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Other Environment News
· GE doubles research on clean technology (The Guardian)
· Hawaii Congressman Proposes World's Largest Marine Refuge (Environment News Service)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  17 May  2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 17 May 2005
Environment News Service: Mayors to Mark Environment Day with Urban Green Pacts
SAN FRANCISCO, California, May 17, 2005 (ENS) - San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom will host mayors and urban planning experts from throughout the world next month for United Nations' World Environment Day. The urban leaders plan to exchange ideas and sign a slate of accords on environmental actions for cities. 

The signing of the agreements, collectively referred to as the Urban Environmental Accords – Green Cities Declaration, will be in the spotlight of the UN Environmental Programme's (UNEP) World Environment Day celebration, taking place from June 1 to 5. 

World Environment Day celebrations have been hosted by a different city since 1987. This is the first time the event takes place in the United States and commemorates the founding of the United Nations in San Francisco 60 years ago. 

The Urban Environmental Accords cover seven environmental categories that cities can use to enable sustainable urban living and improve the quality of life for city dwellers: energy, waste reduction, urban design, urban nature, transportation, environmental health and water. 

The Accords also set forth 21 practical actions cities can take to meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, or the health of the planet. 

With just over half of the world's people now living in cities, urban populations consume 75 percent of the world's natural resources and produce 75 percent of its waste, UNEP points out. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, "It is up to cities in the developed world to set an example in areas such as the efficient use of energy and water. And it is incumbent upon them to partner developing world cities so they do not take a short-term dirty development path, but a long-term sustainable one. 

"If this can be done, we can help realize the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015, and in doing so rid the world of poverty – the most toxic element of all," he added. 

Toepfer will be joined at the ceremony by California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, former U.S. Vice President Al Gore and mayors from some 60 cities. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Portaldelmedioambiente: Alcaldes de alrededor del mundo celebran el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente con acuerdos urbanos

[UNEP press release]

17 may  2005

Exactamente en cuatro semanas, los tres alcaldes – Carlos Alberto Richa de Curitiba, Ken Livingstone de Londres y Han Zheng de Shanghai – se reunirán con más de 60 representantes de diversas ciudades alrededor del mundo, con el objetivo de intercambiar ideas y firmar una serie de planes iniciales de acción ambiental para las ciudades.

Estos planes de acción, llamados colectivamente Acuerdos Urbanos Ambientales – Declaración de las Ciudades Verdes, incluyen siete categorías ambientales a las cuales las ciudades pueden hacer referencia, a fin de permitir una vida urbana sostenible y mejorar la calidad de vida para los habitantes de las ciudades: energía, reducción de desechos, diseño urbano, naturaleza urbana, transporte, salud ambiental y agua. Estas categorías constituyen el tema de este año del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente “¡Ciudades Verdes – Planear para el planeta!

Los Acuerdos presentan 21 acciones prácticas que las ciudades pueden tomar en cuenta para satisfacer las necesidades actuales sin comprometer la habilidad de generaciones futuras para cubrir sus propias necesidades o la salud del planeta.

Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), declaró: "Depende de las ciudades en el mundo desarrollado poner un ejemplo en áreas tales como el uso eficiente de la energía y el agua, y su tarea es acompañar y apoyar a las ciudades en desarrollo alrededor del mundo, de manera que éstas no tomen un camino de desarrollo “turbio” a corto plazo, sino uno sostenible y a largo plazo.

"Si esto es posible, podemos ayudar a alcanzar las Metas de Desarrollo del Milenio de las Naciones Unidas para 2015, y de la misma manera librar al mundo de la pobreza, el elemento más tóxico de todos".

En la actualidad, más de la mitad de la población mundial vive en ciudades. Las poblaciones urbanas consumen el 75% de los recursos naturales del mundo y generan el 75% de los desechos.

El alcalde de San Francisco, anfitrión del evento, Gavin Newsom, señaló que “los Acuerdos Urbanos Ambientales representan una respuesta innovadora al hecho de que ahora vivimos en un planeta urbano”. Y añadió: “Necesitamos desarrollar soluciones reales para los retos ambientales de las ciudades”.

Entre los asistentes al evento se encontrarán el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, el gobernador de California, Arnold Schwarzenegger, el ex Vicepresidente de Estados Unidos, Al Gore, así como los alcaldes de alrededor de 60 ciudades, incluyendo Kabul, Buenos Aires, Moscú, Dublín, Phnom Penh, Caracas, Yakarta y Estanbul (véase lista al final). 

Desde 1987, las celebraciones del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente del PNUMA han sido organizadas por una ciudad diferente. Esta es la primera ocasión en que el evento tiene lugar en Estados Unidos y es justo que sea San Francisco – el lugar de nacimiento de las Naciones Unidas hace 60 años – la ciudad sede de este año.

En este sentido, el director del Departamento de Medio Ambiente de San Francisco, Jared Blumenfeld, señaló que “los gobiernos municipales tienen el poder de diseñar el futuro del medio ambiente mundial”. Asimismo, declaró que “con la mayoría de la población mundial viviendo en las ciudades, las decisiones tomadas durante el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente tendrán un efecto de largo alcance.”

Además de la firma de los Acuerdos Urbanos Ambientales el 5 de junio, las celebraciones oficiales también incluyen una caminata titulada “La Paz y el Medio Ambiente en los Bosques Muir – las Naciones Unidas en 60”. Asimismo, se planean más de 200 actividades comunitarias durante el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente en el área de la bahía. Estas incluyen desde sugerencias orgánicas especiales en los menús de restaurantes locales hasta una demostración de arte realizado en material reciclado. De igual forma, se llevará a cabo una muestra de las Ciudades Verdes con puestos y exposiciones en Fort Mason del 3 al 5 de junio, en donde se presentarán los trabajos de los ganadores de este año del concurso de fotografía del PNUMA “Concéntrate en tu Mundo”.

El texto redactado de los Acuerdos puede encontrarse en la página de Internet del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente, http://www.wed2005.org, así como en http://www.urbanaccords.org.
____________________________________________________________________________

People's Daily Online: ADB to hold environment ministerial meeting of Greater Mekong Subregion in Shanghai

17 May 2005
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will hold an inaugural meeting of Mekong Environment Ministers in Shanghai, China, on May 25, said ADB in a news release on Tuesday. 

The meeting, which will be chaired by ADB vice-president Jin Liqun, will bring together about 80 senior environment officials from the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) countries -- Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam -- to discuss and evaluate achievements in environmental cooperation and discuss future directions in environment and natural resource management. 

The meeting is expected to finalize and endorse the implementation of the GMS Core Environment Program, a systematic and integrated program to sustain shared natural resources in the GMS, as well as the establishment of an Environment Operations Center, which will act as the secretariat for the program. 

It will also discuss the implementation of the GMS Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Initiative (BCI) to protect high value terrestrial biodiversity conservation landscapes. 

The BCI aims to help establish sustainable management regimes and restore ecological (habitat) connectivity and integrity within a selected set of important biodiversity areas. 

The meeting is expected to issue a joint statement by the ministers in support of sustainable management of natural resources and the environment. 

"The rapid economic growth being experienced by the Mekong countries will have implications on the environment, and we need to take collective action to manage the externalities in an effective manner," said Urooj Malik, a Director in ADB's Mekong Department. 

"ADB believes that with strong partnerships and political will,the GMS countries, together with other stakeholders, can meet the challenge of addressing the pressures on ecosystems, achieving sustainable use and conservation of natural resources," he added. Jin Liqun, Xie Zhenhua, chief of the State Environmental Protection Agency of China, and Shafquat Kakahel, deputy executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), will give keynote addresses during the meeting. 

The GMS Program began in 1992 as an ADB initiative to promote closer economic ties and cooperation among the countries sharing the Mekong River. 

Covering 2.3 million square kilometers, or the size of western Europe, the GMS is home to more than 250 million people. Its wealth of human and natural resources makes it a new frontier for economic growth in Asia, said ADB. _____________________________________________________________________________

East African Standard: Nairobi Dam project to receive Sh70 million
By a Correspondent

An ambitious Sh70 million project to transform the Nairobi Dam into a recreational and business centre will start next month.

The facility, once a popular spot in the 1950s and 1960s, is now a waste pond of filth deposited by the Mutoine River. 

A carpet of hyacinth conceals polythene bags and industrial waste picked from informal settlements and factories, replacing water sports like skiing, fishing, sailing/yatching and diving once practiced here.

The Nairobi Dam Trust Initiative (NDTI) co-ordinator Henry Ndede said they would start the rehabilitation with landscaping, harvesting the water hyacinth and constructing a drainage system.

"We are only waiting for the dry season to start harvesting the water hyacinth," said Ndede.

NDTI has received over Sh5 million cash and another Sh40 million in equipment from 20 companies.

Ndede said the first phase would lead to a second level, which will incorporate investors "who can develop amenities but at their own cost, and under a management structure." 

The dam was commissioned in 1953 as a reservoir for industrial, portable and emergency water supply. 

The rehabilitation of the dam complements the third phase of another four-year Sh380 million (Nairobi River Basin Programme (NRBP) that seeks to restore the riverine ecosystem with clean water for the capital city and a healthy environment for Nairobi residents.

The project’s kitty has so far Sh68 million. The Belgium government has contributed Sh48 million, Unep Sh17.4 million, while the Irish Trust has given Sh3.8 million. 

"We are still short of Sh380 million and are continuing with resource mobilisation," said Ndede.

Phase one and two of NRBP identified the kind, sources and extent to which pollution is affecting Nairobi rivers.

The pollution has led to loss of sustainable livelihoods for riparian communities, loss of biodiversity, reduced availability and access to safe, potable water and the increased effects of toxic substances and heavy metal poisoning.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Teleopolis: Wie sieht die Megacity des 21. Jahrhunderts aus?

Andreas Hagen 17.05.2005
In Berlin diskutierten Vertreter der Millionenstädte über die Zukunft der Metropolen

Vom 11. - 15. Mai 2005 fand der 8. Weltkongress (1) des Netzwerkes Metropolis - World Association of Major Metropolises (2) in Berlin statt. Die Organisation, in der mittlerweile über 80 Millionenstädte aus der ganzen Welt zusammengeschlossen sind, feiert dieses Jahr ihr 20. Jubiläum. Unter der Schirmherrschaft von Bundespräsident Horst Köhler diskutierten Hunderte Teilnehmer aus mehreren Dutzend Ländern die Probleme, vor denen Megacities, Agglomerationen mit mehr als 10 Millionen Einwohnern, als die am stärksten wachsenden Regionen der Welt stehen. Präsentiert wurden unter anderem die Ergebnisse von sechs Fachkommissionen, die drei Jahre lang Themen wie Stadtverwaltung und -management, Abfallmanagement, Mobilität, Wassermanagement, Armut und Umwelt sowie technische Unterstützung und Fortbildung bearbeiteten. Das Ziel von Metropolis, die Verbesserung der Lebensqualität von Bürgern in Millionenstädten, soll unter anderem durch die politische und fachliche Repräsentanz von Metropolen in internationalen Foren verwirklicht werden.

