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HEADLINE: Iraqi scientists learn wetland revival skills

SOURCE: Yomiuri

BODY:
The U.N. Environment Program will invite about 120 Iraqi experts to Japan in mid-November to train them in water-quality management to help them restore Mesopotamian marshlands in southern Iraq damaged during the regime of former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

The International Environmental Technology Center, a UNEP organization, will take charge of restoring the marshlands considered by some to be the site of the biblical Garden of Eden.

Experts from the Iraqi Environment Ministry, Basra University and other organizations will study for two weeks at IETC offices in Tsurumi Ward, Osaka, and Kusatsu, Shiga Prefecture. They will learn from Japanese lecturers about building artificial wetlands, water purification and controlling wetlands and water resources. 

The Mesopotamian marshlands sit at the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, and were once home to the Mesopotamian civilization, one of the world's four great ancient civilizations.

Until the 1980s, about 500,000 people lived in reed houses and fished in the wetlands, an area of 15,000 square kilometers to 20,000 square kilometers--about the same size as Shikoku.

But in the early 1990s, about 85 percent of the marshlands dried up as Saddam's regime closed irrigation gates to crack down on dissident groups operating from the marshlands.

After Saddam's regime collapsed in 2003, the gates were reopened and water restored to about 3,000 square kilometers of wetlands.

However, the ecological system has not recovered as the marshlands' salt levels there are higher than before. Measures for water purification are urgently needed.

The UNEP decided to use 11 million dollars donated by Japan to the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq to restore the Mesopotamian marshlands after Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi agreed in January to cooperate with the project.

The Japanese and Iraqi governments decided in September that the IETC would play a central role in the program.

The UNEP is considering future study programs in countries neighboring Iraq, such as Jordan, Egypt and Lebanon.

LOAD-DATE: October 18, 2004
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The New Zealand Herald

Hold the phone - or it will pollute the planet 

18.10.2004
An international convention in Geneva will try to tackle the latest toxic waste crisis - mobile phones. 

The phones - a billion are in use around the world - are packed with chemicals and metals that can endanger people and the environment once they are thrown away. 

Developing countries complain they are being dumped on them under the guise of providing technology to the poor, and that phones are contaminating whole communities. 

Next week, 160 Governments will meet in Geneva under the auspices of the Basel Convention, a United Nations treaty regulating the movement of toxic waste. 

New Zealand has been a party to the convention since its inception in 1994. 

In New Zealand, about 2.8 million people have mobile phones and update them about once every 18 months to two years. 

Main operators Telecom and Vodafone run recycling schemes, collecting old phones in bins at shops. 

Telecom keeps some old phones as temporary replacements for customers while their phones are being repaired. 

Nokia and Telecom send old phones to the Citrijaya recycling plant in Singapore, where they are crushed and processed for recycling. 

Telecom has said the programme is non-profit and the main objective is to ensure that old mobile phone equipment does not end up in landfills, potentially causing environmental damage. 

Tests by the US and the Californian environmental protection agencies have established that they should be classified as toxic waste. 

The cadmium in a single battery from an old phone could seriously contaminate 600,000 litres of water, enough to fill a third of an Olympic-sized swimming pool. Cadmium is being phased out of new batteries, but many other poisonous materials remain. 

Lead - which affects the immune, endocrine and central nervous systems, and causes serious damage to children's brains - is used to solder components to the printed wiring boards. 

Brominated flame retardants, used in wiring boards and plastic cases, have been associated with cancer, liver damage and problems with the neurological, immune and endocrine systems. 

Beryllium, which can cause serious lung damage, is used in contacts and springs and highly toxic dioxins can be emitted if the phones are incinerated in waste plants. 

The Australian Mobile Telecommunications Association runs a voluntary, industry-funded recycling programme in which phones and batteries are melted for use in building materials. 

In Britain, a partnership between the Government, network operators and major retailers, called Fonebak, has collected and recycled more than 3.5 million phones in two years - about 10 per cent of those discarded. They are recycled in Romania. 

Nickel is recovered from batteries for use in saucepans, irons and new batteries. Small amounts of platinum, gold, silver and copper are recovered for jewellery and pipes. The plastic is sent to Sweden, where it is burned to provide central heating for a village. 

About 105 million handsets are discarded in Europe each year, enough - if placed end to end - to stretch from London to a point 240km beyond Perth. Even more - 130 million - are thrown out annually in the United States. 

Many phones at the end of their lives are exported to countries such as India, Pakistan and China, where they are broken up for recycling in rudimentary conditions, threatening workers' health and communities. 

Colombia, Nigeria, Brazil, Botswana, Uganda, Namibia and Kenya all voiced alarm at the impact of discarded phones on their countries at a previous Basel Convention meeting. 

The convention is co-operating closely with the United Nations Environment Programme and mobile phone manufacturers to tackle the crisis. It is working on new phones with safer components, collecting discarded phones and recycling and disposing of them safely. 

Critics hope this week's meeting will impose legal controls on the trade in old phones. 

- INDEPENDENT/Additional reporting: Claire Trevett 

Herald Feature: Conservation and Environment

__________________________________________________________________________

Common Dreams News Centre

Your Old Mobile is Destroying the Planet 
by Geoffrey Lean
  

Governments from around the world will meet next week to tackle the latest toxic waste crisis - mobile phones.

The handsets - a billion are in use around the world - are packed with dangerous chemicals and metals that can endanger people and the environment once they have been thrown away. Developing countries complain that they are being dumped on them, contaminating whole communities.

Next week, 160 governments - meeting in Geneva under the auspices of the Basel Convention, the United Nations treaty regulating trade in toxic waste - will address the growing crisis.

But phone users do have something to cheer about: a new gadget to combat the curse of the noisy mobile conversation. The Cooltalk VoiceBox, a device similar to those used by security agents, is said to filter out blaring music or rattling trains using microchip technology, so that the person on the other end hears only the speaker's voice.

Users trade up to a new handset on average every 18 months. As a result, some 105 million handsets are discarded in Europe each year, enough - if placed end to end - to stretch from London to a point 150 miles beyond Perth in Australia. Even more - 130 million - are thrown out annually in the United States.

Tests by both the US and the Californian environmental protection agencies have established that they should be classified as toxic waste. The cadmium in a single battery from an old phone could seriously contaminate 600,000 litres of water, enough to fill a third of an Olympic-sized swimming pool. Cadmium is being phased out of new batteries, but many other poisonous materials remain. Lead - which affects the immune, endocrine and central nervous systems, and causes serious damage to children's brains - is used to solder components to the printed wiring boards. Brominated flame retardants, used in wiring boards and plastic cases, have been associated with cancer, liver damage and problems with the neurological, immune and endocrine systems. Beryllium, which can cause serious lung damage, is used in contacts and springs and highly toxic dioxins can be emitted if the phones are incinerated in waste plants.

Experts add that many phones at the end of their lives are exported to developing countries such as India, Pakistan and China where they are broken up for recycling in rudimentary conditions, threatening workers' health and their communities. Colombia, Nigeria, Brazil, Botswana, Uganda, Namibia and Kenya all voiced alarm at the impact of discarded phones on their countries at a previous Basel Convention meeting.

The convention is now working closely with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and mobile phone manufacturers to tackle the crisis. It is working on designing new phones with safer components, collecting discarded phones, and recycling and disposing of them safely.

In Britain, over the past two years, a partnership between the Government, network operators and major retailers, called Fonebak, has collected and recycled more than 3.5 million phones - about one-10th of those discarded.

They are recycled in Bucharest, Romania. Nickel is recovered from batteries for use in saucepans, irons and new batteries. Small amounts of platinum, gold, silver and copper are recovered for jewellery and pipes. And the plastic is sent to Sweden where it is burnt to provide central heating for a village.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, says that the growing partnership with the industry should "serve as a model and an inspiration" for other businesses.

Critics hope that next week's meeting will impose legal controls on the trade in old phones. The Basel Action Network, a coalition of environmental groups, wants exports of all hazardous waste from rich countries to poor ones to be banned. 
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October 18, 2004

HEADLINE: UN: Pace, methods of General Assembly management reform debated in budget committee

BODY:

The claim by the Secretariat of a trend of improvement in the timely issuance of documents was "debatable", if one considered the crisis faced by the Committee during the current session, the representative of Cuba told the Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) this morning. A number of delegates over the past two days had expressed concern over the pace and methods of reform undertaken by the Department for General Assembly and Conference Management.

Responding to those questions, Assistant Secretary-General for the Department, Angela Kane, elaborated on a number of steps made by the Department to improve its work.

Regarding the new slotting system implemented this year, aimed at improving planning of the workload and helping curb the late issuance of documentation, she noted that there remained some "teething problems". Those problems were not exclusively the fault of the Department, but of author departments, as well. Any document could be turned around in a shorter time, she continued, but at a cost. 

She also addressed the provision of services to regional groups. As pointed out by the "Group of 77" developing countries and China, the percentage of the meetings of regional and other major groupings that were provided with interpretation in 2003-2004 had decreased over the past two years. However, the actual number of meetings serviced had increased over the same time-span, an achievement overshadowed by the increased number of requests.

On the vacancies in translation and interpretation, she said that the situation would improve, particularly in the Arabic and Chinese services, as new competitive exams were held and interviews scheduled. Staffing needs for the United Nations Office at Nairobi would be given high priority. High vacancy rates for translators were mostly attributable to a large number of retirements, she said. Kenya, on behalf of the African group, noted the progress made in utilizing conference facilities in Nairobi since the establishment of a permanent interpretation service. He encouraged further efforts to market and popularize those facilities.

Canada's representative, also speaking on behalf of Australia and New Zealand, strongly supported the continuing implementation of the reform strategy for the Department, adding that it was important to persevere in that complex and difficult process. She highlighted four issues: the constructive efforts made toward integrated global management; the integration of information technology in the workplace; the development of means to quantitatively measure productivity and efficiency; and support for the biennialization of the Pattern of Conferences agenda item.

