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New York Times: Flower of Africa: A Curse That's Blowing in the Wind

By MARC LACEY 

7 April 2005


NAIROBI, Kenya, April 1 - Surrounded by all the asphalt and car fumes of this overgrown African capital, hidden among the tin-roof shacks in the sprawling slums and the forested parklands, there are some rather beautiful blooms. 

In and around overpopulated Nairobi, one can spot the tiny purple and white flowers of the knotweed, or the bright yellow blooms of the blackjack weed or the elongated appendages of the devil's horsewhip. "The beauty and almost infinite variety of our wildflowers is one of the greatest pleasures for the traveler in East Africa," Teresa Sapieha wrote in her 1989 book "Wayside Flowers of East Africa." 

But this is a story of a different kind of flower, which also comes in many colors but lacks the beauty of the many varieties discovered in nature by Ms. Sapieha. All over Nairobi, and all over Africa, are ugly artificial blooms that mar the landscape and that environmentalists want plucked up and removed. 

These flowers are cheap, thin plastic bags that are tossed to the ground by consumers. This kind of litter has reached a critical mass in Kenya - clogging streams, choking animals and piling up into little mountains of disease.

These bags are different from the ones that Westerners carry their groceries in from the neighborhood supermarket; the Kenyan bags are so thin they barely hold a few mangoes or a few pounds of corn meal without tearing.

Their delicate nature makes reuse impossible and leads to their frequent introduction into nature, where experts say they tend to remain without breaking down for somewhere around 1,000 years. The bags are so pervasive in this part of the world that many have taken to calling them "African flowers," as if they were local varieties of roses or bougainvillea.

"You can't miss these bags," said Clive Mutunga, an environmental economist in Kenya who is seeking to clean up the mess. "It's gotten to the point where it's almost become our national flower."

Wangari Maathai, the assistant environmental minister in Kenya and 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, says the sacks provide a breeding place for malarial mosquitoes, helping spread one of the continent's major killers.

"I'm not saying don't use plastics at all," Dr. Maathai said recently as she extolled the virtues of more homegrown bags, like those made of sisal or cotton, or the traditional baskets, which were what people used before plastic came along.

A recent study by the National Environmental Management Authority and the Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis estimated that more than 100 million light polythene bags, many of them thinner than 30 microns, are handed out each year in Kenyan supermarkets, which is more than 4,000 tons of the bags every month. The study recommended banning the thin bags, which are believed to make up most of the litter. Other bags, it said, should be taxed to provide a financial incentive for bag manufacturers to come up with more environmentally friendly alternatives.

The tax could then go to support recycling efforts, which are not common in Africa, says the report, which was financed by the United Nations Environment Program.

The report notes that there would be some job losses if Kenya outlawed the manufacture of plastic bags, which is a booming industry here that supplies all of East Africa. But it notes that other jobs would probably be created among cotton bag manufacturers. Nairobi's street children and others might also earn some income from picking up plastics if a recycling program was started. 

Kenya, which profits from the many tourists who come to witness its pristine landscape, is not the first African country to try to clean up its act. Rwanda recently banned plastic bags that are less than 100 microns thick and it took such a tough enforcement stand that the police would dump out the goods on the road if they found shoppers with them. "The black plastic bag has disappeared from Kigali," the United Nations Environment Program said, referring to the capital of Rwanda in a recent statement on the issue.

South Africa has also imposed a ban on bags thinner than 30 microns, which are so flimsy that one's finger can easily pierce them. Other more durable bags are taxed by South Africa, which gives some of the revenue to a plastic bag recycling company.

Somaliland, a breakaway state in northwestern Somalia, outlawed plastic bags as well, although passing the law has not appeared to put much of a dent in the problem there. In local parlance, the plastic bags there are called "Hargeisa flowers" because they pop up everywhere in and around Hargeisa, the Somaliland capital. "The bags have not only become an environmental problem, but also an eyesore," Abdillahi Duale, Somaliland's information minister, recently told the United Nations News Service. 

Eliminating the bags is regarded primarily as a task that falls on shopkeepers. Nakumatt Holdings, one of Kenya's largest supermarkets, has said it backs the effort to clean up the country's landscape.

But the problem lies as well with the consumers throwing them into the wind. Kenya is considering an antilittering campaign not unlike its other public service campaigns - encouraging people to use condoms, pay their taxes, drive safely and seek a woman's consent before sex.

To reach the next generation of potential litterers, the United Nations Environmental Program has produced a children's book in which a little boy named Theo alerts all the grown-ups around his town to the menace of discarded plastic bags by collecting them and rolling them into a ball that soon grows bigger than he is.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: UNEP calls for healthy environment for mothers and children


    NAIROBI, April 7 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has called for a healthy environment for mothers and children on Thursday, according to a UNEP statement on the occasion of the World Health Day 2005. 

    In 1948, the First World Health Assembly called for the creation of a "World Health Day." Since 1950, World Health Day hasbeen celebrated on the 7th of April of each year. 


    The slogan for World Health Day 2005 is "Make every mother and child count," which reflects the reality that today, the health ofwomen and children is not a high enough priority for many governments and the international community. 

    It is well established that environmental hazards are among themajor causes of global death and disease, and that the burden falls disproportionately on women and young children, especially in less developed countries, said the UNEP statement.

Much UNEP work addresses this issue, for example, by promoting environmentally sound technologies for freshwater and sanitation provision, clean energy solutions to combat indoor and outdoor airpollution, or through its wide-ranging programs to mitigate chemical and hazardous waste pollution, it said. 

    UNEP is also working with the Canadian government and the WorldHealth Organization on the Health and Environment Linkages Initiative to improve decision making related to protecting ecosystems and the goods and services they provide to society. 

    The Initiative emphasizes that protecting environmental health must be integrated with sustaining economic growth and improving livelihoods in developing countries.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Scoop.co.nz: Millions Of Maternal And Child Deaths Preventable, UN Says On World Health Day

UN Press Release [also on Harold Doan and Associates, News-Medical.net, Yuba Net, ...]

Friday, 8 April 2005, 12:05 pm
With more than half a million women dying in pregnancy or childbirth each year and nearly 11 million children succumbing annually before their fifth birthday, the United Nations system today devoted this year’s World Health Day to the hundreds of millions of women and children who have no access to potentially life-saving care. 

“This is a public health crisis and a moral outrage,” UN Population Fund (UNFPA) Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid said in a message stressing that far too many women are deprived of access to basic health services that are fundamental to the fulfilment of their human rights. 

“Let us move from lines in speeches to budget lines,” she added, calling for a sharp increase in cost-effective interventions that have been shown to work, such as skilled medical attendants for delivery which would reduce maternal deaths by nearly 75 per cent, or simple family planning services that could cut maternal mortality by 25 per cent and child deaths by 20 per cent. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) adopted by world leaders at a UN summit five years ago pledged to reduce maternal deaths by three quarters and cut child mortality by two thirds by 2015. But, he said in his message, “while there has been progress in some regions, there has been stagnation in others. 

“In some countries, progress has even been reversed. World Health Day is an opportunity to highlight the problem, but above all, to stimulate action. It is an occasion to call on all partners – governments, international donors, civil society, the private sector, the media, families and individuals alike – to develop sustainable activities for the survival, health and well-being of mothers and children.” 

In an annual report published to mark the day, the World Health Organization (WHO) said the death toll could be sharply reduced through wider use of “key interventions” and a “continuum of care” approach to mother and child that begins before pregnancy and extends through childbirth and into the baby’s childhood. 

According to “The World Health Report 2005 – Make every mother and child count,” almost 90 per cent of all deaths among children under five are attributable to just six causes – such as birth asphyxia and infections, diarrhoea and measles – that are largely avoidable through existing care that is simple, affordable and effective. 

While this requires massive investment in health systems, “this approach has the potential to transform the lives of millions of people,” WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said. “Giving mothers, babies and children the care they need is an absolute imperative.” 

The report estimated that out of 136 million births each year worldwide, less than two thirds of women in less developed countries and only one third in the least developed countries have their babies delivered by a skilled attendant. More than 3 million babies are stillborn and more than 4 million newborns die within the first days or weeks of life. 

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) highlighted environmental hazards as a major cause of global death and disease, with the burden falling disproportionately on women and young children, especially in less developed countries. 

It stressed the importance of promoting environmentally sound technologies for freshwater and sanitation provision, clean energy solutions to combat indoor and outdoor air pollution, and wide-ranging programmes to mitigate chemical and hazardous waste pollution. 

And the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) underscored its role in helping developing countries acquire the radiation therapy that will be needed to treat 175 million of the estimated 260 million new cancer cases that will need such care over the next 20 years. 

“We are working to apply nuclear techniques where they will count the most, to enhance the lives of people around the globe," IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei said in describing the peaceful applications of nuclear technology supported by his agency, such as low-cost screening methods for hepatitis C and congenital hypothyroidism, detecting drug resistance in malaria and tuberculosis cases, monitoring nutritional problems and improving management of food supplementation programmes. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Deutschland Radio : "Deutschland hat unendlich viel Energie"

6. April 2005
Start einer Kampagne für erneuerbare Energien

Von Dieter Nürnberger

Die ehemalige Zeche Zollverein in Essen wurde schon bald nach ihrem Bau im Jahr 1932 zur leistungsstärksten Kohlenzeche weltweit. Mehr als 50 Jahre lieferte sie Energie. Eine geeignete Kulisse also, wenn Bundesumweltminister Jürgen Trittin und UNO-Umweltdirektor Klaus Töpfer eine Kampagne für erneuerbare Energien starten. Es geht um neue Ziele beim Ausbau von Wind-, Bio- und Solarenergie. 
Auch bei den erneuerbaren Energien gilt hierzulande oft das St. Florians-Prinzip: Grundsätzlich ja, aber bitte nicht vor der eigenen Haustür. Diesen Eindruck haben zumindest die Betreiber von Windkraft, Sonnenenergie oder auch von Biogasanlagen. Und deshalb startet heute die neue Kampagne - "Deutschland hat unendlich viel Energie". Acht Branchenverbände oder auch Hersteller haben sich hier zusammengetan, finanziell unterstützt vom Umwelt- und auch vom Verbraucherschutzministerium. Der heutige Kampagnenauftakt in der Zeche Zollverein in Essen ist dabei nicht zufällig - der Übergang hin zu einer modernen Energiegewinnung lässt sich so exemplarisch darstellen. Simone Peter, die Kampagnenleiterin.

Umfragen zeigen ja immer wieder, dass erneuerbare Energien durchaus einen Bonus bei der Bevölkerung haben. Wenn es dann aber um die konkrete Windanlage vor der Haustür geht, dann wird es schwieriger, eine Akzeptanz zu schaffen. Die Kampagne soll den Gesamtzusammenhang klar machen. Erneuerbare Energien stehen für Klimaschutz, für die Schaffung von Arbeitsplätzen, sie sichern die Versorgung, und helfen einfach eine umweltfreundlichere, sozialverträglichere und nachhaltigere Entwicklung zu schaffen.

