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TerraGreen

In Conversation with Klaus Töpfer

Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director of UNEP (United Nations Environment  Programme), UN Under-Secretary-General, and Director-General of the  UN Office at Nairobi, hardly requires an introduction. Initiator of many   groundbreaking environmental regulations and laws in his own country (Germany), he is reputed for his personal commitment to promote the  causes of environment and sustainable development. Here, in a  one-on-one with Suvira Srivastav he throws light on the Asian Brown cloud, an issue of  contention between UNEP and the Indian government, and goes on to add how peace is                             important for saving our biodiversity.

            What does the dropping of the Asian Brown cloud research issue by the UNEP's Drafting Committee report indicate?

I believe that this gives a clear signal that we have to first undertake scientific work that is more accurate, and then go back  to our Governing Council. We have learnt the lesson that we have to go in the direction of various areas and intensive stimulation of the scientific family before we come back to our Governing Council. 

            From one kind of pollution to another, how is UNEP trying to combat the mercury menace?

            Addressing global mercury poisoning is one of the very important outcomes of our Governing Council. We were asked by our stakeholders to deliver what mercury assessment is. This was done in a very intensive manner, integrating scientists and governments. I am very happy that on the basis of this report governments made a clear and strong decision underlining that since comprehensive information is available, there must be action and there must be clear global cooperation. UNEP  was asked to illuminate the issue, provide advice, and send the right signals to make it happen. 

            With sustainable living becoming the need of the hour, will generate awareness about traditional sustainable lifestyles and little efforts by communities help turn the tables?

            It is without any doubt that the message from Johannesburg was 'Beware!' and this was linked            on one hand with fighting poverty and on the  other with changing consumption and production            patterns. These are the two main reasons for  problems related to the environment and  sustainable development; therefore, the UNEP Governing Council's consent to these two   directions has added intensity to the issues. I am  happy that a decision has been taken in the Governing Council about the changing  consumption and production patterns. It is not a  year-long effort. It was very wisely decided in  Johannesburg that this should be a 10-year  programme, so that you can also accord due  importance to the differentiation that various  regions and different preconditions bring into the folds of this long-term project.

            I am confident that the message from  Johannesburg is well understood all over the  world-that we are together responsible in making the earth a better place for the coming generations, that we need  responsible prosperity for all the people on this globe and this must start at the grass-roots level in our towns and mega  cities, where we have huge social and environmental problems. 

            With the threat of war and the consequently increased degradation looming large, do you think that positive actions  will ever be able to transform lives?

            First and foremost, wherever we are and whatever we do and think, we must do our utmost to fight for peace. In the  compound of our office we have kept what we call a garden of remembrance. It is a garden of remembering the victims of  terrorist attacks. In the middle of this garden, we have the peace board, which proclaims in six languages that 'peace  prevails on earth'. Our message and vision at the United Nations is to strive for peace. We know that environmental security  is a very demanding topic, so I don't want to resign to the demands but we desire to make every possible effort to make this            earth a very peaceful place. 

            We know that we have conflicts, so in UNEP, we have decides to set up a post-conflict unit, which delivered a crucial report to the Governing Council: an environmental assessment of the occupied Palestinian territory. This report made 136   concrete recommendations, which were fully accepted by both parties and the Governing Council.. I believe that this has  propelled a very positive signal from our Council is that we acknowledge the superior responsibility for achieving peace while appreciating that environmental reconciliation can be used for reconstruction. 

            What were the other significant outcomes of the UNEP Governing Council meeting?

            Nearly 42 complete decisions were arrived at. Some important ones were in the areas of chemicals (mercury, gasoline, and  lead), water in general and coastal systems in particular, and combating marine pollution from inland resources. Some  forward-looking decisions reached could turn into original seas programmes.

            We have been able to cooperate with sports authorities and make the environment a more visible activity in the Olympic  Games. Now, more and more people are happy to be in the Green Olympics. We have also roped in food product associations to transform these big sports events into environmentally responsible activities.. 

            So, the outcome of the Council was very rich. We are extremely happy that we have succeeded in finalizing the core  budget, which shows an increase of some 18% over last year's. This is also a signal that UNEP is being backing by  memberships. This was the Governing Council's largest programme, where we had more than 148 countries and 80  ministries. It was also the first time that we had 1000 delegates (though the threshold was actually 987, I was told). That we could accomplish in these five days such a tough and the demanding programme is heartening. 

            Of course, we had to ask that the next time it should not be slightly lesser but a little bit more. However, I don't want to only  praise. I also want to mention that we learnt a lesson: that is necessary to be less ambitious, and give people more time to sit together. 

            How can organizations like TERI help UNEP in such an endeavour?

            We have a very broad framework of ongoing cooperation. One of the projects that we have developed, especially with TERI, is related to information and communications technology initiatives in rural areas. Our good friend, Dr R K Pachauri, also gives us stimulation for our work in the fields of climate change and relevant adaptation and mitigation. I was happy to   be invited to the Delhi Sustainable Development Summit again, underlining that we have a very close and very intensive            relationship in cooperation. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

February 19, 2003 

Kosovo 

 The  most spectacular damage inflicted during the Kosovo crisis was the destruction of the bridges over the  Danube in Novi Sad, a city on the Yugoslav-Hungarian border remote from the conflict. This disrupted the   barge and ship traffic along Europe's longest river, putting thousands out of work and transferring vast quantities of freight to the roads. Chemical factories, and oil refineries were bombed - polluting the river,groundwater and soils. Alarm also surfaced about the quality of drinking water in countries downstream. 

      An assessment by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said the Balkans was not an      environmental catastrophe but that there were some serious "hotspots". The pollution could not be all  attributed to allied bombing; much of the damage had been caused by years of bad practices by the      management of the chemical, metal plants and refineries in the region. A clean-up process is still under way and will take years. 

      Despite the row that followed the use of depleted uranium in Kuwait, and the fears that it may have been  responsible for cancers in the civilian population, it was again used during the Kosovo conflict, although only by the Americans. An extensive search, again by UNEP, discovered traces of depleted uranium, but the only  long-term danger would have come from it leaking into the water supply. As in Kuwait, the detritus of war  included many unexploded mines, cluster bombs and other ordnance, much of which remains undetected today. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Battle scarred 

The environmental fallout after the tanks have departed

Paul Brown 

Wednesday February 19, 2003

The Guardian

The three most recent conflicts that include the US and Europe involve environmental disasters on a grand scale. The effects of the last Gulf war in Kuwait, the Kosovo conflict, and Afghanistan are still being felt. In each case the problems left behind are different. 

Kuwait

The most spectacular images of post-conflict damage were the fires that burned from the oil wells in Kuwait, ignited on the orders of Iraq's president, Saddam Hussein. The fires followed an earlier decision to open the pipelines to the oil terminals in the Gulf, releasing millions of gallons of crude into the sea to frustrate a seaborne allied invasion of Kuwait city. Hussein's troops destroyed the desalination plants that fed water to greenhouses, which were also wrecked. 

In time, brave and skilled oil workers put out the fires and a remarkable recovery has occurred - the microbes that live in the warm sea literally ate the oil, returning

the water to a good state within a year. 

Inland, however, there have been no miracles. The land still contains hundreds of thousands of land mines and unexploded bombs. Great oil lakes remain and the land heats up more than it used to because the darker surface absorbs the sun. Most of the delicate desert life is now depleted - herds of wild camels perished in the minefields. The thick smoke from the oil fields crossed over the border to the fertile fields in southern Iran and the region suffered "black rain", which damaged crops and left high levels of toxic chemicals in the soil. 

In Kuwait depleted uranium was used as a weapon for the first time. The uranium dust still blows across the desert, a semi-permanent hazard in such a dry climate. 

Kosovo

The most spectacular damage inflicted during the Kosovo crisis was the destruction of the bridges over the Danube in Novi Sad, a city on the Yugoslav-Hungarian border remote from the conflict. This disrupted the barge and ship traffic along Europe's longest river, putting thousands out of work and transferring vast quantities of freight to the roads. Chemical factories, and oil refineries were bombed - polluting the river, groundwater and soils. Alarm also surfaced about the quality of drinking water in countries downstream. 

An assessment by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said the Balkans was not an environmental catastrophe but that there were some serious "hotspots". The pollution could not be all attributed to allied bombing; much of the damage had been caused by years of bad practices by the management of the chemical, metal plants and refineries in the region. A clean-up process is still under way and will take years. 

Despite the row that followed the use of depleted uranium in Kuwait, and the fears that it may have been responsible for cancers in the civilian population, it was again used during the Kosovo conflict, although only by the Americans. An extensive search, again by UNEP, discovered traces of depleted uranium, but the only long-term danger would have come from it leaking into the water supply. As in Kuwait, the detritus of war included many unexploded mines, cluster bombs and other ordnance, much of which remains undetected today. 

Afghanistan 

Twenty years of war, combined with a devastating four-year drought, had wrecked large parts of Afghanistan before the allies took on the Taliban. Unlike Kuwait and Kosovo, large parts of the Afghan population are rural farmers who are reliant on crops and animals. There are four million refugees, who have fled their homes at various stages of the conflict. A lack of local government in many parts of the country has led to the collapse of sewage works and other vital community amenities. 

Water is key to the health and well-being of Afghanistan's people, and essential to maintain agricultural productivity. Both surface and groundwater resources have been severely affected by the drought, as well as by uncoordinated and unmanaged extraction as people, desperate to survive, drilled deep wells without considering the long-term impact. Contamination from waste dumps, chemicals and open sewers, which have been ignored as armies swept across the country, need to be tackled in a bid to restore a safe water supply. 

Wind-blown sediments are filling irrigation canals and reservoirs, as well as covering roads, fields and villages, with an overall effect of increasing local vulnerability to drought. 

The forests and woodlands of Afghanistan are important sources of wood for fuel and construction materials that are critical for cooking, shelter and overall survival.  Trees also supply nuts that can supplement diets and help generate modest incomes, but the wars have led to illegal harvesting, which is depleting forests and woodland resources, while widespread grazing is preventing regeneration. 

With the loss of forests and excessive grazing and dry land cultivation, soils are being exposed to serious erosion from wind and rain. The wildlife is disappearing along with the natural vegetation, says the UN. There are no proper landfills in the towns and cities, and none of the dumpsites are taking measures to prevent groundwater contamination or toxic air pollution from burning wastes. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Destructive Fishing Causing Ocean Crisis 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

                      DENVER, Colorado, February 18, 2003 (ENS) - Some of the most productive  marine fishing methods are also the most damaging, and should be restricted or banned, scientists argued at a scientific meeting this week. Today, more  than 400 leading scientists called today for the United Nations to issue a                      moratorium on longline and gillnet fishing, methods they say are wiping out populations of fish, turtles, marine mammals and other species in the Pacific Ocean. 

                      In a full page ad which ran in today's "New York Times," the researchers urged a ban on industrial fishing techniques including longlining and gillnetting, which they blamed for the plight of the endangered Pacific leatherback turtle and other rare species. 

                      Many sea birds fall victim to longline fishing methods. (Photo courtesy American

                      Bird Conservancy)

                      The call to halt these wasteful fishing methods was made at the  annual American Association for                      the Advancement of Science  (AAAS) conference being held in  Denver, and in advance of the international Food and Agriculture Organization Committee on  Fisheries meeting next week in  Rome. 

