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Longing for a lost paradise

      Once oppressed by Saddam, Marsh Arabs see a chanceto restore ancient way of life

      BYLINE: Robert W. Gee, AMERICAN-STATESMAN STAFF

      BODY:

      SHADAH, Iraq -- A cloud of dust swirls above the cracked earth, obscuring for a moment the brittle scrub

      that grows, if it is alive at all, from here to the horizon.

      Sheep circle in search of shade under the unrelenting sun. Water buffalo loll in shallow rainwater pools

      turned a reddish brown. It is hard -- no, impossible -- to imagine the tall reeds and marshes, the fish and

      birds and rice paddies that not a dozen years ago stretched as far as the eye could see.

      "Before, it was very beautiful," said Abdul Al-Sada Aloqy, a tribal chief who has led his people from the

      ancient Mesopotamian marshlands to the city and back to their ancestral homeland, now barren and virtually uninhabitable. 

      "Before, this place was the marshes, and our floated village was there," he said of the homes once built atop islands of layered reeds. He gestured beyond a collection of dried mud and thatch dwellings built on the dry  side of a levee, part of an elaborate system of dams and drainage canals that funnel the water away from      the marshlands.

      Among his cruelest acts, Saddam Hussein drained virtually all of the largest wetlands ecosystem in the

      Middle East. He burned and bulldozed 70 villages as part of a counterinsurgency campaign against the

      country's Shiite Muslims in the south.

      He also succeeded in destroying -- at least for now -- a way of life that had endured for 5,000 years. The

      Marsh Arabs lived in latticed reed homes with arched, cathedral roofs and traveled in high prowed canoes, a direct link to the Sumerians who built the world's first civilization near here.

      Now, they scratch out an existence on the dry, salty flats, raising emaciated cattle and sheep, growing

      wheat instead of rice.

      The only thing that hasn't changed from before, Aloqy said, is milking the cows every morning.

      Before 1991, an estimated 250,000 Marsh Arabs, known in Arabic as Ma'dan, lived near the confluence of

      the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, where some say was the biblical Garden of Eden.

      Today, just 40,000 remain. Some were killed in government military campaigns designed to stamp out

      opposition from within the marshes, a longtime hideout for anti-Saddam organizers. Many others fled to

      cities -- Baghdad was declared off-limits for Marsh Arabs, although some defied the law -- or to neighboring Iran.

      The wetlands known as Hawr Al-Hawizeh spread over just 7 percent of their original contour, which after

      seasonal rains stretched for more than 12,000 square miles.

      Saddam diverted water through a series of canals, dams and dikes, most built in the first half of the 1990s.

      He replaced marsh water with raw sewage from the nearby city of Majar al-Kabir and effluent from a sugar mill, villagers said.

      Some species are believed to be extinct in the marshes: the smooth-coated otter, the Indian crested

      porcupine and the gray wolf. In addition, the Basra Reed Warbler and the Iraq Babbler, which live almost

      exclusively in the marsh area, are threatened. The marshes were also a vital staging area for waterfowl

      migrating from Central Asia to winter quarters in Africa.

      During the war, some dams and levees were damaged and water has flowed back to one portion of the

      former marshlands. But the fish are still sparse and one villager called it "one drop from a sea."

      The United Nations Environmental Program warned in March that if nothing is done, the marshlands will

      be gone in three to five years.

      Klaus Topfer, executive director of the U.N. agency, said in a 2001 speech that the draining of southern

      Iraq's marshes represented "a major environmental catastrophe that will be remembered as one of humanity's  worst engineered disasters."
      Marshes off limits

      Saddam's regime had kept the marshes off limits to foreigners since 1984. Until recently, the world knew of the damage almost exclusively through satellite images.

      Today, the stories come spilling out.

      "The regime chased me because I left the military," said Khalaf Shmail Nasser Al-Shadawy, 43, who like all the men in the village wore a beard, gray dishdasha, or tunic, and black and white rotra, or headdress. "We      escaped in 1986 to the depths of the marshes. We didn't see our families for six months. . . . And then they      bombed the village by helicopter and artillery. Some houses were burned and some women injured and killed.

      The military campaigns continued until the end of the war with Iran in 1988, he said. "After that, they set a military campaign against us in 1991. At that time they burned the whole village and also blocked the water.

      "People were injured and killed, and many cows and hens and other animals killed also. Some of the farms

      burned," he said.

      Others told stories of summary executions of men at the gates of homes, in front of their families, and of

      ears cut off as punishment for deserting the army.

      "After that, our village scattered to many places, to Baghdad, to Basra and other places, (people) just

      running after their living," Al-Shadawy said.

      Those who remained, about 150 families, fled to Majar al-Kabir, but they returned to the former marshlands in 1996 and built a new village.

      "Our main job is farming," said Aloqy, the tribal chief. "In the city center, we cannot do that. We have cows to raise, so we came back to our land."

      Human Rights Watch has called for an international tribunal to investigate "the perpetrators of genocide,

      crimes against humanity and war crimes."

      Marsh Arabs, who were almost entirely self-sufficient are now almost entirely dependent on government food rations.

      Crisis ahead

      They rejoiced at Saddam Hussein's downfall. It was the first good news in 24 years, some said. But now

      they face a new crisis.

      In the postwar chaos, supplies here are running dangerously low. Several families said they are down to one  week's worth of flour, milk, beans, cooking oil, tea and sugar. Not everyone here has a food ration card so families share government allotments.

      "We expect this month to be a very critical one," Aloqy said. "Our expectations for a new good life have

      become false, and we are afraid of the coming days because they may be worse than the Saddam regime,

      especially people facing starvation if their rations are finished."

      A month after Saddam's regime fell, the marsh people said they had yet to see the humanitarian aid trucks

      with water, food or medical supplies that have reached much of Iraq. U.S. reconstruction officials have said a top priority is restarting food distribution, but as with efforts to restore electricity and replenish fuel      supplies, progress is slow.

      British forces, which occupy the area, have begun talking with international aid groups about restoring the

      marshes.

      "We have to help the marsh people and the other agricultural and fishing sectors . . . for the sake of the

      people of Iraq," said Emma Nicholson, a British baroness and longtime activist for the Marsh Arabs. She

      recently spent eight days visiting tribal leaders in the marsh region and plans to return soon.

      "This is not the Everglades," said Nicholson, a member of the European Parliament.

      "This is a major source of agriculture and fishing industry of Iraq that has been deliberately wiped out."

      Permanent loss?

      Tearing down Saddam's dams and levees and flooding the parched plains might be the easy part.

      The vast, untapped oil reserves that lie beneath this swath of the Fertile Crescent will likely become central

      to the debate about the region's future. Nicholson's group, London-based Assisting Marsh Arabs and

      Refugees, is pushing for the United Nations to declare the marshes a world heritage site, which would

      protect them from oil exploration.

      Syria and Turkey would also have to be persuaded to release water from dams that historically fed Iraq's

      marshes.

      And there is the larger question: If given the opportunity, would the Marsh Arabs return to their ancient

      ways?

      Sayeed Matar Sarwat, 61, a Marsh Arab and former independent member of the Iraqi parliament, said he put the chances at 30 percent.

      "Because of the shortage of reeds," he explained.

      His brother, Sayeed Abbas Sarwat, 50, elaborated. "Some people get used to living in the city," he said.

