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· BBC - Mountain gorillas escape poachers 

· BBC - Farming 'killing Europe's birds'
· ENS - European Lawmakers Support Ban Bushmeat Petition 

· All Africa - Angola: First War, Now Peace, Ravages Wildlife
· Reuters – Court Allows Sonar Whale Tests Despite Protests
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· ROAP
· ROWA

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of 17 January  2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  17 January 2004
Africa News

January 16, 2004 Friday

Kenya; German Chancellor Expected On Monday

BYLINE: The East African Standard

BODY:
Chancellor Gerhard Schroder of the Federal Republic of Germany will make a three-day visit to Kenya starting Monday, it was announced yesterday.

German Embassy's Press Attache, Sebastian Groth, said this will be the Chancellor's first official visit to the continent. Saying Schroder will also visit Ethiopia, South Africa and Ghana, Groth said the visit was aimed at supporting regional integrations, resolution of conflicts and witness the reforms which are taking place in the respective countries.

He told the Press in Nairobi that the Chancellor will be heading a powerful delegation of 100 Germans.

While in Kenya, Schroder will meet with President Kibaki at State House, Nairobi, where Mr Groth said the Chancellor will also open a German factory, Beiersdorf in Nairobi's industrial area and also visit the United Nations Environment Programme headquarters in Gigiri, where he will also plant a tree.

He said Germany supports projects in the health, agricultural and water sectors.
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Agence France Presse
January 16, 2004 Friday

Germany's Schroeder to back reformers, promote security on first Africa tour

BYLINE: DEBORAH COLE

DATELINE: BERLIN, Jan 16

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder will embark on his first tour of Africa Sunday in a mission to support the continent's leading lights and raise the alarm about the terror threat posed by lawless states.

Schroeder's week-long trip to Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa and Ghana will deliver the message that Europe must help ensure the success of stable, reform-oriented nations or risk importing Africa's gravest problems, government sources said.

"Ultimately, this trip is about security policy," a source said. 

"It is our neighbor continent whose problems could quickly become our own."

Schroeder's tour, his first in Africa since taking office in 1998, will herald a new Africa policy in which partnerships with leaders in good governance replace "charity" for the world's poorest countries.

"Africa is not a forgotten continent. We want to make our engagement for political change and sustainable development visible," a senior official said.

The chancellor will arrive Sunday in Addis Ababa where he will deliver a keynote speech on African development at the headquarters of the African Union, outlining aims to promote regional integration and the NEPAD agenda, an ambitious plan for Africa's development.

He will continue Monday to Nairobi where he will visit the United Nations Environment Program, run by the German Klaus Toepfer, and sign an accord doubling development aid for Kenya to a total 50 million euros (63 million dollars) for 2004-2005.

Highlighting Kenya's status as a "privileged partner" due to its reform drive under President Mwai Kibaki, Schroeder will also offer to expand cooperation between German and Kenyan police and security services.

Sources said the new assistance came in response to the terrorist threat demonstrated by the bombings of the US embassy in Kenya in 1998 and a Mombasa hotel housing mainly Israeli tourists in 2002.

Officials said Germany is most concerned by the power vacuum left in countries such as Somalia, which has lacked a central government since 1991 and is widely believed to harbor Islamic extremists.

A government source said Germany was also willing to make a contribution to stabilizing southern Sudan, a conflict which has plagued the stability of east Africa, perhaps by dispatching "one or two" field officers under a UN mandate to a cease-fire commission.

Khartoum and the southern rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army this month signed a deal on sharing the oil-rich country's wealth, a key component of efforts to end 20 years of civil war.

But the two sides are still locked in delicate talks over elements of power-sharing and the future status of three disputed areas.

Schroeder will arrive in Thursday for a two-day stop in South Africa and meet with President Thabo Mbeki, praised in Berlin as the leading contributor to African conflict resolution, and former president Nelson Mandela.

The chancellor will discuss AIDS and Zimbabwe with Mbeki, who has been criticized by Western nations for being too accommodating toward President Robert Mugabe's authoritarian regime.

Schroeder will be accompanied by 23 business executives, most of them from small or medium-sized firms interested in investing in South Africa, as well as chairmen of major corporations including DaimlerChrysler, Lufthansa and Beiersdorf.

In Accra on Saturday, Schroeder will visit the new Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre in which African states with Western aid train troops for deployment in African trouble spots.

Schroeder's tour follows a visit by Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer to Mali, Namibia and South Africa in October and precedes a tour to Nigeria and Tanzania by President Johannes Rau in March.
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Serbia Info

16 January 2004

Belgrade to host UNEP regional seminar in January
Belgrade, Jan 16, 2004 - Serbian Minister of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Andjelka Mihajlov visited Nairobi, Kenya from Jan 12 to 16 where she attended a meeting on strengthening the scientific base of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNDP), the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection said in a statement.

Participants in the meeting discussed environmental challenges, scientific credibility, assessment and decision-making, cooperation among various institutions involved, cost justification, as well as environmental protection capacity building in developing countries and their participation in UNEP activities.

Mihajlov also met with UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer to discuss Serbia's cooperation with UNEP as well as Toepfer's upcoming visit to Belgrade, the statement said.

As part of efforts to deepen cooperation with Serbia, UNEP is due to hold a regional seminar in Belgrade from January 26 to 29 to focus on South East European countries' observance of multilateral accords on environmental protection, the statement added. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Khaleej Times

Youth urged to take the lead
(By a staff reporter)
18 January 2004 

DUBAI - A six-day international gathering for youth, organised by the Dubai Naturalisation and Residency Department (DNRD) under the patronage of General Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and UAE Defence Minister, and in association with the Emirates Diving Association, the United Nations Environment Programme - Regional Office of West Asia and BP, began on Saturday at the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry, with the participation of around 60 youths under the age of 30 from 30 countries around the globe. 

Marking the opening of the 'Environmental Global Youth Gathering', one of the several events organised by the DNRD during the Dubai Shopping Festival 2004, between January 16 and 21, Colonel Saeed Mattar bin Bleilah, Director of DNRD, stressed the role of the youth in promoting sustainable development.
In his inaugural address, he said: "The UAE has witnessed a tremendous growth over the past two years, particularly Dubai, in the business and tourism sectors. Despite such development, the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, has not forgotten the importance of maintaining a sustainable environment and of creating more awareness about environmental issues."

Col. Bin Bleilah said that organising this conference is part of such efforts. "Educating the youth about such issues is an investment in a better future, because they are the future and the fate of the world lies in their hands." He added: "By uniting the youth of the world and giving them a more effective role in decision-making with regard to environmental matters, we open the doors for exchange of information, ideas and experiences, and for an opportunity to follow the right path to a healthy environment.

The inaugural ceremony featured speeches by Dr Mahmood Yousef Abdulraheem, Director and Regional Representative, United Nations Environment Programme - Regional Office of West Asia, followed by the first keynote speech addressed by Theodore E. A. Oben, Head- Children and Youth/Sport, and the Environment Unit, UNEP Division of Communications and Public Information. He spoke about investing in the youth for sustainable development, and stressed that UNEP is keen to make sure that the young people of the world, who represent nearly half the planet's population, are given a voice and are listened to.

Dr Oben made a reference to the UNEP's new children and youth strategy called Tunza, an African word meaning 'to treat with care and affection'. "Care, affection, respect: these must be our bywords in looking after our environment," he said, adding that sustainable development is not the choice of governments and organisations, but an individual one.

 __________________________________________________________________

Gulf News

There's more to the festival than just fun and shopping
Dubai | By Sunita Menon, Staff Reporter | 18/01/2004
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The Dubai Shopping Festival is not all about fun and frolic, but also carries a responsible and serious tone to it. For the first time, this year more than 30 youth representing various countries have gathered in Dubai in the interest of environment.

In keeping with the spirit of One World, One Family, One Festival, these bright minds will dwell on global imbalances and the impact of unsustainable lifestyles on economy, society and the environment. They are here under the YouthXchange programme titled - The Environmental Global Youth Gathering Dubai 2004.
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The Global Village sparkles with myriad lights and activities. ©Gulf News
The six-day event is hosted by the Department of Naturalisation and Residency Dubai, (DNRD), and managed by the Emirates Diving Association.

