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Caribbean Net News

Caribbean countries to pursue rainwater harvesting as water supply option

November 17, 2005

ST GEORGE'S, Grenada:  The Caribbean Environmental Health Institute (CEHI) has teamed up with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on an initiative to promote the use of rainwater harvesting (RWH). 

UNEP has been implementing similar pilot projects in Asia, Africa and the Pacific and facilitating the formation of a rainwater partnership. UNEP is now extending this initiative to the Caribbean, through CEHI, using the lessons learnt from other areas, especially from the Pacific Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

Grenada, a typical volcanic island, will be the site of the Caribbean pilot project. It has very recently suffered the devastating effects of hurricanes Ivan and Emily with the resulting impact on water availability and quality, and sanitation. It will be used as a model to illustrate how RHW can be used to augment water supply and the matching sanitation facilities after a disaster. 

Grenada is attractive for the pilot study as it has the volcanic morphology of several other states, but also the islands of Carriacou and Petite Martinique present some of the issues that would be faced by some of the other non-volcanic islands that have little to no surface water.

CEHI will undertake a number of activities in Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique aimed at assessing the current and future utility of rainwater harvesting applications. A programme will then be developed with the input of local stakeholders for implementation. This will then be modified and customized, after appropriate consultations, for CEHI’s other Member States.

“One of the major issues impacting economic and social development, health and safety is the availability of potable water. In Caribbean Small island Developing States (SIDS), water is a critical issue because these countries are surrounded by the ocean, have limited catchment areas and little storage capacity on land. The situation is worsened by frequent natural disasters such as hurricanes and floods which destroy infrastructure and cause massive damage to the environment,” said CEHI Representative Mr. Lindon Robertson.

Mr. Robertson said that this is simple cost and water supply technology has been practiced for thousands of years, but despite its advantages, it is not widely used in SIDS.

____________________________________________________________________________
KBC

PIEA clarifies on use of leaded fuel

November 17, 2005

The Petroleum Institute of East Africa (PIEA) has dispelled fears of enormous cost implications for owners of vehicles manufactured before 1986 when leaded fuel is phased out at the end of this month. 

PIEA General Manager George Wachira says contrary to speculation,owners of such vehicles will not be required to fit catalytic converters to enable them switch over to unleaded gasoline. 

In a statement Wachira says a study conducted by a global working group Commissioned by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reveals that only owners of Japanese cars built before 1975 and European models built before 1986 will be affected if they continuously drive at speeds of over 100kph. 

He said no adverse effects arising from change over to unleaded fuel have been reported in China, India, Egypt and Ethiopia where there are larger populations of older cars than in Kenya. 

Last week, Energy Minister Simeon Nyachae issued a statement endorsing the phasing out of leaded fuel from the supply chain by November 30th. 

All motorists will now be required to use unleaded fuel, a move that has raised fears among owners of models that were manufactured before unleaded fuel was introduced. 

Nyachae said the Kenya Petroleum Refineries in Mombasa has now been upgraded to enable it start producing unleaded gasoline beginning December 1st. 

Kenya is a signatory to an agreement signed in Dakar Senegal in 2002 which requires all sub-Saharan countries to stop using leaded fuel by the end of this year.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Strategiy

Etisalat sponsors ‘Clean-up the World 2005’

November 16, 2005

Etisalat has announced that it is the main sponsor of the ‘Clean-Up the World 2005’ campaign, an initiative to protect and decontaminate the environment. It is held in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and is themed ‘One World, One Ecosystem, One Humanity’. The Dubai chapter of the campaign is being led by Dubai Municipality.

Ghanim Al Marri, Deputy General Manager, Etisalat Dubai Region, said: “Etisalat lends its support to this initiative immediately. This project touches the lives of millions of people in more than 100 countries, and encourages people through simple and positive steps to protect the environment.”

“The protection and maintaining of the environment is no longer just the concern of a few, but of all peoples, societies and cultures, and respect for the environment is now a measure of the civilization of a society of any size. Etisalat has been in the forefront in the UAE in supporting different initiatives that have brought environmental conservation to the forefront, and considers this a way of serving the society within which we operate”, he added.