Zum Start wird auch Klaus Töpfer, der Leiter des UNO-Umweltprogramms erwartet. Der CDU-Politiker war früher Umweltminister in Deutschland, und auch Jürgen Trittin, der jetzige Amtsinhaber, wird kommen. Die noch relativ junge Branche der erneuerbaren Energien ist aufgrund einer neuen Ausrichtung in der Politik entstanden. Man wolle nicht nur Windräder bauen, sondern auch erklären warum, sagt Johannes Lackmann, der Präsident des Bundesverbandes Erneuerbare Energien. Denn längst sei diese Form der Energiegewinnung ein positiver Wirtschaftsfaktor.

Ganz neue Technologien werden erarbeitet werden, vor allem Technologievorsprünge im internationalen Bereich. Es entstehen nicht nur Arbeitsplätze, um den heimischen Bedarf zu decken. Sondern es entstehen auch Arbeitsplätze für den Export. Und wir gehen davon aus, dass dieser Anteil bis 2020 auf 70 Prozent steigt. Bei der Windenergie werden schon 60 Prozent der Komponenten ins Ausland geliefert. Das bedeutet dann, dass wir bis 2020 etwa 500.000 Arbeitsplätze in diesen Sektoren haben werden. 

Derzeit sind es rund 130.000 Arbeitsplätze. Am Nachmittag wird zudem die Essener Deklaration der Öffentlichkeit vorgestellt. Die Branche setzt sich hierbei Langfristziele. Einiges ist schon bekannt, etwa die Vorgabe bis 2020 20 Prozent des gesamten Energiebedarfs an Strom, Wärme und auch Kraftstoffen hierzulande abzudecken. Aufhorchen lässt allerdings die Ankündigung, auch Investitionen in Höhe von etwa 200 Milliarden Euro zu tätigen. Deutschland müsse - so heißt es - Technologie- und Innovationsführer in diesem Bereich bleiben. Simone Peter.

Ein durchschnittliches Branchenwachstum von 10 Prozent - das sind Zuwachsraten, wie sie kaum eine andere Branche in Deutschland erreichen kann. Oder Klimaschutz: Allein über die erneuerbaren Energien können die Kyoto-Klimaschutzziele der Bundesregierung erreicht werden. Die Einsparung an Öl-, Gas- und Kohlevorkommen - wir werden in den kommenden Jahren massive Probleme haben, diese Ressourcen auch in unserem Land zu bekommen. Wir können Importe in einer Größenordnung von 20 Milliarden Euro einsparen. Das sind Dimensionen, die erneuerbare Energien in ein ganz anderes Licht stellen.

Mit der Reform des Erneuerbare-Energien-Gesetzes wurde nach langem Streit im vergangenen Jahr die staatliche Förderung reformiert, teilweise auch zurückgefahren, da inzwischen wirtschaftlicher kalkuliert werden kann. Diese Tendenz werde anhalten, verspricht Johannes Lackmann vom Bundesverband Erneuerbare Energien.

Wir fordern zunächst mal eine volkswirtschaftlich korrekte Betrachtung der Kostensituation. Konventionelle Energien sind viel mehr gefördert worden als neue Energien. Die Kundenpreise decken dabei nicht die Gesamtkosten ab, da stecken noch viele staatliche Subventionsmilliarden zusätzlich drin. Und selbst wenn wir uns mit diesem verzerrten Strompreisniveau vergleichen, werden wir bis 2020 mit vielen erneuerbaren Energien billiger sein, als mit Kohle, Öl oder Gas. 

Die Entwicklung der erneuerbaren Energien in Deutschland sei eine Erfolgsgeschichte - mit der Kampagne soll diese Botschaft nun Jeden erreichen. 

__________________________________________________________________________

NGO-Online: Arbeit aus Energie


Milliardeninvestitionen in Erneuerbare Energien bis 2020 in Deutschland
(ngo/07.04.2005) Unternehmen aus dem Bereich der Erneuerbaren Energien wollen in den nächsten 15 Jahren in Deutschland 200 Milliarden Euro investieren. Das kündigte die Branche im Beisein von UN-Generaldirektor Klaus Töpfer und Bundesumweltminister Jürgen Trittin in Essen an. Bis heute habe die Branche bereits 130.000 Arbeitsplätze geschaffen. Im Jahr 2020 sollen es mehr als eine halbe Million sein. Töpfer: "Mit dem Aufbau des neuen Industriezweiges hat Deutschland sich eine Vorreiterrolle im internationalen Vergleich gesichert." Trittin: "Die Erneuerbaren Energien stärken den Energiestandort Deutschland und machen unsere Energieversorgung zukunftsfähig." 
     In einer gemeinsamen Deklaration setzten sich Verbände und Unternehmen weitere ehrgeizige Ziele. Bis 2020 erwartet die Branche darin ein jährliches Wachstum von über 10 Prozent, ein Exportvolumen von 15 Milliarden Euro pro Jahr und die Senkung der Kosten für Erneuerbare Energien im Mittel um 40 Prozent. Die neue Schlüsselindustrie wird den nationalen Ausstoß des Treibhausgases Kohlendioxyd (CO2)-Ausstoß in fünfzehn Jahren um 270 Millionen Tonnen jährlich reduzieren und Deutschland jedes Jahr Öl-, Gas- und Kohleimporte im Wert von 20 Milliarden Euro ersparen.
     Gemeinsam erklärten Vertreter von Windenergie, Wasserkraft, Solarenergie, Bioenergie und Erdwärme, bis zum Zieljahr 2020 mehr als zwanzig Prozent des deutschen Bedarfes an Strom, Wärme und Kraftstoffen zu decken. Johannes Lackmann, Präsident des Bundesverbandes Erneuerbare Energie: "Die Branche der Erneuerbaren Energien hat begonnen, eines der größten Investitionspakete in der Geschichte der Bundesrepublik Deutschland umzusetzen. Mit dem Ausbau der Erneuerbaren Energien werden zukunftsfähige Jobs geschaffen, Milliardenkosten für Energieimporte eingespart und Schäden an Mensch und Umwelt vermieden. Auch das Ziel, bis 2020 die nationalen CO2-Emissionen um 40 Prozent zu senken, ist mit dem weiteren kräftigen Ausbau der Erneuerbaren Energien problemlos erreichbar."
     Die Unterzeichung der Branchenziele in der Essener Zeche Zollverein war Höhepunkt der Auftaktveranstaltung zur bundesweiten Kampagne "Deutschland hat unendlich viel Energie". In einer auf drei Jahre angelegten Informationskampagne will die Erneuerbare-Energien-Branche überparteilich über Hintergründe und Zukunftsperspektiven informieren. Schirmherr der Kampagne ist Prof. Klaus Töpfer. Träger sind die Verbände und Unternehmen der Erneuerbaren Energien. Bundesumweltministerium und Bundesverbraucherschutzministerium unterstützen die Kampagne.

 ____________________________________________________________________________

The East African Standard: Habitat Urges States to Halt Growth of Slums
7 April 2005

The number of slum dwellers has risen by 50 million across the world in the last two years, the United Nations has said.

UN-Habitat Executive Director, Mrs Anna Tibaijuka, warned that unless there were urgent interventions, the slum population would triple from the current billion people by 2050.

Speaking in Nairobi, Mrs Tibaijuka urged governments to immediately halt the rapid growth of slums by reducing by half the population in the shanties by 2020. 

She attributed the growth of slums across the world to growing poverty, which she referred to as "a slow-motion tsunami, many times more destructive of lives and livelihoods than all the world's natural disasters and wars combined".

"The urbanisation that now sweeps the developing world rides on this poverty. some of the vast slums of today now constitute whole cities, they are characterised by hopelessness and most dwellers today are resigned to spending a lifetime-even generations-living in dehumanising squalor," Mrs Tibaijuka told the 20th session of the Governing Council of UN-Habitat gathering at Gigiri, Nairobi.

Speaking earlier, President Kibaki outlined the challenges posed by rapid urbanisation in developing countries, which is characterised by "extensive" movement of people to towns and cities.

"The international community should implement debt relief, debt swaps and debt cancellation where appropriate, as a means of mobilising resources towards accelerating realisation of the Millennium Development Goals on water, sanitation and human settlements," Kibaki, who launched the Governing Council, said.

About 1,000 delegates comprising ministers, government representatives, mayors, local authority officials, UN officials, NGO representatives, community groups and all the Habitat agenda partners, are attending the four-day meeting that ends today.

Nobel laureate Prof Wangari Maathai attributed increasing rural to urban migration to environmental degradation in the former.

"Their land has become degraded and too fragile to sustain livelihoods. They are environmental refugees," Prof Maathai said.

Unep boss Klaus Toepfer was also present.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: African News Summary

8 April 2005 

NAIROBI -- Population explosion, rapid increase of slum dwellers and poor air quality are among the daunting challenges presented by growing urbanization, according to a statement by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) availed here Thursday.

In 1950, less than one person in three lived in a town or city. Today nearly half the world's population is urban. By 2030 the proportion will be more than 60 percent, said the statement. 

Virtually all population growth in the next quarter-century will be in urban areas in the less developed countries. Africa is the least urbanized continent, but its urban population is the fastest growing, it said. (UN-Urbanization)

_____________________________________________________________________________

di-ve.com: Pollution would be disastrous for Malta - Dr Zammit Dimech 
by Charlotte Bonavia, di-ve news (cbonavia@di-ve.com) 



ST JULIAN'S, Malta (di-ve news)--April 07, 2005 -- 1530CEST--The Tourism Minister Francis Zammit Dimech said that pollution would be disastrous for Malta in various terms including livelihood, tourism and better quality of life. 

He was speaking during the opening of the workshop for Mediterranean Journalists on Land and Sea-based sources of Pollution by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) being held in St Julian's, Malta. The coordinator of the UNEP/Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP), Paul Mifsud, who chaired the workshop also addressed the workshop. 

Around 25 journalists from most Mediterranean countries, including Turkey, Syria, Libya, Serbia and Monaco, are participating in this workshop. This is the third of its kind. The first two were held in Barcelona and Cyprus. 

Minister Zammit Dimech said that out of a total of 1.2 million tourists who visit Malta each year, the majority, 620,000 come for the summer sun and winter sun leisure, while 54,000 choose Malta for diving. Half of Malta's drinking water is produced through desalinated water. Moreover some of the country's major economic activities, such as yachting, cruise liners, dockyards, ship registration and bunkering are all related to the Islands' central position in the Mediterranean Sea. 

Various measures were taken by the Maltese government to combat pollution. Currently sewage treatment plants are being built in Malta and Gozo. These will treat sewage matter before ending up in the sea. The government embarked on this national plan to provide the country with a modern drainage system. 