YouthXchange incorporates the relationship between economics, environmental fairness, and social justice so as to encourage youth to take shared responsibility for their society and participate in the creation of a better future. 

Addressing the participants Col. Saeed Matar bin Belaila, the Director Of DNRD said: "As an organization that deals with people everyday from all around the world, it is the first time that we are hosting such a large number of youth coming together for the same purpose-interest of the environment.

"Over a couple of years the UAE has shown a remarkable growth be it in the business sector or tourism. But not once did we ignore the importance of a clean and better environment a topic that is keenly pursued by President His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan."

He said the role of youth in promoting a sustainable development and creating awareness on the environment is being given more attention. 

"By uniting the youth of the world and giving them a role in decision making in safeguarding the environment we have provided them with a platform to interact and exchange their views on the subject."

Providing a insight to the gap between rich and poor in the world, Theodre E.A. Oben, Head of the Children and Youth/Sport and the Environment Unit UNEP Division of Communications and Public Information said that UNEP places a great and increasing emphasis on the global youth as they represent about half of the global population. 

"In the World Summit for Sustainable Development that was held in Johannesberg, world leaders had confirmed that the future belongs to the youth. They should inherit a world of dignity. This was reaffirmed by nearly 120 governments along with the UNEP governing council last year in February in Kenya.

"The youth are not only tomorrow's leaders but also represent a major consumer force. The life the youth lead will determine their tomorrow. The concept of sustainable development is to look in the local issues and is just not confined to what the government is doing. 

"Year 2015 is the date marked to accomplish the target that was set for sustainable development at the World Summit. That's why the UNEP places responsibility on the young," he said.

He said that the gap between rich and poor is increasing. 

Shedding light on the YouthXchange programme Isabella Marras, the Associate Programme Officer, Division of Technology, Industry and Economic UNEP said that the UNEP and Unesco interviewed 10,000 youth in 24 countries worldwide. Their answers and direct requests for information led us to produce the UNEP Unesco YouthXchange project. 

"The project is a training kit on responsible consumption. It seeks to address the need for clear, reliable and youth oriented information on sustainable lifestyles. It includes a training guide, web site, on-line discussions and related workshops". 
Contra CostaTimes
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Pollution from industrialized world poisons lives of Greenland's Inuit

By Marla Cone
LOS ANGELES TIMES
QAANAAQ, Greenland - Pitching a makeshift tent on the sea ice, where the Arctic Ocean meets the North Atlantic, brothers Mamarut and Gedion Kristiansen are ready to savor their favorite meal.

Nearby lies the carcass of a narwhal, a reclusive beast with an ivory tusk like a unicorn's. Mamarut slices off a piece of muktuk, the whale's raw pink blubber and mottled gray skin, as a snack.

"Peqqinnartoq," he says in Greenlandic. Healthy food.

Mamarut's wife, Tukummeq Peary, a descendant of famed North Pole explorer Adm. Robert E. Peary, is boiling the main entree on a camp stove.

The family dips hunting knives into the kettle, pulling out steaming ribs of freshly killed ringed seal and devouring the hearty meat with some hot black tea.

Living closer to the North Pole than to any city, factory or farm, the Kristiansens appear unscathed by any industrial-age ills. They live much as their ancestors did, relying on foods harvested from the sea and skills honed by generations of Inuit.

But as northbound winds carry toxic remnants of faraway lands to their hunting grounds in extraordinary amounts, their close connection to the environment and their ancestral diet of marine mammals have left the Arctic's indigenous people vulnerable to the pollutants of modern society.

About 200 hazardous compounds, which migrate from industrialized regions and accumulate in ocean-dwelling animals, have been detected in the inhabitants of the far north.

Tainted food chain
The bodies of Arctic people, particularly Greenland's Inuit, contain the highest human concentrations of industrial chemicals and pesticides found anywhere on Earth -- levels so extreme that the breast milk and tissues of some Greenlanders could be classified as hazardous waste.

Nearly all Inuit tested in Greenland and more than half in Canada have levels of PCBs and mercury exceeding international health guidelines.

Perched atop a contaminated food chain, the inhabitants of the Arctic have become the industrialized world's lab rats, the involuntary subjects of an accidental human experiment demonstrating what can happen when a heaping brew of chemicals builds up in human bodies.

Studies of infants in Greenland and Arctic Canada who have been exposed in the womb and through breast milk suggest that the chemicals are harming children.

Babies suffer greater rates of infections because their immune systems seem to be impaired, and their brain development is altered, slightly reducing their intelligence and memory skills.

Scientists say the immune suppression could be responsible, at least in part, for the Arctic's inordinate number of sick babies.

They believe the neurological damage to newborns is similar in scope to the harm done if the mothers drank moderate amounts of alcohol while pregnant.

Poisoned milk
The tragedy for the Inuit is that they have few, if any, ways to protect themselves. Many Arctic natives say that abandoning their traditional foods would destroy a 4,000-year-old society rooted in hunting.

In this hostile and isolated expanse of glacier-carved bedrock and frozen sea, survival means that people live as marine mammals live, hunting like they do, wearing their skins.

No factory-engineered fleece compares with the warmth of a sealskin parka, mittens and boots. No motorboat sneaks up on a whale like a handmade kayak latched together with rope. No snowmobile flexes with the ice like a dog-pulled sledge crafted of driftwood.

And no imported food nourishes their bodies, warms their spirit and strengthens their hearts like the flesh they slice from the flanks of a whale or seal.

"Our foods do more than nourish our bodies. They feed our souls," said the late Ingmar Egede, a Greenlandic educator who promoted the rights of indigenous peoples.

"When many things in our lives are changing, our foods remain the same. They make us feel the same as they have for generations.

"When I eat Inuit foods, I know who I am."

In 1987, Dr. Eric Dewailly, an epidemiologist at Laval University in Quebec, was surveying contaminants in breast milk of mothers near the industrialized, heavily polluted Gulf of St. Lawrence when he met a midwife from Nunavik, the Arctic portion of Quebec province.

She asked whether he wanted to gather milk samples from women there. Dewailly reluctantly agreed, thinking it might be useful as "blanks," samples with nondetectable pollution levels.

A few months later, the first batch of samples from Nunavik arrived by air mail at the lab in Quebec.

Dewailly soon got a phone call from the lab director. Something was wrong with the Arctic milk. The chemical concentrations were off the charts. The peaks overloaded the lab's equipment, running off the page.

Upon checking more breast milk, the scientists soon realized that the peaks were accurate: The Arctic mothers had seven times more PCBs in their milk than mothers in Canada's biggest cities.

"Breast milk is supposed to be a gift," said Dewailly, who today is among the world's leading experts on the human health effects of contaminants. "It isn't supposed to be a poison."

Nearly a generation has passed since those first vials of breast milk arrived in the Quebec laboratory.

The babies Dewailly agonized over are now 16 years old, about to pass to their own children the chemical load amassing in their bodies.

Passing it along
From ice-clinging algae to polar bears, the Arctic has a long and intricate ladder of life. An estimated 650,000 indigenous people inhabit the top rung, and their population is steadily growing.

About 90,000 are the Inuit of Eastern Canada and Greenland -- a territory of Denmark under its own home-rule government.

Others, spread across eight nations and speaking dozens of languages, include the 350,000 Yakuts of Siberian Russia, Alaska's Inupiat and Yup'ik, and Scandinavia's Saami.

The chemicals, such as polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs, originate in the cities of North America, Europe and Asia.

They travel thousands of miles north via winds, ocean currents and rivers. In the Arctic, the sea is a deep-freeze archive, storing contaminants that are slow to break down in cold temperatures and low sunlight.

Ingested first by zooplankton, the chemicals spread through the food web as one species consumes another.

Most urban dwellers consume food from a host of sources, eating comparatively limited amounts of seafood and no marine mammals or other top predators high on the food chain.

Instead, they consume mostly land-raised foods with low contaminant levels.

Inuit, by contrast, eat much as polar bears do, consuming the blubber and meat of fish-eating whales, seals, walruses and seabirds four or five links up the marine food chain.

Contaminants, which accumulate in animals' fat, magnify in concentration with each step up, from plankton to people.

