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Nigeria, Cameroon to Protect World's Rarest Gorilla 

                      DURBAN, South Africa, September 17, 2003 (ENS) - Fewer than 280 Cross River gorillas still exist in the world, living in the isolated mountains straddling the border between Cross River State, Nigeria, and the South West Province  of Cameroon, an area identified as one of Africa's biodiversity "hotspots." 

                      These rare and threatened gorillas won some protection from both countries as the IUCN-World Parks Congress wound up today in Durban. 

                      Ministers of the environment from Nigeria and Cameroon agreed to protect  the Cross River gorilla, whose survival is threatened by poaching as well as habitat fragmentation and loss. 

                      Cameroon's Minister of Environment and Forestry Chief Tanyi-Mbianyor  Clarkson and Nigeria's Environment Minister Colonel Bala Mande (Retired) signed an agreement that will pave the way for a transboundary protected area, in effect combining the Takamanda-Okwangwo complex. 

                      "This is a major conservation victory for Africa's rarest great ape, as well as an example of the spirit of transboundary collaboration that has since emerged from Durban," said David Hoyle, Wildlife Conservation Society conservationist for Cameroon and a delegate at the World Parks Congress. 

                      "This is an avenue to diffuse tensions and bring the two countries closer  together. This is a major political success," said Hoyle. 

The agreement marked the conclusion of a workshop hosted by the Wildlife Conservation Society and the Cameroon Ministry of Environment and Forestry in late August in Limbe, Cameroon, convened to review the status of the Cross River  gorilla and identify conservation priorities. 

                                             At the World Parks Congress, a group of conservation stakeholders from both                                             countries under Conservator General Alhaji  Lawan Marguba of Nigeria and Director of Wildlife Denis Koulagna of Cameroon held four days of technical meetings to consider the threats to the Cross River gorilla and to                                             formulate a strategic action plan. 

                      The newly forged plan to conserve the gorillas and their habitat depends on  the revision of land use practices in areas needed by both gorillas and people, and the establishment of corridors where the threatened gorillas can travel freely. 

                      Under the plan, the impact of major new roads in the area on the gorilla population will be evaluated, and increased protection and enforcement of existing laws will be attempted. 

                      A public-private collaborative partnership was formed in Durban to protect  the Cross River gorilla. Partners include the relevant government departments,  the Wildlife Conservation Society, Flora and Fauna International, the German  Technical Corporation, and the Nigerian Conservation Foundation. 

                      This great ape was only recently designated as a distinct subspecies of gorilla through genetic studies conducted by Wildlife Conservation Society researcher Dr. John Oates and others. Professor Oates, a member of the Conservation Committee of the International Primatological Society and of the  Steering Committee of the IUCN Primate Specialist Group has been studying  the ecology of tropical forest primates since 1964. 

                      The Wildlife Conservation Society, based at New York's Bronx Zoo, has been working in the region for several years researching the Cross River gorilla, while promoting conservation awareness and supporting government  partners on law enforcement efforts. 

                      Nigeria too has been working to  conserve the Cross River gorilla for  several years. In April 2000, Oates wrote in "Gorilla Journal," that Nigeria's Cross River state government had declared Afi Mountain a wildlife sanctuary to shelter the threatened gorillas from hunters. 

                      "This welcome news," wrote Oates, "which brings more formal protection to the Afi Mountain subpopulation of gorillas, was the result of vigorous activity by the reorganized State Forestry Commission - formerly the Department of Forest Development - and especially by its new Director of Wildlife and Ecotourism Chris Agbor, and its Permanent Secretary Etim Amika." 

                      The Cross River gorilla population is composed of seven to nine small sub-populations in Afi Mountain, Mbe Mountains and Cross River National Park - Okwangwo Division in Nigeria, and in the Takamanda and Mone Forest Reserves and Mbulu Forest in Cameroon, all geographically separated from                      one another. 

                      Agriculture is encroaching on Cross River gorilla habitat, which is also shrinking due to logging and forest fires. Underlying these problems, says UNEP, is the poverty in local communities and lack of local economic alternatives to farming, logging and hunting. 

                      The Afi Mountain population in Nigeria has only 20 to 40 individuals remaining, living in the Afi Mountain Wildlife Sanctuary and facing strong hunting pressures, according to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The UN agency is supporting Cross River gorilla conservation  through the Great Ape Survival Project. 

                      To this end, UNEP is requesting financial assistance of US$150,000 to improve  training and capacity building, particularly for protected area staff, install  basic infrastructure, and establish environmental education and awareness programs with local communities. In addition, UNEP wants to improve the                    effectiveness of anti-poaching measures, and enhance protection and  demarcation of the Afi Mountain Wildlife Sanctuary. 

                      Last week at the World Parks Congress, Nigeria and Cameroon announced the creation of a giant trans-boundary protected area that shelters endangered species on both sides of the border. The trans-boundary area targeted for  protection takes in Gashaka Gumti National Park in Nigeria and Tchabal-Mbabo in Cameroon. 

                      Commercial bushmeat hunting is increasing on both sides of the border, and carnivores like lion and hyena are being killed by cattle owners. ___________________________________________________________________________ BusinessWorld
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Ozone depletion cause of new skin cancer

       Every year, there are between two million and three million new cases of nonmalignant melanomas and more

      than 130,000 new melanoma skin cancer cases worldwide. An estimated 66,000 deaths occur annually from

      melanoma and other skin cancers.

      The cause of many of these skin cancers is ultraviolet radiation (UV) from the sun. Children, who are both

      most vulnerable and most exposed, are disproportionately affected. 

      In response to the problem, the World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Environment Program

      (UNEP) and other partners in the Intersun Project are launching a set of new educational materials today.

      The new package will help children, their families and educators protect children from the risks of developing

      malignant and nonmalignant skin cancers, cataracts and other UV-caused conditions.

      The materials support recommendations made in "Sun Protection, An Essential Element of Health-Promoting

      Schools," a part of the WHO information series on school health.

      "As ozone depletion becomes more marked and as people around the world engage more in sun-seeking

      behavior, the risk of developing health complications from overexposure to UV radiation is becoming a

      substantial public health concern," said WHO Director-General Dr. Lee Jong-wook at WHO's Geneva,

      Switzerland headquarters.

      "Recent scientific findings have shown that the ozone layer is on the road to recovery, but we must remain

      vigilant and more needs to be done before we can say that the problem is solved for good," said Klaus

      Toepfer, UNEP executive director.

      "The phaseout of the ozone depleting pesticide Methyl Bromide, combating the illegal trade in CFCs

      [chlorofluorocarbons] and full implementation of the Montreal Protocol in developing countries are all issues

      that need to be tackled. Only then can we say that the sky above our heads will be safe for our children

      and their children to come."

