[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, 19  November 2002



Other Environment-related News

· REUTERS - Oil slick hits fishing, wildlife on Spanish coast
· BBC - Spain battles to contain oil damage

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "Storms" 

REUTERS - One dead as violent storms batter Euro
pe

· BBC - Secrets of a winning design






Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "ROE" 

ROE







Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for  18 November 2002
· U.N. Highlights of  18 November 2002
XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

Infrastructure projects need cultural impact assessments: UNEP 

 NAIROBI, Nov. 18 (Xinhua) --New construction and development projects should not be allowed without an evaluation of their cultural impacts, the chief of the UN Environment Program (UNEP) said here Monday. 

      "New dam-building, mining and road-development schemes should only get the green light after thorough  assessments of their impacts on the lives and cultures of indigenous peoples," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

      Conserving and promoting cultural diversity was no nod in the direction of nostalgia, but was an economic  imperative, he said while addressing the 4th International Conference of the International Alliance of  Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forests. He said that global studies, carried out by UNEP in   collaboration with other UN agencies, academics and local people, have found a firm link between cultural  and linguistic diversity and biodiversity. 

      "If you look at languages, you can see the links. On a global level we have less than 7,000 languages and of  those up to 2,500 are on the Red List of endangered languages," he said. 

      "If you correlate this to biodiversity, the wealth of animal and plant life on the planet, you see that where  you are losing cultural diversity, you are losing biodiversity, and visa versa," he told the conference which  has attracted indigenous peoples from Africa and Latin America to Asia and the Pacific. 

      Toepfer said the wealth of animal and plant life nurtured by indigenous, tribal and local peoples "for

      generations, for ages" amounted to a treasure trove of potentially promising new drugs, crops and industrial  products for the 21st century. 

      Sadly, many of these cultures and their indigenous knowledge are being lost, partly as a result of the      globalization of trade and the rising dominance of western or northern-style values and traditions. 

      Big infrastructure developments such as dams and mining camps and insensitive tourism projects are also taking their toll. 

      They have either forced indigenous communities from their lands or brought such peoples and their cultures  into conflict with new ones for which they may be ill-prepared. 

      " The more we lose diversity, both culturally and in the natural world, the more we run the risk of instability,  the possibility of disasters such as crop failures and basic knowledge on coping with natural disasters such as drought," said Toepfer. 

      Toepfer told delegates that UNEP would be furthering such issues at the next meeting of its Governing Council set to take place in Nairobi in February 2003. 

      "These issues are a real challenge for the UN system. However we will lay them before governments

      attending the Governing Council and ask them what we can do more to conserve cultural diversity and to   more fairly share the genetic diversity which they hold," he said.
______________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

November 18, 2002 

UNEP calls for assessment of infrastructure impact on people 

      The development of major infrastructure projects should only be allowed after a thorough assessment of

      their impact on local people, the executive director of the UN Environment Programme said Monday. 

      "New dam-building, mining and road-development schemes should only get the green light after thorough

      assessment of their impact on the lives and culture of indigenous people," the UNEP's Klaus Toepfer told a

      conference on tribal and indigenous peoples. 

      He proposed that the legally binding standards that are already being applied with regard to such projects

      and the environment should also be used when assessing their impact on lifestyle and cultures of indigenous  people. "If you look at languages, you see the links," Toepfer said at the Fourth International Conference  here of the International Alliance of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forests, according to a UNEP statement. 

      "On a global level we have less than 7,000 languages and of those up to 2,500 are on the Red list of      endangered languages. 

      "If you correlate this to biodiversity, the wealth of animals and plant life on the planet, you see that where      you are losing cultural diversity, you are losing biodiversity and vice versa." 

      The statement also pointed out that "indigenous knowledge, which has been nurtured for generations and      ages is being lost, partly because of globalisation of trade and the media, and the rising dominance of the      western or northern-style values and traditions." 

      "This is why I fully support the call for cultural damage to be assessed. The more we lose diversity, both      culturally and in the natural world, the more we run the risk of instability, the possibility of disaster such as      crop failures and basic knowledge on coping with natural disasters such as drought," said Toepfer. 

      Several studies, including those conducted by agencies of the United Nations, have found a link between      cultural and linguistic diversity and biodiversity, the UNEP statement said. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua News Agency

Development of tourism must be sustainable: UNEP official 

GUILIN, Nov. 18 (Xinhua) --The development of tourism should be carried out in a sustainable manner to

      provide sufficient opportunities for future growth, said a senior United Nations official here Monday. 

      Nirmal Andrews, regional director for Asia and the Pacific of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), said

      tourist host countries, in the course of developing the tourism industry, should ensure that local cultural

      traditions, the ecological environment and bio-diversity remain unharmed. "Otherwise there will be no

      business left for you," he said in his address to the Boao Forum for Asia --Tourism Conference, currently

      underway in this famous scenic city in the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, south China. 

      Some 500 political figures and tourist professionals are here to discuss the opportunities for cooperation in

      the field of tourism, with a special focus on sustainable tourism. 

      According to Andrews, the tourism sector generates 11 percent of global GDP and 207 million jobs.

      Meanwhile, further development of the industry will result in environmental pollution and ecological damage, with a negative impact on the social and cultural aspects of people's lives. 

      Sustainable tourism has drawn worldwide attention, he said, noting that "tourism was identified as a key

      sector for sustainable development at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa, in August this year." 

      Guilin Mayor Wang Yuefei said that only by adopting a sustainable tourist development strategy can the

      vitality of Guilin be maintained. 

      Guilin has made huge efforts to resolve environmental problems and greatly improve the environment around the Lijiang River, the lifeline of local tourism, he said. 

      Through careful planning and construction, Guilin has created a beautiful blend of urban construction,      beautiful landscapes, cultural relics and historic and cultural traditions. 

      According to Wang, Guilin's experience serves as a useful model for other tourist cities in China.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Oil slick hits fishing, wildlife on Spanish coast
  LA CORUNA, Spain - A huge oil slick closed down fishing and devastated wildlife on Spain's northwest coast on the weekend, as  rescuers battled in rough seas to salvage a stricken tanker still carrying over 70,000 tonnes of oil. 

  Thick black sludge covered a stretch of more than 35 km (22 miles) of the rocky coast of Galicia. Ecologists battled to save scores of  oil-coated seabirds. 

  But environmental groups said a much worse catastrophe loomed if the 26-year-old tanker Prestige, damaged in a storm on Wednesday,  should break in two amid seven-metre (22-foot) waves in the Atlantic after Spain ordered it to leave its waters. 

  The World Wildlife Fund said that if all the oil leaked, it would be one of the largest spills ever, about twice the size of the Exxon Valdez spill off Alaska in 1989, but the Spanish government played down the threat. 

  Residents of the "Coast of Death", notorious for its many shipwrecks over history, complained the regional government had done too little too late to contain a slick of more than 3,000 tonnes of fuel oil spilled by the Prestige on Wednesday. 

  "This is the worst thing that could have happened," said the head of Galicia's Fishing Association. "We were just about to begin our Christmas catches, the busiest time of the year." 

  Regional authorities suspended all fishing along the coast - famous for its goose barnacles, octopus and crabs - and deployed some seven  km (four miles) of inflatable barriers to try to contain the slick. 

  STRONGER WINDS PREDICTED 

  Tugs from a Dutch salvage company were towing the Prestige south, 100 km (65 miles) off the Spanish coast, but tempestuous weather  made it impossible to transfer fuel from the ship, which has a gash of more than 10 metres (32 feet) below its waterline. 

  "The ship survived the night," said Lars Walder, a spokesman for Smit Salvage. "The weather has improved, although there are gale force winds predicted for Wednesday." 

  He said the salvage company was seeking a sheltered harbour where it could transfer fuel from the Prestige. 

  The Greek captain of the Bahamas-flagged Prestige was due to testify in court on the weekend. Police arrested him on Friday as soon as he  was evacuated from the ship on suspicion of disobeying authorities and harming the environment. 

  The Spanish government produced documents from shipping authorities in Latvia and France allegedly showing the Prestige was bound for Gibraltar - a revelation that could worsen a political row over the British colony on Spain's southern coast. 