This campaign is important as any move towards protecting the environment needs to involve the society at large, including the business sector, Governmental and non-Governmental organizations, and the individual. 

A clean and healthy environment is a vital component in the progress of people and countries.

“Through our focus on the environment now, we hope to establish proactive rather than reactive methods of protection and to enforce this as a common responsibility for the largest organization and the individual. We will be looking at curbing pollution and other environmental hazards at the source and not just working out ways to combat the effects of these pollutants”, he said.

Over 100 countries are participating in this UNEP initiative from around the world. In Dubai, the 2005 campaign will be held from the 22nd to 25th November 2005. Numerous clean-up activities are planned such as marine clean-up, beach clean-up and cleaning up of public spaces. On the sidelines of this, there will be numerous competitions and activities aimed at promoting awareness and instilling a sense of responsibility in each member of society towards the environment.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Pakistan Dawn

Incinerators needed in quake-hit areas

November 16, 2005

ISLAMABAD: Incinerators are urgently needed for proper hospital and solid waste management in the earthquake- affected areas. This was observed during a meeting between United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) damage assessment team and federal environment minister Maj (retired) Tahir Iqbal, here on Wednesday.

The UNEP team, which is conducting damage assessment in the earthquake affected areas, has already submitted its preliminary report to the ministry.

Jurg Zaugg, Jon Anstey and Leif Jonsson of UNEP waste management team briefed the minister about the assessment carried out by the team and the minimum requirements of waste management in the devastated region.

They informed the minister that they had circulated “Do and Don’t” instructions for health care management.

They said the local governments of Bagh and Balakot had adequate resources for proper management of waste not only in towns but also in tented villages.

However, there are issues of waste collection and final disposal during relief and reconstruction phases.

Indiscriminate burning of solid waste and hospital waste posed great danger to the health of people, the experts said, asserting that proper sites for disposing wastes and hygiene promotion were crucial issues.

They have already conducted master trainer courses at Mansehra for mass awareness about hygiene and hoped to secure more funds from Geneva for the local government authorities in the affected areas which lack vehicles for transporting municipal waste.

Environment Minister Tahir Iqbal suggested that they should recommend and explore the possibility of providing incinerators for disposing the waste in these areas. The team said it had not yet done that.

The minister told the team that three issues had to be tackled — hospital waste disposal, solid waste management and removal of debris. He invited the experts to advise on use of shredders or crushing machines for this purpose.

The team informed the minister that International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) had proper incinerators but hospitals in the affected areas pursued worst practices.

They must arrange separate disposal of infectious waste. It should also be ensured that the wastes are not disposed of by indiscriminate burning, piling up on river banks or keeping them open.

The minister said he was interested in evaluation of quantity of debris, selection of sites for disposal of the waste and expert advice on recycling and reuse of material. He hoped the experts would recommend to Geneva to provide technical support and incinerators for disposal of the waste.

_____________________________________________________________________________
di-vi.com

Environmental laws must be enforced to protect the Mediterranean region 

November 16, 2005

 Tougher legislation and political will are needed to tackle the environmental challenges the Mediterranean region is facing says a report launched by the European Environment Agency (EEA). 

The report, "priority issues in the Mediterranean Environment", examines the existing and emerging pollution issues, but also provides a profile for each Mediterranean country. 

The report says that the environmental state of the Mediterranean sea region will not improve until there is the political will to enforce legislations. 

The main problem in southern and eastern Mediterranean countries is the inadequate treatment of urban waste; a problem worsened by the growth in tourism. 

The report established that in such areas, there is lack of technologies and economic conditions to deal with such environmental issues. 

Mr. Paul Mifsud, Coordinator of the UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) said that "this report could be used to focus on alternative policy options which will help regional and national policy makers develop priority policy actions that would have a positive effect on the Mediterranean marine environment." 

The entry into force of the Land-Based Sources Protocol, is an important instrument at a time when new challenges are emerging and threatening marine environment, said Paul Mifsud. 

