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Dawn

'Himalayan glacial lakes likely to overflow' 
By A Reporter 


ISLAMABAD, Dec 18: The glacial lakes are swelling up in the Himalayan region so rapidly that they may overflow within five to ten years, threatening the lives of the people living in the valleys. 

This was stated in a paper, titled "Integrated flood management in upper Indus Basin", by Arjumand Hussain Wani, a renowned journalist from Indian held Kashmir. The paper was presented in his absence before the participants of a four-day regional media and policy workshop on "Fencing Floods in South Asia; Disaster Preparedness Through Risk Communication". 

The workshop has been organized by Intermediate Technology Development Group, South Asia, Journalists Resource Centre, Rural Development Policy Institute and Duryung Nivaran, South Asia, at a local hotel. 

In his paper, Mr Wani said a recent study conducted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) had shown that the lakes being formed in the Himalayas and others mountain ranges because of global warming threatened the lives of tens of thousands of people. 

He said, due to melting of high-altitude snowfields because of rise in temperature, lakes, directly fed by glaciers, were swelling in Nepal, Bhutan and Kashmir. For instance, the study has shown that 44 lakes were filling up quickly, he added. 

Scientist working for the UNEP and International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development say more then 40 Himalayan lakes can soon overflow. 

Findings indicate that 20 glacial lakes in Nepal and 24 in Bhutan have become potentially dangerous as a result of climatic changes. There is evidence that any one of these lakes can burst its banks in five to 10 years time, unless some safety measures are taken, Mr Wani stated in his paper. 

He said a gigantic avalanche and flood came off the Annapuran Range in Nepal about 1,000 years ago and swept down the Seti river, depositing debris several hundred feet deep in a valley where the town of Pokhara is now located. A present, a similar avalanche may kill as many as 100,000 people, he added. 

He said qualitative and quantitative degradation of the Siachen glacier had a direct bearing on the water flow in the Indus River. The militarisation of the glacier has adversely affected the ecology of the region, he added. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

CLIMATE CHANGE: Canada's  Ratification Puts Kyoto In Russia's Hands 

Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien yesterday signed his nation's instrument of  ratification for the Kyoto Protocol on climate change following last week's House of  Commons passage.  The fate of the treaty now rests with Russia, passage by which is seen as vital if the protocol is to enter into force, Associated Press reports.

    While more than the required 55 nations have already ratified the Kyoto Protocol, the  treaty must also be approved by enough countries to cover 55 percent of total greenhouse gas emissions.  The United States, responsible for 36.1 percent of global  emissions, has reversed its previous support for the protocol, meaning that Russia, with  17.4 percent, must sign to validate the treaty, AP reports.

    Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov said in September his nation planned to ratify  "in the very near future" (AP/MSNBC.com, Dec. 16).

    Chretien said at the signing ceremony he hoped Canada's provincial governments would cooperate with measures to implement Kyoto, adding that "things will have to change." 

    Handing the ratification document to Environment Minister David Anderson for delivery to  the United Nations, Chretien said, "Go ... to the United Nations and you say to them that  Canada is a good citizen of the world" (Allison Dunfield, Globe and Mail, Dec. 16).

    World Wildlife Fund Climate Change Program Director Jennifer Morgan hailed the ratification, saying, "In the face of opposition from a strong fossil fuel lobby, he (Chretien)  moved forward with the long-term interests of Canada and the globe in mind."

    Canada's energy industry, along with energy-producing provinces led by Alberta, had  lobbied against the treaty, saying Canadian firms would be unable to compete with U.S. companies not facing Kyoto restrictions (AP/MSNBC.com).  Canadian Alliance member  Bob Mills, whose political party voted against ratification, said the fight against the protocol would continue.  "We will be watching this government at every budget to

    examine how much it wastes chasing this potential economic disaster.  We'll also keep their feet to the fire in seeing how they actually live up to Kyoto.  Article 3 of the accord  says each signatory party 'shall by 2005, have made demonstrable progress in achieving  its commitments,'" Mills said (Dunfield, Globe and Mail).

___________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

CORAL REEFS: Great   Barrier Reef Greatly  Recovered, Says Institute 

The Great Barrier Reef, a UNESCO World Heritage site, has begun to recover from  severe bleaching to become one of the world's healthiest coral reefs, the Australian  Institute of Marine Science said in a new report yesterday.

    Bleaching, a sign of dying coral polyps, had affected almost 60 percent of the reef after a 1997-98 El Nino weather event raised ocean temperatures to dangerously high levels.    Today, however, only 6 percent of the 1,200-mile northeast Australian reef system is  affected, the institute said.

    "Reefs, if they are left alone and not stressed, they will recover quite rapidly," said Global  Coral Reef Monitoring Network head Clive Wilkinson.

    The effects of human activity have reportedly placed 88 percent of coral reefs in Southeast Asia, home to the largest number of reefs, at moderate to high risk (Paul  Brown, London Guardian, Dec. 18).  Wilkinson's group said in a recent report that many of the world's reef systems will continue to disappear owing to climate change, cyanide  and dynamite fishing and pollution from untreated wastewater and agricultural runoff.  Reefs receiving protection from such effects show significantly improved  recovery, the World Bank says (World Bank release, Dec. 17).

_________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Europe Agrees Animal Feed Environmental Risk Plan

BRUSSELS, Belgium, December 17, 2002 (ENS) - An innovative European Union proposal to submit all animal feed additives to a risk assessment to ensure they will not harm the environment was endorsed by agriculture ministers yesterday. The new regulation will also complete an EU drive to ban antibiotics as livestock growth promoters by extending it to a further four   substances. 

The proposals were originally tabled by the European Commission in March.  Under them producers will have to complete a risk assessment before they can  receive marketing authorizations for their additives. All additives are covered,  including preservatives, flavoring, colorants and vitamins. 

Antibiotics as livestock growth promoters  will not be permitted. (Photo courtesy Freefoto)

Only additives for which the  assessment shows negligible  impact on the environment and on both animal and human health will get marketing consent. 

Authorizations will be time limited to 10 years. For some additives  maximum residue limits in final food                      products will be set. Feed makers have already said they are unsure how the changes will affect them. 

