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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, 14 June 2005



Other Environment News
· Bipartisan groups of lawmakers to press Senate on emissions (Boston Globe)
· Progress made at conference on Antarctica (The Australian)
· Nouvelle indemnisation accordée à un militaire exposé aux radiations nucléaires (Le Figaro)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  13 June 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 13 June 2005
____________________________________________________________________________

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung: Zwei Bilder sagen mehr als tausend Worte
Von Richard Friebe
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13. Juni 2005 Vorher-Nachher-Bildpaare haben Konjunktur. Mit ihnen kann man zeigen, wie aus dem häßlichen Entlein ein stolzer Schwan wird, aus der Bruchbude eine Designerwohnung, aus der grünen Wiese ein von einer Versicherungsgesellschaft getauftes Stadion. Oder bei MTVs „Pimp my ride” aus einer Schrottkarre ein chromblitzendes straßentüchtiges Kraftfahrzeug mit jeder Menge Schnickschnack. Fast all diesen Bildpaaren ist gemein, daß der Mensch zwischendurch eingeschritten ist, Hand anlegte - und letztlich etwas Vorzeigenswertes herauskommt. Allerdings können solche Bilderpaare auch das genaue Gegenteil demonstrieren, menschlichen Pfusch - besonders beliebt bei der Dokumentation mißglückter Schönheitsoperationen.

Zwei Bilder sagen auch in der Wissenschaft oft mehr als tausend Worte, hundert Datenreihen oder zehn Meta-Studien. Was das Auge sehen kann, transportiert Realität, und der Vergleich zweier Realitäten vermittelt reale Veränderung. Seit ein paar Jahrzehnten blickt man auch von sehr weit oben auf die Erde und macht Fotos. Die Vorher-Nachher-Vergleiche, die anhand solcher Satellitenbilder möglich sind, zeigen so deutlich wie nichts anderes, wie Menschen sich die Erde untertan machen. Oft sind es Bilder, die pure Naturzerstörung zeigen: verbrannter, kahler Boden und erodierte Berghänge, wo vorher Regenwald war, Salzwüsten, wo einst ein See lag, wild wuchernde Siedlungen in einst unberührter Natur.

Eine Welt, viele Menschen
Anläßlich des Welt-Umwelttages vergangene Woche hat das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (Unep) einen Atlas mit dem Titel "One Planet, Many People" (Eine Welt, viele Menschen) herausgegeben, der zu großen Teilen aus solchen Satellitenaufnahmen besteht. Oft sind es Vergleiche zwischen Bildern aus den siebziger Jahren, als man begann, die Erde mehr oder weniger flächendeckend aus dem All zu fotografieren, und Aufnahmen vom Anfang dieses Jahrhunderts.

Nicht immer sind es Bilder der Zerstörung. Die vielen Menschen auf dem einen Planeten brauchen Platz und Nahrung. Teilweise sind aus Naturlandschaften Kulturlandschaften entstanden, die den Bewohnern wahrscheinlich langfristig eine Lebensgrundlage geben werden. Bewässerungsprojekte haben nicht nur zum Absinken von Seespiegeln geführt, sondern auch Ödland in Ackerflächen verwandelt. Gerade bei solchen Bilder-Paaren sind die aktuellen Aufnahmen aber, mehr als sonst, nur Abbildungen von Zwischenständen. Bei ihnen schließt sich die Frage an, wie Satellitenfotos dieser Gegenden in zwanzig Jahren aussehen werden: Werden die belebten Wüsten dann wieder versalzene Ödnisse sein, oder wird es gelingen, dort dauerhaft Nahrungsmittel zu produzieren und Menschen eine Lebensgrundlage zu erhalten?

Nur Schnappschüsse?
Bildliche Vorher-Nachher-Vergleiche werden oft kritisiert, weil sie nur Schnappschüsse zeigen - oft von Extrembeispielen - und weil das Augenscheinliche immer nur ein Teil der Wahrheit ist. Wenn wissenschaftliche Studien jedoch zeigen, daß die Bilder allgemeingültige Realitäten illustrieren, gewinnen sie sogar an Eindrücklichkeit. So meldete das brasilianische Weltrauminstitut INPE Ende Mai - nach Auswertung von Satellitenfotos - für das vergangene Beobachtungsjahr mit 26.000 Quadratkilometern die höchste Entwaldungsrate in Amazonien seit 1995. Trotz verstärkter Bemühungen der Regierung, Abholzungen zu bremsen, ist damit in einem Jahr Wald auf einer Fläche verlorengegangen, die etwa der des Bundeslandes Brandenburg entspricht.

So wird ein Bilderpaar wie das aus dem brasilianischen Bundesstaat Rondonia zu einem aussagekräftigen Pars pro toto, auch wenn es nicht die Veränderungen innerhalb eines Jahres, sondern über ein Vierteljahrhundert zeigt. In Amazonien waren es in den achtziger Jahren vor allem Satellitenaufnahmen von großflächigen Brandrodungen, die dafür sorgten, daß die Weltöffentlichkeit auf das Problem aufmerksam wurde. Das Fortschreiten der Zerstörung konnten sie nicht aufhalten, ebensowenig wie Umweltgipfel, Gesetze und Initiativen von Popstars oder Brauereien.

Göttliche Perspektive ohne Macht
Vorher-Nachher-Bilder aus dem All allein haben trotz der göttlichen Perspektive keine Macht, sie ändern nichts am Lauf der Dinge. Was sie können, ist: sehr genau zeigen, was an bestimmten Orten über die Zeit passiert ist und möglicherweise an ähnlichen Orten weiter passieren wird. 

Sie können uns vor allem staunen lasssen - über uns selbst und darüber, wie der eine Planet uns viele Menschen noch immer aushält.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Rebelión:Atlas de medio ambiente revela impresionantes cambios en el mundo 
12.06.2005

La multiplicación de invernaderos en el sur de España, la expansión de criaderos de camarones en Asia y América Latina y la formación de una península gigante en la desembocadura del río Amarillo en China, son algunos de los cambios más sorprendentes registrados desde el espacio. 

 

Así queda en evidencia en la publicación "Un planeta, mucha gente: Atlas de un Medio Ambiente que cambia", presentado hoy en Ginebra por el Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) y que contrasta imágenes por satélite tomadas en décadas pasadas con otras contemporáneas. 

Algunas fotografías revelan situaciones dramáticas, como la desaparición de las selvas vírgenes de Paraguay y Brasil, el rápido desarrollo de la industria del gas y el petróleo en Wyoming (EEUU) y el retroceso de glaciares polares y de montaña. 

Al presentar el Atlas, el experto del PNUMA, Pascal Peduzzi, explicó que "los cambios del medio ambiente son lentos, pero dramáticos y pueden ser tan impresionantes como los que ocasiona un maremoto o inundaciones, con la diferencia de que los primeros se producen en un periodo muy largo". 

Como muestra de ello mencionó que en los últimos 25 años se ha perdido 15 por ciento de los glaciares andinos y que la tendencia indica que en el año 2100 sólo quedará el 10 por ciento de los glaciares alpinos. 
El nuevo Atlas ilustra también el crecimiento explosivo de algunas grandes ciudades como Pekín, Dakar, Delhi, México o Santiago de Chile. 

Entre los cambios más espectaculares ocurridos en Europa destaca el registrado en la provincia española de Almería (sur), que imágenes tomadas en 1974 muestran como una típica zona rural agrícola. 

Sin embargo, fotografías más recientes revelan que eso ya no es así y que, desde ése entonces, un área de 20.000 hectáreas ha sido transformada en un gran invernadero para la producción de cultivos. 

Las consecuencias, según el Atlas de la ONU, son numerosas, particularmente sobre las reservas de agua, lo que ha obligado -afirma el texto- al Gobierno español a volcarse en el uso de las tecnologías para conseguir más agua, como son las fábricas de desalinización. 

El Atlas también ilustra la "explosión masiva de criaderos de camarones (gambas) en el Golfo de Fonseca, en Honduras", el segundo país productor y exportador de ese crustáceo después de Ecuador. 

"Se sospecha que las granjas de camarones son el origen de graves problemas ecológicos, como la destrucción de manglares, que constituyen un sistema de defensa natural al borde de los litorales y sirven de hábitat a numerosas especies de peces", se advierte. 

Imágenes del Golfo de Guayaquil, en Ecuador, describen una situación similar, con un desarrollo del 30 por ciento de la acuicultura de camarones entre 1984 y 2000 en una extensión de 118.000 hectáreas. 

También se hace hincapié en la situación de la frontera entre México y Guatemala, "que era rica en biodiversidad" y se mantiene preservada del lado guatemalteco, gracias a la baja tasa demográfica y al estatus de zona protegida. 
Sin embargo, no ocurre lo mismo en la parte que corresponde a México, donde "enormes áreas de la selva de Chiapas han desaparecido desde 1974 debido al rápido crecimiento demográfico y a la creciente necesidad de tierras cultivables y para el pastoreo". 

Otras dos imágenes, registradas con 30 años de intervalo, muestran una tendencia similar en la frontera entre Argentina, Brasil y Paraguay. 

En 1973, la selva paranaense que comparten esos tres países estaba en su mayor parte intacta, pero una imagen de 2003 "confirma la pérdida de más del 90 por ciento de la selva en favor de cultivos de soja y maíz". 

Sobre las ciudades, el Atlas analiza grandes metrópolis, entre ellas Miami (Florida, EEUU), "cuya extensión hacia el oeste amenaza los célebres Everglades, una de las zonas pantanosas más extensas del mundo y protegida por la UNESCO, así como las especies salvajes y reservas de agua considerables que ella abriga". 

Asimismo, menciona el caso de México "una de las ciudades de crecimiento más rápido en el mundo", que de tener 9 millones de habitantes en 1973 ha pasado en la actualidad a más de 20 millones. 

"La ciudad extiende sus tentáculos hacia todos los lados, provocando una importante deforestación de las montañas al oeste y al sur", recalca el Atlas. 

Otro caso en América Latina que toma en cuenta es el de Santiago, en Chile, que en ese periodo ha duplicado su población, que ahora alcanza los 5 millones de habitantes. 

Sin embargo, Peduzzi dijo que no hay que caer en el pesimismo porque hay ejemplos que demuestran que "cuando hay voluntad política se pueden encontrar los medios para recuperar el ecosistema". 

Resumen de Prensa PNUMA / ORPALC 
____________________________________________________________________________

Yemen Observer:Al-Hodeida University to host major biology conference 
12 Jun 2005, 14:00
Al-HODEIDA - Al-Hodeida University will be hosting biologists from Arab nations in one of the largest forums of its kind ever held in the Arab world. 

The Arab Federation of Biologists is working with the university to hold the forum on November 19-24 under the banner “Towards Future Development of Fisheries and Preservation of Human Health”. 

“Arab universities, national institutes, research centers and fishery and health organizations will be taking part,” a university official said. 

Dr. Ebrahim Omar said the conference would show how new technology can help biologists grapple with the discovery of endemic diseases, infection mediums, disease resistance, and the development of fisheries and marine environments. 

Eye on Earth: Satellite atlas shows changes
MSNBC - A photo atlas released by the United Nations Environment Program shows mankind's impact on the planet, from major deforestation to urban sprawl.

Mexico City mushrooms from a modest urban center in 1973 to a massive blot on the landscape in 2000, while Beijing shows a similar surge between 1978 and 2000 in satellite pictures.

Delhi sprawls explosively between 1977 and 1999, while from 1973 to 2000 the tiny desert town of Las Vegas turns into a monster conurbation of 1 million people - placing massive strain on scarce water supplies.

“The battle for sustainable development, for delivering a more environmentally stable, just and healthier world, is going to be largely won and lost in our cities,” Klaus Toepfer, director of the U.N. Environment Program, said in a statement announcing the “One Planet Many People” atlas.

“We are all part of this”

U.N. expert Kaveh Zahedi, at a news conference Friday on the eve of World Environment Day, added that, “If there is one message from this atlas it is that we are all part of this. We can all make a difference.”

Page after page of the 300-page book illustrates in before-and-after pictures from space the disfigurement of the face of the planet wrought by human activities. They include rapid oil and gas development in Wyoming, forest fires across sub-Saharan Africa and the retreat of glaciers and ice in polar and mountain areas.
 
Toepfer, who chose efforts to make cities greener as this year’s theme for World Environment Day, said that, “Cities pull in huge amounts of resources including water, food, timber, metals and people. They export large amounts of waste including household and industrial waste, wastewater and the gases linked with global warming.” 

