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Ships Dump Tonnes of Waste in Turquoise Waters
KINGSTON, Jan 18 - The multi-million dollar Caribbean shipping industry, necessary to the economic prosperity of the region's small island states, also has its negative side: the generation of tonnes of waste, which these countries are often ill-prepared to cope with. 

The Caribbean has the ''most intensive maritime traffic in the world,'' with some 50,000 ships and 14.5 million tourists visiting annually, according to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

A typical cruise ship carries 3,000 passengers and produces between 400 and 1,200 cubic metres of watery waste daily, including waste from kitchens and showers, according to UNEP. 

''They don't have the facilities to accept ship waste, and more importantly, lack the necessary resources and organisational structure to monitor ships,” whether cargo or passenger vessels, Ian Blair, senior vice president of the Jamaican Port Authority, told Tierramérica. 

There are major concerns related to the disposal of ship-generated garbage, oily bilge water (water accumulated in part of the ship's hull) and ballast water, which is taken in by ships to increase their stability and manoeuvrability while in transit. 

Oily waste and garbage affect water quality and marine life, and ballast water carries into the region organisms from far-flung places, which can alter ecosystems and hurt biodiversity, Cowell Lyn, a consultant working on a rehabilitation project for Jamaica's Kingston Harbour, explained to Tierramérica. 

Invasive species threaten the existence of endemic flora and fauna, that is, native species that are unique, not found in any other part of the world, and which are already threatened by deforestation and urbanisation. 

The Dominican Republic has recorded the presence of 186 invasive species, the largest number in the region, followed by Puerto Rico, with 182, and the Bahamas, with 159. 

Passenger cruise ships also dump as much as 70 litres of dangerous waste a day into the sea. Toxins include photo processing chemicals, paints, solvents and batteries, which threaten animal and human life alike, as 70 percent of the Caribbean population lives in coastal areas. 

The region is also affected by heavy oil tanker traffic. Several of the world's leading crude oil producers are in the Greater Caribbean area, including Venezuela, Mexico, Colombia and Trinidad and Tobago. 

Petroleum often ends up dumped in the Caribbean waters, due to erratic waste management or to accidental spills. 

Cuba's Havana Bay is the most polluted, with 1,200 milligrams of hydrocarbons per kilogram of dry sediment, while Jamaica's Kingston Harbour has 578 milligrams per kilo of dry sediment, according to UNEP. 

The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL 73/78 - developed in 1973 and amended in 1978) regulates the disposal of oil, toxic substances, and garbage from ships. 

Annex Five, which entered into force on December 31, 1988, governs the disposal of garbage and imposes a complete ban on the dumping into the sea of all forms of plastic. 

A 1993 amendment designated the ''Wider Caribbean'' as a vulnerable ''special area'' with restrictions on how ships can deal with garbage disposal. 

This designation has not yet come into force, however, because states have not advised the oversight body, the International Maritime Organisation (IMO), as to whether adequate facilities exist to deal with ship generated waste. 

''It may be that the systems are there but they have not been reported,” IMO regional adviser Curtis Roach told Tierramérica. 

IMO Secretary General Efthimios Mitropoulos urged Caribbean countries ''to redouble their efforts to ensure that the provisions of the Special Area status take effect without further delay,'' during a regional seminar in Barbados last July, 

The Wider Caribbean encompasses the region's islands and the coastal areas of the mainland Latin American countries, from Mexico to French Guyana, as well as El Salvador, even thought its shoreline is on the Pacific Ocean. 


Its institutional manifestation is the Association of Caribbean States, created in 1994, with 25 independent states as full members, plus Aruba, Dutch Antilles and France (on behalf of Guadeloupe, French Guyana and Martinique). 

According to Caribbean Environment Outlook, a publication prepared by the United Nations Development Program for the Jan. 10-14 Mauritius meeting of small island states, the nine-member Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) is reporting ”harmonised policies and legislation for both shore and ship generated waste.” 

St. Lucia cites improved ship waste reception at major ports and marinas. And in Jamaica, extensive groundwork is now being done to establish a facility to dispose of ship generated garbage. 

What keeps Citizen Ming running 

The Philippine Star 01/19/2005 


Even though she and her husband, former President Fidel Ramos, no longer live in the Palace by the River, former First Lady Amelita "Ming" Ramos has remained active–living a full (meaning, full-packed and fulfilling) life. 