Also speaking today were representatives of Syria and Nigeria, as well as Louis Dominique Ouedraogo of the Joint Inspection Unit.

The next formal meeting will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, 15 October.

Background

The Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) this morning was expected to continue its consideration of its "pattern of conferences" agenda item. For summaries of the reports before the Committee, see Press Release GA/AB/3632.

Statements

GEORGE OLAGO OWUOR (Kenya), speaking on behalf of the African Group, supported the position of the "Group of 77" developing countries and China and noted with appreciation the steady progress in utilization of conference facilities at the United Nations Office at Nairobi since the establishment of a permanent interpretation service there in 2001. However, it was still necessary to make further efforts in that regard.

Continuing, he recognized the need to more widely market and popularize Nairobi facilities by undertaking a marketing campaign similar to that for the Conference Centre at the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). The Group strongly urged the two United Nations programmes in Nairobi - United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) - to hold all their meetings and events in Nairobi. He commended the Secretary-General for his efforts to increase utilization and efficient use of the facilities at the Conference Centre at the ECA, encouraging establishment of linkages with other centres and bodies to introduce integrated conference management and modern technology systems for a more efficient delivery of services.

Turning to interpretation and translation services, he noted with concern relatively high vacancy rates in Nairobi and Geneva. A chronic difficulty in staffing some interpretation posts at Nairobi, particularly in the Arabic Unit, raised serious concerns and doubts concerning the measures to address the difficulties. He also noted with concern the sharp disparities between Nairobi and other duty stations and called for the Secretary-General to correct the situation. A long-term strategy was needed to address persistent high-vacancy problems in translation, editorial and interpretation services in Nairobi.

Regarding the Department for General Assembly and Conference Management, he expressed great disappointment that translation had not been available during the video conferencing for the last meeting of the Committee on Conferences amongst three United Nations Offices in Nairobi, Geneva and Vienna, as English was the only language used. Some Members of the Committee could not follow the deliberations, as a result. He expected that, once completed, the transition from conference servicing to conference management would lead to high cost-effective performance and benefits in efficiency and productivity.

The Committee on Conferences had noted some serious problems arising out of overlapping of dates for some meetings, he continued. The dates of the UN-HABITAT Governing Council and the Commission on Sustainable Development were clashing. He called on conference management to ensure that such overlaps were avoided, for they presented difficulties for smaller delegations from the developing world. The Group was also concerned that some requests for interpretation had not been met for regional and other major groupings of Member States, despite the decision of the Assembly to include all necessary resources in the budget for that purpose.

In conclusion, he welcomed the development of the integrated global management of conference services and active participation of the Nairobi Office in the nine task forces established. He also welcomed the efforts to include that Office in the sharing of standards, good practices and technological achievement with other duty stations and would like to see more integration in that field.

JENNIE CHEN (Canada), also speaking on behalf of Australia and New Zealand, strongly supported the continuing implementation of the reform strategy for the Department for General Assembly and Conference Management, recognizing the efforts made toward results-based management, cost-effectiveness, and efficiency.

It was important to persevere in that complex and difficult process.

She highlighted four issues: the constructive efforts made toward integrated global management; the integration of information technology in the workplace; the development of means to quantitatively measure productivity and efficiency; and support for the biennialization of the Pattern of Conferences agenda item. On the first matter, she appreciated the collaborative planning approach towards ensuring more coordinated work among all duty stations, noting that such an approach in no way diminished the overall authority of the Under-Secretary-General, who remained accountable for all the relevant resources. The application of information technology was not going as rapidly as had been forecast, and her delegation looked forward to the early completion of the transition to electronic workflow, based on concrete targets, and involving all duty stations.

She added that quantitative measures of productivity, efficiency, and cost-effectiveness were essential management tools, and was puzzled by the slow pace of progress in developing such means. Finally, she proposed the biennialization of the Pattern of Conferences agenda item because, although important, it did not require annual treatment.

Mr. BERTI OLIVA (Cuba), fully endorsing the statement made by the chairman of the Group of 77 and China, noted that the efficiency of the Department for General Assembly and Conference Management was essential to the proper unfolding of the legislative process and, therefore, was one of the greatest priorities for Member States. He was concerned that the report of the Secretary-General on the reform of the Department contained some value judgements about sensitive and often controversial issues related to the revitalization of the General Assembly. It was inappropriate for that document to refer to such items as the scheduling of the main committees, their agendas, and working methods. That was the responsibility of the Member States.

Regarding the chronic documentation problem, a detailed analysis was essential. He stressed that Member States had a right to request official documents, regardless of the number of pages therein, and that budgetary considerations should not be cited as an impediment. Also, while paragraph 28 of the report noted a perceptible trend toward improvement in the timely publication of documents, that was a debatable claim if one considered the crisis faced by the Committee during the current session. He asked which bodies were most affected by the delay in the presentation of documents.

On the issue of "printing on demand", he noted that the General Assembly had legislated in an unequivocal fashion on the need for that change not to have any effect on the quality of services provided to the Member States. He would be grateful if, at the appropriate time, the Secretariat could provide the foundation for assertions about the net savings that could be achieved by the introduction of that technology and its impact on the staff. Also, it seemed that priority was being given to electronic documents over hard copies, and he sought statistical information on the average time period elapsing between the two forms of distribution.

Cuba did not endorse the proposed biennialization of the agenda item, especially during a time of reform. His delegation did, however, support the proposed draft resolution, which would contribute to negotiations on this important topic.

Responding to questions and comments from the floor, Assistant Secretary-General for General Assembly and Conference Management ANGELA KANE said that, while concerns had been expressed, she was grateful for the support expressed in the debate. Many speakers had addressed the issue of late issuance of documentation and the slotting system, and she emphasized that the Department aimed to serve delegations better. The Department had had a very short experience with the slotting system, with which it was experiencing some "teething problems". Those were not exclusively the fault of the Department, but author departments, as well. The slotting system had been designed to improve planning of foreseeable workload.

Any document could be turned around in a shorter time, she continued, but at a cost. It was exactly to reduce the costs that efforts had been made to make the system more predictable, putting submission of documents in time slots.

Some of the difficulties could be illustrated by the situation with a recent report on the "oil-for-food" investigation. A 92-page document had been submitted on 5 October with a request to release it on 11 October. While a day late, it had been issued extremely fast, coming out on 12 October. The document was part of a series of such reports that would be requested with a very short time-line.

Another issue raised in the debate was the provision of services to regional groups, she said. Earmarked funds in the budget would be required for that purpose. That was not implemented in the current budget. Thus, services were provided within the current parameters. For example, the Department tried to match the requests to periods when cancellations were expected, without going beyond entitlements of bodies and sessions. As the Group of 77 had pointed out, the percentage of regional and other major groupings' meetings provided with interpretation in 2003-2004 had decreased to 90 per cent from 92 per cent in 2002-2003 and was 8 percentage points lower than in 2001-2002. In fact, however, the number of meetings had increased over the same time-span. The increase in the number of requests had overshadowed that achievement, however.

Responding to queries regarding the distribution of extra budgetary and regular budget posts in Nairobi, she said that overall, Nairobi was receiving a combination of regular and extra budgetary funding. All 20 interpreters' posts in Nairobi were funded from the regular budget and most had been filled, except for the Arabic Booth. The translation service had 35 extra budgetary and 12 regular budget posts. It was difficult to attract candidates for extra budgetary positions.

A request could be made for conversion of extra budgetary posts to budgetary ones, but such a measure would be staggered over time.

On the vacancies in translation and interpretation, she said that the situation would improve as new interpreters' exams were held, particularly in Arabic and Chinese services. A solid roster of successful candidates would be established.

Interviews were to be held in the next two weeks in New York and Geneva and Nairobi staffing needs would be given high priority. As for translation, high vacancy rates were attributable to a large number of retirements. The Department had planned actively for the succession, but between 2000 and 2005 the number of retirements in Arabic and Chinese services was 19 each, 12 people had retired in the Spanish service, 8 in English, 7 in French and 3 in Russian.

Another reason was mobility, she added, which was encouraged in keeping with human resources policies. There had been 13 transfers in recent years. Translation services held more frequent competitive examinations now. The Spanish service had held three such exams in six years, the English had held them in 2000 and 2002; the Chinese in 2001, the Arabic in 2002, and another one had just taken place. A Russian examination was scheduled for 2005.

Turning to summary records, she said that, in response to General Assembly requests, the Department had outlined five options for future treatment of summary records, including replacing summary records with digital recordings, reducing the number of bodies entitled to summary records, restricting their length and concentrating precis writers in the English translation service. If requested to do so, the Department would present a pilot project in that regard at the sixtieth session. The usefulness of summary records was for Member States to decide.

Further explaining the situation, she said that, while summary records in the original language were normally completed within two days, translation lagged behind. Summaries were now issued months after the meetings. To issue them in a more timely manner, staffing needed to be reinforced or additional funding provided for contractual translation. Alternatively, the General Assembly may conduct a cost-benefit analysis of the current system and the list of bodies entitled to summary records. Under the circumstances, in the current budget no request had been made for a special provision for summary records, on the understanding that the Department would continue to do its best under existing resources.

On information meetings regarding language services, she said that the Department used to hold them annually, but had recently agreed to hold them twice a year. The last one had taken place in July and the next would take place early next year. For the time being, until a special Web site was ready, the Department would be happy to receive feedback from Member States through e-meets. A briefing on the use of that system would be held next week. As for the issue of the posting of meetings on plasma screens, the boards could only show limited information, and the options were to follow the chronological or hierarchical order. The Department had so far opted for the chronological order, but was willing to change that if the majority of delegations felt it should be done. As for free access to the Official Document System, the Joint Inspection Unit had addressed the issue of different levels of access.

Conference room papers and restricted documents would not be available to the public without a password.