      "UV radiation is of particular concern because people are often unaware of the health risks. The effects of

      exposure often do not appear until many years later and overexposure to the sun poses a risk to all

      populations, not just fair-skinned ones," said Dr. Mike Repacholi, coordinator of WHO's radiation and

      environmental health unit.

      To help people around the world become more aware of the risks from exposure to UV radiation, and to take

      the measures to prevent overexposure, WHO's Intersun Project has launched a school sun protection

      package, which comprises three booklets: a guide for schools and teachers on why and how to develop

      effective sun education programs, practical teaching materials for primary school students and evaluation

      materials to assess the effectiveness of primary school sun-education programs.

      "We know that by reducing overexposure of children and adolescents to the sun, we can substantially

      reduce the risk of contracting skin cancers, cataracts and other conditions which might only appear much

      later in life.

      "As a significant part of a person's lifetime exposure to UV comes before the age of 18, it is obvious that

      educating children and young people about the dangers of UV exposure is key to preventing the

      consequences of this, and school programs have been shown to be the most effective way of reaching and

      educating children," Mr. Lee said.

      "While most of the known melanomas included in the International Agency for Research on Cancer statistics

      occur in the industrialized world, this is not necessarily because only fair-skinned populations are affected by

      UV radiation.

      "Given adequate reporting mechanisms, we would expect to see many more melanoma cases originating in

      developing countries. Moreover cataract susceptibility has nothing to do with the skin type and people living

      close to the equator are most likely to be affected," Mr. Repacholi said.

      Cataracts are responsible for more than eight million "disability-adjusted life years" worldwide, a comparative

      risk assessment to estimate the burden of disease attributable to UV radiation is currently under way to try

      and estimate how many of these cataracts are attributable to sun exposure.

      Intersun is a joint project sponsored of WHO, UNEP, World Meteorological Organization and the International

      Commission for Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection <http://www.who.int/uv/>.

      The protection package documents and further information on Intersun are available at

      <http://www.who.int/uv>.

      The educational materials were launched on the occasion of the International Day for the Preservation of

      the Ozone Layer, which has as its theme this year: "Save O3ur Sky: There is a Hole Lot More to Do for Our

      Children."

      More information about this year's Ozone Day is available from the Ozone Secretariat at

      <http://www.unep.org/ozone/ozone-day2003/> and from UNEP's OzonAction team in Paris at

      <http://www.uneptie.org/ozonaction>, which also includes additional resources for raising awareness among

      children.
___________________________________________________________________________
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MERCURY: THE POISON IN THE AIR

Chandrika Mago

      NEW DELHI: On the heels of a UN warning that India could be becoming a global mercury hotspot, a study  by a Delhi-based NGO says that India is becoming the dumping ground for mercury as industrialised nations phase it out of their systems.

      India still imports over 250 tonnes of mercury every year and more than 220 tonnes finds its way out in

      emissions from just known sources such as coal-fired thermal power plants and the chlor-alkali industry,

      which uses itin the production of caustic soda.

      In February, the UN Environment Programme's first global study on this hazardous heavy metal said Asia

      accounts for 860 tonnes of quantified, new, man-made emissions into the atmosphere. Overall, coal-fired

      power stations and waste incinerators are responsible for about 1,500 tonnes, or 70 per cent of new

      emissions to the atmosphere, annually. 

      Mercury -- and compounds such as methylmercury -- are neurotoxins which leave children, in particular,

      very vulnerable. It can lead to memory loss, impaired coordination, vision disturbance. There is a suggested

      link to cardiovascular problems. It also affects the thyroid gland, the digestive system, the liver and skin.

      Thursday's report by Toxics Link puts the bulk of the blame on the chlor-alkali industry, using the mercury

      cell process, and power plants. The industry, it says, is responsible for about 100-150 tonnes of mercury

      emissions. Power plants release about 60 tonnes, unshackled by any emission standards.

      Other sources, says the report, include fluorescent lighting, thermometers, blood pressure instruments and

      more -- all adding up to about 20 tonnes a year.

      Once released, mercury persists in the atmosphere, first impacting locally and then travelling thousands of

      miles. While it is also released naturally, human activities have boosted atmospheric levels of mercury

      threefold since pre-industrial times.

      Problem spots cited in the report are Singrauli, Bhopal, Delhi, Gujarat and other industrial areas such as

      Ankleshwar, and Panipat. A 2002 CPCB estimate is that 17 per cent of power plant mercury emissions are

      from the Singrauli region.

      River waters of the Ganga, Gandak and Gomti have shown the poison, with high mercury levels having been found in fish in two major metros -- Kolkata and Mumbai.

      While India has had brushes with mercury waste dumping -- the most publicised case being a mercury

      thermometer unit in Kodaikanal -- the report says almost all the mercury used in the production of caustic

      soda escapes into the air. In comparison, European plants are much more efficient, limiting leaks to under 2

      per cent.

      In India, new mercury cell-based plants were banned in 1991 but today, of 41 functional plants, 11 are

      totally based on this process, 12 use both mercury and membrane cell processes and 18 have switched to

      the alternative process.

      Coal, too, contains mercury. The total mercury potential from coal is put at about 78 tonnes a year, nearly

      60 per cent of this from power plants alone.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua News Agency

Plan to phase out methyl bromide

September 18 2003

      More than 60 Chinese and overseas environmental protection experts attended a seminar here on September 17 to discuss a draft program for China to reduce the consumption and production of methyl bromide.

      Methyl bromide, a broad-ranging pesticide, has been identified as an ozone depleting substance. Scientific

      research showed that each atom of bromine from methyl bromide that reaches the stratosphere destroys

      approximately 60 times more ozone than each atom of chlorine from CFCs. 

      China has completed a draft of its national action program for the phase-out of methyl bromide and will

      submit the draft to the 41st meeting of the executive committee of the multilateral fund of the Montreal

      Protocol, Zhu Guangyao, deputy director of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), said at the one-day seminar co-sponsored by SEPA and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

      Once the program is passed, China would get financial and technological assistance from the multilateral

      fund to get rid of the methyl bromide.

      Noting that the phase-out program is likely to affect the interests of the around 900 million Chinese farmers,  Zhu said that "China will pay high attention to issues in this regard."

      Methyl bromide is used widely by Chinese farmers to eliminate pests in soil before planting certain

      vegetables, tobacco and herbal plants.

      Rajendra Shende, a UNEP official, said the phase-out of methyl bromide will, to a some extent, affect

      China's economy.

      A successful implementation of the program needs international help and inter-agency cooperation within

      China, he said. UNEP appreciates China's efforts and is proud of participating in China's methyl bromide

      phase-out process.

      On April 22, 2003, China formally joined the Copenhagen Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Ozone

      Depleting Substances.

      According to the protocol, China will reduce 20 percent of its consumption and production of methyl bromide by 2005 based on the average level of 1995 to 1998. By 2015, China is expected to eliminate all but

      essential use and production of the chemical substance.

