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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, 31 May 2005



Other Environment News
· Brussels focuses on effort to tackle climate change (Financial Times)
· Visits that arouse animal passions (The Scotsman)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA
· ROWA


Other UN News

There is no Spokesman's Briefing or Daily News from UN HQ, due to a public holiday in the US (Memorial Day)

Vietnam News Agency: La Journée mondiale de l' environnement 2005 au Vietnam
 31/ 05/2005 
Hanoi, 31 mai (AVI) - Le Comité central du Front de la Patrie du Vietnam (FPV) a organisé, lundi après-midi à Hanoi, un meeting commémorant la Journée mondiale de l'environnement 2005 (le 5 juin), sous le thème "Des villes vertes, un plan pour notre planète!" et a déclenché le mouvement "La population participe à la protection environnementale".

Dans son discours, le président du CC du FPV, Pham The Duyet, a appelé les fronts de la patrie à tous les échelons à mener des actions concrètes de sensibilisation sur la protection environnementale.

M. Duyet les a aussi exhortés à diversifier la sensibilisation et l'éducation concernant la protection environnementale, de lutter contre la pollution et les autres atteintes à l'environnement.

Toujours selon lui, les fronts de la patrie de tous les échelons doivent accélérer la socialisation de la protection environnementale, rester fidèles au mouvement "La population solidaire pour établir la vie culturelle dans les zones d'habitation" et prêter attention à la mise en oeuvre des engagements sur la protection environnementale.

La Journée mondiale de l'environnement a été lancée par l'Assemblée générale des Nations Unies en 1972 afin de marquer l'ouverture de la Conférence de Stockholm sur l'Environnement humain. Une autre résolution adoptée le même jour par l'Assemblée générale est à l'origine de la création du PNUE.

La Journée mondiale de l'environnement peut être célébrée de multiples façons, y compris des marches, des défilés à vélo, des concerts, des concours de rédaction et de dessin dans les écoles, des plantations d'arbres, des campagnes de recyclage et de nettoyage et bien d'autres activités encore.

Dans de nombreux pays, cet événement est une occasion pour promouvoir l'intérêt et l'action au niveau politique. Cette journée là, des chefs d'Etats, des Premiers ministres et des ministres de l'environnement prononcent des discours dans lesquels ils s'engagent à agir pour la sauvegarde de la planète.

Des engagements visant l'établissement de structures gouvernementales permanentes destinées à la gestion et à la planification économique de l'environnement sont pris officiellement. Cette célébration représente, également, une occasion pour signer ou ratifier des conventions internationales sur l'environnement. -AVI

_____________________________________________________________________________

Infoecologia: 5 de junio – Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente - Planear para el planeta

El próximo 5 de junio se celebra el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente 2005. El tema seleccionado para este año es Ciudades Verdes y el slogan, ¡Planear para el Planeta!
El Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente, conmemorado cada año el 5 de junio, es uno de los vehículos principales por medio de los cuales la Organización de las Naciones Unidas estimula la conciencia mundial hacia el medio ambiente y fomenta una mayor atención y acción política.
Las principales celebraciones internacionales del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente 2005 se llevarán a cabo en San Francisco, California, Estados Unidos. La edición anterior se celebró en Barcelona, en colaboración con el Fórum Universal de las Culturas y tuvo como lema: ¡Se Buscan! Mares y Océanos - ¿Vivos o Muertos?

El Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente fue establecido por la Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas en 1972, con motivo de la apertura de la Conferencia de Estocolmo sobre Medio Ambiente Humano. Otra resolución, adoptada por la Asamblea General el mismo día, llevó a la creación del PNUMA (Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente). 

____________________________________________________________________________

Verivox: Städte, in denen es sich gut leben lässt 

[Press Release BUWAL - Swiss Environment Ministry]


30.05.2005
Städte, in denen es sich gut leben lässt - "Grüne Städte" heisst das Motto des internationalen Tags der Umwelt vom 5. Juni. BUWAL-Direktor Philippe Roch lanciert im Hinblick darauf einen Appel zu sauberer Luft, mehr Ruhe und genügend Grünräumen in Schweizer Städten. Vom 1. bis 5. Juni findet in San Francisco unter der Ägide des UNO-Umweltprogramms UNEP eine Aktionswoche statt, an der sich auch Schweizer Städte und Unternehmen beteiligen.Gleichzeitig sind in der Schweiz (z.B. Zürich) Aktivitäten geplant. Damit es sich in Schweizer Städten und Agglomerationen, wo sich 75 Prozent der Bevölkerung konzentriert, gut leben lässt, ruft BUWAL-Direktor Philippe Roch anlässlich des Internationalen Tags der Umwelt auf zu: 


Bessere Luft in den Städten ? weniger Feinstaub 

? Feinstaub und insbesondere Krebs erregender Dieselruss sind ein ernst zu nehmendes Gesundheitsproblem in städtischen Gebieten. Der Feinstaubausstoss muss halbiert, der Ausstoss an Dieselruss drastisch reduziert werden. Devise: Kein Dieselauto ohne Filter.
? Bei Baumaschinen hat sich der Bundesrat für eine Filterpflicht ab einer bestimmten Motorenleistung und Grösse von Baustellen ausgesprochen. Nachholbedarf besteht im Strassenverkehr (Lastwagen, Personenwagen, Lieferwagen, Busse) und in der Landwirtschaft. Mehr Ruhe in der Stadt
? In Städten sind mehr Ruhezonen nötig. Zur Entlastung der Wohnquartiere sind möglichst viele Tempo-30-Zonen zu schaffen. Investitionen in Lärmschutz zahlen sich aus, etwa indem Krankheitskosten sinken oder Liegenschaften an Wert gewinnen. 
? Zu mehr Ruhe können alle beitragen: Kurze Strecken zu Fuss oder mit dem Velo zurücklegen, beim Auto- oder Motorradfahren auf unnötiges Beschleunigen verzichten und lärmarme Fahrzeuge kaufen, spätabends die Autotüren nicht zuschlagen, etc. Mehr und grössere Naturflächen in den Städten 
? Damit die Städte lebenswert bleiben, braucht es Naturerlebnisräume, wo die Menschen Erfahrungen mit der Natur machen, beobachten und experimentieren können. Naturnahere Stadtpärke mit möglichst wenig Verboten leisten dazu einen wichtigen Beitrag.
? In Städten oder Stadtnähe muss die Natur aber auch geschützt werden, beispielsweise in Auen. Dort sind die Menschen eingeladen, sich mit Respekt in der Natur zu erholen, ohne sie zu stören. Dieses Prinzip ist in der Teilrevision des Natur- und Heimatschutzgesetzes vorgesehen für Naturerlebnispärke in Stadtnähe. Sie haben eine stark geschützte Kernzone und eine für Naturerfahrungen zugängliche Umgebungszone. 