Professor Jacqueline McGlade, Executive Director of the European Environment Agency said that the main priority in a region which has become the biggest tourist destination in the world, is to enforce the existing environmental laws.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Environmental Data Interactive

Clean up of Iraqi toxic sites begins 

16 November 2005 

A highly polluted former industrial site in Iraq is due to be cleaned up by the UNEP following a study of environmental hot-spots. 

The Al Quadissiya site occupies 50 hectares on a flat plain between the Tigris and Euphrates. It was once a complex of metal plating and machining units manufacturing products including small arms. 

However, the facility was damaged by ground and air strikes during the 2003 invasion of Iraq, and subsequently looted in the aftermath of the conflict. 

A UNEP assessment team report concludes that the most pressing issue to deal with is the dispersed piles of sodium cyanide pellets which were used in the hardening process for small arms manufacture. 

Several tonnes of the acutely toxic compound are believed to be at the site along with heavy metal waste such as lead, nickel and cadmium. 

The UNEP has secured US$900,000 for cleaning up the site which is just one of five 'priority' sites among 50 of the hotspots identified. Some of the money may be used to decontaminate another priority site, the Al Suwaira pesticide warehouse complex 50km south east of Baghdad, although this doesn't pose such a health risk as it has been sealed off from the public. 

The report highlights the fact that Iraq has "a significant legacy of contaminated and derelict industrial and military sites" and warns that the destruction of the country's military arsenal is creating new problems at scrap yards and munitions dumps. 

There are also recommendations covering the oil industry's contaminated sites and one for the establishment of a hazardous waste facility. 

Overall, approximately US$40 million is needed to meet the recommendations in full. 

"Wars, conflicts and the poor environmental management of the previous regime have left their scars on the Iraqi people and the Iraqi environment," said Klaus Toepfor, UNEP's executive director. "If the country is to have a brighter and less risky future it is incumbent on the international community to help the authorities there deal with these pollution hot spots. A good and positive example of capacity building and technology support." 

He said that one of the more positive outcomes of the study was the training it had given Iraqi people from various ministries including the Ministry of Environment which will allow the government to assess and deal with potentially hazardous sites over the coming years. 

The clean up should begin in December this year.

 ___________________________________________________________________________
Other Environmental News

Independent

Climate change map reveals countries most under threat 

17 November 2005 

Scientists have compiled one of the first comprehensive pictures of what the world might be like when climate change begins to trigger a dramatic increase in epidemics, disease and death. 

Teams of specialists have assessed the scale of the dangers to human health when changes in the climate lead to higher incidences of weather extremes, such as high temperatures, floods and drought.

The findings - published today in the journal Nature - come weeks before world leaders meet in Montreal to discuss climate change at the first Conference of Parties to the Kyoto Protocol.

Global warming is likely to lead to an increase in the number of infectious diseases and respiratory illnesses. It will also raise the risk and severity of flooding, and reduce the availability of clean drinking water to millions of people. The studies also found that the countries most likely to be affected by global warming were those least able to combat its effects. Meanwhile, the nations who contribute most to climate change are those that will suffer the least.

Professor Jonathan Patz of the University of Wisconsin in Madison, the lead author of one of the studies, said that it was incumbent on those countries bearing the greatest responsibility for climate change to show moral leadership.

He said: "Those least able to cope and least responsible for the greenhouse gases that cause global warming are most affected. Herein likes an enormous global ethical challenge."

The World Health Organisation (WHO) estimated that changes to the earth's climate was already causing about five million extra cases of severe illness a year and more than 150,000 extra deaths.

By 2030, however, the number of climate-related diseases was likely to more than double, with a dramatic increase in heat-related deaths caused by heart failure, respiratory disorders, the spread of infectious diseases and malnutrition from crop failures.

Countries with coastlines along the Indian and Pacific Oceans and sub-Saharan Africa would suffer a disproportionate share of the extra health burden, said Diarmid Campbell-Lendrum, of the WHO, who took part in the latest study.

"Many of the most important diseases in poor countries, such as diarrhoea and malnutrition, are highly sensitive to climate," Dr Campbell-Lendrum said. "The health sector is already struggling to control these diseases and climate change threatens to undermine these efforts," he said.

