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Other Environment News
· Warning over Sindh polluted water (BBC)
· California wildlife regulators to ban hunting via Internet (San Diego Union Tribune)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA
· ROWA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  3 May 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 3 May 2005
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Financial Times: Malaria call linked to drive on organic pollutants
By Fiona Harvey, Environment Correspondent, in London and Frances Williams in Geneva 
4 May 2005
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The United Nations Envir-onment Programme will call for more funding for a malaria vaccine this week as part of efforts to help governments and industry phase out some of the world's most dangerous chemicals.

The UN's environmental arm will make its appeal as governments meet this week in Uruguay to review the Stockhom Convention limiting persistent organic pollutants for the first time since the global treaty came into force last year.

However, some of the 12 chemicals that would be eliminated - some within five years - have important uses.

One of the chemicals, DDT, is one of the most effective ways of controlling malarial mosquitoes. Countries where the disease is rife can continue to use it until a safe and affordable alternative method of fighting malaria is found.

Several other of the substances are used to kill termites, which cause more than $30bn (€23.3bn, £15.9bn) of damage a year around the world and are spreading through exported wood.

As a consequence, some governments are seeking exemptions under the treaty to allow them to continue using the pollutants in controlling the pests.

Klaus Töpfer, executive director of UNEP, said: "The Stockholm Convention will save lives and protect the natural environment, particularly in the poorest communities and countries. Eliminating persistent organic pollutants, however, will cost billions of dollars and require countries to adopt new methods and technologies to replace these toxic substances."

The chemicals, which remain intact in the environment for long periods, can accumulate in the fatty tissue of animals, and can damage people's nervous and immune systems, as well as causing cancer and reproductive disorders.

The UN will face a different set of problems in destroying polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs, also covered by the treaty. Though now rarely produced, these persistent organic pollutants were widely used in the last century. Up to 2m tonnes were estimated to have been manufactured since 1929, and they were mainly used as coolants, insulating materials and lubricants for electrical equipment.

Governments in developing countries, where large quantities of the materials are still in use, face enormous costs in disposing of these materials safely.

Meanwhile, the World Health Organisation, yesterday rejected claims that its strategy for combating malaria was not working and said the current shortage of new, more effective drugs would be overcome by the end of the year.

Allan Schapira, WHO malaria co-ordinator, urged countries not to delay switching to the artemisinin-based drugs.

Since 2001, 42 malaria-endemic countries, 23 of them in Africa, have adopted artemisinin-based therapies to combat resistance to traditional anti-malarial drugs. But a shortfall in supplies this year by the biggest producer, Novartis, has deterred others from making the change.

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Ban on toxic chemicals reviewed 
An international summit has opened in Uruguay to review an international treaty banning some of the most dangerous man-made chemicals. 

Delegates from the UN, NGOs, and 130 countries are discussing how to implement the Stockholm Convention. 

The measure, which came into force last year, aims to ban or strictly control the production, use and disposal of 12 "persistent organic pollutants". 

These chemicals can cause cancer or damage the immune system. 

'Dirty Dozen' 
BBC South America correspondent Elliott Gotkine says that because it is the first time they are meeting, the delegates will be starting from scratch. 

They have to agree on the institutions and the rules needed to implement the Stockholm Convention 

Also on the agenda at the conference in the Uruguayan resort of Punta del Este is the creation of a committee that will ban new chemicals. 

At present, the Stockholm Convention, which is legally binding, targets the 12 persistent organic pollutants - nicknamed "the dirty dozen". 

They include: 

  The insecticide DDT, which harms wildlife and thins the shells of birds' eggs 

  PCBs, which are used in electronic transformers and are believed to be carcinogenic 

  Dioxins, which are emitted when hazardous waste is burned and which are thought to damage the human immune system. 

Most of the dirty dozen are already being phased out. 

This means that signatories are not supposed to produce them, use them or sell them. They should also be destroying their stocks. 

Some countries, though, have won certain exemptions. 

More than 20 mainly African nations, for example, can continue using DDT because it is widely used in killing and repelling malarial mosquitoes. 

Their exemption, though, will be reviewed every three years. _____________________________________________________________________________

HEALTH-LATIN AMERICA: Much-Maligned DDT Still Has Supporters
Diego Cevallos* - Tierramérica 

MEXICO CITY, May 3 (IPS) - DDT is one of the 12 substances known as persistent organic pollutants that the international community has targeted for urgent elimination. But this insecticide, which before falling out of favour prevented millions of deaths and inspired a Nobel Prize, may yet have a long life ahead of it. 

For many countries, DDT (dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane) is still an ''effective and affordable'' weapon against malaria, according to United Nations agencies. 

Malaria is transmitted through mosquito bites, infecting 300 million people worldwide each year, and killing more than a million people, especially in Africa. 

Latin America feels the impact of the disease as well. More than a third of the region's population lives in at-risk zones, and each year 1.4 million people, mostly children, are infected. According to figures from the Pan-American Health Organisation (PAHO), more than 105 million dollars are spent annually to combat malaria. 

Some observers attribute the devastating effect of malaria to the limitations imposed by governments and environmentalists on the use of DDT, a broad-spectrum insecticide, patented in 1937 by Swiss chemist Paul Mueller. 

The effectiveness and long-lasting properties of DDT prevented massive crop losses and staved off hunger in developing countries, so much so that Mueller won the 1948 Nobel Prize in Medicine. 

But the world was put on guard against DDT in the 1970s when some studies suggested that it is carcinogenic, leads to premature births, contaminates food and causes neurological, respiratory and cardiovascular harm to the human body. 

Other insecticides were developed and marketed, but all were more expensive. 

''No study is conclusive about the harmful effects of DDT, but based on the precautionary principle and the apparent pressure from some big companies that produce insecticides (that compete with DDT) it was agreed to limit its use,'' Américo Rodríguez, a scientist with Mexico's Malaria Research Centre, told Tierramérica. 

DDT ended up on the list included in the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), an international instrument signed in 2001 to restrict and eliminate the use of 12 substances worldwide. POPs have a strong tendency to accumulate in the fatty tissue of animals and spread throughout the food chain. 

The Convention authorises DDT use exclusively for fighting the vectors of diseases, under the guidelines of the World Health Organisation. 

The countries that signed the Stockholm Convention must decide if this should continue to be the case. They have a chance to take up the matter this week, as representatives are gathered in the Uruguayan Atlantic resort of Punta del Este through May 6. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the driving force behind the Convention, called for caution on the DDT question. 

UNEP documents drawn up for the purpose of the Uruguay meeting indicate that the participants could conclude that ''until safe, affordable and effective alternatives are in place, governments can continue using DDT to protect their citizens from malaria -- a major killer in many tropical regions.'' 

UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer has weighed in on the issue as well, saying that unless more ambitious investments are made in the search for better vaccines against the malaria parasite and better pesticides and methods for fighting against the vector mosquitoes, it will be many years before DDT is completely eliminated. 

Every year a total of 7,500 tonnes of DDT are sprayed on the interior walls of homes. It is a relatively cheap and effective way to repel and kill the mosquitoes that transmit malaria. 

In Latin America, several countries consider DDT their best weapon against a potential epidemic. Ecuador, for example, will ask the Convention this week in Punta del Este that the insecticide not be eliminated from the market -- at least for now. 

Ecuador wants to be able to utilise DDT ''at least in the next few years,'' until the country's officials and scientists are able to develop integral alternatives to combat malaria, Ricardo Tapia, coordinator of the POPs project financed by the UN, told Tierramérica. 

In the Andean nation, which reported 52,000 malaria cases in 2003, DDT has not been used since 1990, but the authorities don't want to lose the option to do so if a true health emergency were to occur. 

In 2001, Venezuela and Costa Rica had requested authorisation from the UN to continue using DDT in controlling malaria mosquitoes. Brazil, however, requested permission to use it in the production of dicofol, a pesticide applied in citrus groves. 

So far this year, Venezuela has recorded 11,000 malaria cases, but the environmental health director at the Venezuelan Health Ministry, Jesús Toro, said in a conversation with Tierramérica that his country halted DDT use in 1994, and will not be seeking authorisation to renew use. 

However, reports from UNEP and from the non-governmental RAP-AL, a Latin American pesticide alternative action network, indicate that the substance was indeed used in Venezuela in recent years. 

Guatemala, meanwhile, is resoundingly opposed to application of the insecticide. ''The use of DDT should not be permitted,'' Rodolfo Zeissing, head of the Guatemalan Health Ministry's malaria programme, said in a Tierramérica interview. 

''Guatemala's position is against DDT use because it is harmful to the environment due to the persistence of its residues in the soil for many years. This leads to contamination throughout the food chain, through soil, the grass consumed by cattle, milk from cows and human breast milk,'' he said. 
In this Central American country, where more than 14,000 cases of malaria were reported, DDT has not been used since the 1970s, according to official sources, But NGOs say there is evidence in Guatemala, as in many other countries in the region, of agricultural application of the pesticide, obtained as contraband. 

Some 14,500 tonnes of the insecticide are being stored in precarious conditions in Guatemala, which leads some to fear an accident that would release the toxin. Zeissing notes that support from experts and from PAHO is necessary to eliminate DDT from his country. 

Most Latin American and Caribbean governments state that in their efforts to fight malaria they follow the recommendations of international experts, applying a set of measures that include alternative insecticides to DDT, sanitation supports, case follow-up, mosquito netting, community efforts and timely medical attention. 

But in the opinion of David Reyes, the RAP-AL representative in Ecuador, that is not necessarily true. There are cases in which health authorities are fighting the malaria vectors using ineffective means, he said. 

The impact on human health of alternative pesticides could be serious if there are not sufficient safety controls. ''Sometimes they fumigate right over the people. It's an outrage,'' said Reyes. 

(* With reporting by Juan Carlos Frías in Ecuador, Humberto Márquez in Venezuela and Jorge A. Grochembake in Guatemala. Originally published Apr. 30 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)
_____________________________________________________________________________

Swiss Info: Swiss invite "Dirty Dozen" to Geneva

2 May 2005

Switzerland is hoping Geneva will become the new headquarters for the Stockholm Convention, backing up its reputation as a hub for environmental protection.
 

The parties to the convention, which regulates the use and production of chemicals known as the "Dirty Dozen", will decide this week in Uruguay on a new home for the treaty.

On Monday more than 600 delegates from 130 countries are set to convene in the city of Punta del Este to discuss implementation of the convention, which came into effect last year.

The treaty, which covers 12 persistent organic pollutants (POPs), aims to limit production and usage of highly toxic chemicals around the world. 

These include dioxins, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and DDT. Experts say all these chemicals are detrimental to people’s health and the environment.

Industrialised nations like Switzerland have already taken steps to eliminate them, but they are now having to address their use in other countries.

"POPs can be easily transported by air or water," said Beat Nobs, head of international affairs at the Swiss environment agency. "It’s in our own interest to avoid pollution from emissions abroad."
 

Cut emissions

 

The treaty is focusing most of its attention on developing and emerging countries. These nations will receive technical and financial assistance to cut emissions from POPs. 

This includes finding ways of replacing POPs with less harmful substances, upgrading industrial installations and eliminating stocks without harming the environment. 

"These substances are dangerous and can be detrimental to people’s health, especially in developing countries," Nobs told swissinfo. "It’s important that Switzerland contributes along with the international community to getting rid of them everywhere."

The Uruguay meeting, the first since the convention was signed, will also consider whether more chemicals should be added to 12 already covered by the treaty.

The Swiss have a major card to play in Punta del Este. The convention’s secretariat, which has been based temporarily in Geneva, is looking for a permanent home.

The city wants to host the headquarters but is facing competition from Italy, which wants the pesticides section to go to Rome.

But Nobs says it was never the intention of those who drew up the convention to split up its different sections.

"It would run counter to what the experts who signed the treaty wanted," he added.

 

Ideal candidate

 

According to the Swiss environment agency, Geneva is the ideal candidate. Nobs said the city was now a major player on the environmental stage thanks to its International Environment House.

The agency added that Geneva was also a centre of competence for dealing with chemical products and waste. It is home to the European chemical section of the United Nations Environment Programme and the secretariat of the Basel Convention on Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes.