"Durch die ungebrochene Anziehungskraft der Urbanität muss sich auch die Entwicklungspolitik mehr den Städten zuwenden", so der Appell von Erich Stather, Staatssekretär im Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, zu Beginn der Veranstaltung. Bis zum Jahr 2030 wird es rund 500 Millionenstädte geben. Von den für das Jahr 2015 vorhergesagten 27 Megacities werden allein 18 auf dem asiatischen Kontinent liegen. Für UN-Generalsekretär Kofi Annan hat mit dem Eintritt ins 21. Jahrhundert das "Jahrtausend der Städte" begonnen, was die künftige Relevanz von urbanen Agglomerationen deutlich macht. 

Um die Probleme, die mit der städtischen Entwicklung zu tun haben, lösen zu können, ist Metropolis eng mit Initiativen wie der "Cities Alliance" verbunden, zu der Kommunalverwaltungen, die Weltbank, zahlreiche Nationale Regierungen und das Wohn- und Siedlungsprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (UN-Habitat) gehören, das auf dem diesjährigen Kongress durch ihre Exekutivdirektorin, Anna Tibaijuka, vertreten war. Das Hauptziel von Metropolis, die Bekämpfung der Armut in den Städten, fügt sich in die "Milleniums-Entwicklungsziele der Vereinten Nationen" ein, nach denen bis zum Jahr 2020 für 100 Millionen Menschen der Lebensstandard erheblich verbessert werden soll. 

Das Hochgeschwindigkeitswachstum der Megacities 

Europa hatte es bislang gut mit seinen Großstädten: Organisch über viele Jahrzehnte gewachsen, ist man im 19. und 20. Jahrhundert mit Infrastruktur und Hygieneproblemen relativ schnell fertig geworden. Das Wachstum konnte so gesteuert ablaufen, die Armut hielt sich im Vergleich in Grenzen. Ganz anders die urbanen Wachstumskerne von heute, die sich vor allem durch ihr rasantes und unkontrolliertes Wuchern von Berlin, London oder Paris unterscheiden. Ließ sich London für das Anwachsen von einer auf acht Millionen Bewohner immerhin 130 Jahre Zeit, benötigte Seoul, die heute drittgrößte Agglomeration der Welt, dazu nur 25 Jahre. Ob der Prozess des schnellen Wachstums überhaupt kontrolliert werden kann, ist auch in der Urbanitätsforschung umstritten. 

Täglich strömen zusätzlich 180 000 Menschen in die Großstädte dieser Welt hinein, deren Infrastrukturen für diese Kapazitäten überhaupt nicht ausgelegt sind. Ein aktuelles Beispiel dafür ist Antananarivo, deren Bürgermeister Patrick Ramiaramanana den Metropolis Award 2005 für die Rekultivierung eines Slumviertels in der Hauptstadt Madagaskars entgegennehmen konnte. Die Infrastruktur dieser Stadt wurde seiner Zeit für 350.000 Menschen ausgelegt, muss aber schon heute mehr als 1,2 Millionen Einwohner verkraften, und ein Ende des Zustromes ist nicht abzusehen. "Wir stehen erst am Anfang der Problemlösungskette, nicht am Ende", so Ramiaramanana bei der Verleihungszeremonie. 

Krebsgeschwüre oder Chance? Die zwei Gesichter der Mega-Metropolen 

Vor allem in den Boomtowns von Asien und Südamerika hat das Wachstum zwei Gesichter. Unwiderstehlich werden die Menschen mit der Hoffnung auf bessere Arbeitschancen, größeren Wohlstand und eine bessere Lebensqualität von den kulturellen und wirtschaftlichen Zentren, eben den Megacities, angezogen. Dass auf diese Hoffnungen schnell die Ernüchterung folgt, hat auch mit den sich verändernden Rahmenbedingungen zu tun. Noch vor einigen Jahren kamen die meisten Menschen mit einem Arbeitsvertrag in der Tasche. Sie hatten so ihr Auskommen und wenigstens den Ansatz einer Chance, berichtet Joan Clos, Präsident von Metropolis. Heute aber strömen ganze Heere von Arbeitssuchenden in die Ballungszentren und stranden nicht selten in den Slums in einer noch schlimmeren Lage als zuvor. 

In Mumbai (deutsch: Bombay, um die 20 Millionen Einwohner) ducken sich die Slumgebiete nicht mehr nur an den Stadtrand, sondern erstrecken sich über große Teile des Stadtgebietes, und auf den Bürgersteigen gegenüber den Glaspalästen bauen sich die Ärmsten der Armen ihre Hütten. Eine andere Seite ist die ökonomische Bilanz der Städte: In Asien werden 80 Prozent des Wirtschaftswachstums von Stadtregionen erbracht und so manches nationale Bruttosozialprodukt hängt zum Großteil an einer einzigen Metropole, was weltweit für mehr als die Hälfte der gesamten Wirtschaftskraft zutrifft. Sao Paulo (Brasilien), im Jahr 1900 ganze 100.000 Einwohner groß, gilt heute mit annähernd 20 Millionen Bewohnern als der größte Binnenmarkt der südlichen Hemisphäre. Die Rolle der Städte als Zentrum von Kulturen hat sich dagegen gewandelt: Heute prägt nicht mehr zwangläufig die Kultur eines Landes die Stadt, sondern umgekehrt, die Megacities tragen eine internationale Multikulturalität in sich, die etwas Einzigartiges darstellt, gleichzeitig aber nicht ohne Probleme ist. 

Strategien gegen den Kollaps der Monsterstädte 

Wie kann man die schwierige Situation der Megacities in den Griff bekommen? Einer der klassischen Ansätze in der Stadtentwicklung, die Infrastrukturfinanzierung, wird heute von Experten als überdenkenswert erachtet. Aus dem Sachverhalt, dass die Stadt der wirtschaftliche Motor einer Region ist, zu schließen, dass "je größer desto besser" ist, wird heute mehr in Zweifel gezogen, als weiter verfolgt. Jahrzehntelang wurde nach dieser Prämisse Raumplanung gestaltet, die sich daraus entwickelnden Probleme aber erst sehr spät erkannt. 

"Die letzten Jahre auf die Karte Megacities zu setzen war falsch", so Michael A. Cohen, Professor an der New School University in New York. Manche Ballungszentren wie Mexico-Stadt mit über 22 Millionen Menschen wachsen heute überhaupt nicht mehr. Statt auf die Kräfte der "Zentralen der Zivilisation" zu setzen, sollte man lieber eine Strategie der Dezentralisierung einschlagen. Dies nicht zuletzt, weil gerade die mittelgroßen Städte ein oft stärkeres Wachstum haben als die größten. Deshalb ziehen viele Menschen, bevor sie sich in eine Megacity begeben, heute eine kleinere vor. Werden die politischen und finanziellen Strukturen dezentralisiert, wäre dies auch ein großer Schritt zur Förderung der Demokratie. 

Oftmals sind die Städte in ihren Handlungsmöglichkeiten durch die finanzielle Abhängigkeit von einer Zentralregierung gehemmt. Um die Slums zu bekämpfen, die Stadt und die Stadtteile "in Funktion" zu setzen, wie es Klaus Töpfer, Exekutivdirektor des UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) ausdrückte, sei eine größere finanzielle Autonomie unerlässlich. Mit der gleichen Energie müssten die betroffenen Menschen endlich in den Entscheidungsprozess mit einbezogen werden. Zu oft haben Politik und Institutionen bislang Kopfgeburten hervorgebracht, weit entfernt von den wirklichen Bedürfnissen, genauso wie die Wissenschaft sich zu lange mit einzelnen Aspekten beschäftigt habe und nun zu einer Interdisziplinarität gelangen müsse, um wirkliche Lösungen anbieten zu können. 

Neue globale Herausforderungen für Wissenschaft und Institutionen 

Die bessere und intensivere Zusammenarbeit mit den eigentlich Betroffenen gilt als die wichtigste Erkenntnis der letzten Jahre. Institutionen wie die Weltbank haben diese Probleme zu lange ignoriert. "Die Bank hatte ein Lernproblem", zitierte Professor Cohen den scheidenden Weltbankchef James Wolfensohn und schloss sich dieser Aussage selbstkritisch an. Cohen, der von 1972-99 bei der Weltbank Spezialist für Stadtentwicklung war, mahnte die bessere Zusammenarbeit von globaler und regionaler Ebene an, ja bezeichnete viele makroökonomische Strategien sogar als kontraproduktiv für die eingeleiteten Städteprojekte. 

Die Forscher vor Ort, die Bevölkerung, sowie die lokal Verantwortlichen zusammen zu bringen, ist eine unabdingbare Vorrausetzung zum Gelingen und eine der größten intellektuellen Herausforderungen. Es sei nötig, die praktischen Erfahrungen vor Ort in die ursprüngliche Theorie des Lösungsansatzes einzubringen: "Von der Theorie zur Praxis und zurück", lautete sein Beitrag zum Workshop "Megacities of Tomorrow: Research for Sustainable Development". Die neue Zusammenarbeit mit den Bürgern müsse auch für die Theoretiker in der Forschung in einen Lernprozess münden. 

Die größten geplanten Forschungsprojekte, die zum Thema in Deutschland angesiedelt sind, stammen von der Helmholtz-Gemeinschaft ("Risk Habitat Megacity") sowie der Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft DFG ("Megacities - Megachallange: Informal Dynamics of Global Chance"), und wurden von Prof. Dr. Eckard Ehlers, vom Geographischen Institut der Universität Bonn, vorgestellt. Auch er forderte eine neue akademische Kultur in Deutschland, die allerdings "erst wieder lernen müsse, interdisziplinär zu denken". "Es muss eine neue Dialogkultur zwischen Gesellschaften und unterschiedlichen gewachsenen Kulturen geben." So sei es nicht nur eine intellektuelle Herausforderung eine verständliche Kommunikation mit den Betroffenen zustande zu bringen, die dadurch entstehende Rückkopplungsschleife könne auch als Instrument gegen das Abkoppeln der jeweiligen Projekte vom betroffenen Menschen genutzt werden. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Le Toit du Monde: Inuit contre Goliath

Le monde peut nous dire tout ce que nous voulons savoir. Le seul problème, c’est que le monde n’est pas doté de voix... Toutefois, les indicateurs du monde sont là, et ils nous parlent toujours ! 