                      A total of 405 scientists from 47  nations - along with 100 conservation, animal welfare and                      other nonprofit groups - signed open letters to the United Nations, urging governments and fisheries                      managers in the United States and abroad to heed the worsening crisis of  global fisheries. 

                      "In recent decades the impact of commercial fishing on ocean ecosystems has dramatically increased, and we are confronted with the unprecedented reality  that we are rapidly depleting the oceans' resources," states the letter printed today in the "New York Times." "The oceans, once mistakenly thought to be inexhaustible, clearly are not." 

                      The letter points out that more than 70 percent of global fish populations are  now considered overfished or on the brink of being overfished, according to United Nations figures. Not just fish are at risk: "indiscriminate commercial   fishing practices wastefully harm and kill millions of non-targeted animals per                      year, causing unsustainable mortality to sea turtles, sea birds, bluefin tuna,  swordfish and sharks," the letter states. 

                      Leatherback Turtle May Face Extinction 

                      Among the marine species most threatened by longlining and gill netting is   the Pacific leatherback sea turtle, the scientists wrote. 

The scientists would like to see  longliners like this one banned  from the Pacific Ocean. (Photo courtesy National Marine Fisheries Service)

  "Tragic declines of  leatherback and loggerhead  sea turtles have been well documented in the Pacific,"                                                       said Dr. Larry Crowder, Duke  University Marine Laboratory researcher, "and  the impact of longline fishing on these and other marine species can't be understated." 

This year's return of nesting leatherbacks to Pacific beaches was the worst on  record, biologists report. Scientists estimate that there are now less than 5,000  nesting female leatherbacks left in the Pacific Ocean - down from 91,000 in 1980, a decline of 95 percent. 

"The decline of the leatherback in the last five years is nothing short of catastrophic, and it is imperative that the global community come together to eliminate the use of the most destructive forms of industrial fishing before it is  too late." said Dr. Sylvia Earle, a marine expert and explorer in residence at the National Geographic Society. 

                      A recent report to the Pew Charitable Trusts estimates that there are almost  two billion hooks set per year by the longline fishing fleet. Longline fishing in  all the world's deep oceans kills some 40,000 sea turtles each year, along with  300,000 seabirds and millions of sharks. 

                      "The United Nations and Kofi Annan must recognize that in order to save the  endangered leatherbacks, as well as imperiled sharks, seabirds and dolphins,  we must stop these weapons of mass destruction from destroying our  oceans," said Todd Steiner, director of the Turtle Island Restoration Network.                      "There are just too many hooks adrift in the Pacific to give the leatherback a fighting chance for survival." 

                      A leatherback sea turtle hooked by a  longliner. (Photo by Roberto Vargas,  courtesy Sea Turtle Restoration Project)

                      Next week, fisheries managers from around the world will gather in Rome, Italy for the  25th session of the United  Nations' Food and Agricultural Organization's  Committee on Fisheries                      meeting. Scientists and  environmental organizations  are pressing these officials to  place a moratorium on both longlining and gillnetting in the Pacific, just as the United Nations passed a comprehensive global ban of driftnet fishing in the early 1990s. 

                      The United States has already taken some steps to protect embattled marine species by closing the West Coast to longlining altogether and restricting the  Hawaii longlining fleet from fishing for swordfish. After a legal challenge by  the Turtle Island Restoration Network, the National Marine Fisheries Service                      applied time and area closures for gillnet fishing fleets off the West Coast. 

                      Bottom Trawling Called Worst of All 

                      Another damaging fishing method which conservation groups hope to see  restricted is bottom trawling, a common method to catch shrimp, fish, and  other bottom dwelling sea life. Research presented Sunday at the AAAS  meeting shows that despite frequent conflict over fisheries issues, many  fishers, conservationists and academics agree that bottom trawling is the most   ecologically damaging fishing gear. 

Trawlers can catch massive net-loads of fish (Photo by Allen Shimada, courtesy NMFS)

The scientists presented findings  that, for the first time, document and  rank the full suite of ecological impacts associated with all  commercial fishing gears used in the  United States. Scientists urged  managers, fishers and  environmentalists to recognize that  how fishing is carried out may be as important to the future of marine resources as how many fish are caught. 

Though scientific data now demonstrates the collapse of fisheries around the world, many destructive fishing practices are still carried out, largely out of sight of the public and, hence, out of mind. Almost one  quarter of the world's catch is thrown back into the sea dead or dying each  year because the fishing gear cannot discriminate between target catch and other animals that are undersized, unmarketable, or not worth the price of bringing to shore. 

                      About 2.3 billion pounds of sea life were discarded in the U.S. in 2000 alone,  and thousands of the ocean's most charismatic species - including sea turtles,  marine mammals, sharks and seabirds - are killed each year by fishing nets,  lines and hooks. These deaths have implications for both marine populations                      and marine food webs. 

                      "Considering the documented decline in global fisheries, this kind of waste is  unacceptable. But because this travesty is unseen by most people, it continues," said Dr. Crowder. 

                      Sea floor before a bottom trawler passed through. (Two photos Keith Sainsbury courtesy  Marine Conservation Biology Institute)

                      Experts agree that bottom trawls are one of the worst offenders, entrapping vast numbers of non-targeted animals.

                      "The first time I was on a trawler, I was  appalled to see that for every pound  of shrimp caught there were 20 pounds of sharks, rays, crabs, and starfish killed. The shrimpers called this   bycatch 'trawl trash' - I call it 'biodiversity'," noted Elliott Norse of the Marine Conservation Biology Institute. "Of course I recognize in some trawls it could  be only one pound - in others 100 pounds for every pound of shrimp." 

                      This bycatch is not the only collateral damage associated with fishing. Many experts agreed that habitat destruction that some fishing gears cause is even  more ecologically damaging than the harm caused by bycatch. 

                      "On land we can see how animals rely on structure, how the trees of a forest are important breeding, feeding, and hiding places - but in the ocean we have to prove it from afar," explained James Lindholm of the National Oceanic and  Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). "We now know that structures on the

                      seafloor are critical for the future of cod, rockfish, and other commercially  important species. But it's only in the last 15 years that we've had the technology to see these habitats, to see that the seafloor is not just an  endless flat expanse, and to begin to understand how we are altering deep sea marine habitats - and fisheries - across the globe." 

                                               Same section of sea floor after being trawled

In many cases, fishing is destroying  undersea habitats before scientists even  have a chance to study them. 

                                               "The way we fish is like hanging a huge net dragged from an blimp across a                                               forest, knocking down the trees and scooping up the plants and animals, and  then throwing away everything except the deer," says Norse. 

                      The destruction of deep sea, coldwater corals off the east and west coasts of  the U.S. is one example. Hundreds or thousands of years old, these living  corals can be destroyed with a single pass of a bottom trawl, and may take  decades to recover, if they ever do. 

                      "The damage to our ocean floors is more extensive and perhaps even worse  than tropical deforestation," Norse said. "We must bring these issues to the  forefront of fisheries management before it is too late." 

                      Gear Changes Could Save Species 

                      New work presented by Lance Morgan of the Marine Conservation Biology  Institute synthesized data on the ecological impacts of the 10 major  commercial fishing gears used in the United States and provides an expert  ranking for each gear type. The overall ecological impacts associated with  bottom trawls, bottom gillnets, dredges and midwater or drift gillnets ranked  relatively high, with bottom trawling topping the list as the most ecologically harmful gear type. 

                      An olive ridley sea turtle hooked by a   longliner. (Photo by Thomas Gorgas, courtesy Sea Turtle Restoration Project)

                      The impacts from hook and line fishing, purse seines and   midwater trawls ranked  relatively low on the scale,  though these methods are  also known to snag  unintended species including dolphins, sea turtles and  seabirds. 

                      "This is the first study to synthesize the science on these issues, but also to use social science methods to incorporate expert judgments. It gives  managers a place to start in their deliberations concerning the relative levels  of bycatch and habitat impacts from different fishing methods," said coauthor  Ratana Chuenpagdee of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science. 

                      "When you present knowledgeable experts - fishermen, conservationists, and academics - with science based information about gear impacts, and ask them to compare these collateral damages without knowing the names of the gear  involved, they give surprisingly consistent answers," Chuenpagdee added.                      "It's unusual to find such uniform agreement about anything, much less  fishing practices. But when you take out personal bias linked to particular  gears, there is surprising consensus across these different communities." 

                      The authors hope that their findings will stimulate local, regional, national and  international conversations about how to reduce the collateral impacts of  fishing. 

                                                      A longliner crew cuts off the pectoral  fin of a shark. The fins can be sold                                                      to Asian markets for use in shark fin soup; often the rest of the shark is   discarded. (Photo by Roberto Vargas,                                                      courtesy Sea Turtle Restoration Project)

                                                      "Too often this problem has been overlooked or ignored because of the lack of    comparative measures. Our results indicate that there is   more common starting ground  on these issues than people have thought," said Chuenpagdee. 

                      The scientists stressed that in many cases, there are ways to reduce the impacts of fishing, but noted that change will require political will and action. They suggest that managers and fishers consider "shifting gears" - phasing   out or modifying destructive gears, and moving fisheries toward more                      environmentally friendly options. 

                      Gear innovations, such as turtle exclude devices (TEDs) and streamers on  longlines to scare away seabirds, have reduced bycatch in some fisheries, but propagation of these "gear fixes," through the global fishery has been slow,  and in some cases governments have failed to fully implement or enforce the                      use of even proven technologies. 

                      A leatherback sea turtle swimming  underwater. (Photo by Scott Eckert, courtesy Sea Turtle Restoration Project)

                      "Often the best solutions  stem from fishermen themselves, but without  political or financial incentive to promote development and   use of 'gear fixes' or new operating procedures, destructive practices will continue," said Morgan. 

                      Spatial management, where the use of certain gears is prohibited in sensitive habitats or popular breeding  or feeding grounds of at risk species, is another option. But in the end, some  gears may have to go. 

                      "We need to think about restructuring fisheries around not using trawlers.  Trawling has to be curtailed and phased out as a way of interacting with the  environment - it is just too destructive," argued Daniel Pauly, University of   British Columbia, a fisheries biologist. "As a society, we make these types of                      judgments all the time - we don't have to do everything that we can do, in fact we have rules of restraint to prevent damage - we don't allow people to drive over the speed limit just to get somewhere faster, we don't allow machine guns  to hunt deer, and we need not allow wasteful destruction of our marine  resources." 

                      Several U.S. states, including California, Alaska, Florida and Virginia, already have regulations limiting the use of bottom trawls. The scientists hope that this innovative approach to evaluating fishing gears and incorporating  judgments by various interest groups will be applied in all areas, catalyzing   new attention and action to reduce the bycatch and habitat destruction across  fishing gear types. 

                                                      A nesting leatherback sea turtle - one of just 5,000 believed to still be                                                     nesting along the Pacific Ocean. (Photo by Herda Pamela Hutabarat,  courtesy Sea Turtle Restoration Project)

                                                      "I eat fish that commercial fishers catch, I favor a strong  fishing industry. But I also know that the way people fish  is destructive and undermines  the future of fisheries and                                     fishermen alike," said Norse. 