Lately, it also set up an Oil Pollution Response Module to clear shores and combat oil pollution. 

Dr Zammit Dimech said, "We recognise the importance of reconciling economic development with environmental protection and are aware that pollution prevention should form part of this process. We also recognise that any form of pollution will hamper our economic and environmental plans. The state of our environment is being kept under scrutiny through regular monitoring and the necessary action." 

Mr Mifsud said that seven countries in the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) including Malta, are EU countries. "We need to work with the EU Commission in this area," he stated, as was the case of the Marine Strategy being implemented by the EU and in which MAP was directly involved. 

This year the meeting of Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention will be held in Slovenia, next November. As 2005 also marks the 30th anniversary of MAP launched in Barcelona in 1975, an external evaluation will also be carried out. Foreign Ministers must also endorse the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development. This would give more authority to Environment Ministers to implement MAP as various ungratified protocols put a strain on the action plan, Mr Mifsud concluded.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Terra Actualidad: La minera Barrick Gold reubicará tres glaciares para evitar el impacto ambiental en uno de sus yacimientos en Chile

La minera canadiense Barrick Gold ha anunciado que trasladá de su lugar originario tres glaciares para iniciar el proyecto denominado 'Pascua Lama' para explotar el yacimiento de oro y plata ubicado en la zona de la cordillera chilena fronteriza con la Tercera Región (Argentina) para evitar así el impacto ambiental que su explotación provocaría en el entorno.

Para ello, y según recoge el Boletín de noticias del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), la empresa ha diseñado un Plan de Manejo de Glaciares, que se presentará a las autoridades en los próximos meses, según explicó el responsable de comunicación de la empresa, Rodrigo Rivas.

La intención de la compañía es trasladar 300.000 metros cúbicos de hielo de los glaciares bautizados como 'Toro I', 'Toro II' y 'Esperanza', que se encuentran sobre el yacimiento. Según la información entregada por la empresa a las autoridades locales, las masas de hielo tienen una superficie aproximada de 20 hectáreas.

Para mitigar el impacto ecológico y evitar que se derritan los hielos, se pretende trasladarlos y adosarlos a un glaciar más grande que existe a unos dos kilómetros al sur, en la zona de El Guanaco, que tiene más de 200 hectáreas de superficie.

Barrick intentará reubicar estos grandes bloques de hielos en áreas de similar elevación y características de superficie, dentro de la misma cuenca. Estos serán vigilados y su estado será verificado durante los dos años posteriores a su emplazamiento.

FUERTE OPOSICION

Sin embargo, la iniciativa de la empresa ha sido fuertemente cuestionada por la comunidad local y algunos grupos ecologistas de la zona como la organización 'Defensa del Valle', que esta misma semana organizó una manifestación en contra del proyecto. En ella participaron agricultores, y vecinos que manifestaron no querer vivir en un sector 'contaminado por culpa de los intereses económicos de acuerdos y compañías extranjeras'.

Las principales razones que esgrimen estos grupos para oponerse es el hecho de que la construcción del yacimiento generaría una contaminación general y su explotación, a largo plazo, 'no dejará nada vivo a su alrededor'. Además, los detractores afirman que los glaciares desaparecerán en poco tiempo, dejando la zona sin su atractivo principal, según explicó el portavoz de los agricultores, Francisco Bou.

Ante la oposición al proyecto por parte de la comunidad, el portavoz de la empresa afirmó que la compañía 'no está preocupada' por ello y sólo pretende 'entregar más y mejor información a la población'. 'Entendemos que la mayor parte de la ciudadanía es favorable al proyecto y si bien tiene preocupaciones legítimas por lo que lee o escucha, nuestro deber es procurar que la gente cuente con la información necesaria', aseguró Rivas.

En palabras del responsable de la Comisión Regional de Medio Ambiente (ATACAM), Rodrigo Rojas, 'es importante que los ciudadanos confíen en la institución'. 'Hemos sostenido siempre que es muy importante que en la región haya proyectos, que se genere inversión y empleo, pero eso debe estar en plena concordancia con el Medio Ambiente y las personas', añadió.

Según dijo, son conscientes de que estos proyectos son muy importantes en términos de la cantidad de recursos que se invierten y del número de empleos que pueden generar, pero, como Gobierno, 'debemos tener la mayor cautela en cuanto al respeto por el Medio Ambiente y al desarrollo sostenible'.


_____________________________________________________________________________

Straight.com (Canada): Chumbe Island offers ecotourists ambiance 
By Darryl Leniuk 

7-Apr-2005 

Pristine coral forests and giant, pinchy coconut crabs await snorkellers, loungers, and honeymooners at Tanzania marine park 

As the skiff buzzed across the blue, wind-whipped bay to Chumbe Island’s fringing coral reef, Hamisi, our guide, gave a crash course in snorkelling to the others onboard: “Spit in your mask and rinse it to keep it from fogging; make sure not to touch the coral; if you need help, stay close to me.”

The older European couples fumbled with their fins and masks as Hamisi, a local university student, reached over to secure a strap or lock a buckle. But I was ready. Being a true water rat, snorkelling the protected reef at Chumbe Island, a small coral island 13 kilometres southwest of Zanzibar Island in Tanzania, had been high on my to-do list for some time. 

Finning down for a fish’s-eye view, I found myself among giant table corals and schools of neon-coloured tropical fish: orange anthias, turquoise parrotfish, and oriental sweetlips. Watching the tiny fish flit in and out of the corals was mesmerizing. I surfaced, took another breath, and swam down again to watch a green sea turtle soar over a car-size coral bommie, parting a school of silvery glassfish as it glided off into the blue.

Thousands of kilometres from the well-known tropical islands of the South Pacific and farther still from the idyllic resorts of the Caribbean, this remote coral-fringed island off the east coast of Africa has been declared the finest marine park in the world. The privately managed Chumbe Island Coral Park has racked up a host of awards, including the British Airways Tourism for Tomorrow Award (1999), United Nations Environment Program Global 500 Winner (2000), Condé Nast magazine’s World Winner for Ecotourism Destinations (2001), and Outside magazine’s World Top Ten Eco-lodge (2003). Home to almost 400 species of fish and 200 species of hard coral, Chumbe Island is considered one of the healthiest shallow reefs on the East African coast. But it’s much more than just another pretty reef. (The sheltered island, off the west coast of Zanzibar Island, escaped the recent tsunami. The waves did hit the east coasts of Zanzibar and Tanzania, though, causing loss of life at beaches in Dar es Salaam—at least 10 people drowned—and damage to beach properties in Zanzibar.)

The park and resort is the brainchild of Sibylle Riedmiller, a German aid worker who came to Tanzania in the early 1980s to manage agriculture and environmental education projects for a German nongovernmental organization. While sailing around Zanzibar in 1991, she came across the diminutive 24- hectare spot of land and was captivated by it: the fringing reef to the west was still relatively intact; the pristine forest—with its unique underlying fossilized coral—was one of the last remaining in the region; and an intoxicatingly beautiful sandbar formed at low tide. “I was lucky to find Chumbe,” Riedmiller recalls. She embarked on the ambitious plan of building a private, nonprofit, eco-lodge using responsible, nature-based tourism. She lobbied the government, and in 1994 Chumbe Island was gazetted as the Chumbe Reef Sanctuary, the first marine park in Tanzania. The island’s forest, which is home to rare coconut crabs, the world’s largest land crab, was also protected, and an endangered tiny antelope, Ader’s duiker, was introduced as a rehabilitation project for the species. Former fishermen were hired as park rangers to bring conservation to the community.

“The most important contribution has been the committed work of our park rangers, who educated their fellow fishers on what a coral reef is and why it was in their own best interest to totally close a small area to be turned into a breeding sanctuary for corals and fish,” Riedmiller says. “This has worked very well.”

Although the word ecotourism has been greatly overused—even a casino has embraced the label—at Chumbe they actually seem to be putting it into practice.

Chumbe’s seven luxuriously comfortable bungalows opened in 1998 and feature state-of-the-art eco- architecture. Built with an open-air, thatched-roof design, they are set in the surrounding forest, just off the beach. 

At first, I found it unnerving not having a door to lock, but I was assured that the only intruder might be a wayward coconut crab. In fact, the only doors and windows anywhere on the island are in the 100-year-old lighthouse that stands sentinel over the resort and affords stunning sunset views. Each bungalow is an environmentally self-sustaining unit: the open design uses sea breezes as a natural form of air conditioning; because there is no freshwater source on the island, rainwater is captured for washing and showers; solar panels provide electricity for the bungalows and hot water; composting toilets are used to conserve water (a wind-driven ventilation system ensures that there is no other resemblance to an outhouse); and “grey” water is disposed of through special plant beds that metabolize large amounts of nitrates and phosphates. Even the flashlights are powered by photovoltaic cells, eliminating the need for batteries.

Meanwhile, Chumbe’s chefs serve up local produce and seafood in a variety of African, Indian, and Middle Eastern dishes in the former lighthouse keeper’s home, which has been remodelled into a giant clam–shaped dining bungalow.

The building contains a classroom for visiting schoolchildren and teacher-training workshops. Most students who come to Chumbe Island have never seen a coral reef. “The Swahili word for coral is ‘rocks and stones’,” says Helen Peeks, an English expat who works as Chumbe’s project manager. 

Getting the conservation message out to this generation is one of Chumbe’s most important goals. The children receive free snorkelling lessons and learn about the importance of coral reefs and the threats they face. In 2003, more than 600 students from Zanzibar and mainland Tanzania took part in the Chumbe Education Program. In 2005, they plan to bring the children of fishermen to the island to teach them good fishing practices. “Most sons of fishermen go on to become fishermen themselves,” Peeks says.

During my visit this past fall, most of Chumbe’s guests were educated, independent travellers who had come by word of mouth or booked via the Internet; most, it seemed, were on their honeymoon. So as a single traveller, I had ample time to relax.

In the four days I spent at Chumbe, when I wasn’t snorkelling I spent my time reading, going for hikes in the forest, which has several well-marked trails, and lounging on the sandbar that appeared at low tide. In the evenings, Hamisi would gather up basketball-size coconut crabs from the forest and bring them into the dining bungalow to the shock of the other guests—their powerful claws snapped pieces of wood like pencils.

Although I had come to see the coral reef, I was easily taken in by the friendly, relaxed ambiance of the island. I had expected it to be somehow less comfortable than a regular resort, like an electric car that lacks power and good looks but is great for the environment. But unlike other “green” alternatives, nothing seemed to be missing. 

On my last night, as I was sitting down to a candlelit dinner with a book for company, I asked the waiter for another candle so that I would have enough light to read. Katie and Stefan, a friendly honeymooning couple from Britain, invited me to join them. “Come on, you’re not sitting over there by yourself,” Katie said. 