Scientists estimate that man-made emissions of greenhouse gases are likely to lead to increases in global average temperatures of between 1.4C and 5.8C by the end of the century.

The number of people at risk of flooding by coastal storm surges is projected to increase from the current 75 million to 200 million by 2080, when sea levels may have risen by 40 centimetres.

A separate study of how rising temperatures will affect water supplies found that severe shortages were likely to affect up to a sixth of the world's population who currently rely on melting snow and glacial "fossil" ice.

Parts of China and India, where vast population centres rely on melting ice from the Himalayas for their supply of drinking water, are highly vulnerable to global warming, the study found.

People living west of the Andes are also likely to suffer from a dwindling water supply once the glaciers have disappeared, the study found. Peru had already suffered a 25 per cent reduction in water supplies over the past 30 years. "Climate warming is a certainty and the bottom line in this analysis is that the impact of warming and the long-term prognosis is clear and very dire," said Tim Barnett of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla, California.

"It's especially clear that regions in Asia and South America are headed for a water-supply crisis because once that fossil water has gone, it's gone." 

Scientists have compiled one of the first comprehensive pictures of what the world might be like when climate change begins to trigger a dramatic increase in epidemics, disease and death. 

Teams of specialists have assessed the scale of the dangers to human health when changes in the climate lead to higher incidences of weather extremes, such as high temperatures, floods and drought.

The findings - published today in the journal Nature - come weeks before world leaders meet in Montreal to discuss climate change at the first Conference of Parties to the Kyoto Protocol.

Global warming is likely to lead to an increase in the number of infectious diseases and respiratory illnesses. It will also raise the risk and severity of flooding, and reduce the availability of clean drinking water to millions of people. The studies also found that the countries most likely to be affected by global warming were those least able to combat its effects. Meanwhile, the nations who contribute most to climate change are those that will suffer the least.

Professor Jonathan Patz of the University of Wisconsin in Madison, the lead author of one of the studies, said that it was incumbent on those countries bearing the greatest responsibility for climate change to show moral leadership.

He said: "Those least able to cope and least responsible for the greenhouse gases that cause global warming are most affected. Herein likes an enormous global ethical challenge."

The World Health Organisation (WHO) estimated that changes to the earth's climate was already causing about five million extra cases of severe illness a year and more than 150,000 extra deaths.

By 2030, however, the number of climate-related diseases was likely to more than double, with a dramatic increase in heat-related deaths caused by heart failure, respiratory disorders, the spread of infectious diseases and malnutrition from crop failures.

Countries with coastlines along the Indian and Pacific Oceans and sub-Saharan Africa would suffer a disproportionate share of the extra health burden, said Diarmid Campbell-Lendrum, of the WHO, who took part in the latest study.

"Many of the most important diseases in poor countries, such as diarrhoea and malnutrition, are highly sensitive to climate," Dr Campbell-Lendrum said. "The health sector is already struggling to control these diseases and climate change threatens to undermine these efforts," he said.

Scientists estimate that man-made emissions of greenhouse gases are likely to lead to increases in global average temperatures of between 1.4C and 5.8C by the end of the century.

The number of people at risk of flooding by coastal storm surges is projected to increase from the current 75 million to 200 million by 2080, when sea levels may have risen by 40 centimetres.

A separate study of how rising temperatures will affect water supplies found that severe shortages were likely to affect up to a sixth of the world's population who currently rely on melting snow and glacial "fossil" ice.

Parts of China and India, where vast population centres rely on melting ice from the Himalayas for their supply of drinking water, are highly vulnerable to global warming, the study found.

People living west of the Andes are also likely to suffer from a dwindling water supply once the glaciers have disappeared, the study found. Peru had already suffered a 25 per cent reduction in water supplies over the past 30 years. "Climate warming is a certainty and the bottom line in this analysis is that the impact of warming and the long-term prognosis is clear and very dire," said Tim Barnett of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla, California.

