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Delegates press severity of African water situation

      BODY:

      By ERIC JOHNSTON, Staff writer

      KYOTO - Participants at a special session of the ongoing World Water Forum voiced satisfaction Monday

      that Africa's water crisis is firmly on the agenda of the Group of Eight industrial nations.

      They also agreed that the continent desperately needs both public and private investment to provide clean,

      safe and inexpensive drinking water, along with modern, efficient sanitation systems.

      The consensus of African delegates at the confab came as the multilateral gathering entered its second day

      - the Day of Africa - at the Kyoto International Media Forum. 

      A special daylong session was dedicated to the myriad problems faced by the continent.

      According to the World Water Council, which is sponsoring the forum and comprises the World Bank, the

      African Development Bank and French and American water supply companies, nearly 300 million of Africa's

      680 million people lack access to safe water.

      Due to a host of natural and man-made factors, the average amount of fresh water per capita now stands

      at around one-quarter the levels recorded in 1950, the council said.

      Following the previous World Water Forum, held in The Hague, Africa announced a package of 10 measures.

      These include reform of agriculture, which accounts for between 70 percent and 80 percent of Africa's

      freshwater usage, improved sanitation and increased funding.

      The measures are scheduled to be completed by 2025, with midterm goals set for 2005 and 2015.

      David Grey, a World Bank official and expert on Africa, noted during a seminar Monday that to realize these

      plans, considerable funding from both public and private sources is essential.

      "In order to meet one of the goals, which is to reduce by 2015 the number of Africans without safe water by

      75 percent, an estimated Dollars 12 billion is needed," Grey said. "Eventually, perhaps as much as Dollars 300

      billion will be needed for water security in Africa."

      It remains to be seen, however, where this money will come from, as much of the developed world is

      experiencing an economic slowdown.

      Despite these problems, delegates noted with satisfaction that water is now firmly on the political agenda of

      industrialized nations.

      French President Jacques Chirac has promised to make development in Africa, including water resource

      management, a top issue at a G-8 summit in France this year.

      "We are at the end of a long journey with this water forum," said Halifa Drammeh, deputy director and U.N.  Environment Program expert on African water issues. "This is a very happy ending, because water issues in Africa are now on the political agenda."

      'Massive challenge'

      KYOTO (AP)

      Funding plans to supply water to Africa's poor and malnourished people poses a "massive challenge"

      compounded by the prospect of war in Iraq, South Africa's water and forestry minister told a major

      international conference Monday.

      Ronnie Kasrils said that only strong aid commitments would make it possible to improve conditions for the

      300 million Africans who lack drinking water and the 500 million who do not have water for sanitation.

      "Financing the interventions required to meet these challenges is in itself a massive challenge," he said. "And

      of course, the war clouds are gathering at this very time."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

'Ideological battle' over world's water 

     By Tim Hirsch 

     BBC environment correspondent in Kyoto 

     Pressure groups have claimed that private companies are unlikely to provide the solutions for the millions

     of poor people without adequate clean water and decent sanitation. 

     Speaking on the third day of the Third World Water Forum in Japan, Water Aid and Tearfund hit out at

     international lending institutions such as the World Bank for their "obsession" with the private sector. 

     The groups launched a report showing, they say, that international companies are not interested in working in

     very poor countries - and they argue that policy-makers need instead to focus on enabling local and central

     governments to serve the poor through working with local communities. 

     Eric Gutierrez of Water Aid said: "The international private sector currently only provides 5% of all the water

     services in the world, very largely in richer and more developed countries. 

     "The obsession with the private sector to provide clean water to those most in need is a total distraction. We

     must move on to stop the millions of needless deaths from water-related diseases." 

     Not 'zealots' 

     Joanne Green from Tearfund added: "International policy-makers and institutions like the World Bank are

     misguided in thinking that the private sector will have any real impact on reaching the 1.2 billion poorest

     people in the world who lack access to safe water. 

             3RD WORLD WATER FORUM 

             Water shortages 'foster terrorism' A non-human environment is the worst experience

             people can live with, with no clean water, no sanitation 

             Mona El Kody, chair of the National Water Research Unit in Egypt 

     "The international community must stop arm-twisting countries to give access to private sector companies as a condition for receiving development aid, grants and loans." 

     But the World Bank itself has hit back at its critics, claiming that it simply wished to encourage the most effective methods of delivering water services to the poor. 

     The bank's vice-president for sustainable development, Ian Johnson, told BBC News Online: "We have discussions with governments who have to determine what the right mix of public and private sector roles should be in delivering services, and then we work with them. 

     "We do not have an ideological prima facie position that says that we must force privatisation on anyone. We are not religious zealots when it comes to privatisation."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Water shortages 'foster terrorism'

                 By Ben Sutherland 

                 BBC News Online in Kyoto 

                 A lack of water is a key factor in encouraging terrorism, the Third World Water Forum in                 Kyoto has heard. 

                 Mona El Kody, the chair of the National Water Research Unit in Egypt, told delegates that living                 without an adequate level of access to water created a  "non-human environment" which  led to frustration, and from there terrorism. 

                 "A non-human environment is the worst experience people can live with, with no clean water, no sanitation," Ms El Kody said. 

                 And she added that it was in Arab countries that this problem was at its most acute. 

                 The Middle East has only 1% of the world's fresh water shared between 5% of the world's population. 

                 This puts a tremendous strain on water resources in the region. 

                 Liquid assets 

                 In the West Bank, for example, water has to be brought in to many villages on trucks, making it so precious it is used for little but drinking and some limited irrigation. 

                 And there were warnings in Kyoto that the situation would only get worse. 

                 Although per capita water consumption rates are the lowest in the world, many countries have already developed all their possible water resources. 

                 "We have used water the hard way," said Dr Atef Mandy, of the Arab Water Vision. "There is no possibility of extracting more water." 

                 Thirsty region 

                 By 2025, it is predicted that the countries of the Arabian peninsula will be using more than double the amount of water naturally available to them. 

                 The forum was told that it was essential that changes began immediately. 

                 "Conservation has not been part of the past patterns," Dr Smilin Sragudin, of Alexandria Library,

                 told the forum. 

                 "It must be part of the patterns for the 21st Century." 

                 Ms El Kody added that inadequate water resources had  had the knock-on effect of lowering still further the amount  of food that could be produced through farming, thereby increasing poverty - another key factor behind the feelings of frustration that can lead to terrorism. 

                 But she said that if changes were made, improvements would be seen very rapidly. 

                 "Better water provision has a very high effect on improving the non-human environment," she said. "The Arab world must do more with little water." _____________________________________________________________________________________

IHT

Safe to drink

    KYOTO, Japan More people are likely to suffer and die this decade from lack of clean water than from all armed conflicts combined. This should be widely regarded as one of the great tragedies of our time. But that is not the case, despite the many grim statistics.

    .

    A child dies from a preventable waterborne illness about once every 10  seconds. More than 1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water.   About 2.4 billion people - a third of the planet's population - lack access

    to adequate sanitation.

    .

    Yet these are not headline issues. They have not generated mass protest  marches. The failure of the world community to address the water crisis is all the more troubling because it is not grounded in conflicting ideologies or the absence of scientific know-how. The failure stems from more mundane problems, such as a lack of political will and focus.

    .

    This week, water will briefly take center stage at the third World Water Forum in Japan. There is much work to be done. The world's population has tripled in the last century. Meanwhile, water use has increased sixfold,drying up rivers and ravaging about half the world's wetlands.

    .

    Unfortunately, as the problem has worsened, the debate has drifted. Many of  the most vocal water advocates have focused on enshrining water as a universal human right and battling the perceived evils of privatization. But  there is a need to double the rate of investment in water and sanitation  alone over the next decade, to about $30 billion per year, from a  combination of public and private investors. So more emphasis should be put  squarely on raising awareness and increasing funding.

    .

    Access to safe water is and should be regarded as a human right. But most of the progress in addressing this challenge will be achieved through more practical and less ideological means.

    .

    Investments in infrastructure for water storage are critical, especially in countries where climatic variability is high. Such investments have multiple  benefits. They provide water for consumption, industrial use, flood control,  irrigation and electricity generation.

    .

    Enacting policy reforms at the national and subnational level, with help from the World Bank and others, can help poor countries strengthen the capacity of their institutions to manage water resources.

    .

    There should also be more focus on removing impediments to public and private water investment. Hybrids of public and private financing, some of  which have been pioneered only recently, should be a higher priority,

    particularly at the regional and municipal level, where much of the responsibility for water and sanitation now resides. These local entities,  however, still face limitations in raising finance and often lack    professional capacity.

    .

    If water issues are not aggressively addressed, they may cause more wars in  this century than any other natural resource. But that need not be the case.

    .

    Experience has shown that cooperative programs for development and  management of water resources have played an important role in regional  integration and stability in Eastern Europe (the Baltic Sea), Southeast Asia (Thailand and Laos), and South Asia (the Indus Basin). African nations, whose economic development has been hobbled by conflicts and water scarcity, are a particularly compelling example. The 10 countries of the Nile Basin are working together to generate and share benefits from the waters of the Nile.

    .

    It should not take conflict to mobilize our efforts. Even under some of the optimistic forecasts, as many as 76 million people will die from preventable water-related illnesses between now and 2020. This rate of loss rivals the rate of battlefield casualties during World War II.

    .

    Some might choose to dismiss these figures as hyperbole or wildly improbable scenarios. Unfortunately, they are real. And they should alarm all of us.

    .

    In Kyoto this week, the international community should all be prepared to ask whether posterity will be kind in judging the efforts of our generation should such trends continue.

    .

    If our answer is No, then we should no longer let the commonplace and  pervasive nature of this tragedy obscure its true dimensions.

    .