Une bonne résolution 
En février 2003, le Conseil d’administration des programmes des Nations Unies pour l’environnement (PNUE) a adopté la résolution 22/11, intitulée Le développement durable dans l’Arctique. Cette résolution a souligné « l’accroissement de l’importance de l’Arctique dans un contexte d’environnement planétaire mondial » et elle a focalisé l’attention sur les peuples autochtones. En outre, elle demandait à son directeur administratif « d’évaluer continuellement la situation et de divulguer rapidement les nouveaux enjeux concernant le milieu arctique, notamment son impact sur l’environnement global ». 

Cette résolution est révélatrice d’une meilleure compréhension, de la part des scientifiques et des décideurs, quant aux incidences mondiales du changement climatique causé par l’homme et qui peuvent être d’abord constatées et ressenties dans l’Arctique, puisque cette région est un « baromètre » de l’écosalubrité de la planète. Les Inuits ajouteraient qu’ils sont le mercure de ce baromètre. L’intérêt (bienvenu) du PNUE pour l’Arctique résulte de la conclusion formulée en 2001 par le Groupe d’experts intergouvernemental sur l’évolution du climat (GIEC). 

On s’attend à ce que le changement climatique dans les régions polaires soit l’un des plus grands et des plus rapides de toutes les régions de la Terre, et il aura des incidences majeures sur le plan physique, écologique, sociologique et économique, surtout dans l’Arctique de même que dans la péninsule et l’océan antarctiques. 

Cette prise de conscience internationale correspond aux observations formulées par les aînés et les chasseurs inuits depuis 15 ou 30 ans. Les connaissances environnementales traditionnelles (CET) des Inuits permettent aux aînés et aux chasseurs de remarquer le moment où surviennent des changements notables dans le milieu arctique. Ceci explique le fait qu’ils soient capables de signaler rapidement et systématiquement les modifications du climat polaire ainsi que leurs répercussions sur la flore et la faune. 

Réchauffement de la planète et de l’Arctique 
Presque tous sont à présent convaincus que la planète connaît actuellement un réchauffement, mais aussi que le réchauffement des 50 dernières années est attribuable aux activités humaines. Depuis le début de la révolution industrielle, la température moyenne mondiale s’est élevée d’à peu près 0,6°C. Selon les prévisions du GIEC, l’émission continuelle de gaz carbonique et d’autres gaz à effet de serre (GES) dans l’atmosphère engendrera des changements climatiques importants et constants, incluant une hausse de la température moyenne mondiale de 1,4 à 5,8°C au cours du XXIe siècle. Pour l’Arctique, l’indice du réchauffement projeté est d’au moins le double. 

Les raisons du réchauffement amplifié dans l’Arctique sont simples. Premièrement, lors de la fonte de la neige et de la glace, les parcelles de sol et les eaux plus sombres qui se découvrent absorbent plus d’énergie solaire qu’elles n’en réfléchissent. Deuxièmement, l’énergie absorbée contribue beaucoup plus au réchauffement qu’à l’évaporation (par exemple, dans la forêt tropicale humide). Troisièmement, l’Arctique a moins d’atmosphère à réchauffer et les couches proches de la Terre se réchauffent plus rapidement. Quatrièmement, avec le retrait de la glace de mer, la chaleur solaire absorbée par les eaux océaniques en été se transfère plus facilement dans l’atmosphère en hiver. 

Ces raisons d’ordre physique expliquent le réchauffement plus rapide de l’Arctique, mais elles n’expliquent pas la vulnérabilité particulière de cette région aux changements climatiques résultant du réchauffement. 

L’écosystème arctique dont les Inuits font partie depuis des millénaires ne laisse pas beaucoup de marge d’erreur. L’Arctique connaît une courte saison de végétation, et de violentes tempêtes peuvent y déferler toute l’année. En été, une tempête soudaine (pluie, neige ou verglas) peut même détruire des populations, animale ou végétale, entières. Le savoir empirique de plusieurs générations a toujours permis, et permet encore, de vivre confortablement « sur cette terre ». 

Cependant, les incidences du réchauffement de la planète ne trouvent pas l’Arctique dans son état originel – l’environnement, tout comme la société inuite, sont vulnérables en raison des conséquences de l’industrialisation mondiale. Le milieu arctique et les animaux que les Inuits chassent depuis toujours sont aujourd’hui empoisonnés par les polluants organiques persistants (POP) venus de loin. Une étude sur le Grand Nord russe, publiée récemment par le Conseil de l’Arctique2 souligne que les taux dangereusement élevés de POP dans le sang des Inuits de Chukotka sont identiques à ceux que l’on trouve chez les Inuits du Nunavik et d’autres régions côtières de l’Arctique. 

Le changement climatique doit également être considéré dans le contexte de la difficile période de post-colonisation et de modernisation que traversent finalement les Inuits. Des changements tumultueux ont bouleversé leur société. Les jeunes Inuits ont souvent adopté des comportements autodestructeurs et antisociaux dont les indicateurs sont les plus significatifs en Amérique du Nord. 

Sheila Watt-Cloutier, présidente de la Conférence circumpolaire inuite (CCI), résume les incidences du changement climatique sur les Inuits pris dans ce contexte : 

« Les changements climatiques vont nous priver de ce dont nous avons le plus besoin, au moment où nous en avons le plus besoin – le savoir de la terre et la chasse, c’est le moyen pour nos jeunes de trouver maintenant leur voie dans cette sagesse essentielle à la survie. Enlevez-nous la chasse et la terre et je ne peux que m’inquiéter pour les générations futures ». 

L’Évaluation de l’impact des changements climatiques dans l’Arctique (ACIA)3 
Tout en sachant que le climat changeait et en s’inquiétant des conséquences de ces changements, les Inuits ne pouvaient prévoir ce que l’avenir leur réserverait. Dès que les préoccupations relatives au climat et au milieu arctiques ont attiré l’attention des décideurs, le Conseil de l’Arctique a pris des mesures énergiques et a lancé, en 2000, un programme d’évaluation globale des incidences régionales du climat. 

L’Évaluation de l’impact des changements climatiques dans l’Arctique (ACIA), dont le secrétariat était basé à l’Université de l’Alaska à Fairbanks et dont la présidence était assurée par Bob Corell de l’Université de Harvard et de l’Institut météorologique mondial, a été effectuée par plus de 300 scientifiques de 15 pays, incluant la participation active de six « collaborateurs permanents » du Conseil – organismes régionaux autochtones, y compris la Conférence circumpolaire inuite. 

Le rapport de l’ACIA, officiellement publié en novembre 2004, partageait la conviction des CET inuites que les changements climatiques dans l’Arctique sont bien avancés. L’ACIA concluait aussi que l’intensité du réchauffement augmentera. Elle prévoit des changements environnementaux importants qui auront des incidences profondes sur les plans social, économique et culturel. 

Principales conclusions de l’ACIA 
À partir des scénarios modérés (et non les pires) sur l’évolution du réchauffement de la planète au cours des 100 prochaines années, cinq modèles informatisés ont été élaborés dans le but de prévoir les incidences futures du réchauffement de la planète sur l’Arctique. La recherche n’a pas été entreprise par des organismes de pression agissant dans un but intéressé, mais par cinq organismes scientifiques indépendants. Essentiellement, ils ont tous convenu que l’Arctique continuera de se réchauffer au moins deux fois plus vite que l’ensemble de la Terre. À la fin du siècle, la température de l’Arctique sera de 4° à 7° Celsius plus élevée. Un certain nombre de phénomènes inévitables découleront de ce réchauffement accéléré. Selon les prévisions de ce vaste consensus scientifique qu’est l’ACIA, l’avenir de l’Arctique semble peu encourageant. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Business Standard (India): Traditional knowledge

Business Standard / New Delhi May 18, 2005

The reported willingness of the European Patent Office (EPO) to not allow granting of patents for traditional knowledge and to products derived from it, should come as a great relief to India. The traditional Indian products used routinely in indigenous and other medical systems are under threat of being patented abroad. 

In fact, many have already been patented in the US and other countries, requiring India to fight sundry court battles. The EPO, after the formal accord, will start sifting through the digital database on Indian products based on traditional knowledge, before approving patent applications. 

This database, comprising over a lakh of conventional medicines and other products, is being compiled by organisations under the science and technology ministry.

The EPO move provides protection to Indian traditional knowledge only in its member countries and not elsewhere.

Besides, this bilateral agreement is of little use to other developing countries that have large repositories of traditional knowledge.

The real need, therefore, is for wide-ranging and globally applicable protection to traditional knowledge. This has not been forthcoming, and such efforts as have been made have been episodic and inadequate. 

Some protection to traditional knowledge and its products is available under international accords like the Convention on Biological Diversity (BBD), which provides for sharing benefits from the use of traditional knowledge with the owners of such knowledge, and under the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), which provides for sui generic arrangements in different countries for this purpose. 

India and many other developing countries have opted for sui generis legislation but the provisions are confined primarily to plant varieties and medicinal products. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has also issued guidelines for the protection of traditional knowledge but these are related mainly to ecological aspects. 

What needs to be realised is that the issue goes beyond the domain of intellectual property protection as defined under the agreement on trade-related intellectual property rights (TRIPs), which has no specific provisions on traditional knowledge. 


It was for this reason that the Doha Declaration of 2001 had instructed the TRIPs Council to examine the issue of protection to traditional knowledge and folklore. 

However, not much headway seems to have been made here. Under the circumstances, the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) may be the right body to deal with this subject. 

The nature of the issue being such, no single template or one-size-fits-all solution may be possible since it will not be compatible with diverse national priorities and legal regimes. 

But some kind of a globally accepted set of common objectives and core principles that could form part of the international legal framework should be drawn up. And the sooner it is done, the better it would be.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiji Times: Partners achieve milestone

May 17, 2005 Tuesday

 
PARTNERS in Community Development achieved another milestone when it won first place in the South Pacific Stock Exchange-organised annual report 2003 category early this month.

PCDF's executive director Alisi Daurewa said it was the first time for them to enter the competition. 

"When we produced our annual report we made sure an audited account of our financial records by our external auditor was included. PCDF receives support from various donors to implement its projects and because good governance is a crosscutting issue for our programme. It is important we do as we say by practising principles of good governance such as transparency and accountability as an organisation. Otherwise how else can we explain ourselves?"