      "The chances of taking jobs will be greater in the city and the nature of services will be greater in the city

      than the marshes."

      Still, the marsh people say they feel a burden to carry on the traditions of their ancestors. But the advances

      of the past half-century -- as late as the 1950s, the Marsh economy was based on a barter system --

      slowly changed life in the marshes even before Saddam Hussein rose to power.

      In the past decade, electricity has reached the area, as well as cars and some paved roads. Two boys

      proudly showed a visitor a new fishing technique: a car battery that electrocutes fish.

      Some men of the marsh-area villages, rebuilt since Saddam's reprisals, spend months at a time working in

      city factories and sending money home.

      Many of the Marsh Arabs say they would return to hunting and spear fishing and trapping if the marshes

      come back.

      "It is imminently doable," Nicholson said. "But the key is they have to lead. Outsiders can only humbly

      assist."

      bgee@statesman.com; 445-3643

      GRAPHIC: A boy poles Styrofoam across floodwaters that recently inundated a pumpmaster's house in

      Subbah, Iraq. The pumps that keep the lowland dry have been abandoned, and a little water is returning to

      the marshlands. // During the war, some dams and levees were damaged, and water has flowed back to one portion of the former marshlands. But the fish are still sparse, and one villager called it 'one drop from a sea.'

      // The question facing today's generation of Marsh Arabs is: If given the opportunity, would they return to

      their ancient ways? Many say they feel a burden to carry on the traditions of their ancestors, but the

      advances of the past half-century have changed their way of life.
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Iraq's marsh Arabs, modern Sumerians archaeologists discover striking      similarities between the Ma'adan, whom Saddam Hussein tried to destroy, and an ancient civilization

Amid the ruined temples of a civilization abandoned 4,000 years ago in southern Iraq, archaeologists on a

      1968 expedition noted a striking parallel: Fragments of the long-extinct Sumerian civilization they were

      unearthing seemed to depict the present-day lives of the nearby tribal people.

      They speared fish from slender wooden boats, herded water buffalo and fashioned fantastic vaulted houses

      from the few building materials the marshes had to offer: reeds, clay and buffalo dung.

      Their secluded villages dotted the vast marshes and stream-braided lower reaches of the Tigris and

      Euphrates rivers. Dwellings and barns straddled the waters on fixed islands laboriously constructed from layer upon layer of hand-woven reed matting and mud.

      "I was absolutely intrigued by what I saw," said Edward Ochsenschlager, an archaeologist who spent the

      next 20 years studying the modern marsh dwellers, an Arab people known as the Ma'adan. 

      Until drawing the wrath of Saddam Hussein in the early 1990s, the Ma'adan had managed against great odds  to perpetuate their unique culture largely unchanged for 5,000 years. After the 1991 Gulf War, Saddam      retaliated against the local resistance to his regime, ordering engineers to sever the flow of life-giving water      to the marshlands.

      Edenic wetlands that once gave refuge to a rich fishery and rare smooth-coated otter, sacred ibis, Goliath

      heron and other disappearing creatures have become lifeless, nearly waterless, salt-encrusted mudflats,

      according to accounts by Western observers after the unseating of Saddam.

      Marsh-dwelling people, who numbered about half a million in the 1950s, have dwindled to as few as 20,000 in Iraq, according to the United Nations. An estimated 80,000 to 120,000 have fled to refugee camps in Iran.

      At least two parallel relief efforts are under way to salvage what remains of the marsh Arab homelands.

      Supporters are counting on the proven resilience of the Ma'adan culture to accomplish a return to the

      marshes.

      Keys to survival

      The staying power of the Ma'adan may have come from a social structure built around absolute bonds of

      obligation to family and tribe. A harmoniously intertwined relationship with the wetland environment also

      made each tribe self-sufficient -- and capable of withstanding the outside world's intrusions and

      deprivations.

      "They led hard lives, but admirable lives," said Ochsenschlager, an emeritus professor in the anthropology

      department of Brooklyn College in New York.

      The village Ochsenschlager and colleagues first encountered in 1968 lay sheltered within a broad, shallow

      marsh with a deep canal closing the circle. To reach the closest outpost of the outside world required a

      2-1/2-hour ride by motorized boat followed by a 15-mile walk or car ride.

      Villagers made the trip only when necessary to sell livestock, hand-woven carpets and reed mats, and to

      buy certain necessities from outside, including spices, aluminum cookware and guns.

      Almost everything else, the marshes produced. Sturdy reeds reaching 20 feet became raw material for

      homes, baskets and boats, while tender reed shoots provided plentiful forage for water buffalo. Muddy

      stream beds yielded clay for sun-dried bricks. Bitumen, a tarry material from shallow oil deposits, served as a waterproofing agent for rafts and roofs.

      Cathedral-like structures

      Reed-building reached its height of excellence in cathedral-like structures, called mudhif, reserved for sheiks, who led the tribes. Builders lashed tall and seasoned reed shafts into thick bundles that they bent into      arched supports for the vaulted roof. They sheathed the walls with reed mats, some woven with a filigree of  gaps for sunlight to filter through to the cool, carpeted interior.

      Villagers built less grand family dwellings by the same means. A typical house stood about 10 feet tall and 20  feet long. They were built to last decades, but Ochsenschlager said he saw villagers take apart, move and

      reassemble a five-arch reed house in less than a day when threatened by rising water.

      Families finished the inside with reed mats and wool carpets, a cooking hearth and a bench or reed screen

      defining separate sides for men and women. The back side of the house served as workshop or a barn for

      water buffalo, which lived in an almost symbiotic relationship with their keepers. Archaeological evidence

      suggests that people brought water buffalo to the marshlands around 3,500 B.C.

      After a day of foraging in the marshes, water buffalo might join a family around the courtyard fire -- and

      gain relief from mosquito persecution, Ochsenschlager said. "They'd get their heads right down over your

      shoulder to get as close to the fire as possible," he said.

      Water buffalo cows produced milk, and a family might sell animals to outsiders for slaughter, for instance, to gain cash for a son to buy his bride or to settle a dispute with a rival tribe. But the Ma'adan never ate      buffalo meat.

      The most important thing buffalo provided was dung, Ochsenschlager discovered. The marsh Arabs mixed

      dung with reeds to make fuel for cooking and heating fires. The slightly acrid smoke also repelled flying

      insects. They also used dung to waterproof roofs and poultice wounds.

      Sprawling wetlands nourished by the two great rivers supported a magnificent fishery, best represented by

      the shabbout, or barbel, which could reach 200 pounds. Marsh dwellers were providing nearly two-thirds of  the fish consumed by all Iraqis during the mid-1980s, according to U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization.   By that time, most fishermen in the marshes had abandoned traditional spears and begun using modern nets.

      Parallel ways

      Researchers found numerous parallels between the modern and ancient marsh dwellers. The distinctive

      arched reed buildings are well-represented in the archaeological record. Ochsenschlager's team found

      impressions left in sediment showing how Sumerians wove their baskets from reeds. The pattern matched

      the work of modern weavers.

      Shards of sun-dried mud pottery exhibited the same style as jars produced by living potters. Models of

      ancient boats closely resembled modern, bitumen-coated wooden boats that the Ma'adan poled through the

      water.