    The writer is a managing director of the World Bank and executive vice president of the International Finance Corporation, the bank's private  sector arm.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde:

  A Kyoto, se tient un Forum mondial pour faire face à la crise de l'eau  

Les participants à la conférence, ouverte dimanche 16 mars, cherchent  toujours à diminuer de moitié, d'ici à 2015, le nombre de victimes de la  les thématiques   pénurie ou de la pollution. Point-clé du débat, le financement des   Des sélections  infrastructures nécessaires dans les pays pauvres  d'articles du Monde sur  des sujets d'actualité  

 Alors que tous les yeux sont rivés sur l'Irak, s'est ouvert à Kyoto (Japon), dimanche 16 mars, un Forum international sur un thème, l'eau,  qui semble bien éloigné des préoccupations présentes du monde. Pourtant,                                         

 "la crise de l'eau menace plus d'êtres humains que les armes de  destruction massive", affirme William Cosgrove, vice-président du Conseil  mondial de l'eau. On estime que 7 millions de personnes, dont 2 millions                                         

 d'enfants, meurent chaque année de maladies dues à la contamination de  l'eau.                                                                                                           

 "Actuellement, 30 % de la population mondiale n'a pas assez d'eau. En   2025, ce sera le cas de 50 %, poursuit M. Cosgrove.En un siècle, la   population mondiale a triplé, et les hommes, en particulier dans les pays                                        

 riches, utilisent sept fois plus d'eau que naguère. A ce rythme,  la planète ne pourra bientôt plus en fournir suffisamment. Ce qui est en   train de se passer est une forme de crime contre l'humanité et contre la                                         

 nature."                                                                                                         

 Pendant une semaine, 350 sessions réparties sur une trentaine de thèmes   se dérouleront à Kyoto, Osaka et Shiga. La perspective d'une guerre en   Irak a cependant étendu son ombre sur le Forum. Les annulations de                                               

 participations se sont succédé - notamment celle de Jacques Chirac, qui   devait être une des personnalités-phares de la conférence.                                                       

 NOUVEL INTÉRÊT                                                                                                   

 La question de l'eau fait pourtant l'objet d'une montée en puissance diplomatique. Depuis le précédent Forum de l'eau, tenu à La Haye en mars 2000, des engagements ont été pris lors des sommets du Millénaire                                                

 (septembre 2000) et de Johannesburg (2002) : diminuer de moitié, d'ici à   2015, le nombre de personnes dans le monde ne disposant pas d'accès à  l'eau potable ni de l'épuration des eaux usées. Ce nouvel intérêt                                                

 s'inscrit dans la réaffirmation de l'importance de l'aide au   développement : l'accès à une eau saine est, en effet, une condition   essentielle de sortie de la pauvreté. Il améliore la santé des   populations et allège la tâche des femmes - qui passent souvent des heures à aller chercher l'eau -, ce qui permet la scolarisation des                                              

 filles. L'eau sera ainsi un des chapitres importants du G8 qui doit se  réunir à Evian en juin.                                                                                          

 Le sujet n'est cependant pas pris en charge de manière cohérente : leConseil mondial de l'eau n'est pas une instance intergouvernementale, et,   au niveau de l'ONU, ce dossier est suivi par une coordination assez lâche                                        

 des 23 agences concernées, présidée cette année par... l'Agence internationale de l'énergie atomique. Si l'idée d'une agence de l'eau n'est pas encore à l'ordre du jour, non plus que celle d'une autorité  mondiale de l'environnement, les délégués de Kyoto pourraient se mettre  d'accord pour établir un observatoire, permettant de rassembler le informations sur l'eau et de vérifier les statistiques, aujourd'hui très  peu fiables.                                                                                                     

 "IMPÔT MONDIAL"                                                                                                  

 Le problème le plus discuté est celui du financement. "Le monde souffre d'une surcapacité dans la technologie ou dans les télécoms, note Hans Peter Portner, de la banque Pictet, à Genève. Mais il y a un  sous-investissement énorme dans le domaine de l'eau. Y compris dans des pays développés : les Etats-Unis ont un besoin d'investissement dans  l'eau de 600 milliards de dollars, l'Europe de l'Est de plus d 100 milliards, la Chine un besoin très important." Si ces trois régions ont des économies qui devraient leur permettre de financer ces besoins,  il n'en va pas de même de l'Afrique, de l'Asie du Sud-Est et de l'Amérique latine, où les besoins ne sont pas moindres mais où l'argent  manque.                                                                                                          

 Le rapport Camdessus, publié récemment (Le Monde du 6 mars), propose  plusieurs pistes pour orienter l'investissement vers ces régions :   mobilisation de l'épargne locale, augmentation de l'aide publique,                                               

 nouvelles formes de solidarité - les consommateurs des pays riches paieraient un centime supplémentaire le mètre cube d'eau pour financer des actions dans les pays pauvres.                                                                               

 Toutefois, les experts réunis par l'ancien directeur général du Fonds monétaire international ont surtout cherché les moyens de garantir la  sécurité de l'investissement privé, dont l'apport est indispensable.                                   "Dans les pays émergents, explique Jean-Luc Trancart, de la compagnie Suez, on rencontre des problèmes majeurs de risque de change et  d'acceptabilité des tarifs." Non résolus, ces problèmes dissuadent les                                           

 opérateurs privés d'intervenir dans les pays du Sud.                                                             

 Le Forum de Kyoto pourrait donc avaliser les propositions formulées dans le rapport Camdessus. Elles sont cependant critiquées par le mouvement   altermondialisation, qui conteste le constat d'impuissance du secteur                                            

public qu'elles dresseraient et qui rejette la "privatisation de l'eau" qui serait à l'?uvre.                                                                                            

 Pour mieux se faire entendre, le mouvement tiendra un Forum mondial alternatif à Florence, les 21 et 22 mars. "On ne connaît pas beaucoup d'exemples où le secteur privé a vraiment apporté de l'argent, explique                                          

 Jean-Luc Touly, de l'Association pour le contrat mondial de l'eau. Il  faut au contraire insister sur l'importance du secteur public, développer  l'aide publique, imaginer un impôt mondial des riches sur l'eau."                                                

   Contrairement au lieu commun tenace qui veut que le partage de l'eau soit à l'origine de conflits majeurs, il apparaît historiquement comme un  facteur de coopération et de paix. C'est ce que conclut le "Rapport                                               mondial sur la mise en valeur des ressources en eau"que vient de publier  l'Unesco. L'organisation reprend une étude de l'université d'Oregon qui a analysé 1 831"interactions" survenues depuis cinquante ans entre les                                             

 nations sur des questions d'eau. Il apparaît qu'elles n'ont conduit qu'à  37 conflits violents, dont 21 impliquant des interventions militaires : 18 de celles-ci ont mis en jeu Israël et ses voisins. En revanche,  pendant la même période, près de 200 traités sur le partage de l'eau ont été signés. "L'eau internationale, écrit l'Unesco, est une ressource qui  pousse à la coopération, le recours à la violence étant l'exception."                                            

 ________________________________________________________________________________________

VOA

India faces water shortages
India, the world's second most populous nation, faces growing water shortages. India faces this situation, as the World Water Forum in Hakone, Japan, discusses ways to tackle a global water shortage. 

Krishna Dhir, 70, lives in a middle class neighborhood in the Indian capital. With the long, hot summer looming, she has begun worrying about meeting her household's daily water needs. 

Mrs. Dhir says the taps will soon turn dry for most of the day. Sometimes the shortage is so severe she has to call on water tankers to fill storage tanks on her roof. 

Krishna Dhir is fortunate because she can pay for water. Most other Delhi residents cannot. 
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An Indian tribal woman fetches water on outskirts of Khoraj village, north of Ahmadabad, India



For hundreds of thousands of slum dwellers in the India capital, the only way to get water is to get it before anyone else does. Ramu Nath lives in a slum just a short distance from Krishna Dhir. 

He says says he wakes up in at four or five in the morning and spends two hours in line at a community water tap. Most days all he gets is a single bucket of water. 

Government officials like Radha Singh at India's Water Resources Ministry acknowledge the problem. She says the government's efforts to provide sufficient water to its billion-plus citizens are woefully below target, with only about one-third of the population receiving piped water for sanitation. 

"The figures are indeed very, very poor," she said. "The coverage is only about 30 percent in the country." Water shortages have worsened in the past two decades. Rivers and lakes are shrinking. In tens of thousands of villages, women walk miles for a pot of water. In urban areas, people drill their own wells to tap underground water. In summer, frequent street demonstrations protest water shortages. Several public policy institutes are blaming wrong policies, not lack of water, for the huge shortages. They point out that India's problem stems partly from its inability to capture the short spells of intense rainfall from the monsoons. 

Sumita Das Gupta at the Center for Science and Environment says government policy should include storing and reusing this valuable rainwater. 

"Surface water is seen as the only source of water for anything that we do, agriculture, industry, drinking water, everything," she said. "We have forgotten that rainwater is the fresh water source we have. That rainwater feeds the ground water, and feeds the river water, so it needs to be harvested and used to recharge these two sources." 

Many environmentalist groups are urging the government and local communities to revive traditional water storage systems such as ponds, tanks and wells, which are lying disused. These were built in earlier times across villages and towns to capture rainfall, but were neglected once the government began supplying piped water. 

Ms. Das Gupta says with the help of modern engineering skills, water storage projects can be put in place inexpensively. She says these would help meet at least basic needs. 

"If the ponds are revived at least the drinking water problem can be solved," she said. "These structures are enough to supply drinking water and fodder to the people and animals of a particular village." 

Ms. Singh at the water resources ministry says India's government is looking at big projects, such as damming rivers, as well as smaller, community-based conservation projects. 