Since its work in Cuvu tikina (district) in Nadroga in 2002, Mrs Daurewa said PCDF had received international recognition.

It was chosen as a model site for Melanesia in the Pacific by the United Nations Environment.

In 2003 its Coral Gardens project site in Cuvu was one of three sites that won the Equator Initiative Award in the United Nations Sustainable Development on Eradication of Poverty in Johannesburg.

Later that year the British Broadcasting Commission Television showed a documentary and broadcasted PCDF's coral garden projects in Cuvu.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

The Guardian: GE doubles research on clean technology 
10 May  2005
 
General Electric, the world's largest company by market value, said yesterday that it would double its research budget on environmentally friendly technologies, including wind and solar power, and water processing. 
The company is betting that tighter environmental regulations and the rising cost of energy will create a lucrative market. 

It also plans to invest in a hybrid diesel-electric locomotive; cleaner coal-fired power plants; lower emission aircraft engines and agricultural silicone, which reduces the amount of water and pesticides needed for spraying fields. 

Article continues
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The Bush administration, looking to reduce American dependence on overseas oil, is pressing for new coal-fired plants. 

Jeffrey Immelt, GE's chief executive, said the conglomerate planned to double its research budget to $1.5bn (£800m) a year, with the aim of producing $20bn a year in sales of environmentally cleaner products by 2010. That is twice current levels and 20% of the company's total industrial sales. 

The push is part of a programme launched by the company yesterday called "ecomagination", which was accompanied by an advertising blitz. GE has also set fresh targets for its own facilities. It said it aimed to cut its greenhouse gas emissions by 1% by 2012 and improve energy efficiency by 30% by 2008. 

GE in the past has found itself in trouble with environmentalists. Two plants discharged 590 tonnes of polychlorinated biphenyls into the Hudson River in New York State before the substance was banned in 1977. PCBs cause health problems including cancer. It is still in discussions with the Environmental Protection Agency about the best way to clean the river. 

· Duke Energy said yesterday that it had agreed to buy the smaller power company Cinergy for about $9bn (£4.7bn) to boost its presence in the midwest and revive its struggling wholesale power business. Cinergy's coal-fired plants complement Duke's gas-fired plants in the midwest

_____________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Hawaii Congressman Proposes World's Largest Marine Refuge
WASHINGTON, DC, May 17, 2005 (ENS) - Congressman Ed Case, a Hawaii Democrat, Monday introduced legislation that would create "the largest marine protected area in our world" in the waters of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. 

The area Case wishes to protect stretches across 1,200 miles of the Pacific Ocean from Nihoa Island to Kure Atoll, an area larger than Australia's Great Barrier Reef, currently the world's largest protected area. 

"This initiative will provide the highest possible level of federal protection to an incredibly special area of U.S. waters that is home to 70 percent of our nation's coral reefs and some 7,000 species-up to half of them endemic to the area and found nowhere else on Earth," said Case, whose congressional district includes the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. 

"My proposal, the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands National Marine Refuge Act of 2005, would cover 137,000 square miles of our country's reefs, banks, seamounts and oceans, eclipsing Australia's Great Barrier Reef Marine Protected Area of 125,000 square miles," Case said. 

"Virtually all activities in the Refuge, generally from land to 50 miles out to sea, would be by permit only. Permitted activities would include scientific research, but would prohibit commercial fishing and other extractive practices except in very narrow circumstances. Existing commercial fishing permit holders would be bought out at fair value." 

Case's bill would assign management of the new refuge, the first of its kind in the country, to a new Office of National Marine Sanctuaries and Refuges within the current managing entity, the U.S. Commerce Department's National Ocean Service. 

The Office would manage the Refuge in cooperation with the State of Hawaii, and in consultation with an advisory council including representatives from the State of Hawaii and the Native Hawaiian, scientific and marine conservation communities. 

"It is vital to note that this bill is grounded solidly in the cultural heritage and traditions of the indigenous peoples of Hawaii, our Native Hawaiians," said Case, who specifically cited the work of Kahea: the Hawaiian Environmental Alliance, among other environmental and Native Hawaiian advocacy groups. The bill provides for the continued traditional use of the refuge by Native Hawaiians for religious, cultural and sustenance purposes. 

Case said the highest protection of the entire area is necessary because of growing threats posed by invasive species, marine debris, fishing and other human occupancy and extractive uses. 

But beyond these basic threats, Case said that there "should be some special places in our marine world which are in fact true reserves: truly off-limits, where our marine species can live and thrive in their natural state, without the invasive, extractive hand of humankind. The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands is this place." 

The proposed legislation is in addition to the ongoing process to designate a slightly smaller area as a the nation's 14th national marine sanctuary. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has taken public comment and has been drafting an environmental impact statement due out this summer as part of the process. 

In addition, the state of Hawaii's Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) Friday proposed full protection for all state waters within the area. 

Case praised the DLNR's action to establish the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine Refuge in state waters, generally extending three miles out from land. "This bill would now complete the penumbra of protection for this incredible resource and truly discharge our responsibility of stewardship," he said. 

____________________________________________________________________________

ROAP MEDIA UPDATE – 18 May 2005

UN or UNEP in the news


Traditional knowledge

Business Standard, India, Business Standard / New Delhi May 18, 2005

The reported willingness of the European Patent Office (EPO) to not allow granting of patents for traditional knowledge and to products derived from it, should come as a great relief to India.
.
… India and many other developing countries have opted for sui generis legislation but the provisions are confined primarily to plant varieties and medicinal products.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has also issued guidelines for the protection of traditional knowledge but these are related mainly to ecological aspects.
http://www.business-standard.com/common/storypage.php?storyflag=y&leftnm=lmnu5&leftindx=5&lselect=1&chklogin=N&autono=189160 

ADB to hold environment ministerial meeting of Greater Mekong Subregion in Shanghai
People's Daily Online, China, 17 May 2005 - The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will hold an inaugural meeting of Mekong Environment Ministers in Shanghai, China, on May 25, said ADB in a news release on Tuesday. 
The meeting, which will be chaired by ADB vice-president Jin Liqun, will bring together about 80 senior environment officials from the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) countries -- Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam -- to discuss and evaluate achievements in environmental cooperation and discuss future directions in environment and natural resource management. 
…"The rapid economic growth being experienced by the Mekong countries will have implications on the environment, and we need to take collective action to manage the externalities in an effective manner," said Urooj Malik, a Director in ADB's Mekong Department. 
"ADB believes that with strong partnerships and political will,the GMS countries, together with other stakeholders, can meet the challenge of addressing the pressures on ecosystems, achieving sustainable use and conservation of natural resources," he added. Jin Liqun, Xie Zhenhua, chief of the State Environmental Protection Agency of China, and Shafquat Kakahel, deputy executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), will give keynote addresses during the meeting. 
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/17/eng20050517_185480.html  

Australian Red Cross to clean up Maldives
ABC Online, Australia, PM - Tuesday, 17 May , 2005  - Reporter: Mark Colvin -  Two hundred and ninety thousand cubic metres of waste. That's an awful lot of rubbish. But that's the scale of the problem the Maldives face four-and-a-half months after the tsunami.
Now the Australian Red Cross has signed an agreement with the Maldives Government to clear away tsunami debris and waste on 70 islands in the Indian Ocean.
… According to the UN Environment Programme, it's an estimated 290,000 cubic metres of waste. And essentially these are small island and remote communities that need lots of help with that clean-up.
So Australian Red Cross in partnership with the Canadian Red Cross and the Government of the Maldives is coming to implement this very significant project, which I also think has some long-term implications and advantages for the Maldives, in their longer-term waste management processes.
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2005/s1370863.htm 

Partners achieve milestone
Fiji Times, 17 May 2005 - PARTNERS in Community Development achieved another milestone when it won first place in the South Pacific Stock Exchange-organised annual report 2003 category early this month.
…"When we produced our annual report we made sure an audited account of our financial records by our external auditor was included. PCDF receives support from various donors to implement its projects and because good governance is a crosscutting issue for our programme. It is important we do as we say by practising principles of good governance such as transparency and accountability as an organisation. Otherwise how else can we explain ourselves?"
…It was chosen as a model site for Melanesia in the Pacific by the United Nations Environment.
http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=21448#top 

UN Stresses Education in Sustainable Development
Xinhua News Agency May 13, 2005 - The UN definition of sustainable development has extended from environmental protection to various aspects of human life, and education should play a larger role in achieving sustainable development. 
Experts made the remarks at the UN Symposium on Integrated Implementation of Sustainable Development Goals held in east China's Jiangxi Province. The three-day symposium ended Thursday.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), will put education at the top of the agenda in the coming decade after the United Nations launches a ten-year education development plan on March 1 this year, said Yasuyuki Aoshima, director and representative of the UNESCO Office in Beijing. 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/environment/128710.htm 

_____________________________________________________________________________

ROA Media Update 18 May 2005

UN in the news

UN to Review Effectiveness of Global Accord on Forests

This Day (Lagos): The United Nations panel coordinating global forestry issues will meet this week in New York to review the status of a five-year-old international accord to promote management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of forests and to strengthen long-term political commitment to this end. The UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) will review the effectiveness of the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) and deliberate on next steps at its fifth session, which began yesterday and would run through to May 27. The forum was established in 2000 and is the IAF's convening body. More than 300 government officials, including 40 ministers responsible for forests were expected to attend the meeting.  The meeting's guiding document is Secretary-General Kofi Annan's latest report, which reveals that despite substantial progress in the formulation and implementation of national forest policies, deforestation and forest degradation continue at an alarming rate. He stresses the critical role of forests in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), noting that close to 1.6 billion people depend to varying degrees on forests for their livelihoods. "The alarming rate of deforestation continues to warrant international attention and there is a need to renew the pledge to combat deforestation and restore forest functions (such as production, protection and conservation) at the landscape level, by rehabilitating degraded lands with, inter alia, forest plantations, and to improve the livelihoods of poor people living in and around forests worldwide as a priority," the report says.  2004 Nobel Laureate and lifelong forest activist Wangari Maathai is set to address the forum on the future of the IAF today.  Another highlight of the session will be a two-day high-level ministerial segment and policy dialogue with heads of international organizations. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505171302.html
General Environment News