      Ochsenschlager and colleagues drew upon their study of the Ma'adan to inform speculation on how the

      Sumerians lived and worked. For instance, by observing how much time and effort it took a weaver to finish  a particular kind of basket, the researchers could estimate the economic value of such an artifact in ancient Sumeria, probably the first civilization to invent the plow and develop a written language.

      Devotion to old ways also left most settlements with no modern health care or sanitation. Women collected

      water from rivers and streams and filtered it in ceramic vessels packed with charcoal. Villagers dug pits to

      bury what little garbage they generated. Dogs lived off the garbage -- and consumed human waste that

      villagers left in the open at a comfortable distance from their homes.

      Gathering hardship

      The marshes provided ample refuge for rebellious tribes increasingly at odds with outside authorities, from

      British colonial rulers to Saddam Hussein's Republican Guards. One day during Ochsenschlager's first year at  the excavation site, the crew heard far-away drum sounds, a warning from a neighboring tribe of the

      approach of outsiders.

      "The entire group of local men who worked for us dropped what they were doing, picked up their guns and  cloaks and disappeared into the marshes," he said. Men who were drawn to cities for work often returned to the marshes after running into trouble with the government.

      Threats from outside were starting to take a toll by the time of Ochsenschlager's first encounter with the

      Ma'adan in 1968. The government was in the midst of a campaign to get rid of sheiks, eroding traditional

      leadership. Traders were increasingly demanding money for some commodities and refusing barter.

      Dam and irrigation projects executed in the 1970s cut the annual flow of water in the Euphrates by more

      than one-third. That began the depletion of the marshes, reducing permanent wetlands and spring floods

      that had carried nutrient-laden sediments.

      The coup de grace came after the 1991 Gulf War, when Shiite Muslims in the south rose up against Saddam.  After their defeat, the regime's soldiers burned and bombed marsh villages, while its engineers completed massive dikes and canals to divert the entire flow of the Euphrates away from the marshes.

      Satellites beamed ghastly images of the unfolding ecological catastrophe. By 2000, marshes that had

      covered nearly 4,000 square miles -- comparable to Florida's Everglades -- had almost disappeared.

      Return to the marshes

      Experts aren't sure of the prospects for restoration and the return of the marsh Arabs. Alexandre

      Tkachenko, a specialist in Middle East economics at the Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow, said a

      crucial question is whether restoration can co-exist with large-scale irrigation and oil drilling in a post-war

      Iraq desperate for economic development.

      Another question is the willingness of young Ma'adans to return to their traditional way of life after a decade dispersed in distant cities and refugee camps.

      "The implications for the return of marsh dwellers to their original area of residence are extremely negative,"  said Ernestina Coast, a sociologist at the London School of Economics, in a report on the Ma'adan refugees.

      In a survey of refugees in Iran, only about one in five of those younger than 30 expressed a desire to return

      to Iraq. More than half of young people designated "elsewhere" as their preferred future residence.

      Joe Rojas-Burke: 503-412-7073; joerojas@news.oregonian.com
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TASS 

May 17, 2003, Saturday 

Symposium on environmental law for judges opens on Ukraine 
An international symposium on environmental law for the judges of Supreme and Constitutional courts in      Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia opened in Lvov on Saturday. 

      It has been organised as part of a three-year U.N. Environmental Programme designed to train judges in      ecological law. Judges will share their experience in using environmental law and work out a concrete plan of  exercising the right of people to a favourable environment, to access to ecological information and ecological justice. 

The head of the Ukrainian Academy of Judges, Irina Voityuk, said Ukraine's environmental legislation      comprises about 28 laws, that is more than in other countries. However the application of these laws      remains a problem as citizens rarely take these issues to court. 

The symposium was organised by the U.N. Environmental Programme, the World Conversation Union,      jointly with the Ekopravo Lvov charitable fund, the Ukrainian State Judicial Administration, and the Academy of Judges. __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Storms, Floods across Africa Claim Many Lives 

NAIROBI, Kenya, May 16, 2003 (ENS) - Flooding in eastern Africa has claimed far the lives of more than 160 people and has displaced some 167,000 others. The worst affected area is the Gode Region in eastern Ethiopia where 69 villages are under water, and other villages are impossible to reach due to severe flooding. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has reported malaria outbreaks, measles and diarrhoea cases in flooded areas, and says the risk of acute respiratory infection and cholera is increasing. 

Three UNICEF emergency drug kits were sent to the area and the regional head of the malaria department has also arrived in Gode. The region has 16,000 mosquito nets from regular UNICEF programs on hand and is likely to redirect some of these to prevent further increase in malaria incidences. 

The ICRC is considering direct water and sanitation interventions in Gode, including water supply, water purification treatment, hygiene, sanitation, and cholera control. 

Somalia has reported the displacement of several thousand people by the floods, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

Some 55 people have lost their lives in Kenya, with the the Western, Eastern, North Eastern and Rift regions bearing the brunt of the flood waters. The rivers Turkwel and Kerio in the Turkana district of the Eastern region have burst their banks and washed away crops, farmlands and destroyed several irrigation systems. 

Floods have smashed infrastructure, especially roads, local schools, electricity and water supplies. On Tuesday the roofs of Oltarakwai Primary School in Narok were blown off by winds, and the walls of seven classrooms and the administration block collapsed under a storm, local media reported. 

The continuous rains have thwarted the efforts of the Ministry of Roads, Public Works and Housing to remove landslides blocking roads. The slides are making it difficult for aid agency vehicles to get through to stricken areas of the country. 
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Workers repairing the Sasumua dam must stop work until the rain eases. (Photo courtesy IFRC)

One million people in the capital Nairobi are without water, after the Sasuma Dam, which supplies large sections of the city, was damaged two weeks ago. The dam is being repaired, UN officials say. The city’s main Kenyatta Hospital is almost paralysed as a result of severe water shortages, says the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC). 

The government of Kenya has asked the Kenya Red Cross to take the lead in coordinating the delivery of all non-food humanitarian assistance to the flood affected people. The Red Cross launched an appeal for $US645,000 to meet these needs. 

The Kenya Wildlife Service is warning all visitors to Amboseli National Park that the access road into the park through Ol Gulului Group Ranch and Kitirua gate is impassable due to the ongoing heavy rains. All other access routes are open, but 4x4 vehicles are essential. 

The government of Kenya has sought the assistance of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in finding a long term solution to managing the effects of the persistent floods that strike the country. 

A project aimed at reducing Kenya's vulnerability to floods was announced on May 9 by the United Nations following discussions with senior ministers and officials of the Kenyan government. UNEP will make available to the Kenyan government the skills and expertise of UNEP experts who plan to offer concrete advice on measures to improve the ability of Kenya's existing dam network to absorb and store flood waters. 

They will also appraise whether the country needs new storage capacity to cope with future, extreme, weather events. 

Kenyan experts this week predicted massive flooding in the lower parts of the River Tana following the filling up of the last of the seven dams acting as reservoirs for its waters. 
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A Kenyan river rushes to the sea. (Photo courtesy IFRC)

The pilot assessment of Kenya's vulnerability to natural events will identify areas of the country at risk and help the government prioritize future actions in areas such as land use, forestry, planning of settlements, water resources and the effective development and deployment of early warning systems. UNEP plans to draw on the extensive expertise of UN-Habitat and its work on vulnerability in cities. 