                      "If we are going to have fish and sea turtles and seabirds and marine mammals  in the future, we have to fish in way that dramatically reduces the collateral impact of commercial fishing operations. With all the knowledge and creativity  of fishermen and scientists, we can fish better. We can, and we must - for the                      future of the oceans and the sustainability of fisheries," Norse concluded. 

                      To learn more about different fishing gear types, visit the Monterey Bay

                      Aquarium website at:

                      http://www.mbayaq.org/cr/cr_seafoodwatch/sfw_gear.asp ______________________________________________________________________________________

Life Science Weekly 

February 17, 2003 

 ENVIRONMENT: International tree planting campaign launched 

 Kenya is the launch pad for an international tree planting campaign that will see more than a million seedlings

      planted across the country by 2008. 

      The launch of the campaign, "Plant for the Planet," will be one of the highlights for delegates attending the

      Global Youth Retreat, taking place in parallel to the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment

      Progam (UNEP). 

      Over 50 young people, 16 to 25 years old, from 45 countries joined Kenyan school children and an

      international group of environment ministers on February 8, 2003, at the Ngong Forest Sanctuary to plant

      4,000 trees. The campaign, which is sponsored by the Japanese-based Foundation for Global Peace and the

      Environment and Total, is strictly in line with the new Kenyan government's push to restore forests and plant

      with native and rare, indigenous, trees. 

      The plantings will involve an estimated 47 native species including the East African greenheart, Warbugia

      ugandensis; the Naivasha thorn tree, Acacia xanthophloea; the brown or wild thorn olive, Olea europeae

      africana; the Mulundu tree, Elaeodendron buchananii; the pillar wood tree, Cassipourea malosana; and the

      Mugumo tree, Ficus thoningii. 

      Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said, "Young people have a critical role to play in shaping the

      environment and helping to deliver a less poverty-riven world now, and in the future. Young people are some

      of the biggest consumers of goods such as mobile phones, computers, and other electronic equipment. This

      is a growing area of concern, especially in developing countries where a great deal of this so-called

      'E-waste' can end up. So the consumption patterns of the young are crucial in our push to deliver

      sustainable development." 

      "Young people can also have a great deal of influence on their peers and elders in terms of promoting the

      new ideas we so urgently need to give the planet a fresh start. So I hope the ideas they develop here at

      their Global Youth Retreat, and which they will present to environment ministers attending out 22nd

      Governing Council, will influence the important decisions made not only here in Nairobi but back in their own

      communities when they return home," he said. 

      "The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) gave us a blueprint for reducing poverty in an

      environmentally-friendly way. The Governing Council is about making this operational. It cannot be done

      without the participation of all walks of life including the globe's youth. They are also the future leaders of

      their families, communities, and nations. I hope the retreat will inspire them to take the torch of a fairer,

      healthier, and more equitable world forward," said Toepfer. 

      This article was prepared by Life Science Weekly editors from staff and other reports. 

      http://www.NewsRx.net 

      LOAD-DATE: February 18, 2003
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Business Wire 

GE Global Research Innovation Update - Water Conservation Innovations

FAIRFIELD, Conn., Feb 18, 2003 (BUSINESS WIRE) -- 

While 71 percent of the earth's surface is covered by water, most people probably don't realize that 97 percent of this water is ocean and that most of the remaining three percent is locked away in polar icecaps. 

This leaves only a tiny fraction (0.014 percent) of useable water for the many processes that are so vital to us today. When we think of water, we usually picture it in our everyday lives for drinking, cooking or washing. Yet, 18 percent of all water consumed (both potable and non-potable) is used for industrial processes, such as power, cooling and manufacturing. 

Recognizing how critical this resource is to human existence, the UN General Assembly declared March 22, 2003 the 'World Day for Water.' This latest installment of GE's Innovation Update highlights some of the latest water treatment and conservation innovations that will help accomplish our goal of recycling a resource that's essential to sustain human life. 

In fact, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) predicts that two-thirds of the earth's population will live in water-stressed conditions by 2025 if the current level of usage continues. In a world that depends on water for survival - and yet wastes more than half of the water it uses - every effort to conserve nature's most valuable resource is crucial. 

Until recently, GE only had a small presence in the water treatment industry, but this area has grown into a $1.4 billion business. GE Betz is a world leader in the engineered chemical treatment of water and process systems in industrial, commercial and institutional facilities. As concern about water scarcity increases, more and more manufacturers are seeking ways to reuse their water; ultimately GE believes water treatment/water conservation could become a $5 billion business for the company. 

Below are some examples of what industrial companies face in dealing with water treatment and conservation and the innovative solutions employed to face these challenges. 

A Routine Cleaning Saves Brazilian Steel Mill Millions 

Companhia Siderurgica de Tubarao, a steel mill in Brazil, uses extremely acidic water to cool its central manufacturing system. The system has high temperatures, slow water flow and very narrow water passages, which resulted in corrosion and deposits that frequently blocked the water flow, and in turn caused overheating and fractured pipes. 

With the help of GE Betz technologists, a mild acid cleaning solution was introduced into the system to clear water passages and balance the transfer of heat efficiently; this process became part of a routine cleaning of all the passages. 

As a result, water use decreased by more than 46 million gallons per year while solid waste disposal was reduced by 38 tons. The increased uptime, reduced maintenance costs and eliminated losses resulting from pipe deterioration and breakage provides a net annual savings of close to a million dollars for the mill. 

Canadian Automotive Plant Conserves Water and Helps Community 

An eastern Canada automotive plant was challenged to reduce water consumption in order to help its community expand without a major financial burden to water consumers. A recycling program was implemented that targeted savings of 47 million gallons a year by recycling 50 percent of wastewater back into the process water system. However, this resulted in a severe clogging of the water filtration system because the water was filled with so much debris. 

GE Betz technologists worked with the auto plant and analyzed the water, conducted a study on the filters and implemented the Argo Analyzer software package, which provides anti-scalant and cleaner recommendations (including selection and dosage) and helps to reduce cleaning frequency. The recycling program was successful, reducing water use by 47 million gallons. The net annual savings from this conservation and the cost avoidance of new filter system totaled $439,000. The local region was successful in eliminating the need for a system expansion through the significant reduction of wastewater it was able to achieve. 

GE Helps to Ensure Animal Feed is Safe for Consumption 

Due to contamination from dirty tanks, valves and piping, and an ineffective maintenance program, a manufacturing plant in Missouri was producing batches of animal feed vitamins and supplements that did not meet federal standards. In 2000, 18 batches of product had to be thrown out, representing a total loss of $270,000 just for the raw materials. 

To remedy this situation, GE Betz recommended that all of the affected surfaces be cleaned with FoodPro(tm), a product that helps prevent contamination, scaling, and corrosion, keeping food and beverages safe for consumption. In addition, the plant put into practice a proactive maintenance and inspection program to eliminate any future contamination concerns. 

Since the new program began, the manufacturing plant has surpassed its 14-week record of 144 continuous batches of animal feed without any batches missing the federal standards, and therefore having to be thrown out. A decrease in the amount of contamination has allowed for more efficient wastewater treatment, conserving four million gallons of water per year, and reducing solid waste disposal by more than 98 tons. The total net annual savings is $270,000. 

For more information on these announcements and other information about GE Global Research, please contact Jim Healy at (518) 387-6284 / healyj@crd.ge.com or Amanda Hamilton at (212) 931-6131 / ahamilton@peppercom.com. 

General Electric Jim Healy, 518/387-6284 / healyj@crd.ge.com or Peppercom, New York Amanda Hamilton, 212/931-6131 / ahamilton@peppercom.com. 

(c) 2003 Business Wire. All reproduction, other than for an individual user's reference, is prohibited without prior written permission. 
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UN: Afghanistan, Palestinian Areas Environmentally Devastated by Years of War
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Listen to Lisa Schlein's report (RealAudio)  

The United Nations has issued two reports on the environmental effects of years of conflict in Afghanistan and the occupied Palestinian territories. 

The report on Afghanistan by the United Nations Environment Program says two decades of fighting there has caused widespread damage throughout the country. 

Afghan children fetch water from a distance for their homesMuch of the groundwater in the cities is contaminated because of the dumping of chemicals and other dangerous substances. Air pollution is also a serious hazard because many city dwellers burn plastic waste. 

Pekka Haavisto, a senior official of the U.N.'s Environment Program, says although fighting has ended in most parts of Afghanistan, the environmental damage is continuing. Many of the country's forest areas are declining.

"The reasons have been mainly the illegal cutting of the forests, the illegal forest trade over the border from the Afghanistan to Pakistan side," he said. "Of course, different warlords have been benefiting from this raw material being taken in an uncontrolled way, continuing logging. And then also, the refugee flows that have been passed through some areas and have used the forest for some heating and construction." 

The report on the environmental damage in the Palestinian territories provides equally grim reading. 

Mr. Haavisto says sewage and waste water systems have been destroyed. He says the quality of groundwater is terrible in the cities and towns of the territories, primarily because of pollution from hazardous pesticides and chemicals used in agriculture. 

He also says a security fence that Israel is building to separate the West Bank from Israeli territory poses many environmental concerns.

"One [is] that now many villages are isolated from their water resources or from their wells," Mr. Haavisto said. "The second [is] that this fence was cutting the ecological corridors, the natural ecological corridors and causing a lot of problems to the biodiversity of the area." 

Mr. Haavisto says the environmental problems in the occupied territories only can be resolved with the cooperation of the Israeli and Palestinian authorities, and he says his U.N. group has begun to work with both sides to gain their trust and cooperation

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Floods worsen misery in Mozambique, 47 dead

  MAPUTO - Floods in northern Mozambique have killed 47 people, a government spokesman said this week as heavy rains lashed more misery on the impoverished southern African country. 

  Over 200,000 people have been displaced or have lost their belongings because of flooding in northern Nampula province, said Rogerio Manguel, spokesman for the Mozambique government Institute of Natural Disaster Management, told Reuters this week. 

  Drought has already ravaged the south of the country which is one of the developing world's poorest but fastest growing economies. The  U.N. World Food Programme estimates more than half a million people suffer from food shortages there. 

  "The latest deaths resulted from electrical discharges, drowning and the collapse of houses," Manguel said. He added that 46,000 houses  had been destroyed while 34,000 hectares (84,000 acres) of crops have been devastated since the flooding began in early January. 

  To alleviate the crisis, the agriculture ministry was purchasing about 136 tonnes of local maize, rice and bean seeds for distribution to the  rain victims, officials said. 

  To make matters worse, an outbreak of cholera has killed 33 people since it broke out two months ago. 

  Nine people starved to death in January in the remote northern province of Tete, where floods drove thousands of people from their  homes and hampered relief efforts. 

  More than 14 million people in six southern African countries - Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Swaziland and Lesotho - face  food shortages because drought and floods destroyed crops in the 2001/2002 season. 