Auskünfte 

 Philippe Roch, Direktor BUWAL, 079 277 51 88 Beilagen
 Faktenblatt 1: Feinstaub eindämmen für bessere Luft in der Stadt
 Faktenblatt 2: Mehr Ruhe auch in der Stadt ? ein Gewinn für alle
 Faktenblatt 3: Natur und Landschaft erleben in der Stadt 

 Einladung zum Rundtisch-Gespräch im Umwelthaus in Genf

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu: Civic Bodies To Observe Environment Day

30  May 2005

All the 125 municipal councils and corporations in the State would observe the World Environment day on June 5 with the theme Green cities'.

A decision to this effect was taken at a meeting between the Principal Secretary (Environment), T. Chatterjee, the Commissioner and Director Municipal Administration, Vijay Kumar and the Director of Andhra Pradesh National Green Corp (NGC). In response to the call given by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), an exhibition of posters on environment conversation and awareness programmes on the problems of drinking water, waste water, traffic, solid waste and urban forestry are planned in all municipalities and corporations.
_____________________________________________________________________________

ANSA:TURIN 2006: Focus; UN Approves of TOROC's Attention to Env' 

30 May 2005

Once again the United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP, has expressed its approval of Toroc. A few days ago the special UN division met the Turin 2006 Organizing Committee for the third time and praised the great effort made to safeguard the environment. ''Toroc's Environment Department is making the biggest effort ever seen in the preparation of an Olympics,'' said UNEP Communications Director Erik Falt. ''It has been working with UNEP for two years and we know all about what Turin is doing to include environmental protection among the key factors in the organization of the Games''. ''We cannot fail to be satisfied at the meeting with UNEP because theirs is an authoritative, qualified opinion,'' said Paolo Revellino of Toroc's Environment Department. ''We have been working with UNEP since we signed a protocol with the body in 2003''. The aim of that agreement is to promote joint environmental sustainability and publicity projects. ''The philosophy behind this cooperation is that prevention is better than cure,'' Revellino added. ''In practice, it's better to think now about the consequences organizing the Games can have on the region's environment in order to guarantee the maximum level of sustainability''. This target is being pursued via many initiatives, like the use of energy from renewable sources for Toroc's 10-floor headquarters. ''And this is just an example of the our environmental policy,'' Revellino said, ''because sustainability is the first medal for the Turin 2006 Olympics''

_____________________________________________________________________________

L'Economiste (Maroc): Osons penser 2030!

Le carnet de bord des banques   · L’intermédiation se renforcera
30 May 2005
 

Se frayer une place parmi les pays émergents à l’horizon 2030 ne sera pas aisé pour le Maroc. Que de chantiers à réaliser d’ici-là! Modernisation de l’agriculture, restructuration du tissu industriel, redéploiement du commerce extérieur... 
Et sans le concours des banques, il ne sera pas possible de relever ces défis. «Au coeur de la problématique de la croissance, se pose la question de l’investissement. Pour devenir une économie émergente, nous devons réaliser un taux de croissance de 6 à 8% pour rattraper le retard», rappelle Ahmed Alami Lahlimi, Haut-Commissaire au Plan lors la 3e session du Forum «Prospective Maroc 2030» tenue la semaine dernière à Casablanca. Dans les toutes prochaines années, il faudra investir pas moins de 30% du PIB pour entrer dans le processus de l’émergence. Ce qui pose avec acuité le problème de la capacité de financement, de la collecte et de la valorisation de l’épargne nationale et de l’attractivité de l’investissement direct étranger.
Dans ce contexte, les banques marocaines sont-elles en mesure de jouer le jeu?
Pour Brahim Benjelloun-Touimi, administrateur-directeur général de BMCE Bank, il ne fait aucun doute que le pouvoir bancaire au sein de la société sera renforcé en raison du rôle que le secteur aura à jouer en tant qu’agent de développement économique et sociétal, fortement impliqué dans le processus de développement durable.
Pour autant, il ne faut pas se faire d’illusion, le taux de bancarisation continuera de croître lentement. Le porte-monnaie électronique pourrait contribuer à l’effort de bancarisation. Les banques les plus audacieuses profiteraient d’une forte pénétration de ce moyen de paiement, notamment auprès des jeunes et des populations enclavées. «Le mobile, via le SMS, peut être un support de règlement de faibles montants et les recharges du mobile disponibles sur un compte prépayé chez les commerçants dotés de terminaux adéquats. Des services destinés aux jeunes, aux analphabètes et aux familles des MRE notamment. 
Pas de rupture non plus par rapport à la fonction d’intermédiation bancaire. «Les acteurs des marchés financiers et des capitaux et les promoteurs de la finance directe resteront adossés pour la plupart, à des groupes bancaires», pronostique le DG de BMCE Bank. Quant à la demande de services tels que le corporate, elle émanera essentiellement des grandes entreprises, investisseurs institutionnels et groupes publics et peut être de quelques PME structurées. Mais cela ne supplantera pas les concours bancaires directs, loin de là. Le crédit continuera à occuper une place prépondérante, en particulier le crédit à court terme. De ce fait, les intérêts et autres produits d’intermédiation classique constitueront encore l’essentiel du produit net bancaire (PNB). «Les commissions s’amélioreraient mais de façon marginale».
Les banques étrangères et notamment françaises renforceront leur présence avec la montée en charge des différents accords de libre-échange. En outre, les opérations de consolidation du secteur dans la zone UE auront une incidence sur le paysage bancaire marocain. Celui-ci sera marqué par la percée de la microfinance, «antichambre de la bancarisation». Les banques multiplieront les fonds de refinancement et de garantie, pour accompagner cette dynamique. Il faut s’attendre également à une expansion de la microépargne et de la microassurance.
Parallèlement, il faudra combler les besoins croissants de consommation et d’équipement des ménages. Ainsi, la distribution de produits financiers via la banque de détail gardera une longueur d’avance sur les activités de marché et de conseil notamment.
En revanche, pas de bouleversement à attendre du côté de l’accès au financement des PME et des TPE. «Les deux types d’entreprises continueront à représenter une problématique décisive pour les banques, faute de transparence et de bonne gouvernance», reconnaît le DG de BMCE Bank. 
Pour atténuer la vulnérabilité de ces entités face aux aléas de la conjoncture et de l’ouverture des frontières, les banques n’auront d’autre choix que de proposer une offre intégrée aux PME qui allie à la fois conseil, financement du haut de bilan et accompagnement dans la restructuration. 