      Besides China's draft program, experts attending the seminar also held in-depth discussions on the

      phase-out of methyl bromide in China's farming and agricultural sector.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Indian Ocean coral faces extinction 

     By Richard Black 

     BBC science correspondent 

     Coral in some parts of the world will be wiped out within 20 years,  according to new research by scientists in the UK. 

     Writing in the journal Nature, they say that coral in the Indian Ocean and south-east Asia is especially vulnerable to rising sea temperatures. 

     In 1998 a particularly strong El Nino phenomenon warmed the waters of the Indian Ocean and south-east Asia by several degrees Celsius. 

     That killed around 90% of the coral in the region. 

     Though some is slowly growing back, computer models of global warming predict that similarly high temperatures will occur regularly in the future. 
     If it happens frequently enough, the coral will be killed off completely. 

     Charles Sheppard from Warwick University has been calculating when the date of this extinction may arrive. 

     Warm water belt 

     "There's a belt of the Indian Ocean between the Equator to about 15 or so degrees to the south where this extinction date is going to happen by about 2020, maybe 2025, which is bad news. 

     "That also includes the area of the Indian Ocean which contains a lot of the poorest countries," he said. 

     Although Dr Sheppard hasn't done the calculations, he thinks the same will hold true for south-east Asia, where reefs already face a number of other threats,  including pollution and brutal fishing methods. 

     "You can only give probabilities of each year being hot, you cannot say definitely. 

     "So I calculated how long it will be until you can expect one year in every five to be hot enough to kill off the coral, and I believe that is ecologically sound  because it takes coral about five years to mature enough that it can

     reproduce," he told the BBC. 

     Economic value 

     According to some estimates, coral reefs are the main source of protein for around ten million people worldwide. 

     They also attract wealthy western tourists and provide a natural breakwater against the worst ravages of ocean storms. 

     Unfortunately very little is being done to protect them. 

     If the realisation that some reefs may die permanently within two decades does not act as a spur to action, it is difficult to see what will. 

___________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Parks Congress Sets 10-Year Plan to Protect Planet 

  DURBAN, South Africa - The World Parks Congress adopted the "Durban Accord" and an action plan on protected areas yesterday,  blueprints that environmentalists hope will set the conservation agenda for the next decade. 

  It also noted hundreds of recommendations to make the planet a greener and cleaner place. 

  "The Durban Accord sets a new vision -- one that is clear, and one that is feasible for the world to implement," said David Sheppard, the  secretary general of the 10-day congress, which ended Wednesday. 

  The gathering of scientists, conservationists and environment ministers assessed the state of the planet's protected areas -- and in many  cases the news was good. 

  The broad target of setting aside 10 percent of the planet's surface for protection, adopted at the last conference in Venezuela in 1992, was  surpassed over the past decade and now stands at around 12 percent. 

  Many of these areas are so-called "paper parks" where poaching and logging are rampant but conservationists say it is still a major step in the right direction. 

  Looking ahead, the conference urged governments to greatly increase the amount of protected marine and coastal areas. Only a tiny fraction of the world's oceans are protected at present. 

  It recommended that a global system of marine and protected areas be established by 2012 and said these networks should "include strictly protected areas that amount to at least 20 to 30 percent of each habitat." 

  The sorry state of the planet's fisheries is one big piece of bad news clouding the environmental outlook. 

  Many of the planet's major fish stocks are at breaking point or, as in the case of the once teeming schools of cod off Canada's east coast, have already collapsed. 

  Heavily subsidized fishing fleets are widely blamed for this and the accord urged a "commitment to redirect perverse subsidies toward support mechanisms for protected areas." 

  The action plan calls for all globally threatened or endangered species to be conserved 'in situ' by 2010. 

  The World Conservation Union, which organized the conference, estimates that there are over 11,000 species of animals and plants worldwide threatened with extinction. 

  The congress has been held once a decade since 1962 and its recommendations, while not binding, serve as conservation guidelines for governments and policymakers. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Poor Data Threatens Global Conservation Targets 

                      LONDON, United Kingdom, Seeptember 9, 2003 (ENS) - A global target to  slow the disappearance of wild plant and animal species and their habitats is  at risk because researchers and policymakers are unable to accurately assess the success of conservation measures, says a report by the Royal Society, the UK national academy of sciences. 

                     The Royal Society report, "Measuring Biodiversity for Conservation," was  published September 1 to mark the first anniversary of the World Summit on   Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. Governments agreed at the  summit to achieve “a significant reduction in the current rate of biodiversity                      loss by 2010.” 

                      Professor Georgina Mace, director of science at the Zoological Society of  London and a member of the Royal Society working group that produced the  report, said, “We already know enough about what is causing the loss of  biological diversity, and where this is occurring, to appreciate that this is a   huge problem that needs to be tackled urgently though conservation  activities." 

                      But, said Mace, "we need to be able to tell if the loss of species and their habitats is speeding up or slowing down, and whether conservation is having any impact. At present, there is no sound scientific basis for assessing progress towards the target set at the Johannesburg summit.” 

                      The lack of a complete global catalogue of species means that scientists do not even know how many of the species are living on Earth at the moment have already been named and recorded.                       Mace said, “Our best guess is that we have identified about 1.8 million  species. But we are very uncertain how many species actually exist, with  estimates ranging from three to 100 million. So our knowledge of even this                      basic fact about the diversity of life on Earth is very poor.” 

                      “We have only been able to assess the conservation status of about 10  percent of known species," said Mace. "But if we do not even know how many species there really are, how can we work out how many are under threat? 

                      "We are particularly ignorant of the range of life in the oceans," said Mace.  "The deep sea covers two-thirds of our planet, yet all of our information about  what lives on the ocean floor comes from studies that cover a combined area equivalent to only a few football fields, less than one-millionth of the sea bottom. Even in the seas off Britain, for example, we are still in the process of  discovering the true extent of cold water coral reefs.” 

                      The report outlines a framework through which scientists and policymakers can gauge whether any conservation target is being met. Researchers can use the framework to measure whether wildlife species and habitats are under  threat, ranging from the brown argus butterfly in Britain to the tiger in India.                       The report recommends that the framework should be applied routinely by those commissioning, funding and undertaking measurements of biological diversity. It can be applied to long term monitoring programs as well as  emergency situations. 

                      For copies of "Measuring Biodiversity for Conservation," contact: Rebecca Wynn, press and public relations, The Royal Society, London; Tel: 020 7451 2514. _________________________________________________________________________________________
The New York Times
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Distinctly Big, if Extinct: The 1,500-Pound Rodent

By JAMES GORMAN 

    R odents, as well as scientists, stand on the shoulders of giants. 

     For the rodents, however, it is size and weight that make a giant, not farseeing intellect. One particular giant outweighs them all.

Until recently the creature was known by teeth alone, which made size estimates a bit shaky. But today paleontologists are reporting the discovery of a nearly complete skeleton of Phoberomys pattersoni, a distant relative of the guinea pig, that they can now confirm weighed about 1,500 pounds. 