On top of her consultancy work with the International School and her post as president of the Philippine Badminton Association, she remains active in the non-governmental organization she helped set up, the Clean and Green Project. Because Citizen Ming’s calendar is invariably crammed with all sorts of activities, the question that begs to be answered: What keeps her running? 

She chortles: "Yah, why don’t I just quit?" 

At a time when others would rather choose the easy way out and throw in the towel, she perseveres. Even in the face of seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Even though most Filipinos are stubbornly apathetic when it comes to the environmental cause. "It’s hard to start a project and not continue with it," she admits. 

And making our people aware of the environmental cause demands nothing less than 100 percent commitment. "We shouldn’t stop reminding them of the importance of taking care of the environment," she explains. "We should persist until it becomes a habit." 

And the Piso Para sa Pasig campaign, one of the pet projects of the Clean and Green movement, has been quite successful in disseminating information about this worthwhile cause. The environment has always been particularly close to her heart and living in Malacañang has somehow given her a front-row seat on the deplorable state of the once-pristine Pasig. "It really smelled awful and the odor would waft even into the Palace," she recalls. "I told myself that if I could just turn the water of Pasig River from black to light brown, I would be happy and content!" 

And in her numerous travels as First Lady, she was able to meet with our ASEAN neighbors (specifically, in Indonesia and Singapore) who succeeded in mounting their own Clean River projects. "The Singaporeans showed me how they were able to do it," she relates. "They showed me before and after pictures of their river. And the before picture looked exactly like our Pasig." 

This gave Mrs. Ramos renewed hope. "If our neighbors were able to do it, why can’t we? At first I thought it only took them a year to clean the river. No, they informed me. It took a whole decade!" 

It took ten years of discipline and dedication. 

"When Lee Kuan Yew told the duck and hog-raisers to get out of the river banks they had no choice but to comply," she recounts. 

It took political will, she asserts. 

The gains started by the Clean and Green movement are now pretty self-evident. Pasig River’s water is now light brown (as was Mrs. Ramos’s original goal) and can be classified as Class C (especially in the rainy season). Class C means that the river can now be a venue for secondary sporting activities like rowing (although it is not yet fit for swimming). Several parks and promenade areas have also sprouted along the river banks. 

Eventually, Mrs. Ramos’s NGO hopes that the Pasig would be able "to bring back and support aquatic life" after the 20-year rehabilitation program (which started in 1994) is completed. 

Even though her husband is no longer President, Mrs. Ramos still remains a staunch supporter, the indefatigable champion of the Pasig. As chair of the Clean and Green Project, she sits as a commissioner (one of the three representatives from the private sector) in the Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission (PRRC) – the government body tasked with the Herculean task of cleaning up Manila’s legendary waterway. 

"We are working, closely with the PRRC," Mrs. Ramos confirms. "Mainly, we engage in promotional work, in continuing the information campaign we’ve started so that the Pasig will not be forgotten by the public." 

In pursuit of popularizing the cause of the Pasig, the Clean and Green movement is spearheading the first Philippine Marathon for the Pasig River (which was formerly known as the Pasig River Heritage Marathon for the past four years). 

The unique sporting event, which is set on Feb. 27, will cover all 42 kilometers of the river and will cross 11 of the 13 historic bridges of the Pasig. It will start in the famed Walled City of Fort Santiago and culminate in the booming Global City of Fort Bonifacio. To be co-chaired by bemedalled swimmer Eric Buhain and volleyball champ Tisha Abundo, the Philippine Marathon for the Pasig River can now be considered a world-class event–because it has been accredited by both the US-based Association of International Marathons and Road Races (AIMS) and the International Association of Athletic Federations (IAAF). 

An advocacy/trial run is scheduled on Jan. 23, and this will serve not only as the registration day, but will also herald the promotional campaign for the cause-oriented marathon. 

Of course, Mrs. Ramos will be present in both the advocacy run in January and the actual race in February. Being a topnotch sportswoman herself (and champion badminton player), Mrs. Ramos understands fully well that sports and the environmental cause go hand in hand, as specified by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). "Sports is intimately connected to nature." 

"To have healthy bodies, we need a healthy environment," she says. 

Now, you know what keeps Citizen Ming running. 

