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Jakarta Post

Set for ban, DDT lingers in battle against malaria 
Few poisons have ridden such a rollercoaster through environmental history as DDT.

Once hailed as a miracle pesticide, DDT is outlawed as one of a "Dirty Dozen" chemicals from May 17 even as it stays in use as a controversial spray against malaria-spreading mosquitoes. 

The man who discovered its power to kill insects won a Nobel Prize in 1948, while shock at its damage to wildlife awoke a global environmental movement in the 1960s. 

Into the 21st century, countries including South Africa and Ethiopia still swear by DDT to combat malaria, which kills a million people a year. They say there is scant evidence that DDT is carcinogenic for humans. 

"There is still a role for DDT," said Jim Willis, head of the UN Environment Program (UNEP) chemicals division, estimating that about 25 countries will use DDT under exemptions from the DDT pesticide ban. 

DDT is one of 12 industrial chemicals to be outlawed under the UN's 2001 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). 

Developing countries have a difficult choice in using a known poison to spray homes yet malaria kills one African child every 30 seconds, according to U.N. estimates. The disease burdens health budgets and curbs economic growth. 

Best known by its "DDT" initials, dichloro-diphenyl-trichloromethylmethane can suppress the immune system and is infamous for threatening bird populations by thinning eggshells. 

No health damage? 

"We have seen no conclusive evidence that it (spraying) has any impact on human health. We put very small quantities of DDT on the wall," said Devanand Moonasar, national malaria program manager of South Africa's National Department of Health. 

"We spray only under the eaves and also inside the houses of traditional mud structures," he said, adding that spraying was normally from August to October when mosquitoes were worst. 

Still, workers use full protective clothing for spraying, and UN warnings about DDT and the rest of the "Dirty Dozen" POPs are stark. 

"Of all the pollutants released into the environment every year by human activity, POPS are the most dangerous," said UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer, adding that the world should hunt for alternatives to DDT to control malaria. 

DDT and other POPs including dioxins or pesticides like aldrin or chlordane are found worldwide but build into highest concentrations in the fatty tissues of people in the Arctic and in animals from polar bears to seals. 

In the heavily industrialized northern hemisphere, the chemicals are swept north by ocean currents and winds and end up lodging in fatty tissues in the apparently pristine Arctic. 

"There is a conflict between the interests of the people in the Arctic and those who are living in areas where DDT is used," said Lars-Otto Reiersen, head of the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme. 

He said that a main modern source of DDT in the Arctic was Russia -- measurements showed that it was still in use there, perhaps as a crop spray. Russia has signed but not yet ratified the POPs convention. 

Most western countries banned DDT in the 1970s. 

The WWF environmental group said that more efforts should be put into finding less toxic alternatives to DDT in fighting malaria. "It's still a very dangerous chemical," said Samantha Smith, director of the WWF's Arctic Programme. 

Napoleon's lice 

Towards the end of World War Two, DDT was found to be potent in killing lice that spread typhus among soldiers. Lice-borne diseases had ravaged armies throughout history, including Napoleon's forces in his ill-fated 1812 march to Moscow. 

"Unexpectedly, dramatically, practically out of the blue, DDT appeared as a deus ex machina," said Sweden's G. Fischer in a speech awarding the 1948 Nobel Medicine Prize to Switzerland's Paul Hermann Muller for his DDT discovery. 

But in 1962, U.S. author Rachel Carson made DDT infamous in her landmark book Silent Spring, detailing the risks of using industrial chemicals. The book is credited with spurring global environmental awareness. 

UNEP's Willis said there was hope for a world rid of DDT, but that it could take decades. 

"Mexico recently stopped using DDT, and they've seen at the same time a reduction in malaria rates," he said. 

He said that broader anti-malaria policies included clearing stagnant water where mosquitoes breed, placing nets around beds at night, targeted use of alternative anti-mosquito pesticides and development of new medicines. -- Alister Doyle 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MSNBC.Com

Dirty dozen' chemicals phase-out begins
Bush administration promises to adhere to it

The Associated Press

Updated: 10:17 a.m. ET May 18, 2004

WASHINGTON - A global treaty phasing out a dozen highly toxic chemicals took effect Monday without the United States, though the Bush administration promised to abide by it.

	


The Senate has yet to ratify the treaty, and Congress hasn’t passed legislation to carry it out because of a disagreement over whether to add more toxic chemicals to the ban later. Nevertheless, the United States will comply with it “wherever we have the current legal authority,” said Claudia McMurray, deputy assistant secretary of state for environment.

The United Nations-sponsored Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, or POPs, aims to ban or severely restrict 12 chemicals commonly known as the “dirty dozen.” Among them are dioxins and DDT, a pesticide.

Bush backing
“We’re glad that the agreement has come into force, and there’s still strong support from the president on down for the United States becoming a party to it,” McMurray said.

President Bush, whose environmental stances came under attack within weeks of taking office, hailed the treaty as a major breakthrough in a pre-Earth Day speech in April 2001. A month later, the United States and 90 other countries signed the treaty, which Clinton Administration officials had negotiated.

France became the 50th nation to sign in February, 90 days before the treaty was to take effect. Klaus Toepfer, director of the U.N. Environment Program, said more than $500 million would be spent helping countries ban the chemicals.

Brooks Yeager, a vice president of World Wildlife Fund, said “whales, polar bears, birds of prey and people throughout the world will benefit.”

The 12 toxic chemicals tend to persist in the environment, travel long distances and accumulate in the food chain. They are PCBs, dioxins, furans, DDT and the pesticides aldrin, hexachlorobenzene, chlordane, mirex, toxaphene, dieldrin, endrin and heptachlor. Many of these, such as PCBs, have been linked to cancer and other diseases.

Some DDT use allowed
The use of DDT to combat malaria along World Health Organization guidelines would be allowed to continue in some countries until a safer means to control the disease are developed.

Although the chemicals are banned from production for use in the United States, the Environmental Protection Agency lacks the authority to ban any U.S. chemical manufacturers from exporting them, McMurray said.

The administration, she said, will “push very hard in the next few months” to get Congress to approve legislation. “What we’re looking for here is to protect our own citizens against emissions from other countries,” she said.

________________________________________________________________________________________

AllAfrica.com

UNEP Report Seeks Urgent Action to Protect Bamboo from Extinction 
Vanguard (Lagos) 
NEWS
May 18, 2004 
Posted to the web May 18, 2004 

By Jude Njoku & Kingsley Adegboye
Urgent action is needed to protect one of the world's most ancient life forms and the species that depend on it. A new study estimates that as many as half of the world's 1200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction as a result of massive forest destruction. 

Consequently, many extraordinary and vulnerable species such as lemurs, giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter face an even-greater struggle for survival. 

Millions of people use wild bamboo for construction, handicrafts and food. And international trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than $2 billion annually. 

The study, produced by INBAR (International Network for Bamboo and Rattan) and UNEP-WCMC (United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre), is the most comprehensive ever undertaken on the subject and uses novel analyses to combine data on the distributions of bamboo species and on existing forest cover. It shows that many bamboo species, including relatives of those cultivated commercially, have tiny amounts of forest remaining within their native ranges. 

Some 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2000 km2 of forest (an area the size of London, UK) remaining within their ranges. This study shows locations of high forest bamboo diversity and the areas where deforestation risks are highest, creating a valuable planning tool for conservation action. 

The extraordinary life cycle of bamboos -- individuals of each species flower once simultaneously every 20 to 100 years and then die -- make them especially vulnerable to rapid deforestation that is restricting the areas in which they can survive. 

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said: "Bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on earth with high economic and conservation value. Many curious and unique species depend on bamboo. Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef. Yet until now, their status and condition have been largely ignored with many species taken for granted. This new report highlights how vital it is now for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species." 

"Governments at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) two years ago agreed to reduce the rate of loss of biodiversity. This new report makes it clear that conserving bamboo, for the sake of people and for the sake of wildlife, should have a high priority in this global effort," he said. 

Ian Hunter, Director General, International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR), comments: "The report is the first step towards quantifying existing resources of bamboo. The survival of many potentially important bamboo species may be threatened as they grow in forests that are shrinking under human pressure. INBAR is greatly concerned about this potential loss of biodiversity and wishes to encourage both in-situ and ex-situ conservation." 

Mark Collins, Director of UNEP-WCMC, explains that the researchers have used unique mapping techniques to identify for the first time the worldwide distribution of bamboos and this has revealed some surprising findings: "Woody bamboos are important world-wide. Many people will be surprised to learn they are found not only in Asia but also in the forests of the Amazon and the Andes and even in African cloud forests. 

"They are associated with threatened plant species and many highly specialised animal species including the bamboo lemurs of Madagascar, Giant Pandas, Mountain Gorillas, and tiny species such as the world's second smallest bat (3.5cm), which roosts inside bamboo stems." 

Peter Wyse-Jackson, Interim Chairman of the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation, has welcomed the report and comments that it is an important contribution to implementing the CBD's Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, which aims to halt the current and continuing loss of plant diversity. 

"By assessing conservation status, identifying areas important for bamboo diversity and in-situ conservation of threatened species, and providing information on the use of wild species, the Bamboo Biodiversity report contributes directly to implementation of the Global Strategy and achievement of its targets" 

Nadia Bystriakova, the report"s lead author, concludes. "The study recommends recognising the "at risk" status of many bamboos and developing new strategies and efforts to slow the loss of forest and secure the survival of important forest species like bamboos." 

Valuable renewable resource 
International trade in products from cultivated bamboo is valued at US $2 billion annually. Among the internationally traded products derived from this important renewable resource are edible bamboo shoots, furniture and paper. The commercial potential of many wild species has yet to be evaluated. Millions of people depend on wild bamboos for food, construction material, furniture and even musical instruments. The uses of bamboo range from acupuncture needles to zithers, from flooring to firewood and paper to posts. 

The report identifies unique and endangered species, whose fates are intimately linked with those of bamboos, in every region where bamboos occur. 

In Asia these include the red panda and Himalayan black bear, and perhaps best known, the giant panda. 