These agencies have set up shop at the International Environment House, which lies near major UN bodies such as the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Trade Organization (WTO).

According to the Swiss, this proximity would improve decision-making and help develop synergies within the UN structure. 

"Chemicals are a commodity and also have widespread effects on people’s health, so we need to work with the major UN organisations like the WHO and the WTO," said Nobs.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Chemie.de: UN-Konferenz zu «Dreckigem Dutzend» besonders giftiger Substanzen

04.05.2005 - (dpa) - Der weltweite Ausstieg aus der Produktion giftiger Chemikalien, dem so genannten Dreckigen Dutzend, steht im Mittelpunkt einer am Montag in Uruguay eröffneten Konferenz der Vereinten Nationen (UN). Bei der ersten Vertragsstaatenkonferenz der Stockholmer Konvention über langlebige organische Schadstoffe (POPs) wollen etwa 800 Teilnehmer aus 130 Ländern in dem Seebad Punta del Este vor allem ein Gremium einsetzen, das Vorschläge zur Aufnahme weiterer Substanzen mit POP-Eigenschaften in die vertraglichen Regelungen prüft.
 
POP ist die Abkürzung für das englische «persistent organic pollutants». Der Begriff bezeichnet eine Gruppe giftiger, besonders schwer abbaubarer Verbindungen, die über Ländergrenzen hinweg ein ernstes Gesundheitsrisiko und eine Gefahr für die Umwelt darstellen. Unter der Regie des Umweltprogramms der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP) wurde in Stockholm 2001 die entsprechende Übereinkunft zum Ausstieg aus der Produktion und Verwendung der zwölf gefährlichsten Chemikalien vereinbart.
 
Beim «Dreckigen Dutzend" handelt es sich meist um Inhaltsstoffe von Pestitziden, Abfallprodukte der Chemie-Industrie sowie um Stoffe aus der Abfallverbrennung wie zum Beispiel Dioxine. Die Übereinkunft von Stockholm betrifft zunächst folgende Stoffe: Aldrin, Chlordan, DDT, Dieldrin, Endrin, Heptachlor, Mirex, Toxaphen, Hexachlorbenzol, PCB, Dioxine und Furane.
 
Das Stockholmer Übereinkommen sieht die Möglichkeit vor, dass einzelne Länder Ausnahmen zur weiteren Anwendung von DDT zur Malariamücken-Bekämpfung beantragen können. Solche Ausnahmen sind jedoch auf drei Jahre befristet und verlangen die Entwicklung umweltgerechter Alternativen. Die Konferenz in Uruguay will Wege diskutieren, bei der Suche nach solchen Alternativen zu helfen.

Schließlich wollen die Vertragsstaaten Leitlinien zur Anwendung möglichst der jeweils modernsten zur Verfügung stehenden Technik verabschieden, um eine Verringerung von POP-Emissionen aus Verbrennungsanlagen oder Metallschmelzen zu erreichen. Auf der Tagesordnung steht auch die Frage der Finanzierung alternativer Techniken in Entwicklungsländern.

____________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India: IT alumnus gets US award

4 May 2005

[also in Economic Times (India), Hindustan Times, Webindia, ...]

PARIS: Rajendra Shende, an alumnus the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mumbai, has become the first Indian to bag an award from the US Environment Protection Agency (EPA) for efforts to protect the ozone layer. 

"Ours is the first globally established capacity building and technology cooperation programme under the UN system to implement the globally agreed environmental treaty," Shende, who heads the UN Environment Programme's (UNEP) OzonAction here, said just before leaving for Washington to receive the award Wednesday. 

The OzonAction programme is a coordinating body that has seen the successful implementation of the Montreal Treaty, which seeks to protect the ozone layer by phasing out chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and other ozone-destructive chemicals from around the world. 

This is also the first time that a UN agency is getting an award from the EPA. 

The EPA praised the "leadership and innovation of the OzonAction programme and said it has benefited over 140 countries through its unique regional networks of national ozone units and global information clearinghouse. 

Ahead of a global meet of IIT alumni in Washington later this month, Shende said : "The award reminds us of what can be achieved when the commitment of the poorest nations to protect the earth for future generations is combined with the resolve of the richest countries to do their part for peace, prosperity and environmental health. 

"What you get are amazing global success stories that go beyond conventional thoughts and immensely benefit humanity." 

He adds that it was not an easy task. "Our OzonAction programme for assisting the developing countries worked in the most demanding circumstances ever faced by any UN programme. The Montreal Protocol has definite and precise time targets for the phase-out of ozone depleting substances. And those time targets applied equally across the board to all 140 developing countries, from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. 

"When the programme started 12 years back, there were no guidelines on how to build the capacity of the developing countries to enable them to meet such exacting compliance with the Multilateral Environmental Agreement. I had to lead the programme through 'learning by doing'," Shende said. 

"The treaty is bearing fruits," he said. "According to the best scientific knowledge, the chemicals that have been destroying the ozone layer are now at or near peak and could begin to dissipate." 

He says the Montreal Protocol has resulted in significant net benefits for human health, fisheries, and agriculture and building materials. 

"By implementing this treaty alone, the world is avoiding 1.5 million cases of skin cancer, 330,000 deaths due to skin cancer and 129 million cases of cataracts. Benefits to agricultural production are estimated at about $190 billion by 2060 and total economic benefits are estimated at $459 billion as compared to the cost of implementation of $235 billion - a significant net economic benefit," claims Shende. 

The EPA's choice of UNEP for an award is unique since the US shares a rather edgy relationship with the UN, especially when it comes to multilateral environment protection programmes like the Kyoto Protocol. 

"The appreciation of the award panel, highlighting UNEP's leadership and innovation is not only rewarding, but also encouraging for our further work," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director. 

"The Montreal Protocol is succeeding in its objective of phasing out the global production and consumption of ozone depleting substances, but there is still much work left to be done, particularly in developing countries," he said.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Scoop.co.nz: UN: ‘10 Stories the World Should Hear More About'

Somalia, Deforestation Among UN List of ‘10 Stories the World Should Hear More About’
New York, May 3 2005 4:00PM

[UN Press Release; also on Relief Web]

Does deforestation improve or worsen human health? What exactly has happened in Somalia since Hollywood released a film called “Black Hawk Down?” How can farmers living at the mercy of middle men far from urban centres in Africa, Asia, or Latin America learn how much their produce is worth in distant markets?

These are among the questions members of the public might ask and which are answered by what the head of the United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI), Shashi Tharoor, presented today, on World Press Freedom Day, as “Ten Stories the World Should Hear More About.”

“Our list presents a wide spectrum of matters of concern to many, many people around the world, and we look forward to working with media everywhere to help raise the profile of these stories,” Mr. Tharoor, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, said at a seminar on the role of media in promoting tolerance.

If it were asked the first answer, DPI would point to UN Environment Programme (UNEP) reports from scientists who “have identified a loathsome catalogue of infectious diseases that have revived and thrived in places where natural habitats are altered or degraded by loggers, road and dam builders and urban encroachment.”

“A team from Johns Hopkins University in the United States found that even a 1 per cent increase in deforestation in Peru increases the number of malaria-bearing mosquitoes by 8 percent,” it says. Malaria mosquitoes are also breeding in stagnant water in shallow gem-mining pits in Sri Lanka.

In the United States, “cases of the tick-borne Lyme disease in New York and Connecticut have surged as humans have moved into forested areas where tick-carrying deer thrive,” it says.

The lack of security in Somalia, which has endured the longest period of state collapse in recent history, has kept “the presence of international media to a minimum at a time when this story needs a bright light from the outside helping to put all parties on notice that the world is watching,” DPI says.
The UN system is providing Somalis with humanitarian and development assistance, where possible, but “greater media exposure can also help to mobilize humanitarian aid to the country which continues to face drought and famine in addition to the recent deaths and damage to its coastline and fishing villages from the recent Indian Ocean tsunami,” it says.

On “Farming in the Dark,” DPI says, “Poor farmers have little chance of getting a fair price for their produce if they don’t know how much markets beyond their villages are willing to pay. The Internet is levelling their playing field through schemes such as INFOSHARE.”
With market information being “a central plank in efforts to break out of the poverty cycle,” the example it gives is that INFOSHARE, run by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), is allowing thousands of remote cocoa and coffee farmers in Cameroon, West Africa, to gain access to the latest market news.

The farmer’s share of the price of a package of coffee sold off the supermarket shelf has fallen from 37 per cent in the early 1990s to between 6 and 8 per cent in the new millennium, while cocoa producers get about 7 per cent of the supermarket value, DPI says.

Other underplayed stories include the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) encouraging farmers in Turkey and Thailand to plant legal plants instead of the opium poppies used to make heroin, the post-conflict successes of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) and the abduction, murders, mutilation and other abuse of northern Ugandan children by the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), DPI says.

In addition, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) have been campaigning in 30 countries in Asia and Africa against obstetric fistula, a childbirth complication which can kill the child and leave the mother with chronic incontinence. Doctors say it could be prevented if girls were allowed to marry later and received adequate health care during pregnancy and delivery.

Although the world responded generously after Hurricane Ivan devastated the tiny Caribbean island of Grenada last September, seven months later the UN Development Programme (UNDP reports that the producer of nutmeg and other spices “is living proof of how difficult it can be to translate outpourings of international assistance into recovery and reconstruction,” DPI says.

____________________________________________________________________________

Prensa Latine: STC-7 Promotes Broader Vision on Sustainable Tourism
Port of Spain, May 3 (Prensa Latina) Today´s Caribbean has a much wider vision of what its social, economic and environmental problems really are on the road to sustainable development. 

Even though the results of the Seventh Conference on Caribbean Sustainable Development (STC-7) can only be seen in the long run, the debates and discussions did help attendants be fully aware of the need to tackle sensitive matters whose solutions brook no further delay. 

That was one of the conclusions of the Seventh Annual Caribbean Conference on Sustainable Tourism Development that came to a close this weekend in Tobago, an effort in which tourists, government officials, investors and employers are supposed to have a say. 

A delegate from the host country made her point in a pretty accurate fashion. We must live sustainability if we truly want to pave the way for the establishment of a sustainable tourism zone in the Caribbean.

This particular stance matches the message put across by Alessandra Vanzella-Khouri, of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), who also attended the conference in Tobago. Sustainable development policies only hold water when they are not applied by a few at the expense of many.

Suffice it to say that marine pollution is labeled today as one of the region´s most pressing problems that is beginning to put the Caribbean Sea in harm´s way and has already caused irreversible damage to a fifth of the area´s coral population.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Cuba XP: UNEP Calls on Caribbean to Beef Up Environmental Protection
3 May 2005


The United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) called on all countries in the Grand Caribbean region to resort to all legal tools within their reach in order to preserve elements that might lead the way to sustainable development.

This particular message was put across by Alessandra Vanzella-Khouri, of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), who also attended the conference in Tobago.

Sustainable tourism through diversity was the central focus of the 7th Annual Caribbean Conference on Sustainable Tourism Development, also known as the Sustainable Tourism Conference (STC-7), that came to a close Friday in Tobago.


The April 26-29 conference, which took place at the Tobago Hilton in Trinidad´s sister island, Tobago, dealt with the critical question of whether the Caribbean wants tourism growth or tourism development,
 said Mercedes Silva, the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO)´s sustainable tourism specialist.


If we say development, how can we ensure its sustainability? What elements should be present in a tourism product to be sustainable? What are the options in the Caribbean?
 she stated.

She explained that in the last decade Ecotourism has been recognized as a viable form of sustainable tourism development.


Its capacity to generate economic benefits by contributing to the protection of natural and cultural resources and involving the local communities has made it an alternative form of tourism, especially in protected and remote rural areas,
 Ms. Silva said.

Themed Keeping the Right Balance 
 Sustainable Tourism Through Diversity, the conference focused on the initiatives taken in the Caribbean to contribute to the sustainable development of the tourism industry and the potential use of Ecotourism as an instrument to achieve this goal. The host destination, Tobago, was one of the case studies.

The program included plenary sessions, workshops, and study tours.