Panners Spill Cyanide, Mercury into Dam

The Herald (Harare): SCORES of villagers and farmers staying around Mutevekwi Dam in Shurugwi have stopped drawing water from the dam after gold panners spilled cyanide and mercury into it. Cyanide is a deadly chemical used to purify gold and can kill people and livestock within hours of drinking contaminated water. The dam, which was a source of livelihood to more than 40 farmers and more than 20 families, is now believed to have a high concentration of the chemical. In an interview, Midlands Resident Minister and Governor Cde Cephas Msipa yesterday confirmed that the water was no longer safe for both domestic and farming purposes. "At least 20 families and 40 farmers have been affected by the pollution. We are hoping something will be done as soon as possible," Cde Msipa said. Environment and Tourism secretary Cde Margaret Sangarwe yesterday said a team has been sent to the area to assess the situation. She said her ministry was not only faced with the challenge to ensure farmers put into practice environmental conservation measures, but with the daunting task to rehabilitate "dead dams" and silting water resources as well.  She mentioned, amongst other dams, Mazowe and the Save catchment area, which stretched from Masvingo, Manicaland and Midlands provinces. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505171311.html
Ministry Aims for 'Cleaner Production'

New Era (Windhoek): THE Ministry of Environment and Tourism is visiting the regions to sensitize them about its new project called Cleaner Production. It held a one-day workshop at Ondangwa to familiarize companies, regional and local authorities and NGO's about the new concept of Cleaner Production.  The new project's aim is to reduce the negative environmental impact by the public and private business sectors, and the Cleaner Production project would help them focus attention on the whole production process. National technical adviser of the project, Dr Sindila Mwiya said cleaner production helps the industry and business sector to look at their use of raw materials, and the production and delivery process. This, he said, allows them to identify and minimize wastage of raw materials, reduce production costs, and minimize their risk on human health and the negative impact on the environment. Mwiya said this would ultimately lead to sustainable development, boost companies' profits and enhance their corporate image. The three-year project was launched in January this year with N$10 million financial assistance from the Danish International Development Assistance (Danida). The visits to the regions also aim at gathering information and inputs from regional stakeholders and to identify regional priorities, before the implementation phase starts in July this year. The project's chief technical adviser, Margot Nielsen, said they would select companies, regardless of their size, to carry out demonstration projects. Nielsen said the project's aim is also to train and help Namibians acquire skills and not be dependent on foreign assistance. She said Cleaner Production has proven to be successful in other African countries such as Zimbabwe and South Africa, where companies have observed a reduction in production costs, increased profits and environmental benefits. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505170913.html
Ruth First to Protect the Country's Marine Resources

BuaNews (Tshwane): Government is tightening security around its marine resources, with the introduction of the third environmental protection vessel in Cape Town tomorrow. The state-of-the-art patrol vessel, Ruth First, will be introduced to the country's waters as part of the Environmental Affairs and Tourism Department's marine protection strategy to fight illegal fishing and poaching. She is the third of the four Fishery and Environmental Protection Vessels purchased by government to protect the country's marine resources. The vessels are named after women who through their courage, dedication and commitment had an immense contribution to the country's liberation. The Ruth First has been named after freedom fighter and journalist who was married to late African National Congress (ANC) and South African Communist Party leader Joe Slovo. She was killed in Maputo, Mozambique by the apartheid government in the early 1980s. According to Environmental Affairs and Tourism Department, since the launch of the first two vessels, there had been a dramatic decrease in illegal fishing and poaching. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505171460.html
Gobabeb to Benefit SADC Region

Namibia Economist (Windhoek): The Gobabeb Training and Research Centre near Walvis Bay has been officially inaugurated to be the Southern African Development Community (SADC) flagship for research and training in areas which includes environmental research, natural resource management, land management, desertification and community-based resource management. Prime Minister Nahas Angula "The centre, together with the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, should serve to expand our knowledge of the Namib ecosystem while at the same time protecting this rare heritage for future generations". The programmes of research and training will now be available to the larger SADC community. Southern Angola and South Africa's Northern Cape Province, who share similar ecological patterns, should form the core eco-region together with the Namib Desert for further research.  The German Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development provided some N$30 million of funding, which is the most significant donor support to Gobabeb in its history. The Danish government also funded three grants to an amount of nearly N$7 million. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505171097.html
'Probe Ibadan Toxic Waste Dump'

This Day (Lagos): Environmental Rights Action/ Friends of the Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN), has said comprehensive probe of the type of gas released into the atmosphere from cylinders dumped at Onipepeye, Ibadan, Oyo State, must be conducted by the Federal Government, to ascertain its toxic level, as well as bring persons responsible for the act to justice. The group, in a statement said "on April 26, a strange black smoke enveloped the whole Onipepeye community. The smoke was later traced to some gas cylinders from the Oyo State Water Corporation burnt the vegetation and left residents with sever health problems.  Nine persons, including a pregnant woman, were hospitalized, as a result of inhaling the strange gas. ERA insisted that the incident was being underplayed by government officials. According to the group, the effects include long stretch of withered pawpaw plants and palm trees, shrunken plantain plants and polluted fish ponds. Some victims are still receiving treatment, yet somebody somewhere is saying the gas is not toxic. We suspect a grand attempt to cover-up the incident", ERA Director Nnimmo Bassey said. "Government needs to come out more openly on this case, the release said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505170798.html

UNITED NATIONS NEWS SERVICE

DAILY NEWS
17 May, 2005

====================================================================

 FRéCHETTE UNVEILS UN REFORMS RESPONDING TO VOLCKER PANEL'S CRITICISMS      

 Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette today unveiled a series of       

 reforms undertaken by the United Nations in response to criticisms of UN   

 management from entities appointed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan and     

 from the world body's own staff.                                           

 "Unprecedented challenges" faced by the UN have shown that the world body  

 must immediately reform those areas that are in the Secretariat's purview  

 and are not dependent on approval from Member States, said detailed        

 background information distributed prior to a press briefing by Ms.        

 Fréchette.                                                                 

 Noting that reform has been on the UN agenda since 1997, it said, "The UN  

 must take real action now where it is in the Secretary-General's authority 

 to do so directly, particularly in the critical areas of management,       

 oversight and accountability."                                             

 "We hope that the September Summit will signal a willingness on the part   

 of Member States to tackle the fuller review we are advocating in the      

 report," Ms. Fréchette told reporters, referring to a meeting of world     

 leaders to discuss Mr. Annan's document, "In Larger Freedom," which deals  

 with progress towards achieving a set of socio-economic targets as well as 

 UN change.                                                                 

 The major criticisms have come from the Independent Inquiry Committee      

 (IIC) looking into the UN's Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq and headed by  

 former US Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker. It raised questions about 

 the selection, briefing, oversight and accountability of senior            

 management.                                                                

 In addition, the UN staff responded somewhat negatively last year to an    

 integrity survey on internal misconduct while Prince Zeid Ra'ad Zeid       

 al-Hussein, the Jordanian Ambassador to the UN, surveyed problems of       

 sexual abuse and exploitation by peacekeeping staff contributed and        

 disciplined by Member States but under UN supervision.                     

 "It is clear that a more robust approach is needed to ensure that once     

 senior officials are appointed, they are briefed on the broader system of  

 UN rules, regulations, codes of conduct and managerial systems," Ms.       

 Fréchette said in her informational notes.                                 

 "The UN is therefore developing a formal induction programme to provide    

 in-depth training in these areas for senior officials of the Secretariat," 

 with the first session scheduled for next month, she added.                

 The quality and speed of executive-level decision-making was improved by a 

 Senior Management Group, established in 1997, to coordinate policies in    

 the UN System, but that group had become too large for timely              

 decision-making, Ms. Fréchette said.                                       

 Two new senior management committees, meeting for the first time this      

 month and weekly or monthly thereafter, would ensure clear action-oriented 

 outcomes with better definitions of responsibilities and improved time     

 lines, she said.                                                           

 "Perhaps the most obvious shortcomings identified by the Volcker Inquiry   

 and other crises are in the area of oversight and accountability. The      

 current 'control' systems for monitoring management performance and        

 preventing fraud and corruption are insufficient and must be significantly 

 enhanced," she said.                                                       

 The independence of the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS),      

 which does internal audits, would be strengthened, Ms. Fréchette said,     

 while a new Oversight Committee was being established and would meet this  

 summer in response to the IIC and the General Assembly, and a new          

 Management Performance Board (MPB) would meet this summer.                 

 UN Controller Warren Sach was leading a working group to draw on existing  

 best practices against fraud and corruption, including a model recently    

 developed by the World Bank, she said. The UN Department of Management was 

 also preparing recommendations to expand the scope of the financial        

 disclosures prospective senior officials would have to make, even when     

 they were to be employed for short terms or under special conditions.      

 After an expert recommended by the non-governmental organization (NGO),    

 Transparency International, reviewed best practices, Mr. Annan issued "a   

 robust new whistleblower policy" for staff members to comment on before he 

 formally promulgates it, she said.                                         

 On the problem of eliminating sexual abuse and exploitation from           

 peacekeeping missions, the General Assembly was considering a request for  

 additional resources to strengthen the UN's capacity to investigate        

 accusations and to create code of conduct enforcement units in all         

 peacekeeping missions. The Headquarters unit would be launched on 1 July,  

 she said.                                                                  

 The IIC criticized procurement in the early years of the Oil-for Food      

 programme, with Under-Secretary-General for Management Joseph Connor       

 heading procurement from before the start of the programme in 1996 until   

 he retired in January 2003, but Ms. Fréchette said a major overhaul of the 

 UN's procurement process was undertaken during that time, starting in the  

 mid-1990s.                                                                 

 The UN Department of Management had commissioned a new review to make sure 

 the current system met the highest global standards and that report was    

 expected by the end of next month, she said.                               

 * * *                                                                      

 SECURITY COUNCIL VOICES CONCERN FOR POLITICAL SITUATION IN GUINEA-BISSAU   

 Security Council members today reiterated their concern for the political  

 situation in Guinea-Bissau, particularly recent statements which may       

 produce undesirable consequences for the restoration of constitutional     

 governance and the holding of presidential elections next month.           

 At the same time, Council members reaffirmed their support for the         

 country's national authorities, especially for President Henrique Rosa,    

 Ambassador Ellen Margrethe Løj of Denmark, Council President for May, said 

 in a press statement.                                                      

 She said Council members also backed the efforts undertaken by             

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan and by his Special Envoy, former Mozambican   

 President Joaquim Chissano, in order to assist all political actors in     

 Guinea-Bissau to reach a peaceful and orderly conclusion of the            

 transitional process in that country.                                      

 "They call on Guinea-Bissau's political leaders to exert their leadership  

 with diligence and the utmost restraint, avoiding the increase of tensions 

 and further suffering for the population," the statement said.             