In Africa, mountain gorillas depend on bamboos for up to 90% of their diet in some seasons. The survival in the wild of the mountain bongo depends on conservation of the bamboo thickets to which it migrates during the dry season. 

In Madagascar, the critically endangered greater and golden bamboo lemurs depend on bamboo for much of their diet, and the rarest tortoise in the world, the ploughshare tortoise, is also intimately connected with bamboos. 

In South America, the spectacled bear, the mountain tapir and many endangered bird species are connected with bamboo in the Andes, Amazon and Atlantic forests. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA Press

Loss of forest endangers wild bamboo - Report

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Urgent action is needed to protect bamboo forests and the animal species that depend on it, observes a new study by the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and

International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (RNBR). 

The study, a first on global bamboo biodiversity, estimates that about half the world's 1,200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction as a result of massive forest destruction.

It said many extraordinary and vulnerable species such as lemurs, giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter also face an even-greater struggle for survival.

Millions of people use wild bamboo for construction, handicrafts and food. And international trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than US$2 billion annually, the report indicates.

"Bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on earth with high economic and conservation value. Many curious and unique species depend on bamboo.

"Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef. Yet until now, their status and condition have been largely ignored with many species taken for granted," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer.

"This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species," he added.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Star Online

The Bamboo, a versatile plant
By PAUL BROWN and PATRICIA REANEY 

With half of the world’s bamboo species in danger of extinction, what hope is there left for the panda whose diet consists of only bamboo? 

As many as half of the world’s 1,200 woody bamboo species, one of the planet’s most useful but least studied plants, face extinction because of forest destruction, according to the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC) in Cambridge, south-east England. 

In the first comprehensive study of the bamboo, scientists say that trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef, yet their value has been largely ignored. 
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	Bamboo figures strongly in traditional societies, and is used to make, among other things, baskets, as well as houses and rafts. 


The extraordinary lifestyle of bamboos – individuals of each species flower once simultaneously every 20 to 100 years and then die – makes them difficult to study, and vulnerable to rapid deforestation. 

Bamboo, an ancient form of giant grass, is called the “wood of the poor” in India and the “friend of the people” in China because of its diverse use in everything from food and cooking to furniture, paper, musical instruments, boats and houses. Some species can grow at great speed, up to 1.2m a day. A single bamboo clump can produce up to 14.4km of usable pole in its lifetime. They are a major food source both for animals and people.  

The most famous animal which relies on bamboo for its survival is the giant panda, but many other specialist creatures, including a tiny bat that lives in bamboo beetle holes, the mountain gorilla, the lemurs of Madagascar and spectacled bears, all need species of bamboo to survive. 

The report Bamboo Diversity, sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), maps for the first time the location of all the known species. The most alarming finding was that 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2,000sqkm (about the size of London) remaining within their ranges. 
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	The red panda is one among the many animals that feed and depend on bamboo.


It also pinpointed areas of high concentrations of bamboo in southern China, Madagascar, and parts of the south-east Amazon and Atlantic forest of Brazil. 

UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer: “Bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on earth with high economic and conservation value. Many curious and unique species depend on bamboo. The trade is very valuable but until now the status and condition have been largely ignored. 

“This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species.” 

The lead author of the report team, Nadia Bystriakova said: “The ‘at risk’ status of bamboo must be recognised and measures taken to slow the loss of forest in the areas where bamboo is vulnerable.” 

Co-author Valerie Kapos described the report as a global wake-up call and used existing knowledge about the range of bamboo species and combined it with current forest distribution to determine the impact of deforestation on bamboo species. 
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	Africa’s mountain bongo also depends on the conservation of bamboo forests for its survival.


“Now we need to look much more closely at the dynamics of what is going on. We need to look more closely at the processes that are threatening the species, determine which species are the most threatened, and take conservation action in the areas where those species are concentrated,” said Kapos, a WCMC ecologist. 

Many bamboos are grown commercially, particularly in China and other parts of Asia, but species that might be useful are in danger of disappearing before they have been studied. 

Ian Hunter, the director-general of the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan, an organisation set up to try to prevent bamboo from disappearing, said some species must be collected and conserved to avoid them going extinct. 

Peter Wyse-Jackson, Interim Chairman of the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation, has welcomed the report and comments that it is an important contribution to implementing the Convention on Biological Diversity’s Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, which aims to halt the current and continuing loss of plant diversity.  

“By assessing conservation status, identifying areas important for bamboo diversity and in-situ conservation of threatened species, and providing information on the use of wild species, the Bamboo Biodiversity report contributes directly to implementation of the Global Strategy and achievement of its targets.” – Agencies 

	Bamboo Facts 

  Although very few bamboo species are listed as endangered by the IUCN-World Conservation Union, one third to one half of the world’s 1,200 woody bamboos may now be in danger of extinction because so little forest habitat remains within their ranges.  

  These include one African species, 10 endemic species in Madagascar and 95 species in the Americas that have less than 2,000sqkm of forest remaining within their ranges. Over 180 woody bamboo species in the Asia Pacific region have similarly limited amounts of natural forest habitat remaining.  

  Bamboos are important structural components of many forest ecosystems and play a major role in ecosystem dynamics through their distinctive cycles of mass flowering and subsequent die-off – in many species all individuals flower simultaneously (at intervals of a few years to decades depending on the species) and subsequently die.  

  Bamboos have over 1,500 documented uses, including housing, food, paper, handicrafts, irrigation systems and agricultural supports.  

  Worldwide, over 2.5 billion people trade in or use bamboo. Global domestic trade and subsistence use of bamboo are estimated to be worth US$4.5bil (RM17bil) per year and export of bamboo generates another US$2.7bil (RM10.2bil). 

  Contemporary architects are also using new techniques to combine bamboo with modern materials like reinforced concrete or steel to create some extraordinary structures including luxury housing, bridges and observation towers. In Colombia, for example bamboo is used as a building material instead of concrete in earthquake zones because it bends with the tremor and does not collapse. 

  China is the richest country in Asia in terms of bamboo resources with an estimate of 44,000 to 70,000sqkm of bamboo. Annual production of bamboo poles in China is seven million tonnes – one third of the total world production. China is also the leading exporter of bamboo shoots as food, worth nearly £100mil (RM680mil) a year. 

  In the Amazon, huge areas of forest are entirely dominated by bamboo. They may total as much as 180,000sqkm. – UNEP


 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bloomberg.Com

Coral Reef Loss Fueling Widespread Fish Declines, Study Says 
May 17 (Bloomberg) -- Efforts to protect Pacific Ocean fish amid the destruction of coral reefs are falling short, according to a study appearing this week in PNAS Early Edition, the online version of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

About three-quarters of all fish species inside and outside aquatic nature preserves in Papua New Guinea coral reefs dropped in numbers as the reefs were degraded by disease and pollution, said Geoffrey Jones, a marine biologist at James Cook University in Queensland, Australia, and leader of the study. Half the fish surveyed in the study saw declines of at least 50 percent. 

Marine parks ``cannot protect reefs from large-scale pollution or global warming,'' the study said. ``The extent of habitat destruction appears to be expanding rather than contracting.'' 

Coral reefs provide protection and breeding grounds for fish, and they offer a habitat for smaller fish and other animals they feed on. Marine biologists have noted coral reef declines in many parts of the world, including the Caribbean, where about 80 percent of hard coral has been lost to pollution and disease, according to a 2003 study in Science. 

The study monitored 538 species in 20 families found in four protected reefs and four open to fishing. Few of the species that were counted are actually fished for, and most of the declines can be attributed to the loss of habitat, the study said. 

To contact the reporter on this story: John Lauerman in Boston at   jlauerman@bloomberg.net.

To contact the editor responsible for this story: Robert Simison

in Washington at  rsimison@bloomberg.net.

ENS

New Look Spanish Water Policy Unveiled 
MADRID, Spain, May 18, 2004 (ENS) - Spain's Environment Ministry has explained how it intends to replace the recently defeated conservative government's controversial plans to transfer water from the Ebro River to satisfy rising demand on Spain's dry Mediterranean coast. 

Under proposals presented to the European Commission on Friday, 20 seawater desalination plants will provide an extra 721 cubic hectometres of water to affected regions. 

Large scale north-south transfers have been ruled out, but one and possibly two smaller pipelines in Spain's southeastern corner will proceed. 
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Spain's new Environment Minister Cristina Narbona (Photo courtesy Fusion)
Another 335 cubic hectometres should be made available through watersaving measures and the implementation of a publicly managed market in water. 

Environment Minister Cristina Narbona expressed confidence that, in contrast to the previous plans, "there would be no problem" with European Union financing for the proposed projects because "their focus is different and much more in keeping with European guidelines." 

She also maintains that desalination will mean lower energy requirements and associated greenhouse gas emissions than large scale transfers of an equivalent amount of water would have done. 

The environmental group Ecologists in Action gave the plan a qualified welcome. It described desalination as "a much lesser evil than transfer," but continues to demand greater emphasis on water demand management rather than expanding supply. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

U.N. Comes Out in Favor of Biotech Crops

U.N. Food Agency Comes Out in Favor of Biotech Crops Despite Skepticism in Some Countries


The Associated Press
ROME May 17, 2004 — A United Nations food agency is coming out in favor of biotech crops, saying genetically modified organisms have already helped small farmers financially, have had some environmental benefits and no ill effects on health. 

In a major report released Monday, the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization said the main problem with agricultural biotechnology to date is that it hasn't spread fast enough to the world's poor farmers and has focused on crops that are mostly of use to big commercial interests.

The report "Agricultural Biotechnology: Meeting the Needs of the Poor?" is likely to fuel the debate about genetically modified, or transgenic crops, at a time when the technology continues to face public opposition in some European and African countries.

Proponents of GM foods say plants that can resist insects and be fortified with extra vitamins are a boon to farmers and consumers. Opponents say the crops pose unknown health and environmental risks and say the ones who benefit most are the multinational corporations who develop and sell GM seeds.

