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U.S., United Nations Support Renewable Energy Projects 

WASHINGTON, DC, September 27, 2002 (ENS) - The National Renewable  Energy Laboratory (NREL) and the United Nations Environment Programme UNEP) plan to work together to support promising wind and solar power                       sites in developing countries. 

An agreement between the two organizations will expand the pilot Solar and Wind Energy Resource Assessment (SWERA). Under the existing project, surveys and high quality solar and wind maps are being prepared for 13                       developing countries. 

The new agreement, termed a Memorandum of Understanding, will increase the number to 14 by including the Maldives in the Indian Ocean. An existing  plan to map Bangladesh will also be expanded under the new deal. 

 SWERA, which has secured US$6.7 million investment from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), is seen as an important new initiative to deliver  cleaner forms of energy to developing nations. 

"Delivering cleaner and less polluting forms of energy to poorer parts of the world is absolutely crucial for fighting poverty and helping to reduce emissions of pollutants linked with unhealthy indoor and outdoor air and                      global warming," said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP. "A lack of energy has other severe environmental consequences. Those without access  to electricity are forced to fell trees for firewood and cooking fuel, accelerating                      impacts such as soil erosion and the loss of the world's wildlife." 

                      More than two billion people in developing countries now have little or no access to reliable source of energy and nine out of 10 Africans have no access to electricity at all. Last year, the G8 Renewable Energy Task Force                      outlined how, given financing, political will and creative projects, renewable energy could be delivered to one billion extra people by 2010. 

"While the costs of renewable energies like solar and wind have been tumbling in recent years, obstacles remain to their widespread deployment  particularly in developing countries. One of these is the uncertainty about the size and intensity of the solar and wind resource," said Toepfer. "The SWERA project aims to bridge this knowledge gap so potential investors can   know, with a great deal of accuracy, the locations where they can secure a   good and reasonable return." 

SWERA pilot countries include Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Cuba, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, Nicaragua and Sri Lanka. The program's effectiveness was demonstrated in the Philippines after                      a SWERA type assessment persuaded the government to increase its  investment in wind power. 

 Experts claim that, by using the information gained through SWERA, wind  developers may be able to find the best wind sites faster, shaving 12 months or more from the time it takes to gather sufficient data to advance a wind                      project. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse   (Also appeared in Tehran Times of 1 October)

 September 29, 2002 

Pollution contributed to China floods and droughts: NASA 

      The "Asian Brown Cloud", a vast haze of soot particle hovering over south Asia, is at least partly to blame

      for China's recent climatic disasters -- drought in the north and floods in the south -- according a NASA

      study published this week in US journal Science. 

      Surabi Menon of NASA and Columbia University and James Hansen of NASA's Goddard Institute said in the  study there was a clear link between increased amounts of man-made soot and the kind of climate change      witnessed in the south Asian region over the past few years. 

      "Reducing the amount of black carbon, or soot, may help diminish the intensity of floods in the south and

      droughts in the northern areas of China, in addition to having human health benefits," Hansen said in a

      statement. Menon and Hansen conducted four computer simulations using scientific data from 46 ground

      stations in China to examine whether airborne soot affected China's water cycle. 

      They found the soot particles affected the climate by absorbing sunlight, which then heated the air and

      made the atmosphere more unstable. 

      This created rising air that formed clouds and brought rainfall to heavily polluted southern China. It was

      balanced out by an increase of sinking air -- which prevented clouds and rain from forming -- in northern

      China, contributing to the droughts there. 

      The researchers took other factors into account, including ocean surface temperature and the presence of

      other greenhouse gases, in their computer models. 

      In a related commentary in Science, scientists William Chameides and Michael Bergin said: "The contribution  of black carbon to global warming may be substantial, perhaps second only to that of carbon dioxide." 

      Soot is generated from industrial pollution, traffic, outdoor fires and household burning of coal and biomass fuels, such as cow dung and field residues. It occurs when the combustion of coal and other fuels is

      incomplete. 

      It continues to be produced in large amounts in Asia, especially in China and India, because cooking and

      heating are done using wood, coal and biomass fuels at low temperatures, which prevents complete

      combustion taking place. 

      Based on their simulations, the authors predicted soot-induced cooling over China, extended warming over

      northern Africa and cooling over the southern United States, amidst overall global warning. 

      The Asian Brown Cloud phenomenon has stirred controversy recently, as scientists across the globe warn of its radical consequences and regional scientists retort that it does not exist and is not specifically Asian. 

      In August the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said the pollution haze was damaging agriculture,

      modifying rainfall patterns and endangering the population. 

      Using global models to study the phenomenon, the UNEP said the cloud could reduce precipitation over

      northwest India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, western China and the western part of Central Asia by as much as

      between 20 and 40 percent. 

      But Indian scientists slammed the findings last week as "exaggerated and distorted", saying it was not a

      thick, choking cloud but only a wintertime haze. 

      They said the report reflected a trend of blaming developing Asian countries for global pollution. 

      LOAD-DATE: September 30, 2002

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN environment agency seeks tough pesticide curbs

  BONN, Germany - U.N. environment agency head Klaus Toepfer called yesterday for a worldwide clampdown on the export and use of  dangerous pesticides often banned in the rich world but still used widely in developing countries. 

  Klaus Toepfer, director of the U.N. Environmental Programme (UNEP), said that an international conference beginning in the former German capital Bonn yesterday would push for the swift ratification of a treaty to limit the trade in such chemicals. 

  "It is high time the convention is ratified," Toepfer told Reuters, saying he hoped it would come into force by mid-2003. 

  Called the Rotterdam Convention after the Dutch city in which it was first adopted in 1998, the treaty will not come into effect until it has  been ratified by at least 50 countries. It lists 31 dangerous pesticides and industrial chemicals. 

  UNEP noted that many pesticides that were banned or restricted in industrialised countries were still used in poor nations and said the  convention should make more information available about the potential risks of such chemicals. 

  The treaty stipulates that countries exporting chemicals damaging to health or the environment have to inform importing nations of the  dangers they pose, while also making it illegal to trade in chemicals against the wishes of recipient countries. 

  Toepfer said that once the convention has been implemented, companies exporting dangerous chemicals should find it more difficult to  continue their practices. "It would impose a regime of transparency and honesty," he said. 

  One chemical expected to come under the spotlight at the Bonn conference will be a pesticide called monocrotophos, which UNEP wants  to add to the Rotterdam list along with asbestos. 

  UNEP says the pesticide, which is widely used in the developing world and can cause nausea, blurred vision, respiratory problems and  even death, endangers hundreds of thousands of farm workers worldwide. 

  According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), approximately one million people were poisoned and a further 20,000 died each year  after coming into contact with dangerous pesticides during the 1990s, mostly in developing countries. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

September 30, 2002, Monday   

Officials meet in Bonn to consider insecticide ban 

       Officials from around 100 countries convened Monday in Bonn to consider a ban on an insecticide widely

      used in many developing countries, particularly Asia. 

      The meeting under the auspices of the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organisation is focusing on the insecticide "monocrotophos" which the FAO said poses an acute hazard to the health of farm workers if they lack proper    protective clothing. Under consideration is a proposal to add monocrotophos, which is also highly toxic to  birds and mammals, to a list of 26 pesticides and five industrial chemicals under the Rotterdam Convention covering prior informed consent (PIC) procedures on the use of hazardous chemicals. 

      The FAO said that there are now alternatives to the pesticide. 

      Monocrotophos is actively trade and is made by more than a dozen firms, mainly in Asia, the U.N. body

      noted. 