The eight-million-year-old skeleton was excavated in Venezuela three years ago.

The name can be translated as "Patterson's fearful mouse," but Phoberomys cannot have been afraid of much. Nor did it look like a mouse. A drawing based on fossil evidence, being published today in the journal Science, looks for all the world like a cross between a beaver and a hippopotamus. 

Upper and lower pairs of ever-growing incisors are what make Phoberomys a rodent, but it is, fortunately, nothing like the enormous rats sometimes reported in subways and other urban settings. Its nearest living relative is the pacarana, a 30-pound nocturnal herbivore that feeds on the slopes of the Andes.

The researchers reported the skeletal evidence for the weight estimate, and noted that the order Rodentia can now be said to have a greater size range — from less than half an ounce to 1,500 pounds — than that of any order of placental mammals. One order of marsupials beat out the rodents because of an extinct creature something like a giant kangaroo. 

The Phoberomys fossils were excavated in arid land near Urumaco, a town about 250 miles west of Caracas, by a team of paleontologists, including Dr. Orangel Aguilera, of the Francisco de Miranda National Experimental University in Venezuela. He and Dr. Marcelo R. Sánchez-Villagra of the University of Tübingen in Germany and Dr. Inés Horovitz of the University of California, Los Angeles, analyzed the fossil

bones. 

Dr. Horovitz said Phoberomys was one more example of how successful rodents are. Of 4,600 mammal species, 2,600 are rodents. In terms of  individuals, there are lots of them. "Wherever there have been rodents," she said, "they have been very abundant." 

Dr. Sánchez-Villagra, in a telephone interview after a news briefing in London, acknowledged that public interest would focus on size, but said the find was significant for study of the evolution of rodents. He added that because northern South America had not produced as many fossils as other parts of the continent, like Patagonia, there were gaps in evolutionary history. The Urumaco formation is an exception, and has produced a great diversity of fossils, including Phoberomys.

The area was apparently marshy, with lagoons, when Phoberomys lived there. If it was indeed fearful, it might have been fearful of crocodilians 30 feet or longer that lived in the same place, or of ferocious birds, nine feet tall, that raced around looking for animals to carve up with their powerful beaks.

Phoberomys is thought to have grazed, with no violent intent, on grasses. In short, it was not an H. G. Wells rodent, like the enormous predatory rats that killed and carried off a horse in "The Food of the Gods." It was a C. S. Lewis rodent, like the large and friendly beavers of "The Chronicles of Narnia." South America was also home to a giant beaver, now extinct, but Lewis notwithstanding, there is no evidence that it was a

talking beaver.

Dr. Anne H. Walton, a visiting scientist at the Pratt Museum of Natural History at Amherst College in Massachusetts, who has studied fossil rodents of South America, said in an e-mail message that the importance of the paper was that it nailed down the size of Phoberomys.

"Before this paper," she wrote, "the best we could do was hold up a bone next to other bones in a museum collection and say `about the size of an ox' or `roughly the size of a rhino.' "

Now the facts are in. It was the size of a 1,500-pound chipmunk.
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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General Environmental news

World Parks Congress Closes With a Decisive Action Plan

BuaNews (Pretoria): Deputy President Jacob Zuma says the fifth World Parks Congress has clearly outlined new and complementary roles protected areas play in reducing the scourge of poverty and underdevelopment in the world. The ten-day event held at the International Convention Centre saw over 2 500 conservationists and nature experts thrashing a road map for protected areas for the next ten years. Speaking during the closing of the ten-day event, Mr. Zuma said the congress laid a foundation that would see the conservation of natural resources that enriched the human experience. 'The congress has laid the foundation for this new paradigm and ... has defined the priorities and set out actions for the next decade,' said Zuma. 'However, this congress has clearly outlined a new and complementary role that protected areas play in reducing pervasive poverty and catalyzing local and national social and economic development,' said Mr. Zuma. The Deputy President also acknowledged African initiatives to conserve the continent's rich bio-diversity saying it is one of the priorities of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD). 'As African we recognize and embrace our global custodianship role of this bio-diversity. The NEPAD African Protected Areas Initiative and the WPC 10 point Agenda for Action on African Protected Areas, developed by this congress, sets a clear agenda for strengthening the work within the continent on protected areas,' said Mr. Zuma. Organized by the World Conservation Union (IUCN) with the aim of sustaining protected areas, the once-in-a-decade congress was hosted by the department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism and the SA National Parks. The conference resulted in the adoption of the Durban Accord and the Durban Action Plan, which set specific actions by different role players of conservation to ensure that protected areas are adequately conserved and managed for future generation.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309180327.html
Cashing in On Conservation

Mail & Guardian (Johannesburg): Wild Coast communities who own one of the world's most important conservation "hot spots" are signing a multimillion-rand ecotourism deal, effectively edging out mining interests in the region. The Mkambati Land Trust, a coalition of seven communities which own the Mkambati nature reserve on the Eastern Cape coast, has approved the development of lodges by top-end ecotourism operators. The communities are also adding more of their land to Mkambati, extending the 8 000ha reserve by 40%. At the World Parks Congress (WPC) in Durban this week, Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Mohammed Valli Moosa said he will proclaim the Pondoland National Park later this year. Mkambati, presently managed as a provincial reserve, will be the heart of the new national park. There are nearly 4 390 protected areas in Eastern and Southern Africa, and a further 2 600 in Western and Central Africa. Pondoland has been identified as a global conservation "hot spot" because it has a high concentration of rare, endemic species. It also includes some of South Africa's most dramatic landscapes, combining land-based and marine wildlife.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309180332.html
Uganda in Talks Over River Nile Waters

New Vision (Kampala): Uganda is holding negotiations with other Nile Basin states for a new treaty to regulate the utilization of the River Nile waters, state minister for water Maria Mutagamba said yesterday, reports Jude Luggya. Mutagamba told the parliamentary committee on natural resources that the negotiations, set for December in Addis-Ababa Ethiopia, would be influenced by only the Nile basin member states not by any other institution such as the World Bank. The Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) is supported by a $140m World Bank grant. The motion moved by Amon Muzoora (Rwampara) is seeking a pronouncement that Uganda is not bound by any pre-colonial agreement on the Nile, particularly the 1929 and the 1953 agreements on the Owen falls dam. It also wants Sudan and Egypt to compensate Uganda for the heavy investment on the dam. It also raises issues such as the unfavorable terms for Uganda in the Nile basin agreements with Sudan and Egypt made by the colonial masters, the breach of compensation by Egypt, the lack of a binding effect of agreements and the need for re-negotiations between the affected independent states.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309180258.html
200 Poachers Arrested in Maasai Mara