"It's especially clear that regions in Asia and South America are headed for a water-supply crisis because once that fossil water has gone, it's gone." 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Dutch proposes tighter CO2 limits
November 17, 2005

AMSTERDAM - The Dutch government wants to tighten carbon dioxide pollution limits for industry to meet its commitments under the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, the environment ministry said on Wednesday. 

France this week announced plans to boost the use of solar power and to hit motorists with higher taxes on the worst polluting cars as it beefs up the fight against global warming. 

Many European governments face difficulty meeting their Kyoto targets as pollution from industry, households and the transport sector has been rising. 

The Netherlands plans to cut carbon dioxide (CO2) pollution from factories and power stations by three percent in 2008-2012, the first period covered by the Kyoto Protocol. 

The draft proposals would tighten the CO2 limits for Dutch companies covered by the European Union's emissions trading scheme which launched this year in a bid to meet targets set under the Kyoto Protocol. 

"The draft decision has been submitted in parliament for discussions," the environment ministry said in a newsletter. 

"A final decision will be made in the spring of 2006." 

The proposals come as officials from 150 countries prepare to meet in Montreal on November 28 for a UN climate change summit to seek ways to curb greenhouse gas emissions after the first phase of the Kyoto Protocol ends in 2012. 

The environment ministry wants to lower by three percent the amount of CO2 industry can emit in 2008-2012, compared with limits in 2005-2007, the first phase of the EU trading scheme. 

European governments have until June 2006 to submit final proposals on how they plan to reduce pollution in the second phase of the EU scheme to meet their Kyoto targets. The plans then need European Commission approval. 

The Dutch proposals call for a limit 108.6 million tonnes a year in 2008-2012. The Netherlands has in place a limit 112 million tonnes a year for 2005-2007 -- phase one of the EU trading scheme. 

Analysts say CO2 limits across much of the EU are expected to be tougher in 2008-12 as Europe chases Kyoto reduction targets which apply to that period. 

The Kyoto treaty requires developed nations to cut their emissions of greenhouse gases by 5.2 percent from 1990 levels by 2008-2012. 

In addition to curbing CO2 at home, the Netherlands is looking to buy large numbers of additional credits from emissions-reducing project in developing countries to help it meet Kyoto targets, according to brokers.

_____________________________________________________________________________
BBC News

Tsunami warning system under way  

November 16, 2005

The buoys will send signals to scientists on land 

The first stage in the installation of a tsunami early-warning system has got under way off the coast of Indonesia. 

After eight months of designing, testing and surveying, the first two early-warning buoys are ready. 

In a joint project with the Indonesian government, a German research vessel is sailing towards the coastal waters of Sumatra where they will be deployed. 

Aceh, in the north of Sumatra island, bore the brunt of last December's devastating earthquake and tsunami. 

The buoys are seven metres (22ft) long from the stem, which sits under the water, to the bright yellow scaffolding which houses the scientific instruments above the surface. 

They will be connected to pressure sensors placed on the sea bed. 

Click here to see how the system will work 

If they sense something unusual, the buoys are programmed to beam the information via satellite to a central station back on the Indonesian mainland. 

It is then the responsibility of the scientists to interpret the data and decide whether to raise the alarm. 

'A big step' 

But this is new technology and, as one of the Indonesian scientists on the team, Ridwan Sjamsuddin, explained, everybody will need time to get used to it. 

 This project has a key role for the safety of lives here in the Indian Ocean area - this is the front line 

Reinhold Ollig, German Ministry of Education and Research 

"Indonesian scientists and German scientists are still learning how the buoys will be operating, actually, but at least this is a big step," he said. 

"If the receiving station can receive the data, that's another big step." 

It is a gradual process. For the time being tsunami warnings will be sent to coastal communities by text messages to mobile phones or by e-mail. 

A system of sirens, which should reach more people more quickly, is planned for the future. 

On the front line 

As Reinhold Ollig of Germany's ministry of education and research made clear, getting the system right here in Indonesia will be crucial. 

"This is the most dangerous area for the whole Indian Ocean," he said. 