      The Rotterdam Convention gives countries the means and information to identify hazardous chemicals and

      prevent their distribution if they cannot be safely managed. The convention has been signed by 72

      governments and the European Union and ratified by 33 countries. It needs ratification by 50 countries

      before it can go into force. 

      "Agriculture cannot do fully without pesticides," U.N. Environment Programme executive director Klaus

      Toepfer said. "However, the uncontrolled marketing and selling of highly toxic pesticides like monocrotophos poses serious risks to poor farmers in developing countries." dpa ds 

      LOAD-DATE: September 30, 2002
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India to Welcome Climate Change Delegates 

                      NEW DELHI, India, September 30, 2002 (ENS) - The next step in global action

                      to deal with a warming climate will be taken in New Delhi in October when the

                      186 countries that are Parties to the United Nations climate treaty meet to

                      prepare for the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol. 

                      The government of India and the secretariat of the UN Framework Convention

                      on Climate Change (UNFCCC) signed today a Host Country Agreement that

                      finalized practical arrangements for the high-level conference on global

                      warming. It will be held at the Vigyan Bhawan Conference Centre in New Delhi

                      from October 23 to November 1. 

                      T.R. Baalu, India's minister of environment and forests signed the HCA for the

                      host government. Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UNFCCC,

                      signed on behalf of the secretariat. 

                      Joke Waller-Hunter of the Netherlands is executive secretary of

                      the UNFCCC. (Photo courtesy IISD-ENB)

                      "India has a leadership role to play in the climate

                      change arena," said Waller-Hunter, "and we are

                      extremely pleased to have been invited this year to  the vibrant city of New Delhi for our annual meeting.  In return, I hope the people of India will benefit from news about our meeting and that they will gain a greater understanding of climate change and its importance for their future." 

                      The conference, known officially as the 8th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the Climate Change Convention, is expected to attract some 5,000 participants, including over 100 ministers, from                      the Convention's 186 Parties. 

                      A high-level segment will take place from October 30 to November 1. It will be opened by the Prime Minister of India, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and attended by ministers and senior officials. 

                      The international community will use the meeting to prepare for the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol.  The protocol, an international agreement under the UNFCCC, limits the emission of six greenhouse gases by 37 industrialized nations. 

                      As signed in Kyoto in 1997, the protocol covered 39 nations, but the United States, which produces some 25 percent of the world's greenhouse gases, and Australia, which would have been allowed to increase its emissions by eight percent, have decided not to ratify the agreement. 

                      The protocol will not enter into force until it is ratified by 55 percent of the nations responsible for at least 55 percent of the total greenhouse gas  emissions for 1990. 

                      On September 12, Peru became the latest country to deposit its instrument of ratification to the Kyoto Protocol. The total number of ratifications, accessions, and acceptances now stands at 94, representing 37.1 percent of  emissions.

                      The European Union and Japan ratified the protocol earlier this year. 

                      Canada has not yet decided whether or not it will ratify. Canadian Environment Minister David Anderson pledged at the World Summit on Sustainable Development that his government would submit the protocol to Parliament before the end of this year. 

                      Other industrialized nations covered by the protocol that still must decide on ratification include: Croatia, Estonia, Lichtenstein, Monaco, New Zealand, Poland, Russia, Slovenia, Switzerland, and Ukraine. 

                                  Indian Minister of Environment and Forests T.R. Baalu  (Photo courtesy Government of India)

                                  India is not on the list of 37 nations that must limit their emissions. India has neither signed nor ratified, but on August 26, acceded to the protocol thereby accepting the opportunity to become a party to the treaty already negotiated and signed by other states. It has the same legal effect as ratification. 

                                  The other two major developing nations that emit large amounts of heat-trapping greenhouse gases - Brazil and China - have both signed and ratified the protocol. 

                      The protocol contains legally binding targets by which developed countries must reduce their combined emissions of six key greenhouse gases by at least  five percent by the period 2008-2012, calculated as an average over those five years. 

                      Cuts in the three most important gases — carbon dioxide, methane and  nitrous oxide — will be measured primarily against a base year of 1990. 

                      Cuts in three long lived industrial gases — hydroflourocarbons,  perflourocarbons and sulphur hexafluoride — can be measured against either a 1990 or 1995 baseline. 

                      By reducing greenhouse gas emissions to percent below 1990 levels, the protocol will result in 2010 emissions levels that are approximately 20 percent  below what they would have been in the absence of the protocol. 

                      Greenhouse gas emission limits for developing countries will be addressed at  future negotiations of the Parties to the UNFCCC. 

                      Delegates to the conference in New Delhi will focus on key concerns of developing countries, such as how to gain better access to low emitting  technologies and how to cope with the expected impacts of climate change. 

                      The relationship between efforts to protect the statospheric ozone layer and efforts to safeguard the global climate system will be a topic of discussion. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

All U.S. Coral Reefs Face Human Threats 

                      By Cat Lazaroff

                      SILVER SPRING, Maryland, September 30, 2002 (ENS) - Every U.S. coral reef system is suffering from both human and natural disturbances, warns a new report from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The first national assessment of the condition of U.S. coral reefs links development,  pollution and destructive fishing practices with the decline of reefs in U.S. waters and around the globe. 

                      The 265 page report, "The State of Coral Reef Ecosystems of the United States and Pacific Freely Associated States," identifies the pressures that  pose increasing risks to the nation's estimated 7,607 square miles of coral reefs, particularly in hot spots located near population centers. The report also assesses the health of reef resources, ranks threats in 13 geographic areas, and details ongoing efforts to mitigate damage to coral reefs. 

                      Coral reefs in Florida waters are among the  most damaged, the report found. (Photo           courtesy Florida Keys National Marine    Sanctuary)

                      Craig Manson, the Interior Department's assistant secretary for fish and wildlife and parks,                      called the study "an important first report card on the health of U.S.rreefs. It's a valuable tool for raising  public awareness about the global decline of these unique treasures." 

                      Raising public awareness and stimulating official action on coral reefs is crucial, the report's authors say, because an estimated 27 percent of the  world's shallow water coral reefs may already be beyond recovery. An estimated 66 percent are now considered to be severely degraded. 

                      Thirty-eight coral reef experts and 79 expert contributors collaborated on the  report, led by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) Ocean Service. They found that while some U.S. reefs are in good to excellent health, all are already at risk from human activities. 

                      U.S. reefs share problems with reefs around the world, particularly the effects of growing coastal populations. More than 10.5 million people now live in U.S. coastal areas adjacent to shallow water coral  and every year, some 45  million people visit these areas. 

                      Natural environmental pressures such as temperature, sea level changes, diseases and storms have shaped coral reefs for thousands of years, but human induced pressures are now forcing rapid changes on reef ecosystems.  Coastal pollution, coastal development and runoff, and destructive fishing  practices are among the top ranked threats to reefs. 

                                                      A Spanish hogfish, one of the  species that relies on Florida's coral

                                                      reefs. (Photo courtesy Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary)

                                                      Other risks come from ship groundings, diseases, changing climate, trade in coral and live reef species, alien species, marine debris,harmful tourist activity and  tropical storms. 

                      Coral reefs - Earth's largest biological structures - are an essential source of food, jobs, chemicals, shoreline protection and pharmaceuticals for the United

                      States. Tourism in U.S. coral reef areas generates more than $17 billion a year, while commercial fishing generates an additional $246.9 million. 

                      In South Florida alone, where many reefs are damaged or dying, reefs now support 44,500 jobs, providing a total annual income of $1.2 billion. Live coral cover in the Florida Keys has declined by 37 percent over the past five years. 