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Mara Conservancy Company rangers have arrested 222 poachers in the Maasai Mara Game Reserves since the beginning of the year. The conservancy firm's Chief Executive, Brian Heats, said about 215 of the poachers are foreigners while the rest are Kenyans. Mr. Heats said Kenya had some of the world's best wildlife species but the country's tourism future had been threatened by the large number of poachers who had invaded the park in search of animals parts. He said rangers from his company, which is managing the park on behalf of Trans Mara County council, and those from the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), had been deployed near Serengeti National Park, where it is believed that scores of elephant poachers are hiding.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309180166.html
__________________________________________________________________________ROE MEDIA UPDATE
UNEP or UN in the News

FT, 18 september: “Oil and mining groups urged to act responsibly over threatened wildlife”

A warning that biological diversity is "on the brink of mass extinction" was issued yesterday at the conclusion of the World Parks Congress in Durban, South Africa…

Tourism is posing a threat to many environmentally sensitive regions, following a doubling of visitor numbers to developing country "hotspots" rich in biodiversity, the United Nations Environment Programme said last week.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030918001058&query=Oil+and+mining+groups+urged+to+act&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
China Daily, 18 September: “China to ban ozone-harming chemical”

Production and use of methyl bromide will be greatly reduced in China by 2005, a national plan released yesterday states.

The national plan states that with the exception of some critical uses, the methyl bromide production and use in China will be banned by 2015…..

The workshop, held in Beijing, was organized by China's Environmental Protection Administration and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200309/18/eng20030918_124501.shtml
Le Figaro, 18 septembre: “Le trou dans la couche d'ozone a atteint une taille record”

GENEVE (AFP) - Le trou dans la couche d'ozone a atteint cette année une taille record alors qu'il avait nettement diminué l'an dernier, a annoncé mercredi l'Organisation météorologique mondiale (OMM).

Le trou a désormais atteint la superficie record enregistrée en septembre 2000, c'est-à-dire 28 millions de Km2, alors que l'an dernier à la même époque il n'avait jamais été aussi petit depuis dix ans et il s'était scindé en deux.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030917110647.3416tlzm.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIAUPDATE

Saudi Arabia

Workshop Discusses Desert Greening

The first Saudi-Japan workshop, Improvement of the Desert Environment, was convened in a two-day workshop here yesterday. The aim is to increase cooperation between Japan and Saudi Arabia in greening the desert. Sponsored by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd of Japan, and Bushnak Water Group of Saudi Arabia, the workshop was attended by distinguished scientists from Japan and Saudi Arabia.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=32149&d=18&m=9&y=2003
Saudi Aramco Seeks Bid for Gas Plants Expansion

The Saudi Arabian Oil Company has finalized its expansion plans for the Hawiyah and Juaymah gas plants and is seeking bids for a straddle plant at a combined cost of nearly SR5 billion. 

According to Aramco officials, the straddle plant alone will cost nearly SR3.375 billion.

The proposed plant, with a capacity to treat 3,800 cubic feet of gas per day, will handle natural gas liquids (NGL) from the Haradh and Hawiyah gas plants. 

For its Hawiyah plant, Aramco is seeking management consultants for the expansion from the present 1.6 billion cubic feet per day with an additional 800,000 cfd. 

The company has also decided to increase the capacity of the 600,000 bpd Juaymah gas fractionation plant. 

In addition to these projects, Saudi Aramco is negotiating with international oil companies over the SR11 billion Rabigh Refinery and ethanes cracker project. This project will produce polypropylene. 

In addition to these, two major Saudi Aramco projects are under way to produce low-sulfur diesel.

This fuel will significantly cut emissions of toxic sulfur from diesel-powered vehicles and industrial plants. 

According to Aramco sources, preliminary designs have been completed and lump sum turnkey contracts for detailed design, material procurement and construction have been signed for diesel hydro-treater complexes at Yanbu and Riyadh Refineries. 

The new facilities will produce Arabian light crude distillates to produce diesel fuel with a sulfur content reduced from 1 percent to 0.5 percent. Both the projects are slated for completion by 2006.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=32152&d=18&m=9&y=2003&pix=kingdom.jpg&category=Kingdom
Qatar

Kahramaa clinches GIS award

THE Qatar General Electricity and Water Corporation (Kahramaa) has won the Special Achievement in GIS award 2003, instituted by the Environment System and Research Institute (ESRI), according to the September issue of Kahramaa, the corporation’s in-house magazine. 
The award is given in recognition of the good work carried out by the Geographical Information System (GIS) section of Kahramaa, the magazine said. 

According to the ESRI website, the work involved making water network information easily available to the top management through an intranet computer application. 

The computer systems solution involved the use of ESRI and Oracle software, among others. 

The GIS award is given every year by ESRI

http://www.gulf-times.com/
UAE
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
General Assembly to resume special emergency session on Palestine

*
Liberia: Annan to close old UN office in preparation for new mission  

*
One month after Iraq bombing, UN to honour victims with ceremony, concert

*
Iraq: UN panel approves $315 million more in compensation for Kuwait invasion 

*
Zimbabwe: UN agencies step-up operations to address food shortages 

*
UN agency calls for resumption of trade talks following Cancun collapse

*
3,500 children in developed countries die from abuse each year - UNICEF

*
UN anti-narcotics chief calls on former Soviet states to step up war on drugs

*
HIV/AIDS: UN programme partners with global cricket body to fight pandemic

*
UN agency teams up with insurer, medical school to study climate change impact

*
UN launches Internet-based initiative for schools around the world

* * * *

Middle East

18 September – The United Nations General Assembly will hold a special emergency session tomorrow in a move by Arab and Non-Aligned Movement states to circumvent a United States veto of Tuesday’s Security Council resolution demanding that Israel not deport or threaten the safety of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

In a letter to Assembly President Julian Robert Hunte, Foreign Minister of the Caribbean island nation of St. Lucia, Sudan’s Permanent Representative, Elfatih Mohamed Ahmed Erwa, said he was requesting the meeting on behalf of the 22-member Arab League “in the light of the inability of the Security Council to fulfil its responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security due to the exercise by one of its permanent members of the veto.”

Tomorrow afternoon’s meeting will convene under the “Uniting for Peace” formula of 1950, under which the Assembly may call for “collective measures” when the Council fails “to exercise its primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security in cases where there appears to be a threat to the peace,” Assembly spokesperson Michele Montas told a news briefing.

The 116-member Non-Aligned Movement supported Sudan’s request for the session, which will formally be a resumption of the 10th emergency special session on Palestine that adjourned in August 2002 and allowed for a resumption at members’ request.

Ms. Montas said no resolution had yet been submitted to the Assembly. “But I think the draft resolution will be pretty close to the resolution that was presented to the Security Council and that met with a veto,” she added.

As well as enjoining any Israeli action against Mr. Arafat, that resolution demanded “the complete cessation of all acts of violence, including all acts of terrorism, provocation, incitement and destruction, and expressed full support for the Road Map peace plan.”