Bearing the brunt
In newborns' umbilical cord blood and mothers' breast milk, average PCB and mercury levels are 20 to 50 times higher in remote villages of Greenland than in urban areas of the United States and Europe, according to a 2003 report by the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program, or AMAP, a scientific consortium created by the eight Arctic nations, including the United States.

In far northern villages such as Qaanaaq, where the Kristiansens live, one of every six adults tested exceeds 200 parts per billion of mercury in the blood, a dose known to cause acute symptoms of mercury poisoning, according to a 2003 United Nations report.

PCBs and DDT, the so-called legacy chemicals banned three decades ago in most developed nations, peaked in the Arctic in the 1990s and since then have declined, although they remain at substantially higher levels in people there than elsewhere.

Other compounds are increasing, including mercury and brominated flame retardants called PBDEs.

Much of the mercury comes from coal-burning power plants, largely in Asia, while the United States is the major source of the flame retardants, used in plastics and polyurethane foam.

Sandwiched between Canada and Scandinavia, Greenland gets the brunt of the world's contaminants because it is in the path of winds from European and North American cities.

In the remote parts of Greenland, people eat marine mammals and seabirds 36 times a month on average, consuming about a pound of seal and whale each week. About one-third of their calories comes from traditional foods.

"We eat seal meat as you eat cow in your country," said Jonathan Motzfeldt, who was Greenland's premier for almost 30 years and is now its finance minister. "It's important for Greenlanders to have meat on the table."

Hunting equals survival
The Inuit say their native food strengthens their bodies, warming them from within like a fire glowing inside a lantern. When they eat anything else, instead of fire inside, they feel ice.

"We are living in a place that is very cold, and it's not by accident we eat what we do. We are not able to survive on other food," Lars Rasmussen, a 52-year-old hunter from Nuuk, the capital of Greenland, said through a translator.

"Hunting is so important to us, so fundamental, that we will not be able to survive without it."

Everything else, from tea to bread, must be imported. In remote villages, stores stock processed and canned food that is expensive, frequently stale and not very tasty or nutritious.

In Nunavut, across Baffin Bay from Greenland, store-bought food for a family of four would cost $240 per week, more than one-third of the average family income there, according to a report by Canada's Northern Contaminants Program.

Jose Kusugak, president of Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, the organization representing Canadian Inuit, said he can buy "lame lettuce" and "really old oranges" and "dried up apples" in Nunavut, or he can eat fresh and nutritious beluga, walrus, fish and caribou.

"There is really no alternative," he said.

Few alternatives
In some respects, the marine diet has made the Inuit among the world's healthiest people. Beluga whale meat has 10 times the iron of beef, twice the protein and five times the Vitamin A.

Omega 3 fatty acids in the seafood protect the Inuit from heart disease and diabetes. Seventy-year-old Inuit men have coronary arteries as elastic as those of 20-year-old Danes, said Dr. Gert Mulvad of the Primary Health Care Clinic in Nuuk.

Although heart disease has increased with the introduction of processed foods, especially among Greenlandic young people, it remains "more or less unknown," Mulvad said.

Government officials and doctors fear that Inuit will switch to imported processed foods loaded with carbohydrates and sugar, risking malnourishment, vitamin deficiencies, heart disease, diabetes and obesity.

"The level of contamination is very high in Greenland, but there's a lot of Western food that is worse than the poisons," Mulvad said.

Most Inuit have not altered their diet in response to the contamination, according to dietary surveys in Canada.

In Arctic cultures, people rely on the traditional knowledge of hunters and elders, and with no visible signs of pollution or people dying, many are skeptical that the chemicals exist. Some even suspect talk about chemicals is a ploy to strip them of their traditions.

"People say whale and seal are polluted, but they are still healthy foods to us," said Ujuunnguaq Heinrich, a minke whale and seal hunter in Nuuk.

Cultural dilemma
Anthropologists warn that efforts to alter Inuit diets can unwittingly cause irreversible cultural changes.

If hunting is discouraged, people quickly would lose their traditional knowledge about the environment and their hunting skills, as well as material items such as tools and clothing, said Robert Wheelersburg, an anthropologist at Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania who specializes in Arctic cultures.

Their art, their spirituality, their celebrations, their storytelling, even their language would suffer.

Wheelersburg said the most important damage would be to Inuit "values and attitudes."

"It's more than the food you are changing," Wheelersburg said. "It's the actual catching and hunting of it that really generates the cultural characteristics."

Even skipping one generation would impair hunting skills, he said, and "once they are lost, I don't see how you can regenerate them."

BBC

Mountain gorillas escape poachers 
By Robert Walker 
BBC, Rwanda 


A new census of gorilla populations in the national parks of three countries in Central Africa has shown a surprise increase in numbers. 
The survey suggests the number of mountain gorillas has risen by 17% since 1989, despite insecurity and the threat from poachers. 

In recent years there have been growing fears over their potential extinction. 

However wildlife experts say gorilla numbers in the area remain critical at only a few hundred. 

A remote range of volcanoes spanning the borders of Rwanda, Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo is home to one of the last surviving populations of mountain gorillas. 

[This] is great news for us and good news for the rest of the world. The few additional gorilla individuals add to the genetic pool of the species 
Fidel Ruzigandekwe 
Rwandan National Parks and Tourism Authority 

During a decade of conflict in the region, gorillas have become easy prey for armed poachers. 

To protect the remaining gorillas, national parks in the three countries launched an expensive programme of round-the-clock protection and results from a new census suggest this has now paid off. 

After weeks of tracking the gorillas through thick forests and deep ravines, conservationists found their number had increased by 17% since the last survey 15 years ago. 

But despite the encouraging results, the mountain gorillas are still critically endangered. The survey found only 380 of them. 

The gorillas have become a vital source of tourism revenue in Central Africa and wildlife experts say continued action will be needed to defend them from poachers. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

BBC

Farming 'killing Europe's birds' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


Modern farming in Europe has reduced the numbers of 24 common bird species by a third in a quarter of a century, a report by European ornithologists says. 
The authors include staff from the UK's Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and BirdLife International. 

They say the declines were steepest in countries in north-west Europe, in the regions of most intensive agriculture. 

They say the ten countries due to join the European Union on 1 May must learn from the example of its older members. 

Beyond the EU's borders 
The study on the population trends of wild birds, by the RSPB, BirdLife and the European Bird Census Council, is known as the the farmland bird indicator. 

It includes information for 24 common and widespread species of farmland bird from 11 present members of the EU, five which will join in May 2004, and Norway and Switzerland. 

The indicator shows that across Europe, from Spain to Poland (including the UK), the species' numbers, including skylarks, lapwings and yellowhammers, have crashed by a third since 1980, and says this is because of intensive farming. 

The RSPB says: "These declines have been severest in countries in north-west Europe. In the UK, for example, between 1970 and 1999, the skylark declined by 52%, the yellowhammer by 53% and the corn bunting by 88%." 

Eastern treasure 
BirdLife members are urging the European Commission and governments of both member and accession states to put the environment and wildlife at the heart of farming policy. 

The RSPB says 150 of the 453 birds regularly found in Europe rely on sustainable farming to survive. 

It says: "Birds at most immediate risk are those particularly vulnerable to intensive agriculture, such as the corncrake, the red-backed shrike and the great bustard. Currently, eastern European states have significant populations of these birds. 

If the new EU members do not act on this warning, BirdLife says, "there will be further massive declines or even extinctions of wildlife... especially in those areas as yet relatively untouched by the ravages of intensive farming". 

Graham Wynne, the RSPB's chief executive, said: "Governments of the newest members must learn the lessons from countries like the UK, where declines of farmland wildlife have seen once common species, like the tree sparrow and lapwing, disappear from many areas. 

Telltale map 
"They should use EU financial support to maintain farming systems which respect environmental limits and leave room for wildlife. 

"The decline of the corncrake has been one of the most obvious effects of the industrialization of farming across Europe. 

"Subsidies paid to farmers to maximize output have driven it out of much of the EU. This has been so marked you can pick out the outline of the Common Agricultural Policy imprinted on the distribution map of the bird." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

European Lawmakers Support Ban Bushmeat Petition 

STRASBOURG, France, January 16, 2004 (ENS) - A petition signed by 1.9 million people asking the European Parliament to conserve the great apes and other endangered species by discouraging the trade in bushmeat has met with a positive response. On Wednesday, parliament resolved to write an EU bushmeat strategy aimed at conserving biodiversity and protecting species threatened by the trade in wild animal foods. 