“Thus their impacts stretch beyond their physical borders affecting countries, regions and the planet as a whole,” he added.

Shrimp farms example
The destruction of swaths of mangroves in the Gulf of Fonseca off Honduras to make way for extensive shrimp farms shows up clearly in the pictures.

The atlas makes the point that not only has the destruction left the estuary bereft of the natural coastal defense provided by the mangroves, but the shrimp themselves have been linked to pollution and widespread damage to the area’s ecosystem.

And images of the wholesale destruction of vital rainforest around Iguazu Falls - one of South America’s most spectacular waterfalls on the borders between Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay evoke comparisons with a bulldozer on a rampage.

“These illustrate some of the changes we have made to our environment,” Zahedi said. “This is a visual tool to capture people’s imaginations showing what is really happening.”

“It serves as an early warning,” he added.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Indian Express:Peace mountain’ can be science lab  

13 June 2005

PM’s proposal on Siachen applauded by scientists   

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s statement that he wants Siachen to be declared a ‘‘peace mountain’’ has found an echo in a group of international scientists.

These scientists — from India, Pakistan, China, USA and Canada — have for long been demanding that the region be declared a ‘‘science peace park’’. They point out that the glacier offers a unique environment to study many aspects of earth sciences. 
The interest of the scientific community in the inhospitable Siachen region can be guaged from the fact that at the annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) held earlier this year in Washington DC, there was a special symposium titled ‘Himalayan High Ice: Climate, Water, Hazard, War and Peace’. It had endorsed the creation of a ‘‘Siachen peace park’’ where ‘‘comprehensive, cross-border science’’ could be carried out. 

Jeff Kargel of the United States Geological Survey, an expert on the Karakoram range, calls the initiative ‘‘a science for peace programme for the high Asian region where today chaos prevails’’. 

Syed Iqbal Hasnain, Vice-Chancellor of Calicut University, who is a world acclaimed glaciologist and a consultant to the UN Environment Programme, describes the PM’s move as a historic gesture for preservation of the Himalayas. 

Hasnain said that without compromising the current geographical positions that the warring armies hold, two separate high-altitude research stations could be created — one on the Pakistani side and the other on the Indian side. This, according to Hasnain, could offer an ‘‘honourable exit’’ to both armies which have been fighting a futile war. 

Dr Saleem Ali, a Pakistan-born scientist at the University of Vermont, Canada, says ‘‘the Karakoram range includes fragile ecosystems that have been impacted by military presence and the lack of proper conservation management regimes.’’ 

Scientists say the huge amount of fresh water stored in the glaciers constitutes an important feature of the hydrological balance for much of South Asia. Melting of the glaciers due to activities in their immediate vicinity or as a result of climate change deserves careful monitoring. They say the Siachen glacier is receding fast under the onslaught of human activity. 

Hasnain feels Pakistan must seize this opportunity to protect the glacier since it stands to gain the most. The water from the glacier drains into the Indus, he says, which is the lifeline of that country. 

To lobby for a ‘Siachen Peace Park’, the National Science Foundation of the US has, according to Hasnain, provided over $150,000 of seed funding for workshops in India and Pakistan. The first meeting is likely to be held here in October followed by another meeting in Islamabad.
_____________________________________________________________________________

RTL: Une journee mondiale pour l'ocean

08.06.05 

A l'initiative de plusieurs organisations, aquariums ou centres de la mer, une journée mondiale de l'océan était célébrée mercredi (8 juin) sur les cinq continents, à travers différentes animations et actions. L'objectif : sensibiliser le grand public à une meilleure gestion de l'océan et de ses ressources. Les océans recouvrent les deux tiers de la Terre. Ils ne se sont jamais autant dégradés que ces cinq dernières années.
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Interpeller, informer sensibiliser, éduquer
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L’Océan recouvre les deux tiers de la Terre et est partout dans notre vie quotidienne. Procure nourriture et énergie. Joue un rôle essentiel dans la régulation des climats, la qualité de l’air et de l’eau. Offre activités économiques et loisirs... Et pourtant, l’Océan ne s’est jamais autant dégradé que ces 5 dernières années. La mer subit en effet de plein fouet les excès de l'activité humaine : pollution, épuisement des ressources, appauvrissement de la biodiversité,... ce qui n'est pas sans compromettre fortement l’équilibre fragile de l’écosystème marin et par là, l’avenir des générations futures. 

Face à ce constat, de nombreuses organisations, aquariums, centre de sciences, musées, associations et Institutions d’éducation à l’environnement marin, ont décidé de faire chaque année du 8 juin une journée mondiale de l'océan. Une journée pour interpeller responsables politiques et décideurs économiques, informer, sensibiliser et éduquer le plus large public et l’inciter à l’action. Autrement dit, une journée pour "mettre en lumière la beauté et la fragilité des écosystèmes marins, et assurer leur survie", comme l'ont expliqué mercredi matin à Paris les organisateurs. 

Des animations de Paris à Buenos-Aires
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Simultanément sur les 5 continents, aussi bien en France qu'en Mauritanie, Italie, Etats-Unis, Australie ou Danemark, les membres du Réseau Océan Mondial, avec le soutien de la Commission Océanographique Intergouvernementale de l’UNESCO, avec le parrainage du Programme d’Action Mondial pour l’Environnement des Nations Unies (GPA/UNEP), et sous la présidence d’honneur de Jean-Michel Cousteau inviteront toutes et tous à célébrer l’Océan. Outre le lancement d'un "Passeport de citoyen de l’océan, ils proposeront à leur public différentes animations, festivités (artistiques, musicales, scientifiques, sportives… et concours de la meilleure action pour l’Océan) pour célébrer cette journée. Avec un slogan : "Pour l’avenir de la planète bleue, chacun de nos gestes compte".

Les causes de la dégradation des océans sont connues : pêche industrielle, réchauffement du climat, pollution, sacs plastiques jetés négligemment. Si bien que chaque année, de nouvelles espèces de poisson disparaissent dans le monde. La biodiversité s'appauvrit. Douze ans après le Sommet de la Terre de Rio et deux après celui de Johannesburg, la journée mondiale de l’océan se veut donc une journée exemplaire de prise de conscience. Même si, pour assurer la préservation du milieu marin, ce n'est pas seulement sur une journée qu'il faut concentrer les forces, mais tout au long de l'année.

Grégory Fortune
_____________________________________________________________________________

Noticias Info: Visión global de la problemática del mercurio

12.06.2005

/noticias.info/ El mercurio y sus derivados son extremadamente tóxicos para los humanos, en especial para el sistema nervioso infantil en desarrollo. También son dañinos para los ecosistemas y la vida salvaje. El metabolismo microbiano del mercurio depositado puede formar metilmercurio, que tiene la capacidad de acumularse en organismos (bioacumulación) y de concentrarse en las cadenas tróficas (bioamplificación), especialmente en la cadena alimentaria acuática. Algunos peces de consumo corriente, como el atún o el pez espada, contienen cantidades de mercurio que pueden suponer un riesgo para la salud de los consumidores. El metilmercurio traspasa fácilmente la barrera placentaria y la barrera sanguínea del cerebro. Esto lo hace especialmente peligroso para las mujeres embarazadas y en edad fértil, que pueden acumularlo en su organismo y traspasárselo a sus hijos. 

La contaminación por mercurio es una amenaza mundial y así lo recoge claramente la Evaluación Global de Mercurio del PNUMA (Programa de Medio Ambiente de las Naciones Unidas) de 2003. Este informe explica cómo el mercurio circula por el agua, el suelo, los sedimentos y sobre todo por el aire, depositándose y movilizándose continuamente, y apareciendo en regiones muy lejanas de la fuente de emisión. 

Ecologistas en Acción considera urgente la lucha contra este contaminante, y para ello propone que se tomen las medidas siguientes: 


1. FIN DE LA EXTRACCIÓN Y DE LA PRODUCCIÓN PRIMARIA

Antecedentes 

La mayor mina de mercurio de Europa se encuentra en Almadén, Ciudad Real, y lleva por lo menos 2.300 años explotándose. En 2002, Minas de Almadén y Arrayanes (MAYASA), empresa estatal encargada de la explotación de las minas, interrumpió la extracción de mineral. La minería de mercurio representa la fuente más nociva para el medio ambiente debido a la magnitud de las emisiones durante el proceso minero y posterior procesado y porque la extracción añade mercurio a las reservas totales que circulan en el medio ambiente. 

Propuestas 

Cerrando las minas de Almadén, la Unión Europea centrará la atención del mundo sobre la necesidad de una actuación similar en las minas de Argelia y Kyrgyzstan, países que informan poco o nada de sus actividades mineras y comerciales con el mercurio. 

Ecologistas en Acción aboga por que el cese de la actividad extractiva sea definitivo y por que la comunidad internacional alcance un acuerdo legalmente vinculante que impida a los demás países productores seguir extrayendo cinabrio, el mineral que contiene el mercurio. 

2. FIN DEL COMERCIO Y USO DE MERCURIO

Antecedentes 

El mercurio se utiliza en aplicaciones muy presentes en la vida diaria. Se encuentra en termómetros y barómetros, en pigmentos, cosméticos, pilas, relés, interruptores, detectores de llama, en amalgamas dentales, instrumentos médicos, vacunas, medicamentos, pesticidas, funguicidas, tubos fluorescentes, etc... Hasta 1972 se utilizaba con frecuencia en lavadoras, neveras, estufas, hornos, planchas, juguetes... y en 1997 se prohibió su uso en las zapatillas deportivas “luminosas”... 

Sin embargo, el 75% de la cantidad total de mercurio actualmente en uso en el mundo se concentra en la industria del cloro-sosa, en las pilas y baterías y en la minería de oro. 

En 2000, los Países Bajos y España enviaron, respectivamente, 245 y 774 toneladas de mercurio de baja calidad y a bajo precio a países no pertenecientes a la UE. El mercurio obtenido en operaciones de recuperación se está incrementando pero su uso controlado está disminuyendo, lo que significa que en los próximos años habrá una cantidad creciente de mercurio disponible en un mercado menguante. 

El destino del mercurio retirado del mercado europeo sería incierto. Una parte importante podría terminar siendo usada sin restricciones en la minería de oro a pequeña escala en China, Filipinas, Indonesia, Brasil y Colombia, entre otros países. 

Propuestas 

Comercio. Algunos países como Finlandia, Países Bajos y Finlandia, ya han prohibido la exportación de mercurio. Ecologistas en Acción aboga por que España y el resto de países miembros de la Unión Europea se sumen a esta iniciativa y prohíban también la importación de productos que contengan mercurio antes del año 2008. 

Usos en la UE 

1. Controlar y acelerar la reconversión de la industria del cloro-sosa hacia tecnologías que utilicen las mejores técnicas disponibles sin mercurio. 

2. Prohibir el uso del mercurio en los equipos de medida y control. Se debe legislar la obligatoriedad de sustituir el mercurio en este tipo de productos como única manera eficaz de evitar las emisiones debidas a su uso y eliminación. Suecia, Dinamarca y Holanda ya han informado de su experiencia en la implantación de estas restricciones y existen alternativas viables y competitivas disponibles para casi todas estas aplicaciones. En las que no haya alternativa viable, deberá restringirse su uso y fomentar la I+D. 

3. Prohibir el uso del mercurio en las amalgamas dentales, dado que existen alternativas viables como los composites. Las Directivas existentes que tratan de los productos que contienen mercurio deben revisarse y eliminar las excepciones. Cuando sean aplicables las derogaciones, habrá que limitarlas en el tiempo, proporcionar incentivos a la I+D y fomentar las técnicas y productos alternativos en la industria. 

4. Prohibir a corto plazo la importación por la UE de cualquier producto que contenga mercurio, lo cual supone: 
Revisar las excepciones para el uso del mercurio en estos productos recogidas en la legislación europea y limitarlas en el tiempo. 
Proporcionar incentivos a la I+D y fomentar las técnicas y productos alternativos en la industria. 
No conceder ninguna excepción nueva a esta prohibición. 

Usos en el resto del mundo 

La Unión Europea y los países desarrollados deberán comprometerse con los países en vías de desarrollo en asistir la realización de esta transición tecnológica. 