The Road Map put forward by the so-called diplomatic Quartet – UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – calls for parallel and reciprocal steps by Israel and the Palestinians leading to two states living side by side in peace by 2005.

The United States vetoed the text because it said it failed to explicitly condemn “Hamas, the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and the Al Aksa Martyrs' Brigade as organizations responsible for acts of terrorism” and all for the dismantlement of “an infrastructure which supports these terror operations wherever located."

Only the United States and the four other permanent Council members – China, France, Russian Federation and the United Kingdom – have veto power.

* * *

Liberia

18 September – In light of the impending establishment of a new United Nations mission in Liberia, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has decided to close an office that was set up in the war-torn West African country six years ago but whose efforts to bring peace, reconciliation and respect for human rights were hamstrung by renewed fighting.

The UN Peace-building Support Office in Liberia (UNOL), established on 1 November 1997, “facilitated the promotion of national reconciliation and good governance and helped mobilize international support for the implementation of reconstruction and development programmes,” Mr. Annan said in a letter to the Security Council released today.

“However, as the Security Council is aware, the peace-building efforts of UNOL were seriously hindered by the inability of the government and opposition party leaders to resolve differences over key issues of governance. Meanwhile the promotion of national reconciliation was undermined by systematic abuses of human rights, the exclusion and harassment of political opponents and the absence of security sector reform,” he added.

Mr. Annan said UNOL’s major functions would be transferred to the new mission that is set to be established shortly following the Council’s authorization in August of a West African-led multinational force for Liberia with a follow-on UN stabilization force. He said the security situation in the country had improved since the deployment of the multinational force.  

In his latest report on Liberia, Mr. Annan asked the Council earlier this week to authorize the deployment of a multidimensional peacekeeping operation, to be called the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), with a mandate to support the transitional government set up under a recent peace agreement between the factions, provide security, assist the return of refugees and help in demobilization and civil reform, among other things, leading to free and fair elections by October 2005.

Presenting the report, Mr. Annan’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Paul Klein asked the Council for 15,000 peacekeepers and 900 police to bring the war-shattered country back from “hellish limbo” and end the “cycle of brutality, violence, corruption and instability.”

* * *

Iraq

18 December – One month to the day after the terrorist bombing of 19 August destroyed the United Nations office in Baghdad, killing 22 people including top envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello, the world body will tomorrow hold a memorial ceremony at its New York Headquarters, where the bereaved families will light remembrance candles.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan will address the ceremony in the General Assembly Hall to honour all those who died or were injured.

Afterwards Brazilian musician and Minister of Culture Gilberto Gil will perform an hour-long concert in homage.

* * *
Iraq/Kuwait

18 December – The United Nations panel set up to process claims and pay compensation for losses and damage suffered as a result of Iraq’s invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1990-1991 today approved awards of more than $315 million, bringing the total awarded so far to $46.6 billion.

Of this total some $17.8 billion has been made available to governments and international organizations for distribution to successful claimants of all categories.

More than 2.6 millions claims with a total asserted value of $350 billion have been filed with the panel, the UN Compensation Commission (UNCC). Ninety-six governments have filed claims on behalf of their nationals, corporations and themselves as well as 13 offices of three international organizations.

The UNCC Governing Council, which met under the presidency of Ambassador Michael Steiner of Germany, decided to hold its next session from 16 to18 December.

Money for the awards comes from the UN Compensation Fund, which received up to 30 per cent of the revenue generated by Iraqi oil exports under the UN’s Oil-for-Food programme, which allowed the former sanctions-bound regime to sell oil for humanitarian supplies. That programme will be phased out by 21 November.

* * *

Zimbabwe

18 September – United Nations agencies and other humanitarian organizations are stepping up operations to address food shortages and their underlying causes in Zimbabwe as whole communities have exhausted stocks long before the next harvest, according to the latest update released today.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) is now scaling up operations in Zimbabwe as food needs are expected to increase sharply over the next seven months before the April 2004 harvest.

Last month, the WFP food aid programme reached rural populations in 31 districts, some 1.1 million beneficiaries, up from 22 districts in the post-harvest season in May. Assistance is expected to increase to cover 36 districts this month.

To address longer-term food insecurity, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have so far secured funds to provide agricultural assistance to slightly over 590,000 vulnerable households, according to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

This assistance will include maize, small grains, and bean seeds. In addition, several other types of assistance such as training services. 
Health also remains a concern in Zimbabwe. The country has experienced a number of disease epidemics in the past 12 months threatening the lives of thousands of children and other vulnerable sections of the population. 

“It is apparent from such outbreaks that there is an urgent need to strengthen the extended programme of immunization (EPI) through provision of adequate transport, fuel and vaccines to conduct mop up vaccination campaigns,” said the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

* * *

World trade

18 September – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today called for informal contacts to resume trade talks after Sunday’s collapse of a major conference, declaring a fair and open world market to be in the interests of rich and poor alike but stressing that developing states must have a better chance to sell their produce.

“The collapse of the WTO meeting in Cancún should not be the end of trade talks in an international framework,” FAO said in a news release on the ministerial meeting in the Mexican resort of the 146-nation World Trade Organization, which deadlocked over issues ranging from agricultural subsidies by rich countries to investment policies in poor countries.

“Much is at stake for developed and developing countries regarding a level playing field in world trade. It is time for governments to recognise that a fair and open multilateral trading system is in the social and economic interests of their entire societies, rich and poor alike,” FAO said.

“If we want to improve the living conditions of millions of people in developing countries and reduce the number of more than 800 million chronically hungry people, these countries need investment to improve their productive capacity and competitivity, but also a better chance to sell their products on the world market,” it added.

FAO called it “regrettable” that in Cancún countries could not find a fair agreement on agricultural trade issues.

“There are no viable alternatives to the multilateral trade talks, and when the psychological constraints of the forthcoming national political events are removed, countries should consider returning to the negotiating table before the momentum is lost,” the agency said.

The Cancun talks ran aground over issues ranging from the speedy elimination of agricultural subsidies by rich countries that undercut farmers in the world’s poorest nations to the so-called Singapore issues – trade and investment, competition policy, transparency in government procurement – which developing nations felt might interfere with their domestic policies. 

* * * 

UNICEF

18 September – Almost 3,500 children under the age of 15 die every year from physical abuse and neglect in developed nations, according to a new report on maltreatment published today by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

The UNICEF Innocenti Report Card, which brings together data on the abuse of youngsters from 27 developed countries, indicates that a small group of countries – Greece, Italy, Ireland, Norway and Spain – appear to have an exceptionally low incidence of child maltreatment death. 

The United States, Mexico and Portugal have rates that are between 10 and 15 times higher, while Belgium, the Czech Republic, New Zealand, Hungary and France reach levels that are four to six times higher. 

“The thousands of children who die each year from violence in their homes, schools or communities are clear proof that the world has systematically failed to protect them,” UNICEF said in launching the Report. 