Giving antibiotics to farm animals results in the emergence of resistant bacteria with potentially disastrous consequences for human health, the  United Kingdom Advisory Committee on the Microbiological Safety of Food and others have said. 

In addition, the regulation will outlaw use of the antibiotics monensin sodium, salinomycin sodium, avilamycin and flavophosphlipol as growth promoters from 2006. The use of coccidiostats and histomonostats will continue, though  under tighter conditions. The Commission will review in 2007 whether these  should also be banned. 

In a separate decision yesterday ministers also confirmed an EU ban on the use of hormones as growth promoters. The ban is a major bone of contention between the European Union and the United States. 

Both decisions now go to the European Parliament for a second reading.   Members of the European Parliament have already suggested several changes on the additives plan, including an earlier antibiotics ban, and a conciliation  may be necessary to resolve differences. But they are likely to fully back the  hormone ban. 

In other points on the council agenda, which continues until tomorrow's fisheries items, ministers debated a future EU organic farming action plan on  the basis of an as yet unpublished European Commission working document. 

Germany reiterated concerns over the potential harm being caused by the formation of acrylamides in fried foods. Supported by Belgium, Sweden and Denmark, it called for negotiations with the food industry to redu                      acrylamide content. 

{Published in cooperation with ENDS Environment Daily, Europe's choice for environmental news.                                     Environmental Data Services Ltd, London. Email:  envdaily@ends.co.uk} 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Red Mine Waste Fouls Pristine Greek Bay 

IERISSOS, Greece, December 16, 2002 (ENS) – Deep red mine wastes from a lead and zinc mine owned by a subsidiary of the Toronto based TVX Gold,  Inc., are discoloring the Bay of Ierissos in northeastern Greece. More than half  a mile of the bay, known for its large sandy beaches, clear waters, and abundant fishing, is now streaked with pollution. 

On December 6, the Greek Supreme Court ordered TVX to close down the  mine beneath Stratoniki because TVX’s environmental assessments were  found inadequate to ensure the safety of the village and its 800 people. The mine still continues to operate. 

Red mine wastes contaminate the Bay of Ierissos. (Photo courtesy Mineral Policy Center)

Local villagers and fishermen have observed the red wastes   entering the bay since  December 7. 

Tolis Papageorgiou, a  local civil engineer,  says, “Commercial  fishing could be seriously affected by this spill, because of the risk of heavy metal  contamination. The bay of Ierissos is one of the major fisheries of Greece.” 

The wastes flowing into the bay of Ierissos are likely to contain traces of lead,  zinc, silver, and other toxic metals, as well as cyanide and other chemicals which are used to process metals from TVX’s mine. 

Maria Kadoglou of Hellenic Mining Watch says the Stratoniki citizens contacted her group asking for assistance to stop the mining. 

She says that when the authorities do force the mine to close, the surrounding  environment needs ongoing protection. “We urge the authorities to protect  residents and the bay from the polluting impacts of this mine during its closure," she said. "TVX must be held accountable for the environmental damage caused by the mine.” 

Local rock has high sulfide content, which can drain acid for centuries after the mine is closed. Acid mine drainage already poses risks to the local community and water supplies. 

Mining activity has already caused the land surface to collapse in several places, cracking houses and the village church. Because the area is underlain by active geologic faults, such mining has the potential for harm to property  and human lives, Hellenic Mining Watch says. 

For the past two years, TVX has been mining the Mavres Petres mine  immediately under the village of Stratoniki. Despite the unanimous opposition of the local people and their officials, in February the Greek government  issued a permit to TVX Hellas allowing for the continuation of mining activities at the Mavres Petres mine, which is part of TVX’s Stratoni zinc lead silver operations. 

Public demonstrations against the mine by the citizens have been violently  quelled by an outside police force sent in by the central government.  Numerous local citizens have been arrested and charged with offenses in an                      attempt to prevent further demonstrations and to allow mining to proceed, says Hellenic Mining Watch. 

The company, which has not responded publicly to the waste discharge, says  its February permit for TVX Hellas was issued following an independent study conducted by six Greek professors from the National Technical University of Athens (NTUA) on behalf of the Ministry of Development, an extensive review by relevant government departments and positive local community information meetings. The NTUA committee’s findings confirmed that the proposed mining method is both safe and appropriate for the Mavres  Petres orebody, the company says. 

Goverment authorities have not made any public statement regarding the red  plume of mine waste pollution, nor have they proposed any efforts to control the damage. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Spain has spent 200 mln euros on oil spill so far
  MADRID - Spain has spent 200 million euros ($206 million) so far on offsetting the damage from the huge oil spill washing over its  northwest coast, a cabinet minister said on Wednesday. 

  "To date we have spent around 200 million euros...a significant amount, which will be topped up with European funds soon," Treasury  Minister Cristobal Montoro said in an interview on private television channel Telecinco. 

  Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar said on Monday the regions whose fishing industry has been devastated by oil from the sunken tanker  Prestige would receive 265 million euros of EU funding. 

  The sunken tanker has disgorged more than 20,000 tonnes of of heavy fuel oil since it sank last month. The disaster continues to kill  wildlife and is crippling the fishing industry that is vital to the economy of the northwestern Galicia region. 

  Spanish government funding, which includes help for companies hurt by the disaster and extra spending on promoting tourism and food  products from the regions affected, will not throw this year's budget off course, ministers said. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Tainted Soil Raises Concern About Food Safety
 LONDON (Reuters) - French scientists fear that pollutants from industrial sewage which contaminate soil could be entering the food chain. 

Researchers at the University of Franche-Comte in Besancon discovered that snails placed in  a container filled with soil from a disused lead and zinc smelter had increased levels of cadmium in their bodies. 

Scientists had thought that organisms would only be able to take up heavy metals and pollutants if they are dissolved or suspended in water percolating through the soil but the French research suggests the assumption is wrong. 

"Our work is, to our knowledge, the first evidence of this," Renaud Scheifler, who headed the  research team, told New Scientist magazine Wednesday. 

The study suggests that pollutants such as cadmium, which can cause kidney damage, anemia and bone problems, could be entering the food chain. 

Scheifler said it may now be necessary to check whether other heavy metals such as zinc, copper, lead and mercury are also a bigger hazard than previously thought. 