3. ESTABLECIMIENTO DE LÍMITES DE EMISIÓN PARA TODAS LAS ACTIVIDADES SIGNIFICATIVAS
(bajo la Directiva IPPC o en instrumentos legislativos separados) 

Antecedentes 

Las emisiones de las grandes centrales térmicas de carbón (así como las plantas de combustión de carbón en menor escala) son con mucho la mayor fuente de emisión de mercurio a la atmósfera. En este momento ya existen varias opciones de control, como las técnicas de reducción de emisiones (abatement), el uso de carbones con bajo contenido en mercurio, el lavado del carbón o el cambio a un combustible más limpio. 

Propuestas 

Los avances sobre valores límite de emisión de mercurio deben incorporarse en cuanto surjan en cualquier foro europeo o internacional, como el Protocolo de Metales Pesados bajo la Convención de Contaminación Transfronteriza de Largo Alcance del Aire (LRTAP) o la cuarta directiva hija sobre calidad del aire 

Es importante fijar valores límite y medidas de control de las emisiones de mercurio en las térmicas, tanto a escala europea como en el resto del mundo. Los plazos propuestos a escala internacional para implantar las mejores técnicas disponibles son 2012 para las grandes térmicas de más de 50 MW y 2017 par el resto. 

Deben controlarse también las emisiones de mercurio de los hornos crematorios en todo el mundo, tal y como ya se hace en varios Estados Miembros de la UE. Esta legislación ya está implantada en Dinamarca, Holanda y Alemania y debe armonizarse antes de que más EM adopten su propia legislación. 


4. CONTROLES MÁS ESTRICTOS EN LA CALIDAD ALIMENTARIA

Antecedentes 

El mercurio se acumula sobre todo en los peces de gran tamaño, como el atún, el pez espada, el tiburón, etc... 

Propuestas 

Como ya hemos destacado, el mercurio ostenta propiedades bioacumulativas y bioamplificadoras es decir que se acumula y se concentra en los organismos, tanto humanos como animales. 

Ecologistas en Acción aboga por que se introduzcan controles más estrictos en la calidad de los alimentos. Sin embargo, al mismo tiempo hay que informar, educar y alertar a los grupos sensibles de la población (niños pequeños y mujeres embarazadas, en periodo de lactancia o en edad fértil). 


5. RECOGIDA SELECTIVA Y TRATAMIENTO DE LOS PRODUCTOS EN CIRCULACIÓN

Antecedentes 

Actualmente hay todavía en circulación muchos productos de consumo habitual que contienen mercurio. Algunos tienen previsto un sistema de recogida selectiva en puntos limpios (fluorescentes, pinturas, pilas, baterías, ...) o en gestores especializados (medicamentos, pesticidas, funguicidas, ordenadores, electrodomésticos, vehículos fuera de uso,...). Sin embargo, algunas aplicaciones todavía no tienen organizada una recogida y tratamiento propios (amalgamas dentales, termómetros, barómetros, ...) 

Propuestas 

Estos productos deben someterse a una recogida selectiva y a un tratamiento adecuado según el principio de responsabilidad del productor. Debe evitarse su retorno al mercado y deben ser destinados a almacenamientos definitivos. También debe hacerse lo propio con el mercurio resultante como subproducto de otros procesos, como en la metalurgia del zinc y la refinería del gas natural. 


6. ALMACENAMIENTO DEFINITIVO DEL MERCURIO PROCEDENTE DE LA INDUSTRIA DEL CLORO SOBRE LA BASE DEL PRINCIPIO DE PROXIMIDAD

Antecedentes 

El sector industrial del cloro es el mayor usuario de mercurio de Europa. La industria del cloro está contemplada por la Directiva IPPC (Prevención y Control Integrados de la Contaminación) que requiere que las instalaciones obtengan licencias basadas en las Mejores Técnicas Disponibles. El proceso de células de cátodo de mercurio no se considera Mejor Técnica Disponible para el sector industrial del cloro. El artículo 5 de la Directiva establece que las instalaciones en funcionamiento antes del 30 de octubre de 1999 deberían operar de acuerdo con los requerimientos de la Directiva para el 30 de octubre de 2007. 

Por lo tanto, habrá una reducción progresiva del uso del mercurio en la industria del cloro en los próximos años, ya que las viejas plantas se acercan al final de su vida económica y/o tienen sus permisos pendientes de los requerimientos de la Directiva IPPC. El calendario exacto para esta reducción progresiva dependerá de cómo interpreten y apliquen la Directiva IPPC los distintos Estados Miembros y de si la retirada paulatina recomendada de las células de cátodo de mercurio es puesta en práctica o no. 

En los últimos 15 años, al menos 34 plantas de cloro-sosa en los Países Bajos, Alemania (que estudia el almacenamiento del mercurio excedente en antiguas minas de sal), Reino Unido, Finlandia, Francia, Suecia (que obliga a estabilizar y almacenar el Hg en lechos rocosos), Noruega, Italia, Portugal, Bélgica, España, Austria y Dinamarca han desmantelado toda o parte de su producción a base de mercurio. Todas las instalaciones retiradas del servicio activo han reutilizado el mercurio residual en otras instalaciones de cloro basadas en mercurio que aún existen o lo han vendido en el mercado mundial. 

La cantidad total de mercurio fuera de uso en la UE de aquí a 2007 será de entre 12.000 y 15.000 toneladas, más unas 2.000 toneladas procedentes de las plantas de cloro en la EFTA (Asociación Europea del Libre Comercio) y en los nuevos Estados miembro. 

Propuestas 

El mercurio procedente de la industria del cloro debe ser confinado a almacenamientos definitivos y seguros según el principio de proximidad y el principio de “quien contamina paga”, para evitar transportes peligrosos a largas distancias y la concentración en puntos únicos y responsabilizando a la industria usuaria de la gestión de un contaminante con el que se ha lucrado. 

En este sentido, Ecologistas en Acción se opone frontalmente a que Almadén y su comarca se conviertan en el vertedero de mercurio de Europa. Además, esta medida extendería el problema a otros colectivos sociales. 

La asociación industrial EuroChlor no se opone al almacenamiento temporal del mercurio eliminado por la industria del cloro. Desde el punto de vista de Ecologistas en Acción, este almacenamiento temporal debe incorporar la intención última de un almacenamiento permanente, sin el que esta medida sería únicamente un retraso en el uso, emisiones e impactos del excedente de mercurio, y no su prevención. Esta acción no necesita esperar a la revisión del BREF del cloro y algunas medidas deben ser tomadas inmediatamente. Hasta ese momento, el mercurio de la industria del cloro seguirá presente en el mercado internacional. 


7. LA COMARCA DE ALMADÉN

Antecedentes 

La vida de esta comarca española lleva siglos ligada a la minería del mercurio. Desde mediados de los años 1990, esta región ha recibido sustanciosas subvenciones estatales y europeas con la intención explícita de pasar de la minería y el comercio del mercurio hacia actividades más sostenibles (5.222 millones de euros en 1995) . 

Desgraciadamente, todavía queda mucho por hacer. Es pues urgente que las autoridades competentes adopten compromisos firmes para evitar en el futuro unos costes económicos y ambientales inaceptables para los Estados Miembros. Almadén debe interrumpir su actividad comercial y pasar a actividades más sostenibles con la ayuda de las subvenciones oportunas. 

Propuestas 

Ecologistas en Acción considera que el depósito de seguridad “Quinto del Hierro” de MAYASA puede servir de almacenamiento definitivo para los excedentes de mercurio de la industria española y para los residuos generados en España. 

Por otra parte, apoya los proyectos de reconversión de la empresa MAYASA hacia actividades alternativas respetuosas con el medio ambiente, tales como el turismo rural y cultural, la arqueología industrial o los museos y centros de estudios de la Historia del Mercurio. En 2004 ha abierto sus puertas el Museo del Minero y a finales de 2005 está prevista la inauguración de la primera fase del proyecto turístico en varias minas. 

También aboga por el desarrollo sostenible de actividades agrícolas, apícolas y ganaderas (ovejas para carne o queso) en la Dehesa de Castilseras, propiedad de la empresa MAYASA, o en cualquier otro emplazamiento que sea considerado conveniente.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Die Welt:Jobangebot für Klaus Töpfer 

13.06.2005

Nach Informationen der "Berliner Zeitung“ hat CDU-Chefin Merkel den Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms gebeten, bei der Berliner Abgeordnetenhauswahl anzutreten

	

	


Berlin - Die CDU-Bundesvorsitzende Angela Merkel macht sich angeblich dafür stark, daß der frühere Bundesumweltminister Klaus Töpfer im kommenden Jahr als CDU-Spitzenkandidat bei der Berliner Abgeordnetenhauswahl antritt. Das berichtet die „Berliner Zeitung“. 

Merkel soll den 66-jährigen Umweltchef der UNO bereits an seinem Dienstsitz in Nairobi in dieser Sache angerufen haben, hätten mehrere Personen aus Kreisen der Union bestätigt. Geht es nach der CDU-Chefin, soll der Ex-Bundesminister den jetzigen Amtsinhaber Klaus Wowereit (SPD) 2006 als Regierenden Bürgermeister ablösen, schreibt die Zeitung. Töpfer hatte bislang stets betont, er habe derzeit andere Sorgen, und wollte die Spekulationen um eine mögliche Spitzenkandidatur nicht weiter kommentieren. 

Der neue Landesvorsitzende der Berliner Union, der EU-Parlamentarier Ingo Schmitt, wird dem Zeitungsbericht zufolge noch in diesem Monat nach Nairobi reisen, um Töpfer zu einer Zusage zu bewegen.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Berliner Zeitung:Aus Nairobi leider kein Kommentar

14. Juni 2005

UN-Umweltchef Töpfer sagt nichts zu seiner Kandidatur

Jan Thomsen 

Tagesaktuell erscheint die Berliner Zeitung in Nairobi, der Hauptstadt Kenias, leider nicht. Wer sie dort abonnieren will, muss einen teuren Flugtransport bezahlen und sich ein wenig gedulden. Dennoch gibt es treue Leser: Denn im Internet steht stets die neueste Ausgabe. Und so entdeckte Mr. Nick Nutall, Sprecher von UN-Umweltdirektor Klaus Töpfer mit Dienstsitz in Nairobi, an diesem Montagmorgen in der Berliner Zeitung einen Bericht über seinen Chef. Dieser sei, so hieß es dort unter Berufung auf CDU-Kreise, von der CDU-Bundesvorsitzenden Angela Merkel persönlich gebeten worden, nach seiner Amtszeit als Uno-Umweltchef im Jahr 2006 als Spitzenkandidat der Berliner CDU anzutreten - gegen den jetzigen Regierenden Bürgermeister Klaus Wowereit (SPD).

Mr. Nutall ließ den Text gleich ausdrucken, legte ihn in den täglichen Pressespiegel, präsentierte ihn noch am frühen Morgen Herrn Töpfer - und leitete später auch den Wunsch dieser Zeitung weiter, von Töpfer selbst eine Stellungnahme zu den CDU-Plänen zu erhalten, die andere Christdemokraten längst bestätigt haben, wenn auch anonym. Etwa eine Stunde später, gegen Mittag, war die Reaktion da. Leider fiel sie wie erwartet aus. Nick Nutall: "Mr. Töpfer does not want to comment on these rumours." Herr Töpfer möchte zu diesen Gerüchten nichts sagen. Schade.

Zeitplan: Bis zum Jahresende

Überraschen kann dies aber nicht. Die CDU Berlin hat zwar mit der Wahl von Ingo Schmitt zum neuen Landeschef die Suche nach einem Spitzenkandidaten außerhalb der Hauptstadt begonnen, doch sie tut dies verständlicherweise nicht in der Öffentlichkeit. Es gilt, so heißt es allenthalben, nach wie vor der Zeitplan, dass erst zum Jahresende ein Kandidat für die Wahl im Herbst 2006 präsentiert werde. Von den wichtigsten Berliner CDU-Politikern war daher am Montag auch keine andere Meinung zu hören. Landeschef und EU-Parlamentarier Ingo Schmitt, der dem Vernehmen nach demnächst nach Nairobi fliegen wird, um mit Töpfer zu sprechen, ließ aus Brüssel nur mitteilen, dass er nichts mitteilen wolle. Sein Generalsekretär Frank Henkel und Fraktionschef Nicolas Zimmer, derzeit in Kiel zur Konferenz aller CDU-Fraktionsvorsitzenden, schwiegen sich ebenso aus wie die Pressestelle der Bundes-CDU, die ein Gespräch zwischen Merkel und Töpfer nicht bestätigen mochte.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Boston Globe: Bipartisan groups of lawmakers to press Senate on emissions 
Tighter limits sought for greenhouse gases

By Rick Klein, Globe Staff  |  June 14, 2005
WASHINGTON -- With concern over global warming mounting in the United States and abroad, three bipartisan groups of lawmakers plan this week to press the Senate to adopt beefed-up emissions controls, despite staunch White House resistance to them.