Rayonnement régional


Les banques marocaines seront en pole position pour soutenir l’émergence d’une économie maghrébine. Au programme, partenariats dans les métiers de conseil et de banque d’affaires et accessoirement dans la banque de détail.
Idem en Afrique subsaharienne francophone où le processus d’implantation a d’ores et déjà commencé (banque commerciale, d’affaires et assurances).
En outre, l’activité MRE les incitera à multiplier des partenariats dans les pays d’accueil pour développer une relation de proximité sur l’autre rive de la Méditerranée. Le seul moyen de maintenir le flux de transferts de devises. «Pour conquérir cette cible, les banques étrangères investiront de plus en plus dans des profils proches des MRE», relève Omar Bounjou, directeur général d’Attijariwafa bank. Aussi, les banques marocaines devront-elles faire preuve d’intelligence en allant au-delà de la simple représentation. Elles devront nouer des partenariats et investir dans des réseaux limités en privilégiant des canaux de distribution alternatifs (mobile et Internet). L’objectif étant non pas de gagner de l’argent sur place, mais de fidéliser la clientèle et renforcer les liens au Maroc. 

Et le développement durable?

L’un des enjeux qui concerne aussi les banques sera de répondre aux besoins immédiats des opérateurs sans compromettre les intérêts des générations futures. «Il s’agit de veiller à la fois à satisfaire les besoins de la communauté et à améliorer la qualité de vie sans négliger la prise en charge des besoins de certaines franges de la population», explique Hassan El Basri, directeur général adjoint de la BCP, chargé du pôle Développement. D’où l’importance de la responsabilisation des entreprises et des consommateurs et du respect des règles de bonne gouvernance. Les exigences du développement durable et celles du secteur bancaire peuvent a priori paraître antinomiques, sachant que les critères de rentabilité priment pour le second. Tout le challenge résidera justement à faire converger leurs intérêts. 
Ce n’est pas un hasard si le programme des Nations unies pour l’environnement (PNUE) reconnaît le rôle des fournisseurs de services financiers dans la promotion du développement durable mondial. A noter également l’émergence de nouveaux concepts tels que l’investissement socialement responsable. «A ce jour, 170 banques ont ratifié la déclaration du PNUE et la plupart ont créé des structures de réflexion et de coordination, sans oublier le lancement de fonds dédiés», précise Hassan El Basri.
Pour le Maroc, cela suppose une lutte plus franche contre l’exclusion bancaire, le financement du logement social ainsi que la promotion de l’esprit entrepreneurial et du microcrédit. Sans négliger le respect des règles de bonne gouvernance par l’ensemble du tissu économique. 

Mouna KABLY
_____________________________________________________________________________

Hobart Mercury (Australia): EARTH WEEK Diary of the planet

30 May 2005
Biodiversity loss

A United Nations environmental report says that Earth's biodiversity is dwindling at a record rate, with about 90 percent of the planet's fi sh stock already depleted since the introduction of industrial-scale fi shing operations.

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment says that a third of amphibians and a fi fth of mammals are threatened with extinction due to the destruction of natural habitats.

Klaus Toepfer, director of the UN Environment program responsible for the report, says the loss of biodiversity is "economic suicide". He added that if the dwindling forests and coral reefs were compared to museums and universities, "then their destruction would be regarded as massive vandalism". 

Earthquakes

An earthquake jolting South Africa's second-largest city of Johannesburg caused a mine in the gold fi elds to collapse. Nineteen miners were injured in the second such quake-related collapse this month.

o Earth movements were also felt in western Greece, southwestern Pakistan, the northwest Sumatra aftershock zone, the Hawaiian island of Oahu and western Ecuador.

Record hurricane

Hurricane Adrian roared ashore on El Salvador's Pacifi c coast with winds of more than 130 km/h, making it the fi rst tropical storm system to strike the Central American country in recorded history.

Offi cials evacuated 14,000 people living in coastal areas and torrential rains unleashed fl ash fl ooding.

Adrian lost force before entering the Caribbean Sea.

Icy buffer

Recent thickening of the ice sheet covering the interior of Antarctica may be temporarily buffering the world from rising sea levels, according to a report published in the journal Science. A team of US and British researchers observing the trend say they worry the overall mass of Antarctica may still be decreasing because ice near the coast is possibly melting at an increasing rate.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says sea levels are currently rising by 1.8 mm per year, mainly due to the melting of polar ice sheets.

However, the panel has also predicted that global warming would lead to an increase in snowfall over the Antarctic, because warmer air leads to more evaporation and precipitation.

Mexican eruption

The strongest eruption of Mexico's Volcano of Fire in more than a decade sent clouds of pyroclastic debris rushing down the slopes of the rumbling mountain.

Individual chunks of rock were hurled 4km to the west but there were no reports of injuries due to the eruption.

There have been dozens of explosive eruptions at the Colima volcano since the fi rst was observed by Europeans in 1560.

Freak tide

Panic over a surge of seawater on the coast of the southern Indian state of Kerala sent at least 15,000 villagers scrambling to higher ground in fear another tsunami was occurring. At least 500 houses were partially submerged and several fi shing boats damaged after the water gushed into fi shing hamlets during the unusually high tide.

Bird flu update

China assured the World Health Organisation that it has the bird fl u outbreak under control as it scrambled to vaccinate 3 million birds in response to the country's fi rst confi rmed outbreak of avian infl uenza in nearly a year.

