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The Hindu
July 18, 2004

Minister's statement goes contrary to health reports
BODY:
Contrary to the World Health Organisation's confirmed view that dental amalgam is the greatest source of mercury vapour in the non-industrially exposed population significantly exceeding that from food or air, the Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Panabaka Lakshmi, has said there is no data to substantiate the side-effects of silver fillings in the tooth which is a blend of silver and mercury.

This statement, according to members of the team from a non-government organisation, Toxics Link, which has been working on the issue, goes contrary to the report "Lurking Menace: Mercury In the Health Care Sector'', which highlighted the harmful effects of mercury and dental amalgam based on several research studies.

"The Minister informed the Lok Sabha on July 7, 2004, that the mercury used in amalgams does not pose a health risk except in rare instances. Numerous studies have, however, linked brain damage in babies to mercury poisoning of their mothers as a result of eating contaminated fish. Most people are primarily exposed to methyl mercury through eating contaminated fish. However, additional mercury exposures can occur through dental amalgams and certain occupational activities,'' said Ratna Singh of Toxics Link. 

The United Nations Environment Programme's Global Mercury Assessment report unequivocally stated that "mercury is a substance that can be transported in the atmosphere and in the oceans around the globe, travelling hundreds and thousands of miles from where it is emitted. It has long been recognised as a health hazardous substance''.

Findings from the global study of mercury have recognised dental amalgams among the important sources of mercury releases.

"The report was presented to all environment ministers from across the world. It is high time our Ministry of Health and Ministry of Environment ceased to exist in isolation as islands. Mercury and its even more hazardous compounds, such as methyl mercury, are highly toxic and can build up the bodies of wildlife and humans. Effects on the brain can include irritability, tremors, and disturbances to vision, memory loss, impaired coordination and other adverse effects. Foetuses, the newborn and young children are particularly vulnerable because of the sensitivity of the developing nervous system,'' explained Toxics Link members.

They also claimed that studies have demonstrated unequivocally that mercury vapour was continuously released from amalgam fillings in measurable quantities.

These studies have shown that the mercury migrates throughout the body. A study of 180 dentists found that the dentists had up to four times the normal levels of mercury in their urine and nails and had more kidney disorders and memory lapses than the general public.

The Toxics Link report revealed that Delhi is estimated to be generating approximately 51 kg of mercury from amalgam each year, which is indiscriminately thrown in the general bin or drained into the sewers.

However, in India the regulation and safeguards for handling mercury are virtually non-existent. Mercury pollution compromises the most basic human rights of life, work in safe environments and right to clean food and water.

At present there are no regulations regarding this waste disposal; it eventually finds its way in the municipal bin.
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La Bolsa.com

El PNUMA lanza una alianza global de inversores para crear una guía de buenas prácticas que sea efectiva en 2005.

MADRID, 15 (EUROPA PRESS)
16 de julio de 2004, 18:37 
En un esfuerzo por salvaguardar el futuro ecológico del planeta, el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) acaba de lanzar una nueva iniciativa de inversión responsable destinada a colaborar con los mejores y más importantes inversores institucionales para desarrollar un conjunto de principios que se reconozcan globalmente y que deberán estar listos en septiembre de 2005.

Según informa la ONU, estos principios "protegerán tanto el planeta como los valores y las inversiones a largo plazo de los accionistas", a través de la integración de los intereses medioambientales, los intereses de los Gobiernos en sus inversión y las consideraciones de los mercados del capital y las bolsas.

"Ahora es el momento adecuado para desarrollar estos principios que guíen las mejores prácticas y las decisiones e inversiones responsables en el ámbito universal", señaló el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer.

"El cortoplacismo que es inherente a nuestros mercados se convierte en un desafío crítico cuando se refiere al Medio Ambiente y a la sostenibilidad", señaló Toepfer, explicando que los directores de estrategia, que generalmente no consideran relevantes ni el Medio Ambiente y ni los asuntos sociales, "podrían jugar un papel clave".

Este anuncio del PNUMA tiene lugar tras la reunión con más de 40 inversores y directores de fondos el pasado mes de junio en París, donde los participantes propusieron, precisamente, una alianza global para elaborar una guía de buenas prácticas para la inversión responsable.

Esta iniciativa es el resultado de catorce meses de estudios e investigaciones del PNUMA sobre la relación entre financias y Medio Ambiente. Ahora, la agencia de la ONU convocará un grupo de trabajo formado por inversores para un proceso de formación en el que se desarrollarán estos principios.

Esta iniciativa se enmarca en el Pacto Mundial de Naciones Unidas, que establece diez principios de comportamiento responsable para las empresas.
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENN

Children to Take Centre Stage at Tunza Conference on Environment in New London, Connecticut - 19-23 July 2004



From UN Environment Programme
Friday, July 16, 2004

NEW LONDON/NAIROBI, 16 July 2004 - Up to 500 participants (10-13 years old) from more than 40 countries are expected in New London, Connecticut from 19 to 23 July 2004 to attend UNEP's Fifth Tunza International Children's Conference on the Environment.

The four main themes slated for discussion are: endangered species; indigenous peoples and their healing ways; oceans, rivers and waterways; and resource conservation. Hosted by the International Coalition for Children and the Environment (ICCE), the Conference will provide an opportunity for the children to learn more about the environment and to voice their concerns. The Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation is the founding sponsor for the event. The main venue will be Connecticut College in New London.

The children will be accompanied by chaperones. In their schools or communities they are members of environmental clubs and must have been involved in environmental projects. Each participant was required to provide a short write-up of his/her project as part of the eligibility requirements. The best environmental projects relating to the themes of the Conference have been selected for presentation to delegates during the event.

The Conference aims to increase children's understanding of environmental issues and of the most up-to-date technology. It provides an opportunity to build new and lasting friendships between children from different countries. A number of workshops, field trips and entertainment activities have been incorporated into the programme. A separate agenda has been prepared for the chaperones.

The Conference will climax with a list of environmental challenges to world leaders and the United Nations. The children will also develop personal commitments which they will pursue when they return home.

Facilitators at the five-day meeting will be renowned environmentalists who will share their experiences and aspirations with the delegates. On 20 July 2004, UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer will hold an informal discussion with the children and their chaperones.


Note: The 22nd session of UNEP's Governing Council, held in Nairobi in February 2003 unanimously endorsed a long-term strategy on the engagement and involvement of young people in environmental issues. The strategy is implemented under an overall concept entitled "Tunza" (Tunza in the Kiswahili language of Kenya means to treat with care or affection) and outlines activities to be undertaken by UNEP both at the global and regional levels to increase the active participation of young people in environmental issues.

The International Children's Conference on the Environment is one of those activities envisaged in the strategy. It has been held since 1995 for children between the ages of 10 and 13 and has showcased a number of innovative environmental activities by children in various parts of the world. The New London Conference is the first to be held since the adoption of the UNEP Tunza strategy and the first to be held in the United States.


For more information, please contact: Barbara Morgan, ICCE Executive Director, in New London, on Tel: +1-860-437-0757, e-mail: bmorgan@icc04.org; or Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, in Nairobi, on Tel: +254-20-623292, Mobile: +254-733-682656, e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org; or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, on Tel: +254-20-623084, Mobile: +254-733-632755, e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org; or Theodore Oben, Head of UNEP's Children &Youth/Sport & the Environment Unit, on Tel: +254-20-623262, e-mail: theodore.oben@unep.org


Please also visit the Conference website at www.icc04.org

For more information on UNEP activities related to children and youth, please visit www.unep.org




For more information, contact:

Jim Sniffen
Information Officer
UN Environment Programme
2 UN Plaza
Room 803
New York, NY 10017
info@nyo.unep.org
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Press Trust of India

July 17, 2004 Saturday

HEADLINE: Indian Foreign Secretary arrives in Pak to attend SAARC meet

DATELINE: Islamabad, July 17

BODY:
India'a Foreign Secretary Shashank arrived in Pakistan on Saturday to take part in a two-day meeting of SAARC Foreign Secretaries beginning here on Sunday, which will finalise agenda for the ministerial conference to be attended by Indian External Affairs Minister K Natwar Singh from July 20.

Shashank was received by the Pakistani protocol officials and Deputy High Commissioner in the Indian High Commission, T C A Raghavan, when he arrived in Lahore by Pakistan Airlines flight from New Delhi. He later flew to Islamabad to attend the Standing Committee meeting of the SAARC Foreign Secretaries from Sunday. 

Shashank will also be involved in finalising agenda for Singh's bilateral meetings with Pakistani leaders, including President Pervez Musharraf and his Pakistani counterpart Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri and other officials on the sidelines of the SAARC meetings.