  Floods swamped Mozambique in 2000, killing 700 people and leaving hundreds of thousands homeless, prompting an appeal to foreign  donors for almost $500 million in reconstruction aid. Floods hit the country again in 2001. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

        February 19, 2003

Liberian prime animal, plant species said threatened 

Monrovia, Liberia (PANA) - An official study on Liberia's biodiversity shows that many of the country's plant and animal species are either "threatened or vulnerable," an environmental workshop heard in Monrovia Tuesday. The three-day first national workshop on Liberia's Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, which opened Monday, seeks to set national priorities and objectives for conservation, sustainable use and equitable benefits sharing. Some 150 multi-sectoral partners are attending the meeting funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in collaboration with the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the National Environmental Commission of Liberia (NECOLIB). Some of the endangered fauna species are listed as the African Elephant, Chimpanzee, Red Colobus Monkey, dwarf Crocodile and the White-breasted Guinea Fowl, while the flora include African Mahogany timber species, such as niangon and tetraberlina. Liberia is home to over 2,000 plant species, almost 600 bird species and a horde of mammals and reptiles, in addition to a "rich" biodiversity with species that have attracted global attention, the study shows. Liberia has been named one of the 25 biological "hot spots" in the world, having some 40 percent of the forest cover of the Upper Guinea forest region that encompasses about six West African countries.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng041679&dte=18/02/2003
Liberia losing two percent of forest annually, says UNDP official 

Monrovia, Liberia (PANA) - Liberia is losing about two percent of its estimated 24 million acres of land annually to desertification, according to the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Country Director Marc de Bernis. "This means that 480,000 acres of forest are lost every year due to logging and shifting cultivation," de Bernis told a national workshop in Monrovia . The UN official noted that while deforestation was moving at a fast pace, the Liberian government has been able to replant only 25,000 acres since the inception of its reforestation programme in 1971. "We are particularly concerned by the effects of the logging industry. The forest is being cleared without matching replacement," said de Bernis. He urged the Liberian government to ensure logging companies respected forestry regulations, and that government reinvested reforestation fees in conservation as required by the International Tropical Timber Treaty of which Liberia is a signatory. He said logging was taking place in the country's lone Sapo National Park extension, describing the situation as "quite disturbing" and needing government's "action to correct." De Bernis said government should preserve "protected areas".

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng041669&dte=18/02/2003
Government Urged to Stop Use of Plastic Bags

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The management of Wajir County Council has called on the Government to stop the use of plastic bags for packaging in the area. Wajir Town Clerk, Ibrahim Mohammed Jilao, said the use of plastic paper bags in the town was harmful to the livestock. He called on the Government to adopt the use of other materials that were biodegradable instead of the plastic bags to ensure security for the animals. Jilao was addressing the Press when they toured the council human waste disposal site, 10 miles from the town. He said the human waste disposal problem was the main challenge affecting the town. He cited the water table which, he said, was too close to the ground surface to allow the use of pit latrines. "Once it rains, cholera and diarrhea are common problems, the water table is at septic tank level and it is only the Government Departments and major hotels in town who have the septic tanks," Jilao said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302180219.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 19 February 2003


Topical News Issues
Westpac votes for Kyoto
The Age, February 18 2003 - One of Australia's big four banks has indicated its support for an international treaty to cut greenhouse gases. 
Greenpeace yesterday said initial findings of its survey of Business Council of Australia members revealed Westpac supported the aims and objectives of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. 
The protocol aims to cut greenhouse emissions to pre-1990 levels, but the Australian Government has so far refused to ratify the treaty without the United States coming on board. 

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2003/02/17/1045330539931.html
Failure to sign Kyoto to cost $1b a year: report
The Canberra Times, Tuesday, 18 February 2003 - SYDNEY: The Federal Government has come under renewed pressure to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climate change after a key report found it would cost Australia more than $1 billion a year not to join the treaty.
And banking giant Westpac has also thrown its weight behind Australia signing up to the agreement, calling it a "key step" towards improving the environment.

http://canberra.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=national&category=general%20news&story_id=210054&y=2003&m=2 


Toxic waste plagues Bhopal survivors
Asia Tribune, Feb 17, 2003 (By Rasheed Kidwai) - Bhopal, Feb. 16: Almost two decades after the Bhopal gas tragedy, thousands of survivors living near the abandoned Union Carbide factory continue to suffer silently from the gas leak.
These survivors, mostly concentrated in Atal Ayub Nagar, J.P. Nagar and Arif Nagar, use water polluted by the toxins left behind by the US multinational.
Each day, about 4,500 patients queue up at government-run outpatient departments complaining of respiratory diseases, stomach ailments, dysentery and nervous system disorders.
http://www.asiantribune.com/show_news.php?id=2575 

__________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 18 February 2003


Topical News Issues
Threats to the environment posed by war in Iraq
Scoop (New Zealand), Monday, 17 February 2003 - Threats to the environment posed by war in Iraq Cambridge, UK, Sunday 16 February 2003 -- BirdLife International today identified the main threats to the environment posed by a war in Iraq in a dossier of information, maps and photographs sent to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the five permanent members of the UN Security Council (China, France, Russia, the UK and USA) and the Government of Iraq. The dossier highlights threats to local people and key natural sites critical for globally threatened and endemic biodiversity in Iraq and the endangered Mesopotamian wetlands and will also be posted on the internet [1].

http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0302/S00167.htm 

Saving Sumatra's last lowland rain forests
The Jakarta Post, Feb 18, 2003 (Jeni Shannaz)  BirdLife Indonesia, Bogor, West Java, Sumatra's lowland rainforests are disappearing fast, and many of the spectacular birds that depend on them face extinction.
Indonesia has 117 globally threatened bird species, more than any other country. Nowhere in Indonesia is the birds' plight more dire than on the island of Sumatra, where a shocking 90 species are listed as globally threatened or near-threatened. Among these species are the gorgeous Red-naped Trogon and the spectacular Rhinoceros Hornbill. 
The World Bank has predicted that virtually all of Sumatra's lowland rainforests will be lost by 2005 if the present rate of logging continues. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailfeatures.asp?fileid=20030218.Q01&amp;irec=0

DEVASTATED NEPAL CUTS FUNDS FOR ENVIRONMENT

ENS, Feb 13, 2003 (By Sanjaya Dhakal) - KATHMANDU, Nepal, February 13, 2003 (ENS) - Although seven years of insurgency have destroyed Nepal's environment, triggering massive deforestation and a spurt in timber smuggling and rhino poaching, the cash strapped Nepalese government has slashed this year's environment budget by 14 percent.

http://ens-news.com/ens/feb2003/2003-02-13-01.asp 
AUSTRALIA ACTS TO STOP ICELANDIC WHALING

CANBERRA, Australia, February 12, 2003 (ENS) - Australia has taken action to protest the readmission of Iceland to the International Whaling Commission, according to Environment Minister Dr. David Kemp. The basis of Australia's objection is Iceland's refusal to abide by the current global moratorium on commercial whaling. Iceland's position on commercial whaling threatens to "render the Convention meaningless," said Kemp.

http://ens-news.com/ens/feb2003/2003-02-12-02.asp 

A/C makers jostle for next big thing - Chiller replacements to slash 25% of costs 
Bangkok Post, Feb 14, 2003 (Nareerat Wiriyapong) - Performance contracting, a new energy-conservation solution with guaranteed savings, will be a key driver for local conservation interests, whose market size could reach 17 billion baht within two years, industry experts say.
The huge potential has drawn interest from major players in air-conditioning systems, including market leader Trane, Carrier and York, as well as Japan's Daikin and Erbara.
…. The bank has provided 200 million baht to help reduce chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) by replacing conventional chillers with high-performance models. The second phase of the chiller replacement project, to be launched later this year, will have three billion baht in funding.
.… Under the second phase of the chiller replacement project, up to 400 units would be targeted, said Anat Prapasawad of the Environment and Energy Development Centre at the Industrial Finance Corporation of Thailand, which is administering the loan.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/Business/14Feb2003_biz87.html 
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ROE Media Update

UNEP or UN in the news

UN chiefs urge rich to back food safety fund

GENEVA - The chiefs of two key U.N. agencies called on rich powers to stomp up cash for a new fund to ensure poor countries could play a full part in fighting threats to global food safety.

Gro Harlem Brundtland of the World Health Organisation (WHO) and Jacques Diouf of the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) said North and South had to work together if diseases sparked by food contamination were to be vanquished.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19855/story.htm
General environment news

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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http://www.buenosairesherald.com/argentina/note.jsp?idContent=59
BUENOS AIRES HERALD Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

In other parts of the world, it´s considered the cheapest and most effective way to control floods

FIVE PROVINCES TO PROTECT WETLANDS

The Paraná river basin is one of the biggest reservoirs of fresh water and biodiversity in the world

Denis Landenbergue, Wetlands Conservation Manager for the World Wildlife Fund, and Jorge Cappato, General Director of  Fundación Proteger, explain why Argentina shouldn’t make the same mistakes that other countries are now spending billions of  dollars to correct. 

By BONNIE TUCKER
Herald staff

After three particularly disastrous floods during the past two decades, and encouragement from the World Wildlife Fund and the Santa Fe-based Fundación Proteger environmentalist NGO, the five Argentine provinces in the Paraná-Paraguay river basin have “expressed interest” in setting up a protected wetlands corridor. 
That is, they are willing to leave large tracts of riverside floodplains and marshland within their jurisdiction as they are.

The meanders (bends in winding streams) in the sedimentary floodplains adjacent to the rivers serve to slow the flow of floodwater. The intricate system of marshes and permanent or ephemeral lakes in the basin also act as sponges, storing excess water from deluges and guaranteeing a continuing flow of water throughout the year even with drought. Both play a key role in flood control and preservation of fresh water reserves that are vital for human life and biodiversity.

As water tamers, the wetlands also facilitate rational fishery, crop and livestock management; safeguard land and river transport; and provide recreation and tourism opportunities of benefit to the residents of Argentina’s northeastern big-river region. The NGOs will give them technical aid, and (eventually) the WWF some 
funding.

The idea is to add over 1.5 million hectares of marshes and floodplains from Formosa to the Paraná Delta to the list of areas protected under the Ramsar Convention, an inter-governmental treaty adopted in 1971 in Ramsar,Iran, to promote the conservation and sustainable (wise) use of wetlands that preserve biodiversity 
and are important for human wellbeing. At present, 135 countries have 1,239 wetlands totalling 106 million hectares on the Ramsar list.

It is hoped that putting the Paraguay-Paraná river basin on the list will attract enough international attention to the region to draw investment in sustainable development projects and make it more difficult for river system-disrupting undertakings like those now being rectified from Switzerland to China to take hold here.

“In big cities, people think that water comes from the tap, the pipes or the pumping station,” says Denis Landenbergue, Wetlands Conservation Manager for the World Wildlife Fund. “The idea that the ecosystem produces and purifies water is not clear and has to be reestablished. It has to do with education and information.”

Landenbergue, who was here visiting the provinces with Cappato last month, says he has never seen such an intact wetlands system, not even in the Niger basin in Africa. “The Ramsar Convention and all sorts of promotion must be used to preserve it.”

He said that as a result of the growing number of floods worldwide and the deaths and damages caused by them, countries are starting to protect their wetlands. Before 1999 the rate of increase in Ramsar-class land was never over 15 million hectares every three years (the period between meetings of Convention countries). 
By 2002 (the last meeting) it was over 30 million hectares.