  "Spain reserves the right to take any legal action applicable under maritime law," Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar said. "But at the moment we are anxiously trying to avert a tragedy for the environment and Spain's coast." 

  Spain has alleged that the Prestige regularly plied between Latvia and Gibraltar, neither of which belong to the international body  responsible for ship inspections. Spain says the ship was last inspected in 1999. 

  Swiss-based oil trading house Crown Resources, which owns the oil on the Prestige, has repeatedly said the vessel was headed for  Singapore. 

  The British ambassador to Madrid, Peter Torry, has dismissed as "complete nonsense" suggestions the Prestige was heading for Gibraltar.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Spain battles to contain oil damage
               Oil is being washed up on Galicia's beaches A salvage company says it has turned over a stricken oil               tanker off Spain's Atlantic coast, reducing the risk that  the ship will split and dump its entire cargo of fuel into the sea. 

               "We've been able to turn the ship around so that the damaged hull is not facing the waves, and that certainly reduces the chances of the ship breaking up," said a spokesman for the Dutch SMIT salvage company. 

               Monday saw tugs pulled  the Prestige tanker into calmer Portuguese-administered waters, in an effort to stop it creating further environmental damage. 

               The owners of the tanker  had reportedly said they would apply to dock in a Portuguese port, but the               country's Prime Minister, Jose Manuel Durao Barroso, said the Prestige would not be allowed at any port in Portugal. 

               "Our intention is obviously  not to give authorisation to dock because this ship is the cause of an ecological disaster," he said. 

               The tanker has already spilt 3,000 metric tons of oil into the sea, much of which has washed up on Galicia's  beaches and fishing ports, causing huge environmental damage. 

               The Prestige first ran into difficulties after its hull cracked during a storm last Wednesday, allowing oil to leak through a 35-metre gash in its side. 

               Averting disaster 

               The tanker has been towed into calmer waters in an effort to transfer its oil to another tanker, the salvage firm said. 

               The ship was reported to be losing more oil on Monday, although at a slower rate than on previous days. 

               Experts are trying to minimise leakage from the vessel, with  environmentalists warning that if               the ship spilt all her 77,000-ton load, the resulting damage could  be twice that of the Exxon Valdez               disaster off the coast of Alaska in 1989, one of the worst ever. 

               Spanish Government officials, however, are optimistic that efforts to stem the flow of oil will be               successful. 

               "If no more fuel hits the coast, the ongoing clean-up could be finished in a month," said regional councillor Enrique Lopez Veiga. 

               A BBC correspondent in Madrid says the prospects for averting a disaster depend on the weather. 

               So far winds of 80km/h (50mph) have been seriously hampering salvage efforts. 

               Fishing banned 

               The Spanish authorities have suspended fishing along  the 100-kilometre stretch of coastline from Roncudo to Cape Tourinan. 

               The government has promised financial compensation for losses sustained by local fishermen. 

               Whole communities depend on fishing in the area, which is famous for its shellfish, octopus               and crabs. 

               "This is a disaster for the whole village. It will ruin whole families," said retired fisherman Jose               Carrapero. 

               As local residents pushed ahead with an emergency clean-up operation, other European countries offered assistance in response to a Spanish appeal. 

               "Numerous European Union member-states have  offered to provide vessels and equipment," said a               spokesperson from the European Environment Commission. 

               Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar - under fire from environmentalists for what they consider to be a timid  response to the disaster - vowed to make whoever was  responsible pay for Spain's worst shipping disaster in 10 years. 

               Coast of death 

               The captain of the vessel, which was registered in the  Bahamas, has been remanded in custody with bail set at 3m euros ($3m). 

               Apostolos Mangouras is accused of failing to co-operate  with salvage crews and harming the environment. 

               Spain's north-west coastline is known as the "Coast of Death" because of the many shipwrecks that have  occurred there. 

               The worst in recent years was in 1992, when the Greek  tanker Aegean Sea lost tens of millions of tons of crude  oil when it ran aground near A Coruna. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

One dead as violent storms batter Europe
  VIENNA - Violent storms in Europe killed one person, forced villagers to flee mudslides, disrupted transportation and triggered severe  flooding. 

  Hurricane-like winds derailed an Austrian locomotive engine at Salzburg, killing one person and injuring others after it came off the tracks  in Pinzgau region, rescue services said. 

  The area has been hammered by winds of up to 160 kilometres (100 miles) an hour since Thursday, and on Saturday the whole of Salzburg  region was declared a "disaster zone". 

  "We are having trouble with our radio communications because of the storm, so we cannot confirm how many people were in or around  that locomotive," a Red Cross spokesperson said, appealing to local people to stay indoors. 

  Swiss police said a frantic search for victims was underway in the mountainous eastern canton of Grisons after a wall of mud injured  several people and forced the evacuation of scores more from the tiny Swiss village of Schlans following heavy rains. 

  "A local helicopter pilot was able to fly to Schlans and land there amid the most difficult weather conditions," cantonal police said, adding  he was able to evacuate some residents while others made their way to safety on foot. 

  A mudslide injured four other people trying to clear a blocked road in nearby town of Reuen. 

  Mudslides and flooding also disrupted major rail lines, including the Gotthard route through the Alps that connects Switzerland with Italy.  Thirteen people died in October 2000 when a mudslide hit the southwestern Swiss town of Gondo. 

  In southeastern France, a high-speed TGV train derailed after a mudslide engulfed tracks between Lyon and Chambery, authorities said.  No one was injured. 

  Almost 200 French homes were evacuated and main roads were cut off in the Valence area near Grenoble as the Rhone river and tributaries  swelled to more than two metres above safe levels. 

  Severe flooding in Scotland forced many people to evacuate their homes and torrential rain has caused problems in many areas of England  and Wales, where 21 flood warnings and 76 flood watch alerts were declared by the Environment Agency. 

  But in north Scotland major flooding forced many people to spend the day in emergency shelters, with no immediate prospect of a return  to their homes. Several roads and railways in the region were forced to close, creating travel chaos. 

  In southern Germany, storms in Bavaria caused trees to fall and smash onto cars and damage houses. Authorities advised communities in  the region to stay at home for safety. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Secrets of a winning design
               The closest most people get to a blue whale  One of the reasons David Attenborough's natural history               programmes continue to astound the viewer is because  they keep coming up with extraordinary pictures. 

               Just when you think you have seen the entire world on  your multi-channel TV, along comes Sir David with something new - something different. 

               What makes it possible of course is the relentless march of technology:  new camera techniques expose               behaviour animals would rather  keep secret, particularly from  predators. 

               And this is especially true of  many of the creatures  featured in his latest series, The Life Of Mammals,               because they are nocturnal. 

               The programmes are indebted to some very clever low-light and infra-red photography. One of the most              remarkable sequences takes place inside a platypus burrow as a mother cares for its new-born. 

               Satellite tracking 

               "We put a radio tag, a little collar, on one of the platypuses," Sir David explains. "That sends a signal               that goes through the earth, so we could follow its beep along a tunnel and up a bank, and then it suddenly              stopped and we knew that's where her burrow was. 

               "So then we put in [the probe], very, very gently, and carefully  broke through the surface of the          burrow and peered inside with  this little camera." 

               The result is extraordinary footage never caught on camera before. It is a  sequence Sir David first               tried to get 20 years  previously in Life On Earth.  "There are things you can do now you couldn't dream               of doing two decades ago,"  he says. 

               One of the film-maker's  favourite moments in the  new series comes when he  pilots a small boat within metres of the tail fin of a blue  whale. The biggest mammal of them all is a solitary animal and you cannot just tip up in a boat to film it like penguins in a zoo. 

               "It's very difficult to find them. I used to think it  would be impossible to  film up close to them.               But research teams now  put radio tags on  whales. Every time a  blue whale comes up to breathe, which is every

               20 minutes or so, the  tag sends a signal back  to the lab via satellite. 

               "You can plot their movements and with that information you can  whiz off in a launch and catch up with one of  them." 