NORMA GOICOCHEA (Cuba) noted that the questions asked by her delegation had not been answered, while acknowledging that the queries were posed only this morning. She asked when they should expect replies. Her delegation believed that questions put forward in a formal meeting should be answered in a formal meeting.

NAJIB ELJY (Syria), speaking on the question of issuing summary records in official languages, repeated the concern expressed in his statement made yesterday that referred to a document whose annex was issued in English only. Documents and their annexes must be considered as a whole, integrated piece, and should be made available simultaneously in all official languages. He also noted that the administration had not requested a budget allocation for the issuance of summary records, even though the programmatic mandates had called for the issuance of those records. He hoped to receive written clarification of all those issues at a later stage.

Mr. OLAGO OWUOR (Kenya) requested that the responses to the questions be provided in writing.

NONYE UDO (Nigeria) sought clarification from the Secretariat on the issue of summary records. From the comments made this morning, it seemed there was an increase in requests for summary records, and yet no provision was made in the budget for those records. Why was there such an apparently contradictory posture? She also strongly endorsed the request by the representative of Kenya for a written transcript of comments made by the Assistant Secretary-General this morning.

Ms. KANE responded that the number of bodies entitled to summary records had remained steady, but what had increased was the number of meetings those bodies held. As for another question, of course, the six-week rule had not been abandoned.

As an interim internal measure, the Department had used a four-week rule, which would have to be considered in the light of this year's experience. She also promised to look into other questions raised today.

On free access to the ODS, Inspector LOUIS DOMINIQUE OUEDRAOGO of the Joint Inspection Unit, added that the Unit report described various levels of access. Currently, most users received access to documents available for general distribution (levels 1 through 4). Level 5 was granted to delegates and allowed access to documents meant for distribution to participants only, such as a conference room paper. Only a few staff members in the Department for General Assembly and Conference Management were granted access to level 6, which enabled users access to restricted documents.

Level 7 was reserved for the ODS administration. Once free access was implemented, access to currently limited documents, like draft resolutions, would be provided. Other limited-level documents would still be restricted. On the ODS, a password would be needed to access such documents as conference room papers. He felt it was important to make sure that free access covered conference room papers, as well. The move to free access would still be accompanied by registration. Delegations would still have access to documents, including restricted ones.

Mr. OLAGO OWUOR (Kenya) said another meeting was needed on the agenda item under consideration, for some of his questions had not been answered.

Mr. ELJY (Syria) added a question about the method for free access to official documents.

(M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com).
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Maldivesinfo 

A training programme been held at the Hanimaadhoo Climate

A training programme been held at the Hanimaadhoo Climate Observatory with the aim of calibrating the scientific equipments to be used for the reasearch on the Asian Brown Clouds.

A training programme has been held at the Hanimaadhoo Climate Observatory, with the aim of calibrating the scientific equipments to be used for the reasearch on the Asian Brown Clouds, in the Observatory, and to build young scientists in the field of environmental science. 14 participants attended the 2 week training programme, which includes 7 from the Maldives. Participants from Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Thailand also attended the programme which focussed on the use of the scientific equipment in carrying out the research.

The training was conducted by international experts. The Atmospheric Brown Cloud, ABC, is a project jointly conducted by the United Nations Environment Programme, the Centre for Clouds, Chemistry and Climate of the University of California, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Government of Maldives.

An ABC Post Monsoon Experiment has begun this month with the aim of collecting data for the ABC Project. The experiment will be conducted until the 15th of November. The Ministry of Environment and Construction reports that data for the research is being collected and equipment will be installed on the Dornier aircraft of Island Aviation as part of the experiment.

The Hanimadhoo Observatory will act as the super site for the other Observatories established under the ABC Project and will also make observations on air pollution, aerosol and radiation, cloud, and precipitation chemistry. One of the main aims of the ABC project is to provide environmental science training to  the next generation.

With the inaguration of Hanimaadhoo Climate Observatory, the place will emerge as the largest and the most technologically up-to-date observatory in Asia. In the Presidential address this year, the President said that scientific research on the Asian Brown Cloud, which appears over the Maldives during the northeast monsoon will begin this year.

The clouds were first observed in the Maldives at the beginning of October 1997. The phenomenon was first reported by the Addu Atoll Meteorological Office.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
GhanaWeb

Biodiversity sends World Food Day to Bunso

BY CHRISTIAN AGUBRETU

Accra, Oct. 15, GNA - The National Planning Committee of this year's World Food Day, which falls on October 16, must be constrained indeed to find a venue to celebrate the Day so as to make it participatory and to bring the theme: Biodiversity for Food Security closer home to as many people as possible.

It is in the light of this that the activities to mark the Day have been moved from Accra to Bunso in the Eastern Region where there is the Plant Genetic Resource Centre under the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).

A member of the Planning Committee, Mr L.K Dzokoto, Director, Ministry of Food and Agriculture, is convinced that the Day, when celebrated at Bunso would bring the understanding of the theme to a broader spectrum of farmers, scientists, policy makers and the public to have a feel of biodiversity.

During one of the meetings of the Committee to fix a venue for the Day, Mr. Dzokoto said, "there is the need to bring the theme closer home to all stakeholders in agriculture and the food industry so that this year's World Food Day should not just be a flag raising and speech giving ceremony.

The flag raising ceremony, farmers' forum and a paper on the relevance of the theme would be held at Bunso.

With the Day being celebrated at Bunso it is expected that many visitors would interact with the experts and workers of the Plant Genetic Resource Centre established in 1964 for conservation of plant genetic resources, that is plant materials that benefit mankind. The Centre has a plantation of varieties of trees, crops and vegetables (arboretum) on a 16.4 hectares land with more than 600 medicinal plants and holds more than 8,400 accessions comprising vegetables, cereals, legumes, roots and tubers, spices, timber species, edible fruit trees and sweet berries (sweetnar).

It has provided training to more than 2,000 agricultural students in the nation's five Universities and other agriculture training colleges. Dr Lawrence Aboagye, Deputy Head of the Centre, told the Ghana News Agency that the Centre has farms with several types of local yams, water yams, varieties of local potatoes and many other local food crops, some of which are getting extinct.

The Centre, with its gene bank is able to conserve seeds and plants.

Farmers everywhere possess priceless local knowledge, including a highly tuned sense of how to match the right variety or breed with a particular agricultural ecosystem. In past years, the genetic resources of poor countries were used for crop and animal breeding, often with no benefit returning to those countries.

Today, the contribution of farmers in some countries is increasingly recognised along with their right to receive some of the benefits, including monetary benefits. The concept of Farmers' Rights holds that farmers should share in the benefits, have a voice in decision-making, enjoy continued access to genetic diversity and obtain protection of their traditional knowledge. Farmers' Rights is an essential part of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, which came into effect in March this year. The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO} estimates that about three-quarters of the genetic diversity of agricultural crops have been lost over the last century. And out of 6,300 animal breeds, 1,350 are endangered or already extinct. Global efforts to conserve plants and animals in gene banks, botanical gardens and zoos are vital. But an equally important task is to maintain biodiversity on farms and in nature, where it can evolve and adapt to changing conditions or competition with other species.

As custodians of the world's biodiversity, farmers can develop and maintain local plans and trees and reproduce indigenous animals, ensuring their survival.

United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) in a book entitled Global Biodiversity Assessment said the three principal components of biodiversity (ecosystems, species, genes) are in common use today. According to United States Office of Technology Assessment (OTA 1987), these three major components of biodiversity are recognized and defined. "Biological diversity means a variability among living organisms from all sources, including inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part. These include diversity within species and between species of ecosystems.

The arboretum at Bunso harbours about 8,400 accessions: being plant species including legumes, herbs, insects, fruit trees and many organisms. Here farmers are taught how to preserve plant species and their conservation and how bio-diversity, a wide-range of topic influence the life of other organisms. There is some exotic tree species including eucalyptus and the monkey nut tree, which have its origin from the Amazon, Brazil. Its fruits are as large as cocoa nuts and when they are dried they explode at the bottom as if they have been cut with sharp knife. The seeds are good and contain Vitamin A and monkeys like them very much.

It is also at the arboretum where how human activities affect food we eat and what we have lost are shown. At the arboretum it is also shown how man is linked with nature and what unguarded human activities could do to destroy man's own survival.

Food security in its sense has a lot of meaning and implications while bio-diversity has perhaps a wider understanding so if you add bio-diversity to food security you may be entering into a wider world. It is said about 840 million people the world over are starving and half of the figure is in Africa

Invariably, farmers who have lived close to nature know by observation and experience what bio-diversity is. They may not know what the high scientific name bio-diversity is but they know that something influences their production, eating, farming, livelihood activities and their dependent on nature while they tilled the land, planted, harvested and fed themselves.

The activities of micro or macro organisms do not only influence our livelihood but also play a significant role and a far reaching role in agriculture production that would ensure food security.

FAO says it is to pay tribute to biodiversity's role in ensuring that people have regular access to enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives that is why it has chosen as its theme; "Biodiversity for Food Security" as this year's World Food Day. According to Dr Aboagye, food security should have sustainable relationship with the conservation of crops and plant species and if they were getting extinct attempts should be made to preserve them for posterity.

He said to have food security within biodiversity there was the need for farmers to do mixed-cropping because there were some crops, which were drought resistant and some were not and if any of the crops failed in any weather condition the farmer would have, at least, something to live on and would not go absolutely hungry.

With farming practices it was the type of mixed cropping that had saved Ghana for years but somewhere along the line mechanised farming with mono cropping surfaced as a way of achieving food security. Now the farmer is being asked to look back and pick the several advantages in mixed farming.

FAO says, "rather than a single crop variety that guarantees a high yield, farmers in developing countries are more likely to need an assortment of crops that grow well in harsh climates or animals with resistance to disease.
Los Angeles Times
THE WORLD

Brazil's Elevation of Slain Activist to Hero Status Questioned

Some critics call granting the country's top honor to Amazon environmentalist Chico Mendes a political move and against tradition.