"His team also wants to check if other organisms that feed on soil can absorb heavy metals as  readily as the snails," according to the magazine. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –18 December 2002

www.ips.org

SPAIN:
Two Ships Sink the Government's Prestige 

Tito Drago 


MADRID, Dec 18 (IPS) - Two recent incidents -- the sinking of an oil tanker off the coast of Spain and the interception of a freighter by Spanish warships acting on U.S. intelligence -- dealt harsh blows to the image of the governing Popular Party (PP), which is running the risk of losing elections for the first time since it came to power in 1996. 

The results of the municipal elections coming up in May will be of crucial importance to the next general elections, to be called by 2004 at the latest. The possibility of holding earlier elections depends on the conservative PP, which has an absolute majority in parliament. 

According to a poll carried out Dec 11 and published Dec 16 by Sigma Dos, a private consultancy firm, the PP's ratings are just 2.9 percent ahead of those of the opposition Spanish Socialist Workers' Party (PSOE), down from a 10 percent lead last January. 

In addition, Sigma Dos found that a month ago, 37.4 percent of those interviewed held a ''good'' or ''very good'' image of the government of Prime Minister José María Aznar, compared to 31.9 percent in this month's survey. 

The results were even more unfavourable when respondents were asked their opinion on how the government handled the emergency caused when an oil tanker, the Prestige, began to break apart on Nov 13, was towed out to sea, and eventually sunk, causing a major environmental disaster along the northern coast of Spain. 

The damage was extensive, although its full magnitude has not yet been assessed. Of those asked about the incident, 82.5 percent said the government reacted too slowly, 75.2 percent said it acted with reluctance, and 64.1 percent believed it handled the catastrophe in an ineffective manner. 

Another opinion poll, carried out by the Instituto Opina, with ties to the prestigious Spanish daily El País, found that the image of the cabinet ministers directly or indirectly involved in the Prestige incident had suffered, due to their actions or omissions. 

Sources close to the Instituto Opina said the responses would have been even more negative if the survey had been carried out after the circumstances surrounding the interception of a Cambodian-flagged freighter, the So San, by a Spanish warship in the Arabian sea were made public. 

On Dec 9, a Spanish warship intercepted the So San, acting on information from U.S. intelligence services, which reported that it was flying without a flag and should thus be boarded on suspicions that it was a pirate ship. 

After a Spanish frigate ordered the freighter to slow down and fired warning shots, Spanish special forces boarded the ship and found 15 Scud missiles, conventional warheads, 23 tanks of nitric acid, and drums of unidentified chemicals hidden under thousands of bags of cement. 

The weapons and chemicals, which came from North Korea, did not appear on the ship's manifest, which only showed that the merchant vessel was carrying cement. 

Spain handed the ship over to the U.S. navy, and the initial official explanations out of Washington and Madrid said the missiles might have been headed for the Al-Qaeda network that the U.S. government holds responsible for the Sep 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on New York and Washington. 

But the U.S. administration then took Spain by surprise by turning the So San over to Yemen, explaining that the cargo was actually a legal shipment of weapons purchased from North Korea by the government of Yemen. 

Spanish military sources speaking off the record said it was ''curious'' that Yemen would need such weapons. 

Other sources said the episode was a result of a lack of coordination between two U.S. espionage teams, according to a report by the Spanish on-line daily DiarioDirecto. 

The on-line newspaper reported that one of the teams was purportedly behind an operation to take the Scuds to a remote area of Iraq, pretend to discover them there, and accuse the Saddam Hussein regime of violating its United Nations disarmament obligations. 

The other intelligence team, which had nothing to do with the operation organised by the first, apparently suspected that the So San was carrying weapons and began the process that led to the vessel's interception by the Spanish ships, DiarioDirecto reported. 

The sources cited by the on-line daily said Washington then decided that the ship should continue on to Yemen to deliver the cargo, in order to prevent the operation against Baghdad from being revealed. 

Madrid immediately expressed annoyance, but in cautious terms, because Aznar is a staunch ally of the government of President George W. Bush. 

But shortly after it was announced that the So San would be released, an official spokesman for Spain's Defence Ministry said ''the U.S. government should explain to international public opinion its change of mind regarding this operation.'' 

White House spokesman Ari Fleischer said that while Washington might be concerned about the shipment of weapons from North Korea, ''international law is still international law,'' and the cargo was legal. 

Thus, what was initially presented as a brilliant operation by Spanish military forces to head off trafficking in weapons of mass destruction ended up being reduced to a ''misunderstanding'' -- and perhaps a manipulation by Washington -- in which Madrid merely followed instructions. 

The two ship-related incidents have hurt the government's image, which was strong because this year Spain has maintained economic growth levels above the European Union average; dealt heavy blows to the illegal Basque separatist organisation ETA; and successfully organised a European Summit, as well as a meeting of leaders from Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean. 

And the Prestige, which is sitting at 3,600 metres below sea level and is still leaking fuel, promises to continue damaging not only the environment but the Aznar administration's popularity. 

Of the 77,000 tons of fuel oil carried by the tanker, an estimated 50,000 remain in its tanks. 

The oil slick is threatening the coasts of Portugal and France, and has caused an environmental catastrophe along the shoreline of northern Spain, which for years will affect two key local industries, fishing and tourism.

ENVIRONMENT:
2002 the Planet's Second Warmest Year 

Gustavo Capdevila 


GENEVA, Dec 18 (IPS) - This year, which saw an increase in the Earth's average surface temperature, is the second warmest in the 160 years since instrumental measurements of temperatures have been recorded, reports the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO). 

Another notable weather trait of 2002 is the reappearance of the phenomenon known as El Niño, though in a more moderate version than its most recent occurrence, in 1997-1998. 

Since 1900, the planet's average surface temperature has risen 0.6 degrees Celsius, and the temperatures recorded this year, through late November, were a half-degree higher than the annual average from 1961 to 1990. 

As a result, 2002 replaced 2001 as being the second hottest year -- after 1998 -- of the 20th century. 

The exceptional readings on thermometers in the last few years are not isolated incidents. ”Clearly, for the past 25 or 26 years, the warming has been accelerating,” said WMO Climate Programme director Kenneth Davidson, adding that the rate of increase ”is unprecedented in the last thousand years.” 