The annual Caribbean Conference on Sustainable Tourism Development is part of the information dissemination and regional awareness component of CTO´s Strategy for Sustainable Tourism.

It looks at how member states of CTO and the Association of Caribbean States (ACS) can design and implement sustainable tourism policies and programs, offering a regional forum for information exchange on the successes and pitfalls of national, regional and international initiatives.

By: Caribeinside
_____________________________________________________________________________

This Day (Lagos): Winners of UNEP's Painting Competition Emerge
2 May 2005 
 
The regional winners of the fourteenth International Children's Painting Competition on the Environment were announced recently. This year's theme was Green Cities, the motto of World Environment Day 2005. 

The competition is jointly organised by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Bayer AG and the Japan-based Foundation for Global Peace and Environment (FGPE). 

The painting competition has been held since 1990 and in that time has received over 160,000 entries from children in over 100 countries. 

For the first time, this year, the global painting competition was preceded by regional competitions. Each UNEP Regional Office (Bangkok, Geneva, Mexico City, Washington DC, Bahrain and Nairobi) chose regional winners and also submitted at least 100 paintings to the global selection. 

The global winners will be announced on June 5, 2005, at the main international celebrations to mark World Environment Day in San Francisco. 

All global and regional winners will travel to San Francisco, thanks to the generous financial support from Bayer AG, which is also sponsoring the awards ceremony. 

All winners receive a certificate and a plaque, and there are special prizes such as drawing kits and environmental stationery. The winning paintings will be shown in exhibitions in Japan and other countries. They will also be exhibited on the Internet. In future, selected paintings will be used on UNEP posters, post cards, calendars, and in publications. 

Eventually, all paintings submitted to the global competition will be held at the National Museum of Ethnology in Osaka, Japan. 

This year's competition is supported by the National Museum of Ethnology (Japan), the Japanese ministries of the environment, foreign affairs, education, forestry & fisheries; and the Japan-Arab Association. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Africa News: Aid and Assistance; Africa Stockpiles Program Funding Tops Us$60 Million
 World Bank
2 May 2005
 
The Africa Stockpiles Programme (ASP) today announced that the African Development Bank (AfDB) and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) have become the latest ASP partners to make commitments of US $10 million and US$3 million respectively.

The new contributions were made public at the First Meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Stockholm Convention taking place in Uruguay this week.

They join other participating countries, civil society, industries, and multilateral funds to finance the $250 million ASP clean-up of dangerous obsolete pesticide stockpiles throughout Africa over the next 10-15 years.

"The Global Environment Facility (GEF) is proud to be a partner in the Africa Stockpiles Programme. This effort is critical to the health of Africans and the integrity of the continent's environment," said Len Good, GEF Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. "We welcome the expansion of this partnership, which is working to ensure the program's success." 

An estimated 50,000 tonnes of obsolete pesticides, as well as tens of thousands of tons of contaminated soil and associated wastes, have accumulated in stockpiles throughout the African continent.

Ian Johnson, World Bank Vice President for Sustainable Development, welcomed both the Africa Development Bank and SIDA's participation, and expressed appreciation their support. He said, "The ASP is going to make a tangible difference to the people of Africa and to their - and the global - environment. Ridding Africa of its stocks of obsolete pesticides requires an unusual level of cooperation and commitment among partners representing widely differing perspectives, but all sharing the same vision of solving a real, immediate problem with global consequencesa-oe and of doing it together."

The World Bank, through its Development Grant Facility, (DGF) has contributed US$2.7 million for a 2-year period (2004/2006). This money will be used to build capacity in African countries in conjunction with NGOs and regional organizations to facilitate the implementation of the ASP. The DGF provides grant funding for global and regional development initiatives which are of high value for developing countries but cannot be supported adequately through regular country-based operations.

According to Birama Sidibe, Regional Director, Rural Development, AFDB, "The African Development Bank is proud to join the African Stockpiles Programme in its objective of removing stockpiles of obsolete pesticide from African countries. We consider the ASP to be a flagship initiative, which will bring substantial public health and environmental benefits to the continent, while strengthening the agricultural sector. It is a concrete action resulting from the AfDB's recently approved Environmental Policy and Implementation Plan, and is in line with the spirit of NEPAD's Environment Action Plan."

The objective of the ASP is to clear all obsolete pesticide stocks from Africa in an environmentally sound manner, and to put in place measures to prevent their recurrence. An initial $46 million committed by the partnership will be used to prepare programs and to clean up seven African countries (Ethiopia, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, and Tunisia), as well as prepare nine more for cleanup. The program will begin implementation in early fall of this year.

In South America, there are about 10,000 tonnes of obsolete pesticides - up to 20 percent of which are considered to be persistent organic pollutants (POPs). Many of the pesticides derive from cotton where toxaphene was widely used.

The Stockholm Convention is a global treaty to protect human health and the environment from POPs. POPs are chemicals that remain intact in the environment for long periods, become widely distributed geographically, accumulate in the fatty tissue of living organisms and are toxic to humans and wildlife. POPs circulate globally and can cause damage wherever they travel. In implementing the Convention, Governments will take measures to eliminate or reduce the release of POPs into the environment.

ASP partners include:

The African Development Bank, the African Union, the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, Belgium, Canada, CropLife International, Denmark, the European Union, the Food & Agricultural Organization (FAO), France, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), Japan, The Netherlands, the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), the Pesticides Action Network-Africa (PAN-Africa), the Pesticides Action Network-UK (PAN-UK), Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), Switzerland, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the World Bank, and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).

_____________________________________________________________________________

Le Quotidien Mutations (Yaoundé): Sidi El Moctar Cheiguer - Etre présents là où on parle environnement

By Propos recueillis par Alain B. Batongué 
3 Mai 2005  
Le président du Réseau africain des journalistes pour l'Environnement explique les missions et méthodes de travail de cette association. 

D'où est venue l'idée de créer un réseau africain de journalistes pour l'environnement? 

L'idée est venue en novembre 2002 au Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (Pnue), d'impliquer les professionnels africains de l'information dans sa stratégie de Communication vis-à-vis de l'Afrique. Des journalistes africains représentant toutes les régions du continent ont donc été sélectionnés et mis à contribution. Pendant trois jours, à Nairobi au Kenya, ces professionnels ont réfléchi à la mise en place d'une organisation professionnelle à même d'assurer et de disséminer l'information environnementale à travers l'Afrique. Le Raje était officiellement né. Vous n'êtes pas sans savoir que l'Afrique est un continent vulnérable, pas seulement au plan économique, mais aussi au plan environnemental. C'est d'ailleurs pourquoi notre continent est la seule entité géographique qui figure au nombre des cinq priorités du Pnue, qui est notre partenaire stratégique. Le Redda aussi (Réseau pour le développement durable en Afrique) a joué un rôle déterminant dans la mise sur pied du Raje, puisqu'il était présent à l'Atelier de novembre 2002 à Nairobi. 

Comment s'est passée sa mise en route et quelle est la caractéristique principale de son bureau exécutif ? 

La structure, née en novembre 2002, n'était pas tout à fait opérationnelle, car il n'y avait pas de bureau mais seulement un Coordonnateur provisoire. Nous sommes donc restés en gestation pendant 2 ans et c'est en février dernier, toujours à Nairobi, qu'un Bureau Exécutif a été élu et que les statuts ont été adoptés. Ce bureau compte 12 membres dont 6 sont les représentants du Raje dans les 6 régions d'Afrique (Afrique du Nord, Ouest, Centrale, Est, Australe et les Iles de l'Océan Indien). 

Quelles missions vous assignez-vous et comment comptez-vous les atteindre? 

L'avenir de l'Afrique est hypothéqué par cette extraordinaire détérioration de l'écosystème. La Santé, les économies, tout y passe. Et le phénomène ira crescendo si on laisse faire. Il y a donc lieu de sensibiliser l'Africain, de le mobiliser, de l'informer. Seule une information juste et crédible nous permettra d'influer sur le cours de notre existence. 

Mais pour atteindre ces objectifs, les journalistes africains ont besoin de se former à l'Environnement. Car comment bien expliquer à des publics larges et hétérogènes des phénomènes si l'on n'est pas soi même bien informé sur le ou les problèmes en question ? Il est donc prévu des ateliers de renforcement des capacités un peu partout en Afrique. 

Le problème, avec ce genre de structures, c'est la distance qui sépare les différents membres de son bureau exécutif: comment travaillez-vous pour être efficaces? 

Vous avez parfaitement raison. C'est un des gros problèmes de l'heure. Nous travaillons par Internet (Emails) et depuis peu, nous avons un site www.africannej.com. 

Comment alimentez-vous votre banque d'informations avant d'en assurer le dispatching? 

Chaque fois qu'une manifestation environnementale se déroule en Afrique ou qui concerne l'Afrique, nous demandons à être présents. A la fois pour la couverture de l'événement et pour la formation. Nous entretenons d'excellentes relations avec plusieurs organismes à travers le monde et ceci nous a permis dans bien des cas de couvrir des événements. Les comptes rendus de nos membres sont systématiquement mis sur notre site et cela leur donne une visibilité exceptionnelle. 

Quelle peut être, du point de vue du Raje, l'influence de la communication dans les comportements des individus et des pouvoirs publics en matière d'environnement? Pensez-vous être sur la bonne voie? 

La communication est omniprésente et omnipotente. En Afrique aussi comme ailleurs. Evidemment, l'Afrique a ses spécificités. Nous sommes dans un continent où l'alphabétisation progresse peu et où la communication doit explorer d'autres canaux, d'autres vecteurs et même des contenus différents. Si vous visitez notre site, vous verrez un lien Cartoons (caricatures). C'est encore à ses débuts mais ceci répond un peu à la question pertinente que vous me posez : oui, nous prenons bien en compte les spécificités de l'Afrique. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

WorldNetDaily: Socialist was behind U.N. sea treaty
 
Author of Bush-supported pact that cedes U.S. sovereignty
3 May 2005

One of the main authors of the U.N.'s Law of the Sea Treaty, or LOST, not only admired Karl Marx but was an ardent advocate of the Marxist-oriented New International Economic Order, according to a new report. 

Supporters of LOST – now before the U.S. Senate and backed by the Bush Administration – depict it as a pact that merely guarantees freedom of navigation on the high seas. But a new report issued by Cliff Kincaid of the public policy group America's Survival Inc. identifies Elisabeth Mann Borgese, a socialist who ran the World Federalists of Canada, as having played a critical role in crafting and promoting LOST. 

Borgese was hailed by her U.N. supporters as the "Mother of the Oceans" or "First Lady of the Oceans." She died in 2002. 

"The name of Elisabeth Mann Borgese is probably unknown to most backers and opponents of LOST," states Kincaid. "But any analysis of the treaty and its impact has to take her life and influence over LOST into account." 

The complete report is available at American Survival's website. 

President Reagan rejected the pact, and his ambassador to the U.N., Jeane Kirkpatrick, said it was viewed as the cornerstone of a New International Economic Order that would transfer money and technology from the U.S. and other developed countries to the Third World. 

Although supporters say the measure has been fixed, Kirkpatrick still is part of the massive conservative opposition to LOST. 

Kincaid says that at a time when the U.N. is under fire for mismanagement, corruption and scandal, LOST establishes a new international legal regime, including an International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, to govern activities on, over and under the world's oceans. 

The treaty explicitly governs seven-tenths of the world's surface and permits international rules and regulations concerning economic and industrial activities on the land area of the world in order to combat global warming and other perceived pollution dangers. 

The youngest daughter of the German novelist Thomas Mann, Borgese openly favored world government, wrote for the left-wing The Nation magazine and was a member of a "Committee to Frame a World Constitution." She served as director of the International Center for Ocean Development and chairman of the International Oceans Institute at Dalhousie University in Canada. 

The U.N. Environment Program, UNEP, has said that Borgese recognized the oceans as "a possible test-bed for ideas she had developed concerning a common global constitution." 

Borgese received UNEP's "Environment Prize" in 1987 and was credited with organizing the conferences that "served to lay the foundation" for the United Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea, according to Dalhousie University, which houses her archives. 