"So this project, what we are doing together with our Indonesian friends, this has a key role for the safety of lives here in the Indian Ocean area. This is the front line." 

There is almost universal agreement that the Sumatran fault line is still unstable and therefore another big earthquake is likely. 

Nobody knows when, but with luck the next time there should be a better warning system and that could save thousands of lives. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Rising sea levels threaten New Jersey: study

November 16, 2005 

PHILADELPHIA - Rising sea levels caused by global warming could shrink New Jersey by up to 3 percent in the next 100 years, U.S. scientists warned on Wednesday.

The Princeton University researchers also projected that as much as 9 percent of the state's low-lying land could be hit by periodic coastal flooding in a trend that would devastate property, disrupt wildlife, erode beaches, and salinate drinking water in populated areas.

"Sea level rise is a significant and growing threat to New Jersey," Princeton professors Matthew Cooper, Michael Beevers and Michael Oppenheimer wrote in the report titled "Future Sea Level Rise and the New Jersey Coast."

Coastal development, which has surged in recent years, is increasingly susceptible to inundation by rising sea waters, the erosion of beaches and low-lying areas, and storm-induced flooding, the report said.

New Jersey's coastal counties, which contain about 60 percent of the state's 8.6 million people, are vulnerable to rising sea levels because of a flat coastal plain, a gently sloping shoreline and barrier islands, beaches and salt marshes.

The combination can produce extensive shoreline changes with relatively small rises in sea level, the report said.

New Jersey authorities have responded to the threat by taking steps such as reinforcing flood-prone structures and building up dunes, but those efforts are likely to fail, it said.

The best response to rising sea levels is to restrict development in vulnerable coastal areas, the researchers concluded.

The authors called for a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, which many scientists believe lead to global warming, as the most effective way of reducing the rate of sea-level rise.

Cutting emissions would have a limited effect on sea levels over the next 50 years, but it could slow the rate by 2100 and beyond, the report said.

Worldwide, sea levels are expected to rise between 0.09 and 0.88 meter (0.29 and 2.88 feet) between 1990 and 2100, the report said, citing figures from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

In New Jersey, the rise is projected at an overall 0.71 meter (2.3 feet) over the period.

_____________________________________________________________________________
BBC 

Reptile fossil is 'early turtle'  

November 16, 2005

A fossil reptile discovered in Brazil may be the oldest known creature that resembles a modern turtle. 

The 120-million-year-old find is linked to present-day representatives by its heavily webbed, paddle-shaped foot - an adaptation to life in the sea. 

Soft tissue has been preserved on the specimen, allowing scientists to confirm the webbing rather than infer it from the length of the foot bones. 

A University of Portsmouth team publish details in the journal Palaeontology. 

Representatives of the turtle lineage are known from the fossil record as far back as 200 million years. But these examples look more like tortoises, suggesting they were still very much adapted to life on land. 

The latest find has front feet shaped like paddles, much like modern turtles. 

Halved shell 

"Tortoises have very short foot bones and not very much soft tissue," lead author Sarah Fielding, of the school of Earth and environmental sciences at Portsmouth, told the BBC News website. 

This juvenile turtle is also being studied 

"This specimen has slightly longer foot bones and quite a lot of webbing in between. 

"We're fortunate the deposit it was found in has fine mud which has preserved the webbing - which is quite rare for turtles." 

But the hind feet in this specimen seem to be more tortoise-like, suggesting this creature was not fully adapted to a marine lifestyle and spent some significant amount of time on land. 

The fossil, which is broken in half, was found by the researchers in a spoil heap of rocks taken out of a small quarry. The rocks belonged to Lower Cretaceous beds of the Crato Formation. 

"We have an incomplete slab, so it may once have had a skull as well. It's a real enigma and we don't have the other bits. It's possible somebody found the other half and it is somewhere else being looked at." 

New species 

However, the researchers have enough of the specimen to determine it belongs to a new species, which they have named Araripemys arturi. 

Ms Fielding, Darren Naish and David Martill from Portsmouth found that the specimen differs in some important ways from another fossil turtle from the same formation called Araripemys barretoi. 