This warming has been verified through ice core samples, seabed samples and tree ring samples, Davidson explained. 

The rate of warming is the most noteworthy aspect of the phenomenon. Davidson admitted that he is surprised at the rate of temperature increases. 

”Personally, I would say it isn't what I expected,” he told a press conference as he presented the WMO report Tuesday. ”I think that everyone is surprised to see this rate of increase” in the average world temperatures. 

The phenomenon is being tracked by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which is made up of scientists specialising in studying aspects related to global warming. 

In its the third assessment report, the IPCC states that the world is warming at unprecedented rates and it is ”likely” that human activities are influencing this phenomenon. 

”And I would say that certainly is the opinion of the members of the WMO as well,” the United Nations agency entrusted with research and information on climate phenomenon, said Davidson. 

The warming trend will persist unless additional steps are taken to curb greenhouse gas emissions, which contribute to retaining heat in the Earth's atmosphere, according to WMO assistant secretary-general Hong Yan. 

The WMO annual report, which Yan presented Tuesday in Geneva, notes the reappearance in 2002 of conditions in the tropical Pacific that are known to give rise to El Niño. 

The El Niño event occurs every three to seven years, when the sea-surface temperature over a large area of the equatorial Pacific, off Australia, becomes warmer than normal, and this current of warmer water moves eastwards, towards South America. 

The presence of the current alters the winds and the climate in general, and can cause weather extremes, including torrential rains and drought, in the Pacific region. 

Climatologists explain that El Niño is only one stage of a characteristic cycle of changes that occur in this region, and can be likened to a pendulum. An El Niño event occurs when the pendulum reaches its maximum point. 

The two relatively recent El Niño experiences that are considered the most intense in history occurred in 1982-1983 and 1997-1998, causing the extremes of drought and flooding, with devastating consequences for humans and for economies. 

But Davidson said, ”We are anticipating that the El Niño conditions will begin to move back to neutral after next May.” 

The WMO also called attention to the reduced size of the so- called ozone hole over Antarctica. The Southern Hemisphere spring is when the atmospheric ozone layer thins, but this year the total area of the hole was the smallest since 1988. 

In late September, an unprecedented event occurred: the ozone hole cleaved into two parts. The hole expanded until mid-October, but by early November it had disappeared. The thinning is cyclical, occurring from September to as late as December. 

The limited area of the hole and the brevity of its appearance can be explained by meteorological conditions in the stratosphere, says the WMO. Efforts must continue to eliminate the production and use of ozone-depleting gases, particularly CFCs and furans. 

The UN agency's report also states that the extent of sea ice covering the Arctic Ocean in September this year was less than in any previous September since 1978, when satellite observations began to be conducted.

www.tierramerica.net
"The seed of respect"

By Néfer Muñoz*
Environmental crimes are crimes against humanity, not just against species of flora and fauna, says Helen Mack, a leading human rights activist in Guatemala. "The greatest utopia is a society the lives and feels the sublimity of nature," she said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 
SAN JOSE - Helen Mack, of Guatemala, has won international admiration for her fight for respect for human rights since the 1990 assassination of her sister, Myrna Mack, a noted anthropologist, at the hands of a military commando. 

Myrna was stabbed to death. The authorities reported it as common murder. But the perseverance of Helen, at the helm of the organization she founded, the Mack Foundation, ultimately revealed that the assassination was planned by the armed forces. 

In 1993 the courts found the perpetrator guilty of the crime, and one of the three men accused of masterminding the killing, retired colonel Juan Valencia Osorio, was sentenced to 30 years in prison.

Now, focusing her efforts on the sustainable development issue, Helen Mack assures that "the greatest utopia is a society the lives and feels the sublimity of nature." It is there, she says in an exclusive interview with Tierramérica, that the seed of respect is found, and the future of the defense of all human rights. 

Q - A crime against nature is often referred to as "eco-cide". What is the worst eco-cide in Latin America? 
A - The destruction of the forests and the contamination of water sources. From these arise many other crimes, which above all are true criminal attacks against humanity, not only against species of flora and fauna. 

Q - If you were a judge and were a sort of "Baltazar Garzón of the environment", who would you issue an arrest warrant for? (Garzón is the Spanish judge who rose to fame in his attempt to extradite former Chilean dictator, Augusto Pinochet, to face trial for crimes against humanity.) 
A - For the mafias that are destroying the forests, for the government officials who collude with those criminals. I would also make a list of industries to force them to operate under terms that respect nature, and I would promote preventive programs and not just promises of compensation for damages caused. 

Q - What would be the greatest utopia for an environmentalist? 
A - The greatest utopia is a society the lives and feels the sublimity of nature, a society that acts out of respect above anything else. This utopia would not be anything new. Hesiod proposed it in his writing "The Work and Days" some nine centuries before our era. This would require freeing ourselves from individualism and from anthropocentrism. 

Q - Is it true that environmentalists are like watermelons? Green on the outside, red (socialist) on the inside? 
A - I don't think so. We need to break those stereotypes that have been stigmatized with the color red. What happens is that environmentalists inevitably reach a point at which they question the system. They ultimately have to fight the market, consumerism, individualism and power relations. 

Q - Is there an antidote to poverty? 
A - There is no magic potion. The fight against poverty requires a combination of different factors in order to create social well being. These include strong commitment, political will and a drastic reform of the existing social, cultural, economic and political structures. 

Q - How would you explain to a child -- for instance, the child of a member of the Guatemalan military -- what human rights are? (In many ways, Guatemala is still recovering from a bloody 36-year civil war in which the military is blamed for a large portion of the grave human rights violations committed in that time.) 
A - I would use the same teaching methodology I would use with any child. It is believed that children with military parents are exposed to militarism and to the shadowy notions that members of the military defend, but that is no reason to discriminate against or exclude these children. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           **Iraq

           Good afternoon.  From Baghdad we can report that a United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection   (UNMOVIC) team carried out the inspection of a plant involved in the production of steel structures, forging casts, and  moulds and fixtures for different industrial uses.  Two other UNMOVIC teams visited separate locations involved in  missile activity.