October 18, 2004

XAPURI, Brazil — In death as in life, Chico Mendes continues to provoke controversy.

Almost 16 years after his assassination here in the backwater town where he was born, the renowned rubber tapper-turned-environmentalist is once again at the center of a national debate, this time over what he achieved and how best to recognize his legacy.

Last month, the federal government bestowed on Mendes the country's highest honor, declaring him a national hero and elevating him into its official pantheon. Only seven other Brazilians have been voted into the exclusive club, all of them dead for nearly a century or more.

But the decision to add Mendes has stirred criticism — some of it from unexpected quarters, including his widow and the man in charge of the pantheon.

Few dispute Mendes' contributions to defending the Amazon from destruction by standing up to wealthy landowners, ranchers and speculators. Many cite him as the single most important figure in drawing attention to the tropical rainforest and sparking a worldwide movement to save it and the livelihoods of thousands of men and women who depend on its survival.

For his efforts, Mendes was gunned down by his enemies Dec. 22, 1988, as he stepped onto his porch to take an evening bath in his backyard outhouse.

The problem now is how the government of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva went about its decision to enshrine Mendes. Some critics smell politics. Others sniff at what they call a disregard for tradition in naming someone so contemporary to an elite fraternity whose other members have withstood a far longer test of time.

"Chico Mendes was an environmental leader who was killed by an economic sector that had its interests challenged," said Jarbas Silva Marques, director of the Historic and Artistic Patrimony of the Federal District of Brasilia, which administers the official pantheon. "But from that to national hero is a big difference."

The other chosen few are either war heroes, men who were instrumental in Brazil's long drive for independence or, in one case, a semilegendary 17th century rebel slave who led a revolt for freedom.

Their names are inscribed in a book made entirely of steel, on display in the Pantheon of Liberty and Democracy, a building designed by architect Oscar Niemeyer that resembles a bird in flight. The memorial is a stone's throw from the presidential palace in the center of the capital, Brasilia.

Mendes, born Francisco Alves Mendes Filho in 1944, may well be a historic figure, but he is not quite historic enough — at least not yet — to be placed among the other worthies, Marques said. By standard practice, 50 years must elapse after someone's death before he or she can be inducted into the club by act of Congress, a rule devised to avoid rash judgments or opportunistic political ploys to reward friends and allies.

But technically, there are no official criteria on who can be included and when. And in reality, the Brazilian pantheon is a relatively new creation, in existence only since 1989, despite its conscious modeling after the Pantheon in Paris, which is more than 200 years old.

Marina Silva, Brazil's environment minister and chief proponent of Mendes' entry, has found herself defending his inclusion in recent weeks just as she did four years ago when, as a senator, she first put forward his name for consideration.

"When I presented the proposal, the senators reacted ironically, saying that a nomination of this kind would take between 50 and 100 years," Silva told the newspaper O Globo. "But I asked them why, if the name of Chico Mendes is already celebrated throughout the whole world?"

Critics point out that Silva and Mendes were close colleagues when both were young activists here in their native state of Acre. Mendes was also the founder of a local chapter of the left-leaning Workers' Party, which happens to be Silva's party and also that of Lula, the president, who signed the bill to elevate Mendes on Sept. 22 after it cleared Congress.

"Marina Silva got her start politically thanks to Chico Mendes. It's a personal issue. It has nothing to do with the nation as a whole," Marques said. "This is a dangerous precedent."
The decision caused Mendes to leapfrog over a long line of other candidates awaiting consideration, among them Juscelino Kubitschek, a former president revered for his efforts to modernize Brazil; inventor Alberto Santos Dumont, who Brazilians contend pioneered human flight before the Wright brothers; and Heitor Villa-Lobos, the composer.

Mendes' widow, Ilzamar, said she has no argument with the desire to honor her late husband, who "deserves the nomination — and even more than that."

But no one from Lula's government has officially notified her about the decision nor bothered to offer congratulations.

"We are happy for his name to be included as a national hero, but we don't agree with how it was done. There are people who use his name without respecting the family's rights," she said. Now 38, Ilzamar Mendes was left to raise their two children on her own after her husband was assassinated. She lives in Rio Branco, the capital of Acre.

She accused the government of paying lip service to Mendes and doing little to advance the cause he championed, improving the lot of rubber tappers and other rural workers.

"Chico Mendes' name has always been used by the state and federal government, but the right of the rubber tappers to a better life — [the government] hasn't done much for them," she said.

"Chico's name has been used more for political than practical purposes."

There's also hope to exploit it for commercial reasons here in Mendes' hometown, as a way to increase Xapuri's tourist value.

More than an hour's drive outside Rio Branco, this remains a quiet, bucolic place where some streets are paved with brick and an ox-pulled cart in the road can force traffic to a crawl. Time seems more languid, to go with the humid tropical weather.

For all the fame he won, Mendes is a modest presence. The unassuming wooden home where he lived and was fatally shot sits on a sleepy side street. Across the way, a foundation named for him displays a spartan collection of personal effects.

Friends and colleagues would like to see a statue of Mendes erected, his story told in textbooks and comic books, and more visible reminders of him throughout the city.

"Even dead, he can do a lot to help the development of Xapuri," Mayor Julio Barbosa said of the town's most famous native son.

Those who knew Mendes dismiss criticism of vaulting him into the national pantheon.

"Since it wasn't possible to recognize him while he was alive, then recognizing him after his death is totally valid," said Raimundo Mendes de Barros, 59, a cousin.

"Those who lived with him and who benefited from both his life and his death should be zealous to keep his memory alive for years to come."
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-mendes18oct18.story 
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The Washington Post.   [Op-Ed].   David B. Sandalow   18/10/2004

A Green Peace Prize

          

    Her musical name hides a fierce spirit. For more than three decades she's faced down dictators and detractors, building a Green Belt Movement in her native Kenya and helping plant millions of trees around   Africa.  Now Wangari Maathai, winner of the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize, is suddenly a global symbol of the often overlooked connection between protecting the environment and preventing conflict. 

   Like so much in her career, the award has sparked controversy.  

   Why, critics ask, should the Nobel Peace Prize go to an environmental activist? Under Alfred Nobel's will, the  prize belongs to "the person who shall have done the most or the best work for fraternity between  nations, for the abolition or reduction of standing armies and for the holding and promotion of peace congresses." For more than 50 years after the   industrialist's death in 1896, the Nobel Committee (appointed by the Norwegian parliament) awarded the Peace Prize to politicians, diplomats and international bureaucrats. 

   But after   World War II, the Nobel Committee began taking a more expansive view of its charter. In  1952 the committee awarded the Peace Prize to Albert Schweitzer, a physician and missionary whose legendary contributions to humanity did not include -- except perhaps indirectly -- conflict avoidance of the type narrowly described by Nobel's testament. Since then winners have included Norman Borlaug, Mother Teresa, Desmond Tutu and Elie Wiesel -- extraordinary individuals whose selection reflects growing interest by the committee both in inspirational leaders and the forces behind strife.  

  In this tradition, selecting an environmental activist for the Nobel Peace Prize is not only proper but inspired. Doing so when much of the world's attention is focused on daily casualties in a controversial war is especially farsighted. By shining a spotlight on a topic that would otherwise receive little attention -- the role of the natural environment in human conflict -- the Nobel Committee may help prevent tragedies. 

   But what does protecting the environment have to do with preventing conflict? First, environmental degradation is often a precursor of violence.  

  Nowhere is this demonstrated more vividly than in Darfur. The immediate cause of the tragedy in  Sudan  is the ruthless behavior of government forces and militias toward unarmed civilians. But lying behind today's disaster is the desertification of northern Darfur during the past two decades. Extended drought and poor land management have pushed the desert southward year after year, forcing Arab nomads from the north deeper into southern farmlands while breeding resentment and conflict. 

   Could the tragedy in Darfur have been averted if a charismatic leader such as Wangari Maathai had helped the people of  Sudan  protect their soils and prevent desertification? Perhaps. Similar questions could be asked in many places around the globe. 

  In the Philippines, a long-standing insurgency finds a ready source of recruits from those trapped in poverty by reckless deforestation. In Mexico, soil erosion and deforestation fueled a rebellion in Chiapas in the mid-1990s that shook the national government and contributed to a peso crisis that rattled financial markets around the world. 

   In Pakistan, where the world community has a vital interest in preventing deterioration of the social order, degraded croplands are forcing many poor farmers to migrate to Karachi and other urban centers, where shortages of clean water and electric power have sparked violence. 

   Scholarly studies suggest that ecological stress is often a cause of conflict within nations (and even, occasionally, between nation-states). Ecological stress frequently exacerbates more obvious social problems, such as ethnic rivalries, that are more likely to be identified as the immediate causes of strife. 

   There are other connections between the environment and conflict. A common affinity for the natural world can help bring rivals together and overcome bitterness. It's no accident that in the 1970s, as doors between China and the United States opened for the first time in decades, the Chinese  government sent a panda to the  United States as a symbol of rapprochement. 

   In addition, environmental activism has played an important role in the struggle for democracy. In Central and Eastern  Europe,  environmental groups such as the Danube Circle provided vehicles for popular dissatisfaction with communist regimes in the late 1980s. In China, protests over the Three Gorges Dam helped spark the democracy movement at Tiananmen Square. 

   The compelling immediacy of car bombs, kidnappings and beheadings will always capture headlines. Wise leaders will pay attention not just to today's battles but also to the forces that can help reduce conflict in years to come. 

   The Nobel Committee spoke wisely last week in recognizing that "[p]eace on earth depends on our ability to secure our living environment." Wangari Maathai's example can help peace take root in many places around the world.  