"The problem indeed is intense and one has to manage it both at the micro and the macro level," she said. "This unfortunately is a raging debate, whether dams are okay or whether rain water harvesting techniques are the way to go, but what I would say is that it is complement of both that would help countries like India and many of the other developing countries to tide over the problem of water." 

In the meantime, some people are not waiting for the government to solve the problem. They are finding their own ways to "harvest rainwater." In some urban areas, for example, homes are rigged with pipelines to carry rainwater from sloped terraces and roofs to a storage facility. Others have devised a system of channels on unpaved surfaces to carry water into the ground to replenish rapidly falling water tables. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist

Composting toilets key to global sanitation, say scientists 



11:05 18 March 03

Fred Pearce, Kyoto



Giving large sewer systems to communities in the developing world could be disastrous for them and their environments, sanitation scientists are telling the World Water Forum in Kyoto, Japan. Their advice flies in the face of United Nations targets to hook up more than a billion people to sewers in the next decade.

Government ministers and water experts are meeting to hammer out plans for meeting the UN target of halving the number of people in the world who lack clean drinking water and modern sanitation by 2015. Allowing for population growth, that means connecting 400,000 people every day for the next 12 years.

But scientists at the forum say installing conventional sewer systems that empty into rivers could create a public health disaster, rather than solving one. Instead, they want to recycle sewage from poor villages and shanty towns so it can fertilise fields.

"Conventional sewer systems are just not the right answer," said Bengt Johansson, of the Swedish International Development Agency. "They are very expensive; they pollute rivers; they use a lot of water for flushing that could be set aside for drinking; and they deprive farm soils of the nutrients in sewage."

The UN Environment Programme agrees. "Nobody planning these sewers is thinking about the pollution," said a spokesman.


Compost heap 

The solution, say aid agency experts, is "ecological sanitation", or EcoSan. This involves composting sewage and is cheap, water efficient and non-polluting. "It is not a second best," said Johansson. "I have an EcoSan system in my summer house outside Stockholm. It works very well." 

And Michael Rouse, formerly the UK's chief drinking water inspector, recently said that if Britain were planning sewage disposal from scratch today, "we wouldn't flush it away - we would collect the solids and compost it".

The Japan Toilet Association is displaying examples of EcoSan technology here. Some are toilets that store and compost the sewage. Some are community systems that separate urine, faeces and washing water and recycle them separately, irrigating and fertilising fields. Some even ferment sewage to make biogas for cooking.

But despite a host of innovative technologies for supplying water and handling sewage, the meeting is dominated by water industrialists pushing for extra investment in large infrastructure projects. 

In addition to large sewage projects, they are pushing for a revival in the construction of large dams, which is certain to be controversial. Many such projects have been on hold since a World Bank moratorium imposed in the mid-1990s, but that moratorium was lifted in February. 



___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

China's waste breakthrough

                 A scheme to manage human waste in a way more beneficial  to the environment is to be

                 launched in Beijing in time for the Olympic games. 

                 So far, trials of ecological  sanitation - Ecosan - have not  received high prominence,

                 although a three-year project has seen some aspects installed  in 19 different urban areas in

                 Mali. 

                 But by 2006, the entire suburb of Yangsong, a newly built area of  the Chinese capital, will use Ecosan as its waste treatment system. 

                 Ecosan techniques include the separation of urine from faeces, the use of "biogas" as fuel, and the re-use of "greywater", the  waste water from showers, baths and clothes washing. 

                 Ecosan promoters at the Third World Water Forum in Kyoto, Japan, are hopeful that the media attention that will focus on  Beijing for the Olympics will enable the idea of Ecosan to become                 part of mainstream thinking on sewage treatment. 

                 And there are economic benefits to a more effective use of human waste too, the forum heard. 

                 "There are 12 billion kidneys working 24 hours a day," Arno Rosemarin, of the Ecosan programme in Sweden, said. 

                 "We have not tapped this resource." 

                 Scarce resource 

                 In particular, urine is rich is the element phosphorous, an essential component of fertiliser. 

                 The bulk of current phosphorous reserves are located in one place - the boarder between Morocco

                 and Western Sahara - and  aggressive mining of the element is rapidly reducing the stocks.                 They are expected to run out by  2100. 

                 But a study at Kyoto University has found that a simple application of magnesium to urine                 extracts 97% of the phosphorous present in it. 

                 Small amounts of the dye indigo  are also present, which likewise  can be extracted and used. 

                 Furthermore, urine does not even have to be treated to provide great advantages. 

                 Experiments in the US have found that corn grown using  substantial quantities of urine                 grew 50% bigger than corn grown using none at all. 

                 But these benefits can only be realised if urine is separated from other waste material at source. 

                 The pioneering of Ecosan in Beijing - following successful trials in50 villages in China's Yongning County - is no coincidence. 

                 Badly polluted 

                 China's problems in human waste disposal are massive, and the country is seen by the UN as crucial to helping it meet the Millennium Development Goal of halving the proportion of the                 world's population without access to basic sanitation. 

                 In addition, many of the country's rivers are badly polluted as raw  sewage often gets only basic treatment at best. 

                 The problems of sewage in rivers are well documented, ranging from the spread of disease to the testes of male trout having been found to contain female eggs. 

                 This, believes Professor Saburo Matsui of Kyoto University, is due to the amount of the female hormone oestrogen that leaks into  the water from human urine. 

                 But even Ecosan's promoters expect that it will take a long time  for Ecosan to become accepted as an alternative to conventional thinking. 

                 "The problem in industrial countries is that we have spent so  much on sewers that it is difficult to change," Christine Werner,  head of Ecosan in Germany, told the forum. 

                 Meanwhile, Walter Stottmann, of the World Bank, said that Ecosan had to be considered as only one of a number of different approaches to sewage treatment. 

                 He warned that it was important to "Avoid the 'Ecosan club' being a biased promoter of a single technical solution as a cure for all." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Brazil's army put in charge of fighting Amazon fires

  BRASILIA, Brazil - In a sign of growing concern over spreading forest fires in Brazil's northern Amazon jungle, the army has taken command of fighting the fires, environmental authorities said. 

  As the fires entered the reserve of the Yanomami Indians, one of the world's last hunter-gatherer tribes, the army was put in charge due to "its greater operational capabilities," said Marcos Barros, head of the government's Ibama environmental agency. 

  Fires are common this time of year in the Amazon state of Roraima as poor farmers burn their land before sowing. But with extremely dry  weather and hot winds blowing across the region's jungle and savanna, the fires have gotten out of control this year. 

  In the last four days, satellites have detected nearly 686 hot spots across Roraima, most of which are believed to be fires, in an area the size of Britain. There were just over 300 hot spots as of Friday. The biggest city in the area, Roraima's provincial capital Boa Vista, had haze from the fires hanging over it this week. 

  The army's involvement in such operations has been rare in Brazil since the end of two decades of military rule in 1985. 

  The decision to send more firefighters came as strong winds pushed the fires deeper into the forest reserve of the Yanomami Indians, which the fires reached at the end of last week. 

  The Yanomami, one of the world's only true Neolithic tribes, had lived in near-total isolation for about 2,000 years until the late 1970s,  when Brazil's military government conducted surveys in the area. An estimated 26,000 still live in the jungles. 

  "We have created a single command with the Brazilian army in Roraima heading it," Barros told Reuters from the Amazon state. 

  Barros said up to 200 specialist firefighters would be streaming into Roraima in coming days, bringing the total number of personnel to  about 850, up from 500 this time last week. He said the government would free up at least 2 million reais ($600,000) to finance the fight. 

  Barros flew over the area this week together with Environment Minister Marina Silva to evaluate the damage. 

  The fires in the northern Amazon - where the tropical forest is larger than western Europe - sparked such a tough response by the government due to concerns that it could repeat a 1998 blaze that caused massive environmental damage. The Amazon is home to up to 30  percent of the world's animal and plant life. 

  Authorities hope the first downpours of the rainy season will come in the next two weeks but if they don't some observers warn the  situation could become worse than in 1998. 

  Forecasts of rain also act as a double-edged sword as they prompt farmers to burn their land quickly to prepare it for sowing, heightening  the danger of fires burning out of control. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Children remind adults of their responsibility at water forum 

Kyoto, Japan (PANA) - Eighty children, 20 of them Africans, on Tuesday drew the attention of adults regarding "their serious responsibility" in the degradation of environmental resources like water during the on-going World Water Council conference underway in Kyoto, Japan. According to the children, the current attitude of their "big brothers, sisters and parents" towards the environment deeply worried them. “We are here to tell them that, and more importantly, to ask them to leave us with an environmentally acceptable world," Malian Adama Maiga told PANA. She also denounced the "irresponsible choices" of adults whom she said had a tendency to turn "deaf" ears to advice from children the young Malian girl added that she was not very reassured by the reaction of adults to their call. Other children felt that the community of adults still has a chance to redeem itself by improving its attitude vis-à-vis the environment and caring more about children's access to water.