The massive containment operation was launched in the western province of Qinghai following the discovery of dead migratory birds infected with the H5N1 strain of bird fl u.

That strain has killed at least 53 people across Asia in the past year-and-a-half and threatens a global pandemic if it mutates with a human fl u virus. A report in the current issue of the journal Nature warns that such a pandemic could kill more than 7 million people worldwide within the fi rst few months of an outbreak.

New primate

The first new species of African monkey to be discovered in more than 20 years was found on the slopes of a high mountain in southern Tanzania.

The Wildlife Conservation Society, which made the discovery, says the primate has an estimated population of between 500 and 1000 and is being called the highland mangabey, or Lophocebus kipunji.

The highland mangabey is distinguished from other mangabeys by the colour of its fur, its long upright crest, off-white belly and tail. It has a body length of about 90 cm and was spotted as high as 2450 metres above sea level on Mount Rungwe, where temperatures often fall to below freezing.

The conservation group will set up a special fund to protect the newly discovered monkey.
_____________________________________________________________________________

El Estatal (Mexico): Iniciarán formalmente las actividades del Pacto Mundial en México 

31 de mayo 2005

Iniciarán formalmente las actividades del Pacto Mundial en México

    *

      Promueven que empresas chihuahuenses se adhieran a este Pacto  Mundial

    *

      El próximo 9 de junio se llevará a cabo un evento para marcar el inicio formal de las actividades

    *

      Esperan  tener al Presidente de México Vicente Fox como testigo de honor

Liliana Velasco

Esta gran alianza internacional, presentada por primera vez en 1999 en el Foro Económico Mundial en Davós, Suiza, por el Secretario General de las Naciones Unidas, Kofi Annan, aglutina a través del mundo a más de 2000 empresas y organizaciones en una red cuyo denominador común es el apego a 10 principios de responsabilidad social en cuatro áreas:

-Derechos Humanos

-Condiciones Laborales

-Medio Ambiente

-Transparencia y Anti-Corrupción.

El lanzamiento del Pacto Mundial en México tiene como objetivo básico apoyar, a partir del enfoque propuesto por el Secretario General de las Naciones Unidas, los esfuerzos realizados para profundizar y difundir la cultura de la responsabilidad social de las empresas y organizaciones.

La convocatoria cuenta con la participación tanto de las agencias de las Naciones Unidas que colaboran en la Oficina del Pacto Mundial (OIT, PNUD, PNUMA, ONUDI, OACNUDH) como de las principales asociaciones y organizaciones empresariales del país.

El evento del 9 de junio será la ocasión en que un grupo destacado de empresas y organizaciones mexicanas formalice su adopción de los 10 principios del Pacto Mundial.

Se espera contar con la presencia del Presidente de la República, como testigo de honor.

Conscientes de su responsabilidad social, la Confederación Patronal de la República Mexicana se estableció como meta para el 2005, coordinar esfuerzos que permitieron promover y lanzar el Pacto Mundial en nuestro país.

En COPARMEX estamos convencidos de que las empresas deben participar en la construcción de un marco social y medioambiental que apoye y afiance la continuidad de la apertura y la liberalización de los mercados, garantizando que todas las personas compartan los beneficios de una economía mundializada.

Buscamos tener el apoyo de toda la iniciativa privada, de los jóvenes, de los trabajadores, de las instituciones educativas, del gobierno, y de la sociedad en general.

COPARMEX se suma al deber colectivo de aportar nuestros esfuerzos, creatividad y experiencia para alcanzar los objetivos del Pacto Mundial.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Financial Times: Brussels focuses on effort to tackle climate change
By Fiona Harvey in London
30 May 2005 

The European Commission will step up attempts to tackle climate change this week amid concern that international progress is again being stalled by the US.

Uninterrupted by France's No vote, the European Union's executive will also consider prospects for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from aviation as part of “Green Week”, which this year will concentrate on climate change.

Stavros Dimas, the European Union's environment commissioner, said: “Climate change is one of our biggest environmental challenges and a major threat to our economies. Our aim in bringing together key players and stakeholders during Green Week is not only to listen but also to try to move towards workable and cost-effective solutions, particularly in view of the further efforts that will be needed to achieve global reductions in emissions of greenhouse gases.”

But Green Week, timed to lead up to the United Nations World Environment Day this Sunday, when mayors from around the world will adopt measures to create greener cities, will take place against a backdrop of uncertainty over the prospects for international action on climate change.

Tony Blair, the UK prime minister, is visiting leaders of EU member states and the Group of Eight industrialised nations over the next few weeks in preparation for the UK's presidency of the EU from July and the G8 summit in Gleneagles on July 6. He will discuss climate change, which he has made one of his twin priorities for the G8 this year, along with Africa. But the leak of a memo purporting to be the draft text of a G8 statement on climate change, to be issued at Gleneagles, dismayed some environmental campaigners. The document lacked any reference to specific targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. However, the US has long and consistently refused to be tied to targets for emissions reduction such as those imposed by the UN-brokered Kyoto protocol on climate change.

Another sensitive area surrounds plans to deal with climate change beyond 2012, when the main provisions of the Kyoto protocol expire. Business leaders in the UK called last week for the government to provide “greater certainty” to businesses by extending emissions reduction targets to 2025.

But the US is adamantly opposed to discussions of actions beyond 2012. Senior US officials have said such discussions would be “premature” and repeated this view at a meeting of Kyoto countries in Bonn earlier this month. The G8 meeting is more likely to see agreement on the importance of investing in research and development into technologies that will help reduce emissions, such as renewable energy sources and the capture and storage of carbon. The US spends more than $5bn $5bn (€4bn, £2.8bn) a year on technologies and research related to climate change.

____________________________________________________________________________

The Scotsman: Visits that arouse animal passions 

Danielle DeVeau Crawford 

28 May 2005
SOMEONE told me It's all happening at the zoo. I do believe it, I do believe it's true. 
It's a light and tumble journey 
From the east side to the park; 
Just a fine and fancy ramble 
To the zoo. 
American songsters Simon and Garfunkel wrote these lyrics nearly 40 years ago, and the sentiment is perhaps more true today than in 1967. Edinburgh Zoo attracts more than 600,000 visitors each year, second only in Scotland to Edinburgh Castle. 