UNEP ayuda a Viet Nam en control de bosques sumergidos en aguas salobres
01/18/2005 -- 16:10(GMT+7) 

Ha Noi, Ene 18 (AVN)-El Programa del Medio Ambiente de las Naciones Unidas (UNEP) y el Ministerio de Recursos Naturales y Medio Ambiente de Viet Nam colaborarán en la implementación de ocho proyectos de control y supervisión de los bosques sumergidos en aguas salobres para el período 2005-2010. 

Se tratan de los proyectos de mejoramiento del control de estos bosques, registro de sus extensiones territoriales, planificación del uso duradero, diversificación de los recursos boscosos, establecimiento de los bosques de protección costeros, preservación a las floras de riesgo de extinción, entre otros.

Estos planes, cuyo objetivo principal consiste en la conservación de los recursos acuáticos, se realizarán dentro de dos o tres años, informó el Ministerio de Recursos Naturales y Medio Ambiente. 

Der Standard

18 Janner 2005

UN-Konferenz zum Katastrophenschutz hat begonnen 
Hilfskoordinator Jan Egeland: "Der beste Weg, die Toten zu ehren ist, die Lebenden zu schützen" 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Trennlinie"
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Die Fluttragödie am Indischen Ozean und die Suche nach Frühwarnsystemen haben am Dienstag den Beginn der UN-Konferenz zur Katastrophenvorsorge in der japanischen Stadt Kobe bestimmt. "Der beste Weg, die Toten zu ehren ist, die Lebenden zu schützen", sagte UN-Hilfskoordinator Jan Egeland in seiner Eröffnungsrede vor mehr als 4.000 Konferenzteilnehmern aus über 150 Ländern. In zehn Jahren müsse es in allen Ländern ein effektives Vorsorgekonzept geben, damit künftig nicht mehr so viele Menschen durch Naturkatastrophen sterben. Die deutsche Bundesforschungsministerin Edelgard Bulmahn (SPD) stellte das deutsche Modell für ein Tsunami-Frühwarnsystem vor, das die Beobachtungen am Boden, im Meer und in der Luft integriert. 

UN-Generalsekretär Kofi Annan forderte in einer Video-Grußbotschaft die Weltgemeinschaft auf, aus dem Desaster vom 26. Dezember zu lernen, durch das mehr als 160.000 Menschen getötet wurden. Egeland regte an, bis 2015 wenigstens zehn Prozent der Milliarden-Summen, die weltweit für Nothilfen aufgewendet wurden, für die Risikovorsorge auszugeben.

Erhöhte Brisanz
Die schon seit zwei Jahren geplante Konferenz in Kobe hat durch die Tsunami-Katastrophe erhöhte Brisanz bekommen. Am Mittwoch und Donnerstag sind zwei Tsunami-Sondersitzungen geplant. Doch Tsunamis sind nur eines von mehreren Themen. In Dutzenden von Sitzungen wollen die Delegierten bis Samstag über Wege beraten, wie die Menschen mehr Sicherheit auch vor Erdbeben, Überschwemmungen oder Wirbelstürmen gewinnen können. Zum Tagungsspektrum gehört auch die Vorführung von Rettungshunden und Rettungsrobotern sowie Erdbebensimulationssystemen.

Gastgeber Japan bot den Vereinten Nationen (UN) eine Datenbank an, in der weltweite Erfahrungen im Umgang mit Katastrophen gesammelt sowie Informationen zu Technologien für den Katastrophenschutz erfasst werden. Zugleich kündigte Japan an, Katastrophenexperten in Entwicklungsländern auszubilden. Auch Klaus Töpfer, Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms, plädierte in Kobe für ein globales Frühwarnsystem, das in die Entwicklungsstrategien eingebunden wird, "in Afrika genauso wie in Asien oder in Lateinamerika", sagte er dem "ZDF- Mittagsmagazin".

Wellenbewegungen in Echtzeit
Bei dem von Bulmahn vorgestellten deutschen Modell für ein Tsunami-Frühwarnsystem erfassen Meeresbojen Wellenbewegungen und übertragen sie per Funktechnik in Echtzeit an Rechenzentren. Das vom Geoforschungszentrum Potsdam (GFZ) entwickelte System sei schneller als das bisher eingesetzte aus den USA. Es kann nach Angaben der GFZ innerhalb von ein bis drei Jahren aufgebaut werden und soll insgesamt rund 45 Millionen Euro kosten.