As I moved my table beside theirs, Jeff and Helga, two aid workers on vacation, asked if they could join us, and so did a honeymooning couple from Ireland. Over curried octopus and iced Safari beers, the conversation ranged from aid work to lions and Land Rovers and finally to the English Premier League soccer, at which point Katie turned to me and said, “You’re so lucky you come from a country without football!”

I laughed and ordered another beer, amazed at how easy and comfortable ecotourism could be. -

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Other Environment News
NGO-Online: Schmutzige Energiequellen
Russische Umweltschützer verfolgen Ölspuren deutscher Banken
(ngo/07.04.2005) Immer wieder stellten deutsche Banken in den letzten Jahren Kredite für Russlands größte Ölfirma, Lukoil, bereit. Sie störten sich offenbar nicht daran, dass eben dieser Konzern ein Ölförderprojekt vorantreibt, das eine von Europas bedeutendsten Naturlandschaften gefährdet, und deshalb bei einigen europäischen Regierungen und auch der UNESCO Proteste ausgelöst hat. Auf Einladung von Urgewald und dem Institut Suedwind besuchen nun Umweltschützer aus Russland und Litauen die Bundesrepublik, um deutsche Banken für ihre Zusammenarbeit mit Lukoil zur Verantwortung zu ziehen.
     Im vergangenen Juli begann Lukoil mit der Ausbeutung des umstrittenen D6-Ölfeldes vor dem Nationalpark Kurische Nehrung. Diese 98 km lange russisch-litauische Sandbank mit ausgedehnten Wäldern wurde wegen ihrer Naturschönheit 2000 von der UNESCO zum Weltnaturerbe erklärt. Nun bedroht die Förderung von jährlich bis zu 600.000 Tonnen Öl dieses biologische Kleinod sowie die für die Region überlebenswichtige Tourismusindustrie. Da die auf der russischen Seite gelegene Ölplattform nur 9 km von der Grenze entfernt liegt, hätte ein möglicher Ölunfall fatale Folgen auch für Litauen. “Trotzdem hat Lukoil keine grenzüberschreitende Umweltverträglichkeitsprüfung durchgeführt. Das ist eine eindeutige Verletzung internationaler Konventionen", erklärt Linas Vainius, Energieexperte der litauischen Organisation Atgaja Community. “Die Kurische Nehrung liegt jedem Litauer am Herzen, das ganze Land hat gegen das Projekt protestiert," sagt Vainius.
     “Lukoil hat grob gegen russisches Recht verstoßen, indem es verhinderte, dass die Öffentlichkeit in das Projekt einbezogen wurde," berichtet Alexandra Koroleva von der russischen Umweltorganisation Ecodefense. “Solche eklatanten Verstöße kann sich nur ein Großkonzern wie Lukoil erlauben," sagt Koroleva und berichtet, dass die geplante Ausbeutung des D6-Oelfeldes schon einmal in den achtziger Jahren wegen öffentlicher Proteste abgebrochen werden musste. Heute werde nun das gleiche Projekt mit Hilfe europäischer Banken durchgeführt. Die Biologin und Preisträgerin des “Baltic Sea Award" erklärt, dass es bei einer Leckage nur 12 Stunden dauern würde, bis das ausgetretene Öl die Kurische Nehrung erreicht. “In jedem Lehrbuch steht, dass es im Meer keine Ölförderung ohne Leckage gibt. Deshalb hätte das Projekt an einem so sensiblen Standort nie realisiert werden dürfen," so Koroleva.
     Die Firma Lukoil war in den vergangenen Jahren ein beliebter Kunde bei deutschen Banken. So hat die WestLB seit 1999 fast jedes Jahr einen größeren Kredit für Lukoil oder eine seiner Konzerntöchter bereitgestellt. Und als 2003 ein internationales Bankenkonsortium einen Kredit über 765 Millionen US Dollar an Lukoil vergab, waren auch die Deutsche Bank, die HypoVereinsbank, die Commerzbank, die DekaBank, die DZ Bank, die Dresdner Bank, die Bayerische Landesbank und die Landesbank Hessen-Thüringen mit von der Partie. Ein Großteil dieser Banken wird von den Umweltschützern besucht, um sie auf die Schattenseiten ihres Kunden aufmerksam zu machen. 
     “Die Banken versuchen sich damit heraus zu reden, dass sie keinen Einfluss auf die von Lukoil getätigten Projekte hätten. Aber im russischen Ölgeschäft werden kaum direkte Projektfinanzierungen vorgenommen; stattdessen stellen die Banken ihren Kunden lieber ungebundene Finanzkredite zur Verfügung. Gerade weil diese nach Belieben eingesetzt werden können, müssen Banken in einem so sensiblen Sektor wie dem Ölgeschäft darauf achten, dass ihre Kunden Mindeststandards einhalten", fordert Heffa Schücking von der Umweltorganisation Urgewald. Linas Vainius fügt hinzu: “Wer eine Firma wie Lukoil hochpäppelt, die internationale Konventionen in den Wind schießt und vor der Zerstörung von Weltnaturerbe nicht halt macht, trägt auch hierfür die Verantwortung". Er und Koroleva fordern, dass “europäische Banken endlich europäische Standards einhalten".
     Neben den Banken trifft die Delegation auch die “Baltic Intergroup" des Europäischen Parlaments. Schließlich hatten 2004 die Regierungschefs von Dänemark, Schweden, Estland, Lettland und Litauen bei der EU Beschwerde gegen die Praktiken von Lukoil in der Ostsee vorgelegt. Die Sorge um mögliche Gefahren für das Weltnaturerbe brachte auch die UNESCO auf den Plan. Sie verlangte, dass die grenzüberschreitenden Umweltauswirkungen geprüft würden, ansonsten käme die Kurische Nehrung auf die Liste bedrohter Welterbestätten. 
     Vorerst einigten sich Litauen und Russland auf eine nachträgliche Umweltverträglichkeitsprüfung, wofür ihnen bis Juli Zeit gegeben wurde. “Damit diese Untersuchung wirklich unabhängig durchgeführt wird, soll die Europäische Union ein Auge darauf haben - das werden unsere Gäste den Parlamentariern vorschlagen" erklärt Regine Richter von Urgewald.
____________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news


Millions Of Maternal And Child Deaths Preventable

Friday, 8 April 2005, - Press Release: United Nations - Millions Of Maternal And Child Deaths Are Preventable, UN Says On World Health Day 
With more than half a million women dying in pregnancy or childbirth each year and nearly 11 million children succumbing annually before their fifth birthday, the United Nations system today devoted this year’s World Health Day to the hundreds of millions of women and children who have no access to potentially life-saving care. 
…The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) highlighted environmental hazards as a major cause of global death and disease, with the burden falling disproportionately on women and young children, especially in less developed countries. 

It stressed the importance of promoting environmentally sound technologies for freshwater and sanitation provision, clean energy solutions to combat indoor and outdoor air pollution, and wide-ranging programmes to mitigate chemical and hazardous waste pollution. 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0504/S00139.htm 


UNEP calls for healthy environment for mothers and children
NAIROBI, April 7 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has called for a healthy environment for mothers and children on Thursday, according to a UNEP statement on the occasion of the World Health Day 2005. 
    In 1948, the First World Health Assembly called for the creation of a "World Health Day." Since 1950, World Health Day hasbeen celebrated on the 7th of April of each year. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-04/08/content_2801421.htm 

UNEP highlights daunting challenges of growing urbanization
 NAIROBI, April 7 (Xinhuanet) -- Population explosion, rapid increase of slum dwellers and poor air quality are among the daunting challenges presented by growing urbanization, according to a statement by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) availed here Thursday. 
    In 1950, less than one person in three lived in a town or city.Today nearly half the world's population is urban. By 2030 the proportion will be more than 60 percent, said the statement. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-04/08/content_2801441.htm 

World Environment Day 2005 to feature "Green City" theme
NAIROBI, April 7 (Xinhuanet) -- The World Environment Day theme selected for 2005 is Green Cities and the slogan is Plan for the Planet, according to a statement by the United Nations Environment Program availed here Thursday. 
    The World Environment Day, commemorated each year on June 5, isone of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-04/08/content_2801420.htm 
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General Environment News

How plastic bags and bottles are chocking Ghana
Accra, Ghana (PANA) - Plastic waste ranging from wrappers, bags to bottles are a sore site in the Ghanaian capital, Accra, and indeed, the whole country. But the responsibility of clearing the mess, which is causing an environmental hazard, is still nobody's business at least that is what it seems to be. Accra's new Mayor, Stanley Nii Agyiri-Blankson, is putting the responsibility on the doorsteps of the producers of plastic bags, and, especially, companies that produce water in sachets. "It is their responsibility and they have to help the Accra Metropolitan Assembly to clean the mess," he said. But the producers say they do not have the numbers, let alone the financial muscle to carry this out. Blankson is asking the Association of Sachet Water producers to contribute some 400 million cedis a month (about US45, 000) to remove plastic waste from the capital city. But the Association said it cannot. Out of the 1,500 companies approved by the Food and Drugs Board, only some 70 are active and they alone cannot bear the cost. It will make them go under. The country has been submerged by plastics used to carry everything, even beverages, oil and porridge. Their indiscriminate disposal is a nightmare for environmentalists. An attempt is also being made to solve the problem by getting people to collect and sell plastic waste to a company for recycling. Dubbed "Accra Free of Plastic Waste", the project has a twin objective of ridding Accra city of plastic waste and recycling plastic waste of all kinds. The programme is being implemented by the City Waste Management Company with the backing of Blankson´s Accra Metropolitan Assembly. It encourages school children to pick as many plastic wastes as possible and present them to the plastic waste collection point at James Town for a fee.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng077993&dte=07/04/2005
How Safe is the BCL Smog?