The Study makes an explicit connection between the problem of child abuse and the broader spectrum of violence against children. The countries with the lowest rates of child deaths from maltreatment also have low rates of adult deaths from assault.

Factors such as poverty, stress, drugs and alcohol abuse, are clearly linked with the thousands of children who die each year from violence in their homes, schools and communities.

“These children deserve to live in a protective environment – one that safeguards them from abuse and exploitation,” UNICEF said.
* * *
Illicit drugs

18 September – Warning that drug trafficking bankrolls global terrorism, the head of the United Nations anti-narcotics agency today called on the newly independent states of the former Soviet Union to step up the war on illicit drugs, especially in view of large-scale opium production in nearby Afghanistan.

“On the one hand, the trafficking in Afghan opium in the territories of CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States) has a negative effect on the health of the population, like the current catastrophic scale of HIV/AIDS in the region,” Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC), told a CIS foreign ministers’ meeting in Yalta, Ukraine.

“On the other, it also nourishes organized crime, laundering of enormous profits from narco-trafficking, and the resulting spread of corruption, illicit trafficking in fire-arms and human beings. All this together is financially fuelling global terrorist operations,” Mr. Costa added.

He offered UNODC technical assistance to CIS and its individual member states in implementing programmes against rugs and crime. “UNODC is expanding its cooperation both with individual countries and with the CIS region as a whole,” he said. “Given the threat posed to national security by drug abuse, drug trafficking and HIV/AIDS, even greater efforts are needed to step up our work in this area.”

So far over $50 million in technical assistance has been provided to governments in the region.

* * *
HIV/AIDS

18 September – The Joint United Nations programme on AIDS and the International Cricket Council (ICC) today announced that they have joined forces to use the popular sport to raise public awareness of the pandemic, particularly among young people.

“Cricket is played in some of the countries hardest hit by the AIDS epidemic. By working with the ICC and its member National Cricket Boards around the world, we hope to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS and inform young people how to protect themselves from HIV,” Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) Executive Director Peter Piot said.

ICC will work with the agency to integrate information on the disease in activities around cricket tournaments. It will also incorporate UNAIDS education and training messages and materials its global development programme and encourage National Cricket Boards to support issues in various countries. 

“The threat of HIV/AIDS in many of the communities in which cricket is played is acute,” ICC President Ehsan Mani said in Mumbai, India, during the announcement of the collaboration. “I hope that through this partnership the ICC is able to play its part in helping UNAIDS turn the HIV/AIDS epidemic around.” 

Of the estimated 42 million people living with HIV/AIDS worldwide, over 12 million live in cricket playing countries. In India and South Africa alone, over 9 million people are living with the pandemic. 

* * *

Climate change

18 September – A United Nations development agency is joining a Swiss global insurer and a United States medical school in an innovative research partnership to evaluate health and economic damages from climate change and associated events, which currently run at $40 billion annually and are projected to reach $150 billion by 2010.

The two-year project by the UN Development Programme (UNDP), Swiss Re and Harvard Medical School’s Center for Health and the Global Environment was launched at UN Headquarters in New York with a two-day conference earlier this week bringing together leading scientists and health researchers from across the world to project the future health impact of climate change and biodiversity loss, especially in poor countries.

Drawing on funding and expertise from all three partners, it will focus on four key areas linked to climate change: heat waves and air pollution, as exemplified by the recent lethal heat wave in France, Portugal and Spain with numerous deaths, widespread wildfires and crop failures; changing patterns of infectious diseases, such as conditions underlying the recent spread of West Nile Virus; volatile, extreme weather, posing hazards for life and livelihoods, travel, trade, tourism, and infrastructure; and the impact on biodiversity because of degraded ecosystems.   

“While climate change and biodiversity loss are global problems, their debilitating effect on human livelihoods and well-being is most severely felt by the poor in developing countries, threatening decades of development efforts,” UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown said.

“By providing critical information that will help countries better cope with climate variability and protect their ecosystems, this initiative can play an important role in helping the world meet the Millennium Development Goals,” he added, referring to the targets set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000, ranging from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS to providing universal primary education, all by 2015.

UNDP’s poverty reduction efforts include assessing the impact of global environmental change and assisting developing countries in mitigating these potentially devastating impacts. An estimated 96 percent of disaster-related deaths occur in the developing world, yet 90 percent of developing countries lack disaster-related insurance coverage.

UNDP’s goal is for this study to expand the potential of the insurance and broader financial services industries to operate in the developing world.

* * *

Information technology

18 September – The top United Nations communications official today launched an initiative that will link thousands of students from around the world in one of the largest educational events ever attempted on the Internet and said the programme fits well with the world body’s desire to see the benefits of information technology spread as widely as possible.

“There is still a long way to go before the benefits of new technologies are available to all people, and some fear that these technologies might actually widen the gap between rich and poor countries,” Under Secretary-General of the UN Department of Public Information Shashi Tharoor said during the launch of the World Summit Event for Schools. 

The Programme will, for three months, enable students to examine the impact that communication technologies are having on their right to give and receive information and on their right to an education. 

A series of on-line activities, set up and managed by the UN’s CyberSchoolBus web site in partnership with European Schoolnet, will guide their exploration. These will conclude with a live interaction, via the Internet, between students and a Head of State at the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS) to be held in Geneva at the end of the year.

Mr. Tharoor said he hope the project would show teachers, governments and donors what can be achieved for so many students with a simple computer and a telephone.

“Schools, in particular, are playing a critical role in equalizing access to new technologies – across gender, race, socio-economic grouping, and geographic locations. In developing countries, computers installed in the schools have become a key tool for both education and community development,” he added.

Students from Switzerland, Tanzania, and Uganda joined Mr. Tharoor and other UN officials during today’s launch. The students discussed their cross-cultural project for WSIS.
At the conclusion of the three months of student interaction, the CyberSchoolBus and European Schoolnet will invite educators – responsible for computer networks that link thousands of schools in over 40 countries – to Geneva for a special gathering that will parallel WSIS, Mr. Tharoor announced.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL                    AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good Afternoon.

           **Memorials

           Tomorrow afternoon, at 4 p.m., the United Nations is holding a memorial ceremony in the General Assembly Hall to honour all those who died or were injured in the bombing of the UN Headquarters in Baghdad one month  earlier.  The Secretary-General will speak at that ceremony, which will also include a candle lighting involving the family members of the staff who died.

           Then at 7 p.m., also in the General Assembly Hall, Brazilian musician and Minister of Culture Gilberto Gil will perform an hour-long concert in honour of those who lost their lives in the 19 August attack.  He is also going to give a  press conference in this room just a few minutes from now, at 12:30 p.m.

           Attendance at the two ceremonies will be by ticket only.  I’ve been told that the Media Accreditation Office has  50 tickets for journalists for the concert, and 10 tickets only for the memorial service, and they can be picked up on a  first come first serve basis.  The events, however, will also be broadcast live on UN Television.