In a 1995 speech, pro-U.N. Democratic Sen. Claiborne Pell said Borgese's ideas were "embodied in the negotiated texts of the Law of the Sea Convention." 

Her ideas included recognizing the oceans as the "common heritage of mankind" and creating an International Seabed Authority to charge U.S. and foreign companies for the right to mine the ocean floor. This has been regarded by many LOST critics as a global tax scheme. 

In a January 1999 speech, Borgese declared, "The world ocean has been, and is, so to speak, our great laboratory for the making of a new world order." 

In an article titled, "The New International Economic Order and the Law of the Sea," she argued that the pact could "reinforce" the goals of the NIEO by giving Third World countries a role in managing access to the oceans. 

In a 1997 interview, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation broadcaster Philip Coulter asked Borgese about the collapse of Soviet-style communism and the triumph of the "elites." 

Borgese replied "there is a strong counter-trend. It's not called socialism, but it's called sustainable development, which calls ... for the eradication of poverty. There is that trend and that is the trend that I am working on." 

The concept of "sustainable development," considered a euphemism for socialism or communism, has been embraced in various pronouncements by the U.N. and even the U.S. government. 

In her book, "The Oceanic Circle: Governing the Seas as a Global Resource," she approvingly cites Karl Marx, the father of communism, as someone with "amazing foresight" about the problems faced by urban and rural societies. The book is available from the liberal Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C. 

In an article co-authored with an international lawyer, Borgese noted how LOST stipulates that the oceans "shall be reserved for peaceful purposes" and that "any threat or use of force, inconsistent with the United Nations Charter, is prohibited." 

She argued that LOST prohibits the ability of nuclear submarines from the U.S. and other nations to rove freely through the world's oceans. 

Borgese is one of many members of the World Federalist Movement identified by America's Survival as instrumental in crafting and lobbying for passage of LOST over the course of decades. 

Although sometimes regarded as small and without much influence, prominent personalities such as Walter Cronkite and former Republican Congressman John B. Anderson are world federalists, and former President Clinton and then-First Lady Hillary Clinton endorsed the group's activities. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Other Environment News

BBC: Warning over Sindh polluted water 
By Aamer Ahmed Khan

3 May 2005


Thousands of lives may be at risk from water-borne diseases in the Pakistani city of Hyderabad, experts say. 

The warning comes as local irrigation authorities say they need to release toxic water from a local lake into the main river that supplies the city. 

Over 40 people died in May last year in Hyderabad from water-borne diseases. 

Residents allege that toxic water from a polluted local lake was responsible. The controversy erupts annually as lakes fill up from early summer rains. 

But nowhere is the issue debated more hotly than in Hyderabad, the second largest city of the southern province of Sindh some 110km northeast of Karachi. 

'Pure poison' 
The immediate cause of the controversy is Manchhar lake, once a fresh water reservoir but now a cesspool of highly toxic water. 

Residents of Hyderabad say that over the years, neglect and ill-designed drainage projects have turned Manchhar lake into a "vast body of pure poison". 

A large part of the drain water falls into Manchhar lake every year, thanks to a massive drainage project - the Right Bank Outfall Drain - constructed with international financial assistance. 

The drain water contains all sorts of pollutants including industrial waste that get washed into the lake.  As the summer begins, the lake begins to swell from rainfall in its catchment areas. 

The Sindh irrigation department, tasked with looking after Manchhar lake, has few options but to drain the lake into the Indus river, the mighty waterway that connects Pakistan's mountainous north to its southern deserts. 

Hyderabad is immediately downstream of Manchhar and draws almost all its water from the Indus river. 

Residents of the city allege that the toxic water from Manchhar that was drained into the Indus was mainly responsible for the mini-epidemic that hit the city last year. 

More than 40 people died of acute gastrointestinal disorders in May last year and hundreds were hospitalised, shortly after the toxic water from Manchhar lake was released into the river. 

Residents fear that the same may happen again this year. 

But local irrigation authorities disagree, arguing that polluted water can cause no harm to humans if it is sufficiently diluted. 

At a meeting called by the Committee for Emergency Response in Hyderabad on Monday, irrigation officials argued that it was safe to mix one part of polluted lake water in 30 parts of flowing river water. 

The committee was constituted by the Sindh government last year in the wake of water-related deaths in May.  But for some reason that no one seems to know, the committee had never formally met since being constituted. The meeting on Monday was its first official sitting. 

Irrigation officials said the lake was filling up and draining excess water from it was inevitable. It could burst its banks, causing widespread damage if the water wasn't drained in time, they warned. 

Filters 
The irrigation department's point of view was hotly contested by health officials, doctors, environmentalists and concerned citizens, including representatives of the United Nations children's fund, Unicef. 

They said there was no way of ensuring that adequate proportions would be maintained. 

An expert working at the IUCN - one of Karachi's premium environmental agencies - told the BBC News website the required ratios simply cannot be maintained as there is never enough water in the Indus. 

"They should be installing water filters at all the cities drawing water directly from the river," he said. "No town or city in Sindh has adequate filtering facilities and that is the real problem." 

Fearful that the irrigation department may go ahead with its plans, Hyderabad residents have filed a petition in the High Court asking it to restrain the irrigation department from acting on its own. The petition is due for hearing on Wednesday. 

Polluted water is becoming a major health hazard in many Pakistani cities, especially in Sindh. 

Six people died in April in Shadadkot in northern Sindh, after drinking water from tankers abandoned near the town by an oil company. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

San Diego Union Tribune: California wildlife regulators to ban hunting via Internet

By Don Thompson
ASSOCIATED PRESS
6:25 p.m. May 3, 2005

SACRAMENTO – California wildlife regulators took the first step Tuesday to bar hunters from using the Internet to hunt animals long distance, responding to a Texas target shooting site that announced plans to let hunters fire guns at real animals by clicking a computer mouse hundreds of miles away.

"We don't think Californians should be able to hunt sitting at their computers at home," said Steve Martarano, a spokesman for the state Department of Fish and Game.

The Fish and Game Commission, which sets policy for the department, ordered wildlife officials to prepare emergency regulations to ban the practice outside the usual three-year cycle for revising hunting regulations.

The department must draft the regulations and the public will get a chance to comment, so the ban may not be adopted until perhaps August, Martarano said.

The move comes less than two weeks after the state Senate voted 25-6 in favor of such a ban.

The bill by Sen. Debra Bowen, D-Redondo Beach, which now moves to the Assembly, would prohibit use of computer-assisted hunting sites, bar such sites from operating in California and prohibit the importation or exportation of any animal or part of an animal killed using computer-assisted hunting.

At least 14 other states and Congress are considering similar bills.

Groups including the California Sportsmen's Association, Safari Club International and the Outdoor Sportsman's Coalition of California support the ban, saying hunting over the Internet is unethical and unsporting.

Supporters have suggested the remote hunting could be beneficial for hunters with disabilities, and questioned why Californians should be barred from patronizing a legitimate Texas business.

____________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news


UN: ‘10 Stories the World Should Hear More About’

Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Wednesday, 4 May 2005 - Press Release: United Nations - Somalia, Deforestation Among UN List of ‘10 Stories the World Should Hear More About’
New York, May 3 2005 4:00PM 
Does deforestation improve or worsen human health? What exactly has happened in Somalia since Hollywood released a film called “Black Hawk Down?” How can farmers living at the mercy of middle men far from urban centres in Africa, Asia, or Latin America learn how much their produce is worth in distant markets? 
These are among the questions members of the public might ask and which are answered by what the head of the United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI), Shashi Tharoor, presented today, on World Press Freedom Day, as “Ten Stories the World Should Hear More About.”
…If it were asked the first answer, DPI would point to UN Environment Programme (UNEP) reports from scientists who “have identified a loathsome catalogue of infectious diseases that have revived and thrived in places where natural habitats are altered or degraded by loggers, road and dam builders and urban encroachment.” 

“A team from Johns Hopkins University in the United States found that even a 1 per cent increase in deforestation in Peru increases the number of malaria-bearing mosquitoes by 8 percent,” it says. Malaria mosquitoes are also breeding in stagnant water in shallow gem-mining pits in Sri Lanka.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0505/S00084.htm 

General Environment News

Carbon Tax Will Burn Region’s Businesses

Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand - Wednesday, 4 May 2005 - The Wellington Regional Chamber of Commerce today warned the Government that unless great care was taken over its implementation, the recently announced carbon tax could potentially cause an economic slow down. 

The Government today announced that the carbon tax – a key part of the Government’s climate change policy – would be levied at $15.00 per tonne on fossil fuels and industrial process emissions. 

The tax is part of the Government’s implementation of the Kyoto Protocol. The first commitment period is from 2008 to 2012. 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO0505/S00040.htm 

Government insists its new carbon charge is a shift in tax not an increase, as households face $4 per week charge
NZ City, New Zealand 4 May 2005 - The average kiwi household can expect to pay an extra $4 a week to cover the costs of the Government's commitment to the Kyoto Protocol.
To meet New Zealand's obligation to the anti-global warming accord, a tax of $15 per tonne of carbon emissions will be imposed from April 2007.
…Climate Change Minister Pete Hodgson says it introduces a price differential between clean and polluting sources of energy so individuals and businesses can make informed choices.
He says that means the tax will be passed in fuel costs at about one cent per unit of electricity and four cents per litre of petrol.
http://home.nzcity.co.nz/news/default.asp?id=50105&c=w 

Wave technology at risk of being swept away, ALP warns

ABC Regional Online, Australia - Wednesday, 4 May 2005 - The Federal Opposition has warned the technology behind the wave energy plant at Port Kembla on the New South Wales south coast could move offshore unless it receives more Government support.

The plant harnesses the energy of rising and falling waves to make electricity, and includes a prototype desalination plant that is emission-free.

Labor's environment spokesman, Anthony Albanese, says the Government's failure to sign the Kyoto protocol limits opportunities for Australia to sell the technology overseas.

"We need to make sure that we keep this technology here in Australia," Mr Albanese said.
"Australia is good at developing it, we need to make sure that we keep it and get the benefits from it.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/items/200505/1359264.htm?illawarra

World should look beyond Kyoto: climate expert
Age (subscription), Australia - By Melissa Fyfe, Environment reporter - May 4, 2005 - Debate about climate change needs to shift from the Kyoto Protocol to the level of global warming that is "dangerous", the head of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says.
Rajendra Pachauri said the world urgently needed to decide the level at which greenhouse gases should be stabilised and work towards that goal.
"Unfortunately, a great deal of effort has been wasted just debating and discussing the Kyoto Protocol," said Dr Pachauri, who will address an international air pollution conference in Hobart today. "And I think what we really need is to focus on some longer-term targets."
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/World-should-look-beyond-Kyoto-climate-expert/2005/05/03/1115092494822.html?oneclick=true 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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UN in the news

UN desertification talks start in Bonn
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - About 500 delegates from the 191 member countries of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification will convene in Bonn, Germany 2-11 May to assess progress in addressing land degradation and desertification. The Convention is seen as a key instrument to deliver the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a comprehensive strategy put forward for combating global poverty, which must be met by 2015. "Desertification stands at the root of persistent poverty in Africa, Asia and Latin America. For millions of people around the globe, losing productive land means entering the vicious poverty cycle," Hama Arba Diallo, UNCCD executive director said. The Bonn conference will assess the efforts that governments have been making to tackle the desertification challenge, notably in Africa. Delegates will gather in four regional consultation meetings convened by the affected country Parties of Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean and Europe. They will focus their attention on consensus policies for sustainable land management and ways of promoting best practices, know-how, technology transfer, in particular from the developed countries to the developing countries, for combating desertification globally. Participants will also review information regarding the use of financial resources by multilateral agencies and institutions. They will discuss strategic areas of intervention through panel discussions (forestry, range management, early warning systems) and engage in two global interactive dialogues on the "greening" of national development policies and on the relationships between desertification, migration and conflicts. During the 10 days, over 20 workshops and debates will provide opportunities for policymakers, civil society, journalists and stakeholders in the private sector to exchange ideas build partnerships and explore innovative approaches to the challenges of desertification. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng080439&dte=02/05/2005
General Environment News