               The duck-billed platypus: A mammal that lays an egg The Life Of Mammals marks Sir David's 50th               year filming wildlife on television. 

               The £8m series aims to explain why the 4,000  or so mammal species have become so pervasive. With bodies kept warm by thick coats of fur and their developing young  protected and nourished by their bodies, these               animals have managed to colonise every part of the globe. 

               The series is a gallery of the beautiful and the bizarre and it is topped off by the most extraordinary animal to have ever walked across the Earth - us. 

               "Mammals are a group of animals that we fill  most akin to - they  have fur and hair and  you can pat them -  much more than we do  towards, say, reptiles or amphibians. And of  course, we are  mammals, too." 

               Sir David continues: "It's only five million   years since a relative of the apes stood  upright on the plains of Africa, a very brief episode in the three thousand million year  history of life on this planet. 

               "In that short time, one exceptional species of mammal - ourselves - has overrun the Earth.  Yet we are still part of a complex network of  animals and plants that brought us into existence. 

               "In one way, however, we differ from any other species that has ever existed. For the  first time, our unique species has the continued survival of all others in its hands." 

               The Life Of Mammals is broadcast in the UK on  BBC One, starting on Wednesday, 20  November, at 2100 GMT, and repeated on  Sunday afternoons.

______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

November 19, 2002

10 drown as flash floods sweep central Kenya town 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - At least 10 people were confirmed dead and property of unknown value destroyed Monday when flash floods swept a settlement in central Kenya following a heavy rainfall. Four of the victims were members of the same family. They drowned in the night after a river near their residential estate in Kiambu town, about 20 kilometres north of Nairobi, burst its banks, police said. Among the dead were four adults and six children. The floods uprooted trees and water pipes and swept away several houses in the town.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027889&dte=18/11/2002
Mauritius to review law on water quality 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Mauritius is to revise its existing legislation to ensure that the quality of bottled water in the country conformed with the World Health Organisation (WHO) standards, Health Minister Ashok Jugnauth said. He said Monday that samples of some bottled water had been sent abroad for analysis at specialised laboratories. "We will take the necessary measures according to the results of that analysis," Jugnauth added. The move followed findings by a British chemist and a Mauritian University scientist, Cameron McLeod, that water in the country had "carcinogenic products."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027861&dte=18/11/2002
Mauritania works on national Environment Plan 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Some 60 environment protection specialists, representatives of NGOs, the private sector and development partners, began a workshop Monday in Nouakchott, on Mauritania's Environment and Sustainable Development Plan (PANE). The Plan focuses on a participatory approach at all levels and the integration of environmental issues in the sectoral development strategies. It also seeks to mobilise development partners to finance relevant programmes. PANE is expected to have focal points in all government departments dealing with the environment and sustainable development. The programme is to be funded by the Mauritanian government, the UNDP and other development partners.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027841&dte=18/11/2002
UN Habitat unveils water awareness campaign in Eastern Africa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - UN-Habitat on Monday unveiled a programme in Nairobi aimed at enhancing the economic use and preservation of water resources in eight African countries. The UN-Habitat initiative, Water for African Cities Awareness Campaign, was launched alongside a three-day workshop on water for journalists from Eastern and Southern Africa. The programme, which is part of the UN Habitat's intensive 'Managing Water for African Cities Programme, covers cities in Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Zambia and Burundi. UN Habitat executive director, Anna Tibaijuka, said there would be intensive water education in involving municipal authorities in the eight participating countries. She said the programme would also introduce water audit initiatives in schools and colleges.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027835&dte=18/11/2002
Swiss Government Offers Alarm System for Volcanic Eruptions Near Goma

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: The Swiss government has offered to provide and install an alarm system in the city of Goma, eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, to warn residents of significant volcanic activity in the region. The proposal - which the Goma Volcanic Observatory, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), and the government of North Kivu Province are considering, calls for three or four powerful sirens to be installed in strategic locations throughout the city. The alarm system would be solar-powered and radio-operated, with the central control system located in the offices of the observatory.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211180149.html
______________________________________________________________________________________

_ ROAP Media Update – 19 November 2002

_____________________________________________________


Topical News Issues
Development of tourism must be sustainable: UNEP official
GUILIN, Nov. 19, 2002 (Xinhuanet) -- The development of tourism should be carried out in a sustainable manner to provide sufficient opportunities for future growth, said a senior United Nations official here Monday. 
Nirmal Andrews, regional director for Asia and the Pacific of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), said tourist host countries, inthe course of developing the tourism industry, should ensure that local cultural traditions, the ecological environment and bio-diversity remain unharmed. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2002-11/19/content_633564.htm 

Children draw up charter for U.N. 
Indo-Asian News Service, Nov 8, 2002 - New Delhi : Issues like energy conservation, use of clean fuels, afforestation and adoption of renewable energy resources are among the issues contained in a Children’s Charter drawn up by 140 students from 25 schools of Delhi at a parallel conference on the sidelines of the 8th Conference of Parties of the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP8). The charter was presented to conference on Oct. 30. 
Organised by the Tata Energy Research Institute (TERI), the meeting was addressed by Hadj Madok, COP8 deputy executive secretary, I. Holt Brekker from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Barbara Black, liaison officer for nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). TERI had earlier educated the children on the role of increasing global climate changes and pollution. 
“This is for the first time a children’s charter will be presented to a U.N. environment meet. It is good to start with children. The earlier one starts, the better,” said Madok. 
http://www.newsindia-times.com/2002/11/08/tow-19-children.html

Japan industry minister proposes coal tax
JAPAN: November 18, 2002 - TOKYO - Japan's trade and industry minister, Takeo Hiranuma, proposed last week introducing a tax on coal in part to fund environmental policies to reduce gases that cause global warming.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18621/story.htm 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ROE

UNEP and UN in the News

Le Monde,15 novembre:  Reprise partielle de la vente d'ivoire, la baleine toujours protégée
La 12e conférence de la Convention sur le commerce international des espèces de faune et de flore sauvages menacées d'extinction (CITES) a autorisé vendredi 15 novembre, à Santiago du Chili, la vente des stocks d'ivoire de trois pays africains, mais a rejeté une initiative du Japon visant à commercialiser des produits à base de deux espèces de baleine. Les représentants des 160 pays membres de la CITES ont confirmé en séance plénière, lors de leur ultime journée de travail, les votes du Comité technique effectués ces derniers jours à la majorité des deux-tiers.

http://www.lemonde.fr/recherche_articleweb/1,9687,298431,00.html?query=esp%E8ces+menac%E9es&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&debutjour=&debutmois=&debutannee=&finjour=&finmois=&finannee=&G_NBARCHIVES=751+517
UN body halts trade of Black Sea dolphins

Santiago, 18 November - Reversing an earlier decision, members of the Convention on International Trade on Endangered Species approved a proposal by Georgia to make the annual quota for trade in the species zero, conservationists said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18636/story.htm
UN body orders members to get tough on bear trade

SANTIAGO, Chile - A U.N. body backed safeguards to protect bears from a gruesome practice under which they are kept in tiny cages and milked for bile from gaping wounds.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18622/story.htm
UN body shields basking and whale sharks

SANTIAGO, Chile - A U.N. meeting on endangered species last week tightened controls on catching the world's two largest types of fish, basking and whale sharks.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18634/story.htm
From Brussels, the following Press Release from the Danish Presidency:

Results from the 12th Conference of the Parties to CITES

All of the EU Member States were represented at the 12th Conference of the Parties to CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora), which took place 3 ­ 15 November in Santiago, Chile. We welcomed the outcome of the of the conference which can be seen as one of the most succesful ever.

The European Community is not a Party to CITES but implements the Convention through Community law and, therefore, adopts a common position on all important issues before and at the Conference. We are fully committed to the underlying principles of the convention regarding protection of wildlife from unsustainable trade. We welcome the decision in Santiago to urge Parties which have not done so to ratify the Gabarone amendment. This would allow the European Community to become a contracting Party to CITES, in addition to the individual Member States which are all already parties.