                      The NOAA report shows that reefs along Florida and the U.S. Caribbean are in the poorest condition of all U.S. corals, because of nearby dense populations and the effects of hurricanes, disease, overfishing and a  proliferation of algae. Of 31 coral reef fishery stocks in federal waters, 23 are                      overfished in the U.S. Caribbean. 

                      Sea urchins graze on algae growth on dead corals off the coast of Hawaii,  with living corals visible at the  bottom right. (Photo courtesy Dr.James P. McVey, NOAA Sea Grant  Program)

                      Coral disease is also a major  problem in the Caribbean, where more than 90 percent of                      the once abundant longspine sea urchins died in the early 1980s. These urchins, which  keep coral from being overgrown and killed by algae, have since recovered to just 10 percent of their original numbers off the coasts of Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

                      In the past 20 years, white-band disease has killed almost all the elkhorn and  staghorn corals off the coasts of St. Croix, Puerto Rico and southeast Florida. 

                      The report also details coral reef conditions in the Flower Garden Banks of the  northwestern Gulf of Mexico, Nassau, the Hawaiian Archipelago, American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana islands and the  Pacific Freely Associated States, which include the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of Palau.  Prepared under the guidance of the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force, the report is  intended to establish a baseline that can be used for biennial reports on the  health of U.S. coral reefs. The task force was established in 1998 to help lead U.S. efforts to address threats to coral reefs. 

                                                    White band disease on staghorn coral.

                                                    (Photo by Andy Bruckner, courtesy NOAA)

                                                    Co-chaired by the Secretaries of Commerce and the Interior, it  includes the heads of 11 federal agencies and governors of seven states, territories and                                   commonwealths. 

                                                    Among the initiatives  spearheaded by the Task Force,  and detailed in the new report, is an innovative mapping project used to explore coral reefs around Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The project  used a new, 26 category classification system to examine the environmental                      health and biological diversity of the reefs. 

                      "The new classification is a vital management tool that tells us where the reefs are, what lives on them, and what relationships may be to neighboring  habitats and human activities," said NOAA Administrator Conrad Lautenbacher. "We now have a complete snapshot of the U.S. Caribbean  region, a clear, consistent baseline for future mapping, and a solid model to implement good management in other regions." 

                      The mapping process developed in the Caribbean is now being applied in Hawaii, and future projects will map reefs in Guam, American Samoa and other U.S. territories with coral reefs. 

                      Black band disease on starlet coral.  (Photo by Andy Bruckner, courtesy

                      NOAA)

                      Data and other information derived from NOAA's coral reef efforts are now available

                      at CoRIS, a new Coral Reef Information System website  that provides a single point of

                      access for almost 20,000 aerial  photos, navigational charts,  photo mosaics, monitoring reports, professional exchanges and more. 

                      One of the highlights of the website is NOAA's report to Congress on "A  National Coral Reef Strategy," outlining 13 major goals, including continuing  mapping and monitoring, intended to safeguard reefs. 

                      The strategy and the report on U.S. coral reef status will be referenced this week when the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force holds its annual meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

                      "The State of Coral Reef Ecosystems of the United States and Pacific Freely Associated States" is available online at:  http://www.nccos.noaa.gov/documents/coral_notice.pdf 

                      The "National Coral Reef Strategy" is available on the Coral Reef Information System website at: http://www.coris.noaa.gov/ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

 FEATURE - Scientist says ice meteors a sign of climate change
  MADRID - A Spanish scientist says global warming may be to blame for giant blocks of ice which fall from clear skies and rip gaping holes  in cars and houses. 

  Jesus Martinez-Frias has spent the last two-and-a-half years investigating so-called megacryometeors - ice meteors - which tend to weigh  more than 10 kg (22 lb) and have been known to leave 1.5 metre-wide (five feet) holes in houses. 

  He fears the formation of these hailstone-like blocks on clear days could be a worrying symptom of climate change. 

  "I'm not worried that a block of ice might fall on your head ... but that great blocks of ice are forming where they shouldn't exist," said  Martinez-Frias, director of planetary geography at Spain's Astrobiology Centre in Madrid. 

  "Components of the atmosphere, like ozone and water, are changing in different levels of the atmosphere...We think these signs could be  evidence of climate change," he said in a telephone interview with Reuters. 

  While Martinez-Frias said he was far from certain as to why the ice meteors formed, he said they were neither hoaxes nor blocks of ice  falling from the bars or bathrooms of passing aircraft, as sceptics have suggested. 

  "We're not talking about hoaxes," Martinez-Frias said. "It's very easy to tell real and false ice blocks apart." 

  "It's not water from airplane toilets...Its isotopic composition bears the signature...of Iberian rain." 

  SMASHING WINDSCREENS 

  Ice clouds made from crystallised vapour trails of aircraft are well known to pilots, but Martinez-Frias suggests that because global  warming involves one level of the atmosphere getting colder while another gets hotter, some ice clouds now remain longer. 

  Their centres then fall through the atmosphere, bouncing and gathering mass, to end up smashing through a car windscreen or, more  usually, landing softly in a field, he suggested. 

  The first megacryometeor found this year in Spain - by a startled farmer riding his tractor in Soria - weighed 16 kg (35.27 lb). 

  Three others were found later, bringing the world total over the last decade to more than 50. But Martinez-Frias said only around a fifth of  the ice meteors are ever found. 

  An ice meteor weighing around 200 kg (440 lb) has been found in Brazil, Martinez-Frias said. Other blocks have been found in Mexico and  Australia. 

  The blocks form between four and nine-and-a-half km (two-and-a-half and six miles) above ground, he said. 

  Some scientists doubt whether hail can form on a clear day. 

  "Solid ice cannot form in the absence of thick, highly visible clouds," Charles Knight, a hail expert at the University Corporation for  Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado was quoted as saying in a supplement of Science journal. 

  But geologist Roger Buick of the University of Washington in Seattle told the same publication that a model created by Martinez-Frias and  his team showing ice can form on a clear day was an "important advance in that it thoroughly documents and provides an explanation for  a spectacular phenomenon." _________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Mercury Deposits Contaminate U.S. Waterways 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, September 30, 2002 (ENS) - Mercury is a leading cause  of impairment of American lakes and estuaries, according to the U.S.  Environmental Protection Agency, which today released its biennial national summary of water quality. 

                      Mercury, originating from power generating facilities and incinerators, mining, natural rock weathering and other sources, is transported through the air into these waterways, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) said. Mercury was cited in some 2,240 of the nation's 2,800 fish consumption advisories reported in 2000. 

                      Under the Clean Water Act, the EPA is required to report on the nation's water quality every two years. Today's report is based on water monitoring by the states, territories, jurisdictions and tribes in 2000. 

                      Thirty-nine percent of assessed river and stream miles were found to be impaired for one or more uses, an increase of four percent from the parallel EPA report issued for 1998. 

                      The percentage of polluted estuaries jumped from 44 percent to 51 percent, and the percentage of polluted shorelines increased from 12 percent to 14  percent. The percentage of polluted lakes remained unchanged at 45 percent. 

                      The information in this report applies only to the waters that were assessed for one or more of the uses, such as swimming, fishing, and fish consumption, designated for them by the states. Under the Clean Water Act, states have primary responsibility for water quality monitoring. 

                      States assessed 19 percent of the nation's 3.7 million total river and stream miles, 43 percent of its 40.6 million acres of lakes, ponds and reservoirs, and 36 percent of its 87,300 estuary square miles for this report. 