The unique and sustained attraction that the zoo has for its visitors is the rich and fascinating array of living animals in a comfortable and secure setting. In an increasingly urbanised world we are all becoming disconnected from nature yet increasingly aware that we are consequently destroying the very thing that we regard as having true value - life on Earth; biodiversity. 

Edinburgh Zoo is managed by The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS) which celebrates its centenary in four years' time. In 1909 the society set out to study, explore and protect threatened species and habitats around the world and in 1913 constructed and opened the zoo on its current location on Corstorphine Hill. 

Since then the society has grown and evolved into a very diverse organisation that relies on very different skills and programmes to meet its core aims of conservation, education and research. However, all activities in the zoo and those of the RZSS as a whole point in the same direction - biodiversity. 

The entire animal collection at the zoo is a part of a much bigger programme of species conservation. This programme allows coordinators at one zoo to manage the whole population that is dispersed among the many zoos around the world. 

For example, the 40 or so Asiatic lions in European zoos are all part of a single breeding programme managed from London. Diana monkeys from central Africa are part of a programme co-ordinated here at Edinburgh Zoo. 

As more and more species are forced perilously closer to extinction the need to secure their immediate future becomes more pressing. The demand for space in captive breeding programmes and competition for the limited resources that support them is rising each year, forcing regional zoo organisations to prioritise the species that are maintained and bred in zoos and aquariums around the world. 

Today, many animals in captive populations are descended from founders from the early 20th century through many generations of successful breeding. However, as new species are identified for conservation support, new programmes have to be established, new facilities constructed and keepers trained to meet their specific biological needs - complex diets, behavioural patterns and breeding requirements. 

Since 1992 we've all been juggling with this new word "biodiversity". For the first time world leaders have had to put in place strategies that will enable individual countries to protect species of animals and plants and their habitats that are locally and globally important. Last year, Scotland launched its strategy, and the annual Scottish Biodiversity Week is one opportunity to promote the role we can all play in conserving biological diversity in Scotland. Even before this the UK Biodiversity Action Plan enabled local governments to produce their own "roadmaps" for conservation, and the first Edinburgh Biodiversity Action Plan (EBAP) was launched in 1999 and updated last year. 

With so many visitors spending a day at the zoo we recognise what an important role we can play in inspiring people with real examples of biodiversity (our animals). Every species from every continent is surrounded by fascinating facts of biology, evolution and survival, but we can also make these stories fun. There is no better way to engage visitors (and staff) with the wonder of living animals than by getting close up. The sweet, pungent smell of a gorilla, 50 penguins swimming and diving or an armadillo curling into a ball are powerful tools for reminding us of what we have and what we might lose if we don't continue to act. 

In March this year, the RZSS Conservation Fund was launched. The fund enables us to expand on our captive breeding programmes for endangered species and tackle some of the issues that are causing species and habitat decline. 

We are actively involved in project work in many parts of Africa and other parts of the world such as Bolivia and the Falkland Islands. Increasingly our skills as a teaching and learning organisation will extend beyond Edinburgh Zoo, reconnecting many people with the importance of biodiversity in their own country. 

The RZSS and Edinburgh Zoo are already well established along the pathway to celebrate biodiversity, inspire people and engage with nature. 

Danielle DeVeau Crawford is head of development at the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland
____________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Evergreen spirit

Kolkata Newsline, India - May 28, 2005 - Jayanth Jacob  - Sivabrata Chatterjee tells Jayanth Jacob how he learned about pollution control in post-World War II ’Marshall Plan’ Europe when the concept was still an infant. In 1959, he came back home and decided to implement it here
….When Lalu Prasad Yadav announced in the 2004-05 Railway budget that “an environmental-friendly coach toilet discharge system, which envisages total sanitation, would be introduced by 2012”, it was something for Dr Chatterjee to celebrate.  
…“Indian Railways is in a way a big polluter in the country. It generates about 50,000 tonnes of waste, 90 per cent of which is human excreta, from the approximately 96,000 passenger coaches it operates,” points out Dr Chatterjee, who worked in various firms in seven countries before returning to India in 1959. 
“When I first pointed out that this toilet system should be implemented by the Railways, a joint secretary in the Ministry told me that this subject was not under the ambit of the Railways Act”, recalls Dr Chatterjee. But the same proposal was termed “path-breaking” by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=131417 

UN forum on forest preservation ‘a failure’

Bangkok Post, 29 May 2005 – Despite alarming global deforestation rates, estimated at approximately 9.4 million hectares per year, a UN conference on forest preservation ended on Friday with the conference chairman calling the event ‘a failure’.

“At the end, we didn’t agree,” said Columbian chairman Manuel Rodriguez Becerra. “It’s a collective failure.. We were not able to agree in making decisions that are relevant for addressing the huge deforestation, the huge degradation of forests.”

The final resolution from the UN Forum on Forests, held for two weeks at UN headquarters in New York, delayed all decision-making to the next conference scheduled for February 2006.

Mr. Rodriguez Becerra blamed the failure on a fundamental disagreement between some Northern and Southern countries.

“Developing countries say we need strong means of implementation and the developed world says we need strong objectives, and there is not a strong point of encounter between means and goals.” he said.

Many of the world’s forest losses are happening in the tropics, where illegal logging and expanding agriculture lands have had a negative impact. Environmental group Greenpeace singled out Brazil and the United States for resisting specific measures to flight deforestation.