China and other countries have found that dams and dikes can worsen rather than prevent downstream flooding, and are spending fortunes to put meanders back into rivers that were “straightened,” remove dikes and relocate villages and industries. “Insurance companies, in particular one big company in Europe, are investing in wetlands conservation now because it is cheaper to restore than to pay for flood damage repairs.”


At a regional workshop organized by the Federal Council for the Environment (COFEMA) at the end of January, Corrientes promised 400,000 hectares of Paraná floodplain; Chaco began the legal process for getting sites totalling 300,000 hectares on the Ramsar list; and Santa Fe, which already has 492,000 hectares (Jaaukanigás) in Ramsar, said it might add two more sites in the south. Formosa is thinking of how to get its 400,000-hectare Bañado La Estrella on the list. Entre Ríos has declared wetlands preservation of provincial interest and wants to set up Islands Commissions to control and protect its islands. Fundación Proteger and the WWF have yet to talk to authorities in the province of Buenos Aires.

The next step would be to set up a basin authority to identify priority areas and serve as a link between provinces, NGOs and funding agencies. Ideally, such an authority would include the other Mercosur countries in the basin “because every big flood has an enormous economic and social impact that our provinces and people can’t and shouldn’t have to face alone,” says Cappato.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update 

ASRI  invested $1,2 million in waste treating factory / Bahrain

The factory succeeded in converting wastes to road embellishment material as part of it continuing efforts in environment protection and enhancing its customer service    

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/Articles.asp?Article=51544&Sn=BNEW
H.R.H. Prince Sultan will open  the Environmental Education Seminar next Saturday which will be organized by the Faulty of Education at King Khaled University.

http://www.al-jazirah.com/
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-General in Rome

           The Secretary-General is in Rome today, where he is to have an audience this evening with Pope John Paul II,

     and is also to meet with Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the Secretary of State for the Holy See.

           Earlier today, the Secretary-General had a working lunch with Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, with

     discussions focusing on Iraq, and also touching on Afghanistan, North Korea and Côte d’Ivoire.

           The two men spoke to the press afterward. The Secretary-General noted Europe’s key role in the Iraq crisis,

     not just on the political side, but also on the possible humanitarian consequences of the conflict.  He said that,

     yesterday, in Brussels, he had the opportunity to brief European heads of State and government on UN contingency

     planning if war arises.

           Asked about how much longer UN inspections in Iraq should continue, the Secretary-General said the

     inspectors will carry on with their work until the Security Council decides otherwise.  He noted that there is no time

     limit in the Council’s resolutions, but a debate is going on in the Council about how much more time is needed.  We

     have a transcript of his comments to the press upstairs and, also, it’s on our Web site.

           Shortly before the audience with the Pope, during which he is expected once more to talk about Iraq, the

     Secretary-General met with Italy’s President, Carlo Azeglio Ciampi.

           **Secretary-General in Brussels

           Yesterday, in Brussels, Belgium, the Secretary-General urged European heads of State and government to

     stay focused on Iraq and its obligations to disarm, and to “avoid the tendency of turning on each other.”

           He told journalists after he addressed the closed summit meeting, “We should approach this issue positively. 

     What is required at this stage is cooperation, persistence and constant pressure”.  He added that it was imperative for

     Iraq’s Government to understand the gravity and urgency of the situation, and to “choose compliance over conflict.”

           The Secretary-General also discussed the impact of the Iraq crisis on the United Nations, saying that, if the

     Security Council can resolve it successfully and effectively, “its credibility and influence will be considerably

     enhanced.” 

     However, if action is taken without the Council’s authority, he warned, then “the legitimacy and support for that action

     will be seriously impaired.”  We

     have the transcript of that press conference upstairs.  It is also on our Web site.

           The Secretary-General also held several meetings in Brussels after he arrived at mid-day there from New York

     via Paris.  Among his meetings were one with Turkish Prime Minister Abdullah Gul, with whom he discussed Iraq and

     efforts to conclude an agreement on Cyprus by the end of this month, and a one-on-one meeting with Belgium’s King

     Albert II.

           He also met with Pat Cox, the President of the European Parliament, and eight leaders of European political

     groups, who emphasized their strong commitment to the multilateral process and the UN’s central role on Iraq.

           In the evening, before he flew to Rome, the Secretary-General discussed Iraq further with Belgian Foreign

     Minister Louis Michel.  He also met with Greek Prime Minister Costas Simitis, discussing Iraq and Cyprus, including

     the effect of the latest Greek-Cypriot elections on the peace process.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council, at 3 p.m. today, is scheduled to begin an open debate on Iraq, with 60 non-Council

     members inscribed to speak so far, according to the Security Council Presidency.  Non-Council members will take the

     floor first. A speakers' list is not expected until shortly before the meeting.  The debate is expected to continue

     tomorrow.  The debate was requested by the Non-Aligned Movement.

                 **Middle East Peace Process

           “The suffering of Palestinians and Israelis today –- the deaths and injuries, the economic devastation, the

     profound insecurity –- can end only through a political solution,” said the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East

     Peace Process, Terje Roed Larsen, in a speech delivered in London to the Meeting of the International Task Force on

     Palestinian Reform and of Middle East Quartet envoys.  This meeting is part of a number of Middle East Quartet

     activities taking place in London this week.

           Bringing this conflict to an end is entirely within the power of the parties in London –- the Israelis, the Palestinians

     and the International Community, Roed Larsen said.  The task of this gathering is to seek ways to break the dilemma

     that has maintained our intense humanitarian engagement

     -- despite the lack of political process.

           He said a start would be an agreement on the minimum needs and basic rights of the civilian population,

     whatever the prevailing security circumstances.  “We must ensure that every teacher and pupil is able to get to school,

     every patient has access to health care, every worker can reach his or her workplace, and every household has

     access to safe and affordable water,” Roed Larsen told the participants. 

           In closing, he reiterated the fact that only a comprehensive plan like the “road map” can succeed in resolving

     these dilemmas.  “Regrettably,” Roed Larsen said, “while the road map’s clock is wound, it is not yet ticking.  And

     while we are confident that will start soon, there is an absolute imperative to improve the lives of ordinary people right

     now”.  The full text of his remarks are available upstairs.

           **Iraq

           Health workers in Iraq will begin a five-day immunization programme on Sunday, 23 February.  The campaign

     aims to vaccinate 4 million Iraqi children against polio, according to the UN Children's Fund, UNICEF.  At the same

     time, health workers and volunteers will intensify routine measles immunization for children under the age of five

     years.  UNICEF says that close to half a million children under five have not been vaccinated against measles.  We

     have a press release with more details.

           Over the weekend, yesterday and today, the work of the weapons inspectors continued in Iraq.  The

     International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today conducted two interviews in private, each with a scientist previously

     associated with Iraq’s former gas centrifuge enrichment program.  The Agency also conducted a private interview

     yesterday with a senior engineer connected with Iraq’s procurement history related to 81mm aluminum tubes.  The first

     U-2 surveillance flight took place yesterday.

           Meanwhile, teams from theUnited Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC)

     and IAEA conducted a large number of inspections over the last four days, including visits to electronics, ammunition,

     chemical and missile sites in and around Baghdad, as well as in the Mosul region.  In terms of manpower, as of today,

     there are 104 inspectors from UNMOVIC and the IAEA.  Eighty-six of them are from UNMOVIC, and 18 from the

     IAEA.  With the addition of newly trained inspectors, UNMOVIC has a total roster of roughly 350 inspectors.  We have

     upstairs the full press releases from Baghdad.

           **Cambodia

           Last Thursday, February 13, the Secretary-General received a letter from Prime Minister Hun Sen, inviting him

     to send a United Nations team to Phnom Penh to resume detailed negotiations for an agreement on Khmer Rouge

     trials.  The Secretary-General wrote back on Friday last week, accepting that invitation and offering to send a team to

     Phnom Penh either later this week or, alternatively, in the beginning of March.

           The Secretary-General is now waiting for a reply from Prime Minister Hun Sen, informing him which of those

     dates would be most convenient for the Government of Cambodia.  The General Assembly has asked the

     Secretary-General to report to it by March 18 on the progress of negotiations.

           **Behrooz Sadry (Iran) Named Deputy Special Representative for DRC

           The Secretary-General has appointed Behrooz Sadry as Deputy Special Representative for the Democratic

     Republic of the Congo.  Mr. Sadry has a distinguished career with the United Nations, and has most recently served

     as the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Sierra Leone.  He assumed his functions in Kinshasa on

     the 17th of this month.

           **UNHCR/West Africa

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says that the western part of Liberia saw

     renewed fighting over the past week, which has prompted more than 30,000 people to flee their homes and head for the

     capital, Monrovia.  About 6,000 Liberians have gone into Sierra Leone, with thousands more reportedly on the way.

           In Côte d'Ivoire, UNHCR says its offices continue to receive desperate requests from some of the estimated

     40,000 Liberian refugees in the area wanting to be evacuated to a safe area or moved to other countries in the region.

           **Cyprus

           From Cyprus, a lighter note.  Yesterday at 5 p.m. local time was the deadline for the submission of entries for

     the competition for a new Cyprus flag and anthem.  The UN has so far registered upwards of 1,000 entries, with some

     more being still being registered.  Submissions from abroad are expected to continue to arrive by mail over the next

     two days.

           According to the UN mission in Cyprus, most contestants submitted multiple entries.  They came from

     individuals, schools and commercial graphic design firms.  Standards were very high, very professional.  Anthem

     compositions were submitted as scores, with some accompanied by recordings on tape and CD of renditions by full

     orchestras.

           One flag design was submitted by the Greek Cypriot father and Turkish Cypriot mother of a talented

     three-year-old.  Entries were sent from Greece, Turkey, Cyprus, of course, and from as far afield as Japan, Australia,

     New Zealand, Canada and the US.  Others came from the UK, Spain, Belgium and Norway.

           **International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia

           Three Kosovar Albanians -– Haradin Bala, Isak Musliu and Agim Murtezi –- were today transferred to the

     Detention Unit of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) at The Hague, following their

     detention in Kosovo by KFOR forces.  A fourth accused, Fatmir Limaj, has escaped arrest, departing Kosovo,

     Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte said.

           The four Kosovars were indicted by the Tribunal for crimes against humanity and war crimes committed in a

     Kosovo Liberation Army prison camp in 1998, where Serb and Albanian civilians were imprisoned, and some were

     tortured or killed.  We have more details of their indictment, which was unsealed today, in a press release upstairs.

           **Disarmament

           We informed reporters late Friday that the Iraqi Government that day had informed the Conference on

     Disarmament in Geneva that it will not assume the Presidency of that body when it was scheduled to do so, on 17

     March.  The Conference on Disarmament rotates its Presidency by alphabetical order, and Iraq was to begin a

     four-week term as President in mid-March, but it has now passed up that role, so Ireland will instead assume the

     Presidency on 17 March.

                 **Tobacco Convention

           The sixth and final meeting of the Inter-Governmental Body for the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control

     began yesterday in Geneva.  Director General of the World Health Organization (WHO), Gro Harlem Brundtland, said

     the Convention was only the first step in a long process, and that, once the main Convention was adopted, the process

     of creating protocols to address specific issues would begin.