The petition is part of a campaign by the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) in association with the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW). They warn that the slaughter of wild animals for sale in urban areas threatens the existence of whole species, weakens food security for forest peoples, and poses a threat to human health from animal derived diseases. 

Parliament heeded the warning, saying that legal deterrents and penalties should be envisioned to put an end to this illegal trade for reasons of public health, public safety and protection of endangered species. 

The petition draws attention to the trade in bushmeat which is carried on mainly in Africa but is also on the increase in Asia and Latin America, affecting more and more animal species on a vast scale - 23,500 metric tons of bushmeat a year in the Malaysian state of Sarawak, up to 67,000 tons in Amazonia, and up to five million tons in the Congo basin. 

Highly endangered species, such as gorillas, bonobos and chimpanzees, make up only a small fraction of the trade, but they are slow breeders and cannot withstand even very low levels of hunting, say the petitioning organizations. 

Chimpanzees have recently been shown to share 99.4 percent of their genes with humans, but regardless, chimpanzee numbers are down from maybe two million a century ago to just 150,000 today, IFAW says. There may be as few as 50,000 bonobos pygmy chimpanzees left. 
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Villagers selling bushmeat at the roadside, Croos River State, Cameroon. (Photo © WWF-Canon/Sandra Mbanefo Obiago)
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) called this depletion of wildlife populations "worrying." 

Irish MEP, Proinsias De Rossa, who drafted the Petitions Committee Report and Resolution said that "this report has been drawn up in response to a petition which was signed by 1.9 million citizens of the European Union - a major demonstration of participative democracy." 

"The level of hunting of bushmeat, primarily in Africa, is seriously endangering the livelihoods of many communities who rely of wild animal meat as a key element of their diet," he said. 

The recent explosion in unsustainable hunting for the commercial bushmeat trade, fueled by the activities of the logging industry, is threatening the very existence of whole populations of endangered animals including the great apes and forest elephants, says IFAW. 

The explosion in logging, which is mainly conducted by European and Southeast Asian companies, IFAW says, has facilitated the growth of the bushmeat trade by opening up previously remote areas of forest, introducing thousands of hungry workers to game-rich areas, and providing transport for hunters on logging trucks to lucrative city markets. 

This trade threatens the food security of up to 150 million of the world's poorest people living in forest communities who depend on wild meat for food. 

Parliament's resolution seeks a ban on the European import of products of companies which allow their workers to hunt for bushmeat or use their transport facilities to transport poached bushmeat. 

It calls for particular emphasis on strengthening the capabilities of wildlife and nature conservation bodies, including restrictions on high powered rifles and the ammunition for such weapons. 

The illegal trade in bushmeat poses a real threat to human health, both in Africa and in Europe where large quantities of bushmeat are estimated to be illegally imported. Contact with wild meat results in an increased risk of diseases, such as HIV, monkey pox, and ebola that derive from animals. 

British MEP, John Corrie, who drafted the opinion for the EP Development Committee, emphasizes "the potential worldwide disaster from infectious diseases, such as ebola and new strains of HIV, by the illegal export of bushmeat." 

In 2002, French scientists reported that more than one-fifth of the monkey meat sold in the markets of Cameroon is infected with HIV's ancestor, simian immunodeficiency virus (SIV). The researchers found 21 types of SIV, four of them new to science. 

Wildlife trader in Maputo, Mozambique displays meat of a small antelope native to Africa known as a dik dik. (Photo by Simon Milledge courtesy TRAFFIC)
The bushmeat problem is caused by population growth, poverty, weak governance, an increase in illegal hunting and the emergence of distribution networks for bushmeat reaching into the Europe. 

Parliament's resolution stresses the need to involve all concerned in creating solutions, starting with local populations but also including governments and the private sector. 

Forestry management should enable endangered species to survive as part of action plans such as the Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade Proposal and take account of agreements such as the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and recommendations made by the nongovernmental organization Forests and the European Union Resource Network, the Parliament said. 

Good intentions must be backed by funding, the petition organizers say. Dr. Bryan Carroll, chairman of the EAZA Bushmeat Steering Committee, declared, "The Parliament has responded to the 1.9 million European voters who called for action to address the bushmeat crisis, but it is now for the European Commission to implement the will of the Parliament. We call upon the Parliament and the member states to ensure that funding is available to support actions called for under this resolution." 

In its resolution Parliament does respond to the need for funding, saying that 10 percent of funding available under the European Development Fund and the regulation on financial aid for Latin America and Asia should be used to curb the bushmeat trade. 

Parliament would direct additional funding to two programs - the Conservation and Rational Utilisation of Forest Ecosystems in Central Africa and the Alternatives to Poaching in Central Africa. 

MEPs call for financing mechanisms introduced by member states and the European Community to cause the least possible distortion of competition, the highest possible efficiency in the use of funds, and high contribution to long-term investment, as well as social and territorial cohesion. 

"It is essential to give absolute priority to the bushmeat issue and allocate considerably more financial support for biodiversity conservation, protected areas and national parks in the EU budget and in the European Development Fund," said Hemmo Muntingh, IFAW's senior policy adviser. "At this very moment in Africa, regionally, locally and nationally, species and populations of species are becoming extinct." 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
All Africa

Angola: First War, Now Peace, Ravages Wildlife 

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
NEWS
January 16, 2004 
Posted to the web January 16, 2004 
Luanda 
A large number of animals came close to extinction during the Angolan civil war. The once abundant wildlife is still under severe threat, poaching is common, laws are not enforced and there are just a few areas where the animals are secure. 

"Angola may lose all of its once rich biodiversity very soon if urgent action is not taken to preserve the protected areas and the endangered species. First, I was worried about the loss as a result of the war, and now as a result of the peace," Tamar Ron, UN Development Programme advisor to the Ministry of Urban Affairs and Environment, told IRIN. 

One of the few truly protected areas is a 10,400 hectare fenced area in the 1 million hectare Kissama natural reserve, south of the capital, Luanda. It is home to a number of animals imported from abroad, including elephants, giraffes, kudus and elands; it is the only area in the reserve where the animals can live without being hunted. 

"Kissama suffered from the worst type of poaching. At some stage you had poaching even by the military - we have records of animals being slaughtered from helicopters, with bazookas and tanks. All kinds of atrocities were committed on the animals. They would eat one out of 10 and kill the others for fun - that's more or less the only way you can wipe out entire herds of animals," said Pedro Vaz Pinto, conservation manager of the Kissama Foundation. 

The world's largest concentrations of eland, forest buffalo and roan antelope were virtually destroyed. Elephants and other animals in the rest of the park are still being hunted for meat and ivory, which is sold on the informal market. 

Not even marine creatures have been spared. Several types of endangered sea turtles live in the waters off the Angolan coast. For a few months every year, the females crawl onto the beaches and lay their eggs, but many do not get that far. 

"The turtles get caught in fishermen's nets and die. The ones that are still alive are not released but killed by the fishermen for meat," Michel Verissimo de Morais, senior lecturer in ecology at the Agostinho Neto University in Luanda, told IRIN. 

Praia da Onca, 55 km south of Luanda, is one of the few places where the turtles are reasonably safe because a landowner has fenced a 7 km area in front of the beach, which keeps poachers out. He aims to turn it into an eco-tourism site, but it is also a good spot for research. Morais goes there to study the turtles every week. 

"There are laws that protect the animals, but they are not enforced. The responsibility has been stuck between the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and the Ministry for Urban Affairs and Environment. That is like playing with animal conservation. The natural reserves are reserves on paper, nothing more," Morais said. 

He starts his weekly expedition around midnight, strolling along the beach with a lamp, checking every marked nest. This week he only had to walk a few hundred meters to spot the first one - an olive ridley turtle. She had just crawled onto the beach and was digging a hole with her back legs, shovelling up cascades of loose sand until it was 40 cm to 50 cm deep before laying her eggs. 

Morais measured her and found her shell was 63 cm long. The largest of the species who lay their eggs on the Angolan beaches, the leatherback, can be over 200 cm long, but 63 is a good length for an olive ridley. 