                      G. Tracy Mehan, EPA assistant administrator for water, says the report points out the need for more effective controls to address the nation's water quality problems, especially those originating from diffuse, non-permitted sources such as runoff from agricultural and urban areas, as well as air deposition. 

                      As in the past, these non-point sources dominate as sources of pollution. "EPA and the states need to work together as partners to solve this problem  and implement more effective solutions," said Mehan. 

                      EPA found that the percentage of assessed river, stream and estuary waters found to be impaired has increased somewhat from the last report in 1998,"although that difference is more likely due to changes in assessment approaches than actual water quality changes," the agency said. 

                      Many states are choosing to use higher quality data than in the past in  making their assessments, the EPA said. 

                      "This is a very disturbing trend," said Nancy Stoner, director of the Natural Resources Defense Council's Clean Water Project, "and given the Bush administration's water policies, it is bound to become even worse." 

                      This 2000 National Water Quality Inventory is the 13th in a series published since 1975. New EPA guidance issued in November 2001 calls for future reports to include information on impaired waters as reported by the states under the Clean Water Act. 

                      EPA is working to improve identification and cleanup of impaired waters  through the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) program. This program calls for participation of the public in the identification of impaired waters and in the development of pollution "budgets" used to restore the health of those                      waters. 

                      EPA is developing a national monitoring strategy to improve water quality assessment and reporting and to ensure that state water quality findings are comprehensive and comparable among states and over time. 

                      The "National Water Quality Inventory: 2000 Report" is available at:

                      http://www.epa.gov 

                                              * * * ______________________________________________________________________________
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Soot Linked to Flooding, Drought, Global Warming 

WASHINGTON, DC, September 27, 2002 (ENS) - Large amounts of black carbon or soot particles and other pollutants are causing changes in  precipitation and temperatures over China, a new study suggests. The study's authors say soot pollution may be at least partially responsible for the  tendency toward increased floods and droughts in Asian regions over the last several decades. 

                      In a paper appearing in today's issue of the journal "Science," the researchers explained that black carbon can affect regional climate by absorbing sunlight, heating the air, and altering large scale atmospheric circulation and the  hydrologic cycle. The study's U.S. authors include Surabi Menon of the

                      National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and Columbia University, and her colleague James Hansen of NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York. 

                                              For this man in Zhangxi, Anhui, there is no chance of cleaning up his house until the flood waters recede - but more rain is predicted. (Photo courtesy International Federation of Red Cross and RedCrescent Societies)

 Using the NASA Goddard climate computer model and aerosol data from 46 ground stations in China, Menon and  Hansen conducted four sets of computer simulations to monitor the effects of black carbon on the hydrologic cycle over China and India. The aerosol data from the Chinese ground stations were provided by Yunfeng Luo, a co-author on  the study from the Institute of Atmospheric Physics at the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

                      In the four numerical simulations, Menon and Hansen isolated specific factors,such as sea surface temperature, and concentrations of greenhouse gases and aerosols, and analyzed whether changes in those factors would be responsible for hydrologic cycle changes. 

                      Out of the four scenarios, the effect of increased amounts of soot over southern China created a "clear tendency" toward the flooding that has been occurring in southern China, and the increasing drought over northern China  that has persisted over the last several years. 

                      "If our interpretation is correct, then reducing the amount of black carbon or soot may help diminish the intensity of floods in the south and droughts in  the northern areas of China, in addition to having human health benefits," Hansen said. Research is now being conducted to verify a similar pattern over                      India. 

                      The desert regions of southern Mongolia and  northern China are visible in this true color

                      MODIS image acquired March 31, 2002. A haze of air pollution is visible over the middle and

                      lower right portion of the image. (Photo courtesy  Jacques Descloitres, MODIS Land Rapid Response Team, NASA/GSFC)

                      Black carbon or soot is generated from industrial pollution, traffic, outdoor fires and household burning of coal, wood and other biomass fuels. Soot is produced when these fuels are not  burned completely. 

                      China and India both produce large amounts of soot pollution because  much of their cooking and heating is done with wood, agricultural slash, cow dung and coal, at a low temperature that does not allow for complete combustion. 

                      These dark soot particles absorb sunlight, heating the air and reducing the amount of sunlight reaching the ground. The heated air makes the atmosphere  more unstable, creating rising air, or convection, which forms clouds and  brings rainfall to heavily polluted regions. When soot blocks the Sun's energy                      from reaching the ground, it can also reduce crop yields. 

                      The increase of rising air in southern China is balanced by an increase of sinking air, or subsidence, in northern China. When air sinks, clouds and rain cannot form, creating dry conditions. 

Much of the cooking and heating in China and India is  done with coal, like the fuel piled behind this hotel in Chengdu, Sichuan province.  (Photo courtesy U. of Minnesota)

In recent years, northern China has suffered from an increased severity of  dust storms, while  southern China has had  increased rainfall that is thought to be the largest change in precipitation trends since the year 950  AD. Menon and Hansen believe that human made sunlight absorbing soot  particles may be responsible for these changes. 

                      As soot heats the lower atmosphere over China some of this warm air can get   transported to the other regions of the world, causing surface warming in  distant locations. But the role that soot plays in global climate change may be  much more complex than this, argue scientists from the Georgia Institute of                      Technology. 

                      In a perspectives article published today with the NASA report on black carbon soot, atmospheric researchers at Georgia Tech describe some of the report's policy implications, arguing that the role of atmospheric soot particles  in global warming is not been well documented by current climate models. The  authors add that the newly understood impacts of soot support arguments to  shift more responsibility for curbing climate changing pollution to developing  nations such as China and India. 

                      In their perspectives article, George Tech professor William Chameides and assistant professor Michael Bergin point out the differences between black carbon soot and greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide and methane. For  instance, soot particles are removed from the atmosphere on time scales of                      weeks to months, while carbon dioxide lingers for hundreds of years. 

                      Thick layer of smog and smoke over China. July 11, 2002.  (Satellite photo courtesy U.S.                      National Aeronautics and Space  Administration (NASA))

                      The authors argue that  this finding could point toward a better near term control strategy for                      global warming than attempts to reduce carbon dioxide emissions.

                      "In the past, researchers have felt that soot didn't  really have a significant warming effect," said Bergin. "But as we've learned  more about the amount of black carbon emitted by countries like China and                      India, it appears now that soot could have important climate effects, and that  these effects may be almost as much as those of carbon dioxide." 

                      Most soot emissions come from developing nations such as India and China. If these emissions do in fact play a large role in global warming, that could  shift the pressure for environmental control to those nations, the authors  write. Industrialized nations like the United States are responsible for the bulk                      of carbon dioxide emissions. 

Breathing smoggy air containing  fine pollution particles can be as dangerous as breathing second  hand cigarette smoke. (Photo courtesy U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)   "From a policy standpoint,  the payoff for controlling  soot could be on the scale of  years rather than centuries,"  Bergin added. 

                      Efforts to control soot may also bring immediate improvements in human health, the Georgia Tech writers said, since the small particles thought to be  most active in affecting climate are the same particles that cause respiratory  distress when trapped deep in the lungs. The U.S. Environmental Protection  Agency has concluded that emissions from diesel engines, including soot,  increase cancer risks in humans. 

                      Little is known about the worldwide impact of soot emissions or even how  best to measure them, so new research will be needed before the role of black carbon emissions can be reliably assessed, the authors add. 

                      "There are a lot of possible atmospheric effects from soot," Bergin said. "We  really don't yet understand all the feedback cycles involved." 