Responding to the courteous yet firm call from the children, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan's wife, Nana, pleaded with her fellow adults to attentively listen to the children's concerns, which she described as "just and legitimate."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045441&dte=18/03/2003
SOS for Saharan people at water forum 

Kyoto, Japan (PANA) - A delegate of the third World Water Forum being held in Kyoto, Japan, on Tuesday appealed to the international community to help people of the Sahara confronted with a growing shortage of water resources. "In Kyoto, I hear people talking about access to drinking water through purification. This is far from our concern in the Sahara where we lack water itself. It's a problem that goes beyond the people living there, and even the states themselves. That's why I appeal to the international community to help us find a solution," Niger's Issyad Ag Kato, spokesperson of Saharan people, told PANA. According to Ag Kato, who represented the Touaregs at a roundtable initiated by UNESCO on the rights of the local people to water, desertification leaves only two choices for the people of the Sahara - death or departure from the Sahara, "their natural environment." He added that he hoped his sound of alarm would hold the attention of delegates representing states, NGOs and the sector's private interests at the forum.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045381&dte=18/03/2003
West African partnership urges good water management 

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Ahead of this years World Water Day coming up 22 March, the West African Water Partnership, which is a division of the Global Water Partnership has launched an appeal urging good water management across the sub-region. In a communiqué issued on Monday, a day after a world water forum got underway in Kyoto, Japan the West African Water Partnership noted that the UN declared 2003 the International Year of Freshwater with a view to stressing "the need to preserve scarce water resources needed by the world population." The Ouagadougou-based sub regional organization noted that more than a billion people, including several million in West Africa do not have access to drinking water, and that more than two million people (most of them in developing countries) die every year of water-borne diseases.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045439&dte=18/03/2003
South Africa advocates joint water management in Kyoto 

Kyoto, Japan (PANA) - South Africa's water resources minister Ronnie Kasrils declared here Tuesday that only the association of public and private funds could result in effective water management strategies. Addressing a news conference at the third Global Water Forum in Tokyo, Japan, he said: "In South Africa, we have obtained very good results by pooling government efforts and those of major private companies together. "We believe that this formula can also help in solving certain water-related problems in other countries," he told journalists covering the forum. Kasrils also suggested that public and private entities could jointly assist in the implementation of recommendations passed at the end of the World Summit on Sustainable Development held last September in Johannesburg. His statement sharply contrasts with the general trend at the Kyoto forum, where several delegates representing NGOs have objected to the involvement of private interests in the water sector.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045335&dte=18/03/2003
Scientist Honoured for Work On Mangroves

The East African Standard (Nairobi): A Kenyan, Dr James Gitundu Kairo, has won an International Development Corporation prize for his work on mangrove forests. A statement from the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute (KMFRI) said that Dr Kairo, a Principal Research Officer, has been working on the mangroves of Kenya for over 10 years. The organization of the prize is entrusted to the Africa Museums in Brussels, Belgium, and is funded by the Belgian Development Corporation. The prize is valued at Euros 2,500 and is awarded to young scientists based on scientific work of high relevance to development. Dr Kairo has specialized in ecology and restoration of mangrove system and holds a Ph.D. in this field. Dr Kairo has contributed to the promotion of mangrove reforestation as a tool for sustainable management of mangroves in Kenya. He has served as a mangrove consultant in Egypt, Mozambique, Tanzania and India and recently represented the region at a meeting to draft the World Bank's code of conduct for mangroves of Africa held in Ghana. The prize will be awarded by the Belgian State Secretary for Development Co-operation during a prize-giving ceremony at the

Africa Museums in Brussels later in May.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303180831.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE Media Update

IHT, 18 March:

UN rights panel meets amid protest of leader

In her speech Monday, Hajjaji openly criticized Israel and insisted that war against Iraq would damage human rights. She expressed fears of a "catastrophic war that will destroy everything and will certainly violate all human rights and especially the right to life."... .
"We meet today at a time of unusual convulsion in world affairs," said the UN high commissioner for human rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello. He also expressed concern about anti-terrorism measures adopted in many countries. "When security is defined too narrowly - for example as nothing more than a state's duty to protect its citizens - then the pursuit of security can lead to the violation of the human rights of those who are outside the circle of the protected," he said. 

http://www.iht.com/articles/90099.html
General environment news

IHT, 18 March:

“The water crisis is taking a toll worse than any war”  by Peter Woicke

KYOTO, Japan More people are likely to suffer and die this decade from lack of clean water than from all armed conflicts combined. This should be widely regarded as one of the great tragedies of our time. But that is not the case, despite the many grim statistics. 

 http://www.iht.com/articles/90066.html
Le Monde, page 6, 18 mars: 

A Kyoto, se tient un Forum mondial pour faire face à la crise de l'eau:

Alors que tous les yeux sont rivés sur l'Irak, s'est ouvert à Kyoto (Japon), dimanche 16 mars, un Forum international sur un thème, l'eau, qui semble bien éloigné des préoccupations présentes du monde. Pourtant, "la crise de l'eau menace plus d'êtres humains que les armes de destruction massive", affirme William Cosgrove, vice-président du Conseil mondial de l'eau. On estime que 7 millions de personnes, dont 2 millions d'enfants, meurent chaque année de maladies dues à la contamination de l'eau.

http://www.lemonde.fr/recherche_articleweb/1,9687,313180,00.html?query=A+Kyoto%2C+un+forum+mondial&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&debutjour=&debutmois=&debutannee=&finjour=&finmois=&finannee=&G_NBARCHIVES=766+899
Le Figaro, 18 mars

Une loi pour protéger l'Antarctique de la pollution

Ni déchets radioactifs, ni exploitation de ressources minérales, ni tourisme intempestif : Tokia Saïfi, secrétaire d'État au Développement durable, présente aujourd'hui devant le Sénat un projet de loi destiné à protéger l'environnement en Antarctique…. «plusieurs formes de tourisme se développent actuellement en Antarctique, en particulier des croisières organisées par des tour-opérateurs américains qui longent les côtes, explique l'entourage de Tokia Saïfi. Le plus délicat est de faire respecter la tranquillité des zones de reproduction des manchots qui fascinent les touristes. Certains survolent les «manchotières» par avion, d'autres essaient de s'en approcher par la terre, ce qui perturbe gravement les poussins et les adultes.» 

Il était temps, pour la France, de mettre en oeuvre les dispositions du protocole de Madrid, signé le 4 octobre 1991…

 http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20030318.FIG0183.html
______________________________________________________________________________________
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www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-BRAZIL:
Amazon Fires Threaten Indian Territory 

Mario Osava 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Mar 18 (IPS) - Forest fires raging out of control in Brazil have extended in an alarming manner, threatening the forests of the Yanomami Indian reservation in the northwestern Amazon state of Roraima. 

The fires are looking like a repeat of the catastrophe of 1998, when thousands of hectares of Amazon jungle were destroyed. The forests of the Yanomami reserve are especially vulnerable, as they were already weakened by fire five years ago. 

The El Niño weather phenomenon, which involves the warming of the waters of the Pacific ocean and causes climatic upsets like drought, heavy rain or flooding in different regions around the world, has brought severe drought to the extreme north of Brazil, and forest fires have been spreading steadily for 40 days, covering a large part of the state of Roraima in smoke. 

The Environment Ministry stepped up its efforts to get the situation under control, mobilising 500 fire fighters and army troops, and sending in five helicopters, 22 land vehicles and four watercraft to fight the fires. 

Environment Minister Marina Silva visited the state Monday to discuss new measures with local authorities and community leaders. 

Jacir José de Souza, coordinator of the Indigenous Council of Roraima (CIR), an organisation that defends the interests of the state's indigenous groups, remarked to IPS that ''This is the first time that a cabinet minister has visited CIR headquarters.'' 

Reinaldo Imbrozio Barbosa, an expert in tropical ecology at the National Institute of Amazon Research (INPA), told IPS that such disasters will continue to happen unless there is a shift in the model of agricultural development applied in the area, because farming practices used in other parts of Brazil were simply brought in ''with no adaptation whatsoever.'' 

One unique characteristic of Roraima, on the border with Venezuela and Guyana, is that nearly one-third of its territory of 225,000 square kms is covered with savannah, consisting of grassland containing scattered medium-sized trees and low brush. 

The savannah has drawn landless farmers from other parts of the country who use the slash and burn technique to clear out farms or pastureland. 

The use of intentionally set fires is tolerated by environment authorities as indispensable for the clearing of land by poor farmers. 

More than 2,000 permits to carry out controlled burns have been granted so far this year. But they were later cancelled by the Brazilian Environment Institute, the government agency that extends such permits. 

Minister Silva announced that the government of Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, who took office on Jan. 1, would not limit its strategy to ''putting out fires'', but would promote rural development alternatives to the slash and burn method. 

The goal is ''a specific development model for the Amazon, based on perennial crops,'' she underlined. 

The current catastrophe is the result of ''a misguided model of agrarian reform and human settlements,'' said Silva. 

More than 20,000 peasant families have been settled in Roraima over the past 25 years as part of Brazil's land reform programme, extending the slash and burn method -- and occasional fires raging out of control, which destroy parts of the Amazon jungle every year -- to that state. 

Roraima has also drawn landless farmers who occupy public land and clear it of forest and brush, thus gaining the right to eventual legal ownership of the property, said Barbosa. 

He added that it was a pity that the lessons of 1998, when 3,000 sq kms of forests burnt down, did not lead to a search for solutions, and that landless farmers have continued to invade forestland and use the slash and burn technique to carve agricultural or pastureland out of the jungle. 

Although the El Niño phenomenon and the resulting drought have been less intense this year than in 1998, the fires are spreading fast, due to the greater volume of dry, combustible material. 

The forests in the Yanomami reserve are more vulnerable because they were already ''weakened'' by the 1998 fires, Barbosa explained. 

However, fire-fighting techniques have improved through a monitoring system that enables efforts to be concentrated on key points, thus ''containing the fires, although without putting them out completely. 

''I think that only the arrival of the rains,'' expected between Mar. 20-25, will put out the fires, as occurred in 1998, added Barbosa, who has lived in Roraima and studied the situation for 19 years. 

He also said that thanks to a more complete land register of rural properties in the area and the use of satellite imagery, it will be possible, within the next two years, to identify and penalise those responsible for starting the major forest fires. 

But it will take time to move towards the definitive solution mentioned by the environment minister, involving perennial crops. 