"The original species - barretoi - has arrow-shaped claws which are quite odd generally in turtles. This one has very simple claws," Ms Fielding explained. 

"And the shape of the shell is slightly squared off at the back. So it's got a bit of a J-Lo." 

Its shell is also pitted, a characteristic of modern "soft-shell" turtles. These lack a keratin covering on the bony component of their shells. 

The researchers have also found a juvenile turtle specimen from the same formation in Brazil, which shows even more preservation of soft tissue. It is currently being described for publication in a scientific journal. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain
	Cars 'pose threat to environment'


The alarming increase in the number of cars in Bahrain could seriously harm the environment if people continue to own more cars than necessary, a traffic expert has warned. There are currently over 280,000 cars that are emitting harmful carbon monoxide in the environment, said Bahrain University's Centre for Road and Traffic Studies director Dr Abdulrahman Al Janahi. "Bahrain's horizon isn't the same as it was just a few years ago," Dr Al Janahi told the GDN.  "This is due to the carbon monoxide emissions from vehicles in addition to emissions from factories." He said the annual growth rate of car ownership in Bahrain was between six per cent to 8pc, which was very high for a country with an average annual population growth of only 2.5pc to 5pc. 
Dr Al Janahi said the number of car ownership ratio in Bahrain was "too high for a country that is so small and the ratio is still increasing alarmingly".
"Bahrain already has a very efficient and a high quality public transport system that isn't being used as much as it should.

Source: Gulf Daily News, 13 November 2005
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=126802&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28238
Saudi Arabia

Forum Focuses on New Water, Power Technologies

The first conference in Saudi Arabia on water issues was highlighted on its first day with the signing of a memorandum of understanding between a British and a Saudi company worth $50 million on its initial stage for a sewage and water treatment project in Jeddah. The “2005 Jeddah Water and Power Forum” opened yesterday under the auspices of Makkah Governor Prince Abdul Majeed and with the presence of the Minister of Water and Electricity Abdullah Al-Hussayen, Fuhaid Al-Sharif, governor of Saline Water Conversion Corporation, Amr Al-Dabbagh, governor of Saudi Arabia General Investment Authority, Dr. Ghassan Al-Sulaiman, chairman of Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry and a number of dignitaries.

Source: Arab News, 13 November 2005
http://www.arabnews.com/?page=6&section=0&article=73138&d=13&m=11&y=2005
Oman

Over 1,500 students to join essay contest

More than 1,500 students from 16 Arabic and English schools across Oman will take part in an essay competition here aimed at promoting environment awareness among schoolchildren. Three winning entries from each school, to be evaluated by a panel of judges, will be selected for cash prizes. The best three schools will receive trophies as well as cash rewards, organizers of the 'Pure Life Essay Writing Competition', National Heaters Industries, said. Students of classes VII, VIII and IX are eligible to participate and the topic is 'Water and Healthy Living'. "The idea is to provide greater awareness of the environment to children," a spokesman for National Heaters said.

Source: Khaleej Times, 11 November 2005
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2005/november/middleeast_november308.xml


Sultan Qaboos prize in environment presented

The joint winners of the 2005 Sultan Qaboos Prize for Environmental Conservation — the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) of Australia and Dr Ernesto C Enkerlin-Hoerflich, President of National Commission of Natural Protected Areas of Mexico, were presented with the award at a ceremony in Budapest on Wednesday.  Minister of Education and Chairman of the Oman National Committee for Education, Culture and Science Yahya bin Saud Al Sulaimi handed over the prize in the presence of the Director-General of Unesco, Koichiro Matsuura, senior scientists, academicians and environmentalists, including seven Nobel laureates. 

Source: Khaleej Times, 12 November 2005
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2005/november/middleeast_november331.xml


Qatar

Environment Day observed

Qatar’s hydrocarbons sector, led by Qatar Petroleum, have celebrated QP Environment Day at an event inaugurated by Second Deputy Premier and Minister of Energy and Industry, Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah. LNG producer, RasGas, in association with Qatar’s Ministry of Education and Qatar Petroleum (QP), released the fairytale ‘Hamda and the Talking Fish’ during the event, which was held at the Qatar International Exhibition Centre. RasGas officials said the story, which focuses on how human beings can live in harmony with the natural environment, also aims at teaching children to respect and protect the environment. 