Dr. Harwig de Haen, assistant director-general of FAO's economic and social department, said Monday that biotechnology isn't a panacea to fight world hunger, but that it can help in three major ways: by raising farmers' production and incomes, by increasing food supplies and thus reducing prices, and by contributing to the nutritional quality of crops.

But he said greater regulation was needed and that governments, not just private corporations, must be more involved in the research and development of new seeds to ensure the poor benefit.

"FAO believes that biotechnology, including genetic engineering, can benefit the poor, but that the gains are not guaranteed," he told a news conference.

The United Nation's policy to date had been that it recognized the potential of transgenic crops to help fight world hunger but that case-by-case studies were needed to assess the risks. While that position hasn't changed, the report gives an altogether positive vote to GM technology.

It said transgenic crops currently on the market are safe to eat. It said scientists differ on the environmental impact, noting that genes from GM crops can be transferred to wild species.

However, it said scientists differ on whether that in itself is a bad thing and said what's needed most is more research to asses the environmental consequences of this so-called "gene flow."

The report also pointed out some environmental and health benefits from using transgenic crops. It said reduction in pesticides and toxic herbicides that come with transgenic crops has had "demonstrable health benefits" for farm workers in China.

In addition, it said some GM crops, especially insect-resistant cotton, "are yielding significant economic gains to small farmers."

It noted that while private companies have been largely responsible for selling transgenic seeds, "it is the producers and consumers who are reaping the largest share of the economic benefits of transgenic crops."

"This suggests that the monopoly position engendered by intellectual property protection does not automatically lead to excessive industry profits," it said.

However, FAO said the private sector was focusing too much on technology for crops that benefit big commercial interests, such as maize, soybean, canola and cotton. Basic food crops for the poor, such as cassava, potato, rice and wheat have received little attention from scientists, it said.

In fact, FAO said that 99 percent of the world's land planted with transgenic crops in 2003 is in just six countries: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, South Africa and the United States.

In addition, it said, there are only four main transgenic crops -- maize, soybean, canola and cotton -- and they are engineered for only two traits, insect resistance and herbicide tolerance.

The report is likely to be met with criticism from the anti-biotech camp, including Greenpeace, which has maintained that transgenic crops pose an unacceptable risk to human health and the environment.

Dr. Doreen Stabinsky, a Greenpeace science adviser, said Sunday that the problem of global hunger wasn't a lack of food or inadequate technologies.

"We know there is ample food on the planet. Most of the problems are not technical, they're about access to markets, access to credit, land," she said in a telephone interview. "Hunger is not a problem that needs technical solutions. It needs political will and appropriate policies."

While Stabinsky said she hadn't read the report, she said it appeared to be a political statement by FAO and another attempt by the biotech industry "to convince Europe that they ought to be eating the GM food that's being developed by American companies."
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

UN Food Agency Highlights Promise of Biotech Crops 
By J.R. Pegg
WASHINGTON, DC, May 18, 2004 (ENS) - Genetically modified crops hold great promise for farmers in the developing world, but potential benefits remain only a dream because research and technology are focused on crops of little use to the world's poor, the United Nations food agency said on Monday. 

Private industry continues to drive biotech research and remains concentrated on corn, soybeans, cotton and canola - crops that have large commercial markets in the developed world. 

Genetically modified (GM) varieties of these four crops, grown in six nations - Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, South Africa and the United States - accounted for 99 percent of the global area planted with biotech crops in 2003. 

The industry's focus on these large commercial markets "raises serious questions about the type of research that is being performed and the likelihood that the poor will benefit," the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said in its annual report "The State of Food and Agriculture 2003-04." 

Advocates of biotech crops have long espoused the view that genetically modified plants can help poor farmers overcome drought and poor soil quality to increase yields, decrease pesticide use and improve nutrition. [image: image9.jpg]



The FAO says biotechnology could help the world's poor if it is focused on the needs of farmers in the developing world such as these farmers in Peru. (Photo by A. Odoul courtesy FAO)
The FAO's report agrees that biotech crops could help meet the food needs of a rapidly growing world population and boost the economies of the developing world. 

Agriculture will have to sustain an additional two billion people over the next 30 years from an increasingly fragile natural resource base. To accomplish this, the FAO estimates food production will have to increase 60 percent over today's yield. 

Still, commercially available biotech crops are little use to the world's poor, the FAO says, and basic food crops of the poor - such as cassava, potato, rice and wheat - receive little attention by scientists. 

There is no significant public or private investment in new genetic technologies for "the so-called 'orphan crops' such as cowpea, millet, sorghum and tef that are critical for the food supply and livelihoods of the world's poorest people," said FAO Director-General Dr. Jacques Diouf. 

The investment gap is strking - the world's top 10 transnational bioscience corporations spend nearly $3 billion per year on agricultural biotechnology research and development. 

Private biotech research in most developing countries is negligible. Brazil, China and India, which have the largest public agricultural research programs in developing countries, spend less than half a billion dollars each annually. 

Governments and public institutions must provide investment and take additional steps to make biotech companies more interested in addressing the needs of the poor, the FAO said. 

Other barriers inhibiting the use of biotech in the developing world include "inadequate regulatory procedures, complex intellectual property issues, poorly functioning markets and seed delivery systems, and weak domestic plant breeding capacity," according to Diouf. 

Still, the FAO cautions that biotechnology is "not a panacea" for the problems that plague poor farmers and the world's hungry. 
FAO Director-General Dr. Jacques Diouf. (Photo courtesy FAO)
"Technology alone cannot solve the problems of the poor and some aspects of biotechnology, particularly the socioeconomic impacts and the food safety and environmental implications, need to be carefully assessed," Diouf said. 

But the promise is too great to ignore, the FAO says, in particular given the growing demands of an increasing population and the importance of agriculture to the poor, more than 70 percent of whom live in rural areas and depend on farming for survival. 

Biotechnology should complement - not replace - conventional agricultural technologies, the report said. 

The FAO reported that in the few developing countries where biotech crops have been introduced, small farmers have gained economically and the use of pesticides has been reduced. 

In China, for example, more than four million small farmers are growing insect resistant cotton on about 30 percent of the country's total cotton area. 

Yields for insect resistant cotton were about 20 percent higher than for conventional varieties and pesticide costs were around 70 percent lower. 

But poor farmers can only benefit from biotechnology products if they "have access to them on profitable terms," the report said. "Thus far, these conditions are only being met in a handful of developing countries." 

The FAO's support for biotechnology comes at a pivotal time in the debate over genetically modified crops. It is an emotional subject for many people, with issues of economics, public health, environmental protection, national sovereignty and world hunger all playing a role. 

Genetically modified crops are increasing some 15 percent a year and now account for five percent of the world's crop area, according to the FAO. 

And it is clearly the early days for an industry that is already beginning to modify crops for industrial and pharmaceutical purposes. 
Public interest groups worry that the environmental and public health impacts of GM crops have not been fully analyzed. (Photo courtesy Monsanto)
But in a move that drew cheers from critics of genetically modified crops, biotech giant Monsanto recently bowed to public pressure and scrapped its plan to introduce a variety of wheat modified to resistant one of its popular pesticides. In Australia, Monsanto shelved plans to introduce genetically modified canola. 

U.S. and Canadian wheat farmers feared the introduction of the strain would undermine their European export markets. Australians worried that their canola would be rejected. 

The EU has refused to grant import licenses for biotech food since October 1998 because many Europeans are worried about possible health and environmental risks, but it has just ended that moratorium and will this week announce its decision to allow imports of a Swiss made genetically modified corn. 

Industry groups are encouraged by that decision and by the FAO's biotech endorsement. 

"This report should quell the 'global war of rhetoric' and encourage a collaborative effort to redirect that energy into building strong infrastructure and harmonized regulatory policies to realize the promise of this technology," said Dr. Michael Phillips, a spokesman for the Biotechnology Industry Organization. 

That is unlikely. The European public remains wary of genetically altered foods, and environmentalists are bitterly opposed to biotech crops, in large part because many believe the public health and environmental impacts are poorly understood. Some critics argue it is not lack of biotechnology that fuels world hunger, rather it is unfair trade subsidies and poor food distribution. 

FAO's report acknowledges that the scientific evidence concerning the environmental and health impacts of genetic engineering is still emerging. 

"Scientists generally agree that the transgenic crops currently being grown and the foods derived from them are safe to eat, although little is known about their long term effects," said Diouf. "There is less scientific agreement on the environmental impacts of transgenic crops." 

The FAO recommends that the legitimate concerns for the safety of each transgenic product must be addressed prior to its release and calls for careful monitoring of the post-release effects.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Bank of America Stiffens Environmental Loan Rules
NEW YORK - Bank of America Corp. this week joined Citigroup Inc. in tightening lending standards for project financing to address potential environmental risks. 

The move by Bank of America, the No. 2 U.S. bank, was announced in a joint statement with the Rainforest Action Network, a San Francisco-based advocacy group that is pushing several big banks to stiffen lending standards. The group's demands may affect billions of dollars of loans a year. 

Citigroup, the largest U.S. bank, in January agreed to tighten its own standards. 

"The health of our environment has a very real effect on the health of our local and regional economies, and therefore on the health of our company," said Kenneth Lewis, Bank of America's 57-year-old chief executive, in a statement. "We have an opportunity and responsibility as leaders to promote sustainable, environmentally sound economic growth." 

Bank of America agreed not to fund projects involving oil and gas exploration, mining or logging activity in old-growth tropical rainforests. It also agreed not to fund logging operations in "intact" forests - which support many species - as defined by the World Resource Institute. 

The Charlotte, North Carolina-based company also pledged not to finance "companies or projects that collude with, or knowingly purchase timber from, illegal logging operations," or projects in "sensitive" forests where indigenous peoples have unresolved land claims. 

The policies cover new business as of May 15, and old contracts as they come up for renewal. 

"They went significantly further than Citigroup in that they set specific goals and a timetable to reduce (greenhouse) gas emissions resulting both indirectly and directly from their financing activities," said Ilyse Hogue, Rainforest's global finance campaign director, in an interview. 