Last week, at a news conference with Prime Minister Tony Blair of Britain -- who has been encouraging the Bush administration to more aggressively confront climate change -- President Bush said more information is needed before his administration can take further steps to address global warming. But several Republican senators are endorsing proposals that would limit the release of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, that trap heat in the atmosphere and are produced by power plants and manufacturers.

Senator John McCain, Republican of Arizona, has teamed up with Senator Joseph I. Lieberman, Democrat of Connecticut, to offer the proposal that is most popular with environmentalists. It would freeze carbon emissions at their 2010 levels by capping production and allowing manufacturers to trade cap room.

Senator Chuck Hagel, Republican of Nebraska, met yesterday with other senators to discuss his plan for tax and loan incentives for companies that seek to curb greenhouse gas emissions.

The chairman of the Senate Energy Committee, Pete V. Domenici, is considering whether to team up with a fellow New Mexican, Senator Jeff Bingaman, a Democrat, on another proposal that would cap emissions but allow companies to buy their way out if the cost of reducing emissions proves to be prohibitively high.

''We're thrilled at the interest being shown by Republicans at doing something that's achievable and doable," said Bill Wicker, a Bingaman spokesman.

The three separate proposals will be offered as amendments to the energy bill that is to be discussed in the Senate starting today.

The proposals vary considerably in the severity of actions they would require of greenhouse gas producers, and each would have to overcome fierce opposition from both the Bush administration and House leadership to become law. In April, the House passed its version of an energy bill, which does not address global warming.

Still, environmental groups say any vote to change federal policy on climate change would send a powerful message that lawmakers are ready to acknowledge and respond to global warming.

''The great thing about this debate is it's not going to be about 'It's happening' or 'It's not happening.' It's 'What should we do about it?' " said Karen Wayland, legislative director for the Natural Resources Defense Council. ''It does represent a very fundamental shift of the politics of global warming."

Bush has resisted mandatory caps on emissions, which are included in the McCain-Lieberman and Bingaman proposals. In 2001, Bush withdrew the United States from the Kyoto Protocol, which would have forced American companies to begin limiting their emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases this year. The Bush administration also came under fire last week for allegedly allowing a White House aide to edit government climate reports to downplay links between gas emissions and global warming.

Scott McClellan, a spokesman for the White House, yesterday sidestepped questions over whether emissions caps would lead the president to veto the energy bill, a sweeping piece of legislation that Bush has repeatedly called on Congress to approve. But McClellan made clear that the administration remains committed to incentives that encourage the private sector to find ways to produce lower amounts of the gases, and wants further research into the causes of climate change.

The last Senate attempt to curb greenhouse gas production was made in 2003, when a measure similar to that being offered again by McCain and Lieberman was defeated, 55 to 43. Since then, Democrats lost four seats in the 2004 elections.

Harry Reid, the Senate minority leader, said he expects greater support for controlling global warming this year, because scientists have moved closer to settling the debate over whether greenhouse gases are affecting the environment. Reid, Democrat of Nevada, said former vice president Al Gore will be in Washington today and tomorrow to help Democrats rally support for addressing climate change.

Several Senate aides said the Bingaman proposal is the most likely to pass, because it attempts to craft a middle-of-the-road solution. It is modeled closely on recommendations made by the National Commission on Energy Policy last year.

Bingaman's amendment would mandate emissions controls starting in 2010, with a goal of returning the nation to the 2012 level of greenhouse gas emissions by 2020. It would allow overproducing companies to purchase emissions credits from others who are under the cap. To control the price of those credits, it would also allow companies to pay the government $7 for every metric ton of carbon dioxide by which they exceed the cap.

The money generated -- estimated at $35 billion over 10 years -- could be used to develop new technologies and help communities cope with climate change. Environmental groups would prefer a ''hard cap" on emissions, to guarantee that emissions are actually cut, but they say any step in the direction of controlling global warming would be significant.

___________________________________________________________________________

The Australian: Progress made at conference on Antarctica
AFP
14jun05

STOCKHOLM: Delegates attending a conference in Sweden on protecting Antarctica have made substantial progress towards agreeing a deal on issues such as reaction to a major incident, the conference chairman said on Monday.

About 300 experts, including representatives from 45 governmemts are attending the meeting, the 28th conference on the Antarctica treaty, which opened on June 6 and is due to end on Friday.
According to chairman Hans Corell, a former senior United Nations official, a treaty charting a "strategy for the future" had "been very well received", something he described as a "very positive development".

Corell, a Swedish national, said progress had been made in working out a protocol on responsibilities and insurance in the event of a serious accident such as an oil spill.

A text should be adopted by the end of the week ending years of discussions, he said.

This week delegates will consider the impact of tourism on the continent. According to Corell each year between 20,000 and 30,000 visitors go to Antarctica, where 90 per cent of the planet's ice is to be found. It covers 14 million square kilometres.

Experts have warned recently that climate change is having an effect, with 200 glaciers along the coasts in the process of melting.

A 1959 treaty signed by 12 states recognised that region's role in the global climate and laid down that it was in the interest of mankind that the continent continue to be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and should not become the theatre or object of international conflict. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Le Figaro: Nouvelle indemnisation accordée à un militaire exposé aux radiations nucléaires 

14 juin 2005
Le tribunal des pensions militaires de Brest a reconnu hier à un officier de marine le droit à bénéficier d'une pension d'invalidité. Ayant participé à des essais nucléaires à Mururoa, en Polynésie française, le militaire souffre d'un cancer de la thyroïde. Le taux et le montant de la pension seront fixés ultérieurement, après expertise. Hier, Michel Cariou, ingénieur en radioprotection, a tenu à remercier la présidente du tribunal. «Je pense à tous mes camarades décédés, on se bat également pour leur mémoire», a expliqué, très ému, le vétéran, qui a terminé sa carrière en tant que chef du service de protection NBC à la base des sous-marins de l'Ile-Longue, en face de Brest. Michel Cariou, 67 ans, a participé à six campagnes d'essais à Mururoa, de 1966 à 1972, et assisté à 31 tirs. Il impute son cancer de la thyroïde, décelé il y a dix ans, à l'exposition aux radiations. Lors de l'audience, le commissaire du gouvernement avait rejeté sa requête, «faute de preuves». Mais l'ancien officier avait produit son dossier médical, obtenu en 2000. «Je me suis aperçu que, dès 1972, j'avais reçu 45fois la dose admise de strontium90, un élément radioactif qui m'a rongé les os pendant des années, affirme-t-il aujourd'hui. Le cancer de la thyroïde est une des premières affections que les Etats-Unis reconnaissent à leurs vétérans.» Selon le tribunal, la contamination de l'ancien militaire a «entraîné un développement des risques de cancer de la thyroïde». Sa décision peut faire l'objet d'un appel du ministère de la Défense. A la suite d'une action intentée par la veuve d'un homme mort il y a douze ans, le tribunal de Quimper vient d'ordonner une expertise. Membre de la commission scientifique de l'Association des vétérans des essais nucléaires (Aven), Michel Cariou entend se battre pour les 200 vétérans qui ont déposé des dossiers devant les tribunaux des pensions. Son combat personnel n'est pas terminé. Ancien de la marine, il est aussi malade de l'amiante. Christian Vallet
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UN or UNEP in the news


Space measurements of carbon offer clearer view of Earth's climate future
Webnewswire.com, India, 13 June 2005 - This week saw more than 60 researchers from Europe, the United States and Japan gather at ESRIN, ESA's establishment in Italy, for the three-day Carbon from Space workshop, jointly organised by ESA, the International Geosphere Biosphere Programme ( IGBP ), the Integrated Global Carbon Observations Theme ( IGCO ) of the Integrated Global Observing Strategy ( IGOS ) and the Global Carbon Project ( GCP ), with support from the European Union's CarboEurope project
…The fact that human activities are pumping extra carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, by burning carbon that has been locked up in the Earth, is well known – the overall concentration of this leading greenhouse gas has increased by a third since the Industrial Revolution. 
However, only around half of the extra carbon dioxide human activity sends into the atmosphere stays there, unidentified 'sinks' on the land or ocean surface absorb the rest. The rate of climate change would be much greater without this absorption, but as long as its distribution, strength and variability remains uncertain, the continuation of this effect cannot be taken for granted. In future, global warming may shut it off, or even throw it into reverse.
…Intended for completion this September and aimed at an audience including Earth Observation agencies and United Nations agencies including the United Nations Environment Programme ( UNEP ) and the Food and Agriculture Administration ( FAO ), the Plan will be a list of actions needed to create a semi-operational carbon observation system during the coming decade.
http://webnewswire.com/article436561.html 

General Environment News

Japan to ban free plastic bags
Today, Singapore, Tuesday - June 14, 2005 - TOKYO — Japan announced a draft plan yesterday to stop retailers from giving out plastic bags for free, amid efforts to improve the environment in the nation where the landmark Kyoto Protocol was sealed.
The proposal by the environment ministry would cut back on Japan's widespread use of plastic bags either through legislation or agreements with industry to end free distribution.
"If everything goes as scheduled, the bill to ban free distribution of plastic bags will be sent to the parliament in 2006 at the earliest," an environment ministry official said.
…"There are no similar nationwide statistics, but we expect charging for plastic bags will reduce a significant amount of garbage from households," the environment ministry official said.
The Japanese government faces an uphill battle to meet its target under the Kyoto Protocol of reducing its greenhouse gas emissions six per cent by 2008 to 2012 from the 1990 level. It hopes to achieve the goal partly by reducing the amount of household rubbish.
http://www.todayonline.com/articles/55954.asp 
‘Peace mountain’ can be science lab -  PM’s proposal on Siachen applauded by scientists
Indian Express - New Delhi, India, PALLAVA BAGLA - NEW DELHI, JUNE 13: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s statement that he wants Siachen to be declared a ‘‘peace mountain’’ has found an echo in a group of international scientists.
These scientists — from India, Pakistan, China, USA and Canada — have for long been demanding that the region be declared a ‘‘science peace park’’. They point out that the glacier offers a unique environment to study many aspects of earth sciences.
The interest of the scientific community in the inhospitable Siachen region can be guaged from the fact that at the annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) held earlier this year in Washington DC, there was a special symposium titled ‘Himalayan High Ice: Climate, Water, Hazard, War and Peace’. It had endorsed the creation of a ‘‘Siachen peace park’’ where ‘‘comprehensive, cross-border science’’ could be carried out.
http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=72606 

************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update – 14 June 2005
General Environment News

Enhanced efforts called for to treat polluted rivers

Xinhuanet 2005-06-13
China's Environmental agency on Monday urged localities to speed up building pollution treatment projects along the country's most heavily-polluted rivers and lakes, saying that the construction pace was far behind what had been planned. …SEPA urged localities to kick off the construction of all the remaining projects by the end of 2005, otherwise, their names would be made public by the media, it warned. China has put high on its agenda the issue of tackling water pollution which has not only hindered its economic development but also possibly caused social unrest in some areas.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-06/13/content_3079487.htm 

China supports whaling ban: official

Xinhuanet 2005-06-13

China is likely to oppose Japan's bid to end the ban on commercial whaling. Countries are voting on the issue at the International Whaling Commission's 57th Annual Meeting in Ulsan, South Korea from June 20th to 24th. Chinese environmental official Meng Xianlin says China wants to uphold the ban on whaling and calls for whales to be better protected. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-06/13/content_3078919.htm
Beijing public buildings urged to cut energy

Xinhuanet 2005-06-13

Public buildings in Beijing, including government offices, must do all they can to save energy this year, sources with the Beijing Municipal Construction Commission said yesterday. Although public buildings including hotels, department stores and offices account for only 5 per cent of the city's total architecture, their electricity consumption is nearly half of that used by the entire capital, sources said. "The Beijing municipal government has decided to urge public buildings, especially government offices, to adopt various measures to save energy," said Xu Chenhui, an official with the Beijing Municipal Construction Commission. He was speaking yesterday on the sidelines of the Beijing Energy-Saving Technology Exhibition. 

 http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-06/13/content_3076935.htm