Fire destroys 10,000 ha of forests in Kenya
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenyan government officials on Monday disclosed that over 10,000 hectares of forests were burnt in the country during the recent extended dry spell. This year alone, the officials added, 7,500 hectares (ha) of forests went up in smoke in the Rift Valley Province, the country's forest hub, and another 230.4 hectares of plantation forestry was also burnt. According to the permanent secretary in the country's presidency in charge of special programmes, Mahboub M. Maalim, the government has spent 4.7 million shillings to stop fire outbreaks during the period. He noted that the current situation on fire in forests painted a grim picture, and if not checked, would have a negative effect on livelihoods that stems from the forests. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng080403&dte=02/05/2005
Kibaki urges conservation of the environment
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki urged his compatriots to close ranks in a general mobilisation to protect the environment, as he launched this year's National Tree Planting season Friday in Nairobi. "Our first duty in environmental conservation is to increase the national forest cover by planting trees," Kibaki declared, warning that the Government will not allow forests to be destroyed. To ensure that the country's water catchment and ecologically sensitive areas are not destroyed, he said the government will remain firm in its resolve to dislodge people who have illegally encroached on government forests. He said threats of food shortage would be averted if steps to conserve the environment were enhanced. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng080273&dte=30/04/2005
NNPC, Community Disagree On Cause of Water Pollution                                                   Daily Champion (Lagos): THIRTEEN years after the reported pollution of the underground water and wells in the community, the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) and Baruwa community in the Ayobo local government of Lagos State are yet to agree over the cause of the problem which has brought discomfort to many houses in the area. While NNPC insisted at the weekend during the public enlightenment campaign on the effect of pipeline vandalization on the environment of Baruwa community, they, the pollution was as a result of massive vandalisation of pipelines between 1994 and 19996, the community, however attributed the cause to ruptured pipes as a result of age.  Specifically, the Group Manager of the corporation Mr. Funso Kupolokun said preliminary investigation had shown that the pipeline valve pits in the area were vandalized to steal petroleum products during the acute fuel crisis sequel to strike embarked on over June 12 political crisis. The incidents led to massive spillage and seepage which spread in the area to the underground water table thereby polluting the wells and boreholes. The Lagos State governor while regretting the untold hardship the community is passing through, said the Lagos State Environment/Protection Agency (LASEPA) would collaborate with PPPC and the community to constantly monitor oil facility and periodically carrying out pipeline integrity test.  The community had complained heavy presence of petrol in their boreholes. According to available statistics out of 150 boreholes tested, 70 of them showed high presence of fuel. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505020970.html
____________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain

MPs to investigate mystery illness

MPs yesterday set up a committee to investigate an alleged outbreak of mysterious illnesses amongst villagers in and around Maameer. Villagers in Maameer, Al Akr and Nuwaidrat say skin rashes and other irritations could be caused by some sort of gas leak or pollution. 

Health Minister Dr Nada Haffadh told parliament that extensive check-ups had been carried out and it has been found that the sicknesses were not pollution-related.

Oil Minister Shaikh Isa bin Ali Al Khalifa said that none of the oil industries was responsible.

Commerce and Industry Minister Dr Hassan Fakhro said that after investigations none of the industries in the area were found responsible.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=111031&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28045

Syria

Regional workshop on multi-national agreements

The deliberations of the regional workshop on the mechanisms of abidance by the multi-national environmental agreements opened yesterday. ‏ 

The workshop was held by the Environment and Local Administration Ministry in cooperation with the Regional Bureau for West Asia and the department of implementing the environment policies of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) at Meridien Hotel. ‏ 

Deputy Environment and Local Administration Minister Imad Hassoun reiterated Syria keenness to develop and reactivate Syria keenness to develop and reactivate cooperation with the UN organizations in order to realize the environment hoped-for environment future which is based on implementing the international agreements. ‏ 

Hassoun highlighted Syria commitment to the international agreements related to implementing the Montreal protocol concerning the protection of the ozone layer and the agreements related to the chemical materials. ‏ 

By ratifying the bio-diversity international agreements and its protocols, Syria is trying to prevent the fertilized lands deterioration. ‏ 

UNEP acting resident representative Habib Nicola al-Habr expressed appreciation for the Syrian government for hosting and patronizing the workshop. ‏ 

Regional official is charge of the Industry Programme at the UNEP Ahmad Basel al-Yousfi highlighted the importance of the workshop which is the first in the west Asia region to be held in Damascus. ‏ 

Delegations representing the Arab League, the UN, Egypt, Lebanon, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Yemen, Jordan, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Syria participated in the 4-day workshop. ‏ 

http://www.teshreen.com/syriatimes/_local.asp?FileName=20050503075528

UAE

UAE bags top environ award

The UAE received the International Energy Globe Award 2004 for its environmental education and awareness programmes organised by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA). 

In a ceremony attended by more than 4,000 people, held alongside the World Expo 2005 in Aichi Japan, Majid Al Mansouri, Secretary-General of ERWDA, accepted the award on behalf of the UAE. 

The UAE had bagged the first prize in the youth category and had been short-listed from more than 600 high quality environmental entries submitted from over 100 countries.

World Expo 2005 is considered the largest and most wide-ranging environmental exhibition worldwide and this year was held under the theme Nature's Wisdom. The awards ceremony was attended by Wolfgang Neumann, Founder of the Award, Christoph Leitl, President of the Austrian Economic Chamber and Martin Bartenstein, Austrian Minister for Economy and Labour. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/may/theuae_may122.xml
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 ANNAN URGES CITY LEADERS TO WORK WITH GLOBAL PARTNERS TO HELP ERADICATE  NUCLEAR WEAPONS                                                            

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged a gathering of     

 mayors from around the globe to press ahead with their valuable work –     

 building bridges of international cooperation at the community level – to  

 help revitalize the long-term vision of a world free of nuclear weapons.   

 Revitalizing that vision “is the only way to guarantee that these terrible 

 weapons will never be used again,” Mr. Annan said in remarks to a          

 conference of mayors at UN Headquarters in New York. The visit by the      

 “Mayors for Peace,” who are in town to promote their vision of a global    

 ban on nuclear weapons by 2020, coincides with the opening of the 2005     

 Review Conference of State Parties to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 

 (NPT).                                                                     

 The group is composed of cities around the world – led by city leaders     

 from Hiroshima and Nagasaki – who have formally united against nuclear     

 weapons. The non-governmental organization (NGO) is now supported by 554   

 cities in 107 countries and regions, endorsing the 1982 Programme to       

 Promote Solidarity of Cities toward the Total Abolition of Nuclear         

 Weapons.                                                                   

 “Your work is very important to us here at the United Nations,” Mr. Annan  

 said. “This UN is a meeting place of national governments, but it also     

 needs the ideas and enthusiasm of local communities around the world.”     

 Welcoming a number of “Hibakusa” – living witnesses to the horrors wrought 

 by the atomic bombs unleashed on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 – the      

 Secretary-General urged the mayors to press ahead with their work, even in 

 the face of what might seem to be insurmountable obstacles.                

 If the world’s NPT obligations – ensuring nuclear disarmament,             

 non-proliferation and peaceful uses of nuclear energy – were to be         

 revitalized, action would be required on all fronts. “Your efforts, of     

 course, are a part of something bigger – the struggle for a freer, fairer  

 and safer world,” Mr. Annan said.                                          

 At a press conference earlier Tuesday, Hiroshima Mayor Tadatoshi Akiba,    

 President of Mayors for Peace, said the interim goal of the so-called      

 “2020 Vision Campaign” was to have a universal nuclear weapons convention  

 prepared by 2010, for consideration by the next NPT review meeting. He     

 said he hoped the discussions over the next few days would be the          

 beginning of a constructive exchange between the custodians of the NPT and 

 the mayors, citizens and NGOs of the world.                                

 Mayor Kazunaga Itoh of Nagasaki said that in the 60 years since the        

 horrific attacks on his home city and Hiroshima, many nuclear weapons had  

 no doubt been produced but not one had been used. That was perhaps because 

 the countries that have or those that would like to have such weapons      

 realized what a devastating thing they could be. He added, however, that   

 six decades after the event, one could still identify cases of             

 post-traumatic stress disorder. Calling for the eradication of all nuclear 

 weapons, he said that the effects of the bombs were such that even today,  

 the long-term after-effects were still being felt.                         

 * * *                                                                      

 UN MISSION CALMS TENSIONS AFTER ETHNIC CLASHES NEAR CôTE D’IVOIRE TOWN     

 The United Nations peacekeeping mission has held a reconciliation meeting  

 of traditional leaders from various ethnic groups and representatives of   

 local and national government and militias in the strategic western Côte   

 d’Ivoire town of Duékoué after ethnic clashes caused people to flee their  

 homes, a UN spokesman said today.                                          

 At the meeting, held yesterday, participants agreed that joint patrols     

 would be increased, the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) having       

 reinforced its patrols, Stephane Dujarric said at the daily press briefing 

 in New York. The local market would also be re-opened and public transport 

 would again be operated, he added.                                         

 Some 600 internally displaced persons (IDPs) have been staying in the      

 Duékoué mayor’s office and a church in town and humanitarian workers have  

 gone to verify their exact number, he said.                                

Meanwhile, UNOCI today transported a delegation from the opposition and    

 former rebel Forces Nouvelles to the capital, Yamoussoukro, for a seminar  

 on the long-pending disarmament process, he said.                          

 Under the agreement reached last month in Pretoria, South Africa, to end   

 two years of civil strife, the Government and other parties in conflict    

 officially declared an end to their war.                                   

 * * *                                                                      

 AIDS, UNKNOWN TO WORLD 25 YEARS AGO, IS THREATENING GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT –    UN                                                                                                                                                   

 Political commitment to fight HIV/AIDS has increased significantly in the  

 past four years, especially in China and India where senior political      

 leaders have been speaking out, but the epidemic still is expanding,       

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report to the United Nations    

 General Assembly.                                                          

 The report tracks implementation of pledges made in the Assembly’s June    

 2001 Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, using a broad range of data    

 sources, especially AIDS indicators from 17 countries in Africa, Asia, the 

 Caribbean and Eastern Europe.                                              

 Despite new political will and “despite encouraging signs that the         

 epidemic is beginning to be contained in a small but growing number of     

 countries, the overall epidemic continues to expand, with much of the      

 world at risk of falling short of the targets set forth in the             

 Declaration,” it says.                                                     

 The Declaration says everyone should be informed about prevention,         

 mother-to-child transmission must be stopped, treatment should be given to 

 all those infected, the search for a vaccine must be redoubled and the     

 millions of AIDS orphans must be cared for.                                

 Though expanding treatment offers hope, the report says, 11 countries in   

 sub-Saharan Africa are likely to lose more than 10 per cent of their       

 labour force by next year. Sub-Saharan Africa accounted for almost         

 three-quarters of the world’s AIDS deaths last year and the number of      

 deaths in some countries may be matched by a comparable number of new      

 infections, it says.                                                       

 In the region, “the epidemic has yet to display a natural saturation       

 point,” it says.                                                           

 Studies by the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the Asian       

 Development Bank (ADB) showed that the rate of poverty reduction in one    

 country, Cambodia, may be slowed by as much as 60 per cent on average      

 between 2003 and 2015, it says.                                            

 Last December, 7.1 million people in South and South-east Asia were        

 estimated to be living with HIV, as well as 1.7 million people in Latin    

 America, it says.                                                          

 At the end of last year, meanwhile, Eastern Europe and Central Asia had    

 nine times more people living with HIV than they had had 10 years earlier. 

 “AIDS-related mortality continues to erode the fragile base of human       

 capital on which sound development depends and threatens to undermine      

 critical social institutions in hard-hit countries,” the report says.      