The other companies targeted in Rainforest's campaign are Bank One Corp., Goldman Sachs Group Inc., J.P. Morgan Chase & Co., Manulife Financial Corp.'s John Hancock Financial Services; SunTrust Banks Inc., U.S. Bancorp, Wachovia Corp. and Wells Fargo & Co. . J.P. Morgan expects to buy Bank One by mid-year. 

Rainforest wants banks to adopt standards tighter than the "Equator Principles" drafted by the World Bank's private sector arm. Hogue said the group is continuing or pursuing talks with the other companies. 

Story by Jonathan Stempel 

Story Date: 19/5/2004 
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UNEP in the news

Loss of forest endangers wild bamboo - Report

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Urgent action is needed to protect bamboo forests and the animal species that depend on it, observes a new study by the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (RNBR).  The study, a first on global bamboo biodiversity, estimates that about half the world's 1,200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction as a result of massive forest destruction. It said many extraordinary and vulnerable species such as lemurs, giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter also face an even-greater struggle for survival. Millions of people use wild bamboo for construction, handicrafts and food. And international trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than US$2 billion annually, the report indicates. "Bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on earth with high economic and conservation value. Many curious and unique species depend on bamboo. "Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef. Yet until now, their status and condition have been largely ignored with many species taken for granted," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species," he added.
http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng042959&dte=18/05/2004
UNEP Report Seeks Urgent Action to Protect Bamboo from Extinction

Vanguard (Lagos): Urgent action is needed to protect one of the world's most ancient life forms and the species that depend on it. A new study estimates that as many as half of the world's 1200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction as a result of massive forest destruction. Consequently, many extraordinary and vulnerable species such as lemurs, giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter face an even-greater struggle for survival. Millions of people use wild bamboo for construction, handicrafts and food. And international trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than $2 billion annually. The study, produced by INBAR (International Network for Bamboo and Rattan) and UNEP-WCMC (United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre), is the most comprehensive ever undertaken on the subject and uses novel analyses to combine data on the distributions of bamboo species and on existing forest cover. It shows that many bamboo species, including relatives of those cultivated commercially, have tiny amounts of forest remaining within their native ranges. Some 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2000 km2 of forest (an area the size of London, UK) remaining within their ranges. This study shows locations of high forest bamboo diversity and the areas where deforestation risks are highest, creating a valuable planning tool for conservation action. The extraordinary life cycle of bamboos -- individuals of each species flower once simultaneously every 20 to 100 years and then die – make them especially vulnerable to rapid deforestation that is restricting the areas in which they can survive. Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said: "Bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on earth with high economic and conservation value. Many curious and unique species depend on bamboo. Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef. Yet until now, their status and condition have been largely ignored with many species taken for granted. This new report highlights how vital it is now for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405180391.html
General Environment News

Ghana creates 30 forest reserves 

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - Ghana Tuesday announced the creation of 30 forest reserves as part of efforts to promote environmental management and sustainable biodiversity conservation. Lands and Forestry Minister Dominic Fobih said government has designed a six-year High Forest Biodiversity Conservation Project with the assistance of the Global Environmental Facility to promote the virgin forests. This follows the shrinking of forests in Ghana with the advancing desert from its border with Bukina Faso to the north. Environmentalists have expressed concern about bad farming practices; bush fires and indiscriminate felling of trees which are threatening the country's vegetation. Fobih said some 2.5 million US dollars would be disbursed under a Community Investment Fund to encourage the development of community-based enterprises with the focus on ecologically sustainable natural resource use and management of forests. The programme would involve ventures such as snail farming; bee-keeping, mushroom farming and agro-forestry to enable communities generate funds.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng043013&dte=18/05/2004
Undue removal of Kenya's herbal products irks locals 

Isiolo, Kenya (PANA) - Residents of Kenya's arid and semi arid districts where foreign-based organizations have been engaged in indiscriminate exploitation of herbs and other plants with high medicinal value have alarmed the government to step in and control the process. In recommendations prepared Sunday at the end of a seminar on how best to manage natural resources spread across the region, participants noted that foreign-based companies were carrying out massive gathering of non-timber forest products, which fetch exorbitant prices in the international markets. Quoting a recent survey conducted by the Kenya medical research institute (KEMRI), they cited that such companies made a profit of $4.7 million from the sale of Gum Arabica, the Aloe Vera, Resins and fruits/oil products between 1994 and 2000. The Aloe Vera plant, for instance, has over 57 species and is used to make traditional herbs used in the treatment of camels and other animals by the pastoral communities. The companies involved use the product (Aloes) to make cosmetics, medicine and appetizers that they package and in turn export back to the country, the participants complained in the recommendations prepared at the seminar, sponsored by Kenya's Arid Lands Resource Management Project. The participants urged the government to urgently stop the exploitation of the products and establish a system that would add value to the products to benefit the locals.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng042873&dte=17/05/2004
Biodiversity: Peace Assures Food, Water And Health for All

The Inquirer (Monrovia): Today's EnDe caption is the national theme for this year's commemoration of "International Day for Biological Diversity", come Saturday, May 22, 2004. The global theme is "Biodiversity: Food, Water and Health for All." That day is to be celebrated throughout the world this Saturday by countries that are signatories to the Conservation on Biological Diversity. However, considering the importance of the day, it will be celebrated for three days in Liberia commencing Thursday, May 20 to Saturday, May 22, the official day set aside by the United Nations. The Environmental Theme Group of Liberia chose the local theme: "Biodiversity: Peace Assures Food, Water and Health for All," to inform the Liberian people, especially the former warring factions in the nation's civil war about the need for the restoration of peace. With genuine peace, the biodiversity can be managed sustainably thus assuring food production, the provision of safe drinking water and health care service for all. Biological Diversity involves every facet of our lives. This means that economic development; health and well being, culture and social benefits, which are the foundations of sustainable development, all depend on biological diversity. Unless there is peace, man's activities through unsustainable management will continue to re-shape the diversity of species, genes and ecosystems and will lead to the loss of tremendous amount of biological diversity over time. Already, Liberia's rich biodiversity has declined significantly, and the country has lost many species, while most of it ecosystems have been degraded. Liberia as a forest dependent country, lost over 60% of its forest cover during the last two centuries, resulting to the loss of gene pools, species and ecosystems, therefore the need for restoration of peace cannot be overemphasized.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405180752.html
Review On Wildlife Policies

The East African Standard (Nairobi); Kenya's wildlife policy is being reviewed in line with emerging conservation challenges, Environment minister Newton Kulundu disclosed yesterday. The process to culminate into the Wildlife Bill, Kulundu said, involved consultations amongst ministry officials, experts and the public. The process funded by the United States Agency for International Development will take six months in its initial stages. Speaking in his Maji House office when he received the South Korean Ambassador to Kenya Lee Suk Jo, Kulundu said the current Wildlife Act was outdated and does not address emerging conservation challenges.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405180033.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 19 May 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

THE Bamboo, a versatile plant

The Star – Malaysia, May 18, 2004 (By PAUL BROWN and PATRICIA REANEY) - With half of the world’s bamboo species in danger of extinction, what hope is there left for the panda whose diet consists of only bamboo? 
…The report Bamboo Diversity, sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), maps for the first time the location of all the known species. The most alarming finding was that 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2,000sqkm (about the size of London) remaining within their ranges. 
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2004/5/18/features/7959619&sec=features 

General Environment News

Typhoon forces 12,000 Bicolanos to flee homes 
ABS-CBNNEWS, Philippines, May 19, 2004 - Some 12,000 people in several Bicol provinces fled their homes due to floods and landslides as typhoon "Dindo" swept through Luzon's southernmost region, the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) reported on Tuesday. 
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/FlashNewsStory.aspx?FlashOID=17262 


China To Create Sanctuaries For Endangered Tigers 
UN Wire, Tuesday, May 18, 2004  - China plans to establish two sanctuaries for the South China tiger, the most endangered tiger species, but the effort to save the animals could be too late, Agence France-Presse reported yesterday.
The habitats, located in Hunan and Jiangxi provinces, will be replicas of the tigers' natural environments, complete with food chains, the official Xinhua News Agency said.  Officials may wait to move the tigers until the next generation, however, as members of the species are now being taught survival skills in South Africa.
http://www.unwire.org/UNWire/20040518/449_23958.asp 

________________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP/UN news

Le Temps, 18 mai : Un poste prestigieux pour la Suisse: Nicolas Michel nommé secrétaire général adjoint de l'ONU 

Pour la première fois, un Suisse occupera le fauteuil de l'un des cinq secrétaires généraux adjoints de l'ONU, et c'est un Romand. Le professeur de droit fribourgeois Nicolas Michel (ancien chef de la Direction du droit international public (DDIP) aux Affaires étrangères et professeur à l'Université de Fribourg) a été nommé à la tête du Département des affaires juridiques des Nations unies par Kofi Annan, le secrétaire général de l'organisation. Micheline Calmy-Rey l'a révélé avec fierté à la commission de politique extérieure du Conseil national la semaine dernière. La nouvelle doit être annoncée officiellement ce mardi au siège de l'organisation, à New York. 

http://www.letemps.ch/template/suisse.asp?page=5&article=134918
FT, 18 May: UN urges state funding for GM research

Biotechnology, including genetic modification, must be backed by government money if it is to bring wide benefits to the developing world, the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation said yesterday(…)The organisation gave its strongest support yet to the possible benefits of biotechnology but stressed that a cautious crop-by-crop approach and more funding by national governments were crucial(….)Jacques Diouf, the FAO director-general, said: "Neither the private nor the public sector has invested significantly in new genetic technologies for the so-called 'orphan crops' such as cowpea, millet, sorghum and teff that are critical for the food supply and livelihoods of the world's poorest people. http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=040518000995&query=UN+urges+state+funding+for+GM+research&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Libération, 18 mai :David J. Sedik, de la FAO, dénonce les problèmes alimentaires des nouveaux entrants de l'UE :
«La faim existe en Europe centrale»

Plus de 800 millions d'individus souffrent de sous-alimentation dans le monde, dont plus de 30 millions en Europe. Tels sont les chiffres présentés par la FAO (Organisation des Nations unies pour l'alimentation et l'agriculture), lors de sa 24e Conférence régionale pour l'Europe, qui s'est tenue à Montpellier au début du mois. Parmi les pays d'Europe centrale et orientale (Peco) les plus touchés par le fléau, figurent plusieurs Etats des Balkans (Croatie : 12 %).