Mmegi/The Reporter (Gaborone): BCL mine's public relations officer Mable Bolele says the sulphur dioxide emission that Selebi-Phikwe residents are exposed to from the copper nickel mine does not poses a hazard to human health. Speaking to Mmegi at the recent Botswana Chamber of Mines (BCM) Safety Award ceremony held in the town, which the mine clinched in recognition of its safety record as well as the success of its accident prevention programme, Bolele maintained that the mine is not only safe for its employees, but for the communities that live in its vicinity as well.  "Our mines are safe from the inside to the outside and this includes the community out there. The sulphur dioxide emissions from our mine do not have any hazardous impact on the human body and credible research, whose findings point to this, has been undertaken. And it was an independent researcher that investigated the emissions," she said. She also added that the emissions have been proven to have no adverse effect on the town's natural environment such as vegetation and forests. The sulphur dioxide emissions from the copper nickel BCL mine are a common feature in the town's skies, at times appearing as a thick white haze. It generally produces a choking sensation that elicits involuntary coughing and watery eyes. Not everyone in the town, however, buys the mine's publicity officer's explanation.  A medical practitioner who prefers anonymity argues that indeed sulphur dioxide produces allergic reactions on some individuals that may at times prove very serious. http://allafrica.com/stories/200504070651.html
Beach Mining Threatens Bushrod Island

The NEWS (Monrovia): There are glaring indications that the sea may overflow and wash through a large part of Bushrod Island, if nothing is done to immediately halt the increase in "sand and crush rocks mining" along the Bong Mines Pier and the Stockton Creek.  Residents and Port workers have increasingly complained about the manner in which "die hard hustlers" undermine sand and crush rocks that were tacitly laid out to prevent the sea from overflowing. In an interview with this paper Wednesday, several curious, but conscious residents said if the police and other security agents are not deployed along the beach to prevent hustlers from engaging in such unwholesome practice, sea erosion may be imminent. According to Mr. Robinson who took this writer on a tour at the Bong Mines Pier, the hustlers initially extracted the crush rocks that supported the train track left behind by the defunct iron ore mining companies after which they are now illegally engaged in sand mining on the beach. Dishearteningly, the same crush rocks, which are undermined from the beach, are being sold openly on the streets at exorbitant prices without any remorse on the part of the illegal miners as to the after effect of their illegal trade. Recently, the Ministries of Justice and Lands, Mines and Energy announced the banning of mining along the beaches with immediate effect, and that anyone caught will be prosecuted in accordance with the law.  But, unknown hustlers who continue to undermine the beaches in an apparent search for "survival" have ignored that warning and have been capitalizing on the absence of the police to continue their exploitation. http://allafrica.com/stories/200504070402.html
Wildlife Group Rejects Sh24 Billion Tana Sugar Project

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The East African Wildlife Society has opposed implementation of a Sh24 billion sugar project in Tana River District. The society says the project must be stopped until an independent environmental impact assessment audit is carried out "and all development opportunities are explored."  The society's recommendations are contained in a special report that evaluates the technical aspects of the project. The strong opposition comes even though the sugarcane project has received support from some Government quarters. The KWS stand is in agreement with the community that also opposes the project. Following a recent tour of the area by President Mwai Kibaki, the Head of State said the Government would go ahead with the controversial project. He described the project as an integrated scheme that would take care of the interests of farmers and pastoralists.  The project is expected to be rolled-out over a three-year period. However, despite receiving approvals from the Government, it is yet to get crucial support from the National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA). http://allafrica.com/stories/200504070103.html
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain

Bahrain must think 'green'!

ENVIRONMENTAL awa-reness in Bahrain has improved significantly over the last 20 years, but laws protecting important mar-ine and wildlife habitats such as Tubli Bay still need to be enforced, says a top expert.

Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Re-sources, Environment and Wildlife director-general and vice-president Dr Ismail Mohammed Al Madani has been campaigning for the protection of Tubli Bay for the past 15 years.

But unfortunately the situation has not improved, he says. 

"Reclamation is still a problem and it's an irreversible process," said Dr Al Madani.

"Dumping is a second priority as it can be dealt with later, but if the habitat has gone there is nothing we can do, so I always say stop reclamation as a first priority.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=108644&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28016
Ma'ameer Beach revamp a step closer

A REPORT on damage caused to Ma'ameer Beach, near Bapco, by almost 20 years of illegal dumping is expected to be ready next week.

Environment experts have been working on the report since February after a sand producing company, which is responsible for illegally dumping silt, agreed to clean up the beach.

Once the report is ready, the Awal Ready Mix Concrete Company (Armcon) will start cleaning and removing the waste it has dumped, supervised by the Central Municipality, the Fisheries Directorate and the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

In addition, the municipality will work on rehabilitating the beach by planting trees along the coast.

The aim is to encourage people to use the beach as a recreational area.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=108530&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28015
Race is on to save environment

A MINI-MARATHON is to take place in Budaiya next month to help raise awareness on the importance of protecting our environment.

The Third Annual Environmental Fundraising Mini-Marathon is being organised by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife in association with the Jawad Dome.

It is being held on April 15 under the patronage of Southern Governor and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife president Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

Part of the proceeds collected from the event will be donated to the Bahrain Disabled Sports Federation.

"The event is the biggest of its kind in Bahrain that is solely dedicated to increase public awareness towards the protection of the environment and caring of our handicapped brethren," said event director Adnan Al Qassab during a Press conference held at the Jawad Dome, Budaiya, yesterday.
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=108013&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28009
Environment in focus

A SEMINAR on Fasht Al Adham and Bahrain's coastal environment is being held today at the Bahrain Medical Society in Juffair. 

The event is organised by the Environment Friends Society as part of their activities in raising awareness on the protection of reefs from land reclamation and starts at 8.30pm.

Society president Khowla Al Muhanadi and other guests will talk about the importance of protecting Bahrain's reefs and coastal environments to participants, who will include Shura and Municipal council members. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=107907&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28008
New plan aims to preserve natural resources

BAHRAIN's first national environment strategy has identified key problems that must be tackled in order to preserve the country for future generations.

It includes recommendations on air, groundwater, agriculture, tourism, transportation, waste management and the marine environment.

The strategy is being spearheaded by the Public Commission for Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife to sustain Bahrain's natural resources.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=107819&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28007
Jordan

24.5% of Aqaba vehicles fail gas emission tests

Aqaba's vehicles pollute the environment more than those in Amman and Zarqa, with 24.5 per cent failing gas emission tests compared to around 17 per cent in the capital and 14.5 per cent in Zarqa, according to the results of a campaign that concluded in the port city on Tuesday. 

Director of the Ministry of Environment's Air Protection Directorate Hussein Badarin told The Jordan Times that 344 out of the 1,400 vehicles that underwent the test failed. 

A total of 894 vehicles running on petrol were tested, with a failure rate of around 24 per cent. 

The 506 diesel-fuelled vehicles fared worse, securing a 26 per cent failure rate. 

The campaign, carried out by Ministry of Environment officials and traffic police, will move to Irbid Governorate today and will also cover the Balqa and Karak governorates. 

In Amman, 1,130 vehicles were tested and 939 of them, or 83 per cent, passed. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/homenews/homenews7.htm
UAE

Conference will chalk out charter for development of desert regions

To be attended by over 30 ministers, a one-day ministerial conference on Environment, Culture and Tourism will take place alongside the Second Festival of the Cultures and Civilisations of World Deserts at the Dubai Police Officer’s Club from April 16 to 22. 

The conference will explore means of “Integrating Efforts Towards Sustainable Development of Desert Regions.”

Organisers of World Deserts Foundation, Zayed International Prize for the Environment, Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing and Dubai Police announced that the event would be opened by General Shaikh Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, UAE Defence Minister and Chairman, DTCM.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/april/theuae_april229.xml

Workshop on marine environment held

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) has organised a workshop on monitoring, control and surveillance and the management of the marine environment in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 

The workshop, which was held at ERWDA’s headquarters, was attended by more than 30 participants from ERWDA’s Marine Environment Research Centre, the Coast Guard, Marine Police and Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. The workshop was aimed at giving participants an overview on fisheries management in general, and fisheries monitoring, control and surveillance, in particular. It was observed that successful implementation of regulations on fisheries and marine environment management requires that all relevant organisations and individuals should have a clear understanding of the regulations they are implementing. The workshop stressed the need for more cooperation and coordination between ERWDA and other relevant agencies to guarantee effective fisheries management. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/april/theuae_april200.xml
Teachers debate at environ forum

More than 100 teachers from the Al Ain Educational Zone attended an Environmental Forum organised by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda) here on April 4 and 5. The Forum was sponsored by Shell Gas and Power, Abu Dhabi. 

Erwda Secretary-General Majid Al Mansouri said environmental education was necessary since it equips the community with necessary skills to take action on environmental issues. “The project is an offshoot of the agreement on environmental education and awareness agreement signed between Erwda and Shell, Abu Dhabi,” Al Mansouri said.

The programme included an “Enviro-Spellathon” for children aimed at increasing their awareness on UAE’s wildlife and natural habitat. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/april/theuae_april187.xml

300 students clean up Musheiref Creek

Over 300 students from Ajman Education District schools took part in a large-scale cleaning campaign at Ajman’s “Musheiref Creek” organised by Dubai Ports, Customs and Free Zone Corporation (PCFC) on the occasion of the World Water Day 2005 being observed under the slogan “Water for Life”. 

Sponsored by Union Co-op, the programme incorporated a number of activities starting from 9am. Under the supervision of the Environment Awareness & Education (EAU) at PCFC and in collaboration with Ajman Electricity and Water Authority (AEWA), the programme concluded with a lecture delivered at Aisha Bint Abdullah School on “Water Depletion risks”. Some 300 students attended the lecture.

The students — divided into a number of groups led by teachers from Al Rasheed, Al Hassan Al Bisri, Omer Bin Abdul Aziz and Bin Tameema schools — were deployed at the banks of “Musheiref Creek” to collect all kinds of litters and other refuse including empty bottles, plastic items, iron and paper in cooperation with Ajman Municipality and the General Headquarter of Ajman Police.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/april/theuae_april172.xml
Two-mile oil spill as ship’s pipeline leaks

A leakage in the fuel pipeline of a tanker ship under maintenance at the Dubai Dry Docks caused an oil spill stretching two miles in the open sea, Reda Hassan Salman, Head of the Environment Protection and Safety Section (EPSS) at Dubai Municipality's Environment Department, told Khaleej Times yesterday. 

“The coast guard informed the EPSS  of the oil spill, following which boats from the Marine Unit were dispatched to the site for survey. We found that one of the tanker ships which was inside the dry docks for maintenance at that time, released a quantity of fuel which polluted the waters and also spread over a two-mile area outside the docks,” Salman said.

He noted that the investigations being carried out by the section were in the final stage and are focused on finding out the reasons behind the polluting discharge.

“Our initial findings suggest a fault in one of the internal pipelines connecting the two fuel tanks of the ship. We are looking into the matter, and we will take into consideration the actions that were taken to prevent the spillage, and actions taken, immediately after the oil spill was discovered, to minimise the impact of pollution on the marine environment,” Salman said, explaining that the section is investigating if concerned authorities were notified of the spill ”immediately” after it was discovered.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/april/theuae_april126.xml

DNRD backs YouthXchange

The YouthXchange programme launched by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco) will introduce its Arabic version in the West Asia region with the full sponsorship and support of the Dubai Naturalisation and Residency Department (DNRD). 

The Arabic version will be launched by the Emirates Diving Association (EDA)  as a result of meetings and as one of the main successful results of the First Environmental Global Youth Gathering – Dubai 2004 which was held during Dubai Shopping Festival 2004 and was organised and sponsored by DNRD.

The West-Asia Unep-Unesco YouthXchange project is  launched and managed from Dubai and is supported financially and institutionally by DNRD. The project management is assured by the Emirates Diving Association-EDA which will deal with the various components of the dissemination  such as the  translation, cultural adaptation and networking, seminars and training programmes in the region.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/april/theuae_april109.xml
Yemen

Provinces take steps to prevent desertification

As many as 15 dams were constructed in Marib and Al-Jawf in 2004 in efforts to preserve farmlands in the face of increasing desertification. 