           WHO has also released the report “Bollywood:  Victim or Ally?” which examines 400 recent Indian films and

     reveals that 80 per cent show some sort of tobacco use.  About 900 films a year are produced in the Mumbai-based

     Indian film industry, which has influence that reaches to countries around the world.  The theme of this year’s World

     No Tobacco Day, to be observed on 31 May, is “Tobacco Free Films, Tobacco Free Fashion”.

           **International Labour Organization

           The International Labour Organization (ILO) will hold a meeting on 24 to 28 February in Geneva to consider, for

     the first time, the future of the world's 100 million workers who depend in some way on the production, manufacture

     and distribution of tobacco for their livelihood.

           The meeting is to discuss what ILO officials called stagnating or declining employment in the global tobacco

     sector, as well as the uncertain future of millions of non-unionized, informal sector workers, including impoverished

     women and children.  About 6 million tons of tobacco are produced each year in some 120 countries, with 80 per cent

     of production coming from the developing world and 70 per cent from six countries:  Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, the

     United States and Zimbabwe.  We have a press release with more details upstairs.

                 **Press Releases

           We have a couple more press releases to highlight for you today.

           The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) says that Pakistan has declared itself free of the deadly cattle

     disease rinderpest.  To be declared free of the disease, a country must have had no outbreak for at least two years,

     must have stopped vaccination, and a surveillance system must be in place.  Rinderpest is a highly infectious viral

     disease that can destroy whole populations of cattle and buffalo.

           In another press release, the FAO warns that the gap between rich and poor farmers and between technology

     development and technology transfer is widening.  The FAO said that biotechnology has to be redirected to address

     the needs of poor countries if the divide is to be narrowed.

           **Budget

           In budget news, the United Kingdom today made a payment of more than $61 million to the peacekeeping

     budgets.

           **French-Language Web Site

           As of today, the French-language version of the spokesman’s Web site is now online.  On it, you’ll be able to

     find most of the items on the English Web site replicated in French.

           **Announcement

           Another announcement:  M. J. Denis Belisle, Executive Head of the

     Geneva-based International Trade Centre, will lead a briefing in New York today on how to strengthen export

     opportunities for the world’s poorest countries.  He will be speaking in Conference Room 3 from 3:30 to 5:30 today,

     under the auspices of the United Nations Office for the Least Developed Countries.  A press release will be issued by

     DPI this afternoon.  For more information, please contact Tim Wall at 1-212-963-5851. That’s all I have for you. Any

     questions?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Is the afternoon debate expected to go into evening?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Well, it will stop at sometime today.  I don’t expect it will go into really late evening,

     because tomorrow will be another day for the debate.

           Question:  Bush said today again that the United Nations could be facing irrelevancy in the future if it fails to

     act in Iraq now.  I think you alluded to it earlier in your description of what the Secretary-General said but, if I could ask

     again, how serious is the Secretary-General taking this risk to the United Nations, with the divide within the Security

     Council?  How concerned is he about the divisions between the Security Council?  How important a test is the Iraq

     debate to the United Nations in the future?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Well, I said just now that the Secretary-General said again in Rome and in Brussels that

     he believes that, when united, the Security Council will be much more effective.  And he also said that he himself is

     still optimistic about the outcome.  He doesn’t believe, at this stage, that war is inevitable.  He hopes that the Security

     Council will work together to find a solution, and he hopes that it will be a united solution.

           Question:  There was some discussion in the Security Council last week about increasing the size of the

     inspection force and perhaps even increasing the size of the security force for the inspectors.  Have any steps been

     taken to do that?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I think that suggestion was raised by the French delegation in a non-paper that was

     distributed in the Council itself.  Whether the Council will take up that, it’s up to the Council to decide.

           Question: Is there a limit on the size of the force now?

           Deputy Spokesman:  There isn’t.  But as I have said, altogether, we have 350 inspectors available in total.

           Question:  But there are only a hundred and…?

           Deputy Spokesman:  One hundred and four in the country.

           Okay, thank you.  Enjoy the snow while it lasts.

                                              * *** * ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Prepared by News Services Section





DH/3832
http://www.un.org/News/





18 February 2003



T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Security Council begins hearing from more than 60 countries on disarmament of Iraq

*
In Europe, Annan says inspections to go on until Security Council decides otherwise

*
UN inspectors carry out first U-2 surveillance flights

*
Iraqi scientist linked with suspect aluminium tubes interviewed by UN 

*
UN germ warfare experts probe food-processing facilities

*
UN inspectors continue seeking evidence of most destructive weapons

*
UNICEF and partners to immunize Iraqi children against polio and measles

Other news

*
Suffering of Palestinians, Israelis can end only through political solution – UN envoy
*
Cambodia: Annan set to send UN delegation to resume talks on Khmer Rouge court

*
Fresh fighting in Liberia sparks new flight of refugees seeking safe haven – UN  

*
1,000 entries received by UN so far for new Cyprus flag and anthem competition

*
Three Kosovo Albanians sent to UN war crimes tribunal but fourth eludes arrest

*
UN tobacco report criticizes Indian films

*
Pakistan successfully eradicates deadly cattle disease rinderpest, UN says

*
Biotechnology gap between poor and rich countries widening, UN warns

*
With India’s support, UN to distribute nutrient-rich biscuits to Afghan children

*
UN health agency launches initiative to promote physical fitness

* * * * 

Iraq: Security Council

18 February – The ongoing debate over how to proceed with the disarmament of Iraq continued today as the Security Council convened an open meeting to hear the views of some 60 non-Council members on the matter.

Speaking at the outset of the debate on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), the Permanent Representative of South Africa, Dumisani Kumalo, said the 115 Member States and 15 Observer States of the United Nations who belonged to NAM had requested the meeting because the Council was engaged in a crucial debate that had important repercussions for the entire international community. 

“To us, [Security Council] resolution 1441 was – and still is – about ensuring that Iraq is peacefully disarmed,” Ambassador Kumalo said.

Recalling the update last Friday by the UN’s lead inspectors, Ambassador Kumalo stressed that inspections were continuing apace and the inspectors themselves were receiving renewed cooperation from the Iraqi Government. None of the information presented during last week’s or previous reports would justify the Council’s abandoning of the inspections process and resort to war, he added.

“Resorting to war without fully exhausting all other options represents an admission of failure by the Security Council in carrying out its mandate of maintaining international peace and security,” Ambassador Kumalo said, urging the 15-nation body to redouble its efforts to bring about a peaceful resolution to the situation.

Continuing the discussion, Ambassador Mohammed A. Aldouri of Iraq said his country’s record of compliance with Security Council resolutions is “unprecedented in this international organization or in the history of international relations.” Iraq’s active cooperation since agreeing last October to the return of UN inspectors had resulted in the refutation of all allegations from the United States and Britain, he added.

“Reason and wisdom make it incumbent upon us to ask if there is any justification for the United States and Britain to launch war against Iraq under the pretext of their concern about Iraq’s possession of weapons of mass destruction, even at a time when Iraq is under an ongoing monitoring and verification system,” Ambassador Aldouri said.

He called on all Member States to shoulder their responsibilities under the UN Charter to put an end to the unjust embargo, eliminate the unilaterally imposed no-flight zones and heed the call for peace of the millions of people around the world expressed over the weekend.

For his part, Yahya Mahmassani, the Permanent Observer of the League of Arab States, said the reports of the chief UN weapons inspectors last week confirmed some positive achievements in the inspections process. The reports also confirmed cooperation by Iraq, which reinforced the notion that such operations should continue until “such a day when the Iraqi file could be closed and the sanction lifted.”

In light of those conclusions by the inspectors – who are the only legitimate authorities entrusted with the verification or submission of evidence of proscribed weapons to the Security Council – there is no justification to wage a against Iraq, Mr. Mahmassani said. “Where is the immediate danger that Iraq poses to the world to warrant a war?” he asked.

The Permanent Observer recalled that the League of Arab States met in Cairo last week and confirmed Arab countries’ rejection of threats to any Arab States or its security. He said the League hoped that the end of the last century’s Cold War would not be the beginning of “hot wars” in the new century – beginning with a war in Iraq. Any such war would amount to a failure of the Security Council and the international system, as well as a challenge to the Charter of the United Nations, the main safeguard that protects the world’s weakest countries and ensured international peace and security, he stressed.

After hearing from representatives of more than 20 countries, the Council was expected to suspend its meeting and reconvene tomorrow to accommodate the remaining speakers.

* * *

Secretary-General

18 February – United Nations inspectors will carry on with their work until the Security Council decides otherwise, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in Rome, stressing that there is no time limit in the Council’s resolutions and that a debate is going on in the 15-nation body about how much more time is needed.
“If the Council were to decide that there had been a material breach and that serious consequences were to follow and to determine that, the inspectors may have to suspend or stop their work,” the Secretary-General said to reporters following his meeting with Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy. “Until that judgment is made, they will have to go on.”

During his working lunch with Mr. Berlusconi, the two held discussions focusing on Iraq, and also touched on Afghanistan, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and Côte d’Ivoire, according to a UN spokesperson in New York.

While in Rome, the Secretary-General also met with President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi shortly before having a scheduled audience this evening with Pope John Paul II, during which he is expected to talk about Iraq once more, spokesperson Hua Jiang said. Mr. Annan is also to meet with Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the Secretary of State for the Holy See.

Yesterday, kicking off his two-week European trip in Brussels, the Secretary-General urged the continent’s leaders to stay focused on Iraq and its obligations to disarm, and to “avoid the tendency of turning on each other.”

Speaking to journalists after he addressed the closed summit meeting, Mr. Annan said, “We should approach this issue positively. What is required at this stage is cooperation, persistence and constant pressure.”

He added that it was imperative for Iraq’s Government to understand the gravity and urgency of the situation, and to “choose compliance over conflict.”

The Secretary-General also discussed the impact of the Iraq crisis on the United Nations, saying that if the Security Council can resolve it successfully and effectively, “its credibility and influence will he considerably enhanced.” But if action is taken without the Council’s authority, he warned, then “the legitimacy and support for that action will be seriously impaired.”

Mr. Annan also held several meetings in Brussels after his arrival yesterday afternoon, including one with Turkish Prime Minister Abdullah Gul, with whom he discussed Iraq and efforts to conclude an agreement on Cyprus by the end of this month, and another one-on-one encounter with Belgium’s King Albert II.

The Secretary-General also met with Pat Cox, President of the European Parliament, and eight leaders of European political groups, who emphasized their strong commitment to the multilateral process and the UN’s central role on Iraq, Ms. Jiang said.

In the evening, before he flew to Rome, the Secretary-General discussed Iraq further with Belgian Foreign Minister Louis Michel. He also met with Greek Prime Minister Costas Simitis to discuss Iraq and Cyprus, including the impact on the peace process in that country of the recent Greek Cypriot elections.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

18 February – United Nations inspectors have carried out their first U-2 surveillance flights over Iraq, adding aerial inspections to their land searches for evidence of banned weapons of mass destruction.

The flights, which took place yesterday, could have begun earlier in the present inspection cycle “but we’re off to a good start with the U-2s,” Ewen Buchanan, spokesman for the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), said in an interview with UN Radio today.