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=206801
Libération, 18 mai : Les biotechnologies, une piste pour nourrir le tiers monde
[image: image4.png]



Dans son rapport annuel, la FAO défend avec prudence la recherche génétique en matière agricole.

Fiat panis.» Afin que cette devise («que le pain soit») de l'Organisation pour l'alimentation et l'agriculture (FAO) devienne un jour réalité pour les 800 millions de ventres creux que compte le monde, l'agence de l'ONU persiste et signe. Dans son rapport annuel sur la sécurité alimentaire, la FAO affirme que «les biotechnologies offrent un grand potentiel pour l'agriculture des pays en développement, même si ce n'est pas une panacée»

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=206799
OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL RELATED NEWS

BBC News, 17 May: Olympic bid cities going for green

After the success of Sydney's "Green Games" in 2000, environmental issues are high on the agenda for the cities hoping to host the 2012 Summer Olympics. The International Olympic Committee (IOC) will announce on Tuesday which of the nine applicant cities bidding to stage the event will go forward to the final run-off and become "candidate cities". As Athens continues its race against time to get things ready for this August's global get-together, many environmentalists worry that the benchmark set by Sydney will be allowed to slip dramatically. The cities in the running to host the 2012 Games can expect all aspects of their bids, including their environmental credentials, to come under close scrutiny from the IOC. ..Peter Ottesen, who was head of environment for the Sydney Organising Committee, feels there is little chance of that happening: "The IOC is a global organisation and it realises that the environment is a global issue. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/3719375.stm
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	Indigenous Eco-Activists Await Medals, or Punishment

	



By Diego Cevallos*
Two Mexican indigenous farmers who have fought logging operations could be sentenced to around a decade in prison. To the NGOs, they are prisoners of conscience. To government prosecutors, they are criminals.
MEXICO CITY -Isidro Baldenegro and Hermenegildo Rivas, two Indians from the northern Mexican state of Chihuahua who oppose the logging of area forests, could face sentences of 10 years behind bars for drugs and weapons possession. Or they could recover their freedom, wearing the medal of prisoners of conscience. 

A little more than a year after their arrest on charges filed by police and government prosecutors -- accusations that environmental and human rights groups say are false and aimed at halting the two activists' anti-logging fight -- the case this month entered its final phase, and sentencing is expected in July. 

"The case is surrounded by irregularities and there are sufficient elements to order the immediate release of the accused," says Agustín Bravo, director of the non-governmental organisation Fuerza Ambiental (Environmental Force), a group active in Chihuahua and which supports the legal defense of the two men from the Rarámuri community, also known as Tarahumara.

Fuerza Ambiental and other NGOs, like Greenpeace, Amnesty International and the Agustín Pro Juárez Human Rights Center, a Mexican-based group that defends indigenous and peasant communities, consider the two prisoners of conscience. 

But the response from officials has been repeated assurances that there were no irregularities in the arrests of Baldenegro and Rivas, fully backed by the acting judges, or in the legal proceedings under way. 

Both were arrested in March 2003 just when they achieved -- along with other Indians -- a temporary halt of logging in a pine forest in their community, Coloradas de la Virgen, in an area of more than 50,000 hectares that the Rarámuri have inhabited since time immemorial, and home today to some 360 Rarámuri families. 

In the 1950s, the government handed almost the entire area over to settlers, particularly the forested and cultivable lands. 

In subsequent legal cases, the Indians, with Baldenegro as one of the leaders, were able to recover a portion of their traditional lands, but nearly all of it in ravines and gullies. But that didn't stop them from acting as guardians of the native forests. 

According to the police report of the arrests, Baldenegro and Rivas were in possession of weapons. Baldenegro was also accused of possessing marijuana. 

After their arrest, the police photographed the two men with weapons and drugs, but the accused maintain that the shots were staged and that it was all part of a plan, encouraged by local bosses and mafias involved in logging operations. 

"We condemn the use of the judicial system as an instrument to harass and threaten the efforts and lives of human rights defenders, said Carlos Gómez, director of Amnesty International-Mexico. 

Several studies indicate that in the Tarahumara sierra, which includes Coloradas de la Virgen, organized crime has ties to the police, logging companies and drug traffickers. 

Baldenegro told Tierramérica, shortly after his arrest, that he felt "powerless seeing how (the mafias) accuse us, and how (the judges and police) believe them." 

According to the Indians' defense lawyers, several of the agents who were involved in the arrest, "possibly under orders from their superiors," have repeatedly refused to give their testimony in the case, and are themselves subject to investigations by the police for possible involvement in numerous irregular actions. 

"In Coloradas de la Virgen there are people who have been threatened by several individuals involved in logging, but for now we cannot reveal their names," Fuerza Ambiental's Bravo told Tierramérica. 

Testimonies from various sources suggest that one of those Bravo referred to is Artemio Fontes, whose family has held power in the community for years, and using presumably legal assemblies has continued to authorize logging in the Tarahumara forests. 

Baldenegro has been involved in an ongoing legal battle against the Fontes family, but so far has achieved only temporary logging bans. His father, Julio Baldenegro, was a community leader and was assassinated in 1986. 

His shooting was never resolved, but his son, awaiting sentencing in prison, says the ones responsible were the mafia bosses involved in logging operations and who have ties to the illicit drug trade. 

"How is it possible that once again those who fight to defend the environment are in prison, while the predators are allowed to act with complete impunity?" asks Alejandro Calvillo, director of Greenpeace-Mexico. 

"Authorities not only fail to comply with the law, they are at the service of the bosses and loggers," he said. 

The U.S.-based NGO Forest Guardians says that in the Tarahumara sierra, the Fontes family is one of the most violent groups, and that in their zone of influence the forest is being leveled at an alarming rate by groups related to drug traffickers. 

A report from the Attorney General's Office indicates that in the more isolated areas of the Chihuahua sierra, "more than half of the indigenous people... are dragged into" the drug trade, either growing the illicit crops or trafficking. 

Chihuahua, which holds seven million hectares of template and cold climate forest, borders on the United States, the world's leading drug consuming country. 

	Big Landowners Come to the Aid of Atlantic Forests

	



By Mario Osava*
Some 360 private reserves have been created to protect the forests in the rich Brazilian Atlantic biome, one of the five most endangered in the world. The Mata Atlantica has lost more than 90 percent of the area it covered when Europeans first came to the Americas.
RIO DE JANEIRO - The Mata Atlantica is "a bank of life", according to Daise Moreira Paulo, a retired chemist who is fighting to "preserve and expand" these Brazilian forests. She has set aside 28 of the 48 hectares of a ranch she owns in the area for conservation.

The land belonging to Moreira, president of an association of private nature reserve owners, RPPN, in Rio de Janeiro state, form part of the Mata Atlantica, a patchwork of forests and related ecosystems along the Brazilian coast which have suffered even greater environmental devastation than the Amazon (see infograph).

The destruction of the Mata's forests and their biodiversity has directly affected the lives of the 120 million Brazilians living in neighboring ecosystems, representing two-thirds of the national population.

Agronomist Henrique Fragoso Berbert de Carvalho heads another association of privately run reserves, in the states of Bahia and Sergipe, in the northeast. The ranch his family owns includes the Temoso Sierra Nature Reserve, covering 200 hectares in Jussari, in southern Bahia.

Moreira and Berbert are part of a growing movement in Brazil, one of big landowners who are conscious of environmental problems and have taken the step of making some of their lands "untouchable", joining the government-led conservation effort.

There are more than 600 RPPN in Brazil, covering some 500,000 hectares. They are an essential tool for protecting biodiversity, especially in the Mata Atlantica, where there are 360 private reserves totaling 83,000 hectares, Marcia Hirota, project director for the non-governmental foundation SOS Mata Atlantica.

In 1500, the Mata had an estimated 1.3 million square km of forests, of which just 7.8 percent remain intact today. The only area in the world suffering greater deforestation is Madagascar, where the forests of practically disappeared, said Wigold Schaffer, coordinator of the Brazilian Ministry of Environment's Mata Atlantica office.

The destruction of the Mata continues -- at a pace averaging 90,000 to 100,000 hectares a year, according to Hirota.

The remaining forested area is very fragmented, and half is in private hands. That is why the RPPN play "a decisive role" in the recovery of the Mata, said Schaffer.

Only three percent of what remains of this unique biome is under state or private protection, ideally it should be 10 percent, he added.

The U.S.-based NGO Conservation International includes the Mata Atlantica on a list of the world's 25 biomes that are richest in biodiversity and also most endangered. The Mata is one of the top five.

The Mata extends through 17 of Brazil's 26 states, from the northeast to the far southern regions of the country, along the coast, and reaching inland at various points. It is home to more than 20,000 plant species and 1.6 million animal species, including hundreds of mammals, birds and amphibians that are endemic. Half of the flora is autochthonous as well. Its biodiversity is proportionately much greater than the Amazon's.

Conserving and expanding the Mata forests means, among other things, protecting water resources and stabilizing the climate. The deforestation that has occurred in watershed areas is one of the causes of water shortages suffered by the mega-city Sao Paulo.

It is also essential to save and restore nearly extinct forest ecosystems like those of the south, where the majestic Araucaria tree stands out. In the state of Paraná, just 0.8 percent of the original forests remain, threatening species deprived of habitat, such as the gray-breasted jay (Aphelocoma ultramarina), said Schaffer.

To promote the creation of new private reserves and to consolidate the existing protected areas, the SOS Mata Atlantica and the Brazilian office of Conservation International have been involved in an alliance since 2002 to finance related projects. The process is under way to select a third annual group of beneficiaries, with some 130,000 dollars to be distributed among them.

Agronomist Berbert, one of the first to receive this type of financing, developed an environmental training and education center on his rural estate, which has conducted courses for forest rangers and on RPPN management. In this way he has been able to maintain the reserve he set up in 1997, representing 40 percent of his property.