  The writer, a scholar at the Brookings Institution, was senior director for environmental affairs on the National Security Council staff in the Clinton administration. 
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General Environment News

AU stresses conservation of Africa's biodiversity on World Food Day

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Africa Saturday marked the World Food Day with the African Union (AU) Commission calling for intensified conservation and sustainable utilization of the continent's biological diversity to assure food for all. The Commission said the protection, development and sustainable use of Africa's natural resource endowment was central to achieving food security and food self-sufficiency. Parts of Africa are often hit by famines due to environmental disasters, while conflicts and HIV/AIDS have combined to increase not only the hordes of the hungry and malnourished population, but also created food deficits in usually productive regions of the continent. Every year, the World Food Day highlights a particular theme to heighten public awareness and to encourage nations to take action to ward off hunger. "This year's theme 'Biodiversity for Food Security' is very apt for Africa," said Rosebud Kurwijila, AU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Economy blamed Africa's food insufficiency on unprecedented population pressure on the land and biological resources or food, shelter and recreation. The resulting degradation and loss of soil, plant and animal resources has invariably contributed to the current state of low agricultural productivity and food insufficiency that Africa is experiencing. Unless Africa, with the support of the international community, urgently addresses this threat to biological diversity, the continent risks compromising the standard of living and livelihoods of its people," Kurwijila warned. The short-term goal of the AU Commission, the Commissioner explained, was to play a strong advocacy role for the management and sustainable use of Africa's biodiversity. "Biodiversity is a key ally in fighting malnutrition. Its protection is something we cannot afford to forget," Kurwijila stressed. Meanwhile, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has warned that "the world's biodiversity is under threat and this could severely compromise global food security." FAO Director General Jacques Diouf said food supply had become "more vulnerable, there are fewer opportunities for growth and innovation in agriculture and less capacity for agriculture to adapt to environmental changes or to the appearance of new pests and diseases."

WFP to Fund Tree Project

New Vision (Kampala): THE World Food Programme (WFP) deputy regional director, Edward Kallon, has said Katakwi district will this year benefit from a UN watershed management programme to replenish its lost natural forests. He said the programme involved planting trees in the deforested areas, especially in Okude parish, Orungo sub-county, which has suffered severe tree felling. Kallon said this recently at Okude primary school during the launch of the WFP pilot school-feeding programme. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410180387.html
Cape's Poachers to Face 'Marines'

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Patrol boats, 4x4 vehicles, spotting scopes, binoculars, cell phones, portable radios, pump-action shotguns, bullet-proof jackets ... These are just some of the items of equipment which will be used by the new, beefed-up anti-poaching unit of the Overstrand Municipality which will be leading the charge against perlemoen and other marine poachers along the southern Cape coast. On Friday, Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk announced that the police's anti-poaching unit, Operation Neptune, was to be replaced by a new joint initiative that would have a budget of at least R15 million - more than double the existing R7m. The new initiative, yet to be named, could well be called "the Marines", the name of the Overstrand Municipality's anti-poaching and marine law enforcement unit which has enjoyed immediate success since it was piloted in the Hangklip-Kleinmond area in May last year. Marines stands for "Management action for resources of inshore and near shore environments", and this unit will be the lead agency in a partnership with Van Schalkwyk's department and the SA Police Service and the Overstrand Municipality. In terms of a memorandum of understanding signed between Van Schalkwyk and the department of community safety and the SA Police Service, at least 70 more police officers will be permanently stationed in the Overberg area. Their primary duties will be to combat crime, and they will only be called in to help with anti-poaching operations where necessary. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410180683.html
SA Leads Swoop On Suspect Toothfish Vessel

Cape Argus (Cape Town): South Africa's marine law enforcement officers have prevented a suspected tooth fish-poaching vessel from selling its cargo, believed to have been poached in South African waters, on the highly lucrative international market. South African interests are suspected of being behind the vessel's allegedly illegal fishing activities. The 62m Piscis arrived in Singapore last week and discharged its cargo of tooth fish which could have been as much as 220 tons. But South African law enforcement officers, alerted by an informant, managed to put out the word in time and prevented the tooth fish from being sold on the international market where it would have fetched the highest price. Patagonian tooth fish, marketed as Chilean sea bass, sells for $44 (R286) a kilogram in the commercial fish markets of New York. Potentially, the ship's cargo could have been worth R63 million once it reached the United States market. The Piscis is listed as a tooth fish poacher on the website of Colto (Coalition of legal tooth fish operators).  Last week, marine law enforcement officers detained a Japanese vessel, the Shinsei Maru, in Cape Town harbour with 50 tons of tooth fish aboard. They are checking the origin of the fish, which may also have been caught in South African waters around the Prince Edward Island group. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410180685.html
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http://www.azcentral.com/spanish/latin-america/articles/latin-america_116043.html
Países insulares del Caribe buscan apoyo ante cambios climáticos

Las naciones insulares del Caribe, cuyas vulnerables economías pueden resultar muy afectadas por el cambio climático global, ha creado un grupo para facilitar la cooperación entre ellas y también con el resto de América Latina.

Delegados de 11 países de la región iniciaron el lunes una reunión de dos días en esta capital.

"Resulta muy importante avanzar en el desarrollo sostenible de los pequeños estados insulares dado su alto nivel de vulnerabilidad", explicó a la AP Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, director para América Latina y el Caribe del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente.

El encuentro cuenta también con representantes de la Comunidad del Caribe.

"Pensamos que si hay cooperación, esa vulnerabilidad puede revertirse", indicó el funcionario.

La idea de crear este grupo de apoyo surgió en noviembre del año pasado en Panamá, durante una reunión continental de ministros del Medio Ambiente. El grupo está dirigido por el subsecretario chileno Rodrigo Egaña Barahona.

En esta ocasión también viajaron a Cuba representantes de Argentina, Venezuela y Brasil.

Por su parte, los anfitriones cubanos destacaron la necesidad contar con la ayuda mutua y la integración como forma de defenderse de los desquicios que atacaron recientemente a la región: sequías, huracanes extraordinariamente violentos e inundaciones.

"La cooperación, más que un noble deseo, es una necesidad imperiosa", comentó el viceministro de ciencia y medio ambiente de Cuba, Fernando González Bermúdez.

González aseguró que "tras siglos de saqueo" de los recursos naturales mundiales, las naciones insulares sienten con mayor impacto los cambios climáticos ocasionados por la explotación del planeta.

Sin embargo llamó a fortalecer la cooperación sur-sur, pues "del norte industrializado y rico es muy poco lo que podemos esperar", manifestó.

Comienza en Cuba cita de Cooperación Sur-Sur de estados insulares 

                                                         (Actualizado 18 de octubre del 2004)

Con la participación de 11 naciones de América Latina y el Caribe comienza hoy en esta capital la Reunión del Grupo de Apoyo Ministerial de Oficiales de Alto Nivel para la Cooperación Sur Sur.

De acuerdo con Jorge Fernández Chamero, Director de Colaboración Internacional del Ministerio de Ciencia Tecnología y Medio Ambiente de Cuba (CITMA), ese encuentro responde a la Decisión 4 de la XIV Reunión del Foro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente de América Latina y el Caribe celebrada el pasado año en Panamá y que organiza el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe.

La cita, que se extenderá hasta mañana 19 de octubre, se refiere a la implementación de un Programa de Pequeños Estados Insulares en Desarrollo del Caribe, para lo cual se prevé llevar a cabo un grupo de acciones donde la cooperación Sur-Sur constituye uno de los mecanismos básicos.

De acuerdo con Chamero, Cuba ha sido elegida como sede por el importante papel que históricamente ha desempeñado en el Foro de Ministros, por su vocación de solidaridad y voluntad política para cooperar con las islas del Caribe, y a su condición de Miembro del Consejo del Fondo para el Medio Ambiente Mundial (GEF).

Todo ello se hace particularmente relevante, enfatizó el funcionario, en las actuales circunstancias asociadas a las serias afectaciones provocadas por los grandes eventos meteorológicos ocurridos en la región recientemente.

Cuba actuará, dijo, en su doble papel de beneficiario del Programa, y como contribuyente a los efectos de otros Pequeños Estados Insulares en Desarrollo.

Además ofrece colaboración en temas como Manejo integrado de recursos hídricos, de Ecosistemas costeros, de Desastres naturales, Degradación de suelos, y Bioseguridad.

La reunión cuenta con la presencia de representantes de Argentina, Barbados, Belice, Brasil, Chile, Trinidad y Tobago, Uruguay hasta un número de 11 naciones.

Asisten además nueve representaciones de la Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL), la Comunidad Caribeña (CARICOM), la Organización de Estados Caribeños del Este (OECE), y el Centro Agronómico de investigación Rural (CNIRD).

Asimismo están en la sede del evento, el Hotel PALCO de esta capital, académicos de la Universidad de West Indies (UWI), de la Universidad de Belice, y de la de Guyana. (PL) 
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Annan calls for constitutional reform, disarmament in Côte

d'Ivoire

18 October - With the peace process in Côte d'Ivoire stalled as deadlines for key accords pass without

action, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the parties to make good on their pledges to change the constitution and begin disarmament. Under an accord reached over the summer in Accra, Ghana, the parties agreed to adopt legislative reforms, revise the Constitution's provisions relating to eligibility by nationality for the presidency, and begin

disarmament. Through a statement released today by his spokesman, the Secretary-General noted that these provisions "have not been met."

President Laurent Gbagbo, in an address to the nation on 12 October, said the political crisis should be resolved without further delay - a view the spokesman said Mr. Annan shares.

"To this end, the Secretary-General urges the political forces in Côte d'Ivoire to ensure the full and unconditional implementation" of the Accra III agreement, as well as an accord they struck in 2003 in Linas-Marcoussis, France, the spokesman said, emphasizing the need to address constitutional reform and disarmament.

The Secretary-General "urges adoption of all legislative reforms without delay, and also appeals to all armed elements, including militias, to commence disarmament at the earliest."