Singh will arrive here on July 19 on his maiden visit to Islamabad after the Congress-led UPA government assumed office. He would stay in the Pakistani capital for five days during which he would have intense round of talks with the leadership here as well as with the fellow SAARC Ministers.

Significantly, Singh, who worked as the Indian Ambassador here in 1980s, is scheduled to meet Musharraf twice -- first along with SAARC Foreign Ministers on July 20 and later separately to discuss the progress in Indo-Pak peace process.

Ahead of Suhday's Foreign Secretaries' meeting, senior officials from SAARC countries completed their two-day talks on Saturday and prepared a broad agenda and reports for the consideration of the Standing Committee.

The Programming Committee discussed the recommendations of the technical committees on Human Resources Development, Science and Technology, environment, forestry, rural development, people-to-people contacts and promotion of South Asian identity, and finalised a broad report for the Standing Committee, Pakistan Foreign Office Spokesman Masood Khan said.

Additional Secretary of Policy and Planning in the External Affairs Ministry Surya Kanti Thripathi and Joint Secretary of SAARC V Ashok represented India at the Programming Committee meeting.

Khan said the Foreign Secretaries' meeting, to be presided over by Pakistan Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokhar, will discuss steps initiated by the member countries on the implementation of the framework agreement on the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) approved by the 12th SAARC summit here in January.

They will also discuss investment possibilities under SAFTA, standards, quality control and measurements and cooperation in the fields of customs, transport and statistics and review progress in SAARC's interaction with other regional and international organisations like ADB, World Bank, UNDP, UNICEF, UNEP and ASEAN. They will also review progress in obtaining observor status for SAARC within the UN, he said.

Besides focussing their talks on the implementation of SAFTA, the SAARC Foreign Ministers will discuss poverty alleviation, improving environment and step-up cooperation in the fields of communications and energy, he said.

Shortly after his arrival in Islamabad, Shashank said, "We will carry forward the decisions taken at the SAARC summit here in January. The Foreign Secretaries will take stock of the progress on SAFTA, Social Charter and other issues."

He said several SAARC working groups had met in the last four months to discuss a host of issues.

A proposal by Bangladesh relating to the Additional Protocol on Terrorism was also likely to be discussed at the meeting, the Foreign Secretary said. Under the Additional Protocol, SAARC countries have committed to stop financing of terrorist organisations.

Pakistan High Commissioner to India, Aziz Ahmed Khan, also flew in along with Shashank.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________Bahrain Tribune

No let-up as floods batter South Asia; death toll 400
DHAKA/GUWAHATI: Monsoon floods continued to wreak havoc across India, Bangladesh and Nepal, submerging more villages while pushing the death toll higher with possibly three more months of annual rains to go, officials said yesterday.
About 400 people in South Asia have died since the monsoon started in June, with new deaths reported in Bangladesh and Nepal yesterday, according to official tallies and news reports. Last year, monsoon flooding in the region killed 1,500 people from mid-June to mid-October.
In Bangladesh, 15 people – including eight children – drowned in flood waters on Thursday, raising the death toll there to 83, the Sangbad and Bangladesh Observer dailies reported.
About 15,000 people fled for higher ground after the Padma River burst through an embankment on Thursday in western Bangladesh, inundating 15 villages, relief officials said.
The Jamuna River surged through another mud embankment in the northern region, meanwhile, swamping 16 villages and leaving about 15,000 people stranded, the officials said.
Floods caused by heavy rains have engulfed nearly half of Bangladesh, leaving more than 5 million people marooned in their houses, or huddled on embankments or in boats.
In India, 235 people have perished in landslides, building collapses, or from waterborne disease. Many others have drowned or been electrocuted since the monsoon began. No new deaths were reported in India yesterday, although weather officials predicted heavy rains in Bihar, Assam and other eastern states, where most flood-related deaths have occurred.
In Nepal, fresh rainfall was making it difficult for rescuers to reach areas hit by landslides and flooding, as the Himalayan kingdom’s death toll increased to 77 yesterday, officials said.
Rescue helicopters with food, medicine and tents were grounded by deteriorating weather in the capital, Katmandu, said Home Ministry spokesman Gopendra Pandey.
Rainfall had subsided in the previous few days, allowing the government to fly in relief materials and food to hard-hit areas. However, on Thursday it rained again.
Nepalese officials said dozens of districts on the southern border with India were flooded, while several villages in the mountains were pounded by landslides.
Near Bangladesh’s capital, Dhaka, a city of 10 million, some low-lying areas were completely submerged yesterday, the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre said.
Soldiers joined volunteers to repair breached embankments in the north, the state-run Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha news agency reported.
Five people have died in Pakistan during the monsoon. – AP
Last update on: 17-7-2004
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Millions Desperate to Survive Deadly Monsoon Floods 
DHAKA, Bangladesh, July 16, 2004 (ENS) - Some five million people in Bangladesh have been displaced or otherwise affected by the pouring monsoon rains that officials and aid workers say are the worst in 20 years. Eastern India and Nepal are inundated as well. Rains have persisted across the region since mid-June, displacing a total of 21.5 million people. 

More than 150 people have died due to monsoon flooding and landslides in India, Bangladesh and Nepal, according to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC). 

Swollen with torrential rains, South Asia's largest rivers - the Ganges, Brahmaputra and Jamuna - are overflowing as they run through Bangladesh to the Bay of Bengal. 

Bangladesh police say 40 people died, including four children, when the Jamuna River burst through an embankment in the northwestern district of Bogra and hit villages, sweeping people from their beds. 

[image: image22.jpg]


Flood victims in Bangladesh (Photo courtesy SDNP)
"These kinds of floods are a seasonal thing, but this year they have started in a very, very severe way," said UNICEF Bangladesh Chief of Communications Naseem-Ur Rehman, on the telephone to UNICEF New York. "We don't know the extent of the damage yet, but the fact remains - the population's needs are urgent." 

Rehman said one major priority is providing clean water to people displaced by the floods, especially children, in order to help prevent outbreaks of diarrhoea and other water-borne diseases. 

The first consignment of one million water purification tablets from UNICEF's Supply Division in Copenhagen is expected to arrive in Dhaka on Saturday. 

The government of Bangladesh has announced that rice and biscuits will be provided to affected populations, along with financial relief. 

To deal with the threat of disease, the Bangladesh Red Crescent has 10 mobile medical teams on standby. 

Tony Maryon, head of the Bangladesh IFRC delegation says the monsoon devastation is just beginning. “We haven’t seen the worst – this is just the start.," he said. 

The monsoon is been described as heavier and earlier than usual, especially in northeastern India and Bangladesh, the IFRC says. 

“The early intensity of the monsoon and flooding has been surprising," said Maryon. "There would usually be a six to seven week buildup through to August.” 

Maryon says food distribution is essential to saving the lives of those whose rice paddies are under water. "Many people will have no work and income for the next three months until the next crop. The feedback from our people in the field is that most communities only have enough food for the next seven to 10 days.” 
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Indian flood victims request medical care (Photo courtesy SDNP)
In the eastern Indian state of Bihar, at least 35 people died Thursday when an overloaded boat carrying villagers from their flooded homes sank in the Bagmati river, police said. 

The boat was carrying around 50 people, and 15 swam to safety, but the others were submerged in the rapidly moving river, police said. 

The Indian Red Cross state branch is carrying out an extensive relief operation, deploying 60 boats for rescue along with distribution of food and non-food items. The armed forces are working to augment relief and rescue operations. 

Jessie Kgoroeadira, acting director of the coordinating office of the aid group Action by Churches Together (ACT) has issued an appeal for $587,000 for monsoon relief in India. 

The serious flooding has surpassed "all previous records in terms of damage to infrastructure, livestock, crops and other property and assets in Assam and Bihar," she wrote in her appeal. "Thousands have lost their belongings in the swirling flood waters and are faced with scarcity of shelter, food and clothing."

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Rotting Pesticides Plague Africa; Cleanup Planned


WASHINGTON - The stench in the air on the outskirts of Fez, Morocco, led World Bank environmental specialist Steve Maber to a shed full of rotted barrels and shredded bags that were leaking pesticides into the densely populated community's water and soil. 

The smell was the least of the problems created by the leaching chemicals, which Maber said have caused health problems for the city's children including asthma. 

There are more than 50,000 tons of banned, contaminated or expired pesticides in Africa - poisons that kill about 1 million people a year - and Maber and the staff of the African Stockpiles Program aim to destroy them all within 15 years. 

The program, an independent initiative being overseen by the World Bank, secured an initial $50 million in donations last week - enough to start the first phase of its clean-up in Ethiopia, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania and Tunisia. Work on the ground should start around September. 