The Authority for Development of Eastern Regions (ADER) spent YR 196,428,000 to ensure that the 15 dams benefit agriculture in the counties of Harib, Juban, Jawbah, Mahliya, Badbadah and Sirwah.  

An official source from the Authority said, "Recently, the ADER completed the construction of two more dams at a cost of YR 75,420,000. In a direct anti-desertification measure, it plans to plant a large number of trees to curb desertification in different regions of those two provinces. The authority recently planted a green belt of trees around the Sun Temple to protect it from moving sands."  

Meanwhile in Saada, a province bordering Saudi Arabia, which is also dry and barren, they are currently drawing up plans to curb desertification, improve the quality of air and sustain the fertility of soil. The ADER is planning the largest tree-planting scheme in the history of the province, where it will plant more than 30,000 trees in various towns and counties. 

In its last meeting, the committee discussed methods of involving the public in planting trees. A local official said the largest tree-planting campaign of its kind would be launched in cooperation with different organizations in order to preserve the environment of the city.

Sana'a and Taiz have also unleashed tree-planting campaigns to improve the quality of air and appearance of Yemeni cities. Prime Minister Abdul-Qader Bajammal himself launched a project to plant 60,000 trees on street medians and other places around the capital.

http://www.yobserver.com/news_4757.php
Envirosol to help utilize renewable energy sources

The visiting delegation of the American environmental organization Envirosol has offered to assist Yemen in recycling solid waste to produce energy. 

In a meeting with Mayor of Sana'a Ahmed Al-Kohlani, last week, the delegation outlined what technology Envirosol can provide Yemen with in order to process waste disposal, which will add to the power supply of the city. Other fields of cooperation discussed were the use of manure and purifying water for irrigation in accordance with Envirosol technology.

Meanwhile, the University of Dhamar announced that it would address the environmental impact of the use of biocides in a scientific seminar next week. The seminar would educate a number of participants about how pesticides can damage people's health and the ecosystem as a whole, a university spokesman said

http://www.yobserver.com/news_4754.php
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WITHOUT REFORM OF HUMAN RIGHTS BODY, UN CREDIBILITY AT STAKE, ANNAN SAYS

Speaking on the eleventh anniversary of the start of the Rwanda genocide

and addressing the very human rights body he wants to replace,

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today warned Member States that without reform

of the United Nations human rights machinery, the credibility of the world

body itself is at stake.

“Unless we re-make our human rights machinery, we may be unable to renew

public confidence in the United Nations itself,” he told the 53-member UN

Human Rights Commission in Geneva, urging support for his proposal to

replace it with a leaner, more authoritative and more empowered body

elected by a two-thirds vote of the General Assembly.

“The era of declaration is now giving way, as it should, to an era of

implementation,” he added, of what he called the past 60 years of

articulating, codifying and enshrining rights.

“Today we have reached another moment when we must prove our commitment,”

he said, recalling “our collective failure to protect hundreds of thousands

of defenceless people” in the Rwanda massacres and the resolve “to act more

decisively to ensure that such a denial of our common humanity is never

allowed to happen again.”

And yet, in the Darfur region of western Sudan, where Government, militia

and rebel forces are mired in a conflict that has killed tens of thousands

and uprooted more than 2 million, there is “appalling suffering,” with an

African Union force on the ground that is too small to provide security,

and with virtually no progress towards a political settlement, he said.

“For all of us, as individuals and as an institution, this situation is a

test. For thousands of men, women and children, our response is already too

late,” Mr. Annan said.

“We have reached a point at which the Commission’s declining credibility

has cast a shadow on the reputation of the United Nations system as a

whole, and where piecemeal reforms will not be enough,” he added of his

proposal to establish a Human Rights Council on a par with the Security

Council and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

“Creating a full-fledged council for human rights offers conceptual and

architectural clarity. But what is most important is for the new body to be

able to carry out the tasks required of it,” he declared, stressing that it

should be able to meet when necessary rather than for only six weeks each

year as at present, with the explicit task of evaluating fulfilment by all

states of all their human rights obligations.

“This would give concrete expression to the principle that human rights are

universal and indivisible,” he said of his proposals, which also include

strengthening the bodies that oversee the implementation of human rights

treaties, and empowering and funding the Office of the High Commissioner

for Human Rights to expand its conflict prevention and crisis response

machinery with a proper “early warning” capability.

“As central as human rights are in our work, the United Nations allocates

just two per cent of its regular budget to that programme. We need to scale

up to meet the growing challenges that confront us,” the Secretary-General

declared. “My basic premise is that the main intergovernmental body

concerned with human rights should have a status, authority and capability

commensurate with the importance of its work.”

He said the new Council must be a society of the committed that is more

accountable and more representative, hence the need for members to be

elected by a two-thirds majority of the General Assembly, with those

elected having a solid record of commitment to the highest human rights

standards.

Although such a council would not overcome all the tensions that accompany

the handling of human rights, it would allow for a more comprehensive and

objective approach, ultimately producing more effective assistance and

protections, which is “the yardstick by which we should be measured,” he

added.

“Human rights are the core of the United Nations’ identity,” he concluded,

urging quick agreement on the principle of establishing the new body. “Men

and women everywhere expect us to uphold universal ideals. They need us to

be their ally and protector. They want to believe we can help unmask

bigotry and defend the rights of the weak and the voiceless.

“For too long now, we have indulged this view of our own capabilities. But

the gap between what we seem to promise, and what we actually deliver, has

grown. The answer is not to draw back from an ambitious human rights

agenda, but to make the improvements that will enable our machinery to live

up to the world’s expectations.

“Our constituents will not understand or accept any excuses if we fail to

act. So let us show them that we understand what is at stake.”

* * *

ANNAN LAUDS NEW BUS SERVICE IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR AS POWERFUL GESTURE OF PEACE

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan lauded the inauguration of a

landmark bus service across the Indian-Pakistani ceasefire line in Jammu

and Kashmir today, calling it "a powerful gesture of peace and an

opportunity to reunite families divided for nearly 60 years," despite

security challenges.

"The Secretary-General reiterates his hope that this important step will

lead to further progress towards improving conditions for the divided

population and the resolution of all outstanding issues between India and

Pakistan," said a statement issued by a UN spokesperson.

Yesterday, he strongly condemned a fiery attack on a complex to house

passengers waiting to take the first bus trip between Muzzafarabad and

Srinagar, across the ceasefire Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir.

The UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) has been

deployed to observe a ceasefire in disputed Jammu and Kashmir since 1949.

The princely state was split between the two South Asian countries after

they won independence from the United Kingdom in 1947.

* * *

SECURITY COUNCIL SETS UP INDEPENDENT PROBE INTO LEBANESE EX-PREMIER'S MURDER

The United Nations Security Council today voted unanimously to set up an

international independent investigation Commission into the assassination

of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and called on all states and

parties to cooperate fully.

The action, in Security Council resolution 1595, follows the recommendation

of a UN inquiry mission into February's terrorist bombing, which found that

Lebanon's own probe was seriously flawed and declared Syria, with thousands

of troops in its smaller neighbour, primarily responsible for the political

tension preceding the assassination.

Noting the mission's finding that the Lebanese investigation process "has

neither the capacity nor the commitment to reach a satisfactory and

credible conclusion," the Council requested Secretary-General Kofi Annan to

speedily recruit impartial and experienced staff for the Commission, to be

based in Lebanon, so that it can complete its work within three months.

Mr. Annan can extend its mandate for a further period not exceeding three

months and is to report back on the Commission's progress at least every

two months.

The resolution called on Lebanon to provide the Commission with full

cooperation including access to all documentary, testimonial and physical

evidence, freedom of movement and the authority to collect any additional

information and evidence deemed relevant.

It also called on all states to provide any relevant information pertaining

to the terrorist act and reiterated its call to the Lebanese Government to

bring to justice the perpetrators, organizers and sponsors.

The earlier inquiry mission, led by Peter Fitzgerald, a deputy Irish

national police commissioner, was appointed by Mr. Annan after the Council

requested him to report urgently on the circumstances, causes and

consequences of the 14 February attack, which in addition to Mr. Hariri

also killed 19 others.

* * *

NEW UN REPORT EXAMINES WHY SO MANY CONFLICTS OCCUR IN FORESTED AREAS

Many of the world's violent conflicts take place in forested regions

because insurgents can find hiding places and exploit valuable natural

resources to fund their activities, the United Nations Food and

Agricultural Organization (FAO) says in its annual forest report.

Governments, on the other hand, have tended to see forests as "peripheral

places with few people and little political importance or economic value

and have focused on them to extract timber or minerals," while withholding

basic services or failing to integrate the areas into the national

political process, FAO says in "State of the World's Forests 2005."

Because forest dwellers feel mistreated or neglected, they may use violence

to gain control over natural resources, such as timber, petroleum, land,

ivory, diamonds, gold or other minerals, it says. "Given the limited

employment opportunities in many forested regions, taking up arms can seem

like an attractive way to earn a living."

In insurgencies in Africa, Latin America and South and Southeast Asia, FAO

says, rebels may engage in lucrative illegal activities, such as

cultivating illicit crops and smuggling.

The political, religious or ethnic reasons for conflict may be linked to

personal desires for wealth, status, revenge, security, or out of loyalty

to an individual, and these factors must be removed in forested areas

before strife breaks out, FAO says.

Peace may take an even greater toll on forests unless governance and

opportunities to make a living are improved, it says, quoting a study which

notes that "at the end of a civil war, which on average lasts seven years,

a country can expect its per capita income to be 15 per cent lower and to

have 30 per cent more people living in poverty."

Asia, on the other hand, has been developing new sources of raw materials

for industry from its forests, FAO says.

"In Malaysia, for example, exports of rubber wood products are valued at

$1.1 billion annually," while new technologies are expanding the range of

items made from coconut palm, oil palm, bamboo and wheat and rice straw, it

says.

FAO says estimating the exact contribution of non-wood forest products

(NWFPs) to the values and flows of international trade is difficult because

of the lack of agreement on terminologies, but "from 1992 to 2002, the

value of global trade in NWFPs increased 1.5 times."

Before using NWFP commercialization as a poverty reduction strategy,

however, it says, "a number of issues need to be carefully considered,

including the equitable sharing of benefits."

* * *

TREATMENT ALONG WITH PREVENTION CRUCIAL TO STOPPING SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS, SPEAKER TO UN PANEL SAYS

The false dilemma between prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS had caused

unnecessary losses, wasted precious time and should be avoided in the

future, according to a keynote speaker at this week's annual session of the

UN Commission on Population and Development.

In calling for an end to competing strategies aimed at combating the

pandemic, Dr. Paulo Roberto Teixeira, Senior Consultant for the National

STD/AIDS Programme in Brazil's Ministry of Health, told a press briefing

today that prevention works, even when it involves groups of people that

are difficult to reach.