Töpfer warnte davor, nur auf die Technik zu setzen. Wichtig sei auch die Erziehung und die Ausbildung der Menschen, damit sie besser auf Katastrophen vorbereitet sind, sagte er. Auch andere Delegierte hoben die Notwendigkeit hervor, der Bevölkerung in den jeweiligen betroffenen Ländern und Regionen die Gefahren bewusst zu machen. So müssten schon die Kinder darüber informiert und das richtige Verhalten in den Schulen trainiert werden. Krankenhäuser, Schulen und Gesundheitszentren müssten zudem robust genug gegen Erdbeben und Überschwemmungen gemacht werden.

Katastrophenvorsorge "billiger als Wiederaufbau"
"Es macht Sinn, in Katastrophenvorsorge zu investieren, weil es billiger ist als der Wiederaufbau", sagte Thomas Schaef, Experte für Katastrophenvorsorge bei der Gesellschaft für technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), in Kobe. Eine Kosten-Nutzen-Analyse könne helfen, die Finanzminister zu überzeugen, mehr Mittel für Vorsorgemaßnahmen bereitzustellen. Dies gelte vor allem für Entwicklungsländer. Angesichts des Tsunami werde im Moment viel angestoßen. "Es gab noch nie eine so große Katastrophe", sagte Schaef. Allerdings zeige die Erfahrung, dass die "Lernkurve" irgendwann wieder abfällt.

Egeland äußerte jedoch die Hoffnung, dass am Ende der fünftägigen Konferenz ein Programm zu Stande komme, das das nächste Jahrzehnt zu einer Dekade der Katastrophenvorsorge mache und die Zahl der Opfer durch künftige Katastrophen drastisch reduziert werde. (APA/dpa)

Stuttgarter Nachrichten

Teil der Nothilfe-Milliarden in Vorsorge investieren; 
Uno-Konferenz zu Naturkatastrophen in Kobe
19/1/05
 Kobe (dpa) - Die Fluttragödie am Indischen Ozean und die Suche nach Frühwarnsystemen haben am Dienstag den Beginn der Uno-Konferenz zur Katastrophenvorsorge in der japanischen Stadt Kobe bestimmt. 

"Der beste Weg, die Toten zu ehren, ist, die Lebenden zu schützen", sagte Uno-Hilfskoordinator Jan Egeland in seiner Eröffnungsrede vor mehr als 4000 Konferenzteilnehmern aus über 150 Ländern. In zehn Jahren müsse es in allen Ländern ein effektives Vorsorgekonzept geben, damit künftig nicht mehr so viele Menschen durch Naturkatastrophen sterben. Bundesforschungsministerin Edelgard Bulmahn (SPD) stellte das deutsche Modell für ein Tsunami-Frühwarnsystem vor. 

Uno-Generalsekretär Kofi Annan forderte in einer Video-Grußbotschaft die Weltgemeinschaft auf, aus dem Desaster vom 26. Dezember zu lernen, durch das mindestens 175 000 Menschen getötet wurden. Egeland regte an, bis 2015 wenigstens zehn Prozent der Milliarden-Summen, die weltweit für Nothilfen aufgewendet wurden, für die Risikovorsorge auszugeben.

Die schon seit zwei Jahren geplante Konferenz in Kobe hat durch die Tsunami-Katastrophe erhöhte Brisanz bekommen. Am Mittwoch und Donnerstag sind zwei Tsunami-Sondersitzungen geplant. Doch Tsunamis sind nur eines von mehreren Themen. In dutzenden von Sitzungen wollen die Delegierten bis Samstag über Wege beraten, wie die Menschen mehr Sicherheit auch vor Erdbeben, Überschwemmungen oder Wirbelstürmen gewinnen können. Zum Tagungsprogramm gehört auch die Vorführung von Rettungshunden und Rettungsrobotern sowie Erdbebensimulationssystemen. 