"The goal is to rid the whole of the continent of this scourge of these unusable obsolete chemicals," said Maber. 

LOCUSTS, MOSQUITOES 

Pesticides including DDT, chlordane and hexachlorobenzene are used to fight off all manner of insects from the locusts that plague northern Africa's crops to malaria-carrying mosquitoes. 

The chemicals are stockpiled in preparation for the next pest invasion but can expire or become contaminated through poor storage and management, Maber said. 

The Africa Stockpiles Program plans to ship the chemicals to countries that have proper disposal units including specialized incinerators since the facilities do not exist in Africa and would be too costly to build. 

The effort will focus on prevention and disposal but will not be able to tackle the more costly task of cleaning up the environment, said Aziz Lagnaoui, a World Bank senior pest management specialist. 

Other countries beyond the initial seven will be added to the program later, and the project will cost an estimated total of $250 million. Funding will come from multilateral agencies, the United Nations and donor countries including Belgium, Canada and Japan. 

Most of Africa's pesticides are government owned and acquired as part of aid packages, Maber said. 

While some are bought illegally, most of the stockpiles are the result of "overzealous aid and overzealous sales," said Barbara Dinham, director of Pesticide Action Network UK, a member of the program. 

The poor bear the brunt of the problem, said Clifton Curtis, director of World Wildlife Fund's global toxics program which is participating in the effort. 

"The wealthier communities are ... able to say no to those types of stockpiles being left to degrade in their communities. The poor communities don't have that kind of clout with government officials or industry," Curtis said. 

"It's a given that the poor and the poorest of the poor are the ones that are most affected by these obsolete chemicals." 

AFRICA NOT HARDEST HIT 

To qualify for the African Stockpiles Program, countries must have ratified the Stockholm Convention of 2001 - a pact aimed at helping countries destroy the worst of the obsolete chemicals, called persistent organic pollutants, or POPs. 

So far, about 20 of the 53 African nations have ratified the convention, along with much of Europe and North America. Those not on board include the United States, England, Greece, Italy and Poland. 

Africa has fewer obsolete chemicals than other places such as eastern Europe, with an estimated 300,000 tons, and China and India which have their own chemical production facilities, Maber said. 

The program is focusing on Africa because of the continent's pressing need and because it does not have its own pesticide production industry, which makes the problem more contained. Organizers hope to move on to other regions after refining their methods in Africa. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Whaling moratorium under review 
	By Tim Hirsch 
BBC's environment correspondent 


Representatives of more than 50 governments meet in the Italian city of Sorrento on Monday to discuss the state of the world's whale stocks. 
The International Whaling Commission (IWC) is deadlocked on the question of whether the animals should be hunted. 

Japan is threatening to set up a new pro-whaling alliance. 

The IWC imposed a moratorium on commercial whaling in 1986 - though hundreds of whales are still killed for so-called scientific purposes. 

	
	WHALING SINCE THE BAN 

The number of whales killed by Japan, Norway and Iceland since the IWC moratorium took effect in 1986 is 25,239 

Most whales are killed with harpoons designed to explode inside them, though small traditional coastal communities use other methods 

Opponents say the average estimated time to death is more than two minutes, with some whales taking over an hour to die 


The IWC has been divided, with pro-whaling nations, such as Japan, Norway and Iceland, arguing each year that stocks have recovered enough to lift the ban. 

But opponents, including Britain and the US, say the commission should concentrate on conservation and activities like whale watching. 

At this week's meeting in Italy, there will be yet another attempt to get a majority for resuming commercial whaling. 

Japan has threatened to set up an alternative international body if the paralysis of the commission continues. 

The IWC was set up after World War Two to regulate the whale hunting industry. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Cinnamon Oil Kills Mosquitoes Better Than DEET 
TAIPEI, Taiwan, July 16, 2004 (ENS) - Cinnamon oil can be used as an environmentally friendly pesticide, with the ability to kill mosquito larvae more effectively than DEET, new research shows. The cinnamon oil can be derived from a tree that grows in Taiwan's natural hardwood forests. 

Cinnamaldehyde is the main constituent in cinnamon leaf oil and is used worldwide as a food additive and flavoring agent. A formulation using the compound could be sprayed just like a pesticide, but without the potential for adverse health effects, plus the added bonus of a pleasant smell say scientists at the National University of Taiwan. 
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Cinnamon leaves (Photo credit unknown)
Supported by funding from the Council of Agriculture of the Executive Yuan, a government agency, natural products chemist Peter Shang-Tzen Chang, a professor in the School of Forestry and Resource Conservation at National Taiwan University, led a team of researchers in testing compounds in cinnamon leaf oil. 

Chang and his coworkers tested 11 compounds in cinnamon leaf oil for their ability to kill emerging larvae of the yellow fever mosquito, Aedes aegypti. 

“Four compounds - cinnamaldehyde, cinnamyl acetate, eugenol and anethole - exhibited the strongest activity against A. aegypti in 24 hours of testing,” Chang says. 

The researchers also expect that cinnamon oil could be a good mosquito repellant, though they have not yet tested it against adult mosquitoes. 

The findings are reported in the July 14 edition of the "Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry," a peer-reviewed journal of the American Chemical Society. 

Mosquitoes carry deadly agents such as malaria, yellow fever, dengue, and West Nile virus. While conventional pesticides are often effective in controlling mosquito larvae before they hatch, repeated use of these pesticides has raised serious environmental and health concerns. 

Aedes aegyti feeding. This mosquito is one of the most important vectors of arbovirus infections, especially dengue and yellow fever, throughout the tropics. (Photo courtesy Wellcome Trust)
DEET is a chemical (N,N-diethyl-meta-toluamide) used as the active ingredient in many insect repellent products. First developed by the U.S. Army in 1946, it is now widely used around the world, but may have toxic effects. 

"Some persons who used products containing a high concentration such as 50 or 75 percent of DEET or who were exposed to excessive amounts of DEET experienced rashes, blisters, and skin and mucous membrane irritation. In a few cases of overdose and misuse, brain effects (encephalopathy) and seizures occurred in children," says the U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. 

A recent study by Duke University pharmacologist Mohamed Abou-Donia details a list of neurological harms caused by DEET and other conventional insecticides, from memory loss to tremors to slurred speech. The study also found DEET caused brain cell death and severe behavioral changes in rats. 

“These problems have highlighted the need for new strategies for mosquito larval control,” says Chang, adding that scientists are increasingly turning to more benign natural chemicals to ward off mosquitoes and other pests. 

Larvicidal activity is judged with a measurement called LC50. “The LC50 value is the concentration that kills 50 percent of mosquito larvae in 24 hours,” Chang explains. 

Lower LC50 translates into higher activity, because it takes a lower concentration to kill larvae in the same amount of time. 

All four compounds had LC50 values of less than 50 parts per million (ppm), with cinnamaldehyde showing the strongest activity at an LC50 of 29 ppm. 

By comparison, the LC50 of DEET - a popular pesticide and mosquito repellant - is more than 50 ppm. 

Mixed deciduous and broad-leaved evergreen forest in Taiwan. (Photo by David E. Boufford, Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University)
Bark oil from the Cinnamomum cassia tree is the most common source of cinnamaldehyde, but the tree used in this study, indigenous cinnamon, Cinnamomum osmophloeum, is of interest to researchers because the constituents of its leaf oil are similar to those of C. cassia bark oil. 

The leaves of C. osmophloeum, which grows in Taiwan's forests, could be a more economical and sustainable source of cinnamon oil than isolating it from bark, Chang says. 

Though the team only tested the oil against the yellow fever mosquito, cinnamon oil also should prove lethal to the larvae of other mosquito species, the researchers say. In further studies they plan to test cinnamon oil against other types of mosquitoes as well as different commercial pesticides. 

“We think that cinnamon oil might also affect adult mosquitoes by acting as a repellant,” Chang says. 