                      Incompletely burned coal releases soot particles into the atmosphere. (Photo by David Parsons, courtesy National Renewable Energy Laboratory)

                      A key uncertainty is the amount of soot going into the atmosphere. Localized studies in China and India, where crops wastes are burned for heating and cooking, show very high levels. In developed nations, elevated soot levels are found  in urban areas - which have often been excluded from climate studies to avoid confusing global climate change with local urban heat island effects. 

                      "The nature of the particles and how they absorb light could be different,"  Bergin explained. "So one gram of soot from one part of the world could be  different from a gram of soot from another part of the world. We are really at  the beginning of trying to understand the influences of soot on climate. Right                      now, there is a great deal of uncertainty in any estimate of the climatological  impact of soot." 

__________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Environment Central to Protest of World Bank Meetings 

                      By Roxanne Khamsi 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, September 29, 2002 (ENS) - Dupont Circle was full to capacity this afternoon with several thousand people for a permitted rally protesting economic and environmental injustice, and the possibility of war in Iraq. The protest was part of a weekend of demonstrations timed to coincide                      with the annual meeting of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund. 

                      Passing the headquarters of many embassies along Massachusetts Avenue, protesters were watched by police and guards particularly in front of the embassies of Japan and Turkey. Chants of "Exxon, Mobile, BP, Shell, Take your war and go to hell," surged through the demonstrators, indicating their                      belief that any war in Iraq would be fought over oil supplies. 

                      Videographer (right) who was clubbed in the left eye this afternoon, harangues the police officer who hit her (Photo by Seattle Tom courtesy Indymedia)

                       Late in the afternoon,  some 3,000  demonstrators stopped  in front of Vice President's Dick  Cheney's residence.   Cheney did not  make an  appearance. Police  chased protesters into a wooded area, but no arrests were made, and  people dispersed peacefully. 

                      Several thousand people gathered Saturday by the Washington Monument to  protest the policies of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund. Both  institutions set conditions for loans and grants on projects that affect the  environment. 

                      Waving colorful banners and large puppets of world leaders, the  demonstrators listened to speeches against current globalization strategies, as  finance ministers from rich and developing countries met at the nearby IMF   headquarters to discuss the institution's agenda for the next six months. 

                      In contrast to the 649 arrests made during Friday's protests, police arrested  only four individuals in connection with Saturday's activities. 

                      At the rally a number of different activist groups voiced their objections to the  practices of the World Bank and IMF. Many expressed their concern over the growing trend to restructure the distribution and use of natural resources,  such as water. 

                      Rudolf Amenga-Etego of the Ghana National Coalition Against the Privatization of Water came to the demonstration to raise awareness about the  water situation that has arisen in his homeland. 

                      "Between June 2001 and August 2002 there has been a 95 percent increase in  water rates," he said. These rising prices carry life-threatening consequences  for the people in Ghana who cannot afford to keep up with the costs. 

                                                          Environmental protest sign  hangs on a police line

                                                          Saturday (Photo Chris Belcher courtesy Indymedia)

            Mobilization for Global  Justice, the group  responsible for  organizing   events,  called for the IMF and World Bank to cease  their custom of asking  poor countries to  restructure their economies to pay off                                                          debt and an end to corporate greed. The  group hosted environmental  organizations as part of a collection called the ECO-Bloc. 

                      Following a number of other speakers and music acts, Jen Krill of Rainforest Action Network took the main stage to protest the World Bank's intentions of  allowing countries such as Indonesia, Bolivia and Brazil to pay off their debts  by logging their forests. 

                      "This fall the World Bank is releasing their new policy which is going to allow  them to loan to countries to clear-cut tropical rainforests. World Bank lending  for logging has been banned for 10 years. This fall it's going to begin." Krill

                      said. 

                      Liz Butler of Forest Ethics echoed Krill's concerns, adding that the problem  reached beyond the meetings taking place at in the U.S. capitol this weekend. 

                      "It's not just about the IMF and World Bank. It's about corporate  globalization driving deforestation," she said. 

                      Environmental groups were dissatisfied with recent attempts made by the World Bank and IMF to address their demands for more socially responsible approaches to money lending. 

                      "What they're doing is changing a lot of words. They talk about the environment, but their policies support the same things as before," said  Ricardo Navarro, chairman of Friends of the Earth International. 

                      Toward the end of the speeches, attorney Ralph Nader, who was the Green Party candidate for President in the 2000 election, took the stage, drawing the crowd's attention and receiving many cheers of support. 

                      "The struggle between civic values and corporate, commercial values is the main collision in the world today," said Nader, who blamed land erosion, water  depletion and the expansion of acid rain on corporate technologies in his  speech. 

                      Marchers carry anti-oil signs.  (Photo by Ben Chadwick courtesy Indymedia)

                      After the rally, protestors began their  march, passing police  officers lined up on edge                      of the sidewalks in riot gear. 

                      One group walked with a "living river" made of banners of blue gauze to raise awareness about                      water rights. Others  chanted "Corporate greed has got to go!" and urged onlookers to join in the crowd. 

                      The march ended at Farragut Square, where speeches and music continued.  Police blockaded the edge of the park and prevented protestors from traveling  any further. 

                      Smaller groups of demonstrators managed to get past the police barrier and began gathering near the road exits of the IMF and World Bank headquarters  as part of a "direct action quarantine," which aimed to prevent delegates from leaving the building. 

                      Police confronted and moved some 20 protestors who had seated themselves in the street in order to prevent traffic movement, but the law enforcement officers did not arrest any of those individuals. 

                      Several blocks away at about seven in the evening, police did arrest two men and two women after finding them with smoke bombs and coffee cans  containing explosive components. The day's protests were otherwise peaceful and the heavy presence of law enforcement officials ensured that World Bank                      and IMF delegates were able to leave their meetings. 

______________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

October 1st, 2002

Study notes loss of traditional conservation knowledge in Africa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Traditional knowledge on the management and conservation of natural resources handed down generations in Africa is being obliterated by modernity and HIV/AIDS scourge, a study contends. According to the study undertaken by the Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group (ABCG), a consortium of international conservation bodies, HIV/AIDS has accelerated the harvesting and use of medicinal plants and poaching. The study cites increased poaching of turtle eggs in KwaZulu Natal, South Africa, as local people mistakenly believe it is a

cure for HIV/AIDS. "There has also been an increase in timber consumption for coffins such as in Kisumu, Kenya. In some areas, medicinal plants have been harvested unsustainably," the study reported following research carried out in Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Namibia and South Africa. According to ABCG consultant Jane Dwasi, communities are also losing knowledge of traditional methods of wildlife tracking and counting, which is very useful in assessing wildlife populations

and movements.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022053&dte=30/09/2002
Mauritian pupils campaign against plastic bags 

Port Louis, Maurice (PANA) - Mauritian pupils Monday stormed into shops and markets of Phoenix town to sensitize the public about the negative effects of plastic shopping bags on the environment. "The goal is to increase people's awareness of the fact that plastic bags and other plastic products are harmful to the environment when disposed of carelessly," said Kheswar Beeharry Panray. Panray is coordinator of the environment protection project at Medco Trinity High School in Phoenix, 20 km south of Port Louis.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng021987&dte=30/09/2002
Population Growth, Environmental Destruction, And Genocide

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Rapid population growth and extreme environmental degradation were closely linked to the outbreak of genocidal violence in Rwanda in 1994, according to an article in the September/October issue of World Watch magazine by James Gasana, who served as Rwanda's Minister of Agriculture and Environment in 1990-92, and Minister of Defence in 1992-93. While serving in the government, he collected statistics, which show that the conflict had much more complex roots than just deep ethnic hatred. "Gasana's detailed records on land ownership, soil fertility and hunger give us a stunning inside look at the root causes of Rwanda's tragic fall," said Ed Ayres, editor of World Watch. "This report takes us far beyond the usual broadbrush linkage of environmental problems and conflict." 