Moreira chose to seek income through production of honey and "cachaça", a strong liquor made from sugarcane, and typical of Brazil. And, like others who run private reserves, she hopes to attract ecotourists.

The private reserves have some advantages over the state-run protected areas. They are more "agile", they have a broader diversity of activities, sometimes the protect ecosystems unique to the property, and can overcome their size limits by joining neighboring areas, says Reuben Brandao, coordinator of conservation at the environment ministry's executive agency, the Brazilian Institute of Environment (IBAMA).

	The 'Other Face' of Colombia

	



By Yadira Ferrer*
Libia Grueso, winner of the Goldman environmental prize for her efforts benefiting Afro-Colombian communities, spoke with Tierramérica about the award and her work. Grueso was able to put the brakes on a multi-use pipeline that threatened the delicate ecosystems of mangroves and jungles in Colombia's Valle del Cauca department.
BOGOTA - Libia Grueso, 43, Colombian activist in defense of black communities, is a recipient this year of the environmental prize awarded by the U.S.-based Goldman Foundation, recognized for her sustainable development project in the Colombian southwest, based on an alliance of ecology and culture. 

A social worker, environmental educator and co-founder of the Black Communities Process (PCN), Grueso is one of the promoters of what is known as Law 70, which in 1993 established official recognition of black communities as an ethnic group with cultural and territorial rights in the area they have traditionally inhabited. 

Her first environmental victories came in the early 1990s, when she was able to halt the use of 21 backhoes for extracting gold from the riverbeds in the southwestern department of Valle del Cauca, on the Pacific coast. The gold mining operations were causing irreversible ecological and cultural damage. 

She was also able to put the brakes on a multi-use pipeline project for natural gas, gasoline and diesel. The pipeline was to cross delicate ecosystems of mangroves and jungles in the municipality of Buenaventura in the same department, constituting a serious environmental threat. 

Grueso's goal now is to convince the government to approve a special environmental policy for Colombia's Pacific coast. 

The Goldman prize, awarded to six people each year, was created in 1990 to recognize those who promote exceptional environmental projects and inspire others to follow their example. 

Q: What does the Goldman award mean to you? 
A: It is an opportunity to show the other face of Colombia, and especially the contribution and the value of the Afro-Colombian communities of the Pacific coast. 

Q: What is the focus of your group, the PCN? 
A: The promotion, protection and application of ethnic, cultural, territorial, social and political rights of the Afro-Colombian communities and the defense of the natural habitats that provide a vital living space. 

Q: In practical terms, in what ways has the approval of Law 70 benefited these communities? 
A: If that law did not exist, we wouldn't have the programs for ethnic education in the Afro-Colombian communities, or scholarships for youths excluded from the educational system due to lack of resources. There would be no community council to exercise authority within the collective territories, or plans for the use and management of forests and natural resources with the participation of the black communities that inhabit those lands. 
Nor would the consultative commissions function in which leaders define for the government entities the decisions that affect the communities, nor would there be representatives on the corporations' boards, nor would there be an office for ethnic affairs of Afro-Colombians in the Ministry of Interior. 
There would not be a project in progress to create rules for regulating mining, nor would there be talk about laws for protecting traditional knowledge of the use of medicinal plants. 
All of this is just part of the practical application of Law 70. 

Q: How does the Colombian civil war affect the work of the PCN, and what protections does the group have for carrying out its work? 
A: The conflict prevents the full development and experience of the right to land in our communities, it threatens young people in particular, and in general the Afro-Colombian communities, which today are the ones who are most often forcibly displaced from their homes. 
According to figures from the Consultancy for Human Rights and Displacement, in 2002 there were two million internally displaced people, and 82 percent were members of the Afro-Colombian communities of the Pacific, of the María hills and the inter-Andean valleys. 

Q: What will you use the Goldman award money for? 
A: Two things: to buy and build an office for the organization in Buenaventura, and the rest will go towards paying for school for my two children. 
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KUWAIT
‏Kuwait Participating in the 18th GCC  Meeting of the Environmental Coordinating Committee ( UAE-AL Ain) 

الدكتور الصرعاوي..الكويت تشارك الاجتماع التنسيقي البيئي لدول مجلس التعاون   ‏   

‏اكد مدير عام الهيئة العامة للبيئة الدكتور محمد ‏   ‏الصرعاوي اليوم ان وفد من الهيئة سيشارك في الاجتماع التنسيقي البيئي بدول مجلس ‏   ‏التعاون لدول الخليج العربية الذى يعقد في مدينة دبي بدولة الامارات العربية ‏   ‏المتحدة في قت لاحق اليوم.‏   ‏ وقال الدكتور الصرعاوي في تصريح لوكالة الانباء الكويتية (كونا) ان مشاركة ‏   ‏الهيئة في هذا الاجتماع ياتي في اطار حرص واهتمام دولة الكويت على المشاركة في ‏   ‏المؤتمرات الاقليمية والعربية والخليجية التي تساهم في المحافظة على البيئة.‏   ‏ واضاف ان الاجتماع سيناقش قضايا مهمة تتعلق بالاستراتيجيات البيئية لدول ‏   ‏المجلس مشيرا الى ان الكويت انهت القطاع الاول من الاستراتيجية التي تشتمل على ‏   ‏الماء والتربة والبترول والتعليم والتربية والزراعة.‏   ‏ وذكر انه سيتم خلال الاجتماع اقرار القانون البيئي الموحد في ادارة المواد ‏   ‏الكيميائية الخطرة الناتجة عن المصانع والمصافي ومعهد الابحاث.‏   ‏ واوضح ان الاجتماع ستناقش ايضا موقف الدول الخليجية من التعامل مع النفايات ‏   ‏المغلقة موضحا ان دولة الكويت ستقدم لدول المجلس عصارة مجهودها في معالجة نفايات ‏   ‏موقع القرين الذي تم تاهيله الى موقع عام للجمهور يتوفر فيه جميع الخدمات.‏   ‏ واشار الى ان الاجتماع سيستعرض الاسبوع البيئي الموحد لدول المجلس لافتا الى ‏   ‏ان هذا المقترح تقدمت به الكويت قبل عامين ووجد استحسانا من دول الخليج وخاصة انه ‏   ‏طبق في الكويت في شهر فبراير الماضي.‏   ‏ وقال ان الاجتماع التنسيقي البيئي سيناقش الحد من الملوثات الصناعية والتحكم ‏   ‏مبينا ان الكويت قدمت تجربتها في هذا المجال من خلال قرار 6/2004 الذي تم توجيه ‏   ‏لكافة المصانع الخاصة والعامة وتفعيل الضبطيات القضائية وتفعيل المعايير البيئية.‏   ‏ واضاف ان دولة الكويت اصدرت القرار رقم 210 لسنة 2001 والذي يلزم كافة المصانع ‏   ‏الحكومية والخاصة بتطبيق المعايير الدولية فيما يتعلق بالحد والتحكم في الملوثات ‏   ‏مبينا ان هذا القرار سيتم مناقشة في الاجتماع التنسيقي البيئي لدول مجلس التعاون.‏   ‏ واكد الدكتور الصرعاوي ان الاجتماع سيتطرق الى تفعيل التعاون مع الاتحاد ‏   ‏الاوروبي الذي قدم مشروعات فنية كبيرة لدول المجلس الخاصة في القضايا البيئية.‏   ‏(النهاية)‏   

http://www.kuna.net.kw/Story.asp?DSNO=632109
UAE

The 18th GCC  Meeting of the Environmental Coordinating Committee in AL Ain Starting Today.

اجتماع لجنة التنسيق البيئي بدول التعاون يعقد اليوم بالعين

 تستضيف مدينة العين اليوم الاجتماع الثامن عشر للجنة التنسيق البيئي بدول مجلس التعاون والذي يبحث عدداً من الموضوعات البيئية ذات الاهتمام المشترك بين دول المجلس واصدر توصيات بشأنها لرفعها الى الاجتماع المقبل لمجلس الوزراء المسئولين عن شئون البيئة بدول المجلس والذي سيعقد عام 2005 صرح بذلك الدكتور سالم مسري الظاهري مدير عام الهيئة الاتحادية للبيئة مشيراً الى ان الاجتماع سيناقش مشروع المعايير والمقاييس البيئية الموحدة في دول المجلس . 

والتي تضم اللائحة التنفيذية لمقاييس جودة الهواء واللائحة التنفيذية لمقاييس المياه العادمة واللائحة التنفيذية للحمأة اضافة الى بحث وضع دليل إرشادي موحد لكيفية التعامل مع النفايات الطبية المنزلية. 

وقال ان الاجتماع سوف يستعرض ما تم بشأن الاتفاقيات البيئية الدولية ومنها تطورات اتفاقية الأمم المتحدة الإطارية بشأن تغير المناخ وخاصة الخطوات التي يتعين اتخاذها من قبل دول المجلس في حالة دخول بروتوكول «كيوتو» حيز التنفيذ وعلى وجه الخصوص أهمية محاولة تأمين مقعد في المجلس التنفيذى لآلية التنمية النظيفة من بين المقاعد الثلاثة الشاغرة. 

أو التي تشغر في المجلس التنفيذي والمخصصة للمجموعة الآسيوية إضافة الى تنسيق جهود دول المجلس لتحقيق الاستفادة القصوى من ألية التنمية النظيفة وبحث عقد ورشة عمل متخصصة لتدريب العاملين في اعداد البلاغات الوطنية في قطاعات الطاقة والصناعة واستخدامات الارض الزراعية والنقل. مشيراً الى ان اتفاقية المحافظة على الحياة الفطرية في دول مجلس التعاون والتي دخلت حيز التنفيذ في شهر ابريل من العام الماضي فان اللجنة ستناقش مشروع النظام الداخلي والنظام المالي والإداري للجنة الدائمة للاتفاقية. 