Other common essential oils, such as catnip, have shown promise in fighting off mosquitoes, but Chang says that this is the first time researchers have demonstrated cinnamon's potential as a safe and effective pesticide.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

          19 July 2004

General Environment News

International event to support DR Congo's heritage

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - The scientific section of UNESCO, UNESCO World Heritage Centre, as well as the governments of DR Congo, Belgium and Japan plus the United Nations Foundation have planned the first major post-war international event in support of endangered world heritage in DR Congo. According to a UNESCO leaflet, the event is scheduled 9-26 September 2004 in Paris to draw attention to the region's cultural and natural diversity and sensitize the need for financial and technical support to preserve DR Congo's natural heritage. During the event, planned under the auspices of Presidents Jacques Chirac of France and Joseph Kabila of DR Congo, there will be a grand exhibition dubbed "Congo-nature and culture in DRC". There will be an international conference of donors and

partners 16-17 September ahead of two workshops. The first workshop on the theme "Assuring the protection of sites in DR Congo" is to be held 13-14 September. It will deal with issues related to the survival of giant apes, the use of spatial technologies for the monitoring of biodiversity and the evaluation of the first phase of the project UNESCO/UN Foundation. Another workshop devoted to the role of the private sector in the preservation of DR Congo's natural heritage is due 15 September. The objective of the conference and workshops is to assess the actions carried out, develop an emergency action plan for 2005- 015 and launch a global partnership initiative to support the sustainable preservation of the world heritage in DR Congo. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049499&dte=17/07/2004
Country Hosts Regional Environmental Education Meeting

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): Angola will host from July 20-24 the eighth meeting of the Regional Environmental Education Programme (REEP) of the Southern African Development Community (SADC). ANGOP has learnt from Maiombe Environmental Network that the meeting aims at training environmental education practitioners in Southern African region. SADC's Regional Environmental Education Programme was official launched in 1997, with the aim of giving real answers to the environmental problems and risks in Southern Africa. SADC is made up of Angola, Botswana, Malawi, Mauritius, Namibia, Mozambique, Lesotho, and Democratic Republic of Congo, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200407160759.html
Zambian president orders audit of Game Park

Lusaka, Zambia (PANA) - President Levy Mwanawasa, currently on holiday at a game park in Eastern Province has called for a probe into the use of 500 million kwacha (nearly 100,000 US dollars) there, after local leaders alleged misuse of the funds. Under indictment was the Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) that was created by government three years ago to manage the country's national game parks and supervise communities living near them. The Authority collects fees from tourists, which are paid into a community resource fund for financing schools, clinics, water wells and other such projects. But in a meeting with Mwanawasa, local chiefs said ZAWA had not disbursed the money, a claim ZAWA officials denied. Under regulations in force, money raised from tourists visiting game sanctuaries is to be shared equally between local communities and ZAWA.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049763&dte=18/07/2004
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROAP Media Update –19 July 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

SAARC Foreign Secretaries Meet in Islamabad Today
Pakistan Times, July 18, 2004 (By Azka Jameel - Pakistan Times Staff Correspondent) - ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretaries of the seven-member South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation [SAARC] will meet today, Sunday to discuss host of issues ahead of the meeting of their foreign ministers beginning from July-20.
Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokhar will chair the two-day session of the Standing Committee to prepare a comprehensive agenda for the meeting for the Council of Ministers' moot.
Topics
The Standing Committee meeting would look at SAFTA; promotion of investment; standards, quality control and measurement; and cooperation in the areas of customs, transport and statistics.
The Foreign Secretaries would also review the progress on interaction of SAARC with other regional and international organizations, notably ADB, World Bank, UNDP, UNICEF, UNIFEM, UNEP, UNIDO, and ASEAN.
At the same time, the meeting would review the progress in obtaining observer status with the United Nations. 
http://www.pakistantimes.net/2004/07/18/top3.htm 


General Environment News

7,700 Residents Relocated for Flood Diversion
Xinhua News Agency July 18, 2004 - The State Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters said Saturday nearly 7,700 local residents had been moved from two areas used to diverse floodwater when floods hit two tributaries of the Huaihe River after days of heavy rain. 

No casualties have been reported during the mass relocation, which was carried out in Henan Province, central China.
http://china.org.cn/english/2004/Jul/101515.htm 

****************************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –19 July 2004

UN and UNEP in the newss

China part of int'l photo competition on environment starts in Beijing

Xinhuanet 2004-07-16

The China part of the Fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment started in Beijing on Friday. With the theme of "celebrating diversity", this year's competition encourages professional photographers as well as amateurs to submit works on biodiversity. 
"We hope to encourage the Chinese public to shoot photos on environmental problems or progress around them. We believe it is an effective way to promote environmental protection awareness," said Xia Kunbao, coordinator of UNEP's China office. Pan Xulin, photographer of China News Agency who has registered for the 2004 competition, said there will be more qualified works from China due to spreading digital cameras and increasing public awareness of the environment of the country in recent years.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-07/16/content_1607972.htm
____________________________________________________________________________________ Prepared by News Services Section
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Relief efforts in Chad hampered by heavy rains and sandstorms, UN agencies say

*
General Assembly debates measures to halt construction of West Bank barrier

*
Board monitoring Iraq oil revenues releases audit – UN

*
UN co-sponsored international AIDS conference ends with call for solidarity

*
Annan meets with blue-ribbon panel on new global security threats

*
West Africa mission shows relevancy of UN, Security Council told

*
UN Commission of Inquiry arrives in Côte d’Ivoire

*
Special Court for Sierra Leone holds talks in Liberia about Charles Taylor

*
UN mission condemns clashes in Haiti, urges efforts to promote stability

*
Foreign staff still unable to return to Russian republic of Ingushetia, UN says

*
WHO urges steps to prevent bird flu causing human pandemic

*
US decision to deny funds could cost thousands of lives – UN population agency

*
UN agencies take urgent steps to help victims of cold snap in Peru

*
Miloševic trial at UN tribunal postponed by a month

*
UN tribunal indicts wartime political leader of Croatian Serbs

*
Destroyed Mostar Bridge rebuilt with UN aid as symbol of Balkan reconciliation

*
Carbon dioxide in world’s oceans may threaten many marine species – UN

* * * *

Sudan

16 July – Torrential rains and sandstorms are hampering relief efforts in eastern Chad, compounding what United Nations officials have already described as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.

Thousands of refugees have been forced to hurriedly relocate with their belongings after their temporary homes near the Sudanese border became flooded this week, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Briefing reporters in Geneva, UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond said convoys transferring refugees to safer camps further inside Chad had to slow down Wednesday because sandstorms reduced visibility.

The annual rainy season started in early June but has only now reached the northern section of the border between Chad and Sudan, cutting off roads and making it extremely difficult for humanitarian workers to deliver aid.

Mr. Redmond said many refugees this week had to walk through flooded seasonal riverbeds, carrying their belongings on their heads, to find drier ground after the heavy downpours began near the border town of Bahai.

UN agencies have so far managed to transfer more than 127,000 mostly black African refugees from the Sudanese region of Darfur to nine Chadian camps that are away from the border and the threat of further raids by the Arab Janjaweed militias. About 1,000 refugees are being relocated each day. Another 50,000 people still live in makeshift shelters close to the border.

Meanwhile, in Western Darfur, the World Food Programme (WFP) is planning its first airdrop of emergency supplies next week because so many roads are impassable since the rains began.

In South Darfur, UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are concerned about a sudden rise in the number of internally displaced people (IDPs) at a camp at Kalma. There are now 70,000 residents at the camp, with more people arriving every day – compared to 30,000 at the end of last month.

In a separate development, delegates from the Sudanese Government and the UN today concluded the first meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM) – which is designed to alleviate the humanitarian crisis and stop the fighting in Darfur.

The JIM was set up to make sure Khartoum and the UN meet the pledges made in a joint communiqué signed on 3 July. That agreement included a promise by Sudan to disarm the Janjaweed, end the impunity for people committing human rights abuses and remove all obstacles to humanitarian access. The UN said it would provide urgent aid relief and play its part in any peace efforts.

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, attended the meetings for the UN and will return to New York next week, a UN spokesperson said. The next JIM meeting is scheduled for 2 August.

Negotiations have also begun in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where the African Union (AU) is attempting to mediate between the Sudanese Government and Darfur rebel groups, who have been fighting each other since early last year. Mohamed Sahnoun, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for Africa, participated in the talks.

* * *

Middle East

16 July – The United Nations General Assembly today discussed measures to end Israel’s construction of a separation barrier in and around the West Bank after the International Court of Justice (ICJ) declared it to be illegal.

The Assembly met in a resumption of its tenth emergency special session on illegal Israeli actions in occupied East Jerusalem and the rest of the occupied Palestinian territory following a request of the Arab Group.

Last week the ICJ – the UN’s principal judicial organ – issued an advisory opinion saying the separation barrier was illegal and that construction must stop immediately. The Court also said Israel should make reparations for any damage caused, and that the Assembly and the Security Council should consider what steps to take “to bring to an end the illegal situation” created by the situation.

Speaking at the outset of today’s debate, the Permanent Observer of Palestine, Nasser Al-Kidwa, said the ICJ’s advisory opinion constituted a strong, clear and comprehensive determination of the applicable rules of international law, as well as the legal obligations that had arisen from breaches of that law committed by Israel as a result of its construction of the separation wall.