The island nation of Madagascar is still reeling from the effects of tropical cyclone Manou which slammed into the island's east coast last Friday. The storm caused 68 deaths, 19 people are missing, 86 people have been injured, and some 110,300 others have been affected, according to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. About 24,500 houses have been destroyed, and the number of homeless people is estimated at 47,500. 

In Namibia on the southwest coast of Africa, the Zambezi River burst its banks on Monday, submerging 20 villages in the Caprivi region. Grazing areas have been flooded. Livestock are drowning and are prone to crocodiles' attack. Some huts have been submerged and abandoned. 

On Tuesday, the Namibian Ministry of Information and Broadcasting said that according to the government's assessment, floods have affected some 5,000 people and 13 schools have been closed. Due to floods, roads have become impassable rendering difficult the access to some communities. Some areas are not accessible by motor-boat due to high grass and bushes, officials said. 

Most communities in the affected region depend on government food supplies earmarked for drought relief, and their food is now gone. 
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Minister assures support to GC implementation 

By Our Reporter 


ISLAMABAD, May 16: Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar on Thursday pledged full support of the Government of Pakistan in implementing the UN Global Compact (GC) for harnessing the potentialities of private entrepreneurship with needs of human society. 

Speaking at a function to mark the Media Launch of the GC, he acknowledged that the Compact could lead to poverty alleviation and national development and thus help in the government's policy in that direction. The function was attended by government representatives, various Islamabad-based UN agencies, employers and civil society organisations. 

Fasihul Karim Siddiqi, Chairman Employers Federation of Pakistan (EFP) Multilateral Policy-Coordination Committee, and Sohail Altaf, representative of Federation of Pakistan Federation of Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI), endorsed the objectives of the GC and assured the UN representatives of their full support in its implementation. 

Explaining the GC concept, Onder Yucer, UN Resident Coordinator in Pakistan, said it was proposed in January 1999 by the UN Secretary General at the World Economic Forum when he asked the business leaders to contribute to a more sustainable market by embracing and implementing nine principles in the areas of human rights, labour and environment. 

The government and the UN system in Pakistan, Mr Yucer said, recognised that the business sector had much to contribute to development challenges and progress of the country. 

Initiatives such as the GC, he pointed out, had a special significance in view of the fact that Pakistan was striving to enhance the investment level, privatisation process and business relations with other countries. 

In this context, the UN system proposed, in consultation with key stakeholders in the government, private and labour sectors, to launch the GC in Pakistan later this year as a framework for better interaction and increased partnership between the public and the private sectors. 

Acknowledging its critical role in advocating and raising awareness about this initiative, the UNDP official said, "We see the media as a partner to mobilise a critical mass of business leaders and promote a corporate behaviour conducive to realisation of GC's objectives." 

While acting as the lead advocate for Corporate Governance and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), the UN system would define and try to implement concrete partnership projects within the priorities of UN Development Assistance Framework which has just been agreed to by the Government of Pakistan. 

Under this framework, four priority areas of cooperation have been chosen: participatory governance, poverty alleviation, health and education. 

Mr Yucer officially announced the launch of Pakistan Global Compact web site - www.globalcompact.org.pk. The lead agencies involved in implementation of GC are the UNDP, Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), ILO and the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP). 

Mr J. Lokollo, Director ILO Office, Islamabad, drew the audience's attention to the UN secretary general's statement that if the private sector, as a dominant engine of growth and principal creator of value and managerial resources, does not deliver economic growth and economic opportunities - equitable and sustainable around the world - then peace "will remain fragile and social justice will be a distant dream". 

Dr Hafiz Pasha, UN Assistant Secretary General and Director UNDP Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, in his speech, elaborated the significance of GC for Pakistan. 
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Daily Star (Bangladesh)

'Launch campaign for sustainable use of natural resources'
Staff Correspondent


A senior official of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) yesterday laid importance on massive campaign for sustainable use of natural resources as Bangladesh is most vulnerable to environmental changes. 

Bangladesh should step up campaign to raise awareness about various environmental threats like climate change, said Peter Repinski, associate expert of the UNEP in Asia Pacific region, at a roundtable in the city. 

Peter, stationed in UNEP office in Bangkok, is now on a visit to Bangladesh. 

Newly floated 'Nature Alliance' organised the roundtable with the slogan 'Little Care Today, Better World Tomorrow.' 

Presided over by convenor of the Nature Alliance Mohiuddin Babar, it was addressed by environmental experts, eminent educationists, journalists, members of the civil society and professionals. 

The UNEP official said Bangladesh is on the list of countries which are at high risk of environmental changes. 

He urged the government, civil society and NGOs to raise awareness to save the environment. 

Lauding the initiative of Nature Alliance, he said the UNEP would work closely with it to improve the environmental situation in Bangladesh. 

Chief Engineer of Dhaka WASA Qazi Mohammad Sish depicted a gloom picture of water supply system in the capital city. About 20 per cent of the city population do not have access to WASA water, he said. 

The city faces a shortage of 13 crore litre of WASA water each day while around 45 per cent water is being wasted, he said. 

The chief engineer blamed the big government offices and institutions like secretariat and Dhaka medical College Hospital for the wastage of water. 

He called for sustainable use of water and said that the current crisis can be resolved to a great extent if the wastage and leakage of water are stopped.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

May 16, 2003 Friday 

Kenya; Expect Worse Effects of Climate Change 

In 2001, the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change revealed that, though, due to underdevelopment,

      Africa emits negligible amounts of greenhouse gases, it will suffer the most from the impact of climate

      change. 

      Remember the 1997/98 El Nino flooding? Remember the severe La Nina drought of 2000? We should expect more of these phenomena in the near future, caused by global warming. 

      It will no longer be like before. Our ancestors used to predict the weather and knew when to plant and when not. Climate change is going to cause weather variability and we shall continue to witness the displaced weather patterns confront us today. What has precipitated this faster pace? Emissions of greenhouse gases - carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxides and a host of chlorofluorocarbons - into the atmosphere from  industrial processes, energy production and use, transport, the type of agriculture practised, deforestation. 

      Countries like the United States, all European member states, Japan, Canada, Australia and New Zealand are the leading emitters of greenhouse gases, with the United States being the single largest culprit. 

      These countries produce what is called "luxury" emissions. For example, the World Bank, in its World

      Development Report of 2002, estimates that the developed nations spent $1 billion a day in agricultural

      subsidies alone to keep their farmers happy, subsequently dumping those products in the Third World. In

      regions such as Africa, we are responsible only for what is termed as "survival" emissions. 

      Although Africa is not to blame for the current state of climate change, we are on the receiving end. During the Climate Change Convention and its Kyoto Protocol, industrialised countries agreed that they are historically and now responsible for the largest share of greenhouse gas emissions. 

      They also agreed to assist developing countries with financial and technological resources to adapt to the

      impact of climate change. The ball is now in their court. They must move quickly to reduce their greenhouse

      gas emissions and fulfil their commitments as our people are dying of "natural" calamities. African

      governments face even more challenges in infrastructural development as their efforts are hampered by the

      impact of climate change. 

      There have been some major international developments in the area of climate change. For example, in

      1979, together with the International Council of Scientific Unions, the World Meteorological Organisation

      (WMO) convened the First World Climate Conference because there was a general agreement that the

      climate was changing at a faster rate than envisioned. 