وأوضح ان اللجنة ستبحث الخطوات التي قامت بها دول المجلس من أجل انشاء مرافق استقبال مخلفات السفن لدراسة الجدوى للمشروع في ضوء قرار المجلس الوزارى في اجتماعه الثامن الذى حث الدول الأعضاء على الإنتهاء من انشاء حصتها من المرافق بحلول نهاية عام 2004 تمهيداً لانضمام دول المجلس الى اتفاقية ماربول واعلان الخليج العربي منطقة خاصة يحظر فيها إلقاء مياه التوازن. 

والمخلفات الأخرى للسفن وكذلك الترتيب لعقد اجتماع تنسيقي بين دول المجلس والمكتب الإقليمي لبرنامج الأمم المتحدة في غرب آسيا وذلك لوضع البرامج المشتركة في مجال حماية البيئة والمحافظة على الموارد الطبيعية. 

وذكر الدكتور الظاهري ان اللجنة ستناقش الخطوات المتعلقة بالاستراتيجية الاقليمية لحماية البيئة التي تعدها الأمانة العامة وشبكة المعلومات البيئية واللوائح الإرشادية لتكامل المختبرات البيئية بالإضافة إلى المعايير الخليجية للحصول على شهادة نظم الإدارة البيئية ومشروع إنشاء مركز إقليمي للتدريب ونقل التقنية في مجال إدارة النفايات الخطرة بالاضافة الى بحث مجموعة من الاقتراحات من بينها: 

إنشاء مركز إقليمي للتدريب ونقل التقنية في مجال إدارة النفايات الخطرة وإيجاد نظام موحد بشأن الملوثات المنبعثة من عوادم المركبات، ومعالجة وتأهيل مواقع ردم النفايات البلدية المغلقة والتخلص الآمن من المخلفات الاسبستية واعتماد تقنيات عالية للتخلص من النفايات الطبية وإنشاء مركز تدريبي خاص لإدارة الأزمات والكوارث البيئية في دول المجلس بالإضافة إلى موضوع الملكية الفكرية وتجارة الخدمات وتأثيرها على البيئة والتنمية، والسلامة الإحيائية كما ستناقش اللجنة أيضاً مذكرة التفاهم المقترحة بين الأمانة العامة للمجلس والهيئة العربية للطاقة الذرية إضافة إلى مناقشة معوقات العمل البيئي المشترك وسبل علاجها. 

http://www.albayan.ae/servlet/Satellite?cid=1084775429496&pagename=Bayan%2FBayanArticle%2FFullStyle3&c=Page
Al Ain Witnesses Economic Boom

AL AIN - Al Ain, the garden city of the Gulf Region, is witnessing a tremendous boom in the different economic sectors and social activities.  

The Roads and Traffic Section of the civic body has completed the total of 7027.5 kg of paved roads throughout the same year, compared to only 6457 in the year 2001.

The Drainage Section has completed 100 per cent of works in two out of seven major project, the rest are still under construction. 

The Foods Control and Environment Protection Lab has examined 4044 foods samples and destroyed 666 tones of food after it were found unfit for human consumption.

The destroyed foods included vegetables, fruits, canned tomato sauce, dairy products, frozen meat, frozen chickens, mineral water, eggs, honey, jam, sweets and spices, etc.
The Public Health Section has collected 56645 tonnes of wastes, 32857 were handed over to the Al Ain Compost Plant and the rest were incinerated. 

As per the directives of the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the department has raised the number of date palm trees to 104865. 

As a part of the municipality's efforts to maintain Al Ain's position as the bridesmaid of the world cities, the number of public parks was also increased to 26 to cover an area of 4.138780-squire metre.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/may/theuae_may442.xml
OMAN
Ministry of Municipality and  Environment Organizes a Workshop on Development of Integrated  System for Waste Management.
وزارة البلديات تنظم حلقة عمل حول تطوير نظام متكامل لإدارة النفايات

تحت رعاية سعادة حمد بن سلميان الغريبي وكيل وزارة البلديات الاقليمية والبيئة وموارد المياه لشئون البلديات الاقليمية افتتحت امس (الاثنين) بديوان عام الوزارة فعاليات حلقة عمل حول تطوير نظام متكامل لادارة النفايات بالسلطنة تستغرق يومين وتنظمها الوزارة بالتعاون مع شركة هارس كونسلت الالمانية.

حضر حفل افتتاح الحلقة نائب سفير جمهورية المانيا الاتحادية بالسلطنة والمهندس سعيد بن درويش العلوي مدير عام المراقبة الصحية بالوزارة وممثلو الجهات المشاركة في فعاليات الحلقة.

تستهدف فعاليات الحلقة التي تقام على مدى يومين ويحاضر فيها فريق من الخبراء المختصين بالشركة الالمانية التعريف بأحدث التقنيات المستخدمة في مجال الادارة المتكاملة للنفايات والتي تشمل عمليات الجمع والنقل والتخزين واعادة التدوير لضمان التخلص الآمن والسليم من هذه النفايات لحماية البيئة وصحة الانسان.

يشارك في اعمال الحلقة ثلاثون مشاركا من المختصين بالوزارة ووزارة الصحة وبلديتي مسقط وظفار وعدد من الجهات المعنية بالسلطنة وفي بداية حفل الافتتاح لفعاليات الحلقة ألقى احمد بن حبوش الفارسي مدير دائرة الصحة الوقائية بالمديرية العامة للمراقبة الصحية كلمة الوزارة اشار فيها الى اهمية تنظيم هذه الحلقة بالتعاون مع احد بيوت الخبرة العالمية في مجال ادارة النفايات في اطار عناية السلطنة ممثلة بوزارة البلديات الاقليمية والبيئة وموارد المياه بتوفير نظام متكامل وفق احدث التقنيات لتحقيق الادارة السليمة بيئيا وصحيا للنفايات بجميع انواعها ومصادرها.

كما ألقى نائب السفير الالماني كلمة في هذه المناسبة اشاد فيها بعناية الاجهزة المسئولة بالسلطنة وحرصها على ادارة النفايات وفق احدث الخبرات والاتجاهات العالمية ضمانا لصحة وسلامة المجتمع والبيئة بوجه عام وبما يحقق اقصى استفادة من هذه النفايات اقتصاديا وبيئيا.

هذا ومن المقرر ان تستأنف صباح اليوم الثلاثاء فعاليات الحلقة والتي تدور حول اساليب التخلص من النفايات وتدويرها وعناصر التحكم الآمن والسليم لاداراتها.

http://www.alwatan.com/dailyhtml/local.html#8
QATAR
The supreme council for the environment designated protected area as breading site for turtles. 

مجلس البيئة يدعو لعدم التعرض لبيض السلاحف  وهيأ جزيرة ركن وسواحل الشمال لموسم تكاثرها  

الدوحة- الشرق:

تم تهيئة بيئة جزيرة ركن والسواحل البحرية بمنطقة الشمال وبدأ موسم تكاثر السلاحف البحرية بمختلف انواعها منذ الاسبوعين الماضيين. صرح بذلك المهندس جبر العطية مدير مركز المراقبة العامة والتفتيش بالمجلس الاعلى للبيئة والمحميات الطبيعية مشيراً إلى أن المجلس بذل جهوداً كبيرة من اجل تنظيف الشواطئ والجزر في المنطقة ومن اجل تهيئة المناخ للسلاحف البحرية لبدء موسم تكاثرها الذي يستمر حتى نهاية شهر يونيو المقبل. 

ودعا السيد العطية المواطنين ومرتادي الشواطئ في هذه الايام الى ضرورة عدم التعرض لبيض السلاحف أو الاقتراب منها وعدم دهس الرمال بالسيارات او اي وسيلة اخرى من وسائل النقل في مناطق التفقيس مبيناً أن السلاحف كائنات حساسة تزعجها الضوضاء والانوار الساطعة والامور التي تؤثر في وضعها للبيض، هذا ودعا الصيادين الى عدم الصيد في تلك الاماكن بالشباك لأن الكثير من السلاحف تعلق بها اثناء قدومها الى الشواطئ لوضع البيض كما ان عدم المحافظة على نظافة الشواطىء يؤثر بشكل مباشر في عمليات وضع البيض والتعشيش. 

لذا لابد من الالتزام الكامل بعدم رمي اكياس البلاستيك وإلقاء الفضلات اياً كان نوعها حتى تأكلها السلاحف مما يؤدي الى اختناقها أو تسممها. 

واضاف السيد العطية ان مياهنا الاقليمية تتميز بنظام بيئي زاخر بالعديد من الثروات الحية ونتيجة لهذا التميز كانت السلاحف تجد فيها ملاذا آمنا للتكاثر والحماية واشار الى أن العلماء يقدرون عمر السلاحف البحرية بنحو 175 مليون سنة وان لها دوراً في حفظ التوازن البيئي اذا ما اصبحت مهددة بالانقراض. 

وذكر السيد العطية ان السلاحف الخضراء وذات المنقار الصخري والسلاحف الشفافة والزيتونية والجلدية الظهر تزخر بها مياه الخليج وتشتهر بها في قطر المنطقة الساحلية الممتدة من الذخيرة إلى رأس ركن وذلك لتميزها بساحل رملي مناسب للتفقيس. 

الجدير بالذكر ان موسم التكاثر للسلاحف يبدأ في شهر ابريل ويستمر حتى شهر يوليو ويحصل التزاوج في المياه الضحلة قرب الشواطئ وتبيض الاناث كل عامين الى ثلاثة اعوام وتضع البيض ليلا عدة مرات في الموسم الواحد وتختار السلاحف اعشاشها بعيدا عن مناطق المد والجزر ويبلغ متوسط عدد البيض 75 بيضة وفترة الحضانة من 75-45 يوما وذلك حسب نوع السلاحف واوضح ان السلاحف تتغذى على الاسفنج وسرطانات البحر والقواقع والاصداف وقناديل البحر. 

http://www.al-sharq.com/xml/topics/article.xml?cu_no=1&item_no=101911&version=1&template_id=92&parent_id=4_____________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Brahimi
The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, this morning attended the funeral of Ezz el-Din Salim, the head of the Iraqi Governing Council who was assassinated yesterday.