           Meanwhile, an International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) team continued to inspect facilities in the Mosul  region and another IAEA team inspected three sites in the Baghdad area.  The full Baghdad report is available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council began its work today with a series of briefings in an open meeting by the chairs of the  Council sanctions committees on Iraq and Kuwait, Angola, Afghanistan, and Liberia, as well as working groups on Africa and peacekeeping operations.

           The Council then held two formal meetings to adopt presidential statements, one encouraging cooperation with  the International Tribunals and the other welcoming the ceasefire agreement in Burundi.

           In the first statement, the Council stressed the importance of full cooperation by all States with the work of the  two International Tribunals dealing with the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda.  It noted that all countries, including  Yugoslavia and Rwanda, are obliged under Security Council resolutions to cooperate fully with the Tribunals.

           On Burundi, the Council requested the Secretary-General to study ways of responding positively and with  urgency to the requests for any expertise and advice which the Secretariat could provide to facilitate the definition of  the mandate and the deployment of the African mission provided for in the 2 December ceasefire agreement.

           The Council is now holding consultations.

           The first item is a briefing by the High-Level Coordinator for Iraq, Yuli Vorontsov, on the Secretary-General’s   latest report on the issue of the return by Iraq of Kuwaiti property, as well as missing Kuwaitis and third country  nationals.

           The second item on the agenda is Guinea-Bissau.  We reported to you on both reports at yesterday’s briefing.

           Then at 3 p.m., the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, is scheduled to brief   Council members in consultations.  The Secretary-General is expected to attend those consultations.

           **Counter-Terrorism Committee

           For the record, the Security Council yesterday afternoon encouraged its Counter-Terrorism Committee to build  a dialogue with international, regional and subregional organizations active in the areas addressed by the Council’s  anti-terrorism resolution 1373.

           In a statement read by the Council’s President, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, the Council  requested the Committee to invite all relevant organizations to contribute information on their activities in the area of  counter-terrorism and to send a representative to a special meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Committee with such  organizations on 7 March 2003.

           **Human Rights

           This morning in The Hague, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello,  participated in an annual conference, sponsored by the International Criminal Law Network, on the establishment of the  International Criminal Court (ICC).

           He said at that conference that his office is ready to provide concrete help to States so that their legislation   would enable judges to carry out national prosecutions under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

           He also noted that, among its achievements, the ICC includes enforced disappearances in its list of crimes,  an advance from earlier tribunals, and he added that the Statute “represents an advance with regard to the inclusion of  gender concerns in the construction of international criminal law”.  While in The Hague, Mr. Vieira de Mello also met  with the Prosecutor of the International Tribunals, Carla Del Ponte.

           **Press Releases

           We have a couple more press releases to highlight for you today.  The Food and Agriculture Organization  (FAO) announced today that a barge carrying fishing gear is heading along the Sobat River to southern Sudan.  The  barge is carrying nets, ropes and hooks, as well as seeds and tools for 27 villages where the malnutrition rate is about  20 per cent.  The ceasefire agreement between the Government and the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement or  Army has allowed access to previously inaccessible communities.

           The second press release is also from the Food and Agriculture Organization.  Their “Food Outlook” for  December has been posted on their Web site.  And the latest figures show a drop in the global production of cereal, but a rise in the production of pulses.  The press release has more information.

           **Budget

           One bit of budget information today.  We received full payment of the 2002 regular budget contribution from  Pakistan with payment of more than $677,000.  Pakistan becomes now the 117th fully paid Member State for the  regular budget.

           **The UN Works

                 Public relations.  The UN Works programme announced today it will co-produce a 10-part family television  series called “What’s going on?” for broadcast on the Show Time network.  Each half-hour episode will examine a  critical global issue —- such as HIV/AIDS, conflict and child labour -— by profiling the life of an individual child and  each will be hosted by a United Nations Goodwill Ambassador.

           The series begins on Sunday, 19 January with an episode on the HIV/AIDS crisis in the Caribbean hosted by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Goodwill Ambassador, Danny Glover.  Other programmes will feature  Messenger of Peace Michael Douglas,whowill travel to Sierra Leone to host the episode on child soldiers and United  Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ambassador, Angelina Jolie, in a segment from a refugee camp in Tanzania.

           If you want any more information on this programme, you can contact Dawn Blalock at extension 8333.

           **Guest at tomorrow's noon briefing

           And our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General's Special Envoy for  HIV/AIDS in Africa.  He'll be here to talk to you about his specialty.

           That's all I have.  Mercifully short.  Richard, do you have anything today?  Any questions from you beforehand?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Would you explain what's going to happen tomorrow in the Security Council when Hans Blix is  supposed to brief?  Is he going to brief in the morning session or the afternoon?  What is he going to brief on?

           Spokesman:  I thought your question would be, would he talk to you when he comes out, and we'll ask him to  do that.  He hasn't yet indicated to me whether he will or not, but we will ask him.

           Blix will begin his briefing in the morning at 10 a.m.  How long it will go -- we'll have to see.

           Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           The plenary has been taking decisions on Third Committee reports this morning on the following agenda  items:  implementation of the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development and of the twenty-fourth special   session of the General Assembly; social development, including questions relating to the world social situation and to  youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family; follow-up to the International Year of Older Persons -- Second World  Assembly on

           Ageing; crime prevention and criminal justice; international drug control; and advancement of women;

           Also, implementation of the outcome of the Fourth World Conference on Women and of the twenty-third  special session of the General Assembly, entitled Women 2000; report of the United Nations High Commissioner for  Refugees, questions relating to refugees, returnees and displaced persons and humanitarian questions; promotion and  protection of the rights of children; programme of activities of the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous  People; and elimination of racism and racial discrimination, and a number of human rights questions.

           In fact, I was delayed monitoring the vote on human rights questions, that include:  implementation of human  rights instruments; human rights questions, including alternative approaches for improving the effective enjoyment of   human rights and fundamental freedoms; human rights situations and reports of special rapporteurs and  representatives; the comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Vienna Declaration and Programme of  Action; and the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

           And lastly, the Plenary will be taking decisions on follow-up to the outcome of the special session on children  and report of the Economic and Social Council.  These are all votes that are going on Third Committee reports in the plenary this morning.