      In 1988, the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change was established jointly by the WMO and the

      United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) "to study all aspects of possible climatic changes,

      including the socio-economic implications". 

      In 1990, the Second World Climate Conference agreed that urgent action was needed, including international negotiation of a Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

      This was reinforced in 1992 during the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED)  in Rio de Janeiro, during which the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) was opened for  signature. Many governments signed, including Kenya. 

      This October, another such conference will be convened in Moscow. All these conferences reveal the

      concern world leaders have over climate change. 

      Since 1992, there have been at least two global climate change conferences every year in different capital

      cities, including Bonn, the seat of the UNFCCC secretariat. 

      This is not to mention the myriad of regional, sub-regional and national workshops and conferences taking

      place all the time. However, the greatest dilemma remains the failure by industrialised countries to fulfil their commitments. 

      It is now time our governments and citizens began to pressure industrialised countries to remain true to their  commitments as our developmental goals will remain a pipe dream unless climate change is checked. 

      Our governments will not be able to cope with health problems associated with wet conditions - malaria,

      cholera, typhoid and pneumonia - and those associated with dry conditions including diarrhoea,

      conjunctivitis, chest congestion and coughs. 

      This will mean more investments in health by our governments, which already have their hands full with the

      Aids crisis. 

      On the agricultural sector, the challenges will be even more severe. Our food security will be seriously

      affected, with the attendant consequences of starvation and famine. 

      On energy, since 80 per cent of our electricity is hydro-generated, during severe droughts, we shall have

      more power interruptions and blackouts, seriously affecting our industrial output. 

      Considering Africa's level of development, we cannot adapt to the negative impacts of climate change

      without outside intervention. Africa's fate will lie squarely on the doorsteps of the industrialised countries

      responsible for spewing all those greenhouse gases. Their reluctance to reduce these emissions will only

      make matters worse. ___________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

May 16, 2003 Friday 

Gambia; Gov't Develops Stockholm Convention 

The Government of The Gambia is developing a National Implementation Plan (NIP) on Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), which was earlier signed in 2001. 

      The Convention, which represent a major step towards global protection of health and the environment,

      aims to Control POPs with the view of phasing them out. The increase use of these chemicals in developing countries is of a major concern because of the inadequate expertise and infrastructural facilities to ensure sage use, and the Gambia is no exception. 

      In 1997, an inventory of obsolete pesticides including DDT was conducted by the NEA in collaboration with other relevant institutions and the stock was sent to UK for high temperate incineration. 

      The malaria control program also contributes to the curbing of DDT in the country, of which a case study is being jointly implemented by NEA and the National Water and Electricity Company (NAWEC) with a view to minimize or arrest the use of electricity transformers. 

      As a signatory and party to the convention and in order to meet the obligations under the conventions the

      Gambia has to prepare and implement a phase out plan of action. The Action-Plan will outline all aspects of POP management, including information, education and communication mechanism, among others. 

      The National implementation Plan (NIP) project which is expected to last for two years is executed by the

      United Nation Environment Program (UNEP) and implemented by the National Environment Agency (NEA  on behalf of the Gambia Government. The objectives of the project is to prepare the ground for the implementation of the convention in the Gambia, assist in reporting and other obligations under the

      convention, and strengthen the country's national capacity to manage PoPs and chemical. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ST. LOUIS POST=DISPATCH

Rebuilding Iraq may slow cleanup of Kuwait 

Phil Dine 05/16/2003 

WASHINGTON - An unanticipated victim of the war in Iraq may be the environment in Kuwait. 

The United States is pushing behind the scenes to shift funds earmarked for Kuwait and other Persian Gulf nations to repair damage caused by Iraq's 1990 invasion, and instead use the money to rebuild Iraq. 

Under the U.S. plan, which is being floated at the United Nations and is under discussion by diplomats in Washington and Geneva, the share of Iraqi oil revenue going to compensate Persian Gulf countries for damages, now at 25 percent, would be cut to 5 percent. 

That would free up billions of dollars to restore order and services in Iraq, which is marked by chaos following the U.S.-led overthrow of Saddam Hussein. 

But it would do so at the expense of prolonging by decades, or even a century, the payment of funds needed for environmental cleanup, say Kuwait's representatives. Also affected are Saudi Arabia and companies and individuals in the region who filed claims against Iraq for economic or environmental damage. 

John Lonsberg, a St. Louis lawyer who is Kuwait's lead attorney, and who is currently involved in reparations hearings before the United Nations Compensation Commission in Geneva, said the U.S. plan "has been very quietly put on the table." 

"To us, it's very troubling," Lonsberg said. "It indicates that the payments cycle could be unbelievably long. Before, it was possible that the claims could be paid out in the next 20 years. This would extend it by many factors. How believable is it that the international will would remain in place that long?" 

Kuwait is still reeling from environmental damage caused by the Iraqi occupation, including 600 oil fires set by departing Iraqi troops fleeing the U.S.-led coalition in 1991. Large swaths of the desert are paved over with oil-fire residue that descended from plumes of black smoke. There are many square miles of free-standing oil lakes. The coastline is full of oil slicks and much of the country's scarce drinking water is polluted, as a result of what U.N. officials have called history's worst environmental disaster. 

While Kuwaiti officials recognize the need to rebuild Iraq, they ask that their country's needs not be forgotten, Lonsberg said. Kuwaiti and Saudi diplomats in Washington declined to publicly discuss the issue, a sensitive one given their alliance with the United States. 

The State Department drafted the U.S. resolution late last week as part of a broader reconfiguring of the oil revenue program. It contends that it is trying to meet the needs of all parties. 

"It's a matter of striking a balance between taking care of the urgent needs of the Iraqi people and compensating international victims," said a State Department official, speaking on the condition of anonymity. The State Department declined numerous requests over the past few days to speak on the record about the issue. 

The official said that Iraqi oil revenue might well rise with the end of Saddam's tyranny, lessening the impact of the percentage change on Kuwait's compensation. But she acknowledged that "it's almost impossible to estimate how long it's going to take" to pay Kuwait under the new scheme. Danielle Pletka, who runs the foreign policy and defense section at the American Enterprise Institute, says the administration is in a tough spot over the reparations. "It's a crippling burden, is the bottom line," she said. "There's no question that though there's justice on the Kuwaiti side, there's also justice on the Iraqi side. Bearing the burden of Saddam's crimes is very hard to deal with." U.S. priorities have understandably shifted from righting past wrongs to providing a future for Iraq, said Sheba Crocker of the postconflict reconstruction project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. She is a former State Department attorney and member of the National Security staff. "The United States and the United Kingdom are making the decisions and they will be driving the reconstruction agenda," Crocker said. "They have an interest in having oil money used for reconstruction, because otherwise the U.S. or U.K. taxpayer would be on the hook to pick it up." But, she added, there "has been no public discussion" about the U.S. proposal, and that will have to occur before there can be "a decision by the international community." At the same time, diplomatic sources say, few countries seem anxious to challenge the U.S. lead on this matter. Beyond the practical economics is a question of principle that will have to be decided, said Tamara Wittes, Middle East specialist at the United States Institute of Peace: Should a successor regime in Iraq be compelled to pay for a war it didn't prosecute, but the criminal predecessor regime did? As one example of the Persian Gulf War's environmental impact, Kuwait had the world's smallest per capita supply of fresh water before the conflict, and in the aftermath, one of the country's two aquifers was contaminated, and oil is migrating toward the other. Kuwait, about the size of the San Francisco Bay area, already has spent more than $50 billion of its own money to repair the damage, about four or five times its gross domestic product, and it is unclear how much more it can afford, Lonsberg said. Kuwait's government, companies and individuals have filed claims of $177 billion, and thus far, the compensation panel has paid $9 billion. It still owes Kuwait $25.5 billion, and most environmental claims have not yet been heard. Kuwait is halfway through a five-year, $100 million study funded by the panel to assess the precise damage and how best to remedy it. Kuwait's claims are being handled by the St. Louis law firm Bryan Cave, which has the largest practice of any American firm in Kuwait and in the overall Middle East. Lonsberg runs the firm's international practice. The claims constitute millions of pages of documents and fill a "massive room" in St. Louis, Lonsberg said. Judith Kipper, director of the Middle East program at the Council on Foreign Relations, said the quiet nature of the discussion over changing the formula suggests that the U.S. proposal could be adjusted. That depends partly, she said, on how much American and Arab goodwill that Kuwait is willing to risk. Ed Chow of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace said that while Kuwait and the other claimants were understandably concerned about getting their reparations, allowing Iraq to rebuild its economy might offer the best chance of being compensated fully in the long run. 