The geography and population of Roraima are varied, and small and large farmers, indigenous communities, and riverbank settlements require different alternatives, such as fruit farms, pasture land, or fish-farming, said Barbosa. 

Changing the current way of doing agriculture ''will be difficult, since people need manioc flour, rice, beans and bananas to eat,'' CIR coordinator Souza, a leader of the Macuxi people, who engage in agriculture and use controlled burns to clear land, commented to IPS. 

What most worries Souza today is the fire's steady advance into the territory of the Yanomami, people who have little contact with the world beyond the borders of their isolated jungles. One Yanomami community already had to move because of the heavy smoke, he said. (END/2003)
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

_ Syria
A Syrian Scientific Study

A study on Damascus  air quality was finally completed by the Syrian Environmental Scientific Research in collaboration with the German Agency of Technical Cooperation. 

http://www.asharqalawsat.com/index.htm
UAE
The Implantation of the Environmental Strategies of Abu-Dhabi

In the last Environmental Research Council Meeting, H.H. Shiekh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al-Nahyan and they presented to him the activities of 2002. Then they revealed the steps of implementing the environmental strategies of Ab-Dhabi 2003-2007.   

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/03/18/mhl/5.htm
Saudi Arabia
A Study on the Strategic Water Situation

The Minister of Water, Dr. Ghazi Qussaibi declared that the Ministry of Water is  undertaking a complete study on the water strategies situation in the Kingdom and to know the reserve of Water in collaboration with the International Bank.   

http://www.alyaum.com/issue/page1.php?fldPageID=1&varFromFirst=5&PHPSESSID=07bea3cf785c14b061cef9ebd4771ac9#21
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
Security Council calls for West African cooperation to curb small arms trafficking

*
Annan urges global help for West Africa to stem flood of small arms

*
As UN pulls staff from Iraq, Security Council prepares to hear inspectors’ report

*
Probe for Iraqi weapons should have continued – Blix

*
Iraqi petrol exports earn $340 million under UN’s oil-for-food scheme

*
Iraq: UN refugee agency has initial contingency plans for 600,000 in case of war


*
‘Time is of essence’ in setting up court for Khmer Rouge crimes – UN official

*
UN Children’s Fund warns millions endangered by preoccupation with Iraq

*
DR of Congo: parties in Ituri region sign ceasefire under UN auspices 

*
UN refugee agency, Afghanistan and Pakistan sign repatriation accord

*
New funds enable UN agency to continue food assistance to Palestine refugees

*
UN airlifts emergency food to thousands stranded by floods in Mozambique

*
15,000 more flee fighting in northeast Liberia, UN reduces staff in border areas

*
UN agency launches partnership for improved water management in Asian cities 

* * * *

West Africa

18 March – Voicing deep concern at the effect the spread of small arms and light weapons, as well as mercenary activities, has had on peace and security in West Africa, the United Nations Security Council today called on countries there to strengthen their cooperation in order to identify individuals and entities engaged in the trafficking of such weapons and who support mercenary activities.

Following a daylong, high-level meeting chaired by Foreign Minister François Lonseny Fall of Guinea, the Council unanimously adopted a resolution containing a declaration on the proliferation of small arms and light weapons and mercenary activities in West Africa. The declaration emphasizes that the unchecked spread of small arms and the phenomenon of mercenary activities contribute to serious violations of human rights and international law, which the Council condemned.

The Council requested West African countries to ensure that relevant measures adopted at the national, regional and international levels to combat the illicit traffic in small arms and mercenary activities are put into effect. The Council also called on the States of the sub-region to consider other appropriate steps, including recommendations emanating from today’s interactive meeting.

Among the declaration’s provisions was a recommendation that the West African countries consider broadening the 1998 small arms moratorium of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to include an information exchange mechanism for all types of arms procured by ECOWAS members, as well as for arms transfers by supplier countries. The Council also called on all arms-producing and exporting countries that have not yet done so, to enact stringent arms regulations and administrative procedures, and recommended the establishment of an ECOWAS national register that would record national holdings of those weapons.

Among the more than 20 speakers that took part in the Council’s discussion, Nana Effah Apenteng of Ghana, which currently holds the chairmanship of ECOWAS, informed the 15-nation body that of the 500 million light weapons believed to be in circulation worldwide, perhaps as many as 30 million were in use in Africa – nearly 8 million in West Africa alone. The continent also accounted for about 300,000 child soldiers and 10,000 mercenaries, signalling dire implications for the entire continent. “It is only through concerted efforts and the support of the international community that these problems can be overcome,” he said, stressing that it might be worth examining whether any potential advantages could be derived from revising the 1998 Moratorium and making it a permanent instrument.

Mohamed Chambas, ECOWAS Executive Secretary, said the alliance remained engaged with issues surrounding the “twin devils” of small arms and mercenary activities. The ECOWAS heads of State meeting in Dakar in January had recommended the establishment of a small arms unit within ECOWAS to strengthen its capacity to reduce, manage and eliminate small arms and to enhance human security as a means of facilitating harmonious development. He appealed to the Council and to the international community help with the establishment of a well-resourced small arms unit.

For his part, Said Djinnit, Interim Commissioner for Peace, Security and Political Affairs of the African Union, said the plethora of weapons and the use of mercenaries exacerbated conflicts, increased the risk of an explosion in tense inter-state relations, and rendered war even more atrocious. Underlying that was the weakness of the democratic culture and discrimination against minorities. While he cited numerous initiatives and regional counter-measures, he stressed that the best programmes would be of no use without the necessary political will to implement them. A moratorium could only operate if it had an independent follow-up and monitoring mechanism and the necessary means to identify those who violated the regime, he said.

* * *

West Africa

18 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the international community to spare no effort to help rein in the phenomenon of mercenary activity that drives the uncontrolled spread of small arms in West Africa.

Speaking at the outset of a Security Council meeting on threats to peace and security in West Africa, which included the participation of representatives of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and more than 25 other speakers, the Secretary-General thanked the Council for focusing attention – even at the critical moment when the world’s attention was on Iraq – on a subject that was of great importance to millions of people in that region.

Mr. Annan stressed that the unrestrained proliferation of small arms and light weapons and the use of mercenaries sustains conflict, exacerbates violence and fuels crime and terrorism. “The easy availability of small arms and light weapons is strongly linked to with the dramatic rise in the victimization of women and children and with the phenomenon of child soldiers,” he said, adding that light automatic weapons can be carried and fired by children as young as nine or ten years-old.

Noting that the merging deadly phenomena also promotes cultures of violence and impede political economic and social progress, the Secretary-General cited the conflicts in Liberia, Sierra Leone and now in Côte d’Ivoire as having been fuelled “in no small part” by unregulated trade in small arms often paid for with the proceeds from the illicit exploitation of natural resources.

Stressing that the flood of small arms in the region has been accompanied and even facilitated by the rise in mercenary activities, Mr. Annan said the supply side of the mercenary problem, in turn, is linked to the failure of adequately funded and implemented disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programmes. He added that there had also been a failure to assist countries like Liberia and Guinea-Bissau in restructuring their armed forces as part of post conflict peace-building arrangements.

“Unless adequately addressed, the proliferation of small arms and mercenaries would continue to pose a severe threat to the region’s hopes of attaining durable peace and security,” Mr. Annan said, noting that spillover effects from one country to the next had been all too common, underscoring the need for regional cooperation and a comprehensive approach.

“I urge all of you to do your utmost to help the countries of the region to build up the capacity to address the issue,” he said. “I urge the countries involved, and in particular their leaders, to focus more intently on this very real and very present threat to peace.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

18 March – Even as the United Nations withdrew its last weapons inspectors from Iraq today, several Foreign Ministers were planning to attend an open meeting of the Security Council tomorrow to hear from the two top inspectors on the key remaining disarmament issues for Baghdad to resolve.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said the Foreign Ministers of Angola, Cameroon and Guinea, already here for a Security Council meeting on West Africa, and four others have indicated they will participate in the session, which comes just hours before the expiry of a ultimatum from the United States to President Saddam Hussein to leave Iraq or face force.

The Council will hear reports from Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), on what issues remain for ridding Iraq of banned weapons of mass destruction. 

Iraq’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Mohammed A. Aldouri, told reporters today he will present a letter to the Council tomorrow “relating to the question of anthrax,” one of the agents UNMOVIC has been investigating.

France, Germany and the Russian Federation have also requested a ministerial meeting to consider their joint proposal for setting key disarmament tasks and an implementation timetable that is “both demanding and realistic.” The Council is split between the United States, United Kingdom and Spain, who say that Iraq has already lost its last opportunity to disarm peacefully, and others like France, Germany and Russia, who argue for more time for inspections to achieve the task.

The spokesman said the last plane evacuating the more than 300 international staff in Iraq had already taken off from Baghdad for Larnaca, Cyprus. Secretary-General Kofi Annan yesterday ordered the withdrawal of all UN personnel, including UNMOVIC and IAEA inspectors, the UN Office of the Iraq Programme and UN agencies, programmes and funds implementing the oil-for-food programme, after receiving information from the United Kingdom and United States regarding the continued safety and security of UN personnel.

In addition, Mr. Annan authorized the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM), which patrols the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait, to withdraw, and suspended all UN activities in Iraq until further notice. But he has stated that the UN will find a way to resume its humanitarian activities to help the Iraqi people and do whatever it can to provide them assistance and support.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

18 March – Speaking on the day the last United Nations weapons monitors were withdrawn from Iraq, the top inspector, Hans Blix, today said he feels the inspections should not have been stopped at this stage.

“I don’t think it is reasonable to close the door to inspections after three and a half months,” Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), said in answer to questions during a briefing of the UN Correspondents Association in New York. He added that he did not think Security Council resolution 1441, adopted in November, foresaw such a short inspection time.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan yesterday ordered the withdrawal of all UN personnel, including UNMOVIC inspectors, after receiving information from the United Kingdom and United States regarding the continued safety and security of UN personnel in Iraq.