- The EU supports the decision to list big-leaf mahogany on Appendix II of the Convention. This will allow greater co-operation between exporting and importing countries to ensure that only trade of legally and sustainably

harvested timber is allowed. We also welcome the endorsement of other timber proposals concerning Monkey-puzzle and Tree of life.

- We are extremely pleased that the proposals to list Basking Shark and Whale Shark on Appendix II of CITES were finally adopted, especially since exploitation of these species is very poorly regulated at international

level. In addition we support the decision to include seahorses in Appendix II, given the threats posed to these fish by international trade.

- The EU is satisfied that CITES maintained its position that commercial trade in whale products should not be allowed until the International Whaling Commission deemed that this was appropriate. We did not support two

proposals by Japan to downlist population of Minke whales and Bryde¹s whales and these were defeated by the Conference.

- The Community also contributed to a positive outcome with regard to the problems facing the Black Sea Bottle-nosed Dolphin by supporting a compromise proposal for stricter protection under CITES.

- With regard to elephants, the Community would have preferred that any decision on sale of ivory should be taken at CoP13. However, we were pleased that the Conference imposed strict conditions on the limited one-off sale of ivory from South Africa, Botswana and Namibia and that this sale will not take place until May 2004 at the earliest. We also expressed concerns about the adequacy of enforcement measures in Zimbabwe and Zambia, whose proposals for ivory sale were defeated. We welcome the decisions taken to improve enforcement of anti-poaching and control of illegal ivory trade.

- The Community appreciates the decision by Australia to withdraw its proposal to list Toothfish species on Appendix II, and supports measures adopted by the Conference to improve co-operation between CITES and the Commission on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources.

- We also shared the consensus at the conference in favour of increasing the number of Asian freshwater turtles and tortoises on CITES with the co-operation of countries in that region.

- The Community is pleased that most of its proposals to list additional species on the CITES appendices and to improve the implementation of the Convention were positively received.

- Finally, the Community welcomes the consensus resolution of the budgetary problems faced by CITES, which have dogged successive Conferences, by agreeing to a 6% increase in the contributions from Parties.

Contact information Lotte Barfoed, Danish Forest and Nature Agency, phone: +45 2371 3150

Peter Hyldgaard, Danish Forest and Nature Agency, phone: +45 2078 1452    

General Environment News

Stricken tanker towed away from Spanish coast
LA CORUNA, Spain - Salvage tugs hauled a stricken oil tanker away from the Spain's craggy northwestern coast as authorities battled to contain a 20-mile (37-km) slick threatening the region's pristine beaches.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18625/story.htm
Spain arrests captain of stricken tanker

LA CORUNA - Spanish police arrested the Greek captain of a stricken oil tanker as fears grew that his ship carrying more than 70,000 tonnes of fuel oil could break up, causing a disastrous spill… The Spanish government's representative in the Galicia region, Arsenio Fernandez de Mesa, said he was arrested on suspicion of disobeying authorities and harming the environment.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18632/story.htm
_____________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by the Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Guest at noon

           We will have a guest for our noon briefing today.  Masood Haider, the Humanitarian Coordinator for the

     Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, will be joining us today to talk about the situation in the DPRK.

           **Statement of Secretary-General on Iraq

           The following is a statement attributable to the Secretary-General:  “The chief United Nations weapons

     inspectors, Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei, arrive in Baghdad today to begin a crucial new phase of disarmament.

           “Security Council Resolution 1441 states clearly what the Government of Iraq must do.  Acting in unison,

     Council Members demanded that Iraq grant prompt and unfettered access to all and any sites.

           “I urge President Saddam Hussein to comply fully with the Council’s demands, for the sake of his people,

     regional stability and world order.”

           **Iraq

           As you know, an advance team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission and the

     International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) arrived in Baghdad at about 1:30 p.m. local time.

           The 30-member team, led by IAEA Director General Mohammed ElBaradei and UNMOVIC Executive

     Chairman Hans Blix, were met at the airport by General Hosan Amin, the head of Iraq’s National Monitoring

     Directorate, and by Ramiro Lopes da Silva, the head of the UN humanitarian office in Iraq.  This advance group will concentrate on getting the inspection offices up and running again after a prolonged absence from Iraq.

           Before leaving Cyprus earlier today, Blix said the first inspectors would arrive a week later and they planned to start weapons inspections from 27 November onwards.  Dr. Blix added that he would report to the Security Council two  months after the resumption of inspections.  The Iraqi declaration to be submitted no later than 8 December would be  analyzed by UNMOVIC and serve as an important basis for verification.

           Dr. ElBaradei said that “This is an opportunity for peace”.  He hoped that Iraq would make full use of this

     opportunity and cooperate in the implementation of Security Council resolutions, which would “open the way for them to come back as a full member of the international community and suspend and eventually eliminate sanctions”. 

           Both Drs. Blix and ElBaradei will have a meeting later today with senior Iraqi officials.  The two also plan to  hold a press conference later on Tuesday afternoon in Baghdad.

           **Secretary-General travels -– Bosnia, Kosovo

           The Secretary-General was in Sarejevo earlier today, which is where he expressed the statement on Iraq that I just read.  This morning, he met there with the three members of the Bosnian Presidency:  Mirko Sarovic, Dragan Covic and Sulejman Tihic.

           He welcomed their common resolve to introduce a series of reforms to bring Bosnia into compliance with

     European economic and social standards as a prelude for applying to membership in the European Union.  He urged  them to continue these efforts after the UN Mission ends its work in Bosnia next month and to work with its  neighbours to fight terrorism, human trafficking and organized crime, and he also pledged continued UN support to  improve the economy and strengthen the rule of law.

           The Secretary-General then met with the Council of Ministers, with whom he reiterated his offer of UN support  for Bosnian reforms, telling them that, speaking from experience as a reformer, he knew that process would take time.   He suggested that the Government consider demilitarizing the country, as Costa Rica has done, to reduce military spending and free up resources.

           After that meeting, the Secretary-General spoke to the press, saying that rebuilding is more than bricks and

     mortar, and that “we need to reconcile, we need to seek justice, we need to ensure that the returnees are reintegrated peacefully”.

           Before leaving Sarajevo, the Secretary-General met with three representatives of the Mothers of Srebrenica, who lost their children during the 1995 massacre there, and told them he could barely imagine the pain they had experienced.

           He has since traveled to Kosovo, where he was briefed by his Special Representative, Michael Steiner, and

     afterward spoke to assembled staff of the UN Mission.  This afternoon he met with President Ibrahim Rugova, Prime Minister Bajram Rexhepi and other senior officials.

           Yesterday, the Secretary-General arrived in Sarajevo and had a working lunch with the heads of the principal  international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

           He then dedicated a monument to UN personnel who lost their lives in the former Yugoslavia, and said of the  monument, which stands outside the UN Headquarters in Sarajevo, “This memorial will serve to reinforce our own determination -– as peacekeepers, citizens and members of the human family -– to build better lives for succeeding generations”.

           Nane Annan, the Secretary-General’s wife, had a programme of her own in Sarajevo, where today she visited  an inclusive kindergarten for Roma children, supported by the UN Children’s Fund, and yesterday witnessed an interactive presentation by and for young people on avoiding the dangers of AIDS and other sexually transmitted  diseases.

           **Kosovo

           Also on Kosovo, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Michael Steiner, yesterday flew to the

     municipality of Istok, to see two Serbian Orthodox churches that had been damaged over the weekend, and voiced his condemnation of what he called “religious vandalism”.

           He said, “Those responsible for these acts want to undermine Kosovo’s success, especially on the eve of the visit of the Secretary-General … They will not achieve their aim”.  The UN Mission will launch reconstruction work on  the churches.  We have a press release with more information on that.

           **DRC Talks

           Talks aimed at concluding an all-inclusive transitional power-sharing agreement in the Democratic Republic of  the Congo continued over the weekend in Pretoria, South Africa, among the Congolese parties under joint United  Nations/South African mediation.  The informal consultations, co-chaired by UN Special Envoy Moustapha Niasse and  South African Minister Sydney Mufamadi, had resumed on Friday following a 12-day suspension.