The planes belong to and are operated by the United States but they bear UN insignia and operate at the direction of the UN inspectors, Mr. Buchanan noted.

“Clearly this obviously increases our abilities we have in terms of reconnaissance and we hope in the not too distant future to add extra assets to our reconnaissance, including Mirage-4 aircraft provided by France, Antonov-30 aircraft provided by the Russian Federation and also drones provided to us by the German Government,” Mr. Buchanan said.

Meanwhile UN teams on the ground continued their search for evidence of banned missiles, chemical and biological agents and nuclear weapons development.

UNMOVIC teams inspected five separate missiles sites: Al Khadima, responsible for the final assembly of the Al Samoud 2 missiles; Al Harith, involved in research and development and engine and gyroscope maintenance; Al Qaid, responsible for filling Al Samoud warheads; the location of deployed Al Samoud 2 missiles; and Al Radwan factory where missile parts and containers are manufactured. The teams continued to verify Iraq’s declarations and to tag missile components.

Chemical teams went to Al Mutanna to continue destroying artillery shells filled with mustard gas but had to postpone their work because of the weather. They also inspected the Dar Al Salam Factory for Chemical Industries, the Mansour Electronic Company, and the Sa’ad State Company in Baghdad, a mechanical engineering and design centre.

A biological team, meanwhile, inspected the Qadasiyah Dairy Factory, 180 kilometres south of Baghdad.

Teams from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspected the Al Tahidi Company, an electronics facility east of Baghdad, and the Al Naser Al Adheem General Company in the Daura district of Baghdad, and performed a car-borne radiation survey in the Al Mansoor and Rashdiya districts of the capital.

* * *

Iraq

17 February – Continuing the search for evidence of Baghdad’s nuclear arms programme, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today privately interviewed a senior engineer in connection with Iraq’s procurement history related to key aluminium tubes.

In addition, teams from the United Nations Monitoring, Inspection and Verification Commission (UNMOVIC) inspected a number of sites, including the Al Khadimia and Al Samoud Factories involved in liquid propellant-type missile engine; Al Assma Company, which manufactures Al Fateh missile parts; Al Mutasim Airfield, involved in conducting flight test of a remotely piloted vehicle; Al Ameen Factory, involved in hydrostatic testing of Al Fateh and Al Abour missile motor cases; and Um Al Maarik General Establishment, which manufactures missile and rocket motor cases.

“The teams continued to verify Iraq’s declarations and establish a comprehensive monitoring mechanism,” UN spokesman Hiro Ueki told the press in Baghdad.

An UNMOVIC chemical team returned to Al Mutanna “in connection with the mustard gas destruction process and took some chemical samples for analysis,” he added. Other UN inspectors probed the Al Zahif Al Kabeer Centre, a chemical plant located approximately 30 kilometres northwest of Baghdad. The plant was set up to extract minerals and chemical compounds from mining and seawater.

An UNMOVIC biological team flew by helicopter to Al Fuwayjah, southwest of Kirkuk, and inspected a seed processing facility, while a multidisciplinary team returned to the Hadr Ammunitions Storage Facility outside Mosul and inspected a large military site. That inspection “focused primarily on artillery and small-calibre munitions,” the spokesman said.

The IAEA conducted a car-borne radiation survey in the Samarra area, and inspected Al Nida, a heavy industrial manufacturing plant in Baghdad. Other IAEA experts performed a “no-notice” inspection of Um Al Maarik and then went to Tho Al Fekar, just north of Baghdad, to inspect flow forming equipment and processes. 

Meanwhile in New York, a blizzard prompted the Security Council to postpone tomorrow’s scheduled open meeting on Iraq from the morning until the afternoon.

* * *

 Iraq

 
16 February – United Nations germ warfare experts in Iraq today probed two food-processing facilities in a bid to uncover information about Baghdad’s clandestine weapons programme.

A biological team of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) inspected the food processing facility at Baquba, approximately 50 kilometres northwest of Baghdad, according to UN spokesman Hiro Ueki. “Subsequently, the team inspected the Biology Department of the College of Sciences at Baquba University,” he said.

A second biological team inspected another food processing company in the Diyala area, and then visited the Diyala Tuberculosis and respiratory disease centre, Mr. Ueki added.

UNMOVIC missile experts today were at Al Kindi, a site involved in researching, developing and testing of missile systems. They also tagged imported SA-2 engines at the Ibn Al Haytham and newly produced Al Samoud II missiles in the Taji area. In addition, a missile team went to Al Mamoun in connection with casting chambers that were destroyed by the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) but reconstituted by Iraq. 

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC chemical team visited Falluja III, located about 100 kilometres northwest of Baghdad. “This inspection involved the verification of declared items,” Mr. Ueki said.

The spokesman also reported that on Saturday, UNMOVIC multidisciplinary teams inspected the Hadr Ammunition Storage Facility outside Mosul. “The teams covered a vast amount of ground, which included roughly 300 storage warehouses, bunkers, brick stores, metal containers and external munitions dumps,” he said, adding that the inspection lasted the entire day.

* * *

 Iraq

 
15 February – United Nations weapons experts today continued inspecting sites across Iraq in search of evidence of a clandestine programme to produce prohibited arms.

Missile teams from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) probed Al Nida, which manufactures solid propellant mixers; Nissan Factory 17, which is involved in the production of Al Samoud missile parts; and the Salah Al Din State Company, which manufactures fuses and printed circuit boards of missiles. “The teams continued to verify Iraq’s declaration and establish a comprehensive monitoring mechanism,” said UN spokesman Hiro Ueki.

An UNMOVIC biological team visited the Saddam Centre for Biotechnology Research in Baghdad to “follow up the movement of items notified by the Iraqi National Monitoring Directorate,” Mr. Ueki added. The same team later inspected the Chemistry Department of Saddam University College of Science, while a biological team visited An Bar College of Agriculture, located approximately 150 kilometres west of Baghdad.

Seeking evidence of chemical arms production, UNMOVIC experts flew by helicopter to Basra, where they inspected the Southern Refinery Company.

Meanwhile, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) dispatched four teams today. Two inspected facilities within the Tuwaitha site just south of Baghdad in a bid to further refine the Agency’s knowledge of nuclear wastes in Iraq.

“The first team included nuclear experts experienced in rock climbing and inspected previously inaccessible underground chambers within the old Tamuz 1 reactor complex that had been destroyed by bombing in 1981,” Mr. Ueki said. “The second team inspected and made preparations for the removal of a small amount of natural uranium slurry, previously marked for removal in 1998, from a pit located within the facility.”

A third IAEA team conducted a car-borne radiation survey at the Radwan and Yarmouk facilities 50 kilometres west of Baghdad, while a fourth inspected the Taji Engineering facility, which is involved in aircraft motor refurbishing.

* * * 
UNICEF

18 February – In the shadow of ongoing international debate over a potential conflict in Iraq, health workers are expected to fan out across the country to immunize more than 4 million Iraqi children against polio, the lead United Nations agency for youngsters announced today. 

“We are still hopeful peace will prevail,” said Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). “But as the Secretary-General said, the UN has a responsibility to be prepared should the worst happen.”

To reach 4 million Iraqi children during next week’s polio campaign, more than 14,000 health workers will go door-to-door making sure that each child has been protected. UNICEF said the polio campaign is crucial to protecting not only Iraqi children from the disease, but also preventing polio outbreaks elsewhere in the region. 

“To eliminate polio, you have to shut it down everywhere,” Ms. Bellamy noted. “This is a disease that crosses borders easily, so it is essential that we complete this year’s immunization and reach every child.” 

UNICEF is also supporting an accelerated campaign against measles, which spreads rapidly within displaced populations and kills more children than any other disease. According to the agency, there are close to half a million Iraqi children under five that have not been vaccinated against measles. 

Polio immunization begins 23 February and the measles effort early in March. Both campaigns are extensions of ongoing immunization efforts in Iraq, led by the Ministry of Health and supported by UNICEF, the World Health Organization and the Red Crescent. 

* * *
Middle East

18 February – The suffering of Palestinians and Israelis – the deaths and injuries, the economic devastation, the profound insecurity – can end only through a political solution, a top United Nations envoy in the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen, said today at a meeting in London on Palestinian reform.

“The humanitarian crisis in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is not caused by a natural disaster. It comes from a conflict,” Mr. Roed-Larsen said in a speech delivered to the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee on Palestinian Reform, part of a number of activities of the so-called Quartet – comprising the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – taking place in London this week.

“Bringing this conflict to an end is entirely within the power of the parties here today,” stressed Mr. Roed-Larsen, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process.

He said the task of the meeting will be to seek ways “to break the dilemma that has us maintaining our intense humanitarian engagement – despite the lack of political progress,” and that a start would be an agreement on the minimum needs and basic rights of the civilian population, whatever the prevailing security circumstances.

“We must ensure that every teacher and pupil is able to get to school, every patient has access to health care, every worker can reach his or her workplace; every household has access to safe and affordable water,” Mr. Roed-Larsen told the participants.

The UN Envoy reiterated the fact that only a comprehensive plan like the Quartet’s road map can succeed in resolving these dilemmas. “Regrettably, while the road map’s clock is wound, it is not yet ticking,” Mr. Roed-Larsen said. “And while we are confident that will start soon, there is an absolute imperative to improve the lives of ordinary people right now.”

* * *

Cambodia

18 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is set to resume detailed negotiations with Cambodia in a bid to reach agreement on a special court to try the former leaders of the Khmer Rouge.

Last Friday, the Secretary-General wrote back to Prime Minister Hun Sen accepting his recent invitation to send a UN team to Phnom Penh, and offering to dispatch the delegation later this week or in the beginning of March, according to a UN spokesperson in New York.

“The Secretary-General is now waiting for a reply from Prime Minister Hun Sen, informing him which of those dates would be most convenient for the Government of Cambodia,” spokesperson Hua Jiang told a press briefing.

The General Assembly had asked the Secretary-General to report to it by 18 March on the progress of negotiations.

Last month, a Cambodian delegation led by Senior Minister Sok An met with UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell in New York for a series of exploratory talks on the matter.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

18 February – With large areas of western Liberia now reportedly in the hands of rebels, some 30,000 people driven from their homes are in a desperate attempt to reach the Liberian capital of Monrovia, and, according to the United Nations refugee agency, perhaps thousands more may be headed to neighbouring Sierra Leone.  

The Liberian refugees fleeing to Sierra Leone will join about 6,000 others driven by fresh fighting over the past week, according to a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). “This has caused alarm in Sierra Leone, which is just recovering from a painful, decade-long war itself,” Peter Kessler said in Geneva. 

An inter-agency mission dispatched over the weekend reported that large areas of western Liberia have fallen under rebel control. “In Monrovia at the weekend, we had reports that the rebels have pushed to around 20 kilometres outside the city,” said Mr. Kessler. “However, by yesterday, we were told that government forces had repulsed the rebels and the city was calm.” 

Mr. Kessler said however that events throughout the West African region had the agency worried. “In Côte d’Ivoire, our offices continue to receive desperate requests from some of the estimated 40,000 Liberian refugees in the area wanting to be evacuated to a safe area or moved to other countries in the region,” he said, noting that yesterday’s demonstration outside the agency’s office in Abidjan marked the third such protest in a week. 