Mr. Blix, who is to discuss a work plan of remaining disarmament issues tomorrow at the Security Council, also said the inspectors had never asserted that Iraq had any remaining weapons of mass destruction, only that there were a lot of things unaccounted for. It would be interesting, he added, to see what would come out when people go in and can go anywhere and examine the sort of intelligence the inspectors never had access to.

He also said he did not think Iraq would use chemical or biological weapons in a war with a US-led coalition, although it had the know-how to produce and deliver chemical weapons.

“I think it is unlikely they will do that because I think world public opinion, which they study quite a lot, is in large measure feeling that going to war is too early,” he said. “So there is a fair amount of scepticism about armed action. That scepticism would turn immediately around if they used chemical weapons or biological weapons. My guess is they would not.”

Asked if Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s government would care if it was about to be overthrown, he said: “Some people care about their reputation even after death.”

* * *

Iraq: oil-for-food

18 March – Iraqi oil revenues for the week ending 14 March totalled $340 million based on the export of 12.7 million barrels, according to the United Nations office overseeing the humanitarian “oil-for-food” programme, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of its petroleum sales to buy relief supplies.

According to the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP), the exports averaged about 1.8 million barrels a day, compared with 1.4 million barrels the previous week. There were 11 loadings from the authorized terminals: five from the Iraqi oil platform at Mina al-Bakr (7.3 million barrels) and six from the Turkish Mediterranean oil terminal at Ceyhan (4.6 million barrels). These are the only outlets for Iraqi oil exports allowed under OIP.

Of 6,129 total contracts for humanitarian supplies, worth $11.6 billion, the OIP has approved 4,820 worth about $7.7 billion after the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) determined that they do not contain proscribed items.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced yesterday the temporary suspension of the oil-for-food programme as well as several other UN mandates following the withdrawal of UN staff from Iraq.

In Geneva a spokesperson for the World Food Programme said 60 per cent of the population in Iraq depended totally on the oil-for food programme for survival and an interruption would cause serious problems. The population had about six weeks of supplies.

The WFP was prepositioning 32,000 tons of food in the region, which could help 900,000 persons for 10 weeks. This was not connected to the oil-for-food programme, but was aimed at people who could be affected by the war.

* * *

Iraq: refugees

18 March – The United Nations refugee agency has initial contingency preparations for 600,000 refugees flooding out of Iraq in the event of conflict and is calling on all Baghdad’s neighbours to keep their borders open and provide temporary protection and assistance, an agency spokesman said today.

Stressing the number was “not a ‘prediction’ but a working figure based on many possible scenarios,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Ron Redmond said in Geneva: “The working figure is not set in stone and can be adjusted as events dictate. And we know all too well from past experience that these working figures can be substantially different than the eventual reality.”


Noting that the figure allowed UNHCR to plan budgets, logistical requirements and staffing needs, Mr. Redmond said the initial preparations require $60 million, part of the $123 million in requirements announced in New York last month to cover the initial joint preparedness efforts of nine UN humanitarian agencies and the International Organization for Migration (IOM).


Drawing on contributions to date – nearly $19.5 million – and existing reserves, UNHCR has spent $25.8 million on procurement, transportation and storage of non-food relief items, and on other measures in the region, pre-positioning emergency stocks for nearly 300,000 people, he said. Supplies continue to arrive and are being pre-positioned around the region, including Iskenderun, Turkey; Kermanshah, Iran; and Aqaba, Jordan.


In recent weeks about 30 additional international staff have been deployed in neighbouring countries, joining 185 national and international staff already working in 15 offices across the region. Seven emergency response teams comprising specialists in protection, assistance and technical needs, each with about 15 or 20 members capable of being deployed within 72 hours, are on standby. 


“So we are doing our best with the limited resources available,” Mr. Redmond said. “The High Commissioner has asked officials in each of Iraq’s neighbouring states to keep their borders open in the event of conflict. We rely on this so that refugees can seek temporary protection and assistance. Iraq’s neighbours would have primary responsibility for providing refugees with temporary protection and material assistance to lessen the effects of human suffering, and for security, including maintaining the civilian and humanitarian character of any refugee-hosting areas.”


He emphasized that UNHCR would focus on upholding basic refugee protection principles, particularly the principle of non-refoulement (refugee rejection) and access to asylum. 

* * *

Cambodia

18 March – With the United Nations and Cambodia having just concluded a draft framework concerning the prosecution of Khmer Rouge leaders, the top UN legal official today stressed that “time is of essence” in getting final approval to establish the special court.

The head of the UN delegation to Phnom Penh, Legal Counsel Hans Corell, told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York that he hoped the General Assembly and Cambodian authorities would act quickly to approve the draft framework. He said that UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan had sent a letter to the General Assembly President to report on progress thus far.

“The trials will focus on senior leaders and they are pretty aged, and as you know the person responsible for the government in those days is already dead,” Mr. Corell said. “That’s why its important that the trials can be held before those who will be the focus of the trial are too old to stand.”

When asked if the Cambodian Government was likely to follow through with the trials, Mr Corell said there was a new flexibility on the Cambodian side, considering that there were provisions that are much stronger to protect the integrity of the process than in any previous texts. “Cambodia realizes that this is the last chance, they can no longer go on discussing this,” he said. “If we had not succeeded this time, the matter would have been closed.”

Mr. Corell also noted that UN Member States helped the process by getting involved and holding discussions with Cambodian authorities. “There is a distinct difference because it is the General Assembly that has taken charge of the process,” he said.

* * *

UNICEF

18 March – The head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) appealed for urgent international help today for millions of children struggling to survive around the world because a preoccupation with Iraq has eaten into donor support and put them at risk.

“The Iraq crisis has virtually blocked out every other emergency in the world,” Executive Director Carol Bellamy, said. “Donors have been reluctant to commit resources to other major humanitarian emergencies because they’re uncertain how much they might be asked to do for Iraq. That’s understandable, but it’s a real crisis for children in need in other countries.”

Noting that lack of donor support for non-Iraq emergencies, if it continues, could jeopardize the health, nutrition and development of millions of children. Ms. Bellamy said: “We need to invest in these children, not ignore them. Outside help is vital not only to keep children healthy and growing, but to plant the seeds of hope in their communities. If the world needs anything these days, it’s hope.”

Of the $501 million UNICEF requested for emergency programmes in more than 30 countries and territories for 2003, less than 14 per cent had been received by last month. Last year at the same time more than 30 per cent had already been met.

Twelve countries in the 2003 appeal have received no funding at all, including Colombia, the Central African Republic and Rwanda. Even major emergencies in places such as Ethiopia and Eritrea, Côte d’Ivoire, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and Afghanistan are severely under-funded, leaving millions of children in jeopardy, UNICEF said.

* * *

DR of Congo

18 March – The United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today announced the signing of a local-level ceasefire in the country’s north-eastern Ituri region, ending weeks of spiralling violence and escalating tensions. 

The agreement was signed in the town of Bunia – the site of recent power struggles between rebel groups and armed militias – by representatives of the Congolese and Ugandan Governments, as well as the rebel groups, according to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC). 

Following the signing under the auspices of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s top envoy in the region, Amos Namanga Ngongi, the parties were set to open talks aimed at launching a preparatory committee for the establishment of the long-awaited Ituri Pacification Commission. That proposed administrative panel – delayed several times by fighting between various rebel factions and militias – will have the power to ensure the security of Bunia’s population, and eventually, will aim to secure a total and definite withdrawal of Ugandan troops from the DRC.

* * *

Afghanistan

18 March – The UN refugee agency has signed an agreement with Afghanistan and Pakistan setting up for the first time a formal process for resolving the 23-year-old Afghan refugee problem in Pakistan.

Under the tripartite agreement, designed to support a gradual, organized and sustainable return and signed in Brussels yesterday, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) will continue to assist voluntary repatriation of Afghan refugees from Pakistan for three more years, spokesman Ron Redmond said in Geneva today.

At the end of this process, a screening will take place to determine who among the remaining Afghan population is still in need of protection and continued refugee status. The agreement with Pakistan is the fourth in a series of such agreements. The first three were signed by the UNHCR, Afghanistan, and the Governments of Iran, France and the United Kingdom. A fifth tripartite agreement was due to be signed later today between the UNHCR, Afghanistan and the Netherlands.

* * *

UNRWA

18 March – The United Nations agency assisting Palestine refugees said today that it has received contributions towards its 2003 emergency appeal that will enable it to continue essential emergency assistance activities in the occupied Palestinian territory.

On 10 February, the head of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), Commissioner-General Peter Hansen, appealed to the international community not to let the West Bank and Gaza slide down on its list of priorities as the world’s attention was set on Iraq. At the time, he issued a stark warning that unless immediate funding was forthcoming, UNRWA’s emergency activities in the West Bank and Gaza Strip would run out of resources and come to an end by late March – including the feeding of 1.1 million people.

While the Agency remains woefully short of the $94 million needed, the new donations will enable UNRWA to continue with its essential food aid programme. The Commissioner-General said: “While we all welcome this positive development, other pressing emergency needs – shelters for refugees made homeless by shelter demolitions, bolstering of our emergency health services, and enhancing our psychosocial and other services – remain badly under-funded.”

UNRWA will continue to appeal for funding to ensure that its services are not interrupted. Contingency plans have been finalized and all UNRWA staff, international and Palestinian alike, and all Agency installations, especially clinics and emergency staff, will continue to operate and deliver urgently needed services.