For the complete article, go to http://www.worldwatch.org/mag/ 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209300378.html
Food Crisis On SADC Agenda

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: A common Southern African Development Community (SADC) policy on genetically modified (GM) food aid could be on the agenda at a heads of state summit in Luanda, Angola, this week. This follows comments by Prega Ramsamy, the chief executive officer and executive secretary of SADC, that divergent views on GM food was hampering relief efforts. "The absence of a harmonised regional position on GMOs [genetically modified organisms] is creating operational problems with regard to movement of food and non-food items which may contain GMOs. This is particularly serious given the current humanitarian crisis," Ramsamy said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209300578.html
______________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
Asian Brown Cloud behind China's recent Drought, flood

Dawn (AFP, Paris), Sept 30, 2002 - The "Asian Brown Cloud", a vast haze of soot particle hovering over south Asia, is at least partly to blame for China's recent climatic disasters -- drought in the north and floods in the south -- according to a NASA study published this week in US journal Science.
…"Reducing the amount of black carbon, or soot, may help diminish the intensity of floods in the south and droughts in the northern areas of China, in addition to having human health benefits," Hansen said in a statement. 
…In August the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said the pollution haze was damaging agriculture, modifying rainfall patterns and endangering the population. 
Using global models to study the phenomenon, the UNEP said the cloud could reduce precipitation over northwest India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, western China and the western part of Central Asia by as much as between 20 and 40 percent. 
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200209/30/n2093013.htm#BODY4 

Also in  The Nation (Bangkok), Oct 1, 2002 : Soot tied to recent Asia disasters – Study finds link between haze and climate change


New Japan environment minister is a pro-whaling MP 
Reuters, Oct 1, 2002 - TOKYO - Japan's new environment minister, Shunichi Suzuki, tapped for the post yesterday, could well face the ire of environmental activists. 
Suzuki - son of former prime minister Zenko Suzuki - favours an end to a moratorium on commercial whaling and heads a group of pro-whaling lawmakers in the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) that lobbies to make that happen.
In May, just weeks before the meeting of the International Whaling Commission was held in Japan, Suzuki appeared at a rally of Japanese keen to see the resumption of commercial whaling.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/17982/story.htm 

KEY MINISTERS SURVIVE RESHUFFLE
Koizumi keeps 11 in new Cabinet; Yanagisawa ousted over bank plan
The Japan Times, Oct 1, 2002 - Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi on Monday reshuffled his 17-month-old Cabinet, replacing Financial Services Minister Hakuo Yanagisawa, apparently due to differences over a fresh injection of public funds into ailing banks.
…The new appointees are: 
Tadamori Oshima, farm minister.
Sadakazu Tanigaki, chairman of the National Public Safety Commission.
Shunichi Suzuki, environment minister.
Shigeru Ishiba, director general of the Defense Agency.
Yoshitada Konoike, minister in charge of disaster prevention.
Hiroyuki Hosoda, minister in charge of Okinawa and affairs related to northern territory.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?nn20021001a1.htm 

Coral disease of Great Barrier Reef “not serious’

The Nation (Bangkok, AFP Sydney), Oct 1, 2002 – Marine scientists yesterday played down the threat posed by a new disease found affecting coral on the Great Barrier Reef, the world’s largest living organism.

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority said the disease, labeled “white syndrome”, could be compared to flu in humans and did not represent a short term risk to the reef, one of Australia’s prime tourist attractions.

…”The disease challenges the idea of reef diseases being linked to pollution, like other coral diseases around the world,” the institute said…
 

ROAP Media Update –  30 September 2002

_____________________________________________________


Topical News Issues
13 Million Used Mobile Phones Thrown in Trash Each Year
The Korean Times (By Kim Deok-hyun, Staff Reporter), Sept 16, 2002 - Every year in Korea, some 13 million wireless phones are thrown in the trash, becoming a toxic and poisonous environmental pollutant and a waste of resources.
To combat this menace, the Secretariat of the Basel Convention under the United Nations Environment Program called Samsung Electronics, the world's third largest mobile phone retailer, to participate in its recycling program but was rebuffed by the chaebol, according to government officials. 
…Disappointed with Samsung Electronics' belligerence, the UNEP sent an official letter of collaboration to the Ministry of Environment, via the Korean Embassy in Geneva, according to a local newspaper report. 
However, Samsung Electronics officials denied the report. ``We received the letters from the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, but it is not true we ignored the call,’’ said a Samsung Electronics official who wished to remain anonymous. 
http://search.hankooki.com/search/search.api?UNEP;kt;http://www.hankooki.com/kt_tech/200209/t2002091618371345110.htm 

Clean-up campaign awaits volunteers
China Daily, (FU JING),  09/20/2002 - Millions of Chinese volunteers are expected to join forces to help beautify local areas in an annual global clean-up campaign today. 
More than 100 countries and regions in the world are set to participate in the 10th "Clean UP the World" campaign, scheduled to take place from today to Sunday. 
Over the next three days clean-up activities will be staged around the nation and people are encouraged to participate. 
Shanghai, Tianjin, Beijing and Chongqing will take the lead, said Hao Shengkun, president of China Association of Urban Environmental Sanitation. 
The global activity originated in Australia 12 years ago when Ian Kiernan, an ordinary Australian builder and solo yachtsman, had a simple idea to make a difference in his own backyard - Sydney Harbour. 
This simple idea has now become the nation's largest community-based environmental event: Clean Up Australia Day. 
With the support of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Clean Up the World was launched in 1993. 
http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2002-09-20/87003.html 


Delay in biosafety laws causes Rs8bn loss annually 

Dawn (Pakistan -  By Khaleeq Kiani) - ISLAMABAD, Sept 27: The Ministry of Science and Technology has protested over the inordinate delay in the approval of biosafety laws that was causing losses worth billions of rupees every year to the national economy. 
The National Commission on Biotechnology (NCB) is estimating that approval of biotechnology laws could save up to Rs3 billion out of Rs8 billion currently spent on pesticides for cotton crop alone every year. 
…The biosafety guidelines were prepared and finalized by a national biosafety experts committee set by the environment ministry through a gazette notification. 
"The guidelines have been evaluated by all the provinces, civil society, NGOs and all other stakeholders and finally reviewed by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)," said Dr Kausar Malik (SI.TI) in the letter.
http://www.dawn.com/2002/09/28/nat28.htm 

STUDY SAYS BLACK CARBON EMISSIONS IN CHINA AND INDIA HAVE CLIMATE CHANGE

EFFECTS

ENNBlack carbon soot from coal burning, diesel engines, open fires, and other sources is contributing to global warming and climate change in China and India, researchers report.  A study appearing in Friday's issue of the Science magazine is based on computer modeling at the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies by researchers Surabi Menon and James 

Hansen.Source: Associated Press
http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/09/09272002/ap_48549.asp
Indonesia says graft hampers foreign help on haze 

Reuters, Sept 30, 2002 – INDONESIA: PONTIANAK, Indonesia - Indonesia's environment minister said on a visit to the smoke-choked island of Borneo corruption was blocking the international help needed to tackle forest fires.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/17948/story.htm 


World Bank pulls out as logging rife
Bangkok Post (Jakarta, dpa), Sept 30, 2002 – The world Bank will close its last remaining forestry conservation project in Indonesia because of rampant illegal logging in what is supposed to be a protected park, according to reports yesterday in Indonesian media.
World Bank’s assistance for a conservation project at Kerinci Seblat National Park in Padang, Sumatra, will officially end today and will not be continued, according to a World Bank official involved in the project…..