           As I mentioned in yesterday’s briefing, International Migrants Day is observed today and President Kavan’s  message is available as a press release and on the Web site.

           The next scheduled meeting of the plenary will be on Friday.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

· *** *  
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* * * * 

Cyprus


18 December – Members of the United Nations Security Council today called for intensified efforts to settle the Cyprus problem.


In a statement to the press read out by Council President Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, Council members commended Secretary-General Kofi Annan for the initiative he took in recent months to bridge the gap between the two sides and to enable them to reach an agreement. The members expressed the view that the proposal he put forward on 11 November, as revised on 10 December, provided a “unique opportunity to reach a settlement in the coming weeks.”

Council members also voiced “regret that the Turkish Cypriot leadership has not responded in a timely way” to Mr. Annan’s initiatives, and called for “its constructive efforts to reach a settlement in conformity with the timetable proposed by the Secretary-General.”

Welcoming the willingness of both sides to continue the negotiations in the period ahead, the statement underlined the importance of intensifying the talks so that full agreement will be reached before 28 February 2003, in conformity with the timetable proposed by the Secretary-General.

Council members urged both sides to work on the basis of the Secretary-General’s revised proposal, drawing attention to the “unique opportunities that existed for the settlement of this long-running problem and to the benefits for all concerned from so doing, so that all Cypriots can benefit from Cyprus’ accession to the European Union,” the President said.

All concerned were urged to seize “the historic opportunity to bring a peaceful, just and lasting settlement to the Cyprus problem for the benefit of all these people and the wider region,” he said, adding that Council members gave their full backing to the continuation of the Secretary-General’s mission of good offices and his effort to bring about a settlement in the first two months of 2003.


The press statement followed a closed-door briefing by Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for Cyprus. “There’s a lot of work to be done in the 10 weeks ahead, and it will be done,” he told reporters following the consultations. “My colleagues are on the island and we hope that we achieve success in the time remaining.”


The envoy reported that the Secretary-General “has written to the two leaders today, as well as to the leaders of Greece and Turkey, setting out the road ahead as he sees it, and the work that needs to be done, and drawing their attention to the need to move fairly quickly on a number of issues that are pending.”


Mr. de Soto voiced hope that “at least some preliminary work” could begin “even this week.”

* * *

Burundi

18 December – The United Nations Security Council today welcomed the signing of the ceasefire agreement early this month between the Government of Burundi and a rebel group, and asked Secretary-General Kofi Annan to “study ways of responding positively and with urgency to the requests of the Burundian parties.”

In a statement read out by the President of the Security Council, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, the Council reaffirmed its support of the peace process in Burundi, and asked the Secretary General to assist by providing “expertise and advice” in facilitating the “definition of the mandate and the deployment of the African mission” established in the accord signed on 2 December in Arusha, Tanzania.

The Council also requested the Secretary-General to help in providing logistical support for the mission, as well as the mobilization of potential donors, and the selection of a chair for the Joint Ceasefire Commission established pursuant to the Agreement.

“The settlement of the crisis in Burundi depends on a political solution, [and] only a negotiated settlement in the framework of the Arusha Agreement of 28 August 2000 will enable the country to restore stability,” the statement read. The Council praised the efforts of the Burundian Government to improve the domestic economic situation, and called on donors to “provide the necessary financial assistance to facilitate the return to development and financial stability.”

The Council’s statement also pointed out that a number of issues remain outstanding, including the reform of the army, and called on the Governments of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Burundi to normalize relations as soon as possible, pursuant to their joint communiqué of 7 January.

The Council also expressed “serious concern about the deteriorating humanitarian situation in Burundi,” and called on all parties “to grant safe access to humanitarian personnel in their efforts to deliver assistance to vulnerable populations” throughout the country.

* * *

Guinea-Bissau

18 December – Voicing concern at the constitutional impasse and the increasing political instability in Guinea-Bissau, the members of the United Nations Security Council today stressed the need to start preparations for the upcoming elections as soon as possible.

The Council’s President, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, said in a press statement that the members endorsed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s appeal to organize a speedy election for the President and Vice-President of the country’s Supreme Court, “which will be a concrete manifestation of the Government’s commitment to the rule of law and respect for human rights.”

They also appealed to the Government to ensure that the forthcoming legislative elections are conducted in a “transparent, fair and credible manner,” Ambassador Valdivieso said, adding that it is important that a new Constitution be promulgated “without delay.”

In addition, Council members expressed concern at the serious economic situation in the country. “They call on the Government of Guinea-Bissau to take the necessary steps to facilitate a constructive dialogue with the international community and call on the latter to stand ready to provide assistance,” Ambassador Valdivieso said.

Members were also concerned by information regarding the harassment of civilians by security forces, as well as the financial difficulties of the demobilization, reinsertion and reintegration programme, the Council President said.

Earlier Wednesday, the Council heard a briefing by Mr. Stephens on the situation in Guinea-Bissau.

* * *

DRC

18 December – The United Nations Security Council today welcomed the signing of a comprehensive, inclusive agreement on the political transition in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).


In a press statement, Council President Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia said the accord should lead to elections in the DRC “when the transition period ends two years from now.” This, he added, “will make it possible to begin the country’s reconstruction and recovery on the basis of consensus.”

Council members called upon all parties to ratify the agreement within the framework of the Inter-Congolese Dialogue and to work in “a spirit of full cooperation and for the general interest of the Congolese nation,” the President said.


Yesterday, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed the signing in Pretoria of the all-inclusive power-sharing arrangement for the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and voiced hope that the accord will soon be formally adopted. 

* * *

Security Council sanctions committees

18 December – The imposition of Security Council sanctions against various warring parties has served to foster peace, but more remains to be done to maximize the effectiveness of this tool, the chairmen of panels monitoring those measures reported today.

Addressing the Security Council in their personal capacity, the heads of sanctions committees dealing with Iraq, Angola and Liberia, as well as the panel set up to monitor measures against Usama bin Laden, Al-Qaida, the Taliban and their associates, reported progress in recent months while urging continued international action.

“Due to the complexity of the issues on the agenda, the meetings of the committee have also been marked by frank discussion and even controversy,” said the Chairman of the Iraq sanctions committee, Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby of Norway. “We have not been able to achieve results on all issues, but we have been able to handle the work to the benefit of the Iraqi people.”