           At a plenary session on Saturday, the participants were given copies of a working document prepared by the  mediation team, which synthesizes the various power-sharing proposals submitted by the Congolese parties.  On Sunday and today, the mediation team met with each of the Congolese groups, one after the other, to hear their comments on and proposed amendments to the document.  The talks are expected to run through 23 November. 

           Any agreement reached on transitional power-sharing arrangements would then be formally endorsed by the  inter-Congolese dialogue chaired by the facilitator, Sir Ketumile Masire.  For more information, you can pick up a note  in my office.

           **Afghanistan

           In a message to the panel on “Afghanistan, one year on”, the Secretary-General noted a list of achievements   since the Bonn Agreement.  He said “The list is long, and is one everyone associated with the work of the United Nations in Afghanistan can be very proud of”.

           However, he underscored in the message, which was delivered by Kieran Prendergast,

     Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, that “the challenges facing Afghanistan remain immense:  from security to development to creating the political and social institutions necessary for a stable, free and prosperous society with equal rights for all”.  We have the full text of the message in the office.

           Also on Afghanistan, the former world champion boxer and UN Messenger of Peace, Muhammad Ali, started  Sunday a 3-day mission to the country.  Mr. Ali is undertaking a humanitarian mission to Afghanistan to raise  awareness of the humanitarian needs of the people of Afghanistan and the work of the UN there.  The Mission is being  sponsored by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP)  We have a press release available upstairs.

           **Afghanistan News

           There will be a two-day meeting in Munich, Germany, starting on Friday, focusing on the preservation of the Bamiyan buddhas.  The meeting is expected to finalize the work of the UNESCO committee on safeguarding     Afghanistan’s cultural heritage.  You can read more in the briefing notes from Kabul.

           In other news, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is currently distributing 3,700 metric tonnes of  wheat seeds and 7,000 metric tonnes of fertilizer to about half a million people in almost all the provinces in

     Afghanistan.  All seeds were purchased from local suppliers participating in the Seed Multiplication Programme and  FAO estimates the seeds will yield 120,000 metric tonnes of wheat.  We have a press release with more information.

           **Security Council

           There are no Security Council meetings or consultations scheduled for today.  Tomorrow, the Council has

     scheduled consultations to consider the Secretary-General’s most recent report on the “oil-for-food” program in Iraq,  which is out on the racks today.

           **Myanmar

           Razali Ismail, the Secretary-General's Special Envoy for Myanmar, completed his ninth mission to that

     country on Saturday.  Razali continues to believe that dialogue on substantive issues is essential if a lasting and durable national reconciliation in Myanmar is to be achieved.  He urged the Government and the National League for  Democracy to maximize and develop the existing channel of discussion in order to bring such a dialogue about.  The  Special Envoy remains committed to helping to facilitate national reconciliation and democratization in Myanmar.  He  intends to return to Myanmar early next year to assess developments there.  We put out a note over the weekend with the details of his visit there.

           **Sudan

           We also put out a statement on Saturday, which said that the Secretary-General that morning had phoned

     Sudan’s President, Omar Al-Bashir, and John Garang, leader of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement, to convey  his encouragement for the current peace talks going on in Kenya.  He registered his satisfaction with the progress  made to date and urged the two sides to continue negotiating in good faith until peace prevails in the Sudan.

           **Deputy Secretary-General

           The Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, arrived today in Berne, Switzerland, to participate in the

     launch of the 2003 Consolidated Appeals for humanitarian assistance on 19 November.  She will be the keynote speaker at the launch and we have her embargoed speech available upstairs.

           **Press Releases

           Some press releases:  The two-week conference of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered

     Species Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES, ended on Friday in Santiago, Chile.  Among the key decisions adopted, was  the addition of mahogany to the list of endangered species requiring governments to ensure all exports are sustainable and covered by CITES export permits.

           Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), Carol Bellamy, begins a more than

     two-week visit to Africa today.  She will visit Senegal, Ghana, Namibia, Tanzania and Ethiopia and will focus on AIDS,  girls’ education and the effects of the drought in the Horn of Africa.  While in Senegal, she will launch the State of the World’s Vaccines and Immunization report.

           We also have two other press releases embargoed until Wednesday to bring to your attention.  The first one is  on the launch of the State of the World’s Vaccines and Immunization report and the second one is on the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) 2000 report.

           **Budget

           Today, we received a couple of large contributions to the peacekeeping budget.  We received a payment from the United States of more than $30 million and one from Italy of more than $6 million.

           **Guest at noon tomorrow

           Carolyn McAskie, the United Nations Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, will be joining us at noon

     tomorrow to launch the Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeals for 2003.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes, please.

           **Questions and Answers    

           Question:   Do you have any information on whom Blix and ElBaradei will be meeting today?

           Deputy Spokesman:    I was told that it will be senior Iraqi officials, but not including Saddam Hussein himself.

           Question:   Has the Secretary-General received the replies of the parties from Cyprus today?

           Deputy Spokesman:    Well, the Secretary-General said today that he had asked the two leaders to give him

     their reaction to his proposal today and is now waiting to get these reactions through his Special Representative,  Alvaro de Soto.  The Secretary-General said he will analyze the situation at the end of the day and decide what to do  next.

           Question:   Mr. Denktash, one of the leaders, said that he’s not going to answer today.  Do you have any

     comment on that?

           Deputy Spokesman:Well, as I said just now, the Secretary-General is still waiting for the reactions from both leaders and we haven’t been informed yet who will react and who will not.  Mr. de Soto is scheduled to meet the Greek Cypriot leader Mr. Clerides shortly.  So, if we have more information that is coming through today, we will let you  know.

           Question:   Did the Secretary-General receive the request made from the Turkish Cypriot side to either meet  with Mr. de Soto or Mr. Prendergast?

           Deputy Spokesman:So far we haven’t received any.

           Question:   Will the Security Council decide tomorrow about renewing the next phase of the oil-for-food

     programme?

           Deputy Spokesman:    As you know, the Council will discuss the Secretary-General’s report tomorrow.  There will be open meetings and a resolution will be discussed on Thursday.  

           Okay, Richard.

           **Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           President Kavan chaired the two sessions of the open-ended panel of the General Assembly this morning on  "Afghanistan:  one year later”. 

           In a message to President Kavan, Afghan President Hamid Karzai says “we welcome and are grateful for

     making today’s meeting happen.  We find that this meeting, in the form of a panel, will serve to be instrumental in  bringing further awareness to the problems facing Afghanistan, including a further reminder to donor countries to  implement their commitments of assistance to Afghanistan.  We owe gratitude to the donor community for its  assistance to Afghanistan, thus far.  However, if I may, I would like to, once again, say to the donor community that  reconstruction and security go hand in hand -– one can not be achieved without the other”.

           President Karzai goes on to say that today’s panel will have an important and positive impact on the

     preparation of the resolutions on Afghanistan, still in drafting stage, to be adopted by the General Assembly on 6  December 2002.  President Karzai’s message is available in the Spokesman’s office and on the President’s Web site.

           The first session on political issues was moderated by Kieran Prendergast, Under-Secretary-General for

     Political Affairs, with panelists Jean Arnaud, Amin Farhang, Barnett Rubin and Ahmed Rashid. 

           The second panel on economic issues, moderated by David Malone, President, International Peace Academy,  was made up of panelists Eric Morris, Julia Taft, Mukesh Kapila and Bernard Frahi.  Amin Farhang and Ishaq Naderi were also discussants on that panel.

           In his remarks at the opening of the Panel, President Kavan said that he strongly believed that the panel

     discussion can enrich this year’s activities commemorating the first anniversary of the Bonn Conference and could lead the United Nations to specific conclusions  from post-conflict reconstruction in Afghanistan, thereby providing new recommendations for future UN activities in this domain. 

           The discussions this morning have been dynamic and creative, with a number of useful ideas being put forward  for delegations to consider while discussion on drafts resolutions are being negotiated, before the 6 December meeting of the plenary.

           The Second Committee considers introduction of draft resolutions on the Report of the Economic and Social Council and on environment and sustainable development, and introduction of the report of the Secretary-General on  the United Nations University.