Govt restarts nationwide unleaded gasoline campaign 
Hera Diani, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta, 30 May 2005 - The government has restarted a nationwide campaign promoting the use of unleaded gasoline, imploring suppliers to introduce the fuel to outlets across the country by the end of the year.
….Ahmad said there were other alternatives than refinery modification, if this was thought to be too costly. 
"We can import the High Octane Mogas Component (HOMC), which is the main ingredient for making unleaded gasoline. If that is still too expensive, we could instead buy other additives to produce unleaded gasoline," he said. 
Surendra Suresh from the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) said the technology to produce unleaded gasoline was already available in Asia. 
Indonesia and Laos are the only ASEAN member countries that have still not provided car owners nationwide with unleaded gasoline. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailheadlines.asp?fileid=20050530.A04&irec=3 

SOFTWARE TO HELP GOVT TO TAKE INVENTORY OF HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL
Antara Interactive, New York (ANTARA News/PTI) -- The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) has released a software "toolkit" to help governments take inventory of the hazardous chemicals known as PCBs and assess the risk they pose.
The Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary movements of Hazardous and Other Wastes, which is administered by UNEP, developed the toolkit through experience gathered from PCB-related country projects in Asia and Africa.
In addition to inventory support, the software -- known as the PCB Inventory and Management Decision Supportive Tool (DST) -- will assist government officers and field managers in managing equipment that contains PCBs.
It will also help national or provincial authorities to collect and organise PCB data, and support planning for PCB disposal and trans-boundary movement.
http://www.antara.co.id/en/seenws/?id=4024 


General Environment News

TSUNAMI AFTERMATH / ALERT SYSTEM 
Disaster Warning Centre opens 
Bangkok Post, 31 May 2005 - ANJIRA ASSAVANONDA YUWADEE TUNYASIRI - The National Disaster Warning Centre was officially opened yesterday, five months after the country was hit by the Dec 26 tsunami.
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra declared the centre, on Ratanathibet road opposite the Nonthaburi provincial hall, open and ready for public service.
``Five months after the disaster, Thailand has finally come up with a warning system that is up to standard. I would say we're the first among the tsunami-hit countries to make significant progress in disaster prevention,'' the prime minister said.

…The centre's director, Plodprasop Suraswadi, said it will be connected to the disaster warning centres in Japan and Hawaii.
In the first phase, the centre's mission focuses on earthquakes and tsunamis, but in the long term it will extend to other disasters, including forest fires, floods and air pollution.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/31May2005_news09.php 

Fatherland Front President calls for environmental protection 
Viet Nam News Agency, Vietnam - Ha Noi, May 30 (VNA) - President of the Viet Nam Fatherland Front (VFF) Central Committee  Pham The Duyet has called upon all organisations and individuals in the country to participate in the movement for  environmental protection.
He made his appeal at a meeting in Ha Noi on May 30 in response to World Environment Day (June 5).

 Duyet said that the VFF committees at all levels, member organisations and employees should uphold their sense of responsibility and encourage all organisations and individuals to participate in environmental protection.
He went on to say that VFF committees at all levels should diversify their forms of disseminating information to raise public awareness about the need for environmental protection.
According to the President, over recent years, the party and the state have introduced many policies encouraging environmental protection, which have helped reduce environmental pollution. However, the country's environment is deteriorating and needs the protection of all organisations and individuals, Duyet concluded. – Enditem
http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=32&NEWS_ID=153184 

A shrinking miracle
Taipei Times, Taiwan, Saturday, May 28, 2005,Page 16 (NY TIMES NEWS SERVICE)
DUNHUANG, CHINA - A pool of water known as the Crescent Lake, where East once met West on the Silk Road, is disappearing
 At the bottom of the mountainous dunes once traversed by traders and pilgrims on the ancient Silk Road, Wang Qixiang stood with a camera draped around his neck. He was a modern-day pilgrim of sorts -- a tourist.
… In this desert oasis where East once met West and that is home to one of the world's greatest shrines to Buddhism, the water is disappearing. Crescent Lake has dropped more than 8m in the last three decades, while the underground water table elsewhere in the area has fallen by as much as 11m.
… Farming in Dunhuang also dates to the Han Dynasty, and among the tens of thousands of manuscripts found inside the Mogao Caves was a map that detailed the region's critical water sources. Now, in the village of Zhabacha, about 10km north of the city center, the water table has dropped more than 1.5m in the past five years alone.
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/feat/archives/2005/05/28/2003257003 

_____________________________________________________________________________

ROA Media Update 30-31  May 2005

General Environment News

Leaked G8 Document Exposes Lack of Commitment to Tackling Climate Change

Friends of the Earth (London): Fears that the G8 summit in Gleneagles this July will lack the political will to tackle global warming increased today, following the publication of a document purporting to be a draft G8 communiqué on climate change. Friends of the Earth International said that the leaked document is far too weak, ineffective and lacks urgency. British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, has promised to put climate change at the top of the international agenda at this year’s G8 summit, which will be chaired by the UK. But there are concerns that the USA is digging in its heels and preventing agreement by the world's richest nations to take the type of action that is desperately required to tackle the problem. The publication of a “Draft G8 Text on Climate Change and Sustainable Energy”, posted on a web site [1], has added to these concerns.  Friends of the Earth said that the draft document does not go far enough to deal with a problem that the UK Government's chief scientist described as a bigger threat than international terrorism. The environmental campaign group said that the rest of the G8 nations (who have all ratified the Kyoto Protocol) must increase pressure on the United States (which is alone in not having ratified). Friends of the Earth International’s climate campaigner Catherine Pearce said: "The alarm bells on climate change are ringing, but the world’s richest nations aren’t listening. President Bush is continuing to block attempts by Tony Blair for any meaningful international action on climate change. Fine words are not enough. As a result, this document appears to be more about saving face than saving the planet.  Friends of the Earth's demands for the G8 include [3]: • Agreement on the compelling scientific evidence showing that climate change is already happening and that urgent action is now required to substantially reduce emissions • An agreement by G8 nations for specific, substantial and timetabled cuts in their domestic emissions of greenhouse gases • G8 nations must take radical action at home in order to reduce the impacts of climate change, including a change in consumption patterns and a meaningful switch to the use of renewable sustainable energy sources • G8 nations must stop promoting fossil fuel extraction in developing nations through international financial institutions such as the World Bank and export credit agencies. • G8 governments should immediately phase-in public finance for sustainable clean energy. Friends of the Earth also have concerns about some of the omissions in the draft communiqué. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505270637.html
Quad-Bike Operators to Clean Up Their Act

The Namibian (Windhoek): QUAD-BIKE operators at the coast have suffered severe losses since the public outcry and petition against harmful activities in the desert. James Tromp, owner of Desert Explorers, told The Namibian that the recent outcry against the annual Desert Run had caused a decline of as much as 60 per cent in business for quad-bike operators. He called for better co-operation among all users of the dune belt between Swakopmund and Walvis Bay. The irresponsible actions of some of the more than 800 off-road bikers descending on the coast for the annual event in April resulted in severely scarred gravel plains and dead desert creatures. In reaction, many people from all over the world signed a petition on the Internet asking for a complete ban on quad bikes. Tromp said since the petition started circulating he had noticed a drastic decline in business. An MET official told The Namibian that the organizers of the Desert Run, Bike SA magazine had so far not responded to calls from his office. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505270060.html
Plastic Burning Irks Residents