 * * *                                                                      

 CHIEF OF UN AGENCY FIGHTING ILLICIT DRUGS VISITS NIGERIA TO LAUNCH CRIME  ASSESSMENTS                                                                

 High levels of violent and property crimes caused by high inequality of    

 incomes, rapid urbanization and weak criminal justice systems may be       

 hindering Africa's development, the United Nations Office on Drugs and     

 Crime (UNODC) said today in launching in Nigeria a new report on the       

 issues.                                                                    

 According to the report, called "Why Fighting Crime Can Assist Development 

 in Africa: Rule of Law and Protection of the Most Vulnerable,"             

 democratically elected governments are on the increase and military coups  

 are on the decline.                                                        

 "New leaders are campaigning on anti-crime platforms and millions of       

 African men and women are pushing for change. Because of these positive    

 signals, donors and investors are invited to invest in a region that is    

 rapidly divesting itself of crime and corruption," UNODC said.             

 Africa once had the highest assault and burglary rates in the world, the   

 second highest murder rate, the lowest ration of police to public, the     

 lowest conviction rates and a staggering history of corruption and         

 bribery, it said, adding, "Today Africa is moving in the right direction." 

 The report notes, however, that 44 per cent of sub-Saharan Africans are    

 younger than 15 in countries with very high unemployment and that          

 civilians in post-conflict countries carry the scars of having been        

 targeted by terror campaigns. Insurgent and terrorist groups that use      

 crime to raise funding do not necessarily give it up when peace comes.     

 The continent is also a transit area for international drug traffickers    

 who have distributed heroin and cocaine in urban areas, it says, adding    

 that fighting all of these criminal activities could assist development.   

 UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa was to be in Nigeria's        

 capital, Abuja, to introduce the report.                                   

 * * *                                                                      

 NOBEL LAUREATE APPEALS TO UN FORUM FOR HELP WITH CONSERVATION OF CONGO  BASIN FOREST                                                               

 Nobel peace laureate Wangari Maathai today appealed to the United Nations  

 Forum on Forests to help the people and Governments of Central Africa      

 implement their commitment to conserve the forest ecosystems of the Congo  

 Basin, the second-largest river basin after South America's Amazon.        

 The Congo Basin spreads over "200 million hectares – 18 per cent of the    

 world's tropical forests – and carries 400 mammal species and more than    

 10,000 plant species. It is home to thousands of indigenous people, who    

 depend on the ecosystem to sustain their livelihoods," she told the        

 Forum's fifth session.                                                     

 Managing the Basin's resources sustainably and equitably for the long term 

 would not only help to stabilize the planet's atmosphere and ecology, but  

 would foster peace in an area where many wars had been fought over         

 resources, said Dr. Maathai, who is the Goodwill Ambassador for the Congo  

 Basin Forest Ecosystems and also Kenya's Deputy Minister for the           

 Environment and Natural resources.                                         

 The groups at war could find alternative ways of making a livelihood, but  

 no alternatives to the ecosystems existed and once they were lost, poverty 

 would only grow, Dr. Maathai said.                                         

 In developing policies and legislation to manage their forests, Central    

 African political leaders had called for a trust fund for good governance  

 to be created with the debt servicing funds saved by cancellation of their 

 external debts, she noted.                                                 

 The Governments had to be encouraged to see that writing documents on      

 forest conservation should be followed by mobilizing their people to       

 translate words into action by putting their hands into the soil and       

 growing seedlings, she later told a news conference Tuesday, using the     

 contrast between eroded Haiti and the green neighbouring Dominican         

 Republic in the Caribbean as an example.                                   

 Forum Chairman Manual Rodriguez-Becerra of Colombia told the journalists   

 that Governments had to be challenged because the world's forests were at  

 crisis level, with some 90 per cent of existing forest cover found in only 

 24 countries and 70 other countries having low cover forests.              

 Deforestation and forest degradation were major obstacles to development,  

 he said.                                                                   

 Dr. Maathai said if the Forum discussed a code of ethics to govern         

 logging, many corporations were likely to accept such a guide for their    

 business practices in developing countries. Developed countries could not  

 protect their forests while taking advantage of countries that had little  

 skill in adding value to their timber, she added.                          

 Meanwhile, in the countries that most needed forest rehabilitation,        

 planting was not taking place, she said.                                   

 The poor in those countries needed education about the services provided   

 to the planet by healthy ecosystems, such as providing oxygen, helping to  

 replenish the underground reservoirs with water when rains fell, as well   

 as acting as reservoirs of genetic resources, some of which had not yet    

 been identified, she said.                                                 

 * * *                                                                      

 VETERAN US OFFICIAL APPOINTED NEW CHIEF OF UN MANAGEMENT                   

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed a veteran      

 official of the United States Department of State the new UN               

 Under-Secretary-General for Management.                                    

 Chosen from a short list of three candidates, Christopher Bancroft Burnham 

 will take up his position at the beginning of next month. He will be       

 charged with implementing a host of UN management reforms made public at   

 the UN today.                                                              

 "Mr. Burnham has led the effort to instil sound business planning          

 practices in all aspects of the State Department, from individual embassy  

 business plans to the Department's strategic plan," Mr. Annan's office     

 said.                                                                      

 He succeeds Catherine Bertini, also a US national, who stepped down at the 

 end of last month.                                                         

 Mr. Burnham was named Acting Under-Secretary for Management of the US      

 Department of State by President George W. Bush in February to oversee     

 global operations, including diplomatic security, human resources,         

 overseas building, administration, information resources and consular      

 affairs.                                                                   

 Previous to that he was Assistant Secretary for Resource Management and    

 Chief Financial Officer (CFO) at State, managing budgeting, accounting and 

 disbursing, strategic planning, budget and performance integration, global 

 financial operations, intelligence resource planning and critical          

 infrastructure protection.                                                 

 He came to the Bush Administration from the private sector. He was Chief   

 Executive Officer of PIMCO's Columbus Circle Investors and Vice Chairman   

 of PIMCO's mutual fund group. Before that he was an investment banker with 

 Crédit Suisse First Boston and Advest Corporate Finance.                   

 He is also a 23-year veteran of the US Marine Corps Reserve and in 1991    

 led one of the first infantry units to liberate Kuwait City from Iraqi     

 occupation.                                                                

 Born in Manhattan in 1956, his education includes a Master's degree in     

 public administration from Harvard University.                             

 * * *                                                                      

 UN CALLS FOR CREATION OF TRULY GLOBAL INFORMATION SOCIETY FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL                                                                     

 Bridging the "digital divide" – among peoples and between nations alike –  

 is the surest way to create a truly global information society for all,    

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message        

 marking World Telecommunications Day.                                      

 "We live in an age in which communication between people is essential to   

 achieving our shared goals of development and peaceful coexistence," the   

 Secretary-General said in a message issued in New York. "New innovations   

 in information and communication technologies have increased exponentially 

 our capacity to connect with each other."                                  

 "It is up to us to harness the potential of these technologies in our work 

 to extend the benefits of education, health care, trade and environmental  

 protection to all," Mr. Annan said.                                        

 The theme of this year's Day, "Creating an Equitable Information Society:  

 Time for Action," calls on the international community to give shape to    

 the vision adopted at the first phase of the World Summit on the           

 Information Society (WSIS) in 2003.                                        

 "I urge Member States and all other stakeholders to reaffirm their         

 commitment to that process, and to participate at the highest levels when  

 the Summit reconvenes in Tunis in November," Mr Annan said.                

 Meanwhile, this year's Day marks the 140th anniversary of the founding of  

 the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), in May 1844, when Samuel  

 Morse sent his first public message over a telegraph line between          

 Washington, DC, and Baltimore, Maryland, ushering in the                   

 telecommunications age.                                                    

 ITU Secretary-General Yoshio Utsumi said that from the birth of the        

 telegraph, through radio and television broadcasting to satellite          

 communications and the Internet, the ITU's work had been essential to      

 harnessing the power of technology to fulfil the basic human need for      

 communication.                                                             

 Looking ahead to the Tunis Summit, he said that the true test of an        

 equitable information society will be the extent to which today's powerful 

 knowledge-based communication tools are able to connect different peoples  

 across all geographic, economic and information divides. "Clearly, the     

 time for action is now," he said.                                          

 * * *                                                                      

 UN OFFICIALS CONTINUE TALKS IN SUDAN                                       

 Senior United Nations officials are in Sudan today continuing their talks  

 with Government officials and opposition leaders on how the world body can 

 best help move the troubled country towards peace.                         

 The Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie        

 Guéhenno, and the Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, today       

 travelled from the capital Khartoum to the southern Sudanese town of       

 Rumbek, where they met with John Garang, Chairman of the Sudan People's    

 Liberation Movement (SPLM).                                                

 The Secretary-General's Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, who is also in   

 Sudan, remained in Khartoum and is scheduled to have meetings with         

 Government officials.                                                      

 The UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), meanwhile, reported the security          

 situation in the western region of Darfur – site of a separate conflict –  

 over the weekend was reported to be fairly calm in terms of clashes        

 between the Government and rebel groups and armed tribesmen, although some 

 reports were received of attacks and clashes.                              

 Widespread banditry continues to prevail in the three Darfur states, with  

 hijacking and detention of humanitarian staff reported in South and North  

 Darfur.                                                                    

                                                                             * * *                                                                      

 UN AGENCY WELCOMES LATEST DELIVERY OF INDIAN WHEAT TO FEED AFGHAN    SCHOOLCHILDREN                                                             

 The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed the third     

 major food shipment from India as part of that country's pledge to donate  

 one million tons of wheat to help feed schoolchildren in Afghanistan.      

 "We are very grateful to the Government of India for this contribution,    

 [which] has made a made a dramatic difference in our efforts to spread     

 school feeding in Afghanistan and improve both the health and educational  

 conditions of many poor Afghan children," said WFP Country Director and    

 Representative Charles Vincent.                                            

 The Indian wheat is converted into fortified biscuits with micronutrients  

 that raise children's nutrition and enhance their ability to learn. The    

 latest shipment – totalling 18,000 tons – will boost WFP's plan to cover   

 more than 1.1 million students in 2005.                                    

 Meanwhile, as part of WFP's ongoing initiative to spur school enrolment,   

 the agency is providing 500,000 Afghan schoolgirls with four litre tins of 

 cooking oil to take home to their families. To address low enrolment in    

 areas where food insecurity is especially high, the WFP will provide some  

 350,000 boys and girls 12.5 kilograms of wheat to take home every month.   