           The Third Committee today continues discussion on human rights questions and the report of the UN High

     Commissioner for Refugees.

           The Fifth Committee discusses financing of the Yugoslav and Rwanda Tribunals, and the 2002-2003

     programme budget.

           Tomorrow, the General Assembly plenary will meet in the morning to discuss Sixth Committee reports.

           Any questions?

           Thank you.

· *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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As UN arms inspectors arrive in Iraq, Annan urges Baghdad’s compliance

*
Annan in Kosovo after wrapping up trip to Bosnia and Herzegovina
*
Bosnia and Herzegovina: UN leaves legacy of well-trained police force, Annan says
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*
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* * * *

Iraq

18 November – As an advance team of United Nations arms inspectors arrived today in Iraq, Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged President Saddam Hussein to comply fully with Security Council demands, “for the sake of his people, regional stability and world order.”

Speaking in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where he was on an official visit, the Secretary-General said the arrival in Baghdad of Hans Blix, the Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), signalled a “crucial new phase of disarmament.”

The Secretary-General noted that the Council’s resolution 1441 states clearly what the Government of Iraq must do. “Acting in unison, Council members demanded that Iraq grant prompt and unfettered access to all and any sites,” he said.

The 30-member advance team – which will concentrate on getting the inspection offices up and running again after a prolonged absence from Iraq – was met at the airport by General Hosan Amin, the head of Iraq’s National Monitoring Directorate, and Ramiro Lopes da Silva, the head of the UN humanitarian office in Iraq. Both Mr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei are scheduled to meet today with senior Iraqi officials. 

Yesterday, the two men arrived in Larnaca, Cyprus, on their way to Baghdad. Speaking to the press at the airport, Mr. Blix said, “We are going there to initiate cooperation with the Iraqis and to talk with the representatives of the Iraqi Government.” The first inspectors would arrive a week later and they planned to start arms inspections from 27 November onwards.

Mr. Blix said he would report to the Security Council two months after the resumption of inspections, adding that the Iraqi declaration to be submitted no later than 8 December would be analyzed by UNMOVIC and serve as an important basis for verification.

Mr. ElBaradei said that this was a new phase in IAEA inspections in Iraq and that they were fully backed by the Council to verify the country’s disarmament through inspections. “This is an opportunity for peace,” he said, adding that he hoped that Iraq would make full use of this chance and cooperate in the implementation of Security Council resolutions, which would “open the way for them to come back as a full member of the international community and suspend and eventually eliminate sanctions.”

Mr. ElBaradei stressed that IAEA inspectors were going to do thorough and objective inspections, and indicated that the Agency would report to the Council two months after the resumption of their inspections.

The question of “war and peace” was first of all in the hands of the Iraqis and the Security Council, Mr. Blix said in response to reporters’ questions. “We will inspect and report on cooperation or a lack of cooperation. I will do so objectively to the Security Council,” he said, noting that it was for the Council to assess Iraqi cooperation.

* * *

Secretary-General

18 November – Continuing his trip to the Balkans region, Secretary-General Kofi Annan arrived in Kosovo today for talks with senior officials from the province and the United Nations.

According to a UN spokesperson in New York, the Secretary-General was briefed by his Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, and afterward spoke to the staff of the UN Interim Administration Mission (UNMIK). In the afternoon, Mr. Annan met with President Ibrahim Rugova, Prime Minister Bajram Rexhepi and other senior officials.

Earlier today, the Secretary-General wrapped up his official visit to Bosnia and Herzegovina, meeting with the three members of the Bosnian Presidency: Mirko Sarovic, Dragan Covic and Sulejman Tihic.

During their talks, the Secretary-General welcomed the leaders’ common resolve to introduce a series of reforms to bring the country into compliance with European economic and social standards as a prelude for applying to membership in the European Union, spokesperson Hua Jiang told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

“He urged them to continue these efforts after the UN mission ends its work in Bosnia next month and to work with its neighbours to fight terrorism, human trafficking and organized crime, and he also pledged continued UN support to improve the economy and strengthen the rule of law,” Ms. Jiang said.

During a subsequent meeting with the Council of Ministers, Mr. Annan reiterated his offer of UN support for Bosnian reforms. According to Ms. Jiang, he told Council members that, speaking from experience as a reformer, he knew that process would take time. He also suggested that the Government consider demilitarizing the country, as Costa Rica has done, to reduce military spending and free up resources.

Speaking to the press after the meeting, the Secretary-General said that rebuilding is more than bricks and mortar. “We need to reconcile, we need to seek justice, we need to ensure that the returnees are reintegrated peacefully,” he said.

Before leaving Sarajevo, the Secretary-General met with three representatives of the Mothers of Srebrenica, who lost their children during the 1995 massacre there, and told them he could barely imagine the pain they had experienced.

The Secretary-General had arrived in Sarajevo yesterday, and had a working lunch with the heads of the principal international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, including the UN, the Office of the High Representative, the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and the NATO-led stabilization force (SFOR).

Afterwards, he dedicated a monument to UN personnel who lost their lives in the former Yugoslavia. “This memorial will serve to reinforce our own determination – as peacekeepers, citizens and members of the human family – to build better lives for succeeding generations,” he said of the monument, which stands outside the UN headquarters in Sarajevo.

The Secretary-General then met with UN staff and the heads of UN agencies. Later he attended a concert at the National Theatre, which is to receive a €50,000 (euro) contribution by the UN Trust Fund to help preserve the building. 

While in Sarajevo, Mrs. Annan had a programme of her own, Ms. Jiang said. Today she visited an inclusive kindergarten for Roma children, supported by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and on Sunday, she witnessed an interactive presentation by and for young people on avoiding the dangers of AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.

* * 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

18 November – After 10 years in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the United Nations leaves behind the legacy of a well-trained police force as well as an environment for achieving full normalization in the country, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in Sarajevo.

Speaking to reporters after a meeting with the Bosnian Council of Ministers, the Secretary-General said that the UN would be passing on a police force “that is competent, that is well-trained and is trained to do democratic policing, protecting the individual and their properties, and also a police force that meets European standards.”

The UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) is slated to conclude its mandate at the end of this year, after primarily focussing on training the country’s multi-ethnic police force. The European Union (EU) will take over the task on 1 January.

Mr. Annan also underscored the UN’s success in working with other international partners and the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina to stabilize the country. Those efforts were able to “create an environment which we can build on and develop a normal State, a normal State with a viable economy, a normal State that can now look to a future in a common European home,” he said.

The Secretary-General hailed the Government’s determination to focus on key priorities, saying that in his talks with senior officials, they agreed on the need to quicken the pace of reform, strengthen the rule of law and improve the economy. “But the Government will need help from the international community,” he stressed.

“[The UN’s] withdrawal does not mean the disengagement of the international community,” Mr. Annan said. “There will be continuity with the EU, with the other UN agencies,” he added, pledging to personally stay engaged in the process.

* * ** 

Kosovo

17 November – Visiting two Serbian Orthodox churches in Kosovo which were damaged by vandals overnight, the senior United Nations envoy in the province today pledged action against all forms of religious violence. 

“You see us here together,” said Michael Steiner, the head of the UN Interim Administration in Kosovo, who was flanked by Prime Minister Bajram Rexhepi outside the Church of All Serbian Saints in the town of Djurakovac, where three explosions gutted the building’s interior. “We’re all united in condemning these acts.” 

Mr. Steiner noted that repairs to the church will be financed from the Kosovo Consolidated Budget. “We will start from tomorrow morning to rebuild and to express to the public that we will not tolerate this behaviour,” he told reporters. 

Noting that UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan is set to arrive in the province tomorrow, the envoy said those responsible for the vandalism want to undermine Kosovo’s success, especially on the eve of the UN leader’s visit. “They will not achieve their aim,” he stressed. 

According to the UN, some time around midnight, a series of explosions ripped into two churches which sit about five kilometres apart. The Church of St. Basil, built in 1939 in the village of Ljubovo, was totally destroyed, with only the front façade still standing. 