Ireland’s Ambassador, Richard Ryan, reported on the work of the Angola sanctions committee, which was dissolved last week when the Council lifted the measures against the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA). He said the penalties had gone far in promoting peace in Angola. Until 1999, there had been “widespread if not total disregard” for the sanctions. That situation changed dramatically in 2000, when the Council “put the international community on notice that the sanctions against UNITA should no longer be treated as a paper tiger” and established a mechanism giving “new teeth” to the measures.


Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, briefing on the work of the committee on sanctions against Usama bin Laden, Al-Qaida, the Taliban and their associates, stressed the importance of combating terrorism, calling it “one of the greatest challenges to international peace and security.” The Security Council was working to “make up for lost ground” in that fight by adopting preventive measures. “Neither the committee nor the international community can limit themselves to exhausting all of the traditional procedures to sentence someone after a terrorist act has been committed,” he said. “We have to use our imagination to come up with ways to make [the sanctions] more effective.”


Kishore Mahbubani, the Ambassador of Singapore and Chairman of the Liberia sanctions committee, reported some progress but pointed out that obstacles remain. On the positive side, as envisioned by the Council, the measures against Liberia had “succeeded in achieving… further progress in the peace process in Sierra Leone.” At the same time, he reported “continued violations of the sanctions by the Government of Liberia and by other groups.” In order to address this challenge, he called for a number of measures, including continued visits to the affected region by Council members and coordination of international efforts to prevent sanctions busting.

Also reporting to the Council today were the Chairman of the Security Council’s Ad-Hoc Working Group on Conflict Prevention and Resolution in Africa, Ambassador Jagdish Koonjul of Mauritius, and the Chairman of the Working Group on United Nations Peacekeeping Operations, Wegger Christian Strommen of Norway. 

* * *

War crimes tribunals

18 December – The Security Council today stressed the importance of full cooperation by all countries with the work of the United Nations war crimes tribunals dealing with the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

In a statement read out at a formal meeting by its current President, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, the Council noted that all States, including Yugoslavia and Rwanda, are obliged under its resolutions to cooperate fully with the International Criminal Tribunals.

The statement said countries had an obligation to comply with the requests by the UN courts for the arrest or detention of indictees and their surrender or transfer to the Tribunals, to make witnesses available and to assist in ongoing investigations.

“The Security Council also stresses the importance of constructive dialogue between the Tribunals and the governments concerned to resolve any outstanding issues affecting the work of the Tribunals that arise in the course of their cooperation but insists that such dialogue or lack of dialogue must not be used by the States as an excuse for failure to discharge their obligations to cooperate fully with the Tribunals as required by Security Council resolutions and the Statutes of the Tribunals,” the statement said.

The Hague-based International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) was established by the Council in May 1993 to address the serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in the territory of the former Yugoslavia since 1991, and as a response to the threat those crimes posed to international peace and security.

A year later, the Council set up the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusha, Tanzania, to prosecute people responsible for genocide and other serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in the territory of Rwanda between 1 January and 31 December 1994.

The ICTR may also deal with the prosecution of Rwandan citizens responsible for genocide and other violations of international law committed in neighbouring States over the same period.

* * *

Counter-terrorism

18 December – Looking ahead to a special meeting early next year of its Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC), the United Nations Security Council has asked that it build links with international organizations also involved in fighting the worldwide scourge.

In a statement read out at an open meeting yesterday by its current President, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, the Council asked the CTC to invite “all international, regional and subregional organizations to contribute to a report information on their activities in the area of counter-terrorism.”

The Council also asked that these organizations send a representative to attend the special meeting, slated for 7 March 2003.

* * *
Iraq/Kuwait


18 December – Members of the United Nations Security Council today urged Baghdad to intensify steps to return property stolen from Kuwait during Iraq’s 1990 invasion, and to account for all persons missing since then.


In a statement to the press read out by the current President of the Council, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, the members noted that in October, Iraq had returned a number of documents to Kuwait. “Members of the Council called upon Iraq to re-double its efforts aimed at returning all remaining Kuwaiti property,” he said. 

Expressing “deep concern at the continuing plight of the Kuwaiti and third-country nationals still remaining in Iraq,” Council members noted Kuwait’s positive appraisal of Iraq’s recent invitation to the UN coordinator on the issue, Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov, and “expressed their strong desire for concrete and substantive progress on the matter.”

 
“Members of the Council expressed their hope that this issue would continue to be dealt with as a strictly humanitarian one by all sides concerned and be resolved urgently,” the Council President said.

Stressing the importance of the work of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the Tripartite Commission set up to solve this humanitarian issue, Council members said they expect “positive developments” as a result of Iraq’s resumed presence on the Commission. They also urged Baghdad to cooperate fully with Ambassador Vorontsov.


The President’s statement to the press followed closed-door consultations on the Secretary-General’s latest report on the issue.

* * *

Iraq

18 December – Continuing their investigation of Iraq’s weapons programmes, United Nations inspectors in the country today visited a number of industrial sites suspected of manufacturing arms.

Experts from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) inspected the Nassr Company for Mechanical Industries. Located nearly 50 kilometres northwest of Baghdad, the company is engaged in the production of steel structures, forging casts, and moulds and fixtures for different industrial uses. “All key buildings were inspected and a number of tagged dual-use items of equipment were identified,” UN spokesman Hiro Ueki reported, referring to those goods that could have either civilian or military applications.

UNMOVIC germ warfare experts inspected the Bakery Yeast Factory in Mosul, where yesterday they had visited the Ninevah Pharmaceuticals Company.

In addition, an UNMOVIC team of missile inspectors visited the site of the former Taji Project 144, “where prohibited missile items were previously excavated and are now stored,” Mr. Ueki explained. A second missile team travelled to a former destruction area for gyroscope parts on the Al Saklawiya River.

Chemical warfare experts from UNMOVIC inspected Modern Paints Industries, a site located in the southern outskirts of Baghdad. “This is a previously inspected site but has not been included in the recent Iraqi declarations,” Mr. Ueki said. “The site comprises several production buildings, stores and supporting facilities, and mainly uses imported chemicals.”