Problems to come 

Carnegie's Martha Alcott said that the rebuilding costs in Iraq were so enormous that there was no way the administration could rely on tax money. 

"And the international community surely wasn't going to sign on for a donor program for a war they didn't want," she said. 

"The only way to finance reconstruction is through oil money, and there's only going to be so much of that. No matter how worthy the other people are who are supposed to get that money, they're not going to have the same urgency. We want to run postwar Iraq, we didn't want to see it revert to international hands, but we're just beginning to get a sense of the magnitude of the task," she said. 

Jim Walsh, director of Harvard's program on nuclear security and military proliferation, said the problem reflected a broader issue that would intensify as reconstruction proceeds. 

For years, Iraq has been subjected to international agreements covering weapons inspections, compensation payments and the oil-for-food program. 

"It's within that environment that the U.S. is trying to function as administrator and a reconstruction agent," Walsh said. "Iraq is arguably the most-regulated country in the world from an international standpoint, following the Persian Gulf War. 

"Now, having spent their blood and treasure, the U.S. and U.K. feel that they're the ones that should be conducting the reconstruction campaign in Iraq. They're in no mood to give power to the United Nations, which didn't support the U.S. in the first place. But all these U.N. resolutions and agreements didn't disappear just because the U.S. intervened. We can expect this will continue to be a problem." 

Reporter Philip Dine: E-mail: pdine@post-dispatch.com Phone: 202-298-6880 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

EU assembly tells polluters to pay debts to nature
  STRASBOURG, France - The European Parliament approved a bill this week that would force companies to pay to clean up the mess they create in nature. 

  The bill, viewed as impossibly burdensome by industry even before its latest, tougher version, was passed 312 to 179. To become law, it must win approval from EU governments when they consider it in June. 

  The bill would make potentially hazardous industries liable for damage not only to persons and property but also for "unowned" nature, which has environmental, but often no financial value. 

  Parliamentarians said their tough stance was affected by a "Prestige effect" - the impact on public opinion of the sinking of the Prestige oil tanker off Spain last year which devastated pristine wildlife on the Galician coast. 

  Environmental groups, which want firms to pay for chemical leaks, oil spills and sewage pollution, applauded parliament for removing what they called "get-out clauses" in the original proposal submitted by the European Commission. 

  "Parliamentarians have rejected broad exceptions which would have given industry automatic immunity from liability in many cases. This brings us one step closer to implementing the 'polluter pays' principle across Europe," said Rosanna Micciche of campaign group  Greenpeace. 

  Industry said the bill would bring unknown costs and mischievous legal suits from pressure groups. British conservatives argued the cost in their country alone would run 1.8 billion pounds (2.53 billion euros) annually. 

  NEW FORM OF INSURANCE 

  The European industry lobby group Unice said parliament had made a bad bill worse by removing the right for firms to get out of liability claims by proving they had permits to operate a polluting activity. 

  The industry group also criticised a requirement for financial guarantees such as insurance to cover the risks. 

  "We have always said it will be difficult to get insurance cover because it is hard to assess the costs involved. It's important to see if this will be available and at a reasonable price," Unice's Erik Berggren said. 

  But Dutch Green parliamentarian Alex de Roo said mandatory insurance would be a new opportunity for the financial sector and also drive home the need to prevent ecological disasters. 

  "With insurance, if you behave well the premium goes down. This gives a financial incentive for companies to encourage their employees to take more care," de Roo said. 

  Parliament added nuclear power and oil transport to the measure. 

  The law would not cover environmental damage that might be caused by genetically modified crops but parliament called for the Commission to draft a separate bill on this. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 19 May 2003

UN or UNEP in the news


'Launch campaign for sustainable use of natural resources'

Daily Star News (Bangladesh), May 17, 2003 - A senior official of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) yesterday laid importance on massive campaign for sustainable use of natural resources as Bangladesh is most vulnerable to environmental changes. 
Bangladesh should step up campaign to raise awareness about various environmental threats like climate change, said Peter Repinski, associate expert of the UNEP in Asia Pacific region, at a roundtable in the city. 
Peter, stationed in UNEP office in Bangkok, is now on a visit to Bangladesh. 
Newly floated 'Nature Alliance' organised the roundtable with the slogan 'Little Care Today, Better World Tomorrow.' 
Presided over by convenor of the Nature Alliance Mohiuddin Babar, it was addressed by environmental experts, eminent educationists, journalists, members of the civil society and professionals. 
The UNEP official said Bangladesh is on the list of countries which are at high risk of environmental changes. 
He urged the government, civil society and NGOs to raise awareness to save the environment. 
Lauding the initiative of Nature Alliance, he said the UNEP would work closely with it to improve the environmental situation in Bangladesh. 
Chief Engineer of Dhaka WASA Qazi Mohammad Sish depicted a gloom picture of water supply system in the capital city. About 20 per cent of the city population do not have access to WASA water, he said. 
The city faces a shortage of 13 crore litre of WASA water each day while around 45 per cent water is being wasted, he said. 
The chief engineer blamed the big government offices and institutions like secretariat and Dhaka medical College Hospital for the wastage of water. 
He called for sustainable use of water and said that the current crisis can be resolved to a great extent if the wastage and leakage of water are stopped.
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200305/17/n3051710.htm#BODY5 