           **Security Council

           There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council today.

           At 3:30 this afternoon, the Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee is scheduled to meet in Conference Room  7.

           And tomorrow, the Council has scheduled three consecutive open meetings, one on the UN Mission in Sierra Leone, one on Liberia and one on its annual report.  Also on the agenda for tomorrow are consultations on the “oil-for-food” programme for Iraq.

           **Ethiopia-Eritrea

           At the nineteenth Military Coordination Commission (MCC) Meeting held in Nairobi, Kenya, the Force

     Commander of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), Major General Robert Gordon, reminded the  delegations from the two countries that the importance of the Commission meetings would increase as the physical  demarcation of the border draws closer.  We have a press release with more details.

           **Zimbabwe - Humanitarian

           We also have a humanitarian update on Zimbabwe.

           According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, UN agencies such as the World Food Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization are stepping up operations to address food shortages and their  underlying causes.

           The United Nations has also identified the need to strengthen a national immunization programme, which has been affected by the country’s economic downturn.

           **AIDS

           I’d like to give you a heads-up for next Monday’s events, when more than 130 Member States are inscribed so far to speak at the General Assembly’s High-Level Meeting on AIDS, where they are to review progress since the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS was adopted in 2001.  The plenary is scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. and may go beyond midnight.  Is that your understanding too? (To General Assembly President Spokeswoman).

           The Secretary-General and Dr. Peter Piot, the Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme against

     HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), will present new progress reports on efforts to fight the epidemic at the country level.

           We have available today at the documents counter press kits for the Monday events, including copies of the UNAIDS report, which is embargoed until 10:30 a.m. on Monday.

           Among the many events scheduled for that day, I’d like to draw your attention to a panel on the Media and

     AIDS that will take place from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Dag Hammarskjöld Auditorium, and which will be moderated by UN Development Programme, that is UNDP, Administrator Mark Malloch Brown and Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information Shashi Tharoor.

           **UNICEF

           Finally on my plate here, the United Nations Children’s Fund, or UNICEF, today published a new report on Child Maltreatment in Rich Nations.  According to this first comparative research ever done on the subject, almost  3,500 children under the age of 15 die every year from physical abuse and neglect in developed nations.

           Numbers also indicate that the greatest risk is among younger children and that a small group of countries -

     Greece, Italy, Ireland, Norway and Spain –- appear to have an exceptionally low incidence of child maltreatment death.  Belgium, the Czech Republic, New Zealand, Hungary and France, however, reach levels that are four to six  times higher, whereas the United States, Mexico and Portugal are at the top of the league with rates that are between 10 and 15 times higher.

           According to UNICEF, factors such as poverty, stress and drug and alcohol abuse are clearly linked with the thousands of children who die each year from violence in their homes, schools and communities.  You can pick up the press release with full details on that story.

           Any questions before we go to Michele?  Michele, welcome.

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Thank you Fred and good afternoon.

           I have been receiving a number of phone calls on the emergency meeting of the General Assembly tomorrow. 

     I can confirm that the General Assembly, it’s in the journal, will resume, Friday afternoon, its tenth emergency special session on Palestine.  The request came yesterday to the President of the General Assembly from the Permanent Representative of the Republic of the Sudan, who is Chairman of the Arab Group for the month of September.  In that letter, the States members of the Arab League request the resumption of the tenth emergency special session of the General Assembly on Palestine.  I quote the letter addressed to President Hunte:

           “Pursuant to paragraph 8 of General Assembly resolution of ES-10/11 of 5 August 2002, adopted at its

     resumed tenth emergency special session, I have the honour to request the resumption of the tenth emergency

     special session of the General Assembly in light of the inability of the Security Council to fulfil its responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security due to the exercise by one of its permanent members of the veto.” 

     This is the end of the quote.  This request was supported by the Non-Aligned Movement later yesterday in another letter sent to the President of the Assembly.  Both letters are available on the racks.

           The letter from the Permanent Representative of Sudan refers to General Assembly Resolution passed by the GA on, I quote, “illegal Israeli actions in occupied East Jerusalem and the rest of the occupied Palestinian territory” at  its most recent Tenth Emergency Special Session that was on 5 August 2002.  The resolution that was adopted that day contains a trigger in operative paragraph 8 for the resumption of the Session, and it reads as follows:

           “Decidesto adjourn the tenth emergency special session temporarily and to authorize the President of the

     General Assembly at its most recent session to resume its meetings upon request from Member States.”

           The formal basis for holding an emergency special session, as you know, is contained in Resolution 377A(V) adopted by the General Assembly on 5 November 1950 and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly as amended.

           I have got a lot of questions on this.  The resolution of 1950, known as the “Uniting for peace” formula, resolves that “if the Security Council, because of lack of unanimity of the permanent members, fails to exercise its primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security, in cases where there appears to be a threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act of aggression, the General Assembly shall consider the matter immediately with a view to making appropriate recommendations to Members for collective measures”.  So, then, this is the reason why the emergency session was called, it has to be called within 24 hours of the request by a majority of States.

           The Assembly's tenth emergency special session to “consider illegal Israeli actions in occupied East

     Jerusalem and the rest of the occupied Palestinian territory”, was first held in 1997, then 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and  2002.  So it is resuming again, tomorrow, Friday afternoon.  The Assembly will meet in room 3 because of the special ceremony we have in the General Assembly Hall.

           I would also like to say that tomorrow morning, the General Assembly will meet to discuss the allocation of  the 158 items on the Agenda.

           Tomorrow at 11 a.m., the President of the fifty-eighth session, Julian Hunte of Saint Lucia, will be holding his first press conference.  It will be here, in room 226, at 11 o’clock.

           Thank you.

           Spokesman for Secretary-General:  Any questions?  Yes, Debbie?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  What time will the special session begin?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  Three o’clock in the afternoon.

           Question:  Is there a draft resolution or speakers’ list out for that yet?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  Not yet.  But I think that the draft resolution will be pretty

     close to the resolution that was presented to the Security Council and that met with a veto.  This is what I understand.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  If there are no more questions, I thank you very much, see you

     tomorrow.

           Question:  Do you have figures yet on the number of heads of State who are expected for the General

     Assembly to date?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  So far we have... I think it is a hundred.  And I have the list  here, but I don’t have the exact number.  I’ll get back to you on the exact number, because I think it was slightly modified by one or two recently.  So, I’ll get you the exact number.

           Question:  And a second question on Liberia?  Are there any troops committed yet for a Liberia peacekeeping force?  Are there any formal commitments by any countries?

           Spokesman for Secretary-General:  I don’t believe we discussed that process, while troops are being

     committed, but if you check the transcript of Jacques Klein’s press appearance here earlier this week, I think he did mention expressions of interest from a number of specific countries.

           Thank you very much.

                                                 * *** *
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