 * * *                                                                      

 UN ENVOY CLINTON MEETS WITH UK RELIEF AGENCIES ON WAYS TO BOOST AID FOR   TSUNAMI RECOVERY                                                           

 The United Nations Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery Bill Clinton met     

 today with leading humanitarian agencies based in the United Kingdom for   

 talks on how to speed up delivery of aid to the hardest-hit survivors of   

 the 26 December tragedy.                                                   

 Mr. Clinton and top officials from the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) 

 – an umbrella group of 13 relief agencies – met in London to discuss how   

 plans are now being drawn up to boost spending as the long-term impacts    

 and local challenges of the devastating Indian Ocean earthquake and        

 tsunami become clearer.                                                    

 "As we transition from relief to recovery it is imperative that local      

 communities participate in the decision-making process and that the needs  

 of families, and especially children, are at the heart of the recovery     

 agenda," Mr. Clinton said during the meeting.                              

 DEC chief Brenden Gromley said that the group was allocating a further 40  

 million pounds sterling to its member agencies working in the field, over  

 and above the 112 million pounds it had allocated for emergency work from  

 the 350 million pounds raised by its emergency appeal from the British     

 public.                                                                    

 That emergency allocation is now being upped to some 150 million pounds in 

 response to the relief agencies' expanded plans to rebuild housing,        

 schools and clinics and other long-term reconstruction work over the next  

 six months.                                                                

 * * *                                                                      

 CREATIVE THINKING NEEDED TO BEAT HIGH COST OF ASIA-PACIFIC’S               

 INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS – UN                                                  

 Demands for Internet connectivity and revamped transportation              

 infrastructure in Asia-Pacific countries in a climate of slumping foreign  

 investment in the region will mean finding innovative ways to boost        

 financing for development, the head of the United Nations regional         

 commission said today.                                                     

 Estimated at over $200 billion a year, the region’s infrastructure needs   

 are “overwhelming, both in social and physical infrastructure,” said Kim   

 Hak-Su, Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for   

 Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).                                              

 Mr. Kim warned delegates in Bangkok attending the ministerial segment of   

 the Commission’s annual meeting that the region’s needs far exceeds the    

 available resources of around $50 billion for all purposes. Private        

 investment in infrastructure is a quarter of the levels prevailing before  

 the 1997 crisis, creating a large financing gap.                           

 ESCAP investment estimates for desperately needed infrastructure are       

 massive. For the Asian Highway, an additional $18 billion will be required 

 just to finance priority projects. The Trans Asian Railway would also need 

 substantial investment – one route from Singapore to Kunming, China, will  

 alone cost $2.5 billion. The costs of regional connectivity infrastructure 

 such as Internet connections, cabling and broadband are also substantial.  

 The gap is exacerbated by a decline of private investment for              

 infrastructure since the Asian financial crisis in 1997, which has         

 declined from $40 billion in 1997 to $11.5 billion in 2003.                

 The region faces major challenges in securing funding for infrastructure,  

 said Mr. Kim. “We must mobilize regional domestic savings and further      

 engage the private sector in infrastructure investment,” he added.         

 “At this stage of transformation, Asia and the Pacific region requires an  

 institution like the European Investment Bank (EIB) – an independent,      

 government-owned Asian Investment Bank (AIB) to promote regional capital   

 markets,” he said.                                                         

 An AIB could provide infrastructure loans and collaborate with the banking 

 community in both raising and investing resources, Mr. Kim said. “The AIB  

 could work with the private sector by co-financing and guaranteeing        

 private investment financing. Asian capital markets are faced with limited 

 capacity to finance large and risky infrastructure project and we need an  

 alternative.”                                                              

 * * *                                                                      

 REPORTS THAT DISPLACED YOUTH ARE ABUSED AND EXPLOITED IN COLOMBIA’S CITIES  CONCERN UN                                                                 

 The United Nations refugee agency today sounded the alarm on behalf of     

 nearly 400 million displaced teenagers and young people under fire in      

 cities throughout Colombia, where they are increasingly falling prey to    

 gangs or armed militia.                                                    

 “We are very concerned about reports of violence and intimidation against  

 young internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Colombia’s cities,” Jennifer  

 Pagonis, a spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 

 said in Geneva. She cited information received from agencies working with  

 displaced persons in Colombia who continue to report selective murders,    

 extortion, sexual violence, loan-sharking and forced recruitment into      

 armed groups or prostitution rings.                                        

 She said the agency was concerned that, as a result of the violence and    

 intimidation by irregular armed groups in some urban areas, IDPs were      

 becoming displaced for a second and even a third time. There are over 1.5  

 million registered IDPs in Colombia, although estimates of the total       

 number range between 2 million and 3.5 million. Of the estimated 1 million 

 IDPs living in the largest cities, some 400,000 are teenagers and young    

 people under 29.                                                           

 “It is very important that we continue to work with the authorities and    

 civil society to ensure that IDPs, particularly young people, receive the  

 protection and assistance they deserve – thus avoiding a situation in      

 which they become easy prey for criminal gangs or irregular armed groups,” 

 said Ms. Pagonis, adding that policies to guarantee their access to school 

 prevent their recruitment by these groups and ensure their physical safety 

 are urgently needed.                                                       

 According to UNHCR, in some city areas armed groups are known to have      

 imposed curfews and banned behaviour they disapprove of such as body       

 piercing and short dresses in women and long hair in men. People who       

 disobey these orders risk violent death. The latest example of this type   

 of violence was the killing by unknown armed men on 11 May of at least two 

 boys, aged 14 and 16, in Altos de Cazuca, an area in the outskirts of the  

 Colombian capital, Bogotá, which is home to more than 20,000 IDPs.         

 After that incident, up to seven other young men were reported missing in  

 the same area. According to local witnesses, the reason for these killings 

 and forced disappearances was disobeying the curfew imposed by an          

 irregular armed group operating in the area.                               

 Young IDPs are also exposed to other threats. According to a recent study, 

 only one in eight IDP student have returned to school after having been    

 displaced. IDP girls are more vulnerable to sexual exploitation and        

 teenage pregnancy than other teenagers. UNHCR says that 30 per cent of IDP 

 women under 20 have at least one child, compared to 19 per cent among      

 non-internally displaced women.                                            

 * * *                                                                      

 NEARLY 31,000 TOGOLESE REFUGEES NOW IN GHANA AND BENIN, UN SAYS            

 With the outflow of Togolese fleeing disputes over presidential elections  

 slowing significantly, the United Nations refugee and food distribution    

 agencies are making sure that host families in neighbouring Benin and      

 Ghana can bear the burden of the nearly 31,000 refugees they have taken    

 in.                                                                        

 The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that new daily arrivals 

 in Benin now numbered 110 to 136, bringing its total to 16,158, while no   

 new refugees had arrived in Ghana, where there already were 14,727         

 Togolese.                                                                  

 In the run-up to the 28 April elections in Togo, UN experts expressed      

 concern about violent clashes between the parties, reports of restrictions 

 on independent media and numerous allegations of irregularities in         

 organizing the elections. The election itself was peaceful, but sporadic   

 clashes broke out afterwards.                                              

 In conjunction with the UN World Food Programme (WFP) and Catholic Relief  

 Services, UNHCR said it was boosting water distribution and sanitation     

 services, including building new family and public latrines, in urban      

 areas of Ghana where there was a high concentration of refugees.           

 It would extend this assistance to the rural South Volta region, it said.  

 A joint assessment mission visited refugee hosting areas over the weekend  

 to find out how best to assist local clinics and hospitals facing          

 overcrowding, UNHCR said.                                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 NEW UN-BACKED GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP AIMS TO BOOST ACCESS TO HEALTH            

 INFORMATION                                                                

 The members of the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today    

 launched an innovative global partnership that seeks better access for     

 health practitioners and policy-makers to information that would improve   

 health care for all.                                                       

 The Health Metrics Network (HMN) is comprised of countries, multilateral   

 and bilateral development agencies, foundations, global health initiatives 

 and technical experts and aims to boost the availability and use of        

 timely, reliable health information by drawing together the funding and    

 development of core health information systems in developing countries.    

 “In some areas of the world, even basic facts such as a person's birth,    

 their death and cause of death are not recorded," said WHO                 

 Director-General Dr. Lee Jong-wook. “The Health Metrics Network will work  

 to close this gap by helping countries improve their ability to gather     

 this vital health information. Accurate data is critical to identifying    

 problems and implementing effective solutions for people's health.”        

 HMN will also bring together health and statistical constituencies to      

 build capacity and expertise for strengthening health information systems  

 so local, regional and global decision-makers have quality data on which   

 to base decisions to improve health. It responds to a need for             

 evidence-based policy-making that can enable countries to make more        

 efficient use of health budgets.                                           

 In addition, other global initiatives including the Millennium Development 

 Goals (MDGs), the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria,     

 Global Alliance for Vaccines & Immunization (GAVI) and the President’s     

 Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) have increased the demand for      

 sound health information.                                                  

 The Network has received an initial grant of $50 million over seven years  

 from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and additional contributions from 

 other donors, including the United Kingdom’s Department for International  

 Development, the United States Agency for International Development (UNAID 

 ) and the Danish International Development Agency.                         

 * * *                                                                      

 UN REFUGEE AGENCY CALLS ON UZBEK AND KYRGYZ GOVERNMENTS TO KEEP BORDER   OPEN                                                                       

 After a weekend of deadly violence, and with ongoing tension in the Uzbek  

 city of Andijan and the region around it, the United Nations refugee       

 agency today called on the Governments of both Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan   

 to leave open their common boarder to panicked civilians fleeing for       

 safety.                                                                    

 A spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said an   

 agency emergency team to support its staff already on the ground was also  

 on the way to the region, and aid supplies from its warehouse in the       

 nearby regional centre of Osh have been sent to the border area and were   

 being distributed.                                                         

 Additional supplies, including tents, were being sent by road from UNHCR   

 stockpiles in Tajikistan, Jennifer Pagonis told a press briefing in        

 Geneva.                                                                    

 In Jalal-Abad, some 50 kilometres north of Andijan, a group of some 550    

 Uzbeks arrived on Saturday, the majority of them men, with 84 women and 12 

 children among them. They told UNHCR that they were in Andijan on Friday   

 and fled when the army opened fire on the demonstrators.                   

 “[Some] 541 of them are now accommodated in a military camp erected in a   

 narrow valley on the Kyrgyz bank of the Kara-Darya river, near the town of 

 Jalal-Abad in the district of Suzac,” Ms. Pagonis said, adding that UNHCR  

 has negotiated for a non-governmental organization (NGO) called ACTED to   

 purchase and deliver food to the group. The newcomers have been registered 

 as asylum seekers by the Kyrgyz Department of Migration Service and issued 

 temporary cards by the Kyrgyz authorities valid for a period of 10 days.   