Following speeches by the new head of the Council, Sheikh Ghazi el Yawer, and US Administrator Paul Bremer, Brahimi spoke to express his personal condolences and those of the United Nations to Salim’s family.

In speaking to the mourners, Brahimi explained that he had gotten to know Salim well over the last 10 days.  He called him a true patriot who was acutely aware of the suffering and aspirations of his fellow Iraqis.  Salim worked selflessly to restore sovereignty and rebuild his country, Brahimi said, but in the end he gave his life for that country.

Following the ceremony, which took place on the grounds of the Governing Council, Brahimi met with the Governor of Al Anbar province, Abdel Karim Bergis.  He also met with the head of Iraq’s Central Bank, Sinan el-Chebibi.

Lastly, Brahimi and his team met with Ambassador Paul Bremer and his advisers.

**Gaza
On Gaza, Terje Roed-Larsen, the Secretary-General’s Middle East Envoy, says he is very alarmed by the death and destruction wrought by the ongoing Israeli military operation in the southern Gaza Strip.

Reports say that among the mounting casualty count are many civilians and some children under 16 years of age.

In a statement issued today, Roed-Larsen calls on Israel, as the occupying Power, to act under the framework of international law, most critically in the protection of the civilian population.

The envoy reminds the Government of Israel that it has the responsibility to give free access to humanitarian workers, and that if the fighting escalates, which will further endanger civilians, Israel must allow for search and rescue operations.  Copies of that statement are available upstairs.

**UNRWA
On the ground, UNRWA, the UN agency in charge of Palestinian refugees, tells us that many Palestinian families are leaving the Rafah camp and are 

heading north to Khan Yunis, fleeing the fighting and fearing further demolition of homes by Israeli forces.

As many as 500 people have already taken refuge in UNRWA schools in Rafah.

UNRWA has prepositioned emergency supplies such as blankets, mattresses and food at two schools in Rafah to be used as reception centres for people fleeing and/or becoming homeless.

**Security Council
The Security Council has scheduled consultations at 4 o’clock this afternoon to consider a request for an immediate meeting to consider what the Chairman of the Arab Group describes as “the grave and ongoing Israeli violations and breaches of international law, in particular the widespread demolition of Palestinian homes in the Rafah area, and to take the necessary measures in this regard”.

**Legal Counsel
We have an appointment to announce today.  The Secretary-General has decided to appoint Nicolas Michel of Switzerland as the new Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and UN Legal Counsel.

Most recently, Mr. Michel has acted as Director of the International Law Directorate in the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs.  He is currently Chairman of the Committee of Legal Advisers on Public International Law of the Council of Europe.  And we have a full bio available upstairs.

**Darfur
On Darfur, the latest UN humanitarian profile of Darfur, Sudan, states that there are now in excess of 2 million conflict-affected people, as compared to 
1.1 million people in the previous update of April 2004.

The most recent update posted on ReliefWeb also reports that a senior UN humanitarian official was deported from South Darfur, and a UN vehicle carrying food, clearly marked with World Food Programme (WFP) signs, came under attack by the Janjaweed militia last week.

In that attack, two bags of WFP grain were looted; the WFP-hired truck driver was robbed, beaten and subsequently hospitalized.  The government drivers were also beaten, robbed, and one of the drivers was shot and injured.

Meanwhile, UNICEF said that in Chad, the countdown has begun to the start of the rainy season for humanitarian agencies helping the estimated 137,000 Sudanese refugees in the eastern part of the country.  In the rainy season, aid deliveries would become almost impossible.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
I have the following statement regarding the activities of Maurice Strong in the KoreanPeninsula:

“Mr. Maurice F. Strong will visit the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) as the Personal Envoy of the Secretary-General from 18 to 22 May to continue the Secretary-General’s initiative aimed at supporting the Beijing process and assisting multilateral efforts to negotiate diplomatically a comprehensive solution to the problems in the Korean Peninsula. While in Pyongyang, Mr. Strong will discuss with the DPRK government officials possible ways in which the Secretary-General might be able to further help in that regard, as well as humanitarian and economic aspects of the situation.”

**Security Council – Presidential Statement on Peacekeeping
The Security Council yesterday –- for those of you who didn’t stay around until 8 o’clock or whenever it was that the debate finished.  At the end of yesterday’s day-long debate on peacekeeping, the Security Council adopted a presidential statement.

The statement calls on Member States to contribute sufficient levels of trained troops, police and civilian personnel, and also calls on them to ensure the UN is provided with full political and financial support to meet challenges effectively.

The Council invites the Secretary-General to provide regular assessments of evolving needs in UN peacekeeping in order to identify critical gaps and unmet requirements.

**Berlusconi
As many of you have been asking us about, and as you know, the Secretary-General will be meeting with Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi this afternoon.

Immediately following the meeting, they will hold a short press encounter in the Secretary-General’s conference room.

There are a limited number of spaces available.  So, those journalists wishing to attend should contact the Media Liaison Office on the second floor.

**Northern Uganda
The UN team in Uganda condemns an attack by the rebel group known as the “Lord’s Resistance Army” on a camp for internally displaced persons in northern Uganda in which 39 people were killed and 17 injured.

UN humanitarian officials together with partners from non-governmental organizations went to the camp yesterday.

The number of persons internally displaced by fighting in northern Uganda and in dire need of humanitarian assistance and protection has increased from 600,000 to over 1.8 million.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Liberia
The World Food Programme has warned that, unless immediate donations are received, it may be forced to cut back on its food assistance to hundreds of thousands of Liberians.

**Guéhenno Travelling to DRC
From the Peacekeeping Department, we’re told that the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, will begin a weeklong working visit to the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the subregion starting tomorrow.

Guéhenno will meet with Congolese authorities to assess the status of the transitional process in the DRC and to urge the parties to continue their implementation of the Global All-Inclusive Agreement.  He will travel to Bunia, Bukavu and Uvira, in the east of the country, to review the deployment of the UN Mission’s Ituri and Kivu Brigades.

And after the DRC, Guéhenno is scheduled to travel to Uganda, Rwanda and South Africa.

**WHO/US AIDS Therapy
The World Health Organization today welcomed the US Government’s accelerated process for approving HIV/AIDS therapy drugs, which it says will make it easier for people in the developing world to receive simple and effective drugs.  We have more information on that upstairs.

**Decolonization Seminar
The UN’s Pacific Regional Seminar on Decolonization opened today in Papua New Guinea.

In his message to the seminar, the Secretary-General noted that despite the Organization’s proud historic accomplishments in the field of decolonization, the job is incomplete, with 16 Non-Self-Governing Territories remaining on the UN’s list.

It is the duty of the UN and the international community to bring the process of decolonization to a successful conclusion, he said.  He hoped that the seminar would help to devise strategies to support the Territories in their quest for self-determination.  We have the full text of that upstairs.

**Chinese Astronaut
For space fans, Yang Liwei, the Chinese astronaut who performed his country’s first space flight last year, will meet the Secretary-General tomorrow and will present him with a UN flag that had been on board his flight.  In an event beginning tomorrow afternoon at 12:30, the Secretary-General will receive the UN flag from Yang and will make brief remarks.

**Press Conference Today
And finally, a press conference.  This afternoon at 3:40 in this room, Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis of Greece will meet with you following his meeting with the Secretary-General.

That’s all I have for you.  Richard?

Questions and Answers
Question:  There were reports of an Iraqi delegation’s coming to New York.  Do you have any information on that?

Spokesman:  No, we have no official information on any programme of an Iraqi delegation in New York at this time.  Edie?

Question:  Fred, did you ever get a response to Bill Horner’s question from last Friday about the Staff Union’s request for an independent investigation of the OIOS?

Spokesman:  No, I didn’t.  I mean, in fairness to him, I did send the copy of the resolution adopted by the Staff Union upstairs asking for guidance.  But to date I haven’t gotten it.  As soon as I get, I’ll let you know.  Yes, sir?

Question:  About the agenda of the meeting between Mr. Annan and Greek Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis, could you give us some information about this?

Spokesman:  Sorry, we don’t have that information normally in advance.  To the extent it’s helpful, we try to give you a bit of a readout afterwards.  If you’d like such a readout, we’ll try to get one for you.  Richard?

Question:  I know this wasn’t occurring here, but there was an allegation against Ruud Lubbers.  You know, it’s on the Web site, but are you able to tell us the official reaction from the UNHCR head to this allegation of sexual harassment allegedly made?

Spokesman:  All we have is the text of the statement released by Lubbers in Geneva.  I can read it for you, if you want.  He says:

“It has been brought to my attention by Dileep Nair, the Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight, Office of Internal Oversight Services, that a complaint about sexual harassment has been filed against me by a UNHCR staff member.

“The complaint refers to a formal meeting in my office on 18 December 2003.  The meeting was attended by five other staff members.  The complaint was filed on 27 April of this year, more than four months after the alleged harassment.  In that meeting of last 18 December there was no improper behaviour on my part.”

So, that was issued by his spokesman in Geneva today.

Question:  What’s the status of the...?  What happens?  Who is investigating it?

Spokesman:  Well, as you can tell from the text of the statement, OIOS has opened an investigation.  But they don’t comment, in fact, they don’t even confirm that they are conducting such investigations.  So, you have more information from Mr. Lubbers than you would from OIOS.

Question:  And a subject you may not want to go into based upon what we talked about earlier in the week.  But was there an official closure or announcement on the black box?

Spokesman:  The report is in from the analysts in Ottawa and OIOS has drafted an executive summary of the complete technical report.  And now the 38th Floor is deciding when to release that executive summary to you and whether to release any additional information to you.  But I think you’ll probably be getting it tomorrow.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "DDT" ��


Jakarta Post - Set for ban, DDT lingers in battle against malaria� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Phaseout" ��MSNBC.Com - Dirty dozen' chemicals phase-out begins�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bamboo" ��AllAfrica.com (Vanguard, Lagos) - UNEP Report Seeks Urgent Action to Protect Bamboo from Extinction� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forest" ��PANA Press - Loss of forest endangers wild bamboo - Report�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Plant" ��The Star Online - The Bamboo, a versatile plant�
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