The statement also welcomed President Gbagbo's condemnation of all acts of violence against the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) and the French peacekeeping forces, and said it "should be unconditionally enforced by all authorities concerned." Côte d'Ivoire's current crisis broke out in September 2002. The rebel Force Nouvelles dominates the north, and UN peacekeepers serving with UNOCI are stationed between the opposing sides.

Annan outlines requirements for successful peacekeeping

18 October - Adequate security, a well-defined and realistic mission and long-term commitment to

success are among the key requirements for successful peacekeeping, United Nations Secretary-

General Kofi Annan said today in Ulster, Northern Ireland.

"I do not think it coincidental that, in the case of the failures, either there was no peace to keep or

peace agreements proved fragile because the underlying causes of conflict had not been resolved," he

said in a speech at the Magee campus of the University of Ulster.

"We must know the limits of what is achievable by the United Nations," Mr. Annan said, stressing that it is important "not to allow ourselves to be used as a fig leaf for lack of political will by the international community to deal effectively with an issue."

Success comes when there is a clear and achievable mandate, he said, citing the UN's stewardship of East Timor and Namibia. The situation in Kosovo - marred by disagreement on means and goals - stands in contrast, he said. Another critical lesson is to "never neglect security," said the Secretary-General. "Without security almost everything else is impossible: no effective government, no reconstruction, no return of refugees, no return to school, no elections." He also cautioned against outsized expectations and stressed the need for a long-term commitment to peace, pointing out that nearly half of all accords collapse within five years. Efforts stall as interest flags, he said. "Political engagement and financial support are drawn down just when the process needs a second wind."

He called for all concerned - the Security Council, countries, international non-governmental organizations (NGOs), warring parties and the citizens concerned - to "stay the course." Warning against "the peril of trying to do things in the wrong order," he said respect for the rule of law must precede elections, social stability should come before full economic liberalization, and the economy must be growing before the international community disengages. "It should be no surprise that in the poorest countries, like Haiti and Liberia, peace processes failed and conflicts lapsed back into violence."

The most important lesson of all - "for me personally, and for the United Nations as an organization - is that we must always be listening and looking out for new knowledge," he declared.

"Let us learn those lessons. And let us employ them in our future peace operations, as we work together to try to make the world a better and a safer place, for our own sakes and for our children."

After his speech, Mr. Annan took some questions from the audience, including one about whether the international community was now seeing a "clash of civilizations." He responded by saying there was a need for dialogue with the Muslim world "to get across that Islam is not represented by the killers."

Over the weekend, the Secretary-General met Saturday with Prime Minister Bertie Ahern to discuss the situation between  the Israelis and the Palestinians, the Afghanistan peace process, Iran's nuclear programme, the plans for Iraqi elections, the crisis in Darfur, Sudan, Northern Ireland and HIV/AIDS.

Death toll in Sudan's war-torn Darfur region up to 70,000 - UN

health agency

18 October - Up to 70,000 people made homeless by conflict in Darfur, Sudan, have died as a direct

result of their squalid and precarious living conditions since March, according to the United Nations

World Health Organization (WHO).

"Further work will be needed to estimate the proportions of these deaths that are due to different

causes, but most are due to diarrhoeal diseases exacerbated by malnutrition," David Nabarro,

Representative of WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook for Health Action in Crises, said Friday.

He estimated the average mortality rate for all internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the region's three states during August to be 2.6 per 10,000 per day, with a worst and best case range of 1.6 to 3.2.

Mr. Nabarro said the broad range between worst and best case scenarios "reflects the varying conditions throughout the three Darfur states and the continuing uncertainty because of access problems."

Since the outbreak of fighting early last year between the Government of Sudan and two rebel groups, some 1.65 million people have been uprooted from their homes in Darfur, a vast region the size of France, with some 200,000 of them living in refugee camps in neighbouring Chad.

In other news, the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) said a humanitarian team has met with representatives of the rebel Sudan Liberation Army (SLA), finalizing an agreement on ground rules for aid operations in areas controlled by the rebel movement and in contested parts of Darfur. The Mission also reported rising tension over the weekend throughout Darfur, including in the two state capitals of North and West Darfur, while there were also reports that aid workers were harassed and relief vehicles hijacked. UNAMIS said the World Food Programme (WFP), meanwhile, has completed food distribution in Zam Zam camp in North Darfur, and a polio vaccination campaign conducted in West Darfur has so far reached nearly 47,000 of the target 202,000 children.

Sudanese refugee camps

Annan to seek more British support for meeting anti-poverty

goals

18 October - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said ahead of a meeting today with the United Kingdom's Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, that he would seek more UK support for achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Speaking in London, where he is on an official visit, Mr. Annan said he will appeal to Mr. Brown and the British Government to use the upcoming UK presidencies of the Group of Eight industrialized countries and the European Union "to work for the necessary political breakthrough and the additional resources needed to achieve those goals." "Many of these goals, including the one of halving poverty by 2015, are far from being met," the Secretary-General noted, referring to the set of eight time-bound targets that seek to slash extreme poverty and hunger, curb infant mortality rates and major diseases, and improve access to education and health care for all - all by 2015.

Mr. Annan said he will be supporting the G-7 donors considering Mr. Brown's proposal for an International Finance Facility, which would be capable of doubling aid flows to the developing world up to $100 billion a year.

Blasts in Iraq Green Zone underscore UN concerns about

security – spokesman

18 October - United Nations concerns about security in Iraq have been underscored by recent bombings in the Baghdad Green Zone, a UN spokesman said today.

Stephane Dujarric told reporters that senior UN envoy Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, who arrived today in the Iraqi capital, will have a number of meetings with political leaders and multinational force officials on the ground.“Let’s see what comes out of those meetings,” he said in response to questions, noting that the violence highlighted the UN’s concerns about safety.

Mr. Dujarric added that the UN has not heard back formally from the multinational force concerning a dedicated unit of the multinational force that would deal with security for the world body.

Aid for Africa’s farms drops as developed States maintain

subsidies – UN official

18 October - Developed countries have increased their aid to Africa’s agricultural sector, but they are taking the money back in the form of debt and other repayments while subsidizing their own agricultural exports to the detriment of the continent’s farmers, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa said today.

Under-Secretary-General Ibrahim Gambari told journalists in New York that in the cotton trade alone, three countries – Burkina Faso, Benin and Mali – were losing some $11 billion because of European and North American subsidies for their own agricultural exports.

He called for greater policy coherence among Africa’s development partners, as well as better alignment of the UN’s work with the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).

Later this week, in the margins of the General Assembly, Mr. Annan’s high-level advisory panel on support for NEPAD would meet, Mr. Gambari said. He pointed out that reports on the tragic events in Sudan, Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire have not allowed space for positive coverage of the continent, including the efforts of the countries themselves to move forward. Offering context, he said that while 11 countries had been embroiled in civil conflict in 1998, when the UN’s first report on

the matter had come out, by now “only a few states were involved in armed conflict” – Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sudan, Liberia and perhaps Burundi.

The peacekeeping mission in Sierra Leone was being drawn down in recognition that developments in that West African country were going fairly well, Mr. Gambari said.
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Biodiversity losses threaten world's 900 million rural poor, UN

says

18 October - An unprecedented loss of biodiversity has reduced the amount of food available to the world's 900 million rural poor and should receive widespread attention, UN Deputy Secretary-General LouiseFréchette said today. "Given the growing interdependence among countries and expanding trade in agricultural goods and services,maintaining biodiversity for food security is as much a global priority as a local one," she said at a commemoration in New York of World Food Day.

"Many freshwater fish species, which can provide crucial dietary diversity to the poorest households, have become extinct, and many of the world's most important fisheries have been decimated," Ms. Fréchette noted. She pointed out that biodiversity is key to fertilizing soil, recycling nutrients, regulating pests and diseases, controlling erosion and pollinating many of crops and trees,."And it is knowledge of biodiversity - notably by farmers responsible for their families' health and well-being - that can ensure food availability during periods of crisis, such as civil conflicts, natural calamities, or disabling diseases," she said. World Food Day takes place annually on 16 October, the day on which FAO was founded in 1945 in Quebec City, and wasobserved at FAO headquarters in Rome last Friday.

In Africa's Great Lakes valleys, the forests of the Amazon, or Southeast Asia's river systems, "women and men farmers apply their formidable experience to harvest plants, raise livestock and fish every day to ensure their families' food security," Ms. Fréchette said. "Their knowledge, as much as that of any research institution, is crucial to our future."Through video conferencing from Guadalajara, Mexico, FAO Goodwill Ambassador Mana, a musical group, was to introduce school children in Mexico and the United States who have been active in "The Growing Connection," a pilot project linking school gardens in Africa, Latin America and the United States. Early next month the UN's World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is scheduled to convene in Geneva its Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore.

UN envoy expresses dismay at attempts to dissuade Kosovo

Serbs from voting

18 October - Voicing deep concern at attempts to dissuade Kosovo’s ethnic Serb population from

participating in this Saturday’s elections, the senior United Nations envoy there today urged all Serbs to voteso they can play their part in rebuilding the troubled province.

“Only those who take action to overcome isolation can change the present to a better future,” Søren Jessen-Petersen, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and the head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), said in a statement issued in Pristina.

“Voting on Saturday means becoming an active part of the institutional life in Kosovo,” he said. “It means standing up for your interests, rights and concerns. Those urging Kosovo Serbs not to vote simply do not have in mind the interest of their own people.”

The envoy’s comments came in reaction to recent statements and actions aimed at persuading Serbs to stay away from the polls for the Kosovo Assembly, a legislative body which has power to pass laws in certain areas.Mr. Jessen-Petersen also said that UNMIK and the Kosovo Force (KFOR) – which is responsible for maintaining security in the province – were working hard to ensure that election day is safe and quiet.

UNAIDS commends Viet Nam on its national HIV prevention

strategy

18 October - Viet Nam's national HIV prevention strategy, which targets prostitutes and addicts, should bereplicated in other countries, a senior official with the United Nations Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS

(UNAIDS) said today.