PNG GROUPS URGE WORLD BANK TO KEEP LOGGING REVIEWS

ENS, Sept, 27 (By Bob Burton) - CANBERRA, Australia, September 27, 2002 (ENS) - Papua New Guinea environmental and community development groups fear the World Bank will buckle to lobbying by the logging industry and agree to retreat from commitments it made to protect landowners and environmental values of the country's rainforests.

http://ens-news.com/ens/sep2002/2002-09-27-02.asp 

Extinction fears for Nepal's dolphins
The Daily Telegraph, Sept 30, 2002 - KATHMANDU: Nepal, home to the tallest mountains in the world, is losing a resource thousands of metres below – rare dolphins that swim in the kingdom's rivers. 
Nepal's dolphins, who are between 1.5 and 4.5 metres long, and weigh between 150kg and 200kg, are on the verge of extinction as a fast-growing population encroaches on their habitat. 
The endangered mammals are found in only four of Nepal's rivers, all in the Kailali district 480km west of the capital Kathmandu.
http://www.dailytelegraph.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5936,5191333%255E703,00.html 

Warning on influx of `dirty factories' - Regulations needed to deal with the risk 
Bangkok Post, Sept 29, 2002 (Kultida Samabuddhi) - Thailand should be prepared to deal with an influx of ``dirty factories'' from rich countries trying to meet obligations agreed on at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, an academic has warned.
A national body and new regulations were needed to deal with the risk that dirty industries in developed countries would flee pollution controls there to developing countries where controls are not as stringent.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/290902_News/29Sep2002_news10.html 

_______________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Noon Guest

           The guest at our briefing today will be Toshiyuki Niwa, who is the Assistant Secretary-General in the Department of Management, and he will be here to talk to you about the Capital Master Plan.  [Mr. Niwa’s briefing is being issued separately.]

           **Iraq

           This morning in Vienna, Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohammed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), met with an Iraqi delegation, headed by Dr. Amir Al-Sadi, to discuss practical arrangements for the return of the UN weapons inspectors.

           Today’s talks were a first reading of all the issues on the agenda, and they will continue tomorrow, and are expected to conclude in the afternoon.

           Blix spoke to reporters on his way into the talks this morning, and said they were designed to deal with issues  like access to sites, entry into Iraq, the inspectors’ headquarters facility in Baghdad and the movement of inspectors.

           He said he would report to the Security Council this Thursday about the talks, adding, “Of course, you realize that it is the Security Council that wants to have the first news, and therefore I am a little restrained in what I say here”.

           The Secretary-General this morning spoke briefly to reporters, who asked him about his views concerning possible Security Council action on Iraq.  He noted that the Council has not yet had the chance to see a US proposal concerning a resolution, and said he was waiting to see what would eventually emerge from the Council.  He said of the Council, “I expect them to work this out and come up with an acceptable resolution.”

           **Middle East

           Yesterday afternoon, this office put out a statement which said that the Secretary-General welcomed the  decision of the Government of Israel to lift the siege of Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat’s Ramallah compound.

           The Secretary-General strongly believes that both sides should fully implement Security Council resolution 1435 immediately and return to the negotiating table.  The best path away from violence and stalemate is through the road map set out by the Quartet in its 17 September communiqué, which aims for a complete end of violence, theearly establishment of a Palestinian State with provisional borders and a just and comprehensive settlement to the conflict.

           UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Terje Roed Larsen was with President Arafat yesterday as Israel lifted the siege.  Larsen emphasized to reporters that we must now use the lifting of the siege as a springboard to fulfilling the rest of resolution 1435, including the cessation of all violence and Israel's withdrawal to pre-September 2000 lines.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General - issued Saturday.

           On Saturday we issued a statement concerning the boat tragedy off the coast of West Africa.  The Secretary-General is deeply saddened by the news that hundreds of people are feared drowned after a Senegalese passenger ferry capsized off the coast of Gambia in a violent storm.

           He expresses his heartfelt condolences to the Government, families and friends of the victims.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding consultations on the work of its 1267 Sanctions Committee, which deals with the sanctions on Al Qaeda, the Taliban and their associates.  Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia briefed on the work of that committee, which he chairs.

           Out as a document on the racks today is the final report of the group monitoring those sanctions, chaired by Michael Chandler, who has already briefed you on that document.

           And to recap, the Council took up the Democratic Republic of the Congo in consultations Friday afternoon.  A draft resolution was introduced.

           Following the late afternoon session, Council President Stefan Tafrov of Bulgaria read two press statements -- one on the DRC welcoming the measures announced by Uganda, Angola, Zimbabwe and Rwanda for the fullwithdrawal of their troops, and another on the Middle East in which Council members called for the full implementation of the latest resolution.

           Finally, today is the last day of the Bulgarian presidency of the Security Council, and Cameroon takes over that function tomorrow.

           **Sudan -- Oshima

           Kenzo Oshima, Emergency Relief Coordinator and Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, is beginning today a 12-day mission to Sudan, Kenya, Ethiopia and Eritrea.

           On the first leg of his mission, to Sudan and Kenya, Mr. Oshima will be meeting with senior officials from the Government of Sudan and the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement.  He will also meet with the UN country team, and representatives from the donor and non-governmental organization communities. 

           He will be accompanied by the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs for Sudan, Ambassador Tom Eric Vraalsen.

           Issues to be discussed include humanitarian access to people in need, the safety of civilians and aid workers, and ways to assure the smooth functioning of one of the world’s largest humanitarian operations. 

           There is a press advisory on the mission available in the Spokesman’s Office.

           And on return, Mr. Oshima is scheduled to brief you here on 14 October.

           **Millennium Declaration

           Tomorrow morning, at 10:30, the Secretary-General will brief you in this room, to outline the steps being taken by the United Nations and its partners to help accelerate the progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals, agreed to by world leaders two years ago at the special Millennium Summit of the General Assembly.  He will  be joined by UN Development Programme Administrator Mark Malloch Brown.

           In his recent report to the General Assembly about the international community’s implementation of the  Millennium Declaration during the past two years, the Secretary-General said the record was “at best, mixed”, and said that progress must be made on a much broader front over the next 13 years.  “Otherwise”, he wrote, “the ringing words of the Declaration will serve only as grim reminders of human needs neglected and promises unmet”.

           The Secretary-General will brief the Assembly on that report this Friday, and, at tomorrow’s press conference,  he will tell you about the record so far and ways that the United Nations is trying to ensure that more progress is made on the Millennium Development Goals by 2015.

           We have a press kit upstairs, the press release is embargoed until 10:30 tomorrow morning, and it contains more information about the implementation of the Millennium Declaration.

           Because of the Secretary-General’s press conference, we will not have a noon briefing tomorrow, but the Highlights will be posted, and hand-outs will be available in my office, as well.

           **ICT Task Force

           The Secretary-General this morning opened the third meeting of the UN Information and Communication Technologies Task Force, saying he was pleased that the Task Force would use this meeting to place a particular  focus on the need to use such technologies to further development in Africa.

           He said that information and communications technology is not “a magic formula that is going to solve all the  problems”, but he stressed that it can be a powerful tool for economic growth and poverty eradication.  What is needed, he said, is to use low-cost technologies to provide cheap, fast, and eventually free access to the Internet.

           He said, “Now is the time to think of partnerships and initiatives that will make a difference on the ground”.   We have copies of his statement upstairs.