He said a draft resolution before the Assembly had a two-fold purpose: acceptance of the advisory opinion and a call for compliance with international legal obligations from Israel and from other Member States. In the event of non-compliance, States must be ready to undertake actions consistent with their legal obligation, including actions against all settlement activities as well as sanctions against companies or entities involved in the wall’s construction.

Ambassador Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein of Jordan, speaking on behalf of the Arab Group of States, said his delegation was planning to circulate a draft resolution with the aim of not only having the Assembly react positively to the ICJ’s opinion but to see that the ruling’s salient points were reprinted in any subsequent resolution. By supporting the Court’s opinion, the Assembly would show the world that despite the realities of political power and expedience, justice, when sought, could be found. 

Ambassador Dan Gillerman of Israel said his country, together with a large number of States, had not supported the request for the ICJ’s advisory opinion because the initiative was counterproductive and harmful. The General Assembly had acted wrongly, politicizing the Court and turning a judicial organ into an actor on the political stage. Now, all those States that had expressed concern about the misuse of the ICJ must be wary of allowing the process to dictate the international agenda, he said.

Israel recognized that it had responsibilities, Ambassador Gillerman said, but it was not alone. The Palestinian side must abandon terror as a strategic choice; that straightforward measure would lead to removal of the fence. In the months since the advisory opinion had been requested, it had become clear that the fence worked. There was now a genuine chance to restart the Road Map as a result of the disengagement plan, he said, crediting the fence’s security benefits for creating the new opportunity.

Ambassador Paul Badji of Senegal, speaking as the Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, said the ICJ decision was an historic one and, if applied fully in good faith, would set the course for the international community to help re-launch the negations between the two sides towards implementation of the Road Map peace plan. Moreover, the Committee would reaffirm the continued leading role of the United Nations in efforts to resolve the Palestinian-Israeli conflict until the objectives of the Road Map had been attained.

Speaking on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement, Ambassador Mohd Radzi Abdul Rahman of Malaysia said the bloc maintained that a just, lasting and comprehensive settlement to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict could only be ensured on the basis of relevant Security Council resolutions. The General Assembly must muster the political will necessary to respond to the present situation. As the consequences of allowing the construction of the wall to continue on its present route were fearful, adoption of the draft resolution would send a strong and clear message to Israel and express solidarity with the Palestinian people, he said.

Ambassador Dirk Jan Van Den Berg of the Netherlands, speaking on behalf of the European Union, said the Union, while recognizing Israel’s right to protect its citizens from terrorist attacks, had demanded that Israel stop and reverse its construction of the wall inside the occupied Palestinian territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, as it was in contradiction to the relevant provisions of international law. He also underlined the overriding importance of the political process as laid down in the Road Map, stressing that this was the only route to achieving a negotiated two-State solution.

For his part, Altay Cengizer of Turkey, speaking on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the bloc consistently rejected terrorism and did not deny the right of all States to fight that scourge. Yet it held that this should in no way be construed as condoning the violation of others’ legitimate rights. The wall, in its present form, was not a healthy solution as it undermined the basic vision of Israelis and Palestinians living side-by-side in safety and security in their respective states. It also strengthened the perception of an unjust Israeli occupation and restricted the basic human rights of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians. Therefore, the focus must fall upon the Road Map.

According to a spokesperson for the Assembly’s President, a vote on the revised draft resolution circulated today is scheduled only for Monday.

* * *

Iraq

16 July – The international oversight body for Iraqi oil sales has released an initial audit of the Development Fund for Iraq (DFI), which was set up last year to take over management of the country’s petroleum revenues, the United Nations announced today.

The audit by KPMG concluded that “all known oil proceeds, reported frozen assets, and transfers from the [UN] Oil-for-Food programme have been properly and transparently accounted for in the DFI.”

At the same time, after reviewing the KPMG reports, the International Monitoring and Advisory Board (IAMB) yesterday said “controls were insufficient to provide reasonable assurance” on a number of points, including the completeness of export sales and whether all DFI disbursements were made for the purposes intended.

KPMG also qualified its audit opinion of the DFI’s statement of cash receipts and payments because of weaknesses in controls over oil extraction, including the absence of metering. The Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) believes that unknown quantities of oil were smuggled, bypassing the authorized processes of marketing, sales and cash collection.

CPA control weaknesses included a lack of clearly defined roles and responsibilities for personnel as well as a high staff turnover. Inadequate accounting systems were also to blame. Further, the IAMB pointed to the “non-adherence” in a number of instances to controls over spending allocations as well as “the uneven application of agreed-upon contracting procedures, including inadequate record-keeping.”

Iraqi spending ministries were faulted on a number of fronts, including inadequate accounting records, deviations from the tendering procedures designed to ensure competitive bidding and insufficient payroll records.

The audit covered DFI activities through December 2003. A second one is being conducted for the six-month period that ended last month.

Over the next few weeks, the IAMB will consider whether further special audits or investigations are necessary while following up on its earlier decision for a special audit of the sole-sourced contracts that utilized DFI funds.

The Security Council has scheduled a meeting on 26 July to hear a briefing by UN Controller Jean-Pierre Halbwachs, who is Chair of the Board.

The IAMB was set up in December 2003 as an oversight body for the DFI, which receives the proceeds of oil export sales from Iraq, balances from the UN Oil-for-Food programme and frozen Iraqi funds. During the United States occupation, disbursements from the DFI were directed by the CPA, in consultation with the Iraqi authorities, which now control the resources.

IAMB members include representatives of the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the UN, the World Bank and the Iraqi Interim Government.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

16 July – The 15th International AIDS Conference wound up its week of work in Bangkok, Thailand, today with ringing calls from UN officials for solidarity in the battle against the pandemic.

The world would never be the same again because AIDS had rewritten the rules, leaving “millions of orphans, children taking care of families, schools without teachers, States without fiscal revenues, fields without farmers, and rising numbers of people living in extreme poverty,” said Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).

An exceptional threat demanded exceptional financing, development, trade rules, activist strategies, public service delivery and fiscal ceilings, he said, calling for action across those fronts.

“Some of the greatest challenges we face today are of our own making: the obstructions of bureaucracy, the injustice of stigma, the rivalry, lack of coherence and the failure of political leadership,” Dr. Piot said.

Flying in after his investigation of the health status of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in troubled Darfur, western Sudan, the Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO), Lee Jong-wook, echoed this call for action. “I know that voices have been raised, I know that fingers have been pointed, but it is through our solidarity that we will finally defeat this menace,” he said.

The WHO chief also pledged the agency’s full participation at the forefront of efforts to prevent and treat HIV/AIDS.

He added that history would judge the world by whether it met the bold commitments of the Conference, whose theme was ‘Access for All.’

With more than 5 million people living with AIDS in South Asia, most of them in India, Indian film star and social activist Shabana Azmi told conference participants yesterday that young people were not being fully informed about their choices or given the necessary support to keep themselves safe from HIV.

Ms. Azmi, a UN Population Fund (UNFPA) Goodwill Ambassador known for her strong commitment to social justice causes – the rights of women, minorities, displaced slum dwellers, AIDS patients – was the first celebrity in India to join a campaign to raise HIV/AIDS awareness at a time when such talk in public was taboo.

In another development, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation pledged to contribute an additional $50 million to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, an initiative of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, bringing the Foundation’s total donation to the Fund to $150 million.

South Asian religious leaders in Bangkok, meanwhile, formed the South Asia Inter-Religious Council on HIV/AIDS, comprising senior representatives of the Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist, Christian, Sikh, Jain and Baha’i faiths.

The initiative followed from the South Asia Interfaith Consultation on Children, Young People and HIV/AIDS, organized by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Kathmandu, Nepal, in December 2003. At the meeting, participants pledged to strengthen their cooperation in addressing the pandemic.

* * *

Secretary-General

16 July – Wrapping up his three-week-long trip to the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Europe, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan met today in Baden, Austria, with his blue-ribbon panel on new global security threats and reform of the international system.

Mr. Annan appointed the 16-person High-Level Panel on Threats Challenges and Change last November to analyze future threats and recommend ways to respond collectively to them. It is to present its findings later this year.

Former Prime Minister Anand Panyarachun of Thailand chairs the High-Level Panel. Its other members include Robert Badinter of France, Member of the French Senate and former Minister of Justice; João Clemente Baena Soares of Brazil, former Secretary-General of the Organization of American States (OAS); former Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland of Norway and former Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO); and Mary Chinery-Hesse of Ghana, Vice-Chairman of the National Development Planning Commission and former Deputy Director-General of the International Labour Organization (ILO).