_____________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

World Bank team due in Dar es Salaam Tuesday
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania (PANA) - A World Bank delegation from Washington is due in Dar es Salaam Tuesday on a four-day mission in connection with safe water delivery in Tanzania. World Bank country Director, Judy O'Connor, said the team would also examine the country's sewerage systems and how they could be improved. Dar es Salaam is one of African cities with poor sewerage systems, where buildings are constructed on sewerage/drainage tracks. According to O'Connor, the World Bank team will also look into the funding of water purification in Tanzania, to reduce water-borne diseases that are killing thousands. The delegation is coming about a month after the termination of the contract of a British firm, City Water, to manage the Dar es Salaam Water and Sewerage Services (DAWASA). Tanzanian authorities reportedly accused the firm of failing to deliver, but the company is said to have filed a suit in London claiming wrongful termination of contract. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng084537&dte=13/06/2005
Tanzania launches study on massive flamingo deaths
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania (PANA) - The Tanzania Wildlife Institute (TAWIRI) has launched a two-year study to investigate caused for the mass deaths of flamingo birds on Lake Manyara in the northern tourist circuit of Arusha last year. The study is co-sponsored by the Board of Trustees of the Tanzania National Parks (TANAPA), whose public relations manager, James Lembeli, said the investigators would collect, analyze and sample the birds' blood, tissues and lake water. In a telephone interview Sunday, Lembeli told PANA from his station in Arusha Sunday that they hoped to find what caused the death of 43,000 birds on Lake Manyara a year ago. A preliminary study carried out by Germany scientists last year indicated that high concentration of toxins contained in the algae consumed by the birds killed them. Flamingo birds constitute major tourist attractions in two lakes, Manyara and Momella on the foot of Mount Meru, the third highest mountain in Africa after Kilimanjaro, 50 km away and Mount Kenya in neighboring Kenya. The mass death of flamingo last year raised concern within Tanzania's tourist and environmental industry especially because the birds had already been entered into the list of endangered species. However, certain observers have been wondering why it has taken Tanzanian authority so long to launch the study expected to take two years. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng084457&dte=12/06/2005
Kenya's Major Water Tower Under Threat

The Nation (Nairobi): The Mau forest complex has a long and chequered history, and the current controversy is but the latest in a long string of problems dating back to the colonial times. The Mau forest occupies a central place in the ecological lifeline of the Rift valley in general and the lives of most of the Maasai in particular.  The forest can be said to be the life support system for the Maasai in the Rift Valley, and is the origin of many rivers that supply water to Narok, Trans Mara and Kajiado districts. The rivers include Mara, Siyapei, Enkare Ngusurr, Enkare Ngi'ro, Enkare Narok and Amala as well as a host of tributaries. The complex covers more than 290,000 hectares and is the largest remaining near-continuous block of indigenous mountain forest in East Africa. Regarded by environmentalists as Kenya's major water tower it comprises seven blocks - South-West Mau, East Mau, Trans Mara, Mau Narok, Maasai Mau, Western Mau and Southern Mau - all of which merge to form the larger Mau complex. The current evictions from the forest are based on controversial recommendations made by the Ndung'u land report resulting from the presidential commission of inquiry into irregular and illegal allocations since independence. The excision of huge parcels has reduced forest cover in Kenya from 1.7 million hectares to 1.4 million hectares, which is 2.5 per cent of the total land area, but only 1.7 per cent which is a closed canopy. "According to international standards, a country with less than 10 per cent of its area under closed canopy forest is environmentally unstable. Forest excisions have severely affected the five main water towers of Mt Kenya, the Mau complex, Mt Elgon, Cherangani and the Aberdares," the report adds. It further notes that the progressive excision of forests and the resultant chaos are in contravention of all environmental agreements and conventions that Kenya has signed.  They include the Convention of Biological Diversity, the Framework Convention of Climate Change and the Ramsar Convention. http://allafrica.com/stories/200506130423.html
Urban Dwellers Think Pollution Still an Issue

The East African Standard (Nairobi): A majority of Kenyans living in urban areas think pollution in their neighborhoods has remained the same in the last one year, according to a report. The report by Steadman Group said 33 per cent of Kenyans in 16 urban areas said pollution in their areas had not changed in the last 12 months.  A good number of urban dwellers, 32 per cent, said pollution in their neighborhood had significantly increased in the last 12 months. About 31 per cent said pollution had decreased in their neighborhood, in a survey conducted between January and April. Two per cent of the respondents said there was no pollution in their neighborhoods and another two per cent did not respond. Respondents were also asked whether they considered the level of pollution in their areas was high, average, low or not polluted at all. A majority of the respondents, 45 per cent, said the level of pollution in their neighborhoods was average, 33 per cent said it was high while 18 per cent said it was low. Four per cent said there was no pollution in their neighborhoods. When asked about what they considered to be the causes of pollution, 79 per cent of the respondents said garbage was the key pollutant while 60 per cent said sewage was the next major cause of pollution in their home areas after garbage. Forty-nine per cent considered dust to be the third cause of pollution while 43 per cent said noise was a cause of pollution in their areas. Another 39 per cent considered smoke as a pollutant in their homes while 17 per cent said chemicals. Water was considered a pollutant by 14 per cent of urban residents. The respondents were also asked about their personal role and level of participation to ensure the environment stayed clean.  In the last six months, 35 per cent of the respondents said they had personally participated in a public environmental clean-up exercise in their neighborhoods. When the respondents were asked if they felt they had a role in ensuring the environment around them stayed clean, 93 per cent of them agreed. http://allafrica.com/stories/200506130391.html
Mosquitoes Could Spread Some Hemorrhagic Diseases

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Scientists fearing the resurgence of mosquito-related infections have expressed fears the parasite may have the potential to spread hemorrhagic diseases currently plaguing some African countries. Although there are no direct links between mosquito bites and the spread of Ebola or its distant cousin, the Marburg researchers say some species are known to spread hemorrhagic diseases such as Yellow Fever.  "There is a breed of mosquito which carries highly infectious diseases and it has the potential to transmit them to human beings when they live close to forests," said Prof Benson Estambale, director of the Institute of Tropical and Infectious Diseases (Unitid) at the University of Nairobi. The male mosquito known as aedes transmits the dreaded Yellow Fever. Environmental changes have made it easier for these parasites to survive and they are on the increase. "The dirty environment we live in has partly enhanced the growth of viral infections. The germs causing hemorrhagic diseases and high fevers are maintained by monkeys and the mosquitoes which bite these monkeys might spread them to human beings," explained Estambale. The University of Nairobi plans to build an ultra-modern disease research laboratory to boost Kenya's preparedness to handle life-threatening infections spread by primates. Unitid has secured funding from the Canadian government and the University of Manitoba to build the laboratory which is expected to make the institute a reference point for hemorrhagic diseases. Estambale said the new laboratory whose construction is expected to consume Sh200 million will be used to train people in "barrier nursing", a move aimed at detecting serious diseases and curbing their spread. http://allafrica.com/stories/200506130940.html
Lake Monoun Now Free From Poisonous Gases

The Post (Buea): Lake Monoun in Cameroon is no longer offensive to human life. Dr. Madeleine Tchuinte, Minister of Scientific Research and Innovation, made this declaration during a working visit to lake, which caused the loss of 46 lives in 1984 through the emission of carbon dioxide in great quantities. Since 1984, a system of continuous gas elimination has been installed deep down the lake and it permanently pumps out carbon dioxide that dissolves freely in the air. According to Dr Gregory Tanyileke, who is in charge of the permanent follow-up of Lake Monoun, the control mechanism implanted some 65 meters below water level, collects the gas trapped therein and channels the data to their laboratory through a satellite system, for verification of carbon dioxide concentration and other analyses. Automatic alarm systems, he went on, have been put in place to alert the peasant farmers of the locality in case of any eventuality. According to Dr. Joseph Victor Hell, Director of Mines and Geological Research in the Ministry of Scientific Research, studies and consultations are currently going on for the deadly gas of Lake Monoun in the West Province and Lake Nyos in the Northwest, to be exploited for domestic purposes. Dr. Tchuinte said thanks to loans granted by the French government, the Cameroon government has acquired two new columns to ensure complete expulsion of carbon dioxide in Lake Monoun. Currently, hippopotamuses are living in the lake, which is an indication that the lake is safe. http://allafrica.com/stories/200506130652.html
Burkina be Muslims set up nature foundation
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (PANA) - The Muslim community in Burkina Faso has set up an Islamic Foundation for the protection of nature, according to a statement issued here Friday. The decision was reached at the second session of the Conference of the National Council for Environment and Sustainable Development (CONEDD) held here 6-9 June, the statement indicated. The foundation will seek to sensitize and mobilize Muslims in Burkina Faso through religious leaders, officials and members of associations to better protect natural wealth (flora and fauna) "that are gifts of God to make man's life pleasant". It will involve Muslims in curbing bush fires, abusive cutting of wood and poaching, and encourage individual and collective actions in planting of trees of various species throughout Burkina Faso. Drawing inspiration from the Holy Koran, the Muslims have pledged to convene every year a ceremony to plant trees to coincide with the annual pilgrimage Muslims pay to Mecca, Saudi Arabia. A document on the plan of action of the foundation would be submitted to the ministry in charge of environment for a technical supervision, the statement noted. Burkina http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng084325&dte=10/06/2005
Coffins for SA's 'Worst Corporate Offenders'

Business Day (Johannesburg): MITTAL Steel SA's Vanderbijlpark plant has earned the company a new accolade -- the Sustainable Catastrophe Award. This makes Mittal the overall winner of the Corpse Awards, intended to shame local companies with "bad environmental practices". The inaugural awards, hosted by green organization groundWork and the University of KwaZulu-Natal's Centre for Civil Society, presented miniature coffins to the "winners" at a ceremony at the weekend. Crowned "steel valley on a death drip", Mittal's steel plant was responsible for the longest running environmental incident in SA, the awards' organizers said. Mittal was recognized for "leaking poisons into groundwater" after building evaporation dams to hold its liquid waste. Power supplier Eskom won the Pick the Public Pocket Award for its "nuclear fantasies". "Eskom hopes to resuscitate the industry with its pebble bed modular reactor. Thus far it has cost R1, 5bn in public money and is likely to cost R10bn more," said groundWork. Eskom spokesman Fani Zulu said the firm would not collect its award. "This is a calculated attempt to besmirch and to malign Eskom's performance in environmental management," he said. Nominations were made by people living near factories and bodies concerned about environmental degradation. "The Corpse Awards are a toast to this year's deadliest corporations," said Bobby Peek of groundWork, the local chapter of Friends of the Earth. US-based genetically modified food producer Monsanto was presented with the Fraud for Life award for "failing the future". http://allafrica.com/stories/200506131162.html
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ANNAN EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER BOMBINGS IN IRAN

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has learned with great concern

of the loss of lives and the severe injuries of many bystanders as a result

of a string of bomb explosions in Tehran and other cities in Iran, his

spokesman said today.

"He reiterates that no cause can justify the use of violence and the

indiscriminate targeting of innocent civilians," Fred Eckhard said, adding

that the Secretary-General expresses his condolences to the families of the

bereaved and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

* * *

SECRETARY-GENERAL 'ENCOURAGED' BY SYRIA TALKS

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is encouraged by the results of

talks on Syria, held between his Special Envoy Terje Roed-Larsen and Syrian

President Bashar el-Assad, a UN spokesman said today.

The Secretary-General was briefed today in Paris by Mr. Roed-Larsen after

his return from Syria, the spokesman said in a statement, adding that Mr.

Roed-Larsen's discussions with the Syrian President were constructive and

helpful.

"The Secretary-General was encouraged by Mr. Roed-Larsen's report. He will

continue working together with President Assad, the Syrian Government and

other parties for the full implementation of Security Council resolution

1559," the statement also said.

Resolution l559 calls for the withdrawal of all foreign forces from

Lebanon, the disarmament of militia, the extension of Government control

over all Lebanese territory and the holding of free elections.

The Government of Syria notified Mr. Annan and the Security Council in last

April that it had repatriated its troops, military assets and intelligence

apparatus after 30 years in Lebanon. A UN verification mission confirmed

this, except for the Syrian intelligence apparatus, which they said was, by

its clandestine nature, not verifiable.

* * *

UN WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL FOR FORMER YUGOSLAVIA WARNS IT MAY NOT COMPLETE WORK ON SCHEDULE

The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former

Yugoslavia (ICTY) will probably have to conduct trials through 2009, senior

court officials told the Security Council today.