           **Bosnia

           The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia has unsealed its indictment against Ljubomir  Borovcanin, a former Bosnian Serb Army official, who is accused of complicity to commit genocide, crimes against  humanity and war crimes, particularly for his alleged involvement in the killings of thousands of Bosnian Muslim men and boys in Srebrenica in 1995.  The Tribunal today issued a press release with more details.

           Also from Bosnia, the UN Mission in that country and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe  (OSCE) investigated allegations of human rights violations in the prison at Zenica, and have issued a release saying  that their investigation does not support allegations that any Croat prisoners detained there had been forced to convert to Islam.  (One inmate who was interviewed said he had converted to Islam freely, without any pressure.)

           **Rwanda

           The former prefect of Kigali-Ville, Colonel Tharcisse Renzaho, was arrested yesterday in Kinshasa, becoming  the first genocide suspect indicted by the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda to be arrested in the Democratic  Republic of the Congo.  He has been transferred to the Tribunal’s detention facility in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania.

           Tribunal Registrar Adama Dieng, who was in Kinshasa, praised DRC President Joseph Kabila’s commitment to help the Tribunal identify and arrest other suspects who are still at large.

           We have a press release on that.

           **Democratic People's Republic of Korea

           The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) will have to halt cereal distributions in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea because of a slump in donations.  WFP said that 3 million hungry women, children and elderly people would be affected, with an additional 1.5 million people to run out of rations from the beginning of next year unless substantial fresh pledges are made soon.

           In October, WFP will be forced to stop cereal distributions to nearly half a million kindergarten children and a  quarter of a million pregnant and nursing women, who presently receive 350 and 650 grams a day respectively.  In  November, nearly a million nursery children will no longer be given their 160-grams a day entitlement.

           WFP said that it urgently needed more than 100,000 tonnes of cereals to cover its requirements for the remainder of the year and through January of next year.  It urges donors to do their utmost to limit the damage.

           **Press Releases

           Finally, two press releases to mentions:  The Human Rights Committee last week considered a number of cases brought before it by individuals claiming breaches of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  In one of these cases, Wackenheim v. France, the complainant, a dwarf employed in discotheques in France, claimed that he was unable to continue his employment as the object of “dwarf tossing” because the practice had been banned  by the French courts.  The Committee upheld the ban imposed by France, saying that it was  satisfied that the ban on dwarf tossing was not abusive but “necessary in order to protect public order…including considerations of human dignity which are compatible with the aims of the Covenant”.  We have more in a press

     release.

           A second press release is from the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee of the Rotterdam Convention on   prior informed consent that is meeting this week in Bonn.  The meeting will decide whether to add the insecticide  monocrotophos to the list of pesticides and industrial chemicals subject to procedures under the Convention.  These insecticides, which are used in many developing countries, particularly in Asia, are highly toxic to humans, birds andanimals and safer alternatives exist for all combinations of pests and crops now targeted.  We have a joint press

     release from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)  with more information.

           Mr. Niwa, do you want to come up here and join me?  Any questions before we go to Richard?

           Okay.  Richard.

           **Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Thank you.  Good afternoon.

           This morning the First Committee began a general debate on all disarmament and related international  security agenda items at which Jayantha Dhanapala, Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, made a statement.  The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) began a general debate on all  decolonization items and the Second Committee began its general debate with a statement by Nitin Desai,   Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs.  Also the Third Committee began consideration of items on  “Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice” and “International Drug Control”.

           As you know, the Capital Master Plan has been issued today in document A/57/285.  We look forward to Mr.  Niwa’s briefing on that.

           A round table on the theme Disarmament in Conflict Prevention will take place tomorrow at 1:15 in Conference  Room 4.  The panel will include representatives from the Missions of Mexico and Sierra Leone.  Also from the Bonn International Centre for Conversion and the UN Institute for Disarmament Research among others.  That’s inConference Room 4 tomorrow on Disarmament in Conflict Prevention.

           The General Assembly will meet in plenary session next on Thursday on the appointment of a member of the Joint Inspection Unit and election of 18 members of the Economic and Social Council.  And next Friday, 4 October, the General Assembly will hold a joint debate on the follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit and the report  of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization.

           Thank you.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

           Any questions for Richard?  If not, it’s a pleasure now to go to Toshiyuki Niwa, the Assistant

     Secretary-General in the Department of Management, who wants to talk to you about the latest version of the Capital  Master Plan.

                                              * *** * ____________________________________________________________________________

Daily Highlights

30 September 2002

 UN-Iraq talks open in Vienna on practical arrangements for return of inspectors 30 September – Senior representatives of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) as well as the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) opened talks today in Vienna  with Iraqi officials on practical arrangements for the return of UN weapons   inspectors to the country following a nearly four-year absence. FULL STORY>> 

                                        Annan welcomes results of West African summit meeting on Côte  d'Ivoire                                        30 September – Following "with deep concern" the developments in Côte d'Ivoire, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the results of a regional summit held over the weekend to address the recent volatile  developments in the country. FULL STORY>> 

                           Despite international action, Al-Qaida ‘fit and well,’ ready to strike, UN report warns                           30 September – Despite international action to contain Al-Qaida, the terrorist network retains its                      financial support and remains a deadly threat, according to a United Nations report released today.                          FULL STORY>> 

                           Governments discuss banning toxic pesticide at UN-organized meeting  30 September – Governments at a United Nations-organized meeting in Bonn, Germany, are contemplating adding a highly toxic pesticide to the list of those controlled under an international  treaty. FULL STORY>> 

                                      Annan urges States to adopt cost-effective refurbishment of   deteriorating UN complex  30 September – Responding to the deterioration of the United Nations Headquarters                            building in New York, Secretary-General Kofi Annan is calling on Member States to  adopt a cost-effective planned refurbishment effort. FULL STORY>>                          

 UN panel adopts findings on individual complaints of human rights violations  30 September – Having heard cases brought by individuals against States parties to an international   treaty on civil and political rights, a United Nations panel has found violations in seven cases while   determining no breaches of the accord in three others, including one involving a complaint against a  court ban in France on dwarf tossing. FULL STORY>> 

                           UN panel examines boosting information, communication technologies in Africa                    30 September – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today said he was pleased that a                           UN expert group on information and communication technologies was using its latest meeting to  focus on developing such know-how in Africa. FULL STORY>> 

                           UN agencies team up in project to donate used computers to Brazil's poorest 30 September – Two United Nations agencies have teamed up in a project to donate used computers to  Brazil's poorest as part of the effort to help bridge the digital gulf between those connected to the  Internet and those who did not even have access to a computer. FULL STORY>> 

                                      Senior UN relief official in Africa for talks on humanitarian  emergencies                                      30 September – Seeking to improve the national and international response to major  humanitarian emergencies in parts of Africa, a top United Nations relief official  arrived on the continent today for talks with government officials and civil society groups. FULL STORY>> 

                           Charges of rights violations in Bosnia and Herzegovina prison unfounded - UN    mission                           30 September – The United Nations Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) and the           Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) have found no evidence to support                          allegations that any



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Renewable" ��ENS - U.S., United Nations Support Renewable Energy Projects


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��Agence France Presse  - Pollution contributed to China floods and droughts …�


� HYPERLINK  \l "pesticide" ��Reuters -UN environment agency seeks tough pesticide curbs�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bonn" ��Deutsche Presse-Agentur - Officials meet in Bonn to consider insecticide ban�


� HYPERLINK  \l "India" ��ENS - India to Welcome Climate Change Delegates 
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