* * *

Mozambique

18 March – Following severe floods that left thousands of Mozambicans homeless and hungry, the United Nations has launched an emergency operation to airlift food to assist those in need. 

“These desperately hungry people have lost almost everything and are completely dependent on food aid,” said the UN World Food Programme (WFP) Country Director in Mozambique, Angela van Rynbach. “Using a helicopter is our only alternative since key roads are still under water or have been washed away.”

WFP said villagers, especially the 2,600 people in the Javane area, have been totally cut off for an entire week since strong winds and rain from Cyclone Japhet caused serious damage in central Mozambique. The cyclone over-flooded the Save River, which then overflowed affecting some 50,000 people in the coastal lowlands during the first week of March. In addition, floods in Guvuru district also hit 25,000 people. Many fled their villages in search of higher ground, while others were left dangerously isolated. 

On Sunday, a WFP helicopter made its first delivery of corn soya blend to stranded families. The South African-owned Mi-8 will move at least 200 tons of food into these isolated areas from WFP’s emergency base in Save town. The agency also helped transport some 2,500 people to higher ground and set up food kitchens and displacement camps. 

The torrential rain and flooding added an extra strain to a population already heavily burdened by the effects of the drought. In many cases, this will be the third or even fourth failed harvest in five years following floods in 1999 and 2000 and drought in 2002. Having exhausted traditional coping mechanisms in previous years, thousands of households will have no option but to rely on food aid.  

“Every year this region seems to be struck by natural disaster, leaving tens of thousands of vulnerable people to battle for survival,” said Ms. van Rynbach. “WFP will do its best to ensure that aid reaches all those in need but additional help will be required in the months ahead.”

WFP is currently aiming to feed 650,000 drought-affected people in Gaza, Tete, Inhambane, Sofala, Manica and Maputo provinces. That number is expected to rise substantially in the coming year.

* * *

Liberia: refugees


18 March – A further 15,000 people have fled fighting between government and rebel forces in north-eastern Liberia, swelling the number of internal refugees there to 75,000, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said Tuesday.


Meanwhile the unstable situation has forced the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to reduce staff in several key refugee-hosting areas further south, hampering its ability to help thousands of people who have fled the conflict in neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire, the UN agency said in Geneva. 

Since November, UNHCR has been assisting close to 95,000 people in five transit centres in Liberia’s eastern border areas. They include nearly 45,000 Liberians returning home from Côte d’Ivoire, close to 40,000 Ivorian refugees and 13,000 other West African nationals attempting to return to their countries. UNHCR said it had also reduced its staff in Maryland district on the Atlantic coat for security reasons.

The new refugees in northeast Liberia fled the town of Gbarnga in Bong county towards Totota following clashes between the government and Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebels, and there were unconfirmed reports that another 2,000 internal refugees staying at a camp called TV Tower had been forced to flee for their safety again, OCHA said.


The UN humanitarian community in Liberia has sent a team to the area to gather more information, working closely with the Liberian government’s own emergency agency, the LRRRC, to determine the number and condition of the people who have fled, it added.  

Fighting also recently occurred near Liberia’s capital in the northwest of the country. Kley Junction, 40 kilometres from the capital Monrovia, was the scene of fighting last week.

Within Monrovia, armed security officers are reported to have searched houses in the Mamba Point and Waterside areas as part of a “cordon and search” operation. The UN has also received reports of the forced conscription of men and women into fighting forces, OCHA said.

* * *

Water

18 March – The United Nations programme dealing with human settlements and the problems of rapid urbanization has launched a partnership with the Asian Development Bank (ABD) to help provide loans for safe drinking water and sanitation projects in densely populated areas throughout Asia. 

The three-phase programme aims to build the capacity of Asian cities to secure and manage pro-poor investments and to help the region meet the 2000 Millennium Development Goal of halving the proportion of people without safe drinking water and basic sanitation by 2015, according to the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT).  

Announcing the initiative today from Osaka, Japan, where the third World Water Forum – the largest-ever meeting convened to discuss solutions to the global water crisis – is underway, UN-HABITAT Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka said that matching both agencies’ financing, sectoral and regional expertise will ensure a “highly effective partnership” for improved on-the-ground water management in Asian cities. 

Such collaboration and teamwork between international agency’s appears all the more important because UN-HABITAT estimates that in order to reach the Millennium Goals, 675 million people in Asia’s cities need access to sanitation and 619 million need access to safe water.  In that regard, an outgrowth of the programme will be an Asian Ministerial Forum for Water and Sanitation, which will meet annually to provide policy insight and monitor progress. 

The programme envisages a pipeline of $10 million in grants from the ADB and UN-HABITAT for the first two phases, and $500 million in ADB loans for water and sanitation projects in cities across Asia over the next five years. Additional funding will be provided by the Government of the Netherlands. Programme investments include a focus on mobilization of financial resources, provision of loans to participating countries, implementation projects and continuing water management policy reform. 

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by

     Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon everyone.

           **Security Council

           The withdrawal of United Nations international staff from Iraq is continuing in accordance with the authorization given by the Secretary-General yesterday.  He had informed the Security Council of that decision based on information which he had received from the United Kingdom and United States authorities regarding the continued safety and  security of United Nations personnel.  The last plane has taken off from Baghdad to Larnaca, Cyprus.  At the end of the operation, more than 300 international staff will have departed.

           These are staff in Iraq from the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission

     (UNMOVIC), the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the United Nations Office of the Iraq Programme and  United Nations agencies, programmes and funds implementing the “oil-for-food” programme.  In addition, the Secretary-General has authorized the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM), which is deployed along the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait, to withdraw.  We issued a statement on the withdrawal yesterday afternoon after the Secretary-General made the announcement at the stakeout microphone outside the  Security Council.

           As a result, all United Nations activities in Iraq will be suspended until further notice.  However, the

     Secretary-General has stated that the United Nations will find a way to resume its humanitarian activities to help the  Iraqi people and do whatever it can to provide them assistance and support.

           **Oil-for-Food

           According to the Office of the Iraq Programme, during the week of 8 through 14 March, Iraqi oil exports  reached 12.7 million barrels generating $340 million in revenue.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding an open debate on the “Proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapons and  Phenomenon of Mercenaries:  Threats to Peace and Security in West Africa”.  The meeting is chaired by the Foreign Minister of Guinea, François Lonseny Fall, as the Security Council President.  The Secretary-General addressed the  meeting, which has 29 other speakers, including 10 ministers.

           The Secretary-General thanked the Security Council for “focusing its attention –- even at this critical moment when all our minds are on Iraq –- on a subject which is of great importance to the welfare and well-being of millions of people in another region of the world,  namely West Africa”.

           He went on to say that “the easy availability of small arms and light weapons is strongly linked with the

     dramatic rise in the victimization of women and children and with the phenomenon of child soldiers”.  “Light automatic weapons can be carried and fired by children as young as nine or ten”, he said.  “The link is particularly evident in West Africa” and he cited the conflicts in Liberia, Sierra Leone, and now Côte d’Ivoire.

           On the mercenary problem, he said, the problem is linked to the failure to adequately fund and implement  disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programmes, and the failure to provide assistance to countries such as Liberia and Guinea-Bissau.  He called for help to the countries of the region to build up the capacity to address this  issue, and countries involved, and in particular their leaders, to focus more intently on this very real and very present threat to peace.  A presidential statement is expected at the end of this debate.

           **Security Council –- Tomorrow

           Iraq is next on the Security Council agenda for Wednesday morning when an open meeting is scheduled on the UNMOVIC programme of work.  As of now, we do not have a list of ministers attending that meeting.

           Our understanding is that there are four ministers indicating their participation, in addition to the three African ministers who are already here for today’s debate.  That’s, so far, an indication that seven ministers may be attending;  and we’ll keep you updated.

           **Corell Returns to New York

           Hans Corell, the United Nations Legal Counsel, has returned from  Phnom Penh, where he succeeded in reaching agreement with the Cambodian Government on a formula for trying Khmer Rouge leaders.  That agreement now goes to the General Assembly for approval.  Mr. Corell will be briefing the Secretary-General on the agreement this afternoon at 3, and sometime after that he would like to brief you.  We will squawk the precise time, but you might like to pencil it in for about 4 p.m. for that

     briefing.

           At that time, he may also share with you embargoed copies of the full text of the agreement, which is

     expected to be made public in Phnom Penh at 9 a.m. tomorrow morning which is 9 p.m. tonight, New York time.  And  so, our embargo would be until 9 p.m. tonight New York time.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           Earlier today in Ituri, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations Mission in the DRC   (MONUC) and representatives of various groups in Ituri signed an agreement of cessation of hostilities, under the  auspices of Amos Namanga Ngongi, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General.

           Ngongi said this agreement would be followed on Thursday by the establishment of a preparatory committee for the establishment of the long-awaited Ituri Pacification Commission.  Formation of the commission has been delayed several times by fighting between various rebel factions and militias.

           **Human Rights

           World security is threatened not only by the crises currently dominating the headlines, but also by AIDS,  hunger and the "dreams of obscure vengeance" from political terrorists "whose only achievements are the sudden  screams of innocent people”, said Sergio Vieira de Mello, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, at  the opening of the fifty-ninth session of the Human Rights Commission in Geneva yesterday.

           He warned that the fight against terrorism could not be allowed to trample on rigorous respect for civil and political liberties.  He said, “We must not let our quest for security be based on fear. That quest will only be completed  if we are guided by what binds us all:  the rights that you, the Commission are sworn to protect and promote.”  The full text of his speech is available upstairs.

           The Chairperson of the 2003 session is Ambassador Najat Al-Hajjaji of Libya.  The session is set to continue until 24 April.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Governments of Afghanistan and  Pakistan signed a tripartite agreement in Brussels yesterday.  The agreement, for the first time, establishes a formal  process for resolving the twenty-three-year-old Afghan refugee problem in Pakistan.