Also on the panel are Gareth Evans of Australia, President of the International Crisis Group and former Minister of Foreign Affairs; David Hannay of the United Kingdom, former UK Permanent Representative to the United Nations and UK Special Envoy to Cyprus; Enrique Iglesias of Uruguay, President of the Inter-American Development Bank; Amre Moussa of Egypt, Secretary-General of the League of Arab States; and Satish Nambiar of India, former Lieutenant General in the Indian Army and Force Commander of the UN Protection Force in the former Yugoslavia (UNPROFOR).

The remaining members are Sadako Ogata of Japan, former UN High Commissioner for Refugees; former Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov of the Russian Federation; former Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Qian Qichen of China; Nafis Sadik of Pakistan, former Executive Director of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA); Salim Ahmed Salim of Tanzania, former Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity (OAU); and Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft (ret.) of the United States, former US National Security Adviser.

The Secretary-General will return next week to New York.

* * *

West Africa

16 July – Anyone who wonders about the relevancy of the United Nations in today’s world should have accompanied the Security Council mission to West Africa where UN employees were helping governments better meet their country’s needs, British Ambassador Sir Emyr Jones Parry said today.

Introducing a report on the 10-day Security Council fact-finding mission he led to seven countries late last month, Ambassador Jones Parry said UN staff members in the field were cooperating with governments while encouraging durable independence of action.

Meanwhile, the international community should devise a clear strategy for helping countries reduce dependency, avoid a resurgence of conflict and fulfil their true potential, he said.

Stopping in a different capital or major city every day, the 14-member delegation held talks in Accra, Ghana; Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire; Monrovia, Liberia; Freetown, Sierra Leone; Abuja, Nigeria; Bissau, Guinea-Bissau; and Conakry, Guinea.

The Council team focused especially on UN peacekeeping missions in Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia and Sierra Leone. Only Russia did not participate.

The challenges facing West African Governments included managing post-conflict situations, building durable institutions, establishing the rule of law and creating conditions for economic development that both harnessed a country’s resources and offered a prospect of meeting its people’s expectations, Mr. Jones Parry said.

Disarmament, demobilization, repatriation, reintegration and resettlement (DDRRR) of militia ex-combatants were classically important, the British Permanent Representative said. The “R” for reintegration was the most difficult of that process because if jobs were not found quickly, mischief could be found for idle hands to do.

Many issues should be tackled regionally because all too often they migrated from one country to another, making the position of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) a pivotal one, he said.

With ECOWAS, the mission had taken up a number of horizontal issues, such as the situation of child soldiers, building peace, achieving good governance and discouraging small arms proliferation, Mr. Jones Parry said.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

16 July – A United Nations-appointed Independent Commission of Inquiry, set up to investigate serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in Côte d’Ivoire since September 2002, arrived in the West African country today.

The five-member team, led by Gerard Balanda of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and accompanied by its secretariat and forensic experts, was scheduled to listen to testimony in the region for about three months. 

The other team members were vice-chair Radhia Nazraoui of Tunisia, Aref Mohamed Aref of Djibouti, Fatima Mbaye of Mauritania and Almiro Rodrigues of Portugal.

The investigators will present their report to UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour, who will then turn it over to Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Fierce fighting broke out in Côte d’Ivoire on 19 September 2002 and ended with a peace agreement signed in Linas-Marcoussis, France, in January 2003.

* * *

Sierra Leone

16 July – A delegation from the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) has completed a mission to neighbouring Liberia, holding talks with Government leaders there and conducting a public information campaign about its work.

SCSL Registrar Robin Vincent, who headed the delegation, met the Chairman of the country’s National Transitional Government, Gyude Bryant, in the capital, Monrovia, to discuss the situation surrounding former Liberian President Charles Taylor.

A spokesperson for the UN said Mr. Bryant offered his full support in bringing Mr. Taylor to justice in Freetown, where the SCSL is located.

Currently in exile in Nigeria, Mr. Taylor faces a 17-count indictment for war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during the 14-year conflict in Sierra Leone.

The charges include terrorizing the civilian population, unlawful killings, sexual violence, physical violence, forced conscription of child soldiers, abductions, forced labour, looting and burning, and attacks on UN peacekeeping personnel.

The SCSL, set up in 2002 under an agreement between Sierra Leone and the UN, was mandated to try those responsible for the worst atrocities in the country after 30 November 1996.

* * *

Haiti

16 July – The United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) today condemned clashes which left a number of police dead in the capital, Port-au-Prince.

The Haitian police responded to yesterday’s attacks with MINUSTAH’s backing. During two raids, more than 20 suspects were arrested and weapons were collected, according to the mission.

Condemning the violence, MINUSTAH said that for Haiti to build a society based on the rule of law, all sectors had to work towards establishing a stable climate.

* * *

Chechnya

16 July – United Nations international staff have still not returned to the Russian Federation republic of Ingushetia, almost a month after a night of deadly fighting there, because local authorities say they do not have enough armed guards to guarantee their safety.

Briefing reporters today in Geneva, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Ron Redmond said only local UN workers and international staff from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have resumed working in Ingushetia.

He said UNHCR had planned to return its international staff – which were relocated within the Russian Federation after the violence on 21 June – on Wednesday, but the move fell through when guards were not available.

UN staff are anxious to return to help an estimated 50,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) from Ingushetia and the neighbouring Russian republic of Chechnya living in temporary settlements or private accommodation.

In the wake of the fighting between Russian Government forces and rebels on 21 June, many IDPs living in temporary settlements have received hostile treatment from the local Ingush population, Mr. Redmond said. Many landowners have also pressured the IDPs to return home. One temporary settlement has been closed and local officials have threatened to evict IDPs from other settlements.

Mr. Redmond said that while there had been “a strong response” by security services following 21 June, all but five of the 50 or so IDPs who were detained have since been released.

He said UNHCR has raised its concerns about the evictions, detentions and other problems involving the settlements with authorities in Moscow, but stressed how important it was for all staff to be able to return.

Magomed Getagazov, a local UN staff member, died after he was hit by crossfire during the fighting on 21 June. His death prompted a UN security review for staff working in the northern Caucasus region.

* * *

Bird flu

16 July – Concerned by a new simultaneous outbreak of bird flu in several Asian countries, the United Nations health agency today warned of the possible emergence of a strain capable of sparking a potentially deadly global human pandemic and called on local authorities to take all necessary precautions when culling infected poultry.

“While these outbreaks thus far remain restricted to poultry populations, they nevertheless increase the chances of virus transmission and human infection of the disease,” the Geneva-based World Health Organization (WHO) said of the new cases of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5N1 reported in China, Thailand and Viet Nam.

The same virus killed 22 people in Thailand and Viet Nam earlier this year when more than 100 million birds died or were culled in at least nine countries across Southern and Eastern Asia.

WHO re-emphasized the need to protect individuals involved in culling infected poultry by giving them proper equipment, including protective clothing, masks and goggles, since there is a high risk of exposure during the slaughtering process.

It also recommended that all those involved in mass cullings, transportation and burial or inclination of carcasses should be vaccinated with the WHO-recommended influenza vaccine to avoid the co-infection of avian and human influenza, which could lead to the emergence of a pandemic influenza virus.

Other recommendations include close monitoring of all those exposed to infected poultry or to farms under suspicion, and antiviral treatment for suspected human cases. If antivirals are available in sufficient quantities, prophylactic use should be considered.

Meanwhile the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) urged against culling wild birds in the present outbreak. “Killing wild birds will not help to prevent or control avian influenza outbreaks,” Juan Lubroth of the FAO Animal Health Service said. “Wild birds are an important element of the ecosystem and should not be destroyed.”

Although certain species of water fowl can be a reservoir of bird flu viruses, “to date, there is no scientific evidence that wildlife is the major factor in the resurgence of the disease in the region,” he added.

The major factors contributing to the spread of the virus are poor hygienic practices related to the production, processing and marketing of poultry, contaminated products, gaps in biosecurity and individuals not following recommended control measures, FAO said. 

* * *

UNFPA

16 July – The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) today voiced regret that the United States administration has decided to withhold $34 million appropriated by Congress for the agency, warning that lives will be lost as a result.

UNFPA called the US administration’s reason for continuing to withhold funding for a third straight year – that the agency supports coerced abortions in China – “baseless.” The US State Department conducted an assessment which found no evidence to back the allegations, and instead reported that the Fund had registered its strong opposition to coercive practices. That team recommended that funds allocated by Congress be released to UNFPA.

Three other independent teams, from the UN, the British Parliament and a multi-faith panel of religious leaders, reached the same conclusion, UNFPA said.