Several UNMIK officials who accompanied the envoy to the area will remain there to launch reconstruction work on one of the churches Monday morning.

* * *
DR of Congo

18 November – After a nearly two-week layoff, United Nations-backed talks on an all-inclusive transitional power-sharing agreement in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) resumed over the weekend in South Africa.

The informal consultations, co-chaired by UN Special Envoy Moustapha Niasse and South Africa’s Minister for Provincial and Local Government, Sydney Mufamadi, restarted on Friday after a 12-day suspension and focused on the distribution of State responsibilities among the parties.

Mr. Niasse reminded participants – comprising delegates from the DRC Government, the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Goma (RCD-Goma), Movement for the Liberation of the Congo (MLC), Maï- Maï, the RCD National, the RCD-Kisangani/Liberation Movement, the unarmed opposition and civil society – that the distribution of State responsibilities was not an end in itself but a means to facilitating smooth and efficient functioning of the transitional institutions.

At a plenary session on Saturday, the delegates were given copies of a working document prepared by the Special Envoy and the South African Minister summarizing the various power-sharing proposals submitted by the parties over the past few weeks.

The document includes proposals on principles, objectives and structures to be put in place for the transition period. The co-chairs then met in separate sessions with each of the Congolese groups to hear their comments and proposed amendments to the document.

The talks are expected to run through 23 November. Any agreement on transitional power-sharing arrangements would then be formally endorsed by the Inter-Congolese Dialogue, which is chaired by the Facilitator, Sir Ketumile Masire.

* * *

Afghanistan

18 November – Although the past year has seen much progress in Afghanistan, the international community cannot rest on its laurels, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message today to a discussion convened in New York on the 12 months since United Nations-sponsored talks in Germany led to agreement on steps towards the re-establishment of permanent government institutions.

The Bonn Agreement set an ambitious schedule for 2002, the Secretary-General said in his message to the panel on “Afghanistan, One Year Later,” which was delivered by Kieran Prendergast, the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs. That accord called for the establishment of an interim Government, the convening of a Loya Jirga tribal council and the creation of a number of commissions, he noted.

“All this, along with the provision of humanitarian assistance, was to take place in a land where infrastructure, both physical and institutional, had been destroyed,” Mr. Annan said. “And yet much of this has been accomplished.”

In looking ahead, the Secretary-General stressed that the challenges facing Afghanistan remain immense, from security to development to creating the political and social institutions necessary for a stable, free and prosperous society with equal rights for all. “I hope, and expect, that in examining the past year you will also help us to light the way forward through the next year,” he said.

Convened at the initiative of General Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, the panel consisted of two sessions focusing on political and economic issues. In his opening remarks, Mr. Kavan said the discussion could enrich this year’s activities commemorating the first anniversary of the Bonn talks and could lead the UN to specific conclusions on post-conflict reconstruction in Afghanistan, thereby providing new recommendations for related UN activities in the future.

For his part, Afghan President Hamid Karzai welcomed the event in a message read out at the discussion. “We find that this meeting, in the form of a panel, will serve to be instrumental in bringing further awareness to the problems facing Afghanistan, including a further reminder to donor countries to implement their commitments of assistance to Afghanistan,” he said.

Participants included Jean Arnaud, the deputy chief of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), Julia Taft, Assistant Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), Mukesh Kapila, a former Special Adviser on Afghanistan, and Amin Farhang, the Afghan Minister of Reconstruction.

Others who took part in the discussion included journalist Ahmed Rashid, Barnett Rubin, Director of Studies at the New York University Center on International Cooperation, Eric Morris of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and Bernard Frahi of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime.

* * *

Afghanistan: culture and development

18 November – The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) will hold a meeting this week aimed at helping to preserve what remains of Afghanistan’s great Buddha statues, which were all but destroyed by the Taliban.

The explosive charges used by the Taliban to demolish the Buddha statues in Bamiyan have severely damaged the surrounding area, according to UNESCO, which warned that because of large cracks in the rock at the top of the alcoves, the danger of their collapse is “increasingly likely.”

The two-day meeting set to open on Thursday in Munich, Germany, will focus on setting project priorities for preserving the Buddhas. Japan has already committed $700,000 to UNESCO for safeguarding the site by consolidating the cliffs of the former Bamiyan statues and undertaking archaeological excavations. 

The Afghan authorities, who will be represented at the Munich meeting, are working with UNESCO on current plans and will take any final decision on the matter.

In another development, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today announced that it is distributing some 3,700 tons of wheat seeds and 7,000 tons of fertilizers to half a million people in almost all of Afghanistan’s provinces.


The seeds, given to farming families affected by conflict and more than three years of drought, were purchased from local suppliers. “Procuring seeds directly from farmers strengthens local production of high-quality seeds and the adoption of new varieties,” explained the FAO’s Anne M. Bauer.

While underscoring the value of the initiative, she cautioned that much more remains to be done. “The current distribution of seeds covers only a small amount of the real needs,” Ms. Bauer said. “If we want to help farmers to get out of poverty and produce more food, we need to increase our assistance, extend the seed multiplication programme and improve the marketing and processing of seeds,” she added, appealing to donors to support this goal. 

* * * 
Muhammad Ali
17 November – Muhammad Ali, the world-renown boxing champion and United Nations Messenger of Peace, today began a three-day mission to Afghanistan aimed at raising awareness of the country’s needs and the UN’s work there. 

In Kabul, Mr Ali is scheduled to meet with the heads of the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) as well as and representatives from the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan and the Afghan Administration, including President Hamid Karzai. 

The UN Peace Messenger will visit a UNICEF-backed girls’ school located in an area where demand for lessons is so high additional classes are being held in tents. 

He will then visit a WFP-supported women’s bakery which is part of a large-scale programme addressing the needs of the most vulnerable households by employing widows as bakers. 

He will also visit a Boxing Club in Kabul, where photos of Muhammad Ali adorn the walls. The club offers young men the opportunity to rediscover some of the sporting prowess that once made Afghanistan famous. 

The President of the Afghan Olympic Committee will accompany Muhammad Ali on a visit to the Olympic Stadium and a tour of West Kabul – an area severely damaged during the mujahadeen conflict.

Mr. Ali’s trip is being sponsored by UNICEF and WFP.

* * *
DPR of Korea

18 November – The top United Nations relief official in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) today warned that the country’s food and humanitarian situation is rapidly becoming critical – a situation that could worsen as countries hold back pledges because of concerns over the lack of accounting for aid deliveries.

Masood Haider told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York that the UN World Food Programme (WFP) is cutting 3 million people from its food assistance rolls, which had covered 9 million. Of the 6 million still receiving aid, 4 million are children, while the remainder includes the elderly, women and other vulnerable persons. By next year, he added, the number of those WFP would be able to assist would have to be further reduced to 1.5 million in the absence of more donor commitments.

Mr. Haider, who just returned from a trip to the DPRK, said that only one month’s supply for next year has been pledged because donors are concerned about the lack of an adequate means of monitoring humanitarian assistance in the country. In addition, aid workers there never had unimpeded access to all areas, while the country’s current political situation is also thought to be hampering the relief effort.

Noting that in the past, major donors had kept politics out of humanitarian assistance, Mr. Haider voiced hope that this principle would continue to apply because those being helped by the UN are not the cause of the current political difficulties. “The people that the UN assists really need continued assistance,” he said. “We hope very much, we trust that this essential separation will be maintained.”

The consequences of the current shortfall in food supply would not be apparent now because the harvest is going on, even though the cutbacks had started in September, growing progressively more severe. By Spring, however, the effects would be “dire,” as 4 million children are already malnourished, Mr. Haider warned, voicing concern that the damage to their growth would be permanent if steady food assistance were not provided.

* * *

UNCTAD

18 November – Developing countries stand to gain great economic benefits from advances in information and communications technology, particularly in traditional sectors such as publishing, according to the E-commerce and Development Report 2002, which was released today by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).


Digital publishing technology offers fresh opportunities for poorer States by providing their businesses with the opportunity to establish a presence “in a market dominated by the developed-country giants of the culture industry,” the report states. By lowering production costs and cutting out middlemen, innovative software generates new markets and enables authors who would not otherwise be well known to expand their readerships. 