Klaus Töpfer, Direktor des Uno-Umweltprogramms, plädierte in Kobe für ein globales Frühwarnsystem, das in die Entwicklungsstrategien eingebunden wird, "in Afrika genauso wie in Asien oder in Lateinamerika", sagte er dem "ZDF- Mittagsmagazin". Er warnte davor, nur auf die Technik zu setzen. Wichtig sei auch die Erziehung und die Ausbildung der Menschen, damit sie besser auf Katastrophen vorbereitet sind, sagte er. Auch andere Delegierte hoben die Notwendigkeit hervor, der Bevölkerung in den jeweiligen betroffenen Ländern und Regionen die Gefahren bewusst zu machen. Die Konferenzteilnehmer sind sich darüber im Klaren, dass man in der Vergangenheit das Thema Vorsorge gegen Katastrophen sträflich vernachlässigt hat. Ein Delegierter brachte es auf den Punkt: "Wenn jetzt nichts geschieht, passiert nie etwas".

Uno-Hilfskoordinator Egeland äußerte die Hoffnung, dass am Ende der fünftägigen Konferenz ein Programm zu Stande komme, welches das nächste Jahrzehnt zu einer Dekade der Katastrophenvorsorge mache und die Zahl der Opfer durch künftige Katastrophen drastisch reduziere.



ROAP News

Global warming blamed for ski resort's decline
The New Zealand Herald - 19.01.05 - By Erik Kirschbaum – GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN, GERMANY - Global warming is more than just a theory to Germany's most famous winter resort, where a worrisome shortage of snow in recent decades has forced the Alpine village to reinvent itself.
…The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) warned in a 2003 report that global temperatures were expected to rise due to global warming by up to three degrees Celsius in the next 50 years, raising the snow line and crippling the ski industry. 
The UNEP report said slopes above altitudes of 3,940 feet now considered viable ski areas would be at risk within 30 to 50 years, when skiers would have to trek up to altitudes of 4,920 to 5,900 feet for snow.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/index.cfm?c_id=5&ObjectID=10007170 

Shortage of snow worries German Alpine resort
Deccan Herald, India, 18 January 2005 - http://www.deccanherald.com/deccanherald/jan182005/i12.asp 

Asia, Tsunami environmental damage widespread, experts say
Keralanext, India, 18 January 2005 - [Asia News]: BANDA ACEH, Indonesia, Vast expanses of once-green rice fields now turned brown from salty ocean water carried far inland only hint at the environmental damage caused by last month's mighty tsunami, environmental experts say…
http://www.keralanext.com/news/indexread.asp?id=94774 

UN News

Tsunami devastation in Indonesia 'truly staggering', UN teams find
18 January – As the United Nations General Assembly held a plenary session in New York today on the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, teams in the field painted a "truly staggering" picture of "enormous devastation" and the "enormous extent of human suffering" in Sumatra, Indonesia, the area the most ravaged by last month's disaster. FULL STORY>> 

UN conference on natural disasters opens with call for better mitigation measures
18 January – Three weeks after a devastating Indian Ocean tsunami killed at least 160,000 people, the United Nations World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) opened today in Kobe, Japan – site of a disastrous earthquake that claimed 40,000 lives 10 years ago – with a clarion call for better measures to mitigate the effects of natural hazards. FULL STORY>> 

Security Council counter-terrorism panel to meet in Kazakhstan
18 January – The United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) will hold a meeting of representatives from international and regional organizations in Kazakhstan later this month to strengthen the global anti-terrorism network and will make its first visit to a Member State during the quarter, the panel's chairman told the Security Council today. FULL STORY>> 

Cholera outbreak, food shortages and bad weather threaten Burundians, UN says
18 January – Cholera has broken out in some of the most densely populated suburbs of Burundi's capital, Bujumbura, and more than 50 cases have been reported to public health facilities, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says. FULL STORY>> 

Terms extended for ad hoc judges at UN war crimes tribunal for former Yugoslavia
18 January – Seeking to ensure that the United Nations International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) can complete trying all defendants before it by 2008, the Security Council today extended the mandates of several short-term judges whose tenure were to expire before the end of the trials they were conducting. FULL STORY>>
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SPOKESMAN'S NOON BRIEFING
BY MARIE OKABE
ASSOCIATE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
UN HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK
Tuesday, January 18, 2005
U.S. AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VENEMAN CHOSEN TO HEAD UNICEF
· Secretary-General Kofi Annan today announced the appointment of Ann M. Veneman, outgoing Secretary of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), as the new Executive Director of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

· The Secretary-General, at a press conference Tuesday morning, introduced Veneman, who will succeed Carol Bellamy who will complete her second five-year term as UNICEF Executive Director at the end of April. 

· In announcing her appointment, the Secretary-General noted her outstanding qualifications and drew attention to her achievements in the area of agricultural development and food security.