Minister assures support to GC implementation 

Dawn, Pakistan, May 17, 2003 (By Our Reporter) - ISLAMABAD, May 16: Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar on Thursday pledged full support of the Government of Pakistan in implementing the UN Global Compact (GC) for harnessing the potentialities of private entrepreneurship with needs of human society. 
Speaking at a function to mark the Media Launch of the GC, he acknowledged that the Compact could lead to poverty alleviation and national development and thus help in the government's policy in that direction. The function was attended by government representatives, various Islamabad-based UN agencies, employers and civil society organisations. 
Fasihul Karim Siddiqi, Chairman Employers Federation of Pakistan (EFP) Multilateral Policy-Coordination Committee, and Sohail Altaf, representative of Federation of Pakistan Federation of Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI), endorsed the objectives of the GC and assured the UN representatives of their full support in its implementation. 
Explaining the GC concept, Onder Yucer, UN Resident Coordinator in Pakistan, said it was proposed in January 1999 by the UN Secretary General at the World Economic Forum when he asked the business leaders to contribute to a more sustainable market by embracing and implementing nine principles in the areas of human rights, labour and environment. 
The government and the UN system in Pakistan, Mr Yucer said, recognised that the business sector had much to contribute to development challenges and progress of the country. 
Initiatives such as the GC, he pointed out, had a special significance in view of the fact that Pakistan was striving to enhance the investment level, privatisation process and business relations with other countries. 
In this context, the UN system proposed, in consultation with key stakeholders in the government, private and labour sectors, to launch the GC in Pakistan later this year as a framework for better interaction and increased partnership between the public and the private sectors. 
Acknowledging its critical role in advocating and raising awareness about this initiative, the UNDP official said, "We see the media as a partner to mobilise a critical mass of business leaders and promote a corporate behaviour conducive to realisation of GC's objectives." 
While acting as the lead advocate for Corporate Governance and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), the UN system would define and try to implement concrete partnership projects within the priorities of UN Development Assistance Framework which has just been agreed to by the Government of Pakistan. 
Under this framework, four priority areas of cooperation have been chosen: participatory governance, poverty alleviation, health and education. 
Mr Yucer officially announced the launch of Pakistan Global Compact web site - www.globalcompact.org.pk. The lead agencies involved in implementation of GC are the UNDP, Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), ILO and the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP). 
Mr J. Lokollo, Director ILO Office, Islamabad, drew the audience's attention to the UN secretary general's statement that if the private sector, as a dominant engine of growth and principal creator of value and managerial resources, does not deliver economic growth and economic opportunities - equitable and sustainable around the world - then peace "will remain fragile and social justice will be a distant dream". 
Dr Hafiz Pasha, UN Assistant Secretary General and Director UNDP Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, in his speech, elaborated the significance of GC for Pakistan
http://www.dawn.com/2003/05/17/nat30.htm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

Tribune de Genève : Sadruddin Aga Khan: mort d’un prince idéaliste

L’ancien haut-commissaire aux Refugiés est mort lundi aux Etats-Unis à l’âge de 70 ans.

Libération, 16 mai: Environnement. Une étude piste le poison dans les puits d'Asie.


UN or UNEP in the news

Arsenic et bactéries, couple mortel
Alors que des populations entières d'Asie ont été lourdement contaminées par l'arsenic des eaux souterraines, une étude, publiée dans un dossier spécial de la revue Science, détaille les mécanismes d'apparition du terrible métal dans les puits de la région (1).

Creusés à la va-vite. Combien sont-ils ? Cent cinquante millions au moins, deux cents millions, peut-être plus. Ces habitants d'Asie, principalement du Bangladesh, mais également d'Inde, de Thaïlande, de Birmanie, du Népal, ont bu une eau lourdement contaminée à l'arsenic pendant près de vingt ans. Une eau tirée des vingt millions de forages percés dans les années 80 sur les conseils des experts l'ONU.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=110917
General environment news

Le Figaro, 16 mai: Action de Greenpeace à Sète contre le commerce du bois libérien

SETE (AFP) - Une trentaine d'activistes de l'association écologiste Greenpeace ont investi la zone industrielle du port de Sète (Hérault) jeudi et peint des slogans sur des troncs d'arbre, dénonçant l'importation de bois du Liberia et son utilisation selon eux par le gouvernement français, a constaté l'AFP. L'association écologiste entendait dénoncer par cette action les exportations de bois des forêts tropicales en provenance du Libéria dont le commerce, qui sera soumis à embargo à partir du 7 juillet, finance selon Greenpeace les conflits au Libéria et en Sierra Leone.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030515125611.4m2629fy.html
Le Figaro, 16 mai : Energies renouvelables: Bachelot propose la mise à l'étude de quotas

PARIS (AFP) - La ministre de l'Ecologie, Roselyne Bachelot, a lancé jeudi l'idée de quotas obligatoires d'énergies renouvelables pour les producteurs d'électricité afin de stimuler l'essor de ces filières énergétiques non polluantes.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030515172521.ll87gtxh.html
___________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **UN Witnesses Ceasefire Agreement for Ituri

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Amos Namanga  Ngongi, today witnessed the signing in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, of a ceasefire agreement for the Ituri region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

           The signatories included DRC President Joseph Kabila, representatives of the democratically-elected Ituri Pacification Commission and leaders of the various armed groups who have been fighting for control of Ituri’s  administrative capital, Bunia.  By the agreement, the parties also recommit to the political process, agree to canton  their troops within their respective headquarters and support the immediate deployment of a multinational force.

           This morning, the Secretary-General sent a letter to the President of the Security Council saying that he

     considers it likely that the situation in Bunia could worsen and asking Council members to urgently consider his  proposal for the rapid deployment to Bunia of a highly-trained and well-equipped multinational force.

           That force would be under the lead of a Member State, he said, and would be authorized under the Chapter VII  enforcement provision of the Charter.  It would stay in position only until the UN peacekeeping mission in the country could be considerably reinforced.

           Because the situation in Bunia threatens to undermine the peace process in the DRC and thereby threaten  international peace and security in the region, he concluded, the international community must act decisively.

           The search for troop-contributors to the multinational force continues to go well, with generous responses from several Member States offering both troops and logistical and financial support.

           Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guehenno is briefing Council Members on the latest developments in the eastern DRC, as we speak.  He reports that the situation in Bunia continues to be  volatile.  Attempts by the UN to broker a local ceasefire have so far been unsuccessful, although there was no fighting in the town today.

           Two UN military observers continue to be missing, and the search for them continues.

           Humanitarian agencies took advantage today of a brief lull in fighting to increase the number of humanitarian  personnel in Bunia to 20 and to step up services.  There are now about 12,000 civilians seeking refuge with the UN,  4,000 at the Headquarters compound in Bunia, 6,000 at the UN logistical base at the airport and 2,000 along the  airport road.

           They have been given plastic sheeting and high protein biscuits, as water and sanitation experts work to

     restore electricity and water supplies to the town.  Humanitarian workers are also setting up latrines at the camps and  are establishing a cholera clinic.  Congolese Red Cross personnel are clearing dead bodies from the streets.

           The UN Mission issued a press release today providing more gruesome details on the deaths that have

     occurred in Bunia during the week, and it’s available in my office, along with a UNICEF press release describing their activities in Bunia.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council, following consultations on the situation in the DRC, is expected to introduce a draft  presidential statement.

           Earlier this morning, the Security Council held a private meeting with troop-contributors on the mission in Timor-Leste.

           **Central Africa Message

           In a message to the 19th ministerial meeting of the UN Standing Committee on Security Issues in Central Africa, the Secretary-General noted that there had a been a number of positive developments in the region, notably the  political reconciliation in Angola and the Republic of the Congo.

           Nevertheless, the Secretary-General said, the peace process in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, as  well as other countries, remains fragile and it is clear that the signing of ceasefire or peace agreements are not enough –- the parties must honour their agreements and work with good will to implement them.

           Leaders, he said, must have the courage to put the interest of their people above their own personal interest. 

     They must truly choose the path of dialogue and fight with determination against the violation of human rights and ensure that civilians are given the protection they have a right to expect.