But the positive impact of anti-retroviral treatment – even in settings

characterized by abject poverty – is also real and could no longer be

ignored, he added, stressing the same message he delivered yesterday to the

Commission, which this year is focusing on population, development and

HIV/AIDS, with particular emphasis on poverty.

"To conduct effective strategies, countries need to recognize that sexual

activity is an inherent part of human behaviour and that clear messages and

inputs, like male and female condoms, were indispensable," he said, drawing

on his experience as one of the architects of Brazil's pioneering national

AIDS strategy, which was created in 1983 after only four known cases of the

disease had been diagnosed there.

A follow-on national plan during the 1990s has been hailed worldwide for

controlling the spread of the epidemic, and for maintaining very low levels

of prevalence in that huge country. One of its key aspects has been free

and universal provision of antiretroviral drugs and the promotion of local

manufacturing of those drugs, he added.

Dr. Teixeira said that without exception, in all the countries where the

epidemic had been curbed or decreased, policies to promote the use of

condoms had been adopted. There was no evidence that moral recommendations,

such as abstinence and fidelity, had any impact on infection prevention and

curbing the epidemic. Although the promotion of safer sex involved serious

cultural, ethical and religious matters, that could not be allowed to

become a barrier to prevention.

"We need a global strategy that takes into account the AIDS epidemic in all

actions to promote development and to fight poverty, including economic

adjustment plans and foreign debt relief," he stressed

Although most of the countries affected have already adopted public

policies and allocated funds to fight the epidemic, he felt a much greater

effort would be necessary, nationally and internationally, to face the

spread of the infection, to treat the people affected and to minimize its

impact on populations.

According to Dr. Teixeira, some of the urgent issues that needed to be

given priority in national agendas included: moving forward with strategies

to reduce the costs of antiretroviral and other drugs; providing universal

and free access to those drugs to guarantee the necessary compliance and

regularity of treatment; and reducing the vulnerability of women by fully

implementing the Action Plan adopted by the 1995 International Conference

on Population and Development (ICPD), as access to adequate sexual and

reproductive health services was the only possibility of controlling the

epidemic among that group.

* * *

RAINS FAIL FOR FIFTH YEAR IN ERITREA, INCREASING FOOD INSECURITY, UN SAYS

Rains have failed for the fifth consecutive year in Eritrea, causing crop

failure, drying out major pasturelands and increasing food insecurity, as

the Horn of Africa country's most fertile land remains under landmines from

its border war with Ethiopia, the United Nations emergency humanitarian aid

office says.

The extended drought has caused "failed harvests, loss of livestock and

food insecurity throughout all parts of the country, both rural and urban,"

and two-thirds of the 3.6 million populations will need food aid this year,

the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says in a

new report.

Eritrea's three most fertile regions – Anseba, Gash Barka and Debub – are

at their driest since 1998 and acute malnutrition is affecting 15 per cent

of children under 5 in four out of six administrative regions, as well as

30 to 60 per cent of adult females.

Eritrea and Ethiopia fought their war from 1998 to 2000.

With an estimated 300,000 Eritreans still serving in the military because

of a stalemate with Ethiopia over the peace process, the army has been

helping with crop harvesting and threshing, but other critical agricultural

work has been neglected, OCHA says.

Meanwhile, the country's most fertile land lies within the

25-kilometre-wide demilitarized Temporary Security Zone, which is patrolled

by some 3,300 UN peacekeepers, but in which landmines are impeding the free

movement of about 655,000 people, it says.

* * *

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IS CAUSE AND CONSEQUENCE OF HIV SPREAD, UN EXPERT SAYS

Presenting a report indicating how violence against women increases their

risk of contracting HIV/AIDS, a United Nations expert told the UN

Commission on Human Rights that the number of women living with the disease

had increased in every region.

Multiple forms of violence, such as marital rape, and harmful traditional

practices, including female genital mutilation, along with male infidelity

and the refusal to use condoms, heightened the vulnerability of women,

Yakin Ertürk, Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and

consequences, said yesterday.

Victims of trafficking, women in the sex industry and women living in or

fleeing areas of conflict were often also the victims of violence, which

increased the likelihood that they could become infected with the virus.

The overwhelming majority of HIV-positive women lacked access to effective

medical treatment and, in some countries, could be forcibly sterilized, or

have their babies taken away, she said.

Programmes for the prevention of the pandemic and for treatment of the

infected could not succeed unless unequal power structures in male-female

relationships were confronted and gender-sensitive policies put in place,

Ms. Ertürk said.

She recommended measures to end violence against women, address the gender

dimensions of HIV/AIDS and remove the associated stigma, ensure equal

access to health care, empower women for their full enjoyment of human

rights and promote a global coalition against the disease.

On her country visits last year, she said, there was, in El Salvador, an

atmosphere of impunity surrounded murders of women, domestic violence,

sexual harassment and violence in the workplace and commercial sexual

exploitation.

In Guatemala, many of the peace accord's commitments to women, including

indigenous women, were yet to be implemented, she said, and impunity also

affected the increasing number of women being murdered.

Gender inequality was often more pronounced in conflicts and crises and the

direct and indirect impact of security measures had brought complex

consequences to women in the occupied Palestinian territories, Ms. Ertürk

said.

She said she had supported referring the situation in Sudan's western

Darfur region to the Rome-based International Criminal Court (ICC) because

of the national justice system's inability to ensure accountability for

crimes.

The Commission's Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, Sigma Huda,

said national legislation should be changed to protect victims of

trafficking. At the moment, trafficked persons were criminalized and

prosecuted as illegal aliens, undocumented workers, or irregular migrants,

rather than as victims of a crime, she said.

* * *

NEARLY 7,000 AFGHANS RETURN HOME AS UN REFUGEE AGENCY RESUMES REPATRIATION

One month after resuming its voluntary repatriation programme of Afghans

from Pakistan, the United Nations refugee agency reported today that nearly

7,000 people had returned home with its assistance, a number that should

balloon to 400,000 by the end of the year.

From Iran, where the voluntary repatriation programme continued through the

winter, the number of Afghans returning since the start of 2005 was just

over 4,000, a number expected to reach 350,000 this year, the UN High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said.

Overall, more than 3.5 million Afghan refugees have gone home from the two

countries since the agency began a voluntary repatriation programme in

2002, following the fall of the Taliban regime there.

Last year alone, UNHCR helped in the return of more than three-quarters of

a million people. There are between 2 million and 3 million Afghans still

in Iran and Pakistan.

Under the repatriation programme, each returning Afghan receives a cash

grant for transport assistance ranging from $3 to $34 per person, depending

on the destination. They are also provided with a cash grant of $12 in

place of food and non-food items distributed previously.

* * *

UN LAUNCHES APPEAL TO FIGHT DEADLIEST EVER OUTBREAK OF MARBURG DISEASE IN ANGOLA

Faced in Angola with the largest, deadliest and most intense outbreak of

Marburg disease ever recorded, and the first in an urban area, the United

Nations today launched a three-month $3.5 million flash appeal to contain

the rare but highly lethal haemorrhagic illness with epidemic potential,

for which there is no cure or treatment.

With 181 cases already reported, 156 of them fatal, the UN Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said the most urgent needs are

protective clothing for health care workers, disinfectants, body bags,

emergency kits and essential drugs in fighting the outbreak, at present

centred on Uige province in the north.

The World Health Organization (WHO) remains confident the disease, of the

same family as the deadly Ebola, can be brought under control. But the

agency warned that rapid detection, isolation of victims and speedy tracing

of contacts are vital to breaking the train of transmission, above all in

urban settings where it is now occurring.

The legacy of Angola's three decades of civil war – from a hospital system

in dire need of basic equipment and supplies to poor communication and

transportation to a population weakened by economic hardship – poses

significant challenges, and WHO and other organizations are rushing in

experts, supplies and equipment.

With cases among health care workers underscoring the need to greatly

increase supplies of protective equipment, a top priority is to prevent the

virus from establishing a foothold in densely populated urban or peri-urban

areas. Uige, epicentre of the outbreak, has some 500,000 inhabitants, but

Luanda, the capital, where cases have been reported, has close to 3

million.

The only other large outbreak, infecting 149 people, 123 of them fatally,

occurred in two sparsely populated and isolated villages in the Democratic

Republic of Congo (DRC), causing sporadic cases with small chains of

transmission over a two-year period, and never reaching the intensity of

transmission seen in just the past few weeks in Angola.

"The outbreak in Angola is not only the largest on record, with the highest

fatality, but is also the first to occur in an urban setting," WHO said in

its latest update on the disease, which begins with severe diarrhoea,

abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting and chest and lung pains, with a high

proportion of victims developing severe haemorrhage in the gastrointestinal

tract and lungs.

Based on experiences with Ebola, control measures can have an immediate

impact by interrupting chains of transmission, but eventual success depends

on their sustained application and requires very good communication and

transportation systems, which cannot be established quickly. Moreover,

hundreds of thousands of landmines seeded during the recently ended civil

war make transportation by rail and road precarious, necessitating air

transport of staff and equipment.

Marburg occurs very rarely and appears to be geographically confined to a

few countries in southern Africa. It was first identified in 1967 during

simultaneous outbreaks affecting laboratory workers in Marburg and

Frankfurt, Germany, and in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. The outbreaks, which

involved 31 cases and seven deaths, were subsequently linked to contact

with infected monkeys imported from Uganda.

* * *

UN-BACKED FORUM TO LOOK AT COMMUNITY RE-INTEGRATION FOR WEST AFRICAN EX-COMBATANTS

Seeking to avoid renewed violence in West Africa, a United Nations-backed

meeting tomorrow is set to look at new approaches to rehabilitating and

re-integrating some 200,000 former combatants in the region.

The forum in Dakar, Senegal, which is co-sponsored by the UN Office for

West Africa (UNOWA) along with a European and African conflict prevention

centre (CREAF), also aims to review what happens to peace processes and

post-conflict recovery when the reintegration of ex-combatants into their

communities is inadequate.

The two successful disarmament and demobilization programmes have taken

place in Sierra Leone and Liberia.

UNOWA, which previously organized two other forums on dealing with

post-conflict problems, noted that UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan recently

told the Security Council that the lack of funding, "in particular for the

reintegration and rehabilitation phases of DDRR programmes, is disturbing,

given their central importance."

UNOWA's Ahmed Rhazaoui, co-chair of tomorrow's forum, said the hope was to

move the DDRR process one step further "by focusing our attention on the

urgent need to implement well-designed and adequately funded 'R'

programmes."

Participants are expected to include representatives of National

Commissions for Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and

Reintegration (DDRR), UN peacekeeping missions, UN agencies, civil society

organizations and donors.