New Vision (Kampala): MBARARA municipal council residents are worried that the gas emitted from plastics burnt on the streets will give them cancer. Polythene, mineral water bottles and nylon sacks are burnt in the compound of Makhan Singh Market on Victor Bwana Street. The residents of Biafra cell, neighboring the area where the plastics are burnt, said the toxic gasses emitted polluted their homesteads. "We have heard on radios that gasses emitted from burning plastics are toxic," said a resident. Municipal environment officer Herbert Tumwebaze on Tuesday said the council was planning to buy land for a site where to burn the plastics. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505270890.html
People Urged to Use Energy Efficiently

BuaNews (Tshwane): The South African Weather Service predicts that temperatures will plummet across the country this weekend with snowfall already predicted in certain areas. As the mercury drops, many South Africans will find themselves using more energy, particularly electricity to keep warm. However, government, electricity utility Eskom and the National Electricity Regulator have asked the nation to be efficient, throughout the winter months when energy usage is at its peak. At the launch of the energy efficiency campaign in Johannesburg recently, Minerals and Energy Minister Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka urged every South African to save energy this winter and the whole year through. "An ongoing public awareness drive, namely the Energy Efficiency Campaign, should continue throughout the year in future in order to achieve our 10 percent target for households by 2015, taking into consideration that changing people's lifestyle is by no means straightforward," she said.  According to the Energy Efficiency Campaign Steering Committee, the common misconception is that being "energy aware" means spending money but there are many ways in which you can turn your home into an energy-friendly zone just by changing a few habits. Reducing the temperature of one's geyser to around 60 degrees and insulating it with a geyser blanket means not adding too much cold water to that steaming bath. Consumers are also advised not to fill up the whole kettle with water when making only one cup of coffee/tea and, choose an oil heater because they are the safest, the most economical and are usually thermostatically controlled.  Energy efficiency can also be applied to the driving of cars. According to partners in this regard, up to five percent of energy is saved by not rushing up to a robot and not pulling off too quickly. http://allafrica.com/stories/200505270573.html
Alliance formed to reduce global deforestation

Plans are in the pipeline to reduce global deforestation rates by ten per cent by 2010. The WWF and the World Bank (WB) yesterday announced and their global program aimed at reducing global deforestation rates. The announcement was made at the fifth meeting of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) as a call to action for the international community and to mark the renewal of their cooperation agreement covering the Alliance for another five years. The present rate of global deforestation is more than 14-million hectares a year, roughly equal to the size of Greece. Most of the losses occur in the tropics. Known as the World Bank/WWF Alliance for Forest Conservation & Sustainable Use (Forest Alliance), the program will support the establishment of new forest protected areas such as national parks, more effective management of forest protected areas, and improved management of forests outside of protected areas. The Alliance also will help to facilitate regional cooperation and the adoption of policies in support of more effective forest management. http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/?show=67973
Floods disrupt relief efforts in south-eastern Ethiopia
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Floods have disrupted relief efforts in Ethiopia's south-eastern Somali Region with continued population displacement while trucks loaded with relief items have been stuck on the sodden roads for nearly three weeks, a UN relief agency reported Monday. Also, poor access and security issues were restricting the movement of a joint Government and UN assessment team that arrived in the region on 25 May, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. The team, which had gone to re-examine the damage and needs of flood affected areas in Gode, Jijiga, Kebridehar and Degehabur zones, is to recommend appropriate interventions after the exercise. According to OCHA, recent flooding was also reported in Denan area of Gode zone while heavy rains have wreaked parts of Fik zone. Reports from the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR) said heavy rain has caused Sile and Sego rivers in Arba Minch district to burst their banks, displacing over 12,000 farmers in Gamo Gofa zone. An unknown number of livestock have been killed and an extensive area of crop fields destroyed. OCHA said concern has been raised about the possible outbreak of malaria and other epidemic diseases in the affected zone. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng083169&dte=30/05/2005
Uganda VP spearheads national tree planting campaign
Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - Vice President Gilbert Bukenya has appealed to Ugandans of all walks of life to join the national tree planting campaign aimed at maintaining the forest eco-systems in the East African country. His appeal follows the launch of a countrywide tree replanting campaign starting with 800,000 tree seedlings, as the country faces deforestation due to reckless tree felling. "With the participation of every local leader and the citizenry, forests will quickly be replanted in the medium and long terms," Professor Bukenya said Monday during a meeting with officials of the National Forest Authority (NFA). To bolster the campaign, Bukenya tasked the NFA to identify and categorise tree species that can be planted in lowland and highland areas to promote the national tree replanting strategy. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng083195&dte=30/05/2005
Germany to finance Limpopo park develoment
Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - The German government, through the German Development Bank (KFW), has granted 5.8 million euro (7.7 million US dollars) to Mozambique to assist it to develop the Limpopo National Park in the south of the country. Tourism Minister Fernando Sumbana and Wolfgang Kroh, of the KFW management, signed the deal on Sunday in Maputo. According to Julieta Lichuge, head of the Department of Parks and Reserves in the National Directorate of Conservation Areas, the funds will cover costs involved in resettling communities currently living inside the park over a five-year period. For Maputo, this is an important step in establishing the Park as part of the Greater Limpopo Trans- Frontier Park, which also includes the Kruger National Park in South Africa and the Gonarhezou Park in Zimbabwe. The Limpopo Park was created out of a former Gaza hunting reserve in 2002, and since then it has been restocked with 2,000 animals (including elephants, wildebeest and impalas), mostly provided by Kruger.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng083213&dte=30/05/2005
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Bahrain

Projects frozen to save coast
A CALL has gone out to ban any new development on beaches in Bahrain's northern area. The Northern Municipal Council agreed at an extraordinary meeting yesterday to freeze any proposals for coastal development.

This follows protests by villagers in Malkiya over a private development which they say has cut them off from their beach. 

A landowner has built a wall surrounding his property on Malkiya beach, extending almost 300 metres into the sea.