Meanwhile, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which is actively probing Iraq’s nuclear ambitions, continued to inspect facilities in the Mosul region today, according to the spokesman. Another IAEA team inspected three sites in the Baghdad area: the Saidiya Specialized Institute for Engineering Industries, the Hydraulics Factory, and the Daura Industrial Engine Factory.

* * *

Human rights

18 December – The top United Nations human rights official today pledged his Office’s readiness to help countries with legislation that would enable judges to carry out national prosecutions under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC).

“While we celebrate the establishment of the ICC, our work to eliminate impunity has to redouble and to continue to address the importance of national courts prosecuting international crimes,” UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello said in The Hague at the annual conference of the International Criminal Law Network.

“Impunity can only be properly conquered when the international and national actors work effectively together,” he stressed.
As for the ICC itself, the High Commissioner noted that, among its achievements, the Court includes enforced disappearances in its list of crimes, an advance from earlier tribunals. The Statute also “represents an advance with regard to the inclusion of gender concerns in the construction of international criminal law,” he said.

While in The Hague, Mr. Vieira de Mello also met with the prosecutor of the UN war crimes tribunals, Carla Del Ponte.

* * *

International Migrants Day


18 December – Marking International Migrants Day, United Nations officials today called attention to the abuses suffered by millions of people who have left their home countries, and urged greater international efforts to protect them.


“There is abundant evidence that migrants, and in particular migrant women and unaccompanied children, are often denied access to health and education; subjected to physical, psychological, and sexual abuse; prevented from reuniting with their families, and detained and deported in conditions that violate international human rights standards and make them vulnerable to networks of smuggling and trafficking in persons,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in his message on the occasion. 

He noted that the suffering endured by migrants is often compounded by bigotry. “Discrimination may be both implicit, in the lack of mechanisms of protection for migrants, and explicit, in the form of discriminatory national legislations and outright acts of racism or xenophobia,” he said.

Mr. Annan called for intensified efforts to achieve widespread adherence to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, which recently entered into force. “I call upon Member States who have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention to do so, as soon as possible, as a way to ensure the full and effective protection of the human rights of migrants,” he said.

Jan Kavan, the President of the UN General Assembly, also called on States to join that treaty, pointing out that “the protection of human rights of migrants is not incompatible with either the exercise of sovereignty by States or the practical implementation of national security.”

According to the UN, in 2000, an estimated 175 million people lived outside their country of birth. Of these, about 159 million were deemed international migrants, while 16 million were recognized refugees fleeing a well-founded fear of persecution. 

* * *

Sudan

18 December – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today said that it was shipping fishing gear to the suffering population in southern Sudan, the first time in years that aid agencies have been able to gain access to that part of the war-torn country.

Following a ceasefire agreement reached last month in Kenya between the Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), the UN and other humanitarian organizations have been able to reach previously inaccessible areas.

“For the first time in several years, FAO is now entering these areas and will be able to reach 58,000 people, among the most vulnerable in southern Sudan,” said Marc Bellemans, FAO’s Emergency Coordinator in Khartoum. For 2003, the UN agency has launched a $19 million aid appeal to assist the most vulnerable people to produce their own food; no pledges have been made so far.

A barge set off from Malakal in the Upper Nile Province on 4 December and is currently steaming its way along the Sobat River towards Nasir near the Ethiopian border. Once there, it will unload fishing gear, including nets, ropes and hooks, along with seeds and tools for 27 villages.

For many years, this part of southern Sudan has been very unsafe, according to FAO. Now the region has become a priority for emergency interventions for the UN and other humanitarian organizations. In government-controlled areas of southern Sudan, such as the area along the Sobat River, average malnutrition rates are around 20 per cent.

“We estimate that around 10 per cent of the families along this stretch of the river will receive fishing gear,” Mr. Bellemans said. This will help them to improve their food situation and should contribute to reducing malnutrition. It will also make them less dependant on food aid.”

Southern Sudan, with its wetlands and rivers, has important natural fish resources. Subsistence fishing contributes significantly to improving food supply. Malnutrition rates decreased overall where fishing equipment has been distributed, FAO said.

* * *

FAO

18 December – The world’s total cereal production is expected to plunge sharply in 2003, according to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) December “food outlook” released today in Rome.

The monthly global information and early warning system on food and agriculture issues predicted that world cereal stocks for crop years ending in 2003 would drop to 466 million tons from their opening level of 576 million tons. The global cereal trade in 2002-2003 is likewise predicted to drop, down 5 million tons from the previous year’s record level.

The UN agency also pointed to an overall weakening of international cereal prices “as non-traditional exporters continued to shift more of their domestic surpluses onto the world market,” the outlook said.

The report also noted a number of additional trends, including the emergence of serious food shortages in eastern Africa and the continuance of the critical situation in southern Africa.

* * *

UN Works

18 December – The United Nations Works campaign today announced that it will co-produce a 10-part family television series to be broadcast on the Showtime network in the United States.

Entitled “What’s going on?” each half-hour episode will examine a critical global issue such as HIV/AIDS, conflict and child labour by profiling the life of an individual child. The programme will be hosted by a UN Goodwill Ambassador.

The series begins on Sunday, 19 January 2003 with an episode on the HIV/AIDS crisis in the Caribbean hosted by actor Danny Glover, a Goodwill Ambassador for the UN Development Programme (UNDP). Other shows will feature actor Michael Douglas, a UN Messenger of Peace who will travel to Sierra Leone to host the episode on child soldiers, and actress Angelina Jolie, an emissary for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), in a segment from a refugee camp in Tanzania.

* * *

US-UN

18 December – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has praised John C. Whitehead, a former Chairman of the United Nations Association of the United States as well as US Deputy Secretary of State, as a “true internationalist who served his country by serving the world.”

Speaking on Tuesday evening at a dedication ceremony for the John C. Whitehead School of Diplomacy and International Relations at Seton Hall University, the Secretary-General commended the former diplomat for working tirelessly “to inform and educate the US public about the work of the UN, and to influence the US Government to make better use of the Organization.”

“At some of its most challenging times,” the Secretary-General said, Mr. Whitehead “passionately led the charge to defend and support the very idea of the United Nations.”

* *** *
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