* * *

MILLIONS OF MATERNAL AND CHILD DEATHS ARE PREVENTABLE, UN SAYS ON WORLD HEALTH DAY

With more than half a million women dying in pregnancy or childbirth each

year and nearly 11 million children succumbing annually before their fifth

birthday, the United Nations system today devoted this year’s World Health

Day to the hundreds of millions of women and children who have no access to

potentially life-saving care.

“This is a public health crisis and a moral outrage,” UN Population Fund

(UNFPA) Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid said in a message stressing

that far too many women are deprived of access to basic health services

that are fundamental to the fulfilment of their human rights.

“Let us move from lines in speeches to budget lines,” she added, calling

for a sharp increase in cost-effective interventions that have been shown

to work, such as skilled medical attendants for delivery which would reduce

maternal deaths by nearly 75 per cent, or simple family planning services

that could cut maternal mortality by 25 per cent and child deaths by 20 per

cent.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted that the Millennium Development Goals

(MDGs) adopted by world leaders at a UN summit five years ago pledged to

reduce maternal deaths by three quarters and cut child mortality by two

thirds by 2015. But, he said in his message, “while there has been progress

in some regions, there has been stagnation in others.

“In some countries, progress has even been reversed. World Health Day is an

opportunity to highlight the problem, but above all, to stimulate action.

It is an occasion to call on all partners – governments, international

donors, civil society, the private sector, the media, families and

individuals alike – to develop sustainable activities for the survival,

health and well-being of mothers and children.”

In an annual report published to mark the day, the World Health

Organization (WHO) said the death toll could be sharply reduced through

wider use of “key interventions” and a “continuum of care” approach to

mother and child that begins before pregnancy and extends through

childbirth and into the baby’s childhood.

According to “The World Health Report 2005 – Make every mother and child

count,” almost 90 per cent of all deaths among children under five are

attributable to just six causes – such as birth asphyxia and infections,

diarrhoea and measles – that are largely avoidable through existing care

that is simple, affordable and effective.

While this requires massive investment in health systems, “this approach

has the potential to transform the lives of millions of people,” WHO

Director-General Lee Jong-wook said. “Giving mothers, babies and children

the care they need is an absolute imperative.”

The report estimated that out of 136 million births each year worldwide,

less than two thirds of women in less developed countries and only one

third in the least developed countries have their babies delivered by a

skilled attendant. More than 3 million babies are stillborn and more than 4

million newborns die within the first days or weeks of life.

Assessing some of the costs involved, WHO adviser Ian Smith told a news

briefing in New York that it would take $39 billion over 10 years to move

towards the MDG of improving the health of newborns and $52 billion for

improving child health care.

"The international community cannot be indifferent to this situation, as it

continues to remind us, five years after the Millennium Declaration, that

much progress is still to be achieved to reduce maternal death and child

mortality by 2015," said the UN General Assembly President, Jean Ping of

Gabon, calling for increased financial, material and technical aid from

financial institutions and other donors.

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) highlighted environmental hazards as a

major cause of global death and disease, with the burden falling

disproportionately on women and young children, especially in less

developed countries.

It stressed the importance of promoting environmentally sound technologies

for freshwater and sanitation provision, clean energy solutions to combat

indoor and outdoor air pollution, and wide-ranging programmes to mitigate

chemical and hazardous waste pollution.

And the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) underscored its role in

helping developing countries acquire the radiation therapy that will be

needed to treat 175 million of the estimated 260 million new cancer cases

that will need such care over the next 20 years.

“We are working to apply nuclear techniques where they will count the most,

to enhance the lives of people around the globe," IAEA Director General

Mohamed ElBaradei said in describing the peaceful applications of nuclear

technology supported by his agency, such as low-cost screening methods for

hepatitis C and congenital hypothyroidism, detecting drug resistance in

malaria and tuberculosis cases, monitoring nutritional problems and

improving management of food supplementation programmes.

* * *

-------------------------------------

For more details go to UN News Centre

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

7April 2005

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Joining us today is Dr. Ian Smith, Adviser to the Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO), who will present the World Health Report 2005, on this World Health Day.

**World Health Day
And in a message to mark this day, the Secretary-General calls on the international community to develop sustainable programmes for the survival and well-being of mothers and children, since they form the bedrock of healthy and prosperous communities and nations.

We have the full text of the Secretary-General’s message upstairs.

And Mr. Smith is already here to join us as soon as we’re finished with this portion of the briefing.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on India-Pakistan
We have a statement attributable to the Spokesman on India-Pakistan.

“The Secretary-General applauds the inauguration today of the bus service between Muzzafarabad and Srinagar across the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir.  Despite the security challenges it faces, the bus service is a powerful gesture of peace and an opportunity to reunite families divided for nearly 60 years.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his hope that this important step will lead to further progress towards improving conditions for the divided population and the resolution of all outstanding issues between India and Pakistan.”

**Secretary-General on Human Rights
The Secretary-General today told the Commission on Human Rights in Geneva that, unless we remake our human rights machinery, “we may be unable to renew public confidence in the United Nations itself”.

He told the Commission that the gap between what we seem to promise on human rights, and what we actually deliver, has grown.  The answer is not to draw back from an ambitious human rights agenda, but to make the improvements that will enable our machinery to live up to the world’s expectations.

The Secretary-General warned, “Our constituents will not understand or accept any excuse if we fail to act”.  He reviewed his proposals for an overhaul of the United Nations entire human rights sector.

In his speech, he referred to the appalling suffering in Darfur, Sudan, saying that “for all of us, as individuals and as an institution, this situation is a test”.  He added that “for thousands of men, women and children, our response is already too late”.

We have his speech upstairs.

**Secretary-General in Geneva
At a press encounter after the speech, the Secretary-General was asked about staff morale, and he replied, “When your Organization is being criticized and being knocked, it does affect morale.  But I think we are beginning to turn a corner”.

Another journalist asked him about his recommendation that his reform proposals be considered as a package, and whether lack of agreement on Security Council reform could hold up everything.  The Secretary-General replied that he did not intend to convey a message of “take it or leave it”, but simply that the package should be looked at comprehensively.

In response to another question, the Secretary-General said that the human rights office was working very well in Geneva, downplaying the possibility that it would move under any change in the human rights system.

**Secretary-General in Rome
The Secretary-General will be in Rome tomorrow, where he will attend the funeral for Pope John Paul II in Vatican City.

In his speech at the Human Rights Commission today, the Secretary-General said of the Pope, “His was an irreplaceable voice speaking out for peace, for religious freedom and for mutual respect and understanding between people of different faiths”.

**Security Council
Here at UN Headquarters, at 10:00 a.m., the Security Council held consultations on the Secretary-General’s report on the UN Observer Mission in Bougainville.  Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Danilo Türk, was the briefer.

Then, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Hédi Annabi briefed on recent developments concerning the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in particular, the announcement in late March by leaders of armed Rwandan groups in the Democratic Republic of the Congo that they plan to stop their armed struggle and enter a repatriation programme.

A draft presidential statement on the Democratic Republic of the Congo was introduced.

Following consultations, the Security Council has scheduled a meeting on the situation in the Middle East, at which a resolution on the international investigation into the death of (former Lebanese Prime Minister) Rafiq Hariri is expected to be voted upon.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan reports that the number of former soldiers being disarmed in that country continues to climb, with more than 46,700 fighters disarmed as of today.  Of that number, more than 41,000 have entered or graduated from a reintegration programme.

Meanwhile, one month after the UN Refugee Agency resumed its voluntary repatriation programme in Pakistan, nearly 7,000 Afghans have returned to their home country and received assistance from UNHCR.

We have details in the Kabul briefing notes upstairs.

**Angola - Flash Appeal
The United Nations has today presented a three-month flash appeal to donors in Angola, to fight the recent outbreak there of the rare and deadly Marburg virus, which has claimed close to 160 lives so far.  The World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP) are all participating in the appeal, which amounts to more than $3.5 million.

And we have more on that upstairs.

**Eritrea
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) also reports that the humanitarian situation in Eritrea is deteriorating, mainly because of recurrent drought and the political stalemate with Ethiopia.

Rains have failed for the fifth consecutive year, making pastures in the country’s three most fertile regions the driest they’ve been since 1998.

There’s more information on that upstairs in the Spokesman’s Office.

**Secretary-General’s Message on French Priest
We also have upstairs a message from the Secretary-General to the participants of a seminar here at the United Nations marking the fiftieth anniversary of the death of French Philosopher-Priest Teillard de Chardin.

The text in French is available upstairs.

**Compensation Commission
And we have a press release upstairs from the Geneva-based United Nations Compensation Commission announcing the payment of over $195 million to six governments for distribution to over 8,000 claimants.

Further details are available upstairs.

**General Assembly
And we also have an update from the General Assembly President’s Office.

General Assembly President Jean Ping recently met with two of the Secretary-General’s Special Envoys on UN Reform, who briefed you here in 226 yesterday.

The President noted that the Envoys and General Assembly Facilitators will have distinct roles in the consultation process on United Nations reform.  While the Envoys will be sensitizing leaders in capitals on the reform proposals, the Facilitators will be assisting the Assembly President in carrying out consultations with Member States here in New York.

**Capital Master Plan
And, for those of you who may have missed it, we put out a note to correspondents late yesterday afternoon on the Capital Master Plan (on refurbishing UN Headquarters).  It is a fact sheet.

**Follow-Up to Yesterday’s Briefing
And a follow-up from yesterday’s briefing.  We were asked for reaction about US Senate developments on peacekeeping funding.

While we won’t have an official reaction on an ongoing legislative process, we would just like to say that the United Nations expects all Member States to pay their dues as they have agreed.

And that’s all I have for you.  I’d like to turn to Mr. Smith, unless there are questions for me.  There are none.  Mr. Smith, please join us up here on the podium.  (Issued separately.)
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� HYPERLINK  \l "_New_York_Times:" ��Flower of Africa: A Curse That's Blowing in the Wind (New York Times)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Xinhua:_UNEP_calls" ��UNEP calls for healthy environment for mothers and children (Xinhua)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Scoop.co.nz:_Millions_Of" ��Millions Of Maternal And Child Deaths Preventable, UN Says On World Health Day (Scoop.co.nz)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Deutschland_Radio_:" �� "Deutschland hat unendlich viel Energie" (Deutschland Radio)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_NGO-Online:_Arbeit_aus" ��Arbeit aus Energie (NGO-Online)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_East_African" ��Habitat Urges States to Halt Growth of Slums (The East African Standard)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Xinhua:_African_News" ��African News Summary (Xinhua)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_di-ve.com:_Pollution_would" ��Pollution would be disastrous for Malta - Dr Zammit Dimech (di-ve.com)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Terra_Actualidad:_La" ��La minera Barrick Gold reubicará tres glaciares para evitar el impacto ambiental en uno de sus yacimientos en Chile (Terra Actualidad)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Straight.com_(Canada):_Chumbe" ��Chumbe Island offers ecotourists ambiance (Straight.com)��� 
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