It took her around 10 minutes to lay between 80 and 100 eggs. Not all of them are fertilised - the ones on the top work as a cushion to secure the fertilised ones from pressure and predators. 

On Angolan beaches that does not always work. At several locations cars drive on the beach, crushing the eggs. Humans, birds, dogs, jackals, crabs and other animals are also likely to find the eggs and eat them. Only one out of all the turtles in a nest that is not destroyed or preyed on will manage to survive the natural hazards in the sea and reach maturity. 

There are over 100 nests in the 7 km strip. The turtles that come here are lucky - they are fairly safe and the environment is still in good condition. In other locations the ecosystem is falling apart. "People are taking sand from the beach to build houses and the pollution is also a problem," Morais said. 

Apart from toxic waste, pollution like plastic bags in the water can also cause problems. The turtles mistake them for jellyfish, which is their natural food, and die from choking. 

Morais says it is crucial to involve the local communities in improving the situation. "Many people have resettled along the coast after the war. They do not have the same respect for the turtles as the ones that always lived here. There are two completely new villages close to this beach. The people there collect turtles every single night. They sell the meat as 'bush meat' on the informal market, or eat it themselves. It is important that someone gives them another way of finding food, another type of agriculture." 

Ron at UNDP thinks highly of initiatives like the Praia da Onca landowner's one. The agency has been working with marine turtle projects for several years. Their main efforts have been surveys and awareness campaigns. 

UNDP has carried out programmes all along the Angolan coastline, including the oil-rich enclave of Cabinda. Pilot projects in Cabinda and Luanda will soon be initiated, aimed at fishing communities which will be given chickens to rear as an alternative to harvesting turtles and eggs. 

But it will take a long time before the poaching stops. Outside the protected stretch of the Praia da Onca, IRIN saw the evidence of the continued hunting - an empty turtle shell. Next week, on his next research expedition, Morias will almost certainly find another. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________Reuters

16 January 2004

Court Allows Sonar Whale Tests Despite Protest

SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) - A U.S. federal court judge allowed researchers on Friday to continue conducting sonar research that some environmental groups said would be damaging to whales. 
	
	 


The research by a private New Hampshire firm, Scientific Solutions, began a week ago to detect whales aimed at stopping them from colliding with ships or getting hurt from other human undersea activity. The tests, allowed under a permit from the National Marine Fisheries Service, are due to continue until the end of the month. 

U.S. District Court Judge Samuel Conti ruled with the firm which argued that sound environmental science favored the conduct of such high frequency research, designed to protect rather than disrupt whales. 

Attorney Lanny Sinkin, who represented environmental groups that opposed the tests, said the sonar could harm porpoises by leading them out of their feeding ranges and leave newborn whales disoriented and stranded. 

<wemcd@verizon.net> ________________________________________________________________________________
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General environment news

Mountain Gorilla Census Shows 17 Percent Increase Since 1989

Diane Fossey Gorilla Fund International (Atlanta, GA): Analysis of a census of the mountain gorillas of the Virunga mountains of Africa completed late last year has just shown that the current number of this critically endangered species stands at 380. This is a 17 percent increase since the last official census, which was carried out in 1989 (and showed 320 individuals). The staff of the Karisoke Research Center, a program of the Diane Fossey Gorilla Fund International (DFGFI), has had long-term responsibility for monitoring and protecting three groups of these gorillas, totaling 104 individuals.  "Given the decade-long political strife in the region, it is remarkable that the mountain gorilla population has nevertheless fared well, and even experienced some growth," says DFGFI chief scientist and vice president, Dieter Steklis, Ph.D. "This is strong testimony to the effectiveness of the dedicated, near round-the-clock, on-the-ground protection provided both by field staff of the Diane Fossey Gorilla Fund International and by governmental parks authorities." Steklis served as director of the Karisoke Research Center in the early 1990s. The Virunga mountain gorilla population inhabits the three adjacent national parks covering the Virunga Volcanoes range along the borders of the three countries: the Parc des Virungas in DRC, the Parc des Volcans in Rwanda, and Mgahinga Gorilla National Park in Uganda. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401160775.html
Angola: First War, Now Peace, Ravages Wildlife

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: A large number of animals came close to extinction during the Angolan civil war. The once abundant wildlife is still under severe threat, poaching is common, laws are not enforced and there are just a few areas where the animals are secure. "Angola may lose all of its once rich biodiversity very soon if urgent action is not taken to preserve the protected areas and the endangered species. First, I was worried about the loss as a result of the war, and now as a result of the peace," Tamar Ron, UN Development Programme advisor to the Ministry of Urban Affairs and Environment, told IRIN. One of the few truly protected areas is a 10,400 hectare fenced area in the 1 million- hectare Kissama natural reserve, south of the capital, Luanda. It is home to a number of animals imported from abroad, including elephants, giraffes, kudus and elands; it is the only area in the reserve where the animals can live without being hunted. “Kissama suffered from the worst type of poaching. At some stage you had poaching even by the military - we have records of animals being slaughtered from helicopters, with bazookas and tanks. All kinds of atrocities were committed on the animals. They would eat one out of 10 and kill the others for fun - that's more or less the only way you can wipe out entire herds of animals," said Pedro Vaz Pinto, conservation manager of the Kissama Foundation. The world's largest concentrations of eland, forest buffalo and roan antelope were virtually destroyed. Elephants and other animals in the rest of the park are still being hunted for meat and ivory, which is sold on the informal market. Not even marine creatures have been spared. Several types of endangered sea turtles live in the waters off the Angolan coast. For a few months every year, the females crawl onto the beaches and lay their eggs, but many do not get that far.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401160527.html
Kenyan province bans movement of forest products 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Administrators in Kenya's Rift-Valley province have slapped a two-month ban on the issuance permits for the movement of forest products in the area following reports of massive destruction of indigenous trees in government forests. Announcing the ban late Friday, Provincial Commissioner Wilfred Ndolo said that extensive investigations would be undertaken to catch the culprits. He also revealed plans to put in place elaborate security measures aimed at policing the forest. Twelve suspects have already been arrested and will appear in court soon. The administrator explained that after the government imposed a ban on logging activities last year, it allowed people who had harvested trees on their private land to dispose of them through issuance of movement permits. However, he added, some individuals used the same permits to illegally harvest produce from gazetted government forests and county council trust land. "Some of them are even selling the permits to timber merchants in Nakuru, Nairobi and Mombasa, while others are using a single permit for several trips by colluding with our Recently, the Kenyan ministry of environment, in an apparent move to protect the dwindling forest cover gave a quit notice to all individuals farming in gazetted forests. The move, according to Environment minister, Newton Kulundu, would enable government embark on a major afforestation programme meant to increase the country's forest cover from the present 2 per cent to around 10 percent within the next five years.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027979&dte=17/01/2004
ROAP Media Update – 19 January 2004

General Environment News

Mega to sign RI plan to implement Jo'burg Summit 
National News - January 17, 2004, Muninggar Sri Saraswati, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta - President Megawati Soekarnoputri is expected to sign on Wednesday next week the national commitment in compliance with the agreement made in the 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development.
 …"Indonesia must start to implement the sustainable development policy, otherwise, there will be no hope for the country," Masnellyarti told a press conference on Thursday. 
She said by signing the national declaration, Indonesia could eventually become a middle-income country, by showing improvement in the human development index, getting better marks on the corruption perception index, improving competitiveness and halving the level of pollution and environmental damage. 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/yesterdaydetail.asp?fileid=20040117.C03
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE

Save water drive launched

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) and the Abu Dhabi Water & Electricity Authority (ADWEA) have launched a Water and Energy Conservation Campaign, in coordination with the Emirates Media. 

The campaign, which aims at spreading public awareness about the importance of conservation of water and energy, includes a comprehensive media programme featuring TV, radio and print media messages.

The launch of the campaign was announced at a Press conference held at ERWDA on Monday. The conference was addressed by Majid Al Mansouri, ERWDA's Secretary General and Abdulla Al Ahbabi, Director of Business Support in ADWEA. 

Mr Mansouri said that the rapid development which took place in the UAE over the last few years had resulted in an improvement in the standard of living, hence an increase in public consumption of resources including water and electricity

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/january/theuae_january324.xml
Jordan

UN agencies meet to discuss Jordan's development 

The Jordan-based Heads of United Nations Agencies gathered for their annual retreat, opened by the UN resident coordinator, Christine McNab on Wednesday, according to a UN statement. 