 * * *                                                                      

 NEW UN REPORT SAYS DEATH TOLL FROM RESURGENT MALARIA IS A MILLION A YEAR   

 The prevention and treatment of malaria has made progress since 2000, but  

 an annual death toll of 1 million people presents challenges as the        

 mosquito-borne parasitic disease makes a comeback, the first joint malaria 

 report from the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and UN Children’s Fund  

 (UNICEF) says.                                                                                                                                       

 The report on the disease that claims three times as many African          

 children’s lives as HIV/AIDS was launched today at events in New York,     

 Geneva and Cairo.                                                          

 “This is just my second day at UNICEF, but it makes sense that my first    

 public statement helps make the case for fighting a largely preventable    

 and utterly treatable disease,” Executive-Director Ann Veneman said in New 

 York. “It is a disease that kills one child in sub-Saharan Africa every 30 

 seconds. The numbers are astounding – and unacceptable.”                   

Insecticide-treated bed nets and new artemisinin-based combination         

 therapies must reach many more people, but “many countries are moving      

 forward with malaria control programmes and even those with limited        

 resources and a heavy malaria burden now have a better opportunity to gain 

 ground against this disease,” WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said in   

 Geneva.                                                                    

 The report estimates that 350 million to 500 million people worldwide      

 contract malaria per year, up somewhat from the estimate of 300 million to 

 500 million cases annually that WHO has been using since 2001.             

 “Current methods do not allow for a more precise estimate, given that      

 malaria is most often not diagnosed with certainty, as well as the         

 scarcity of reliable data from the communities where it occurs,” WHO and   

 UNICEF say.                                                                

 The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a set of targets agreed at a UN   

 summit in 2000 to halve or eliminate many socio-economic ills, would halt  

 or reverse the spread by 2015, while WHO’s Roll Back Malaria partnership,  

 founded in 1998, aims to halve the burden by 2010, despite a serious lack  

 of funds.                                                                  

 Only $600 million was contributed to global malaria control this year,     

 when $3.2 billion was needed to fight the disease effectively in the 82    

 countries with the worst burdens, the agencies say.                        

 Nonetheless, in the last three years, the number of insecticide-treated    

 bed nets distributed across Africa had increased 10-fold.                  

 “Money is not the whole answer. Many developing countries, African         

 countries in particular, need to strengthen their health systems and there 

 is an urgent need for greater investment in research,” Dr. Fatoumata       

 Nafo-Traoré, Roll Back Malaria chief since 2003, said in New York.         

 “We are pleased by the recent surge in funding for vaccine research, but   

 strong research initiatives are needed for developing new medicines and    

 safe, new insecticides.”                                                   

 * * *                                                                      

 UN COUNTER-TERRORISM EXPERTS PRAISE KENYA’S COOPERATION                    

 United Nations counter-terrorism experts today praised Kenya for its       

 cooperation with UN efforts to fight the scourge, noting that the East     

 African country was considering setting up a unit to combat the financing  

 of terrorists.                                                             

 Javier Rupérez, Executive Director of the Security Council                 

 Counter-Terrorism Committee’s Executive Directorate (CTED), told a press   

 briefing in Nairobi that Kenya has been forthcoming in telling the UN what 

 it has and has not done with regard to counter-terrorism.                  

 “They have been honest in their reporting,” he said, referring to the      

 reports that countries are required to provide to the Council. “At the     

 same time, we gather from their reporting that there are a number of       

 deficiencies.”                                                             

 Gijs de Vries, Counter-Terrorism Coordinator at the EU Council in          

 Brussels, announced at the briefing that Kenya was considering the         

 creation of a terrorism financing unit, and that the EU was “ready to      

 offer assistance to Kenya in this regard.”                                 

 Mr. Rupérez also stressed the importance of having in place in Kenya       

 “legislation for the criminalization of terrorism as well as instruments   

 to control the financing of terrorism.”                                    

 The CTED visit to Kenya is the second of its kind, following a trip in     

 mid-March to Morocco, and is part of the unit’s attempt to establish       

 direct contact with Member States to assess how the obligations of         

 Security Council resolution 1373 are implemented, as well as to evaluate   

 the nature and level of assistance needed by countries to fulfil those     

 requirements.                                                              

 According to resolution 1373, countries are obliged to deny all forms of   

 financial support for terrorist groups, suppress the provision of safe     

 haven, sustenance or support for terrorists; share information with other  

 governments on any groups practising or planning terrorist acts; and       

 cooperate with other governments in the investigation, detection, arrest   

 and prosecution of those involved in such acts.                            

 It also enjoins them to criminalize active and passive assistance for      

 terrorism in domestic laws and bring violators of these laws to justice,   

 and to become party as soon as possible to the relevant international      

 conventions and protocols relating to terrorism.                           

 The CTED delegation led by Mr. Rupérez – who was scheduled to head to      

 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to discuss cooperation with the African Union (AU)  

 – includes experts from Interpol, the World Customs Organization, the      

 International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the Commonwealth         

 Secretariat and the European Union.                                        

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN CALLS ON WOMEN’S GROUP TO HELP PROMOTE UN REFORM                     

 Describing the two major set of recommendations to meet global challenges  

 that world leaders will debate and decide on at the United Nations summit  

 in September, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on a UN-affiliated 

 women’s group to help seize the opportunity to reform the world body.      

 Given the women’s interest in UN reform, “it could be quite some time      

 before we again have before us such an impressive constellation of ideas,  

 proposals and engagement. So let us act while these stars are in           

 alignment,” he said at the thirtieth anniversary meeting of the Women’s    

 International Forum.                                                       

 The Forum groups diplomats’ spouses and women ambassadors, senior          

 Secretariat staff members and UN-based journalists.                        

 Mr. Annan said his proposals, set out in a document released in March      

 called “In Larger Freedom,” drew on two wide-ranging reviews produced by   

 the 16-member High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, chaired  

 by former Thai Prime Minister Anand Panyarachun, and by the 250 drafters   

 of the Millennium Project on development, chaired by UN Special Adviser    

 Jeffrey Sachs.                                                             

 “But I also took into account my own conscience and convictions and my     

 strong sense of what the United Nations stands for and what it must mean   

 to the world’s people. And that led me to pay special attention to human   

 dignity, as embodied in the struggle for human rights and the rule of      

 law,” he said.                                                             

 His report could be summarized as: “we will not enjoy development without  

 security, or security without development, and we will enjoy neither       

 without human rights,” Mr. Annan said, adding that he had tried to create  

 an agenda of bold yet achievable decisions to be taken in September.       

 They include expanding the Security Council, replacing the Commission on   

 Human Rights with a smaller, more focused body, making commitments to      

 reach long-established aid targets and concluding the latest Doha Round of 

 World Trade Organization (WTO) talks, he said.                             

 “Our challenge is to get from a set of proposals to a slate of decisions.  

 Some of my suggestions have been criticized for having opened Pandora’s    

 Box. Others are said to have gone too far, or not far enough,” he said.    

 Four months away from the summit, however, there should be flexibility and 

 a willingness to respond to the needs of others, Mr. Annan said. “The      

 bully pulpit has its place; but so does the search for common ground.”     

 * * *                                                                      

 UN AGENCIES SWING INTO ACTION TO HELP TOGOLESE REFUGEES IN BENIN AND GHANA 

 United Nations aid agencies are moving to assist refugees fleeing violence 

 in Togo to nearby Ghana and Benin, where their numbers have swelled to     

 more than 18,500.                                                          

Benin has recorded some 10,000 arrivals in the last week, according to UN  

 High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis. She  

 told reporters in Geneva that the new arrivals say that more are on their  

 way, especially from the Togolese capital of Lomé, and Aneho, close to the 

 border with Benin.                                                         

 On Togo’s other flank, Ghana has seen a slowdown in the pace of arrivals.  

 On Monday, the Aflao border post close to Lomé recorded 1,079 new          

 arrivals. After noon, the number of border crossings was almost back to    

 normal. The total number of arrivals in Ghana in the last week now stands  

 at 8,500.                                                                  

 Aid workers are standing by in the event of further unrest as Togo’s       

 constitutional court officially confirms the results today, UNHCR said.    

 The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said 72 unaccompanied youngsters have been 

 discovered among the Togolese refugees arriving in Benin. It was still     

 unclear why they were unaccompanied, and where their families were, but    

 the children were physically and mentally in good shape, agency spokesman  

 Damien Personnaz said.                                                     

 For its part, the World Food Programme has earmarked $500,000 to both      

 Benin and Ghana to provide food aid to arriving Togolese refugees.         

 Meanwhile, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)  

 said it was concerned about events in Togo and was closely monitoring the  

 situation there. “This political crisis could result in a humanitarian     

 crisis, and the worst-case scenario is having a situation similar to that  

 in Côte d’Ivoire,” said Elizabeth Byrs. “A protracted crisis in Togo could 

 further weaken the fragile economic and social conditions in Burkina Faso, 

 Mali and Niger that had been already seriously hit by the crisis in Côte   

 d’Ivoire.                                                                  

 “It might also constitute a new opportunity for arms traffickers and       

 mercenaries if the situation is not addressed in the most expeditious      

 way,” she added.                                                           

                                                                             * * *                                                                      

 SOMALIA, DEFORESTATION AMONG UN LIST OF ‘10 STORIES THE WORLD SHOULD HEAR   MORE ABOUT’                                                                

 Does deforestation improve or worsen human health? What exactly has        

 happened in Somalia since Hollywood released a film called “Black Hawk     

 Down?” How can farmers living at the mercy of middle men far from urban    

 centres in Africa, Asia, or Latin America learn how much their produce is  

 worth in distant markets?                                                  

 These are among the questions members of the public might ask and which    

 are answered by what the head of the United Nations Department of Public   

 Information (DPI), Shashi Tharoor, presented today, on World Press Freedom 

 Day, as “Ten Stories the World Should Hear More About.”                    

 “Our list presents a wide spectrum of matters of concern to many, many     

 people around the world, and we look forward to working with media         

 everywhere to help raise the profile of these stories,” Mr. Tharoor, the   

 UN Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, said 

 at a seminar on the role of media in promoting tolerance.                  

 If it were asked the first answer, DPI would point to UN Environment       

 Programme (UNEP) reports from scientists who “have identified a loathsome  

 catalogue of infectious diseases that have revived and thrived in places   

 where natural habitats are altered or degraded by loggers, road and dam    

 builders and urban encroachment.”                                          

 “A team from Johns Hopkins University in the United States found that even 

 a 1 per cent increase in deforestation in Peru increases the number of     

 malaria-bearing mosquitoes by 8 percent,” it says. Malaria mosquitoes are  

 also breeding in stagnant water in shallow gem-mining pits in Sri Lanka.   

 In the United States, “cases of the tick-borne Lyme disease in New York    

 and Connecticut have surged as humans have moved into forested areas where 

 tick-carrying deer thrive,” it says.                                       

 The lack of security in Somalia, which has endured the longest period of   

 state collapse in recent history, has kept “the presence of international  

 media to a minimum at a time when this story needs a bright light from the 

 outside helping to put all parties on notice that the world is watching,”  

 DPI says.                                                                  

 The UN system is providing Somalis with humanitarian and development       

 assistance, where possible, but “greater media exposure can also help to   

 mobilize humanitarian aid to the country which continues to face drought   

 and famine in addition to the recent deaths and damage to its coastline    

 and fishing villages from the recent Indian Ocean tsunami,” it says.       

 On “Farming in the Dark,” DPI says, “Poor farmers have little chance of    

 getting a fair price for their produce if they don’t know how much markets 

 beyond their villages are willing to pay. The Internet is levelling their  

 playing field through schemes such as INFOSHARE.”                          

 With market information being “a central plank in efforts to break out of  

 the poverty cycle,” the example it gives is that INFOSHARE, run by the UN  

 Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), is allowing thousands of     

 remote cocoa and coffee farmers in Cameroon, West Africa, to gain access   

 to the latest market news.                                                 

 The farmer’s share of the price of a package of coffee sold off the        

 supermarket shelf has fallen from 37 per cent in the early 1990s to        

 between 6 and 8 per cent in the new millennium, while cocoa producers get  

 about 7 per cent of the supermarket value, DPI says.                       

 Other underplayed stories include the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

 encouraging farmers in Turkey and Thailand to plant legal plants instead   

 of the opium poppies used to make heroin, the post-conflict successes of   

 the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) and the abduction, murders,       

 mutilation and other abuse of northern Ugandan children by the rebel       

 Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), DPI says.                                    