The country's Government has divided up the work of AIDS prevention and treatment among several

ministries, giving specific duties to each, but naming one to lead their collaboration in particular areas. The new strategy also focuses on reaching sex workers and injecting drug users.

"This is an excellent national strategy and stands as a model for other countries in the region and the world, that stands as a model for other countries in the region and the world," UNAIDS Deputy Executive Director Kathleen Cravero told Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister Pham Gia Khiem in Hanoi.

"By adopting the National AIDS Strategy, Prime Minister Phan Van Khai has underscored the urgent need to act now to contain the growing AIDS epidemic in Viet Nam," she added.

Viet Nam's Ministry of Health estimated that 215,000 people were living with HIV by the end of last year, meaning that 1 out of every 75 households had an infected family member. Officials are trying to reduce the stigma of having the disease.

"Viet Nam President Tran Duc Luong's recent visit with people living with HIV was an important step in fighting the stigma surrounding HIV," Dr. Cravero said.

UN Assembly to look at using space technology to reach

development targets

18 October - The United Nations General Assembly this week is examining how space technology can be used to help

reduce global poverty and hunger, improve public health and reach other key development goals.

Speaking at a press briefing on this week’s meetings, Ambassador Walter Lichem, head of Austria’s delegation to the UN

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, noted that “space is moving to development.”

In the past, security policies and technological power had been expressed in terms of space capacities, he said. “Today,

we’re moving to a new space age,” one in which space technology “can be key in relation to whole number of core items on

our global agenda,” from natural resource management to disaster reduction to the environment.

As part of the Assembly’s debate, the Vienna-based UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA) has organized a panel

discussion Tuesday on “Outer Space and the Global Agenda.”

The meeting will seek to highlight space technology’s contribution towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals

(MDGs), a set of eight time-bound targets that seek to slash extreme poverty and hunger, curb infant mortality rates and

major diseases, and improve access to education and health care for all – all by 2015.

Annan calls on developed States to help poor countries climb

out of poverty

18 October - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on all governments to live up to

their pledge to halve extreme poverty by 2015 in line with the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

agreed on at a world summit four years ago, a process which he said has not being going well overall.

“The goals remain feasible and affordable, but we need a quantum leap in aid, debt relief and trade

concessions on the part of developed countries,” he said in a message yesterday to mark the International

Day for the Eradication of Poverty. “And we need similarly dramatic changes on the part of developing

countries.”

Mr. Annan noted that most countries in Asia and Northern Africa are on track to halve extreme poverty and to achieve many

of the social targets. Countries in West Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean have generally made good progress towards

some individual goals, such as universal primary education, but have been less successful in reducing poverty, he added.

States in sub-Saharan Africa and other least developed countries are making far from adequate progress on most of the

goals.

“Next September, world leaders will gather at UN Headquarters for a high-level event to review progress in implementing the Millennium Declaration they adopted in 2000. But even now, well before that event, we already know that a major breakthrough will be needed if the eight Millennium Development Goals derived from the Declaration are to be met by the target year of 2015,” Mr. Annan said.

Employment is the missing link between national economic growth and poverty reduction, the Director-General of the UN International labour Organization (ILO), Juan Somavia, said in his message.

“Indeed, inequality is worsened when growth, which creates wealth, is not accompanied by decent jobs, which spread wealth, fostering consumption, and driving investments. When that sound market cycle is broken, we are in trouble – as we are today,” he said.

 “The problem is not poverty of effort, but poverty of opportunity,” he added.

More than a billion people are now unemployed, underemployed, or among the working poor, Mr. Somavia said. “Efforts to fulfill our collective commitments to fight poverty will fall short unless we focus on creating job opportunities and decent work for all.”

Ballot counting proceeds apace in Afghanistan – UN

16 October - Some 80,000 ballots in Afghanistan's historic presidential election have already been

tallied, and the process is proceeding at a steady pace, a United Nations spokesman announced today.

“Since this morning all eight counting centres began mixing, sorting and counting ballots,” Manoel de

Almeida de Silva told journalists in Kabul. All ballot boxes from all locations expected to arrive at the

centres by tomorrow.

He also reported that last Thursday, the Impartial Panel of International Experts set up to look into

complaints about the election process had met with a dozen candidates or their representatives. “The meeting was very cordial and open, enabling a frank and constructive exchange.”

The Panel, which has about 100 written complaints from just about every candidate, is going through each. “Further meetings with the candidates, as the investigation moves on, are also expected to take place,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric de la Rivière, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Associate Spokeperson for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon. 

My apologies for being a little late. Our guest this morning will be the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa, Under-Secretary-General Ibrahim Gambari, who will be joining us today to brief us on Africa’s efforts to achieve peace and security as well as recent African and international initiatives to implement the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, otherwise known as NEPAD.  He will be highlighting some of the central issues raised in two recent reports by the Secretary-General on these topics which the General Assembly is taking up today and tomorrow.  He will also discuss the inaugural meetings of the Secretary-General’s advisory panel on international support for NEPAD, which will be held here in 
New York later this week.

**Secretary-General’s Statement
From the Secretary-General who is arriving in London, he will meet with the UK Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, this evening in the British capital.
In his statement, which we released earlier this morning, the Secretary-General said he intends to discuss next year’s summit at the General Assembly, which will review progress on achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  Many of these goals, including the one of halving poverty by 2015, “are far from being met”, the Secretary-General said. 
“The Secretary-General will appeal to the Chancellor and the UK Government to use the upcoming UK presidencies of the G8 and the European Union to work for the necessary political breakthrough and the additional resources needed to achieve those goals. 
“In this context, the Secretary-General will be supporting the G7 donors considering seriously the Chancellor’s proposal for an International Finance Facility that would be capable of doubling aid flows to the developing world by up to 
$100 billion a year.”
A copy of the statement is available upstairs. 
**SG - Travels
Before leaving for London this afternoon, the Secretary-General laid out nine lessons the United Nations has learned about peacekeeping, in a speech at the University of Ulster, in Northern Ireland.
Those nine lessons, he said, were:  we should say no when we need to; stay the course; know the context; never neglect security; manage expectations; get the sequencing right; keep everyone on the same page; and make sure that local populations take responsibility.  He added that the most important lesson of all is that “we must always be listening and looking out for new knowledge.”
After his speech, he took some questions from the audience, including one about whether we are now seeing a “clash of civilizations”.  The Secretary-General said that there is a need for dialogue with the Muslim world, adding, “We need to get across that Islam is not represented by the killers.”
The Secretary-General met Saturday with the Irish Taoiseach Bertie Ahern.  They talked of the situation between the Israelis and the Palestinians, the Afghanistan peace process, Iran’s nuclear program, the plans for Iraqi elections, the crisis in Darfur, Sudan, Northern Ireland and HIV/AIDS, among other topics.
We have more upstairs on the Secretary-General’s travels. 
**Sudan
The World Health Organization has reported that up to 70,000 of the displaced people in Darfur, Sudan, have died as a direct result of the conditions in which they are living since March 1st of this year.  Further work will be needed to estimate the proportions of these deaths that are due to different causes, but most are due to diarrhoeal diseases exacerbated by malnutrition, the World Health Organization said in a press briefing, which is available upstairs.
In Sudan, a humanitarian team has met with representatives of the rebel SLA group and they finalized an agreement on ground rules for humanitarian operations in areas controlled by the rebel movement and contested areas in Darfur.  The mission also reports rising tension throughout the Darfur States over the weekend including the two State capitals of north and west Darfur.  The mission also reported harassments of aid workers and hijacking of aid vehicles in the Darfur.
It also said that the World Food Programme has completed food distribution in Zam Zam camp in north Darfur, as well as a polio vaccination campaign conducted in west Darfur, which has so far reached nearly 47,000 of the targeted 202,000 children.
**Afghanistan
From Afghanistan, the UN Mission in that country said that the impartial panel of experts that is dealing with complaints about the October 9 elections had received about 100 complaints from the country’s presidential candidates.  The panel is going through all the complaints as we speak.
The United Nations Mission, said the counting of ballots, which began last Thursday, is being updated regularly on the Internet, on its site, the name of which is available upstairs.  And since Saturday morning, all eight counting centres in Afghanistan began mixing, sorting and counting ballots.  We have more details in the briefing notes from Kabul. 
**Horn of Africa
Martti Ahtisaari, the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for the humanitarian crisis in the Horn of Africa, wrapped up his mission to Ethiopia today.  While in that country, Mr. Ahtisaari met with senior government officials as well as representatives of UN agencies, NGOs and the donor community.  The focus of his discussions was addressing the underlying causes of food insecurity. 
Mr. Ahtisaari, who had also visited Eritrea last week, will now be visiting donor capitals to appeal for support for UN programs to lay the groundwork for transitioning from emergency relief to long-term recovery from food shortages.
**ILO - Poverty Day Message
The Director-General of the International Labour Organization, to mark the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, said the problem of people living in poverty isn’t one of effort, rather, it’s one of opportunity.  And good governance is what’s needed in order to provide that opportunity.  And we have copies of Mr. Somavia’s message available upstairs. 
**UNDP
Turning to the Development Programme, world famous soccer stars Ronaldo and Zinédine Zidane appeared yesterday in a thirty-second TV spot to promote the Millennium Development Goals, on behalf of their role as UNDP Goodwill Ambassadors.  The television spot aired worldwide in conjunction with the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.
**UNAIDS
The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, otherwise known as UNAIDS, has commended the Government of Viet Nam for adopting a progressive national strategy on the prevention of HIV/AIDS.  According to the Deputy Executive Director of the programme, Dr. Kathleen Cravero, the Vietnamese strategy stands as a model for other countries in the region and the world.  And we have more information available upstairs. 
**United Nations Mine Action
We have a message from the UN Mine Action Programme.  Delegations, United Nations staff and NGO representatives and the press are invited to an open meeting on October 19 about a new international protocol which addressed the devastating consequences of explosive remnants of war and post-conflicts settings.  The Permanent Mission of the Netherlands and the United Nations is hosting this 90-minute event which begins at 1:15 p.m. and will take place in Conference Room 4, downstairs. 
**Statement of the Secretary-General on Côte d’Ivoire
The Secretary-General notes with concern that key deadlines of the Accra III Agreement, for the adoption of legislative reforms, the revision of Article 35 of the Constitution on eligibility to the Presidency and the commencement of the disarmament process, have not been met.  He has taken note of President Laurent Gbagbo’s address to the nation on 12 October 2004, and shares his views that the political crisis should be resolved without further delay.  To this end, the Secretary-General urges the political forces in Côte d’Ivoire to ensure the full and unconditional implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis and Accra III Agreements, including constitutional reform and disarmament. 