           The full text of the message, which was delivered in Brazzaville by the Secretary-General’s Representative in  the Central African Republic, General Lamine Cissé, is available in French in my office.

           **Iraq

           Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs Kenzo Oshima arrived in Baghdad earlier today to gain a  first-hand appreciation of the humanitarian situation in the Iraqi capital.

           Oshima met with the Heads of UN Humanitarian Agencies in Iraq and spent 90 minutes discussing the

     problems they currently face in delivering emergency relief.  Principal among these is the lack of security, which is  seriously hampering the ability of the UN to deliver humanitarian assistance to those who need it.

           He then met with a number of senior Iraqi officials from the ministries of trade, labour and social affairs and foreign affairs.  The Iraqis told him that the delivery of humanitarian assistance would change the somewhat negative view that many Iraqis hold of the United Nations because of the sanctions regime.  They also raised the issue of security, which they said was a serious problem that needed a rapid solution.

           During a subsequent meeting with US Presidential Envoy for Iraq, L. Paul Bremer, and officials from the Office  of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance, Oshima raised the UN’s concern with security.  Another issue raised with US officials was the payment of salaries to civil servants.  Public sector workers must be paid if essential services  are to continue, Oshima said.

           Oshima will visit Basra tomorrow and Umm Qasr on Sunday.

           Also, this weekend, UN Children’s Fund Executive Director Carol Bellamy will arrive in Iraq to draw attention to  the difficult situation of children.  Her three-day stay will encompass activities in Baghdad and the north of the country.

           More information on these items is available upstairs.

           **Iraq –- Displaced Persons

           The Secretary-General’s Representative on Internally Displaced Persons, Francis Deng, today issued a

     statement underscoring the need to address the problems of the 1 million people previously displaced in Iraq because of the policies of Saddam Hussein’s Government, as well as those caused by the current expulsion of people from their homes by others who are seeking to reclaim their own lost homes and properties.

           The Representative suggests that, in northern Iraq, all relevant authorities should undertake the rebuilding and de-mining of thousands of destroyed Kurdish villages, so that Kurds can return to their home areas.

           He asks for an Iraqi commission, with a representative ethnic and religious makeup, to be established in the  Kirkuk areas to enable all displaced persons to regain their land and property, while assuring fairness for the more than  200,000 Arabs who have been brought into these areas.  Deng adds there must be an acknowledgement of the  damage done to the Marsh Arabs and their culture and habitat in southern Iraq.  We have his statement upstairs.

           **DSG in Brussels

           Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette continued her visit to Brussels today, meeting this morning with Chris Patten, the European Commission’s External Relations Commissioner.

           Following that meeting, she addressed the Council of Ministers of the joint African, Caribbean and Pacific  Group and the European Union.  She said a lot had changed in the world since the adoption of the Millennium  Development Goals three years ago, making achieving the goals more challenging.  The goals can be achieved, she  said, “only if efforts in developing countries are supported by those with the means to provide the official development assistance, the debt relief, market access and stimulation of foreign direct investment that are needed”.

           She went on to say that the United Nations is mounting a four-pronged strategy to support the Goals.  The  first is to develop the tools to monitor progress at the global, regional and country level.  Second is the launching of the Millennium Project, to identify the best strategies and practices for achieving the goals, and the Millennium Campaign is the third prong, to build popular and political support for the Goals.  Finally, she said the United Nations would concentrate efforts to provide concrete, coordinated assistance to partner countries.

           She will return to New York tomorrow, and we have the full text of her speech upstairs.

           **Lubbers in West Africa

           The High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers, who is in Sierra Leone today, has described the situation in neighboring Liberia as going from “bad to worse”.

           During the meeting yesterday with Sierra Leone President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, Lubbers praised the

     progress the West African country has made in normalizing the situation after 10 years of civil war.  He also urged the  Sierra Leone leader to continue supporting the return of Sierra Leone refugees from neighbouring countries.

           Lubbers visited a camp housing Liberian refugees to check to what extent women are now involved in the management of the camps, food distribution and other key tasks.  The need for greater involvement in the management  of camps by refugee women was one of the key recommendations made in the wake of allegations of sexual abuse in  West African refugee camps last year.

           **UNHCR and Colombia

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today signed an agreement with the

     Colombian Senate and its human rights commission to reinforce the Senate’s capacity to legislate on internal displacement issues. 

           Under the agreement, UNHCR will help with the dissemination and promotion of national and international refugee and internal displacement legislation and will provide advice and specialized training for members of the Senate and other institutions.  UNHCR will also advise on mechanisms to protect the rights of internally displaced persons (IDPs), to prevent displacement and provide assistance to displaced persons.  Official government statistics put the number of IDPs in Colombia at about 1 million, while NGOs claim the figure is nearer 3 million. 

           We have a press release with more information.

           **World Health Assembly

           The 56th World Health Assembly will start next week on Monday in Geneva, and will end the following Friday. 

     Highlights of this year’s meeting of the 192 Member States will include the confirmation of the new WHO Director-General, Dr. Jong-Wook Lee from the  Republic of Korea, and the possible adoption of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, which would be WHO’s first global treaty.

           WHO is scheduling a series of daily media briefings on key global public health issues throughout the

     Assembly, including the latest on SARS and emerging global epidemics, tobacco control and the post-conflict health  challenges in Iraq.

           In other news, WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland today had consultations with representatives of 15 leading health and consumer NGOs, to discuss the growing toll of death and disability from chronic diseases. 

     Further consultations are scheduled in June with UN agencies and industry trade associations.  The outcomes of  these consultations will be used for the drafting of the Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health, which will  be presented to the World Health Assembly in 2004.

           We have a press release on that.

           **Week Ahead at the United Nations

           And we have the Week Ahead for you.

           That’s all I have.  Akram?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Did you mention that there is an assessment of damages of the Arab Marshes and is there any

     plan to try to help these people?

           Spokesman:  I have nothing to add to what I said.  If you missed some of it, you can pick up the text after the  briefing.  Yes?

           Question:  I heard there are reports today that Sergio Vieira de Mello may be a candidate for the

     Secretary-General’s Special Representative to Iraq.  Is he someone that the Secretary-General has been considering  or…?

           Spokesman:  We don’t discuss whom the Secretary-General is considering for this job.  The [Security]

     Council is still debating the resolution and a decision will not be made until after the resolution is adopted.  And until  then, Mr. Vieira de Mello is very busy as the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and we’ll make an announcement  when the time comes as to who the Secretary-General’s choice for the Iraq job would be.

           Good, enjoy your weekend.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Paradise" ��Austin American-Statesman (Texas) - Longing for a lost paradise�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Arabs" ��The Oregonian - Iraq's marsh Arabs, modern Sumerians archaeologists discover striking      similarities between the Ma'adan, whom Saddam Hussein tried to destroy, and an ancient civilization�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Law" ��TASS  - Symposium on environmental law for judges opens on Ukraine�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Floods" ��ENS -  Storms, Floods across Africa Claim Many Lives�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Support" ��Dawn - Minister assures support to GC implementation�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Resources" ��Daily Star (Bangladesh) - 'Launch campaign for sustainable use of natural resources'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Climate" ��Africa News  - Kenya; Expect Worse Effects of Climate Change� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Gambia" ��Africa News - Gambia; Gov't Develops Stockholm Convention� 
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