Minister of Planning and International Cooperation Bassem Awadallah was represented by Hala Lattouf, the ministry's secretary general, who participated in a dialogue with the heads of UN agencies and highlighted basic elements for growth in the country's Socio-Economic Transformation Plan (SETP) 2004-2006. 

In spite of the country's achievements the country is still faced by many challenges, added Lattouf. The SETP 2004-2006 will focus on several areas: Development of human resources and basic government services, rural development and poverty alleviation and institutional and structural reform. 

Jordan hosts a total of 15 UN agencies, programmes and funds, a few of them having regional mandates. The United Nations System in Jordan is strongly involved in the areas of poverty and employment, social development, environment and water resources, regional development, information and communication technologies, and private sector development. 

These six developmental areas were identified through the Common Country Assessment (CCA) prepared by the UN system in cooperation with the government and other key national and international partners, the statement said. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews7.htm
Arbor Day marked with tree-planting ceremonies at Dead Sea, Aqaba 

“Towards a greener Jordan” is still the Ministry of Agriculture's motto as it celebrated another national Arbor Day on Thursday at the Dead Sea Panorama tourist centre. 

Parliamentarians, diplomats, church leaders, and scouts toiled at planting palm tree saplings on the hilly area overlooking the Dead Sea 

“We intend to plant around a thousand palm trees on the extent of 250 dunums, Director of the Forestry Department Suleiman Maaytah told The Jordan Times. 

He said palm trees are the only type of tree that would survive in this area because they are drought-resistant. 

Every year, the ministry chooses a theme for Arbor Day, this year tourism was the focus of the celebration. 

“Trees are a tourist attraction by themselves, so this year we are trying to highlight the influence of trees on this industry, “Maaytah said. 

HRH Prince Ali Ben Nayef deputised for His Majesty King Abdullah at the ceremony. 

Their Majesties King Abdullah and Queen Rania marked the day by planting Poinciana saplings in an Aqaba park, the Jordan News Agency, Petra reported. 

The King and Queen also inaugurated a project that aims to plant trees on 375,000 square metres of land by year 2010. 

The initiative takes into consideration water shortage in the region. 

The tradition of Arbor Day began in 1939 with a ceremony held at Jabal Al Qalaa. Since then it has been an annual national celebration, in which the Ministry of Agriculture chooses a different location for each year to plant various tree saplings. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews3.htm
Yemen

GAPE to make network for protecting natural protectorates

During two years ago, General Authority for Protecting Environment GAPE worked to widen in setting up the natural protectorates in framework of a plan to extend area of the protectorates according to conditions of the protection. 

The authority draws scientific studies on coast and wild areas before announcing them as protectorates like what happened with Bura mountain in Hodeidah governorate or two protectorates ( BalHaf-Bir Ali-Brom) and (Sharmah-Jothman) in Shabwa and Hadramout governorates which will be first two coast protectorates.

There are other areas such as Awtmah area in Dhamar governorate, Socatra in Hadramout, which are waiting their turn to be natural protectorates.

The authority plans to create series of protectorates which would play main role in protecting environment and verity of wild and coast.

http://www.yobserver.com/search/results2.php?id=2967&issue=103
First Conference on Environment and Law in Yemen

The Faculty of Law at the University of Aden is planning the first ever Conference on Environment and Law in Yemen. Supported by the Ministry of Water & Environment, the Environmental Protection Authority and the PERSGA Programme, this international conference will be held from February 22-23 in Aden.

The conference will provide a forum for key national, regional and international scientists and decision makers from different agencies to find solutions for the development, coordination and enforcement of the Environment Law in Yemen. 

Mohammed Shamsan, Director General in the Ministry of Water & Environment, said, “We welcome the conference as an important effort to enforce the existing legislation and to improve inter-agency coordination. Therefore, the conference will offer training for judges, the military, the coast guard and other relevant authorities.”

Environment crimes such as pollution, degradation and destruction of vital natural resources represent major threats to the sustainable development of the country.

http://www.yobserver.com/search/results2.php?id=2970&issue=103

Oman
Oman, Turkey sign series of deals

Oman and Turkey have signed a series of agreements to promote cooperation in the fields of environment protection, road transport, trade, economy, science and culture. 

They were concluded during a three-day meeting of the Oman-Turkey Joint Committee which ended here on Tuesday with Mohammed bin Nasser Al Khusaibi, Secretary-General of the Ministry of National Economy, heading the Omani side and Professor Basheer Atalay, Turkish Minister of State, the Turkish delegation

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2004/january/middleeast_january274.xml
Marine Environment Festival

 Under the patronage of H.E. Sheikh Abdel Aziz Bin Mattar, the Minister of the Civil Services, a Marine Environmental Festival was organized, with the attendance of the Mayor of Masandam, the  Director General of Environmental Affairs, and others. The Municipal Committee adopted the suggestions presented by the speakers regarding the importance of protecting the environment, wildlife and coral reef.

http://www.alwatan.com/dailyhtml/local.html#8
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan set to meet with Iraqi, coalition officials on UN’s future role

*
UN calls on Israelis, Palestinians to take parallel steps in peace process

*
Annan meets with his special regional envoys in the war on AIDS

*
UN set to begin relocating vulnerable Sudanese refugees in Chad

*
Annan urges world leaders to re-focus on threats such as poverty and hunger

*
UN refugee agency set to start voluntary Rwandan repatriation programme 

* * * *
Iraq

16 January – Secretary-General Kofi Annan is set to meet on Monday in New York with officials from Iraq and the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) for talks on the future role of the United Nations in the country.

Mr. Annan first proposed the three-way talks last month when he said that he hoped the parties could “sit to clarify what assistance and what role the UN can play and what they expect of us.”

“It has to be a three-way conversation and clarification” among the Governing Council, the CPA and the UN, he said then. “Once we have that, I will make a judgment whether we can take on that role and if so, how and where and under what circumstances.”

The programme on 19 January at UN Headquarters is slated to begin at 9 a.m., when the Secretary-General is to meet the Governing Council delegation – led by Adnan Pachachi, its President for January – in his office before receiving the CPA group a half-hour later.

The talks will then begin at 10 a.m., and the Secretary-General is expected to hold a press conference afterwards to summarize the discussions.

The Security Council has scheduled its own meeting with Mr. Annan and the Iraqi delegation at 5 p.m.

Asked today how the Secretary-General viewed the relationship among the three parties, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said the fact that the three sides would sit down together is “an encouraging sign that we’re beginning to work more inclusively.”

He added that it was not going to be easy to achieve the scheduled transfer of sovereignty by 30 June, but all sides wanted to see that goal reached. “This is the beginning of what we hope will become a fruitful dialogue on how best to achieve that objective that we all agree on,” he said.

* * *

Middle East

16 January – The Middle East peace process has been stalemated because the two sides, lacking “the will to take risks for peace,” are making sequential moves instead of parallel ones, a senior United Nations official told the Security Council today.

“The peace process will resume only when both parties recognize that their mutual concerns must be addressed through parallel steps – and not in a sequential order, littered with pre-conditions,” Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast said in a monthly update of Middle East developments.

If the Road Map for Middle East peace presented by the Quartet – the United Nations, the United States, the Russian Federation and the European Union – was to succeed, he said, a basic requirement was that both sides acknowledge and address each other’s core concerns.

The Government of Israel’s most basic concern was the security of its State and people, he said, while the Palestinians’ most basic concerns were territory and viability.

Despite initial contacts between the new Palestinian government and the Government of Israel, both parties have continued to ignore each other’s core concerns. “Be it on terror or on territory, they have fallen short of carrying out their preliminary, phase one commitments under the Quartet’s Road Map,” he said.

The Palestinian Authority took no tangible measures during the last month to establish control over the groups using violence and terror and failed to consolidate its security apparatus under the single authority of an empowered Interior Minister, he said. This made it difficult for the Palestinian Authority to claim credit for the recent drop in Palestinian violence.

“In fact, the Government of Israel perceives the decline in violence as being the result of its military and security measures,” he said.

Meanwhile, Israel had not fulfilled its core commitment to remove all settlements erected since March 2001 and, as security improved, to implement a complete settlement freeze.