Councillors say he has no official building permit and that he has trespassed beyond the limits of his land.

Malkiya residents staged a demonstration last Friday

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=113461&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28072
Qatar

Dolphin milestone
The Dolphin project, an intra-Gulf energy initiative and one of the largest energy projects ever undertaken in the Middle East, will cross a major stride with HH the Heir Apparent Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani laying its foundation stone at Ras Laffan today.

The project designed to produce and supply large quantities of natural gas from Qatar to the UAE for 25 years from 2006, has now reached the “exciting” phase of large-scale engineering and construction, Dolphin Energy said yesterday

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=38408&version=1&template_id=57&parent_id=56
Chemical depots barred from residential areas

WAREHOUSES storing dangerous chemicals should be away from populated areas, said head of the chemical management section at the Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves (SCENR), Mohamed al-Ibrahim.

Stores currently located in residential areas should correct their status in accordance with the new regulations announced by HH the Heir Apparent Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani last week, al-Ibrahim said. 

He added that the council would inspect stores to ensure their compliance with the new regulations. Companies that wish to import hazardous materials should first get permission from the SCENR. This can be done by filling a form, along with providing a material safety data-sheet on the nature and use of the materials, the official said.

The form contains the chemical name of the material, the quantity, type of package, intended use, hazard index, toxicity level, producer’s name and country, storage condition and methods of disposal, if and when needed.

Regarding pesticides, a similar report should be filed, in addition to the areas and date of use, along with the full address of the manufacturing company.

The Ministry of Interior should ensure safe transport while delivering hazardous materials to the stores, and deal with emergency cases, the official said.

The Ministry of the Municipal Affairs and Agriculture should register and permit the use of the pesticides and fertilisers.

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=38539&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
Jordan

RSS holds training programme on cleaner production methods 

Representatives from national industries will be introduced to the mechanism of drafting a work-plan on implementing cleaner production methods. 

A two-day training programme — the fourth for this year — began at the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) yesterday, within the framework of the cleaner production programme undertaken by the society. 

The programme is supported partially by the Swiss Secretariat for Economic Cooperation (SECO) in cooperation with other Swiss institutions including the University of Applied Sciences Basel in Switzerland. 

The society embarked on the Cleaner Production (CP) project in 2004 to help industries yield cleaner and more efficient ways of production, according to a statement released by the RSS. 

The project, a three-year programme designed and run by the CP Unit of RSS Environmental Research Centre (ERC), seeks to help local industrial firms improve the efficiency of the production activities and in turn their competitiveness in the market. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews7.htm
Yemen

Yemen and UAE protecting endangered local bird
Following the guidelines of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), Yemen and the United Arab Emirates have begun taking action for the captive propagation of Houbara buzzards, endemic birds in Yemen. 

The convention is designed to conserve one of the most rare and endangered species of Houbaras in the Arabia Peninsula. 

Some of the birds will be taken to a sanctuary belonging to the Environmental Research Center in Abu Dhabi. 

Eggs from the birds will be collected over the next five years and thirty percent of the preserved offspring will be placed in their original areas of proliferation in Yemen. 

A Yemeni-Emirates team will be studying the migratory Houbara buzzard in Shabwa until the end of this year. The team of experts from Yemen's Ministry of Water and Environment and the Abu Dhabi Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) has researched the ecology of the endangered species in the provinces of Shabwa and Mahra.

The team succeeded in attaching a device to a Houbara buzzard in Mahra enabling it to be tracked by satellite during its migration. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news_6955.php
Dhamar underground water kept intact

Authorities in Dhamar have suspended water withdrawal from 28 wells which had been drilled indiscriminately. 

Since the crackdown on drilling violations was launched three months ago, 28 wells have been found in violation of rules regulating the exploitation of underground water for irrigation. 

The crackdown is a move highly encouraged by the Ministry of Water & Environment and is now being applied in Taiz and other provinces. 

Recently, 40 environment officials and local councilors of Dhamar addressed a number of measures to curb in a trend in indiscriminate drilling for water in the province. 

Owners of track drills were called to sit in on a session that pinpointed the imperative of the regulation of ground water mining in accordance with Cabinet Resolution 277 for 2004. 

Dhamar Governor Abdul-Wahab Al-Durra called on people to be mindful of the need for balance between the water consumed and the water that seeps underground (water withdrawal and water recharge). 

Those present at the session reached a consensus over the need for controlling the movement of track drills and trailers that transport water to qat farms. 

The government instructed all governors last January to enforce Resolution 277. In response, a number of provinces have regulated drill activity. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news_6951.php
UAE

Environment workshops open
The first session of a series of nine environmental workshops got underway in the capital yesterday. 

The workshops that will run until June 13 at the Abu Dhabi Cultural Foundation are the first model project of the Abu Dhabi International Initiative on Environmental Data, launched by the UAE at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa.

According to Mohammed Yusuf Al Jodar, Director of Information Technology at the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda), the workshops are part of a comprehensive plan aimed at striking a balance between socio-economic development and the environmental effects of that development "which do not show until after 10 to 20 years."

He said there is, therefore, the need to adopt a scientific approach in making decision “and this needs information and data base to be made always available for the decision makers.”

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/may/theuae_may853.xml



	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





La Journée mondiale de l' environnement 2005 au Vietnam (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Vietnam_News_Agency:" ��Vietnam News Agency�)


5 de junio – Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente - Planear para el planeta (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Infoecologia:_5_de" ��Infoecologia�)


Städte, in denen es sich gut leben lässt (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Verivox:_Städte,_in" ��Verivox�)


Civic Bodies To Observe Environment Day (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Hindu:_Civic" ��The Hindu�)





TURIN 2006: Focus; UN Approves of TOROC's Attention to Env' (� HYPERLINK  \l "_ANSA:TURIN_2006:_Focus;" ��ANSA�)


Osons penser 2030! (� HYPERLINK  \l "_L'Economiste_(Maroc):_Osons" ��L'Economiste�)


EARTH WEEK Diary of the planet (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Hobart_Mercury_(Australia):" ��Hobart Mercury�)


Iniciarán formalmente las actividades del Pacto Mundial en México (� HYPERLINK  \l "_El_Estatal_(Mexico):" ��El Estatal�)


�� 




















Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