The Secretary-General recalls that the Accra III Agreement envisaged the timely adoption of all legal reforms, including the revision of Article 35 of the Constitution on eligibility to the Presidency.  In this context, he urges adoption of all legislative reforms without delay, and also appeals to all armed elements, including militias, to commence disarmament at the earliest.

The Secretary-General welcomes the President’s condemnation of all acts of violence against the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) and the French forces, which should be unconditionally enforced by all authorities concerned. 

**Press Conference Tomorrow
Lastly, a press conference tomorrow. Mervat Tallawy, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, which is based in Beirut, will be here to brief you on the Commission’s programme in Iraq and Palestine, as well as on its efforts to achieve Arab regional integration.  Her briefing will focus on four main regional areas of concern, namely:  water and energy, information and communication technology, globalization, and integrated social development, including the role of Arab women in development.  
That is it from me.  If you have any questions. Liz.
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Can you tell me, does the United Nations plan to pay out the back pay that was apparently awarded to Callixte Mbarushimana, a former UN employee that came out in The New York Times over the weekend? 

Associate Spokesman:  The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is currently exploring legal options regarding this gentleman’s case and in order not to prejudice the outcome of those efforts, we will not comment any further publicly about them. 

Question:  So there’s no reaction to the decision itself? 

Associate Spokesman:  Regarding the judgement of the Administrative Tribunal, the United Nations is bound to comply with the Tribunal’s judgement. 

Question:  But you’re saying at the same time, for the moment, options are still being considered, so there’s no automatic pay out I guess… 

Associate Spokesman:  On this technical, legal matter I don’t think I will sway from the guidance I’ve been given, which is, regarding the judgement of the Administrative Tribunal, the United Nations is bound to comply with the Tribunal’s judgement.  Meanwhile, UNDP is exploring legal options regarding this case and I don’t want to go any further for fear to prejudice the outcomes of UNDP’s efforts. 

Question:  Can you tell me how much back pay?  What are we talking about?  Is it six months?

Associate Spokesman:  The Tribunal had ruled that he was entitled to twelve months pay and Tribunal officials told us that the ruling was made strictly on the basis of how he was let go. The Tribunal never looked into the merits of the criminal allegations regarding his case. That’s the information we received from the Tribunal.  

Question:  [inaudible]

Associate Spokesman:  No, I have not seen those reports, but I’ll try to get you something.  Yes?

Question:  I just wanted to ask you if you could bring us up-to-date on the effort of the United Nations to get back into Iraq with a larger presence.  Given the attack last week on the Green Zone does that diminish the likelihood that you will be able to expand your presence there?  Can you give us an idea of how security arrangements for United Nations staff are developing, and have you gotten clear enough assurances that [inaudible] will provide sufficient security [inaudible]?

Associate Spokesman:  On the bombing in the international zone last week, as I said, I think, here on Friday, that the latest bombings underlined our concerns about the overall security situation in Iraq.  The Secretary-General Special Representative arrived back in Baghdad today.  He will be having a number of meetings with political leaders and I’m sure MNF personnel on the ground.  So let’s see what comes out of those meetings.  We have not heard back from the multilateral force concerning a dedicated unit of the MNF in Iraq, that would be dedicated to the United Nations. 

Question:  The recruitment, how is that going? 

Associate Spokesman:  On the Protection Force, we are moving on that and hopefully, shortly, I should have something a little more official on the United Nations Controlled Protection Force for Protection of the United Nations Facility in Baghdad.  Yes, Liz? 

Question:  Do you have any comment on the comment made by the commander of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Haiti, who said the comments by US Democratic Presidential candidate John Kerry may have helped trigger a wave of violence in his country by implying that Kerry would have sent in support for Aristide?

Associate Spokesman:  We’ve seen those reports.  We’re checking into what the Force Commander actually said, so we’re checking with him.  We’re checking the accuracy of the reports.  But as a matter of policy, obviously, the US election is an internal political matter, upon which it would be inappropriate for United Nations officials to comment. 

Mr. Diallo is going to brief on the GA.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
One of the reasons we’re so pleased to have Professor Gambari is the fact that the General Assembly is reviewing the Africa agenda today.  Two issues:  One, on the General Assembly’s agenda, that is, the decade to roll back malaria in developing countries, in particular in Africa; and the other, on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation and international support.  As I mentioned earlier, the President of the General Assembly notes that progress has been achieved and called for strengthened partnership in which African countries deepen their commitment to the priorities of NEPAD, while development partners take well-targeted measures to bolster the implementation of NEPAD.  

Two story ideas for you on the work of the Committees.  The Second Committee --Economic and Financial -- the issue of sustainable development today, and this would include a discussion on the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.  This decade is starting in 2005, and the lead agency is UNESCO.  Today, we will also have the observance of World Food Day, in a ceremony organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization.  The President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, will take part in that ceremony, in Conference Room 4, at 3:00 p.m. The Third Committee will take up the issue of the promotion and the protection of the rights of children, from today until Thursday, 21 October. 

Yesterday, as you know, was 17 October, the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty and, within that framework, between 17 and 21 October, the UNDP is organizing local activities in over 100 countries to underline the urgency of the fight against extreme poverty, which affects 1.2 billion people worldwide.  Two items for your attention, in that connection. One, as far as Africa is concerned, something very unusual is taking place.  Eighteen African musicians have joined forces to compose and perform a song to start action against poverty and HIV/AIDS in their regions.  The song, will be launched today simultaneously in each and every African nation and is entitled “We are the Drums,” and is part of Africa 2015, an initiative to accelerate progress towards the MDGs.  In its US debut, UNDP Youth Emissary Baaba Maal, world-renowned musician, will present “We are the Drums” during UNDP’s annual awards ceremony, this Friday between 6:30 and 8:30.  The musicians include Salif Keïta, Mali; Angélique Kidjo, Benin; Ismaël Lô, Senegal; Cheb Mami, Algeria; Koffi Olomide, Congo; Mahmoud Ahmed, Ethiopia; and so on.  The lyrics invite people to stop being victims of war, poverty, and victims of hunger, and to take responsibility for the spread of HIV/AIDS. 

Second item, and I will come back to this.  Five youth will be brought from five regions of the world to be honoured by the United Nations -- from Mozambique, Panama, Papau New Guinea, Tajikistan and the West Bank.  It will be taking place this Friday at 6:30.  The continental song has been issued as a press release.  Any questions?
Question:  Regarding item 53 [inaudible].  The General Assembly President referred to a discussion by Member States who referred to candidates for possible permanent veto and he specifically mentioned Japan, Germany, Brazil and India, and he added that there could be one AfricanState.  Could you specify which AfricanState?  

Spokesman:  Yes, thank you.  As you recall, the President mentioned the list of countries that had been mentioned frequently as potential members of the Security Council, and those countries that you mentioned are among those.  And again, you may recall that at the earlier summit in [inaudible], Africa said that it was going to seek two seats.  It did not name a country to occupy those two seats and, for the first time, at this General Assembly, a number of countries, four of them, have declared candidacy for the Security Council.  Therefore, the African countries are consulting, but the official African position is that Africa will seek two seats.  Once it gets those two seats, it will determine which countries, on a rotational basis, will be eligible for them. 

Question:  What day are they discussing Cuba sanctions?  Did you mention that?  I’m sorry if you have. 

Spokesman:  I have not mentioned it and I will get back to you on it, Richard. 

Question:  Can I ask a question to Stéphane, if nobody else has any General Assembly questions.  And if we could keep the camera on Stéphane, since it will probably be a short answer.  What is the response to reports that United Nations officials say Kojo Annan, the Secretary-General’s son, is being probed as part of a Federal Grand Jury regarding oil-for-food? 

Associate Spokesman:  We have not received any information, either officially or unofficially, from US federal judicial authorities, regarding an investigation into Kojo Annan’s activities.  But I will stress, as you know, that the Volcker Panel is looking into the issue of Kojo Annan’s employment with Cotecna, while it was under contract with the oil-for-food programme. 

Question:  So the New York Post would be a little bit wrong today in at least saying that this is news, that even being investigated by the Volcker Panel, since everything was up for grabs, by the oil-for-food? 

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General himself has said this is one of the issues the Volcker Panel will look at. 

Question:  Congressman Barton sent a letter again saying we want United Nations documents.  Has this whole issue been resolved, or do you feel that it’s all in Volcker’s hands and there’s no business…what do the lawyers say about sharing documents with congressional probes? 

Associate Spokesman:  The Volcker investigation has in its possession all the United Nations documents related to the oil-for-food investigation, and it’s my understanding that Mr. Volcker is working with a number of other ongoing investigations.

Question:  How damaging does oil-for-food remain for the United Nations? 

Associate Spokesman:  The United Nations is continuing to work closely with the Iraqi people on the issue of elections, and obviously in the humanitarian field.  The Secretary-General named the Volcker panel and we are, obviously, actively working with them to get to the bottom of this.  Thank you.

* *** *
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