“Quite the opposite has happened,” Mr. Prendergast said. “Settlement outposts have increased and the Government of Israel is proceeding with the construction of the West Bank barrier.”

The Palestinian Authority says Palestinian extremists are strengthened by Israeli actions like settlement expansion, barrier construction, tight closures, house demolitions and extra-judicial killings. Israel says it has continued these measures because it sees no genuine Palestinian action on security and terrorism, he said.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

16 January – Seeking to draw up a global balance sheet of the United Nations battle against HIV/AIDS, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today held his first annual consultations with his special envoys dealing with the pandemic on a regional basis as well as with Peter Piot, Executive Director of the joint UN programme on the disease (UNAIDS).

Mr. Annan saw the meeting as an opportunity for the four envoys – who deal with AIDS in Latin America and the Caribbean, Eastern Europe, Asia and the Pacific, and Africa – to assess the situation in their respective regions, including the performance of the UN and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, a UN spokesman said. 

The Secretary-General told the envoys at the closed-door meeting that AIDS is a priority issue for the UN system, and for him personally, and stressed the envoys’ value in reaching out to countries as they respond to the AIDS epidemic.

The meeting came a day after Mr. Annan hosted a summit of executives from the worldwide media at UN Headquarters in New York, where the media leaders made major commitments towards expanding public knowledge and understanding about HIV/AIDS.

The envoys at today’s meetings were George Alleyne for Latin America and the Caribbean; Lars Kellings for Eastern Europe; Stephen Lewis for Africa; and Nafis Sadik for Asia and the Pacific.

* * *

Sudan/Chad

16 January – The United Nations refugee agency is set to begin relocating tens of thousands of Sudanese who have fled the country’s war-torn Darfur region and now live in makeshift camps scattered along the insecure border with Chad, where they have been victims of periodic incursions by Sudanese militia.

Led by vehicles from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 200 people will be transported tomorrow in five trucks and a bus on the three-hour journey to a new camp in Farchana, eastern Chad, 55 kilometres from the border. A second convoy of 200 people is set for Monday and similar transfers will be organized every other day for the next two weeks.

Some 95,000 Sudanese have fled across the border to Chad since last March – 30,000 in December alone, fleeing the three Darfur provinces in western Sudan as civil war between the Sudanese Government and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) continues to rage there. They have been living scattered along a 600-kilometre stretch of remote borderland in dozens of makeshift camps where they are still vulnerable to periodic incursions by militia from Sudan.

The Farchana camp can hold 9,000 to 12,000 refugees and children will soon be able to start attending school there. On arrival, the refugees will be given food, such as sorghum, corn meal and oil, provided by the UN World Food Programme (WFP), while UNHCR will provide blankets, mattresses, jerry cans, kitchen sets, soap and hygiene items.

The refugees’ livestock will be transferred separately, with one member of each family accompanying the cattle on the journey, which should take three days by foot.

* * *

Group of 77

16 January – The world’s leaders must re-focus their energies on such threats as extreme poverty, hunger, endemic diseases and environmental degradation after a year in which they were distracted by other threats, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

Mr. Annan told a handover ceremony in New York for chairmanship of the so-called Group of 77 developing nations there were many promising signs that 2004 would be a positive year.

Qatar takes over from Morocco as chairman of the group, now a coalition of 135 countries, whose aim is to promote the developing world’s collective economic interests and give it a stronger voice in international forums.

“I hope it is an auspicious sign that Qatar will be guiding the G-77 in the year when we hope to push forward the Doha ‘development round’ of trade negotiations,’ he said.

The Secretary-General observed that if the world is to achieve the Millennium Development Goals – such as halving extreme poverty – by their target date of 2015, then “we must move quickly to give developing nations free and fair access to global markets and to spare them from subsidized competition. Rich countries must recognize that it is in their self-interest to open up trade on fair terms.”

He said the global economy is showing signs of improvement after the recent slowdown, pointing to a UN report that forecasts a global growth rate of 3.5 per cent this year.

Mr. Annan added that particular attention should be given to the world’s most vulnerable countries, such as small island developing states and many nations in Africa.

The Secretary-General paid tribute to Morocco’s leadership in 2003, which he said was a year “marked above all by the war in Iraq and the tragic events related to it – including the attack on the UN in Baghdad.”

He noted: “The events of 2003 distracted the world’s leaders from dealing with other threats which, to most people, are equally immediate and real.”

* * * 

Rwanda

16 January – The United Nations refugee organization is set to launch on Monday the first phase of a repatriation programme for Rwandans from Uganda as part of a much wider effort in several African nations to help tens of thousands of remaining Rwandan refugees return to their homeland, torn by ethnic violence a decade ago.

The five-truck convoy is expected to repatriate a first group of 200 refugees out of 1,165 Rwandan refugees who have registered with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for help in returning to their central African country.

The operation is being organized by UNHCR and the Governments of Uganda and Rwanda to assist the voluntary repatriation of some 23,000 Rwandans in Uganda as part of the wider effort to bring Rwandans home from other countries with which the agency has signed similar agreements, including Burundi, the Central African Republic, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, the Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

In mid-2003, there were an estimated 60,000 Rwandan refugees scattered throughout these countries.

Monday’s returnees will be transported to a transit facility where they will receive a reintegration package consisting of basic kitchen utensils, plastic sheeting for shelter, blankets, jerry cans and soap. UNHCR trucks will transport some to their home areas or to the nearest location, while others will receive transport assistance via commercial vehicles.

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Iraq Meetings
As you know, the Secretary-General will be meeting on Monday with delegations from the Iraqi Governing Council and the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA).

The schedule, as it stands now, is as follows:

At 9 a.m., the Secretary-General will meet the Governing Council delegation on the 38th floor for a courtesy call.  He will do the same with the CPA delegation at 9:30 a.m.  There will be a photo opportunity for both of thee events.

At 10 a.m., the three-way meeting will get under way in Conference Room 8, in the basement.  There will also be a photo opportunity at the start of this meeting.

We then expect the Secretary-General to hold a press conference across the hall in Conference Room 4 after the meeting, some time after 11:30 a.m., to give a chairman’s summary of the discussions.  Accordingly, there will be no noon briefing here on Monday.

At this point, we do not have any information concerning press briefings by either the CPA or the Governing Council delegations.

Over the past few weeks, there had been indications that the Governing Council would be represented by the troika, meaning the current, past and future presidents, which rotate monthly.

It now looks like that the delegation that will be coming will be larger, and will not follow the "troika" system.

**Security Council
The past month has brought little or nothing by way of substantive move towards peace, according to Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast, who updated the Security Council today during one of its periodic briefings on the situation in the Middle East.

He went on to call the situation tragic.  But it is also frustrating, he told Council members, because the solution is evident.  For peace to succeed between Israelis and Palestinians, both parties must show courage and address each others’ concerns through parallel steps, as called for in the Road Map.

He noted that the Palestinian Authority had taken no tangible action to establish control over the various groups using terror and violence and to empower an interior minister to oversee the security services, as called for in the Road Map.

While the Government of Israel has repeatedly stated its commitment to the Road Map, those statements have not been matched by action.  In fact, Prendergast said, settlement outposts have increased, and the construction of the barrier has continued.

While the situation on the ground may be discouraging, Prendergast said, the international community must maintain its involvement in the peace process.  He said collective efforts to persuade the parties to move towards a comprehensive peace must be revived.

Following Prendergast’s briefing, the Council moved into closed consultations, also on the Middle East.

**SC Resolution on Democratic Republic of Congo
Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, welcoming efforts to set up an integrated army brigade in Kisangani.

The new resolution notes that a previous resolution adopted in 2000, which demanded the demilitarization of Kisangani, will no longer apply to the restructured forces which are to become the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s national army and which are considered a key element for the success of the peace process.

**AIDS
The Secretary-General right now is holding his first annual consultations with all his special envoys dealing with HIV/AIDS, as well as with Peter Piot, the Executive Director of UNAIDS.

The Secretary-General intends for this meeting to provide an opportunity for the four special envoys -– who deal with AIDS in Latin America and the Caribbean, Eastern Europe, Asia and the Pacific and Africa -– to assess the situation in their respective regions, including the performance of the UN and the Global Fund.