In an open meeting, during with the Council also reviewed the completion

strategy of the UN war crimes tribunal for Rwanda, ICTY President Theodor

Meron said that more time was required for the court to complete its work

partly because 50 per cent more people were now awaiting trial than the

last time the Council had discussed it – a dramatic increase.

The Council-imposed "completion strategy" calls for the tribunals to finish

their investigations by the end of this year, complete all trials at the

first instance by 2008 and wind up all their work by the end of 2010.

Judge Meron and Tribunal Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte also emphasized the

importance of arresting the most notorious fugitives indicted by the

Tribunal, including Ratko Mladic, Radovan Karadzic and Ante Gotovina, to

complete its mandate.

"Despite all the progress made, it is obvious that the great expectations

placed by the victims in the international community and in the ICTY have

not been met and will not be realized until Karadzic and Mladic are in The

Hague," Ms. Del Ponte stressed.

She noted, however, a positive change in the attitude of Serbian

authorities. Access to documents and witnesses was continuously improving.

Most importantly, Serbia had finally started to transfer fugitives and

newly indicted persons. Since December 2004, the Serbian Government had

transferred 14 accused, including six who had been indicted for the

massacre in the town of Srebrenica.

Judge Erik Møse, President of the International Criminal Tribunal for

Rwanda (ICTR), said that there has been steady progress in that Tribunal's

work, with trials scheduled to be completed by the end of 2008.

A major concern for completing the ICTR's work was finding the right

balance between the steady progress of trials with multiple defendants and

those with single defendants, Judge Møse said. That would not be easy,

particularly because the multiple trials required a lot of time in court.

In addition to the 50 accused whose trials had been completed or were in

progress, 16 detainees were awaiting trial in the Arusha detention facility

and their trials would start as soon as courtroom space allowed.

Noting that the tracking and apprehension of fugitives were a high priority

for the ICTR as well, Judge Møse said its Tracking Unit had strengthened

its operations with more staffing, greater presence in the field and wider

contacts with officials in the countries where the 14 fugitives were being

sought.

Officials of both the Rwandan tribunal and that of the former Yugoslavia

noted that the successful completion of their work depended on adequate

funding and other support from the international community.

* * *

SWEDEN'S AMBASSADOR TO THE US ELECTED PRESIDENT OF NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION

Swedish diplomat Jan Eliasson was elected today to preside over the

sixtieth session of the United Nations General Assembly, which is scheduled

to open on 13 September.

Mr. Eliasson currently serves as Ambassador of Sweden to the United States.

He is a former State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Sweden and a former

UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs. From 1988 to 1992 he

was Sweden's Permanent Representative at the UN.

All 191 UN Member States are represented in the Assembly, which, as the

world body's main deliberative organ, tackles issues ranging from global

security and development concerns to UN budgetary and administrative

matters.

This year it will focus particularly on negotiating Secretary-General Kofi

Annan's UN reform proposals and reviewing the Millennium Development Goals

(MDGs) designed to eradicate or reduce a host of socio-economic ills by the

deadline year, 2015.

The outcome of the negotiations on reform so far has been put together by

the current Assembly President, Jean Ping of Gabon, in a draft declaration

to be voted on during a world summit, set for 14-16 September.

"At a time when the UN has entered a crucial phase of history, your long

experience and diplomatic skills will serve you well in leading the work of

the sixtieth session of the General Assembly and in pursuing the work begun

the fifty-ninth session, notably the implementation of the various aspects

of the current reform process," Mr. Ping told Mr. Eliasson after the vote.

Thanking the Assembly, Mr. Eliasson said its support took on special

significance because "the legendary Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld was

born in Jönköping, Sweden, this year 100 years ago."

Mr. Hammarskjöld died in a plane crash in what is now Zambia as he was

trying to negotiate a truce in a civil war in the Democratic Republic of

the Congo (DRC) on behalf of the UN.

Mr. Eliasson said his Presidency would be guided by values and principles

which are the pillars of Sweden's foreign policy: "belief in multilateral

cooperation; the imperative of prevention; respect for the rule of law and

human rights; solidarity with the poor and persecuted; and concern for the

rights of women, for the children and for the health of Planet Earth."

The world was now facing a test of multilateralism, Mr. Eliasson said.

"Will we develop the concepts and methods to deal with global problems in

this age of rapid globalization? Will we be able to make the UN system a

more effective actor on the world scene? These are major, even historic,

tasks for our peoples, societies and governments, as well as for all of us

here at the UN – we, the practitioners of multilateral diplomacy."

* * *

LIBERIA HAS COMPLETED DISARMAMENT BUT INSTABILITY STILL THREATENS, ANNAN SAYS

Now that disarmament in Liberia has ended and armed factions have been

demobilized, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has expressed the

hope that the peace process will succeed and has called on the Security

Council to strengthen its peacekeeping mission and prevent illicit exports

of diamonds and timber.

"With regard to the arms embargo, the conclusion of the disarmament and

demobilization process and the dissolution of the armed factions signalled

the successful completion of the implementation of the ceasefire

agreement," he says in his latest report to the Security Council.

"Furthermore, the progress made towards organization of the October 2005

elections, as well as the progress made in other sectors, provides hope

that the peace process will, in accordance with the Comprehensive Peace

Agreement, be brought to a successful conclusion."

On the other hand, delays in restructuring the armed forces of Liberia and

in reintegrating the former combatants into society form potential sources

of instability and threaten to undermine the success of the transitional

process and to make it difficult to devise an exit strategy for the UN

Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), he says.

"I would urge Member States and the international donor community to

redouble their efforts to ensure that the National Transitional Government

has the necessary technical and financial support to complete this vital

military restructuring exercise and to ensure the timely reintegration of

former combatants," he says.

The training and deployment of mineral inspectors and diamond agents, the

organization of alluvial miners into cooperatives and the construction of

an appraisal and certifying centre for rough diamonds were signs of

progress towards lifting the diamond sanctions, Mr. Annan says.

Nevertheless, a major deterrent in ensuring that rough diamonds do not fall

into the hands of those who might fuel conflict is ensuring effective

Government control over diamond-producing areas and Liberia's borders, he

says.

With regard to the forestry sector, the Government should be encouraged to

hire an internationally recognized forestry management team temporarily to

provide genuinely transparent and accountable oversight, he says.

Both the timber and diamond sectors need tighter security, he says. "The

National Transitional Government lacks the capacity to provide such control

and UNMIL lacks both the mandate and the troop levels necessary to perform

such a role. The Security Council might therefore consider whether it

wishes to broaden the mandate and increase the resources of UNMIL to enable

it to assist the National Transitional Government in providing security in

the diamond and timber-producing areas," he says.

* * *

G-8 DEBT RELIEF INITIATIVE "A MAJOR STEP" AGAINST AFRICAN POVERTY – UN

ENVOY

The G-8 agreement on debt relief for developing countries announced by the

finance ministers from the world's largest industrial nations is a "major

step towards alleviating poverty in Africa," a senior United Nations

official said today.

"These countries have been facing the challenge of a huge, unsustainable

debt service payment," said Under-Secretary-General Anwarul Chowdhury, who

is the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked

Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.

"Consequently, their economic growth and development has been stunted." Mr.

Chowdhury said in a statement released at UN Headquarters in New York

Monday.

While welcoming the agreement, Mr. Chowdhury said that he hoped the G-8

initiative would be accomplished fully in a short time frame.

"Only 100% debt cancellation would free the resources needed in LDCs

(landlocked developing countries) for investment in health, education and

for fulfilling the basic needs of the population," he said.

* * *

FRéCHETTE TO ADDRESS SUMMIT ON DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN QATAR

United Nations Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette is headed to Doha,

Qatar, where she will address the opening session of the Group of 77's

South-South Summit.

The South-South summit begins Wednesday, 15 June, and following her address

Ms. Fréchette is expected to hold bilateral meetings with several leaders

of the developing countries that make up the Group.

With 132 member countries, the "G-77" calls itself largest Third World

coalition in the UN system. The association provides the means for the

developing world to articulate its collective economic interests and

enhances its joint negotiating capacity on major international economic

issues in the UN system, it says.

It also promotes economic and technical cooperation among developing

countries (ECDC/TCDC).

The G-77 has chapters in Rome, at the Food and Agricultural Organization of

the UN (FAO), in Vienna for the UN Industrial Development Organization

(UNIDO), in Paris for the UN Educational, Social and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO) and in Nairobi for the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). It also

has the Group of 24 in Washington, D.C., for advocacy at the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.

Despite the increase in membership, the G-77, chaired this year in New York

by Jamaica, says it has retained its original 1964 name because of its

historic significance.

* * *

UN EXPECTS 13 AFRICAN COUNTRIES TO PROVIDE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION BY 2015

Thirteen African countries are expected to provide universal primary

education by 2015 and another 31 may reach that Millennium Development Goal

(MDG) if they invest more in the lower educational levels, according to a

new report from the United Nations Educational, Social and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO).

The report, compiled by UNESCO's Regional Bureau for Africa (BREDA), is

entitled "Education for All: Paving the Way for Action" and has been

released in Senegal's capital, Dakar. It is the background paper for the

three-day discussion of six African-designated educational goals at the

"Dakar+5" Africa Forum, which starts today.

To "increase and make more effective the indispensable share coming from

external aid" in achieving EFA goals, the UNESCO-BREDA report calls for "a

clear contract in the spirit of the Dakar declaration (of 2000) on

financing credible policies."

At the tertiary educational level in Africa, "it is generally observed that

there are many more leaving higher education (and especially university)

than jobs available," the executive summary of the report says.

The UPE goal must be protected, it says. "Then the first level of secondary

education must be extended as far as possible, depending on the capacity of

physical and financial extension and, at the same time, the other education

levels developed according to social needs and economic demands."

From the large amount of data now available from surveys, it says, "What is

most striking is the mutual reinforcement of immediate benefits from

educational investment on human development (short-term impact of primary

schooling on health and social condition and on the reduction of

vulnerability to life hazards) and long-term benefits, covering a lifetime

(gain in economic independence), or between generations (observation of a

'ratchet effect' of literacy and of its positive effects from one

generation to another)."

These positive side effects from basic education legitimize massive

government investment in developing primary education, it says, noting that

90 per cent of African children were in primary schools in 2002-2003,

compared to 75 per cent in 1990-1991.

Some 46 per cent of children in the later age group were enrolled in the

first year of lower secondary schools in 2002-2003, up from 28 per cent in

1990-1991, and 39 per cent in the last year of lower secondary schooling,

an increase from 21 per cent in 1990-1991, it says.

Vocational training has remained fairly constant – 13 per cent in 1990 and

14 per cent in 2002, it adds.

* * *

AFGHANISTAN: UN MISSION WELCOMES RELEASE OF ITALIAN AID WORKER

The United Nations mission in Afghanistan today expressed "relief and

pleasure" at the release of the Italian aid worker who had been kidnapped

in Kabul three weeks ago.

The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) welcomed the release of

Clementia Cantoni, a staff member of the non-governmental organization

(NGO) CARE, and, in a statement, thanked the Afghan authorities for their

role in her release.

The UN mission also voiced its gratitude to the Afghan people, who, it

said, expressed their "clear outrage at her kidnapping and offered

widespread public support for her safe release."

* * *

IAEA BOARD RE-APPOINTS ELBARADEI TO THIRD TERM AS DIRECTOR-GENERAL

The Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

today re-appointed Mohamed ElBaradei as Director-General of the United

Nations nuclear watchdog agency for another four year-term.

At a press briefing in Vienna after his election, Dr. ElBaradei said he

would continue to hold high impartiality and independence – core principles

and values of international civil service. This will be his third term as

IAEA Chief.

"My colleagues and I are committed to do our very best to protect ourselves

against the dissemination of nuclear weapons; and against poverty. We will

continue to work with the members of the international community to see a

world free from nuclear weapons," Dr. ElBaradei said, according an IAEA

statement.

The appointment will be submitted for approval at the IAEA General

Conference, which opens 26 September 2005 in Vienna. Dr. ElBaradei is the

IAEA's fourth Director-General since 1957. He was first appointed to the

office effective December 1997, and reappointed to a second term in 2001.

He follows Hans Blix, IAEA Director-General from 1981 to 1997; Sigvard

Eklund, IAEA Director-General from 1961 to 1981; and Sterling Cole, IAEA

Director-General from 1957 to 1961.

Separately, the IAEA said the Board of Governors' annual session also

intends to discuss the Safeguards Implementation Report for 2004, and a

report by the Director-General on the implementation of safeguards in the

Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK).