The US is the only country to withhold funding to UNFPA for non-budgetary reasons, and the impact will be felt, according to agency chief Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, who said the denied contribution “could have saved thousands of lives.”

UNFPA estimates that Washington’s $34 million could have helped prevent as many as 2 million unwanted pregnancies and nearly 800,000 abortions, 4,700 maternal deaths and over 77,000 infant and child deaths. The funds could also have been used to scale up promising maternal health and HIV-prevention efforts.

“Historically, the United States has been a world leader in promoting reproductive health and family planning and we hope it will take up that role again,” Ms. Obaid said. “Promoting global health and alleviating poverty are urgent tasks that require strong partnerships and international cooperation.”

UNFPA works in nearly 140 countries to increase access to reproductive health services, including family planning, to promote safe motherhood, and to prevent unintended pregnancies, sexually transmitted infections and HIV/AIDS.

* * *

Americas

16 July – With 50 Peruvian children already dead and 1.4 million people suffering from life-threatening respiratory infections due to the worst cold weather in 30 years, United Nations agencies have launched urgent operations to help hundreds of thousands of youngsters facing starvation and disease in the South American country.

“We really need to prevent this from happening,” UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Representative in Peru Andres Franco said, calling for international aid. “There is a big responsibility on the part of the Government and the regional authorities to avoid having to wait until we see the face of death to react.

“After we provide emergency relief we need to prepare these communities for next year, because we can’t afford to make the death of children during cold snaps part of normal life in Peru,” he added.

The Government in Lima has been overwhelmed by the scale of the emergency and is struggling to reach remote mountain areas where aid is critical. UNICEF is working with local communities to provide children with warm clothing and basic medicines, but further international assistance is urgently needed.

Meanwhile the UN World Food Programme (WFP) will assist more than 15,000 Peruvians, the majority of them children under five or pregnant and lactating women, for the next three months.

Snowstorms and heavy rain have afflicted the south and central highlands of Peru, where temperatures have dropped to as low as -35 C, and the situation is expected to worsen over the next couple of months as the southern hemisphere winter closes in.

In the worst-affected region, three quarters of the population already live in poverty and half the children are chronically malnourished. Hundreds of homes and buildings, including 80 schools, have collapsed under the weight of snow, which has also blocked roads, destroyed grazing land and killed herds of cattle.

In the region, WFP is also providing aid to two other Latin American countries affected by inclement weather. In Nicaragua, where 25 people have been killed and more than 18,000 affected by severe flooding, the agency will distribute emergency food rations to 1,500 families.

And in eastern Cuba, suffering from the worst drought in more than a decade, it will provide a one-month food ration to more than 110,000 people, mostly pregnant and nursing women, children under two, handicapped children and the elderly. 

* * *

Miloševic

16 July – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia announced today that it has adjourned the genocide trial of former Yugoslav President Slobodan Miloševic again – this time by more than a month – because of his high blood pressure.

Mr. Miloševic’s trial will now resume on 31 August, with the opening of his defence case, instead of the scheduled start date of next Monday. Since it began in February 2002 the trial has already lost more than two months because of the former President’s health problems.

Three judges of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), sitting in The Hague, said they had studied the medical report from a court-appointed cardiologist. That report recommended Mr. Miloševic not attend the hearing set for Monday.

Mr. Miloševic is facing charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and other war crimes for his role in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Kosovo during the Balkan wars of the 1990s.

* * *

ICTY

16 July – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia has indicted a former Croatian Serb political leader active in the early 1990s for his alleged role in an ethnic cleansing campaign in the region.

Goran Hadzic, 45, faces eight charges of crimes against humanity and six counts of violating the laws or customs or war, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) said in an indictment that was unsealed today. The individual charges include murder, torture and extermination.

The indictment states that Mr. Hadzic took part in a joint criminal enterprise between 1991 and 1993 to forcibly and permanently remove most Croats and other non-Serbs from about a third of Croatian territory.

He is alleged to have ordered or supervised the imprisonment of thousands of civilians, often in makeshift facilities that “were brutal and characterized by inhumane treatment, overcrowding, starvation, forced labour, inadequate medical care, and constant physical and psychological assault, including mock executions, torture, beatings, and sexual assault.”

Mr. Hadzic is alleged to have organized or planned the murder of hundreds of people and the deportation of at least 27,000 others. Many homes, historic monuments and cultural sites were also destroyed.

From February 1992 to December 1993 Mr. Hadzic served as President of the Republic of Serbian Krajina, a breakaway region in present-day Croatia. In 1991 he also became President of the self-declared Serbian Autonomous District of Slavonia, Baranja and Western Srem.

The indictment said that a 1991 census indicated that Croats and other non-Serbs comprised 47 per cent of the inhabitants of the so-called Autonomous District. But, after the ethnic cleansing campaign was conducted, “virtually the whole Croat and non-Serb population of this area was forcibly transferred, deported or killed.”

The ethnic cleansing scheme is alleged to have been planned by many others, including the former Yugoslav President Slobodan Miloševic, the Serbian politician Vojislav Šešelj and the notorious paramilitary leader and gangster Zeljko Raznatovic, also known as “Arkan.”

* * *

Mostar Bridge

16 July – The reconstructed Old Bridge of Mostar, which for centuries was among the most famous sites in the Balkans before being destroyed in the 1990s when war engulfed the former Yugoslavia, will be inaugurated next week as a symbol of reconciliation and human solidarity, rebuilt thanks to the efforts of the United Nations.

Flanked by two fortified towers, the single hump-backed Ottoman arch – four metres wide, 30 metres long and constructed of 456 white stone blocks between 1557 and 1566 – collapsed into the waters of the Neretva River after being hit by heavy shells in November 1993 during the fighting in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Old Bridge was destroyed for its symbolic value and for this same reason the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) pledged to rebuild it. Just four months after the span’s collapse UNESCO launched an appeal for its reconstruction.

Next Friday, UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura will be in Mostar to represent the UN, in the presence of national leaders from southeastern Europe and other top European political figures, as the chairman of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s tripartite presidency, Sulejman Tihic, inaugurates the restored structure.

“We are present in Mostar in order to breathe fresh life into an exceptional heritage which, after having been used as a target, needs to become a rallying sign, a sign of recognition, the powerful symbol of a plural identity founded on mutual trust,” Mr. Matsuura said in remarks released in advance of the ceremony.

In 1998, UNESCO, the World Bank and municipal authorities launched a joint appeal for the reconstruction, which was answered by five donor countries – Croatia, France, Italy, the Netherlands and Turkey – as well as the Council of Europe Development Bank. 

While the World Bank was responsible for the financial part of the project and the city of Mostar handled the disbursement of the funds, UNESCO’s main task was to ensure the technical and scientific coordination.

* * *

Oceans

16 July – The world’s oceans are absorbing an unprecedented amount of carbon dioxide (CO2), increasing their acidity and possibly threatening the long-term survival of many marine species, including corals, shellfish and phytoplankton, according to a report released today on a United Nations-sponsored symposium. 

This development in turn could disrupt marine food chains and alter ocean biogeochemistry in ways that are not yet understood or predictable, according to the research presented at the symposium organized by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations (UNESCO) and the International Council for Science’s Committee on Oceanic Research.

Symposium participants found that by the middle of this century, the accumulating burden of CO2 entering the ocean will lead to changes in acidity of the upper layers that are three times greater in magnitude and 100 times faster than those experienced between ice ages. Such dramatic changes have not been observed for more than 20 million years of earth’s history, the meeting concluded.

Concluding that changes are clearly underway and their effects may be large and may seriously destabilize marine ecosystems, the report signalled the need for more investigation and identified research priorities in a bid to increase understanding of the consequences and to allow for more informed policy decisions in this area.

The symposium brought together scientists from the world’s leading oceanographic institutions to develop research priorities to study these future effects. The experts also discussed potential environmental consequences of proposals to use the ocean to sequester excess atmospheric CO2, which is one of the most important greenhouse gases.

According to research led by Christopher Sabine of the United States National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration, the ocean has taken up approximately 120 billion metric tons of carbon generated by human activities since 1800. Some 20 million to 25 million tons of CO2 are being are being added to the oceans each day, UNESCO said.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, and Michéle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-Generalin Vienna
The Secretary-General met for two hours with his High-Level Panel on Threats Challenges and Change in Baden, Austria, in the late afternoon, and will also have dinner with the members of the Panel.  That Panel is going about its task of analysing future threats and ways to respond collectively to them, and is to report later this year on its findings.

Austria is the last stop on the Secretary-General’s three-week trip to Africa, Asia and Europe, and he will be back at work in New York next week.