According to the report, even the world’s least developed countries have been won over to electronic distribution, which radically alters relations between publishers, the media and consumers. Growing awareness of the potential of online publishing is driving a number of new initiatives, ranging from the promotion of African publications in the United States to the establishment of a major digital scientific library in Brazil.

The report recommends that developing countries’ governments make more use of information technology, encourage educational institutions to provide online classes, and support libraries financially so that they can computerize their publications.

While hailing the advantages of e-commerce, UNCTAD also calls attention to the threats to copyright posed by the new technology, which “allows virtually anything to be copied to perfection.” Digital piracy is becoming exorbitantly expensive, according to the report, which notes that profits from Peru’s “informal” book industry are higher than those from publishing.

“Copyright issues aside, online publishing could become a formidable vehicle for development, not just allowing businesses to stake out positions in markets formerly closed to them but also providing wider access to information, especially for academia and research, while at the same time promoting the country,” UNCTAD states. “Now all that remains is to make the political decision makers aware of what is at stake.”

* * *
Indigenous people


18 November – Dam-building, new mines, road construction and other large-scale development projects should only be allowed after a thorough assessment of their impact on indigenous peoples, the senior United Nations environment official said today in Nairobi, Kenya.


Addressing the Fourth International Conference of the International Alliance of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forests, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, said big schemes as well as insensitive tourism projects were either forcing indigenous communities from their lands or causing cultural conflicts.


Throwing his support behind a call by the Alliance to assess cultural damage, the UNEP chief said, “The more we lose diversity, both culturally and in the natural world, the more we run the risk of instability, the possibility of disasters such as crop failures and basic knowledge on coping with natural disasters such as drought.”

Mr. Toepfer said studies carried out by UNEP and its partners had found a firm link between cultural and linguistic diversity and biodiversity. “On a global level we have less than 7,000 languages and of those up to 2,500 are on the ‘Red List’ of endangered languages,” he noted. “If you correlate this to biodiversity – the wealth of animal and plant life on the planet – you see that where you are losing cultural diversity, you are losing biodiversity, and visa versa.” 


Pledging to address the issue, he said UNEP’s Governing Council would take it up in February.  “Genetic resources and indigenous knowledge are too often treated as a common public good,” Mr. Toepfer said. “This has to re-considered and UNEP will do all it can in its power to see that happen.”

* * *
HIV/AIDS

18 November – Efforts to combat the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the Arab region, Central America and the Caribbean will be given a boost under a new initiative launched today by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

The OPEC Fund for International Development is providing $3.2 million for the programme in Central America and the Caribbean, which is designed to reduce vulnerability to HIV/AIDS, particularly among youth and mobile populations, in Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras and Saint Lucia. 

HIV prevalence rates in the Caribbean are the second highest in the world after sub-Saharan Africa, according to the UN. About 1.9 million people in Central America and the Caribbean live with HIV/AIDS, and 200,000 people acquired the virus there last year alone. 

The OPEC-funded programme for the Arab region will raise awareness about HIV/AIDS and strengthen national efforts to detect and respond to the pandemic, particularly among vulnerable groups, in Lebanon, Morocco, the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Somalia, the Sudan, Syria and Yemen. 

The $1 million project will train community workers to deal with reproductive health issues affecting youth, including the prevention of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections.  

Although AIDS has spread more slowly in the Arab region than elsewhere, there were an estimated 80,000 new infections there last year, bringing the number of infected people in the region to 500,000. Because efforts to prevent and control the disease are weak, UNFPA says, the number of cases could rise quickly.  

“The partnership between UNFPA and the OPEC Fund is a significant contribution to the global fight against HIV/AIDS,” said UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Obaid of the new three-year initiative. “It is a good example of how donors can pool resources to scale up information and services to prevent further infections and save lives.” 

Dr. Y. Seyyid Abdulai, Director-General of the OPEC Fund, described HIV/AIDS as a major challenge which demands priority attention. “We need a healthy and active global population if we are to move development forward,” he said. 

* * *

Myanmar

16 November – Aiming to facilitate the national reconciliation process in Myanmar, a United Nations envoy to the country today urged the Government and the opposition to enter into a dialogue on key issues. 

Razali Ismail, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Myanmar, made his comments at the conclusion of a five-day visit to Yangon, where he met with top government officials, including Prime Minister Senior General Than Shwe and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the General Secretary of the National League for Democracy (NLD). 

He urged both sides “to maximize and develop the existing channel of discussion” in order to begin a substantive dialogue. 

Mr. Razali recommended that the Government take steps to reconvene the National Convention “in a manner acceptable to all parties” committed to the reconciliation process. He made a similar appeal to the NLD as well as representatives of Myanmar’s other political parties, who he also met with during the trip. 

In addition, the envoy reiterated his call for the Government to release “at one time a very substantive number” of political prisoners by the end of this year. 

Pledging to continue to facilitate national reconciliation and democratization in Myanmar, Mr. Razali said he will return to the country early next year to assess developments. 

* * *

Sudan

16 November – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today contacted key leaders involved in the peace negotiations on the Sudan in a bid to move the process forward. 

Mr. Annan phoned the President of the Sudan, Omar Al-Bashir, and the leader of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, John Garang, “to convey his encouragement for the current peace talks going on in Kenya,” a spokesman for the Secretary-General said in a statement released in Geneva. 

The Secretary-General “registered his satisfaction with the progress made to date and urged the two sides to continue negotiating in good faith until peace prevails in the Sudan,” the spokesman reported.

* * * 
Endangered species

18 November – The two-week conference of countries party to a United Nations-backed wildlife treaty has concluded after adopting decisions that promise to promote conservation through strict protection, trade regulation and sustainable use.

The meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which is administered by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), ended Friday in Santiago, Chile, with agreement to place mahogany on a list that requires each of the mahogany range states to ensure that all exports are sustainable and covered by CITES export permits.

The Secretary-General of CITES, Willem Wijnstekers, said it was highly significant that after 10 years of discussion, the parties to the treaty had finally agreed to regulate trade in Latin American mahogany, which produces extremely valuable timber. “The well-tested control measures developed under CITES will prove invaluable for discouraging illegal trade. This decision will also benefit local and indigenous communities who have lost out to the illegal traders,” he said.

Citing the species’ declining numbers and the role of international trade in whale shark meat, fins, and liver oil, the conference also listed it and the basking shark, a landmark move since CITES has not traditionally played an important role in global fisheries. The whale shark is the largest fish in the world, measuring up to 20 metres in length and weighing up to 34 tons. The basking shark is highly migratory and is hunted for its meat and fins. Large numbers are also caught and killed accidentally.

The conference also added to its list of endangered animals 26 species of Asian turtles and all 32 seahorse species, and prohibited commercial trade of three rare birds from Central and South America. It also protected a number of threatened species in Madagascar, including the flat-tailed tortoise, various chameleons, a burrowing frog, and the Madagascan orchid. It prohibited commercial trade in the Black Sea population of bottlenose dolphins and stipulated a rigorous regime for controlling any eventual trade in ivory stockpiles.

* * * 

International Day of Tolerance

16 November – An active engagement with human diversity is crucial to democracy, United Nations Secretary-General said in his message on the International Day of Tolerance, marked today. 

“Already in this young century, we have witnessed how intolerance can manifest itself in extreme violence, causing widespread death and suffering,” he noted. “Only by fighting intolerance and exclusion at the grass-roots level can we hope to overcome it in the global arena.” 

The Secretary-General pointed out that often, intolerance is caused by fear, which itself is rooted in ignorance. “It is particularly vital that our children learn about tolerance so that they understand why human rights, human dignity and respect for human diversity are inseparable,” he said. 

Open dialogue – both between individuals and among different cultures and civilizations – must be at the heart of all efforts to promote tolerance. “Without dialogue, cultural diversity is threatened,” he said. “Without dialogue, we cannot have peace.” 

The work for tolerance, he added, “begins with each and every one of us.”

* *** *
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