The Secretary-General is to tell the envoys at the closed-door meeting that AIDS is a priority issue for the UN system, and for him personally, and he will stress the envoys’ value in reaching out to countries as they respond to the AIDS epidemic.  The envoys at today’s meetings are George Alleyne, for Latin America and the Caribbean; Lars Kellings for Eastern Europe; Stephen Lewis for Africa; and Nafis Sadik for Asia and the Pacific.

**Secretary-General – Group of 77
The Secretary-General this morning congratulated Qatar as it took over from Morocco as the chairman of the Group of 77 bloc of developing nations, and praised Morocco for presiding over the Group during an extraordinarily difficult year.

Speaking this morning at the handover ceremony, he said that the events of 2003 distracted the world’s leaders from other important threats, including extreme poverty and hunger, unsafe drinking water, environmental degradation and disease.

He said 2004 should “a year of kept promises, and of restored hope”.  The Secretary-General said he hoped that the Doha “development round” of trade negotiations can be pushed forward this year, and also urged nations to mobilize for a comprehensive review next year of the Millennium Declaration.  We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

**Monday’s Meeting
The Foreign Ministers of Gabon and Equatorial Guinea are meeting at UN Headquarters on Monday, the 19th, together with a UN mediator to discuss the territorial dispute between the two countries.

Attending the three-way, all-day meeting are Gabon’s Foreign Minister Jean Ping, Equatorial Guinea Foreign Minister Pastor Micha Ondo Bile, and UN mediator Yves Fortier, a former Canadian Permanent Representative to the United Nations.

**Refugees from Ethiopia
The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, reports that a team sent to southern Sudan have seen people crossing the border from western Ethiopia, most of them young males.

Residents say some 100-200 people are arriving daily.

The team had travelled to the town of Pochalla in southern Sudan to investigate reports that thousands of people were fleeing across the border to escape violence in western Ethiopia.

You can read more about this in the briefing notes from the UN refugee agency in Geneva.

**Press Conference This Afternoon
We have one more press conference today.  It will be at 5 p.m.  The French Minister of Defence, Madame Michele Alliot-Marie, will be here to talk to you right after her meeting with the Secretary-General.

**The Week Ahead at United Nations
And we have the Week Ahead to help you plan your work here next week.

That’s all I have.  Yes, Warren?

**Questions and Answers

Question:   Fred, I just have two or three small questions about that schedule that you began with. 

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:   The three-way meeting presumably begins after 9:30, 9:45, is that the plan?

Spokesman:  I said that there will be two courtesy calls at 9:00 and 9:30 and then the three-way meeting will begin at 10:00 downstairs.  The two courtesy calls will be upstairs in the Secretary-General’s Office.

Question:   Just so I understand, the three-way meeting, that is CPA, Governing Council and the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General, yes.

Question:   Is anybody from the Security Council in that meeting?

Spokesman:  No.  This is the Secretary-General’s meeting.  He extended the invitation and the meeting with the Security Council members will take place at 5:00 o’clock, as the President of the Council announced.  And in between those two, there will be the monthly luncheon between the Secretary-General and the Security Council members.

Question:   To which the visitors will be invited, or do we know that?

Spokesman:  The Council President said that that would not be the case.  That rather they would meet together, the Council and the two parties, later in the day at 5:00 o’clock.

Question:   Just one final thing:  The 11:30 press conference is the Secretary-General’s?

Spokesman:  We said he may do that.  He hasn’t yet committed to that.  But as Chairman, he is considering giving a Chairman’s summary of the 10:30 meeting and that would be done most likely in a conference room in the same area where the meeting takes place.  Lee?

Question:   Will there be any additional security on Monday that we would have to come through?

Spokesman:  I have not heard from UN Security that there would be anything that would affect your normal routine.  It might be safe though if we double check with them and let you know if there will be any changes.  Mohamed?  [There is no change that will affect journalists, he later said.]

Question:   Fred, have you heard any American officials requesting -- or better to say emphasizing -- an appropriate level of US representative in the three parties talks, or did the United States choose Mr. Bremer on its own?

Spokesman:  I can’t really get into that, Mohamed, except to repeat what I said yesterday that the Secretary-General is pleased at the level of representation.  That with Mr. Bremer here, I think it is the optimal situation as far as he is concerned.  So, he is happy it turned out this way.  But I wouldn’t say whether anyone twisted anyone’s arm.  Yes, Debbie?

Question:   Fred, do we expect to see an afternoon session after the Secretary-General’s lunch with the Security Council, or is he going to go back ...?

Spokesman:  Right now, there is nothing planned.  I think I said earlier that we don’t want to limit their flexibility should they feel there is something important that they would need to resume discussing in the afternoon.  But as of now, it’s not the case.  Mark?

Question:   Fred, the Ahtisaari report (inaudible) ... is the SG satisfied that any request for a UN role in Iraq now is legitimate and ... (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  He has been saying for some time that for the UN to assume any role in Iraq, he would want a united governing council and the support of all elements, really, of Iraqi society.  So, he kind of wants universal support from the Council, universal support from Iraqis and probably the support of the neighbours, as well.  So, before he goes back in, he wants everyone comfortable with the role that the UN would play.

Question:   To follow up on that then:  Does the SG think that the delegation that’s coming should be representative ... (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  With the gradual broadening of the number of people coming from the Council, I think the representation gets more inclusive by the day.  I don’t know whether we have a final and an official list; but it’s a relatively large number now of members who plan to come to New York.  But it’s not for us to pick their delegation.  They pick their delegation.

Question:   Fred, just to clarify:  So, you’re saying then that basically all the neighbours must also be in agreement about the UN going back or must be in agreement about the role ...?

Spokesman:  Whether to go back or not is primarily a security assessment taken in connection with an assessment of the significance of the role that we’re being asked to play.  We’ve said that over and over again.  But we’ve also said that we want, as far as the role that we might play -- we want strong and broad Iraqi support for that -- support from the neighbours and support from the Council --  broad support.  Yes?

Question:   As far as you know, is Mr. Bremer going to alone represent the coalition here?  Will he head a delegation?  If so, will there be members of the Bush Administration who are not CPA people coming along?

Spokesman:  Ask across the street.  Please ask the US Mission. I can’t answer for them.

Question:   As far as you know?

Spokesman:  I understand there will be a delegation.  Mr. Bremer will be attending.  I assume he will be the head of the delegation.  I don’t know that to be a fact.  But please check with the Americans.

Question:   Sir Jeremy Greenstock also is coming, isn’t he?

Spokesman:  Check with the Brits.  It is our understanding that Sir Jeremy Greenstock will be there, as well.  But double-check with the Brits.  Debbie?

Question:   Do you have a ballpark figure on the size of the Iraqi delegation?

Spokesman:  Half a dozen or more.  Serge?

Question:   Is the Minister of Defence of France here at her own request or at the request of the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  She is in the United States for meetings, I understand.  I believe she is in Washington today.  And I believe she asked to see the Secretary-General while she is on this side of the Atlantic.  Double-check with the French on that.  But that’s my understanding.  Yes?

Question:   The Secretary-General will obviously be the host at Monday’s meeting.

Spokesman:  That’s right.

Question:   How does he view the relationship among the three parties that will be participating?

Spokesman:  The fact that the three sides –- if I can describe them that way -– are sitting down together, I think is an encouraging sign that we’re beginning to work more inclusively.  The international community, represented in effect by the Secretary-General, the Iraqis represented by the Governing Council, the coalition by the CPA.  It’s not going to be easy to achieve the objective of the transfer of sovereignty by the 30th of June.  But I think we all want to see that objective reached, and we want to work together to see that it is reached within the deadline, if at all possible.  So, this is the beginning of what we hope will become a fruitful dialogue on how best to achieve that objective that we all agree on.  Yes?

Question:   Fred, on that.  Raising the possibility that the deadline isn’t met; what is the Secretary-General’s ... (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  We never speculate about worst-case scenarios.  We have the objective.  The coalition and the Iraqis have agreed on a plan to reach this objective by the 30th of June.  The Secretary-General personally recommended that an early date for the transfer of sovereignty be set.  So, he is pleased that they are moving towards this objective and he wants to help them in any way he can.

Thank you very much.

· *** *
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