* * *

UN ENVOY CONGRATULATES NEW PRESIDENT OF KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT

The senior United Nations envoy for Iraq today congratulated Masoud Barzani

on his inauguration as President of the Kurdistan Regional Government, and

assured him that the UN was committed to helping Kurdistan and the Baghdad

Government establish good relations.

In other news, Ashraf Qazi, the Secretary-General's Special Representative

for Iraq, welcomed the role that the Secretary-General of the Iraqi Islamic

Party, Mohsen Abdel Hamid, is playing along with other Sunni political

leaders in supporting the constitutional process.

The recent discussions between the two men focused on the efforts underway

to enable groups and parties that were not represented in the Transitional

National Assembly to participate in the drafting of the constitution and

participate in the subsequent referendum and elections scheduled for

October and December this year.

* * *

ANNAN RECOMMENDS EXTENSION OF UN FORCE IN GOLAN HEIGHTS

With the situation in the Israel-Syria sector "generally quiet" but still

lacking a political resolution, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan

today recommended that the mandate of the UN peacekeeping force there be

extended for six months.

"The situation in the Middle East is very tense and is likely to remain so,

unless and until a comprehensive settlement covering all aspects of the

Middle East problem can be reached," Mr. Annan says in a report to the

Security Council, which recommends that the mandate of the UN Disengagement

Observer Force (UNDOF), set to expire on 30 June, be extended through 31

December 2005.

"Under the prevailing circumstances, I consider the continued presence of

UNDOF in the area to be essential," he said.

He added, however, that troop-contributing Governments were owed some $13

million and called on all Member States to pay their assessments in full.

UNDOF was established in May 1974 to monitor the Israeli-Syrian ceasefire

in the Golan Heights. As of 6 June 2005, it had 1,028 troops from Austria,

Canada, Japan, Nepal, Poland and Slovakia and was assisted by 57 military

observers from the UN Troop Supervision Organization (UNTSO).

According to the report, in the past six months there were only two

incidents of crossing the ceasefire line. During the period, UNDOF helped

the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) with passage of 58

students through the area of separation, as well as, on an exceptional

basis, 4,028 tons of apples from the Israeli side to the Syrian side.

It also provided protection for a wedding, as well as medical treatment, on

request, to the local population. It remained available to help the UN

Children's Fund (UNICEF) to promote landmine awareness among the civilians

living in the area, the report said.

The Security Council is scheduled to start considering action on UNDOF

Wednesday.

* * *

UN HEALTH AGENCY AWARDED GRANT FOR CERVICAL CANCER VACCINE RESEARCH

The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) has today received a $7

million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to accelerate the

development and introduction of human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccines to

protect against cervical cancer.

"This contribution…will help to save the lives of many women by immunizing

them against human papillomavirus infections," WHO Director-General Lee

Jong-Wook said in statement issued today in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, at

the sixth annual WHO Global Vaccine Research Forum.

HPVs, the world's most common sexually transmitted viruses, infect about 70

per cent of sexually active adult populations. While HPV infection clears

without treatment in the majority of people, it can develop into chronic

infection and, in some women, cause cervical cancer. HPV infections are

associated with more than 99 per cent of all cervical cancer cases

worldwide and cervical cancer is the leading cause of death from cancer

among women in developing countries.

The Research Forum runs from 12 June to 15 June and is being co-hosted by

the World Health Organization Initiative for Vaccine Research and the

Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI). The organizers expect

some 200 of the top vaccine researchers, scientists and public health

experts to participate.

The grant to WHO is part of a joint international effort with the

international Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), Harvard University and

the Program for Appropriate Technology in Health (PATH).

IARC, Harvard, and PATH also received grants from the Bill & Melinda Gates

Foundation and the four grants together amount to a total $12 million, WHO

added.

* * *

SENIOR UN OFFICIALS HEAD TO DARFUR TO ASSESS HUMANITARIAN, POLITICAL SITUATIONS

Two senior United Nations officials are headed to Sudan's Darfur region to

assess the humanitarian and political situations, following a weekend which

saw a number of serious incidents of banditry and other violence in the

vast war-torn area.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Deputy Special Representative for

Humanitarian Affairs and Development, Manuel Aranda Da Silva, will visit

the Kalma camp in South Darfur on Wednesday, along with Sudan's Deputy

Foreign Affairs Minister.

They will assess the situation in what has become the largest camp for

internally displaced people (IDPs) in Darfur, with a population of

approximately 140,000. Citing banditry and security incidents, the Sudanese

Government has imposed a blockade that cuts off commercial traffic to the

camp. In addition, displaced persons cannot travel to nearby Nyala.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan

Pronk, will participate in a mission to measure the progress achieved in

the year after the signing of the Joint Communiqué between the

Secretary-General and the Sudanese Government. The Joint Implementation

Mechanism (JIM) visit to West Darfur is scheduled to take place on 15 and

16 June.

Security incidents of the past weekend included attacks on humanitarian and

commercial trucks, a tribal militia attack on a village and an alleged rape

of four girls.

* * *

UN ENVOY TO BEGIN ASSESSMENT MISSION IN BOLIVIA TODAY

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's personal envoy to Bolivia, José Antonio

Ocampo, is scheduled to arrive in that country today to assess how the

United Nations can be helpful to Bolivia as it tackles the political

transition and economic issues.

Mr. Ocampo is to observe the current situation in Bolivia and report back

to the Secretary-General, a UN spokesman said today. Mr. Ocampo is also

expected to meet with all parties concerned during his trip.

Last week, in announcing plans to send Mr. Ocampo to Bolivia, Mr. Annan

said through a spokesman that he strongly believes that Bolivians should

resolve their differences peacefully and democratically and that the rule

of law should be respected in resolving the current political crisis in the

country.

* * *

IN PARIS, ANNAN TO MEET WITH CHIRAC, UK'S BLAIR

United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, who arrived in Paris this

morning for a two-day visit, plans to hold separate bilateral meetings on

Tuesday with French President Jacques Chirac and British Prime Minister

Tony Blair, his spokesman said.

According to UN spokesman Fred Eckhard, the Secretary-General will also

deliver an address to a meeting hosted by President Chirac and the Office

of the Global Compact on business contributions to the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs). The Global Compact is a UN inter-agency

initiative championed by Mr. Annan which seeks to advance good corporate

citizenship and responsible globalization.

Later today, Mr. Annan is expected to meet with the newly-appointed Foreign

Minister of France, Philippe Douste-Blazy.

Shortly after his arrival in Paris this morning, Mr. Annan met with his

Special Envoy Terje Roed-Larsen, who briefed him on his Sunday meeting with

Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad. Mr. Annan issued a statement from Paris

saying that Mr. Roed-Larsen had told him that his discussion with the

Syrian President was "constructive and helpful," the spokesman said.

The Secretary General is expected to return on Thursday to UN Headquarters

in New York.

* * *

GLOBAL PARTNERS AND RESPONSIBLE MEDIA CAN ENHANCE MID-EAST PEACE PROCESS – ANNAN

With the people of the Middle East now approaching a number of important

turning points, assistance from their regional and international partners –

and from responsible mass media – can prevent a slide back into conflict

and confrontation, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

"[With] help from responsible media – media that refrain from myths,

stereotypes and hate propaganda – they can avoid inflaming an already

volatile climate, he said in a message delivered by Under-Secretary-General

Shashi Tharoor to the International Media Seminar on Peace in the Middle

East in Cairo.

The international media seminar, being held today and tomorrow, is the 13th

since 1991 in a series organized by the UN Department of Public Information

(DPI) in response to General Assembly resolutions. This year's focus is on

reinvigorating the peace process, and the role of international and

regional actors in facilitating a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in

the Middle East. Mr. Tharoor is moderating the seminar.

Since the last such seminar, Mr. Annan said in his message, the political

situation in the region has improved, thanks to the historic Palestinian

elections in January, Palestinian security reforms, the understandings

reached at Sharm el-Sheik and the preparations for an Israeli disengagement

from Gaza and parts of the northern West Bank.

"Unfortunately, we have also seen a slow but steady increase in violent

incidents in recent weeks, underlining the fragility of the moment, he said

stressing: "That only makes it more urgent that, despite hardship and fear,

we take advantage of the revived spirit of cooperation and keep our eyes on

our long-standing objective: two states, Israel and a sovereign, viable,

contiguous and democratic Palestine, living side by side in peace and

security."

"I have urged Palestinians to do more to prevent acts of violence and

terror. I have also continued to stress the need to avoid unilateral

actions, such as the Israeli Barrier and continued settlement expansion,

that could prejudge the resolution of final status issues or the

implementation of UN resolutions," said Mr. Annan.

The Secretary-General said that when the peace process is moving forward,

much seems possible. But when it stands still, "the parties are actually

moving backward, as positions harden, resentment builds, opportunities are

missed, and the slightest provocation or misunderstanding risks sparking

great damage." He therefore urged regional and international partners, as

well as the mass media, to help make recent events a new start on the road

towards a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

* * *

UN ALARMED AS RWANDA AND BURUNDI RE-LABEL REFUGEES AS 'ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS'

Ignoring pleas from the United Nations refugee agency, Burundi and Rwanda

today pressed ahead with an operation to return thousands of Rwandan

asylum-seekers to their homeland, following a joint announcement this

weekend by both governments that the Rwandans were illegal immigrants

rather than refugees.

Reacting to the joint statement that the refugees and asylum-seekers as

would be re-labelled illegal immigrants who had left their home countries

"without good reason," the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

expressed alarm, and warned that the decision to re-label refugees could

well be in contravention of international refugee law, particularly the

1951 UN Refugee Convention.

"The latest decision of the Burundian authorities to conduct a return

operation of thousands of asylum-seekers while denying UNHCR access to them

puts into question the voluntary nature of the returns," said UNHCR's

director for Africa, David Lambo.

Rwandan asylum-seekers first arrived in Burundi in March, citing fears over

traditional local courts, or gacaca tribunals, looking into the 1994

genocide by Hutu extremists that took the lives of some 800,000 Tutsis and

moderate Hutus. They also cited threats of intimidation, persecution and

rumours of revenge as reasons for leaving home. The refugees built

makeshift shelters just inside the border in Burundi.

As of this afternoon, the Songore transit centre in northern Burundi was

empty, its former residents headed for Rwanda in several truck convoys,

according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Burundian officials said that all returns from Songore, which until last

week hosted some 6,000 Rwandans – although built to house only 800 people –

were voluntary. However, it denied UNHCR access to the departure site.

In addition, UNHCR says, eyewitnesses report seeing some asylum-seekers

jump off the trucks while en route to the border.

Prior to the latest returns, Burundi had hosted some 8,000 Rwandan refugees

and asylum-seekers. Rwanda hosts close to 7,000 Burundians.

* * *

KOSOVO: UN ENVOY OPENS CONFERENCE ON PROVINCE’S FUTURE

The top United Nations envoy in Kosovo today said that it is time for the

province’s majority and minority communities to move toward the resolution

of Kosovo’s status by showing that they can build a stable, tolerant,

multi-ethnic and democratic society.

“The time has come for all sides to put short-term politics aside and to

get involved, to talk openly, frankly, passionately and constructively

about the concrete issues and make the changes which we all recognize are

needed,” said Søren Jessen-Petersen, the Secretary-General’s Special

Representative, as he opened a two-day conference in Pristina on the“Future Status of Kosovo.” The meeting was organized by the Helsinki

Committee for Human Rights in Serbia.

He said the conference was bringing together Serbs and Albanians to discuss

security, standards, local government reform, ethnic reconciliation and the

resolution of Kosovo’s status, in light of the comprehensive review of

progress requested by Secretary-General Kofi Annan and endorsed by the UN

Security Council.

The Helsinki Committee says it hopes the conference fully mobilizes local

leaders to make far-reaching decisions for Albanians and Serbs and to take

it upon themselves to carry those decisions through. The conference, the

committee says, is part of a larger project, called “Belgrade-Pristina:

Steps to Build Confidence and Understanding,” realized with the support of

the United States Institute of Peace.

* * *

AFGHAN GOVERNMENT BEGINS DISBANDING OF ILLEGAL ARMED GROUPS – UN

As programmes for disarming the regular military are completed in

Afghanistan, the country's Government has announced the official start of a

program to disband illegal armed groups, to be carried out with the support

of the international community, including the United Nations.

According the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), the program,

known as the “Disbandment of Illegal Armed Groups” (DIAG), will represent

the next crucial step in the disarming of all irregular forces in

Afghanistan. It coincides with the completion of the first two parts of the

Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) programme.