           Under the agreement, the UNHCR will continue to assist the voluntary repatriation of Afghan refugees from  Pakistan for three more years.  At the end of this process, a screening will take place to determine who among the remaining Afghan population is still in need of protection and continued refugee status.  The UNHCR has already  signed similar agreements with the governments of Iran, France and the United Kingdom.

           **UNRWA

           In a press release issued today on the status of its emergency appeal, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) says contributions received so far will enable it to continue  its emergency assistance activities, but not all activities envisaged under the

     $94 million appeal launched in December.

           The UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, said today that “while we all welcome this positive development, other pressing emergency needs -- shelters for refugees made homeless by shelter demolitions,bolstering of our emergency health services, and enhancing our psychosocial and other services -- remain badly under-funded”.

           Commissioner-General Hansen issued an urgent call last month to the international community not to let the  West Bank and Gaza slide down on its list of priorities as the world's attention is set on Iraq.  We have the full press release upstairs.

           **WFP/Mozambique

           On Sunday, the World Food Programme (WFP) launched an emergency operation to airlift food to thousands  of Mozambicans cut off by floods caused by  Cyclone Japhet.  A WFP helicopter made its first delivery of a corn-soya blend to families stranded along the Save  River, which burst its banks on 11 March, washing away key roads in the area.  The airlift operation will cost $340,000  and will provide 200 tonnes of maize meal, beans, high-energy biscuits and vegetable oil for about 15,000 people by the end of the week.  We have a press release on that. 

**Milosevic

           According to the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, the trial of Slobodan Milosevic will not sit  today due to the ill health of the accused.

           **Eva Clayton Appointed Assistant Director-General of FAO

           We have an announcement from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO):  The United Nations Food and  Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Rome announced yesterday that former United States Congresswoman Eva Clayton has been appointed as an Assistant Director-General for the FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf.  Ms. Clayton will be  responsible for the World Food Summit follow-up, in order to track progress in the FAO efforts to increase agricultural  productivity worldwide and to help reduce hunger and poverty in the world.  We have a press release on that.

           **United Nations Correspondents’ Association

           And finally, the United Nations Correspondents’ Association (UNCA) is announcing that Hans Blix will again brief correspondents in the UNCA Club, and that will be today at 3:00 p.m. and this briefing is open to UNCA members   only.  But, I know on previous occasions it’s been carried by United Nations Television so non-UNCA members have  been able to watch it in the corridors where we have TVs on the third floor.  Yes, Elizabeth?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:      Have any of the United Nations staff in Iraq defied orders to leave?  I know that some of them were feeling quite passionate about staying during the course of the war.

           Spokesman:      No.  To my knowledge, no.  What we were told was we expect that shortly all international  staff will have left Iraq.  Yeah?

           Question:      Another quick question.  The Secretary-General talked yesterday about going back to the

     Security Council to seek mandates for work that would have encompassed, you know, Iraq-related staff for the future.   And we know that there have been contingency plans that have been mapped out by the Deputy Secretary-General.  When can we get a fuller idea of what those contingency plans are and exactly what was the Secretary-General talking about vis-à-vis mandates?

           Spokesman:      He’s talking about all would be the oil-for-food programme, the weapons inspectors, the peacekeepers on the border with Kuwait, the  compensation fund in Geneva, all the Iraq package of machinery that’s been set up since 1991.  We’re particularly eager to see some arrangement worked out with the Council for the continued operation of the oil-for-food programme, which is a big network to deliver a massive amount of humanitarian assistance with a very long pipeline with a lot of stuff in it which will, of course, be temporarily suspended. 

           But, should there be war, and once the hostilities are over, to let the stuff out of this pipeline quickly and to get  our international staff back in Iraq to distribute it we think would be the fastest and best way to distribute assistance to  the Iraqi people.  So, that is, I think, the first step he would expect.  We also need to know what the United Nations might be called on to do, again, should there be military action, to assist through the various other agencies, funds and programmes that we have that are capable of delivering assistance.

           Question:      So, is he talking about new mandates or reviewing existing mandates?

           Spokesman:      Well, we’d have to adjust existing mandates, let’s say the oil-for-food, to allow it to operate as a kind of war relief fund.  Its mandate would have to be adjusted.  Mohammed?

           Question:      Fred, according to some estimates, up to 10 million Iraqi people will be facing the problem of drinking water and food.  By vetoing of humanitarian (inaudible) United Nations, what would be the fate of the many people in Iraq?

           Spokesman:      I think under international law the occupying power would have responsibility for providing assistance to the affected population.  And so, that’s what we’re assuming would be the case, should there be military action.  We would then expect to move to a second phase once the environment was safe enough for civilians to go in  and help with humanitarian relief, for  United Nations agencies, their non-governmental organization partners and anyone else who might be qualified and

     willing to bring assistance to get to work.  Yes?

           Question:      Excuse me, but after the occupying power already has provided 2.3 million for people out there. 

     Not up to ten...

           Spokesman:      I don’t understand that question.

           Question:      ...And that the United States will provide just 2.3 million for people out there.

           Spokesman:      I don’t know what the United States contingency planning is for delivery of aid, but they will be responsible, at least initially, under humanitarian law.  Yes?

           Question:      Are a certain amount of United Nations staff staying in Cyprus in case they have to be called back?

           Spokesman:      The weapons inspectors expect to stay in Cyprus for a limited amount of time.  We don’t know whether they will be called back into action.  Humanitarian staff, I think, will also be there for a limited time. 

     They’re the first ones we would like to bring back into the country should there be military action.  Peacekeepers are  being sent home in two stages; those who are deployed on the boundary, and we’ll have to see whether in future there  would be again a need for them to patrol the border.  That would be a matter for the  Security Council to decide.  But, I have to emphasize that the mandates of all these programmes are still in existence  and the withdrawal is considered temporary, and should there not be military action, and some other solution to this  crisis be found, some peaceful solution, we’re ready to go right back to work.  Yes?

           Question:      Will there be any withdrawal of staff from other places in the Middle East?

           Spokesman:      No.  Yes, Mr. Abade?

           Question:      Did the Secretary-General speak to Secretary Powell after President Bush’s speech?

           Spokesman:      He did speak to the Secretary yesterday, but not after the speech.  It was earlier in the day. 

     Serge?

           Question:      Fred, we’re living in a moment of uncertainty about this story of the United Nations.  Can you  describe for us, for our history and the world, the morning after in the life of the Secretary-General?  Did he sleep well?   Did he eat a good breakfast?

           Spokesman:      I failed to ask him that question.  I think he is focusing ahead rather than looking back.  He’s watching very closely this meeting that’s been planned for the Council, this ministerial-level meeting planned for tomorrow.  And he’s also giving very close attention to the contingency planning should there be military action and the  possible role the United Nations might be called on to play post-war.  So, I think those are his two current preoccupations.  The eleventh hour fifty-ninth minute activity in the Council, and then a possible post-war role, should  there be military action.  Elizabeth?

           Question:      What role would the Secretary-General envision for weapons inspectors in the future?  Is he going to, for example, push to see them given a verification role perhaps, once the conflict is over?

           Spokesman:      I don’t think he wants to anticipate what the Council will do and I don’t think the Council wants to speculate.  But I’d leave the members to speak for themselves.  So, we’re waiting to see first what develops,  whether or not there’s military action and then what the post-conflict situation, if there is a conflict, would require.  One  can imagine that there may be; there could be a role for weapons inspectors post-conflict.  But that’s not for me to say; that’s for the Council to say.  Yes, Bill?

           Question:      Yesterday when the Secretary-General was asked about his view of the legitimacy of possible military action in Iraq, whether it would be a violation of the United Nations Charter and international law, he made the remark that he believed that questions would be raised.  I am wondering, what does he, as Secretary-General, what’s his personal, not personal, but as Secretary-General believe about whether this would be a violation of the United Nations Charter?

           Spokesman:      Just take out his Hague statement and read it carefully.  That was a carefully drafted

     statement.  It represents his current view.  It’s an echo of what he said more broadly at William and Mary College.  So,  I think his on-the-record position is fully developed, clearly stated, and I don’t think has to be re-articulated since the Hague statement.  Yes?

           Question:      Are you talking of the Hague statement or the

     question-and-answer, the question he replied after he gave the Hague statement, which seemed to go a little further than the statement and which was not repeated yesterday?

           Spokesman:      The Hague statement, as drafted, is his official position.  His response to a question was a somewhat blunter statement of that position.  But, I think if you read, it’s hard to read the answer to the question  divorced from the statement, because he read the statement and then he took questions.  So, I think you have to see the statement as the context for the answer to the question.  So, I’d refer you to the statement.

           Question:      Secondly, just back on the oil-for–food programme?  When you say the mandate would have to  be adjusted to allow it to function as a kind of a war-relief fund, are you envisaging something that’s no longer trading  oil for food?  And is there a straight provision of humanitarian relief or...  I don’t quite understand?

           Spokesman:      The oil-for-food programme has the Government of Iraq as a partner.  Now, should there be a conflict, that situation might change and you’d need the Security Council to redefine the relationships of who is  carrying out what.  Anything else?

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** 




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��The Japan Times - Delegates press severity of African water situation�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Battle" ��BBC - 'Ideological battle' over world's water� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Terrorism" ��BBC - Water shortages 'foster terrorism'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Safe" ��IHT - Safe to drink�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forum" ��Le Monde - A Kyoto, se tient un Forum mondial pour faire face à la crise de l'eau  


�� HYPERLINK  \l "India" ��VOA - India faces water shortages�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Composting" ��New Scientist - Composting toilets key to global sanitation, say scientists�








Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
24