 Two other underplayed stories are: the emergence of more than 100 human    

 rights institututions in recent years, each one active in working to       

 prevent abuses ranging from torture to discrimination to conflict          

 resolution; and the continuing global epidemic of violence against women,  

 with the abuse usually perpetrated by someone known to the victim.         

 In addition, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Population     

 Fund (UNFPA) have been campaigning in 30 countries in Asia and Africa      

 against obstetric fistula, a childbirth complication which can kill the    

 child and leave the mother with chronic incontinence. Doctors say it could 

 be prevented if girls were allowed to marry later and received adequate    

 health care during pregnancy and delivery.                                 

 Although the world responded generously after Hurricane Ivan devastated    

 the tiny Caribbean island of Grenada last September, seven months later    

 the UN Development Programme (UNDP reports that the producer of nutmeg and 

 other spices “is living proof of how difficult it can be to translate      

 outpourings of international assistance into recovery and reconstruction,” 

 DPI says.                                                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 INDONESIA HAS FIRST CASE OF POLIO IN A DECADE, UN HEALTH AGENCY SAYS       

 Calling for more funds and a quicker response from governments to combat   

 the polio virus in endemic countries and regions, the United Nations World 

 Health Organization (WHO) today confirmed Indonesia’s first case of the    

 crippling disease since 1995.                                              

 The case was discovered on the Indonesian island of West Java, the WHO’s   

 Christine McNab said in Geneva. An 18-month-old child was infected with a  

 strain of the polio virus that can be traced to a recent outbreak in West  

 Africa, which started when polio vaccination activity stopped in Nigeria.  

 Polio is a water-borne virus that primarily attacks children. It is deadly 

 to many patients and it leaves others partially or completely paralyzed.   

 Ms. McNab said that after looking at the genetic sequence of the           

 Indonesian case, WHO researchers believed that the virus had somehow made  

 its way to the country through the Red Sea area where cases had been       

 reported in Saudi Arabia and Sudan.                                        

 Though such importations were normal in disease eradication programmes,    

 Ms. McNab stressed that the key to avoiding further infections was to      

 ensure that countries had strengthened surveillance systems for polio, and 

 when the virus was detected, that action was taken quickly to vaccinate    

 children under the age of five.                                            

 “This was already happening in Indonesia, which was targeting five million 

 children in the larger region,” she said, but added that WHO and countries 

 needed to continue to closely monitor the “polio virus reservoirs” like    

 Nigeria and India, where the virus was endemic.                            

 WHO also said it needed to raise $50 million between now and the end of    

 July to conduct polio vaccination campaigns for children in those places,  

 and an additional $200 million was required for next year’s activities.    

 * * *                                                                      

 SIERRA LEONE COURT ORDERS PROSECUTION FOR THREATS TO PROTECTED WITNESS     

 The Special Court for Sierra Leone has ordered the prosecution of five     

 individuals for contempt of court for allegedly revealing the identity of, 

 and threatening, a protected witness.                                      

 In its order, issued Friday, the Court said one of the five individuals,   

 Brima Samura, revealed a witness’s name to two other people, who later     

 threatened to attack the witness’s home.                                   

 Mr. Samura was an investigator attached to the defence team of Alex Tamba  

 Brima, among the alleged leaders of the former Armed Forces Revolutionary  

 Council (AFRC) originally indicted by the Court in May 2003 on 17 counts – 

 later amended to 18 counts and subsequently reduced to 14 counts – of war  

 crimes, crimes against humanity, and other serious violations of           

 international humanitarian law during Sierra Leone’s bloody civil war.     

 The others individuals named in the order are Margaret Fomba Brima, Neneh  

 Binta Bah Jalloh, Anifa Kamara and Ester Kamara.                           

 According to the Court, on 9 March Mr. Samura revealed the name of the     

 witness to Ms. Brima and Ms. Jalloh, who said they knew where the witness  

 lived and that they were going to attack her house.                        

 Later that same day, when the witness in question was being driven from    

 the Court’s premises, the four women shouted out the witness' name and     

 told her that they knew she was testifying in the trial and that they knew 

 she was inside the vehicle.                                                

 The four women’s words had the effect of threatening and intimidating the  

 witness as a result of her testimony, the Court said.                      

 The Special Court is the world’s first hybrid international war crimes     

 tribunal, and was established by an agreement in January 2002 between the  

 United Nations and the Republic of Sierra Leone.                           

 * * *                                                                      

 UN ENDEAVOURS ON POLITICAL AND HUMANITARIAN FRONTS IN SUDAN                

 The United Nations today continued its efforts to help usher in peace and  

 stability for troubled Sudan, holding political talks in Kenya and opening 

 a camp in eastern Chad to ease congestion and relocate refugees from along 

 the Sudanese border.                                                       

 The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, was   

 in Nairobi, Kenya, where he was scheduled to meet with John Garang,        

 Chairman of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) to        

 discuss the implementation of the comprehensive North-South peace          

 agreement and the deployment of UN peacekeepers.                                                                                                   

 Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its           

 non-governmental organization (NGO) partners have opened a twelfth camp in 

 eastern Chad for refugees from Darfur to ease overcrowding in some of the  

 other sites. Since the conflict that has engulfed the region began in      

 early 2003, some 200,000 Sudanese have fled over the border to Chad.       

 A first group of some 100 Sudanese refugees left their temporary homes     

 near the border on six UNHCR trucks bound for the new Gaga camp, located   

 about 60 kilometres from eastern Chad’s main city of Abeche.               

 The refugees had been living near the border for the past few months,      

 initially declining UNHCR’s offer to move them to another camp as they     

 preferred to stay, and hoped to return soon to Darfur, in western Sudan.   

 Some of them occasionally crossed the border back to Darfur to check on    

 the land, property and animals they had left behind after fleeing attacks  

 by armed militia last year. Others said the wanted to move from the area   

 because they felt exposed to possible attacks.                             

 In other news, the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) reported by bandits in      

 North Darfur two incidents where commercially hired UN trucks were looted. 

 An international NGO staff member and vehicle were detained and released   

 two days later.                                                            

 * * *                                                                      

 UN OBSERVES WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY                                        

 With last year’s toll of journalists adding up to 56 killed, 19 missing    

 and 124 jailed, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today marked   

 World Press Freedom Day by paying tribute “to those who have fallen victim 

 to their calling.”                                                         

 “We salute the courage and dedication of journalists struggling against    

 risk and outright brutality to exercise their right to seek and tell the   

 truth. And we remind governments especially that the right to ‘seek,       

 receive and impart information and ideas through any media’ is enshrined   

 in article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” he said.                                                                             

                                                                            “Censorship, the suppression of information, intimidation and interference 

 are a denial of democracy, an obstacle to development, and a threat to the 

 security of all,” he added.                                                

 He noted that the UN was focusing on “hate media,” using as the most       

 recent examples radio in Rwanda and Côte d’Ivoire, where, as in other      

 places, “the world has seen fanatical groups fill radio airwaves and       

 television screens with incendiary messages designed to incite.”           

 The third seminar of the UN Department of Public Information’s (DPI) “     

 Unlearning Intolerance,” following seminars on anti-Semitism and           

 Islamophobia, was reflecting on how the media could protect themselves     

 “against fanning the flames of racism and xenophobia and, instead, promote 

 tolerance and understanding,” Mr. Annan said.                              

 Press freedom would continue to play a central role in enlarging liberty   

 for all and his recommendations, contained in the “In Larger Freedom”      

 report on reforming and revitalizing the UN system, called for bold        

 decisions by world leaders at their summit in September at UN Headquarters 

 in New York, he said.                                                      

 The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), whose   

 mandate is to promote the free flow of ideas, was observing the Day in     

 Dakar, Senegal, with a conference looking at the media’s role in promoting 

 good governance, freedom of information, human rights and good             

 journalistic ethics.                                                       

 “UNESCO has decided to pay tribute to this critical role played by the     

 media in promoting democracy and good governance by choosing ‘Media and    

 Good Governance’ as the key theme for this year’s celebration,” UNESCO     

 Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said.                                   

 “Accurate and professional reporting is often the only recourse that       

 society has to combat corruption,” he said. “Journalists need the support  

 of the larger society to eliminate hindrances to accurate reporting.       

 Furthermore, pledges to increase transparency and accountability in public 

 administration must be backed up with laws granting full access to areas   

 of information in the public interest.”                                                                                                               

 Such a legal framework permits independent and pluralistic media to        

 flourish and is a pre-condition of good governance, he said.               

 In addition to journalists killed for exposing secrets about corruption    

 and abuses of power, many receive death threats, and some are held hostage 

 or tortured for doing their work, he said.                                 

 “These acts are unconscionable not only because they violate the human     

 rights of individuals but also because they poison the well-spring of good 

 governance and democracy, namely, the flow of accurate and reliable        

 information,” said Mr. Matsuura, who has issued a series of denunciations  

 of violence against reporters.                                             

 The UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize of $25,000 was won by  

 Cheng Yizhong, the former editor of the Nanfang Dushi Bao (Southern        

 Metropolis Daily). He was imprisoned for five months and has been barred   

 from resuming his work after he published articles disclosing the 2003     

 SARS epidemic and death in a Guangzhou police station.                     

 As part of the observance of World Press Freedom Day, DPI released a list  

 of 10 stories that have not been adequately covered, about half of them    

 concerning or including African issues.                                    

 * * *                                                                      

 UN TRANSFERS REFUGEES TO NEW SITES AWAY FROM CONGESTED RWANDA-DR OF CONGO BORDER                                                                     

 The United Nations refugee agency has begun transferring thousands of      

 Congolese away from camp sites along the border between the Democratic     

 Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Rwanda for safety reasons and to free up   

 space for new arrivals in the transit centres.                             

 More than 900 Congolese refugees from North Kivu have arrived in recent    

 weeks, and still more are coming at an average rate of 50 per day, making  

 the transfer initiative even more pressing, a spokesperson for the UN High 

 Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Jennifer Pagonis, said in Geneva today. 

 The new arrivals say they left because of fighting, looting and pillaging  

 in their home areas.                                                                                                                              

 Some 7,500 Congolese refugees have been staying at transit centres in      

 Gisenyi and Cyangugu provinces which were originally set up for Rwandan    

 refugees returning home from the DRC. “We are transferring them to         

 Nyabiheke camp, in Byumba province, an eight-hour journey by road from the 

 border, for reasons of security, as well as to free up capacity in the     

 transit centres for new arrivals and for returning Rwandan refugees,” Ms.  

 Pagonis said.                                                              

 The first convoy last Friday brought 155 Congolese to the new site.        

 Another 412 refugees moved yesterday to Nyabiheke, and convoys will        

 continue three times a week. The transfers are taking place on trucks      

 provided by UNHCR. The refugees also receive food for the journey from the 

 UN World Food Programme (WFP).                                                                                                                     

 The agency hopes to transfer up to 4,000 Congolese refugees in the first   

 phase through 18 May, with more to follow as the Nyabiheke site is         

 expanded. The transit centres are also needed for the return of Rwandan    

 refugees from the DRC, more than 2,000 of whom have come back since the    

 beginning of the year.                                                                                                                        

 * * *                                                                      

 FLOODS PLAGUE HORN OF AFRICA, WASH AWAY REFUGEE SHELTERS – UN              

 Flooding continues to plague the Horn of Africa, with the number of dead   

 and missing in Ethiopia rising and heavy rains washing away shelter for    

 25,000 Somali refugees in Kenya.                                           

 According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), a 4-year-old   

 boy was killed and his three siblings injured when their shelter collapsed 

 in heavy rains that pounded north-eastern Kenya’s Dadaab refugee camp last 

 Thursday.                                                                  

 Most of the refugees’ shelters in Ifo – one of the three camps in Dadaab – 

 collapsed or were swept away by torrential rains on the same day. Ifo      

 hosts more than 53,000 refugees, mainly from neighbouring Somalia. There   

 are fears of an outbreak of water-borne diseases as large numbers of pit   

 latrines in the camp have also collapsed.                                  

