has the UN Mission in the DRC taken so far, and is Mr. Guéhenno required to make urgent recommendations to the Council to prevent another genocide?

Spokesman:  I’m not ready to say that we are anticipating another genocide in the area.  We have concern about public statements by leading officials and military personnel in the area about possible intention to retaliate for the massacre.  And, that’s why we have put our people on alert.  We have limited means, of course, but we have deployed additional troops to the border area.  We are continuing helicopter surveillance over the border area.  We are patrolling Lake Tanganyika, and I would recommend to you an interview by UN radio today with the spokeswoman for the Mission in Burundi who describes in a bit more detail the kinds of pre-emptive actions we are taking that I referred to in my initial report.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshlands" ��Iraq Business News - UNEP launches project to restore Iraqi marshlands�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Disasters" ��The Observer - Focus: Hidden Disasters: Who cares?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "PCBs" ��Esperanza - Que sabemos del PCBs.?� 
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