**Security Council
Here at UN Headquarters, the Security Council is holding a public meeting on its mission last month to West Africa.  It began with a briefing from the leader of that mission, British Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry.  The report on the mission  -– which travelled to Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Guinea-Bissau and Guinea -– came out on the racks earlier this week.

Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council issued a presidential statement on Afghanistan, in which it welcomed and supported the holding of the presidential election in that country on 9 October.  It also took note of the decision to hold parliamentary elections next April.

**Sudan - Political
Turning to Sudan, the first meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism between the Government of Sudan and the United Nations in Khartoum ended today.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, who represented the United Nations, will be in New York next week.  The next meeting is on 2 August.

Meanwhile, the Darfur political negotiations mediated by the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, opened yesterday and is now under way.  The Special Adviser to the Secretary-General, Mohamed Sahnoun, is participating from the UN side.

**Darfur Update
On the humanitarian front, access in West Darfur continues to be a major challenge because of insecurity and flooded roads.  The World Food Programme is, therefore, planning a first airdrop of 1,400 tons of food there next week.

Meanwhile, in Chad, torrential rains, sandstorms and strong winds are worsening the situation for Sudanese refugees there and hampering the relief effort.  Heavy rains in there have driven refugees out of their makeshift shelters in seasonal riverbeds, and the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) is now racing to transfer them to a new camp.

And in South Darfur, the number of internally displaced persons at one camp has more than doubled in three weeks.  At the end of last month, there were about 30,000 IDPs in that camp.  Today, the World Food Programme (WFP) reported the number has risen to 70,000, with more coming in each day.

**IAMB
Yesterday afternoon in Washington, D.C., the International Advisory and Monitoring Board (IAMB) for Iraq released the audit of the Development Fund for Iraq.

The audit, conducted by the firm of KPMG, found that all known oil proceeds, reported frozen assets, and transfers from the “oil-for-food” programme have been properly and transparently accounted for in the Development Fund for Iraq (DFI). 

At the same time, based on a review of the KPMG reports, the Board believes that controls were insufficient to provide reasonable assurance for the completeness of export sales of petroleum and petroleum products, and whether all disbursements from the Fund were made for the purposes intended.

This audit covers the period from 22 May 2003 to 31 December 2003.  Another audit, to be released later this year will cover the first six months of the year.  A press release is available upstairs and the audit can be downloaded from the Board’s Web site.

**AIDS
Peter Piot, the Executive Director of UNAIDS, told the closing ceremony of the Fifteenth International AIDS Conference in Bangkok today that it is now our collective responsibility to make the money spent on fighting AIDS work for people.

He warned that one of the main lessons of the past 20 years is that, with AIDS, “we never gain time when we wait for action, when we are indecisive, when we are divided, when we neglect rights, when we replace science by ‘feel good’ projects”.  We have copies of his speech upstairs.

Among other events related to the Bangkok conference, I’d like to highlight the pledge of $50 million announced yesterday by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.  We have a press release from the Global Fund with more details.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The International Commission of Inquiry on human rights violations in Côte d’Ivoire arrived in that country today.

The Commission, led by Gerard Balanda of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, is set to listen to testimony to look into the serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law that have taken place in Côte d’Ivoire since 19 September 2002.  Once its work is done, it will report to the High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour, who will, in turn, transmit that report to the Secretary-General.  There is a press release with more details about that team.

**Sierra Leone
And turning to Sierra Leone, a delegation from the Special Court for Sierra Leone has returned from a trip to Monrovia, Liberia, where it tried to inform as many people as possible about the Special Court’s work and how it relates to Liberia.

The head of the delegation met with the Chairman of the National Transitional Government, Gyude Bryant, who offered his full support in bringing former Liberian President Charles Taylor to Freetown to answer the charges against him.  There is a press release with more details on that.

**Haiti
The UN Mission in Haiti issued a statement condemning yesterday’s violent incidents in Port-au Prince during which a number of Haitian police officers were killed.  The Mission recalls that it is everyone’s duty to work towards the creation of a climate of stability.  The statement is available upstairs.

**Secretary-General - Myanmar
And yesterday afternoon, for those who may have missed it, we did have a statement attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General on Myanmar, which reflected talks that the Secretary-General had while he was in Bangkok with the Thai leaders there.

**Humanitarian Wrap
Just a couple of other items to flag to you:  The UN High Commissioner for Refugees says it is very concerned about the effects on internally displaced people from Chechnya residing in Ingushetia following the horrific attack which took place there in mid-June, when 90 people were reported killed. 

**WHO/FAO - Bird Flu
Also we have an update on the avian influenza, known as “bird flu.”  The World Health Organization warns of the possible emergence of a strain which could spark a potentially deadly global human pandemic.  And meanwhile, the Food and Agriculture Organization is urging countries in Asia not to cull wild birds in response to recent outbreaks in China, Thailand and Viet Nam. 

**UNFPA
And we have a press release from the UN Population Fund today regretting the US Administration’s decision not to release $34 million appropriated by Congress for UNFPA.

**WFP/Peru, Cuba, Nicaragua
And finally, the World Food Programme is gearing up to help people affected by the effects of freak weather In Nicaragua, Peru and Cuba.  The weather has led to severe flooding, snowstorms and drought, and the WFP will be providing food rations.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And finally, we have upstairs The Week Ahead at the United Nations for your planning purposes for next week.

That’s all I have.  Michéle Montas, the General Assembly Spokesperson, is here to give you an update today on the meeting going on in the General Assembly right now.

Do you have a question for me before I turn to Michéle?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Yes.  I just wanted to know, what is the opinion of the Secretary-General on the IAMB observations of the independent audit?

Associate Spokesperson:  He does not have a reaction.  As you know, the meeting just concluded.  The report is out, and I understand the Security Council will be getting a briefing.  Let me double check the date.  Maybe that’s the time that you could have a briefing, as well.  [The Associate Spokesperson later announced that the IAMB briefing to the Security Council has been scheduled for Monday, 26 July, and that the meeting will be a private one.]

Question:  Okay. And he will make a statement then, next week?

Associate Spokesperson:  No, I am saying that the Council will be briefed on that and that will be something that you can also hopefully get a readout on once that briefing takes place.  As for the Secretary-General’s comments on this report, I have none.  Yes?

Question:  I understand that Jan Pronk will give a briefing next week.  Do you have any particulars on what are we covering?  When exactly that will be?

Associate Spokesperson:  Well, as I just mentioned at the beginning of the briefing, Jan Pronk is in Khartoum for the just-completed talks on the implementation of the joint communiqué between the Government of Sudan and the United Nations.  I think there has been a request for him to brief the Security Council.  And I think there are arrangements that are being made now.  I don’t think a date has been set.

The Security Council does have a pretty heavy schedule on Monday and Tuesday.  They have two public meetings already scheduled.  So, I’ll let you know as soon as they have scheduled a briefing by Mr. Pronk.  And we have also asked him to speak to you, to the reporters, upon his return.

If there are no other questions, Michéle?

Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

Thank you, Marie.

Good afternoon all.

After a tribute this morning to the memory of the late President of the Republic of Austria, Mr. Thomas Klestil, the General Assembly resumed this morning, as you know, its tenth emergency session to examine the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on the legal consequences of Israel's construction of a separation barrier in the West Bank. 

As you know, that opinion from the Court had been requested by the General Assembly at the last meeting of the tenth emergency session on 8 December 2003. 

Twenty-six speakers are listed today.  We do expect an afternoon session.  The first speaker this afternoon will be the United States, and we expect that most of the debate will take place this afternoon.  The afternoon session will hear 18 speakers. 

A number of you have already called me during yesterday and today and I can confirm that there is a revised draft resolution that will be circulated this afternoon.  And it is expected, also, that the debate will close this afternoon without a vote on that resolution.  And a vote on the resolution will probably take place on Monday.

Now, I’ll just leave this open to you if you have any questions.  I will have a revised list of speakers in a few minutes upstairs, if you want to see it; or if you want to see it here now.

Associate Spokesperson:  Any questions for Michéle?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Do you have any idea about the timing of the vote on Monday?

Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  I have no idea.  But probably it will be 10 a.m.

Associate Spokesperson:  If there are no other questions for Michéle, have a good afternoon and a great weekend.

Thanks.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Health" ��The Hindu - Minister's statement goes contrary to health reports�


� HYPERLINK  \l "PNUMA" ��La Bolsa.com - El PNUMA lanza una alianza global de inversores para crear una guía de buenas prácticas que sea efectiva en 2005�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Children" ��ENN - Children to Take Centre Stage at Tunza Conference on Environment in New London, Connecticut� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "SAARC" ��The Press Trust of India - Indian Foreign Secretary arrives in Pak to attend SAARC meet��
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