The number of Afghan military personnel disarmed through that programme

topped 60,000 today, UNAMA said, with over 50,000 demobilized and nearly as

many entering programmes to reintegrate them into civil society.

“We are grateful with all those who cooperated with DDR, especially the

commanders, Filippo Grandi, Deputy Special Representative of the

Secretary-General for Afghanistan (DSRSG), said Afghanistan’s

Vice-President Khalili, launching the programme this past Saturday.

“The struggle is now to make renewed efforts to build a prosperous and

democratic country. This will need the cooperation of all the people of

Afghanistan, he added.”

Mr. Grandi, as well as the Vice-President, also reminded electoral

candidates who have been deemed to have links with illegal armed groups

that weapons collection sites are being set up in all provinces. Notified

candidates will have until the end of June to consign weapons to those

sites, to comply with the electoral law.

As provided by the Electoral Law, as well as the political Code of Conduct

and the declaration signed by candidates when they filed their nomination

documents, candidates are prohibited to participate in the electoral

process if they have links to illegal armed groups.

* * *

-----------------------------------
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.  We’re going to start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on Iran.

**Iran
The Secretary-General has learned with great concern of the loss of lives and the severe injuries of many bystanders as a result of a string of bomb explosions in Teheran and other cities in Iran.  He reiterates that no cause can justify the use of violence and the indiscriminate targeting of innocent civilians.  He expresses his condolences to the families of the bereaved and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

**Activities of Secretary-General
The Secretary-General arrived in Paris this morning.  Shortly after his arrival, he met with his Special Envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen, who briefed him on his meeting with Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad, which took place in Damascus on Sunday.

The Secretary-General issued a statement from Paris saying that Roed-Larsen had told him that his discussion with the Syrian President was constructive and helpful.  The Secretary-General was encouraged by Mr. Roed-Larsen’s report, he said, and he will continue to work together with President Al-Assad, the Syrian Government and other parties for the full implementation of Security Council resolution 1559.

Later today, the Secretary-General will have a meeting with the newly appointed Foreign Minster of France, Philippe Douste-Blazy.

Tomorrow, the Secretary-General will deliver an address to a meeting hosted by President Jacques Chirac of France and the Office of the Global Compact, on business contributions to the Millennium Development Goals.  The speech is available under embargo.

Also tomorrow, the Secretary-General will hold separate bilateral meetings with President Chirac and Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom, and then he will have a luncheon meeting with both men.

**General Assembly
Today, the President for the sixtieth session of the General Assembly, Ambassador Jan Eliasson of Sweden, was elected this morning, and he spoke to you in this room a short time ago.

**Security Council
The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia will have to conduct trials in 2009, and trials will most likely continue until the end of that year.  That was the estimate that the Tribunal’s President, Judge Theodor Meron, gave the Security Council at its open meeting on the work of the two Tribunals this morning.

Judge Meron and Tribunal Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte emphasized the importance of arresting the most notorious fugitives indicted by the Tribunal, including Ratko Mladic, Radovan Karadzic and Ante Gotovina.

Judge Erik Mose, the President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, said there had been steady progress in that Tribunal’s work, with trials scheduled to be completed by the end of 2008.

We have the statement made by the Tribunal officials available upstairs.

**Sudan
A number of security-related incidents have been reported during the weekend in Darfur, Sudan, including attacks on and looting of humanitarian and commercial trucks, a tribal militia attack on a village, and an alleged rape of four girls.

The Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Humanitarian Affairs and Development, Manuel Aranda Da Silva, will visit Kalma camp in South Darfur on Wednesday of next week, along with Sudan’s Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister.

They will assess the situation in the camp, which is the largest camp for internally displaced people in Darfur, with a population of approximately 140,000.  Citing banditry and security incidents, the Sudanese Government has imposed a blockade on the camp, whereby no commercial traffic to the camp is allowed, and displaced persons cannot travel in Nyala.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, will head the United Nations and partners team during the Joint Implementation Mechanism visit to West Darfur, scheduled to take place on 15 and 16 of this month.  The visit aims at assessing the progress made almost a year after the signing of the Joint Communiqué between the Secretary-General and the Sudanese Government.

**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, today congratulated Masoud Barzani on his inauguration as President of the Kurdistan Regional Government.  He reiterated his assurance that the United Nations will work to establish an effective, transparent and fair relationship between the Kurdistan authorities and the Government in Baghdad.

On Saturday, Qazi welcomed the role that the Secretary-General of the Iraqi Islamic Party, Mohsen Abdel Hamid, is playing along with other Sunni political leaders in supporting the constitutional process.

The recent discussions between the two men focused on the efforts under way to enable groups and parties that were not represented in the Transitional National Assembly to participate in the drafting of the constitution, and participate in the subsequent referendum and elections scheduled for October and December this year.

**United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF)
The Secretary-General says that the situation in the Israel-Syria sector has remained generally quiet, in his latest report to the Security Council on the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force on the Golan Heights.

Nevertheless, he writes, the situation in the Middle East is very tense and likely to remain so, unless and until a comprehensive settlement covering all aspects of the Middle East problem can be reached.

Under the prevailing circumstances, he considers the continued presence of the United Nations force in the area to be essential, and recommends that the Council extend its mandate for a further six months, until the end of December.

**Afghanistan
The United Nations Mission in Afghanistan today expressed its relief and pleasure at the release late last week of a staff member of the non-governmental organization CARE, Clementina Cantoni.

The United Nations Mission welcomed her release and thanked the Afghan authorities for their role in it.  It also expressed its gratitude to the Afghan people, who expressed their clear outrage at her kidnapping and offered wide-scale public support for her safe release.

We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.

**Bolivia
The Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy to Bolivia, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, José Antonio Ocampo, will be arriving in that country this afternoon.

Ocampo is going to Bolivia after the new President renewed the invitation from former President Carlos Mesa.  The goal of his mission will be to assess how the United Nations can be helpful to Bolivia as it tackles the political transition and economic issues.

Ocampo will meet with a broad spectrum of actors in order to assess the situation and report back to the Secretary-General.

**Report on Liberia Sanctions
A new report by the Secretary-General on Liberia is out today.  It tracks implementation of the peace agreement and the Government’s steps to legitimize the diamond and timber industries.

The Secretary-General hopes that the peace process will succeed now that disarmament is complete and all armed factions have been dissolved.

But he warns that potential sources of instability continue to threaten the transitional process.  These include delays in restructuring Liberia’s armed forces, and in helping ex-fighters find other employment.

The report also notes that the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) lacks the mandate and the capacity to ensure that diamonds aren’t being used to fuel the conflict, and recommends that the Security Council consider enabling the mission to help the Government in providing security to diamond- and timber-producing areas.

There is a copy of the report on the web, but we also have copies in our Office.

**Deputy Secretary-General
The Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, is due to arrive in Doha, Qatar, tomorrow evening, to address the opening of the South-South Summit, which begins the following day.  The Deputy Secretary-General will also hold a number of bilateral meetings in the margins of the Summit.

**International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
The Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) convened in Vienna today and, by consensus, appointed Mohamed ElBaradei to a third term as the Director-General of the Agency.

The Board of Governors also intends during its session to discuss the Safeguards Implementation Report for 2004, and a report by the Director-General on the implementation of safeguards in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

**International Media Seminar
Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, Shashi Tharoor, in Cairo today, read the Secretary-General’s message to a two-day International Media Seminar on Peace in the Middle East.  The Secretary-General urged Palestinians to do more to prevent acts of violence and terror, and also stressed the need to avoid unilateral actions, such as the Israeli Barrier and continued settlement expansion that could prejudge the resolution of the final status issues or the implementation of United Nations resolutions.

We have the full text of that statement upstairs.

**World Chronicle Programme
The Information Department asked me to tell you about World Chronicle programme number 976, hosted by Tony Jenkins, which will be shown today on in-house television channels 3 or 31 at 3:30 p.m.  The guest is Dr. Mark Young, a Senior Health Adviser with United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the subject in international efforts to roll back malaria, especially in sub-Saharan Africa.

Richard is first off the mark with a question.  Richard.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  What happened with the verification team for Lebanon?  When did they go back?  What is the story?

Spokesman:  The verification team is in the process of being deployed.  It is the same three-member team as was there before.  They are proceeding to Beirut from different locations.

Question:  How long will their mission be?

Spokesman:  I don’t think they have a time limit.

Question:  Does it represent a failure to recognize the possibility that Syria might not comply in that it would seem very definitive that there was no need, in the last report, for the verification team to go back, or linger, and now there was a change of heart?

Spokesman:  No, I think what we are reacting to is reports that there could be security elements from Syria still in Lebanon.  Our responsibility, the Secretary-General’s responsibility, is to verify the complete withdrawal.  That is the reason for sending the team back.  Of course, Mr. Terje Roed-Larsen had an extensive meeting with President Bashar Al-Assad on Sunday, and before you came in, I mentioned the elements of the statement that was issued from Paris.

Question:  On Iraq, the International Crisis Group and other groups are saying that the constitutional process, for which now a deadline is set for 15 August, should not be hastened.  In that reference, Mr. Qazi also met with the former Prime Minister Allawi.  Can you tell me whether any consideration is being given to give this process a little bit more time?

Spokesman:  I don’t have any guidance on that point.  I would have to check for you, but I am not aware of that.  I would have to check with Baghdad.  [He later added that that would be a decision for the Transitional Governments to make.]

Question:  There was a report on your website that Mr. Qazi met with Mr. Allawi about the bad situation as it exists in Iraq, and that work should be done about this constitutional process.

Spokesman:  As I say, I have no information regarding any slippage on the timetable for the Constitution, but we can check with the Mission for you after the briefing.

Question:  Do you have any reaction on the New York Times report on the Congressional Panel that is supposed to submit its findings on Wednesday?

Spokesman:  No, we very much look forward to seeing the issuance of that report.  Our reform efforts are well under way and we are continuing to pursue them actively, but at the same time, we would like to see what this group, representing a pretty wide spectrum of political opinion in the United States, has to recommend.

Question:  About the verification team again:  when did you say they are arriving in Lebanon?

Spokesman:  We don’t have a specific date, because the three members are coming from three separate locations.  They will be arriving separately, and they are on their way.

Question:  Will the verification team be able to go to Palestinian refugee camps to assess if there are any agents?

Spokesman:  I don’t have any details on their mandate at this time.

Question:  There is a technical meeting in Paris between the French Ambassador in Beirut, the American Ambassador, the United Nations Ambassador, the World Bank and the Secretary-General.  Do you have anything about this meeting?

Spokesman:  No, there is nothing of that sort that appears on the Secretary-General’s programme.  We were in touch several times this morning with the Spokesman from my office who is with the Secretary-General.  He made no mention of any additions to the programme.  The Secretary-General’s programme of today does not include a meeting with the people you just mentioned.

Question:  You mentioned talks between Roed-Larsen and President Bashar Al-Assad.  Can you be more specific about the discussions?

Spokesman:  I cannot.  Those were tête-à-tête discussions for more than two hours, after which Mr. Larsen went to Paris to brief the Secretary-General.  All we had to say about them is in the statement that we issued from Paris this morning.

Question:  When does the Secretary-General intend to submit his report on Cyprus to the Security Council?

Spokesman:  I’ll have to check on that for you.  I honestly don’t know.  We can probably find out after the briefing for you.

[It was later announced that Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast would brief the Security Council on Cyprus on 22 June.]

Question:  Was there a message sent by President Bashar Al-Assad through the Special Envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen, on the Special International Commission, including the Syrian and the Lebanese, regarding border demarcation between Deiralasha and Sh’ebaa Farm.  Did they discuss this issue?

Spokesman:  We have no details to give you on the discussions between Mr. Roed-Larsen and the Syrian President apart from what we said in the statement issued from Paris.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have further travel-plans after Paris?

Spokesman:  No.  He will be travelling again in this month, and we will follow the usual procedures for announcing those trips.  He returns from Paris tomorrow evening.  He will probably be in the office on Thursday.

Question:  Is James LeMoyne still working for the United Nations in South America, or was that a courtesy-call last week?

Spokesman:  He is not.  It was a farewell call that he paid on the Secretary-General.  He will not be replaced.  He just came to say goodbye.

Question:  Why isn’t he being replaced?

Spokesman:  The Government [of Colombia] does not see a reason for a good-offices mission by the United Nations at this time.

Question:  Do you have any comments on the third phase of the elections in Lebanon?

Spokesman:  No, I do not.

Thank you very much.
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