Meanwhile, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (    

 OCHA) reported that the number of confirmed dead and missing in Ethiopia   

 continued to grow in the week since the Wabe Shebelle river burst its      

 banks and devastated crops, property, wells and roads.                     

 More than 100 people have been reported dead while many more remain        

 missing. OCHA said initial assessments confirmed about 21,000 households,  

 or over 100,000 people, have lost houses or property. Some areas have been 

 unable to report damage because of communications problems.                

 Although the emergency response has been largely hindered as roads leading 

 to the affected areas have either been washed away or are still under      

 water, UN agencies, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)    

 and a host of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) on the ground in the   

 affected areas immediately offered limited assistance to the victims that  

 could be reached.                                                          

 * * *                                                                      

 HEALTH ASPECT OF TSUNAMI DISASTER FOCUS OF UN CONFERENCE                   

 The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) is convening a meeting  

 of global policymakers this week in Thailand to identify key barriers and  

 lessons learned in the first days of the emergency response and in the     

 weeks of reconstruction following the devastating 26 December Indian Ocean 

 earthquake and tsunami.                                                    

 The three-day conference, which kicks off tomorrow in Phuket, one of the   

 resort areas hit by the giant waves, will ask tough questions about the    

 international community’s response to health and other aspects of the      

 disaster, which left an arc of devastation from Thailand to the Horn of    

 Africa, killing at least 270,000 people and injuring another 500,000.      

Parents lost their children, children were left orphaned and whole         

 communities were torn apart. Untold numbers were left homeless, often      

 without access to safe water or to shelter. Today, many people still live  

 with the mental and physical trauma caused by the disaster and its         

 aftermath.                                                                 

Although the international response to this disaster was unprecedented –   

 billions of dollars were raised around the world and international         

 agencies moved supplies and staff quickly to the region – the WHO-led      

 conference will ask whether more could have been done, more effectively    

 and efficiently.                                                           

 * * *                                                                      

 -------------------------------------                                                                                                                  

 For more details go to UN News Centre                                      

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

3 May 2005

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.  

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning approved its programme of work for the month of May.  Council members then heard a briefing on the latest developments in Côte d’Ivoire from Dmitry Titov, the Director of the Africa Division in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations.  The Security Council President, Ambassador Løj of Denmark, is scheduled to brief on the programme at 12:30, in just about 28 minutes, in room 226.

**Côte d’Ivoire
Turning to Côte d’Ivoire, the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire has reported that some 600 people have been staying at a church and the mayor’s office in the town of Duékoué, after fleeing their homes in the wake of inter-ethnic clashes.  Humanitarian workers travelled to the town today to assess the situation and verify the number of displaced persons.

The UN mission, which has reinforced its patrols in the area, yesterday organized an inter-ethnic reconciliation meeting, which was attended by traditional leaders from the different ethnic groups, local administrators, government authorities, as well as representatives of militia groups.  The participants agreed, among other things, that joint patrols would be increased, that the market would be reopened and public transport would resume.

The UN mission reported today that tensions had eased in the area, which was slowly returning to normal.  Meanwhile, the UN mission transported a Force nouvelles delegation to the capital, Yamoussoukro, today to attend a seminar on the disarmament process. 

**Sudan
Turning to Sudan, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, is in Nairobi, today where he is to meet with John Garang, the Chairman of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) to discuss the implementation of the comprehensive peace agreement and the deployment of UN peacekeepers. 

Meanwhile, the UN Mission in Khartoum report that the security situation in Darfur continues to be fluid.  In North Darfur, banditry activity has been prominent with two incidents where commercially hired UN trucks were looted.  An international NGO staff member and vehicle were detained and released two days later. 

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) and its NGO partners today opened the 12th camp in eastern Chad for refugees from Darfur to ease overcrowding in some of the existing camps in Chad.

**Togo
Turning to Togo, the outflow of refugees sparked by the ongoing political crisis in Togo is still rising, with 18,500 refugees now reported in neighbouring Benin and Ghana by the UNHCR.

**Sierra Leone Special Court
The Special Court for Sierra Leone has ordered the prosecution of five individuals for contempt of court, for allegedly revealing the identity of, and threatening, a protected witness.

The Court’s decision, taken last Friday, was announced today in Freetown.  The Court accuses one of the five individuals, Brima Samura, of revealing one witness’ name to two other people, who, in turn, said they would attack the witness’ house.  And we have a press release from the Court available upstairs.

**Secretary-General Remarks
The Secretary-General, this morning, congratulated the Women’s International Forum on its 30th anniversary, and he discussed the proposals he has made to reform the United Nations.  He told them that, four months before the September summit, it is natural to see Member States stake out their positions on UN reform.  But, he added, “We will not get very far if each advocates only its own interests.  There must be flexibility, and a willingness to respond to the needs of others.”  His remarks are available upstairs.

And in about an hour from now, the Secretary-General will meet with the Mayors for Peace, who I think you just heard from.  He will tell them that we must revitalize the long-term vision of a world free of nuclear weapons.  And we will have his remarks available, as well.

**AIDS
Turning to the issue of AIDS, in a report to the General Assembly, the Secretary-General says that despite encouraging signs that AIDS is beginning to be contained in a small but growing number of countries, the overall epidemic continues to expand.  He warns that much of the world risks falling short of the targets set forth in the 2001 Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS.

The report adds that, while political commitment to responding to AIDS has become significantly stronger since 2001, it remains inadequate in many countries in which the epidemic is emerging as a major problem.  The report is out on the racks and available to you.

**Polio
Tuning now to polio, you may have seen some media reports that polio has reached Indonesia.  The World Health Organization (WHO) has said that that virus may be traced back to a recent West African outbreak, which started when polio vaccination activity stopped in Nigeria.

WHO also says it needs to raise $50 million between now and the end of July to conduct polio vaccination campaigns for children in the so-called “polio virus reservoir countries”, such as Nigeria and India.  And an additional $200 million are required for next year's activities.  And we have more information available upstairs on that. 

**Malaria
Today marks the launch of the first-ever joint World Malaria Report by UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO).  It notes that more countries are turning to the most modern malaria medicines, and that more people are getting long-lasting insecticide-treated mosquito nets through innovative new programmes.

At the same time, however, the report finds that the disease still kills 1 million people every year, mostly in Africa.  And according to Ann Veneman, the new Executive Director of UNICEF, malaria takes more children’s lives in Africa than any other infectious disease —- three times as many as HIV/AIDS.  And we have a UNICEF/WHO release on that available upstairs.

**Ethiopia Floods
We also have upstairs information from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), an update on the continuing flooding in Ethiopia.

**Somalia
And out on the racks an exchange of letters between the Secretary-General and the Security Council President on the appointment of François Lonseny Fall of Guinea as the new Special Representative for Somalia.

**World Press Freedom
Today is World Press Freedom Day, and in a message to mark the occasion, the Secretary-General says that he salutes the courage and dedication of journalists struggling against risk and outright brutality to exercise their right to seek and tell the truth.  

Noting that, in 2004, nearly 60 journalists were killed in the line of duty, he reminds governments that the right to “seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media” is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.   

In a separate message, Mr. Koïchiro Matsuura, the Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), says that, without freedom of expression and a free media, “democracy cannot prevail and development remains unattainable”.  And we have copies of those statements upstairs.

**DPI Stories
Also today, linked to World Press Freedom Day, for the second year in a row, the Department of Public Information has released a list of ten stories that the UN feels the world should hear more about. 

The list, which was put out earlier today, includes the crippling child bearing disease fistula, the humanitarian crisis in Uganda and the new growth of infectious diseases in places where man has degraded and destroyed his environment, to cite just three. 

And a press release is available upstairs, and also on the web.

**Guests at Noon Tomorrow
Tomorrow we will have the often announced, but often delayed, briefing on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  François Dureau, the Chief of the situation Centre, and Margaret Carey, a Principal Officer in the Africa Division of DPKO, will be joining us at noon to brief on recent developments in the DRC.

And that’s it from me, any questions?

Yes, Nick?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Lebanon again.  Any update on that?  And do we have any specific calendar on the new UNDP head and when he will assume that title?

Associate Spokesman:  No update on Lebanon.  And on UNDP, I will check when he will be here and see if we can bring him down here to talk to you.  James?

Question:  Just on the statement you put out after the briefing on Friday on Maurice Strong.  You made the clarification to the question did Maurice Strong hire his daughter-in-law?  Actually, the clarification didn’t clarify that.  Can you clarify it for us here now?  Did Maurice Strong, was it Maurice Strong who hired Kristina Mayo to that job?  

Associate Spokesman:  As I said, we had discovered that his step-daughter, Kristina Mayor had been working for him in his capacity as Special Advisor.  She had not disclosed her relationship to Mr. Strong on the UN Personnel Form, which is a violation of UN rules.  She resigned on 21 April, I believe.  

I want to make clear, though, that Mr. Strong himself had not concealed that she was his step-daughter, and had indeed sought approval for the appointment.  We’re now examining why UN staffing policies and procedures were not followed in this particular case.

Question:  And did he get approval?

Associate Spokesman:  We’re examining exactly how this came about, that the UN had hired his daughter.

Question:  So, he told the person that he was seeking approval from that it was his step-daughter, is that correct?

Associate Spokesman:  That’s correct.  He had not concealed the fact that she was his step-daughter.

Question:  So, you don’t know who that person was yet?

Associate Spokesman:  No. there was obviously a problem and we’re trying to examine exactly why these staffing rules were not respected.  James?

Question:  I have another question.  I have read your list of ten most unreported stories.  I have a problem with no. 7 of them, the Granada one.  I was in Granada about three of four weeks ago.

It simply is not true that most of the country’s housing is in ruins.  I don’t know how reliable the other nine stories are; but no. 7 is incorrect.  And I notice that all the people cited as sources of that story aren’t in Granada.  I wonder why we’re getting disinformation like that.

Associate Spokesman:  Well, we’ll get some clarification for you from the Public Information Department on that.  Erwin?

Question:  I have a really dumb question on Kristina Mayo.

Associate Spokesman:  Please.

Question:  In your material you’ve spelled the name in two different ways:  with a ‘K’ and a ‘Ch’.

Associate Spokesman:  ‘K’.

Question:  It is Kristina, okay.

Associate Spokesman:  Thank you very much, and the...Aah, yes?

Question:  My name is Annie (sp).  Can you comment on Senator Norm Coleman’s recent speculation that there might be tips implicating the Secretary-General in the oil-for-food programme?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  I am not aware of that.

Thank you very much.
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Ban on toxic chemicals reviewed (� HYPERLINK  \l "_BBC:_Ban_on" ��BBC�)


Much-Maligned DDT Still Has Supporters (� HYPERLINK  \l "_HEALTH-LATIN_AMERICA:_Much-Maligned" ��Health - Latin America�)


Swiss invite "Dirty Dozen" to Geneva (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Swiss_Info:_Swiss" ��Swiss Info�)


UN-Konferenz zu «Dreckigem Dutzend» besonders giftiger Substanzen (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Chemie.de:_UN-Konferenz_zu" ��Chemie.de�)





IT alumnus gets US award (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Times_of" ��The Times of India�)


 UN ‘10 Stories the World Should Hear More About (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Scoop.co.nz:_UN:_‘10" ��Scoop.co.nz�)





STC-7 Promotes Broader Vision on Sustainable Tourism (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Prensa_Latine:_STC-7" ��Prensa Latina�)


UNEP Calls on Caribbean to Beef Up Environmental Protection (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Cuba_XP:_UNEP" ��Cuba XP�)





Winners of UNEP's Painting Competition Emerge (� HYPERLINK  \l "_This_Day_(Lagos):" ��This Day, Lagos�)


Aid and Assistance; Africa Stockpiles Program Funding Tops Us$60 Million (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Africa_News:_Aid" ��Africa News�)


Sidi El Moctar Cheiguer - Etre présents là où on parle environnement (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Le_Quotidien_Mutations" ��Le Quotidien Mutations, Yaoundé�)


Socialist was behind U.N. sea treaty (� HYPERLINK  \l "_WorldNetDaily:_Socialist_was" ��WorldNetDaily�)


�� 




















Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