 Ms. Pagonis said the asylum seekers told UNHCR that they had been out in   

 Andijan on Friday afternoon when the army opened fire. “They said that     

 panic spread through the city, and many people tried to escape, but that   

 the streets were cordoned off by the military. They said they walked for   

 10 hours to reach the border, where they were helped by local villagers    

 who led them across to safety in Kyrgyzstan,” she added.                   

 UNHCR has rushed emergency relief supplies, including clothes, blankets,   

 jerry cans and soap from its warehouse in the nearby Kyrgyz city of Osh,   

 to the new camp. UNHCR is also sending 150 tents by truck from its         

 warehouse in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. The refugee agency said it was          

 concerned about the proximity of the camp to the border and would like to  

 relocate the group in order to better ensure their safety, as is common    

 practice in every refugee situation.                                       

 “UNHCR welcomes the Kyrgyz Government's assurances that people will not be 

 forcibly returned to Uzbekistan and its moves to register the newcomers as 

 asylum-seekers” in keeping with Kyrgyzstan's traditional support for       

 international protection and UNHCR's work, said Ms. Pagonis.               

 * * *                                                                      

 For more details go to UN News Centre                                      

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.  

**Guests at Noon
My guest today will be Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Wangari Maathai, as well as Professor Manuel Rodriguez-Becerra, who are here to brief you on the ongoing UN Forum on Forests. 

**Under-Secretary-General for Management
I am pleased to announce today the decision by the Secretary-General to appoint Christopher Bancroft Burnham of the United States as the new Under-Secretary-General for Management.  He will be succeeding Catherine Bertini.  And Mr. Burnham is expected to take up his duties on 1 June. Mr. Burnham comes to us from the US Department of State, and he brings with him extensive experience in management.  And you can find out more about him in his biography, which is available upstairs.

**Sudan
Turning to the Sudan, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, as well as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, today travelled from Khartoum to the southern Sudanese town of Rumbek, where they met with John Garang, the Chairman of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor, Lakhdar Brahimi, who is also in Sudan, today remained in Khartoum, where he is scheduled to have meetings with Sudanese Government officials.

The UN mission in Khartoum reports the security situation in Darfur over the week was reported to be fairly calm in terms of clashes between the Government and rebel groups and armed tribesmen, although some reports were received of attacks and clashes.

Widespread banditry continues to prevail in the Darfurs.  Hijacking and detention of humanitarian staff has been reported in south and north Darfur.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations this morning on Sierra Leone.

Briefing the Council on the Secretary-General’s latest report on Sierra Leone is Special Representative Daudi Mwakawago.  And the report is already out on the racks.

**Security Council - Monday
Yesterday afternoon, Council members heard a briefing on Timor-Leste from Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi, who talked about the peaceful holding of local elections in March and the improving relations between Timor-Leste and Indonesia.

He said some of the current military officers with the UN peacekeeping mission in Timor-Leste would remain in the country beyond 20 May, to ensure a smooth transition to the UN Office in Timor-Leste (UNOTIL).  Annabi said that further generous support for the country would remain indispensable, to consolidate the remarkable gains made so far.

**Statements Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
Late yesterday afternoon we issued two statements, and I’ll just read them into the record.  The first was on the Democratic Republic of the Congo:

“The Secretary-General welcomes the adoption on 13 May of the draft constitution by the National Assembly of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  He looks forward to the draft being put to a popular referendum in the shortest time possible, and notes with satisfaction the progress made recently in technical preparations for the upcoming presidential, parliamentary, and local elections.

“In this connection, he urges the transitional institutions to continue to take concrete steps towards the holding of free and fair elections, including by adopting all necessary laws as quickly as possible.

“The Secretary-General reiterates the commitment of the United Nations to assist the transitional authorities, with the support of regional leaders, as well as bilateral and multilateral donors, in completing the transitional process, facilitating the further development of democratic governance, and promoting other necessary political and economic reforms.”

And the statement is available upstairs.

We also issued a statement yesterday welcoming the decision taken by the Kuwaiti Parliament to grant women the right to vote for the first time in Kuwait.

**Uzbekistan
Turning to Uzbekistan, following the violent events in Andijan on Friday, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees is urging both the Uzbek and Kyrgyz Governments to leave the border open to all civilians at every crossing point.

A UNHCR emergency team, to support staff already on the ground, is also on the way to the region, and aid supplies from various UNHCR warehouses in the nearby regional centre of Osh have been sent to the border area and are now being distributed.

Additional supplies, including tents, are being sent by road from the UNHCR stockpiles in Tajikistan.

And we have more information upstairs available from UNHCR. 

**Colombia
Turning to Colombia, the UN Refugee agency also reports that it was concerned about reports of violence and intimidation against young internally displaced persons in Colombian cities.

Those reports include accounts of irregular armed groups forcibly recruiting young men in several regions.

There are over 1.5 million registered internally displaced persons in Colombia, although estimates of the total number range between 2 million and 3.5 million.  And more information is also available upstairs.

**Africa Crime Report
Antonio Maria Costa, the head of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, today launched the Office’s first report on crime in Africa at a ceremony in Abuja, Nigeria.

The report says that crime is a factor that is often overlooked when explaining Africa’s persistent underdevelopment.  But it also notes that, despite significant challenges, the continent seems to have entered a period of hope, with military coups becoming rare and democratically elected governments on the rise.

And we have more available upstairs.

**Tsunami Envoy
The UN’s Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, former US President William  Jefferson Clinton, today met with the Disasters Emergency Committee -- an umbrella group of 13 leading UK-based humanitarian agencies -- for talks aimed at ensuring the swift delivery of aid to the hardest-hit tsunami survivors.

During the meeting, Clinton said that, as we move from “relief to recovery, it is imperative that local communities participate in the decision-making process and that the needs of families, and especially children, are at the heart of the recovery agenda.”  And we have a press release available on that upstairs.

**NPT Review Conference
The Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference, which is going on here, as you know, met formally yesterday afternoon, for the first time since its agenda was adopted last week, and completed the election of its Bureau.

The President of the Conference, Ambassador Duarte of Brazil, reported that consultations with regional groups, concerning the allocation of substantive items to the three Main Committees, had so far not produced the expected results.  He said that the current situation could not continue indefinitely.

**Telecommunication Day
And today is World Telecommunication Day, and the Secretary-General has issued a message, attaching importance to efforts to build an equitable and accessible information society for all the world’s people.  The Secretary-General also notes that today marks the 140th anniversary of the founding of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).  And we have the full text of his message available upstairs.

**DPI
A couple of more items. This weekend, the Department of Public Information, together with the Media Communications Association and the New School, right here in Manhattan, will present “Stories from the Field”, a set of documentaries produced by the United Nations and its agencies around the world. 

And DPI has a press release which is available upstairs.

**Indigenous Exhibit
And later this evening, at 6:10 p.m., in the Visitor's Lobby, there will be a “cultural event” to open the DPI exhibit for the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  There will be traditional indigenous music from North America, Philippines, Hawaii, and Ecuador.  The new Chairperson of the Forum, as well as the UN’s Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs will speak, and you’re all invited to attend this event.

**Chief of Staff
Just two clarifications from yesterday, in answer to a question raised, I think by you, Massoud, about Mark Malloch Brown’s position:  He’s currently serving as the Secretary-General’s Chef de Cabinet, at the Under-Secretary-General level, and there are no plans for him to be elevated to the pay scale of Deputy Secretary-General.

**Iran
And also, I think Edie, you had a question on Iran regarding the Secretary-General’s interview in USA Today:  In the interview, the Secretary-General was making the point, as he has done in the past, that on issues where a dialogue is already taking place, such as the discussions between Iran and the three European nations knows as the E3, attention should remain on the existing negotiating process until it produces results.  Changing forums will not solve the problem.  However, it is not the intention of the Secretary-General to prejudice the role to be played by the Security Council, should the issue come to the Council.

And I think that’s it from me.  Any questions?
Yes, Mohammad?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Stéphane, any reaction to the possible insult on the Koran by American soldiers in Guantanamo Bay, Afghanistan and elsewhere?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  I have no reaction.  I think you’ve seen the news reports that apparently the agency which first published the report has now retracted the item.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Do you have any statement or information from Mr. Prendergast’s office on the Cyprus meetings?

Associate Spokesman:  As you know, yesterday there were some preliminary discussions for just a bit over an hour, which focused more on process issues.  More substantive discussions are going to take place later this afternoon with Mr. Prendergast and the visiting delegation.  Yes, Linda?

Question:  Steph, can you give us an update on the -- or a status report on the Hariri investigation?

Associate Spokesman:  The Hariri investigation -- the gentleman who is going to lead the investigation is expected to be here in New York, I think early next week.  So, he will have a chance to read in on the Organization, and how we work and look towards his mission in Beirut.  And we expect him to go to Beirut probably later on next week with a small team as an initial first step.  Yes, Massoud?
Question:  I don’t know if you announced this before.  There was a request made to the DSG earlier that her press conference should be put on the record.

Associate Spokesman:  Yes, it is being put on the record.  We’re getting it.  Sorry, I should have reiterated that the Deputy Secretary-General’s briefing on UN reform is now being put on the record.  And UN TV will also play that back, as soon as we’re done here.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi?
Question:  Stéphane, an important conference is taking place in Tripoli, Libya, on Darfur and is attended by six African Heads of State, including Egypt and Nigeria.  And they will be discussing, presumably, among other things, the resolution on Darfur.  Is the UN represented at that conference and at what level?

Associate Spokesman:  I will check for you on that. [The Associate Spokesman later said that no one from the UN is attending the summit meeting in Tripoli.]
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Mayors to Mark Environment Day with Urban Green Pacts (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Environment_News_Service:" ��Environment News Service�)


Alcaldes de alrededor del mundo celebran el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente con acuerdos urbanos (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Portaldelmedioambiente:_Alcaldes_de" ��Portaldelmedioambiente�)





ADB to hold environment ministerial meeting of Greater Mekong Subregion in Shanghai (� HYPERLINK  \l "_People's_Daily_Online:" ��People's Daily Online�)





Nairobi Dam project to receive Sh70 million (� HYPERLINK  \l "_East_African_Standard:" ��East African Standard�)





Wie sieht die Megacity des 21. Jahrhunderts aus? (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Teleopolis:_Wie_sieht" ��Teleopolis�)





Inuit contre Goliath (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Le_Toit_du" ��Le Toit du Monde�)





Traditional knowledge (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Business_Standard_(India):" ��Business Standard�)





Partners achieve milestone (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Fiji_Times:_Partners" ��Fiji Times�)
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