Since the conflict broke out in Côte d’Ivoire five months ago, more than 88,000 people have left the country and gone into the eastern part of Liberia, where it is relatively quiet. They include Liberian returnees, Ivorian refugees and immigrant workers. 

In other news from Africa, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has named Behrouz Sadry of Iran as his Deputy Special Representative for the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Mr Sadry, who assumed his functions in Kinshasa on Monday, most recently served as the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Sierra Leone. 
* * *

Cyprus

18 February – The United Nations today said it has so far registered upwards of 1,000 entries for the competition of a new Cyprus flag and anthem.

A spokesperson in New York said the UN expected to register more entries, as submissions are expected to continue to arrive by mail over the next two days. The deadline was yesterday.

According to the UN mission in Cyprus, most contestants – individuals, schools and commercial graphic design firms – submitted multiple entries of very high professional standards. Anthem compositions were submitted as scores, with some accompanied by recordings on tape and compact disc of renditions by full orchestra.

One flag design was submitted by the Greek Cypriot father and Turkish Cypriot mother of a talented three-year-old. Entries were sent from Greece, Turkey, Cyprus, and from as far a field as Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the United States. Others came from the United Kingdom, Spain, Belgium and Norway.

* * *

ICTY

18 February – Three Kosovo Albanians were transferred to the United Nations war crimes tribunal in The Hague today to face charges of the torture and murder of Serb and Albanian civilians, but a fourth eluded arrest in what the court’s prosecutor called an “outrageous” lapse by KFOR international security forces.

All four were charged by Carla Del Ponte, prosecutor for the UN International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), on 24 January in a sealed indictment for their actions at a Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) prison camp in 1998, including shooting dead 11 prisoners in a clearing in the woods.

In a statement from Podgorica, Montenegro, where she is currently visiting, Ms. Del Ponte was critical of the ease with which the fourth indictee, Fatmir Limaj, was allowed to slip out of Kosovo on a regular flight, although KFOR had been in possession of the indictment and arrest warrant for two and a half weeks.

“It was that easy,” Ms. Del Ponte said. “And it is outrageous…Unless he decides to surrender voluntarily, Fatmir Limaj will be yet another name on our long list of indictees at large. As in the other cases, I fully share the sense of immense disappointment, disillusionment and frustration of the victims.”
The three transferred to The Hague today were Haradin Bala, Isak Musliu and Agim Murtezi. The charges against the four include crimes against humanity and violations of the laws or customs of war.

Mr. Limaj, 32, a KLA commander responsible for the operation of the Lapusnik/Llapushnik prison camp, was charged with holding at least 35 Serb and Albanian civilians “under conditions that were brutal and inhumane, and routinely subjected them to physical and psychological abuse, including torture and beatings.”

Mr. Bala, 45, Mr. Musliu, 32, and Mr. Murtezi, 46, all KLA members and guards at the camp, enforced inhumane conditions, including inadequate food and medical care, and participated in or aided and abetted the torture and beatings of detainees, the Tribunal said.

The indictment charges that between 24 June and 25 July 1998, KLA forces under Mr. Limaj’s command and control beat, tortured and murdered a number of Serb, non-Albanian and Albanian detainees, and that Mr. Bala and Mr. Musliu participated in or aided and abetted the murder of six detainees.

* * *

Tobacco


18 February – As final negotiations are under way on a landmark global treaty to reduce tobacco-related deaths and disease, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a report sharply criticizing India’s film industry for glamorizing smoking as the “cool” thing to do.

India’s film industry, primarily based in Mumbai and known as “Bollywood,” is the world’s largest, producing more than 900 films every year and influencing movie-goers as far-flung as Africa and the Middle East. In India alone, an estimated 15 million people see nationally produced movies every day.  

WHO’s study, “Bollywood: Victim or Ally?” examines 400 recent Indian films and reveals that 80 per cent show some form of tobacco use. Around 76 per cent of the top-rated films portray smoking as “cool.” As part of the study, 31 industry professionals were interviewed to find out why filmmakers decide to include tobacco in scenes and how prevalent tobacco brand placement is in Indian films.

The launch of WHO’s study, as well as the kick-off for the 2003 World No Tobacco Day campaign today at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, coincide with the final round of negotiations for the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). Those discussions, which began yesterday and will run through 28 February, aim to finalize the ground-breaking agreement on international tobacco regulations, particularly curbing the advertising, promotion, sales and smuggling of tobacco products. 

Meanwhile, the international debate over tobacco regulations and the flurry of attention focused on that industry will intensify next week when the International Labour Organization (ILO) convenes the first-ever meeting to discuss the future of perhaps 100 million workers whose jobs are threatened as the tobacco sector reels from the effects of anti-smoking campaigns and widespread corporate mega-mergers. 


The ILO’s Tripartite Meeting on the Future of Employment in the Tobacco Sector, set to run 24 to 28 February, brings together workers, employers and governments to discuss what lies ahead for millions of non-unionized, informal sector labourers – particularly impoverished women and children – who depend in some way on the production, manufacture and distribution of tobacco and tobacco products for their livelihoods.

 
At the centre of the discussions will be the just-released ILO study, “Employment trends in the tobacco sector: Challenges and prospects.” That report notes that jobs in the tobacco industry in industrialized countries and in some developing countries have either been stagnating or declining, although tobacco production, especially cigarettes, has been increasing due to higher demand worldwide supported by state-of-the-art technology. 

“Tobacco has never been more controversial than it is today,” ILO Director-General Juan Somavia, said, noting that for many who work in the sector, declining employment is a burning workplace and social issue. That is especially the case among the most vulnerable, such as migrants, women and children, ethnic minorities and castes or tribes who are not in a position to negotiate wages or working conditions. “Their future must also be considered,” he said.

* * *

Pakistan

18 February – Pakistan has declared itself “provisionally free” from the deadly cattle plague rinderpest, the United Nations announced today in Rome. 

“Even three years ago freeing Pakistan from rinderpest was a dream,” said Peter Roeder, Secretary of the Global Rinderpest Eradication Programme (GREP), led by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

For a country to declare itself provisionally free from rinderpest, a highly infectious viral disease that can destroy entire populations of cattle and buffalo, it must prove that there has been no outbreak for at least two years. It must also have stopped vaccination and have a surveillance system in place, according to the rules overseen by the Office International des Epizooties in Paris. 

The last cases of rinderpest in Pakistan were detected in October 2000 in a buffalo farm near Karachi, FAO said. Recent massive movements of buffaloes and some cattle from Pakistan to Afghanistan and Iran have not been accompanied by rinderpest, supporting the declaration that the country is provisionally free from the plague.

“With Pakistan’s success, there is growing confidence that the whole of Asia is now free from rinderpest for the first time in millennia,” said Mr. Roeder. He cautioned, however, that “Pakistan still has much to do to achieve the final status of freedom from rinderpest infection.” 

With a grip on rinderpest, Pakistan will now be able to export more livestock, contributing to increased income and food security in rural areas and helping to reduce poverty in a country that earns about 12 per cent of its foreign exchange from livestock trade.

In the mid-1990s, a rinderpest outbreak swept through the northern areas of Pakistan, killing tens of thousands of cattle, buffalo and yak. This initiated Pakistan’s eradication programme, which started in 1995 with assistance from FAO. 

* * *
FAO

18 February – The promises and potential of biotechnology are not equally shared between developed and developing countries, the United Nations said today. 


“The gap between rich and poor farmers, between research priorities and needs, and between technology development and actual technology transfer, is widening,” Assistant Director-General, Louise Fresco, of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, warned in a statement issued in Rome.

While vaccines and virus-free plant materials hold great potential, there are currently no serious investments in any of the five most important crops in the semi-arid tropics – sorghum, millet, pigeon pea, chickpea and groundnut, according to the statement. 

“This is largely because 70 per cent of the agricultural biotechnology investments are by multinational private sector research, mostly in developed or advanced developing countries,” said Ms. Fresco.

To bridge this divide, biotechnological research must be redirected to focus on key challenges facing developing countries, Ms. Fresco stressed, calling for the urgent reversal of the decline in funding to public research and the creation of incentives to harness private-public sector partnerships.

Ms. Fresco also pointed out that biotechnology is only one way to increase food quality and quantity, and choosing the best options to address specific production problems in developing countries should be based on economic, technical, social, trade and safety considerations. She encouraged open dialogue on the benefits and risks of biotechnologies.

* * *

Afghanistan

16 February – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today announced plans to distribute nearly 10,000 tons of high-energy biscuits donated by India to the school children of Afghanistan.

“The biscuits are made in India from wheat fortified with micronutrients to give the children a nutritional boost to enhance their ability to learn,” WFP Public Affairs Officer Alehandro Chicheri told reporters in Kabul.

President Hamid Karzai and the Afghan Education Minister, Younis Qanooni, were among those slated to attend a ceremony in the capital marking the distribution. Indian Ambassador Vivek Katjui and WFP Deputy Country Director Susana Rico were also expected to participate. 

In another development, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today announced the start of the first nationwide teacher-training programme. Run by the agency and the Afghan authorities, the initiative aims to reach 70,000 educators.

“Emphasis is being placed on including women in the programme to help them catch up on the many years when they were denied the right to practice their profession in Afghanistan,” said UNICEF spokesman Edward Carwadine.

In addition to drawing heavily on Afghan traditional literature and folklore, the courses will include information on mine risk education. Landmines and unexploded ordnance cause up to 300 deaths or injuries every month in Afghanistan, with children among the chief victims.

* * *

WHO

 
17 February – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today launched “Move for Health” – an annual global initiative to promote physical activity as a key element of health and well-being.

Addressing the first International Conference for Sport and Development in Magglingen, Switzerland, WHO Director General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland said the effort reflects concern over the link between chronic disease and unhealthy diet as well as a lack of exercise.

“WHO has worked successfully with the sports industry for many years to remove a global ‘bad’ in tobacco, and is now engaging positively to address the wider problem of chronic diseases,” she said. 

The agency estimates that physical inactivity caused 1.9 million deaths in 2000, while being responsible for some 15 to 20 per cent of all cases of certain kinds of heart disease, diabetes and cancer. The risk of getting a cardiovascular disease increases by up to 1.5 times in people who do not follow minimum physical activity recommendations. 

“Even as we continue to fight a rearguard action against the diseases of poverty, we are confronting the challenge of the increasing global burden of chronic disease,” Dr. Brundtland observed. “This is a result of changes in physical activity, diet and in the environment following rapid globalization and urbanization.” She added that largely preventable chronic diseases like stroke, diabetes, some cancers and respiratory diseases – as well as obesity and overweight problems – are now the major causes of death and disability worldwide.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Toepfer" ��TerraGreen - In Conversation with Klaus Töpfer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kosovo" ��The Guardian (London) -  Kosovo�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Battle" ��The Guardian - Battle scarred - The environmental fallout after the tanks have departed


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Fishing" ��ENS - Destructive Fishing Causing Ocean Crisis�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Planting" ��Life Science Weekly  - ENVIRONMENT: International tree planting campaign launched� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��GE Global Research Innovation Update - Water Conservation Innovations�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Afghanistan" ��VOA - UN: Afghanistan, Palestinian Areas Environmentally Devastated by Years of War
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