· She has focused strongly on new ways of feeding the hungry around the world – thus making an important contribution to the first of the eight Millennium Development Goals. And she has been a long-term and steadfast supporter of programmes to advance the welfare of children, both at home and abroad, he said. 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO TSUNAMI “ON TRACK,” ANNAN SAYS
· The Secretary-General today opened the General Assembly’s plenary meeting on the tsunami by saying that, during his recent visit to tsunami-affected countries, he saw mile after mile of desolation but also saw examples of the best that humanity has to offer.

· If this disaster was unprecedented, he said, so was the international response. More than 60 governments have pledged assistance so far, while the United Nations mobilized itself early and quickly. Official pledges to the UN flash appeal now stand at $739 million, or more than three-quarters of what we asked for.

· “Today, we can say with some confidence that the humanitarian response is on track,” the Secretary-General said. He added that he will name a special envoy by the end of this week to ensure coordination of the response and encourage long-term engagement. 

· There were 44 speakers inscribed for today’s meeting.

· The General Assembly is considering a resolution which, among other things, requests the Secretary-General to explore ways to further strengthen the rapid response capacities for immediate humanitarian relief efforts of the international community. 

DISASTER REDUCTION IS AN “ESSENTIAL INVESTMENT IN OUR COMMON FUTURE”
· It’s not enough to pick up the pieces when a disaster like last month’s tsunami occurs. Instead, we must work to prevent such tragedies from occurring in the future.

· Those remarks were part of the Secretary-General’s video message to the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, which opened today in Kobe, Japan.

· The Secretary-General added that the world was looking to the conference to do three things: help make communities more resilient in the face of natural disasters; mobilize resources and empower populations; and galvanize global action.

· Opening the conference was the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, who said that disaster risk reduction is not an additional expense, but rather an essential investment in our common future.

· Egeland also proposed that over the next 10 years, a minimum of 10 percent of the billions now spent on disaster relief by all nations should be earmarked for disaster risk reduction.

· In conjunction with the conference, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs today officially inaugurated its redesigned web site, ReliefWeb, saying that the site’s new format could help the aid community improve the speed and effectiveness of relief efforts around the world. 

DEVASTATION CAUSED BY TSUNAMI IS DESCRIBED AS "STAGGERING"
· Kevin M. Kennedy, Director of the Coordination and Response Division of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), told reporters at the noon briefing that the teams who had finally been able to assess the true dimensions of the disaster described that they found along the west coast of Sumatra, Indonesia, was staggering.

· "It underlines the enormous devastation caused by the tsunami and the extent of human suffering," Kennedy said. "In some areas, fatality rates topped 75% and 100% of homes were destroyed."

· He also said the vast majority of those in need have received some aid. "We believe that there are still some isolated pockets," he added. "Soon we'll reach the point where we are reaching everybody in need."

· In Sri Lanka, Maragreta Wahlstrom, the UN Special Coordinator on the crisis, went to Tamil areas. She reports that aid is going smoothly; no aid inequity in aid distribution observed, Kennedy said. 

NEW HELICOPTERS HELP U.N. REFUGEE AGENCY GET RELIEF SUPPLIES
TO TSUNAMI SURVIVORS FASTER
· In Aceh, Indonesia, the work of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has been bolstered by Swiss helicopters, which have started flying the agency’s tents and kitchen sets into hard-hit areas on the west coast.

· UNHCR's large lightweight tents, which can accommodate 10 people, are now being set up in the towns of Banda Aceh and in Meulaboh. The agency is also in the process of setting up an emergency shelter camp for some 1,000 displaced people in Meulaboh.

· Elsewhere in Aceh, this morning a ship arrived in the town of Calang from Banda Aceh carrying UNHCR tents, blankets, plastic sheets, plastic rolls, kitchen sets and jerry cans.

· Meanwhile, three portable warehouses were flown over the weekend to Sri Lanka to store relief supplies from UN agencies. Two other warehouses are expected to arrive shortly. In addition, some 7,500 tents are being sent to Sri Lanka from UNHCR’s stockpile in Jordan.

· The refugee agency has also dispatched a ship carrying blankets and plastic sheeting to Somalia. It is expected to arrive in the northeastern port of Bossasso on Thursday. Two more ships are set to sail from the Kenyan port of Mombasa within the next few days, and will bring UNHCR's total contribution to tsunami survivors in Somalia to 32,500 blankets, 10,000 plastic sheets, 15,000 kitchen sets, 10,000 jerry cans and 30,000 sleeping mats. 

· Also in Somalia, the World Food Programme (WFP) is providing assistance to 22,500 beneficiaries. That number is up from 15,000 last week. 

SECURITY COUNCIL BRIEFED BY COUNTER-TERRORISM COMMITTEE
· The Security Council held an open meeting on the work of the Counter-Terrorism Committee. The Committee’s Chair, Ambassador Andrey Denisov of Russia, briefed the Council on its recent work. At the end of the open meeting, the Council adopted a Presidential Statement concerning the Committee’s work.

· Earlier today, the Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution which responded to recent requests by the Secretary-General considering the appointment of judges to specific cases being tried in the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.
· Security Council members today will also hold their monthly luncheon with the Secretary-General. 

INT'L CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL CONVICTS BOSNIAN SERBS OF WAR CRIMES
· The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia yesterday sentenced a former Bosnian Serb colonel to 18 years imprisonment, and a Bosnian Serb major to 9 years, after finding both to have committed crimes that resulted in the execution of thousands of Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica in 1995. 

· The Tribunal, in particular, found that Vidoje Blagojevic was guilty of complicity to commit genocide for the actions he took as the commander of a brigade in Srebrenica. 

FOOD INSECURITY AND FIGHTING SPAWN DISPLACEMENTS IN CENTRAL AFRICA
· The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that residents of Burundi’s northern provinces continue to leave the area due to food insecurity. Also, a cholera outbreak in Bujumbura suburbs has affected over 50 people, according to the Office. 

· The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that the number of refugees fleeing the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) into Uganda has risen to 20,000 in the past week. The refugees say they’re fleeing fighting in the DRC’s east, and UNHCR says it has received reports that more refugees are on their way. 

ANNAN TO JOIN PRESS EVENT FOR SPECIAL SESSION ON NAZI DEATH CAMPS
· Tomorrow (Wednesday) at noon, there will be a press event linked to the General Assembly’s Special Session on the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps.

· The Secretary-General will be joined by the President of the General Assembly and the Permanent Representatives of the Session’s sponsors: Israel, Russia, the United States, Canada, Australia, and Luxembourg on behalf of the European Union. 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

U.N. AGENCIES CALL FOR SWIFT IMPLEMENTATION OF MILLENNIUM GOALS: The Food and Agriculture Organization, the World Food Programme, and the International Fund for Agricultural Development today called for immediate action by developed and developing countries to ensure that the goals of the 2000 Millennium Summit are achieved. Also, the UN Population Fund welcomed the Millennium Project's emphasis on the critical roles of gender and reproductive health in poverty reduction.

CONVENTION ON JURISDICTIONAL IMMUNITIES OF STATES AND THEIR PROPERTY SIGNED: Yesterday, Morocco and Austria became the first and second countries to sign the UN Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property.

*Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General's Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, briefed on his visits to Malawi and Tanzania, following an update on relief efforts for tsunami survivors by Kevin, Kennedy, Director of the Coordination and Response Division of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





IPS - �HYPERLINK "http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=27082"��ENVIRONMENT-CARIBBEAN: Ships Dump Tonnes of Waste in Turquoise �


Philippine Star - �HYPERLINK "http://www.philstar.com/philstar/News200501191702.htm"��What keeps Citizen Ming running� 


New Zealand Herald -�HYPERLINK "http://www.nzherald.co.nz/index.cfm?c_id=5&ObjectID=10007170"��Global warming blamed for ski resort's decline�* 


Deccan Herald - � HYPERLINK "Shortage of snow worries German Alpine resort" ��Shortage of snow worries German Alpine resort�   �


Vietnam News Agency -UNEP ayuda a Viet Nam en control de bosques sumergidos en aguas salobres 


Der Standard - � HYPERLINK "UN-Konferenz zum Katastrophenschutz hat begonnen " ��UN-Konferenz zum Katastrophenschutz hat begonnen  ��


Stuttgarter Nachrichten -� HYPERLINK "Teil der Nothilfe-Milliarden in Vorsorge investieren" ��Teil der Nothilfe-Milliarden in Vorsorge investieren�


* These reports are from the Reuters story in Environment in the News 18 January 2005
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