Source: Khaleej Times, 13 November 2005
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2005/november/middleeast_november362.xml

U.A.E

RAK to get hi-tech sewerage system

In order to provide the emirate’s residents with a healthy living environment, work is apace to establish a sewerage system covering almost all the areas of Ras Al Khaimah. The new system — the first of its kind in the emirate — is aimed at improving the emirate’s environment, reducing pollution, and enhancing the living conditions of its people. “The new project is an inseparable part of the large-scale development strategy adopted by the RAK Government,” Shaikh Mohammed bin Kayed, Chairman of RSA, told Khaleej Times.

Source: Khaleej Times, 11 November 2005
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/november/theuae_november226.xml
EEG and Al Safi club ink 3-year pact to promote ecology

To formalize its partnership in actively promoting environmental awareness, the Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) and the Saudi Arabian-based Al Safi Club for Friends of the Environment (Al Safi-Danone) yesterday signed a three-year agreement on the joint undertaking of various projects. Under the agreement, EEG and Al Safi-Danone will work closely on a variety of projects like educational workshops, competitions, recycling campaigns, publications, corporate programmes and the Clean-Up UAE campaign which will be carried out across the seven emirates. According to Mohammad Al Sarhan, Managing Director of Al Safi-Danone, the collaborative endeavor will provide benefits to society and the environment of the UAE. "The agreement would facilitate an exchange of experience and expertise in environmental measures among active organizations in the region," Al Sarhan said.

Source: Khaleej Times, 13 November 2005
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/november/theuae_november286.xml
Work starts on sewage project in Fujairah

Construction works have started in connection with the Dh542 million sewage project in Fujairah being implemented under a governmental plan for the Emirate to upgrade the living standards of its residents and provide them complete infrastructure facilities in a clean environment. The project will comply with all environmental laws in the United Arab Emirates and Fujairah, to produce treated water for multiple purposes, instead of the other highly expensive means of tapping underground water or manufacturing water by desalination process. He clarified that the company chose the best international technologies used in treating sewage water in an economical way to provide big amounts of treated water.

Source: Khaleej Times, 14 November 2005
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/november/theuae_november314.xml
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Iraq: Annan deeply concerned by reported abuse of Iraqi detainees 

16 November - In the wake of the reported abuse of a large number of detainees at an Iraqi interior ministry building, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today recalled that the United Nations has repeatedly voiced concern over ongoing human rights violations in Iraq, and specifically the lack of due process for detainees and the ill treatment they have endured. 

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said he was "deeply concerned" by the latest reports and welcomed the immediate investigation announced by Iraqi Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari as well as the Prime Minister's statement that such practices are completely contrary to Iraqi Government policy. 

He noted that the UN Assistance Mission to Iraq (UNAMI) had most recently expressed its concerns over ongoing abuses in its second bimonthly report on the human rights situation in the country earlier this month. 

The report painted a grim picture of civilian bloodshed and rights abuses fuelling a pervasive climate of fear, and recommended that the country's authorities focus on fighting lawlessness and impunity. 

"The right of victims to timely justice and redress should be central to any strategy to combat violations," the report said. "Iraq would benefit from enhanced accountability systems and increased efforts to combat impunity for crimes committed by all sides of the conflict." 

Opening Tunis Summit, Annan calls for action on technology for the poor 

16 November - The time has come to move beyond broad discussions of the “digital divide” – the gap in communications technology between rich and poor – to outlining a specific plan to give people access to the technologies they need and the education to use them effectively, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan told a major world meeting in Tunisia on the subject today. 

“The hurdle here is more political than financial. The costs of connectivity, computers and mobile telephones can be brought down,” he told the opening plenary of the second phase of the Tunis World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) meeting, which runs through 18 November. 

“These assets – these bridges to a better life – can be made universally affordable and accessible. We must summon the will to do it,” he continued, saying the technologies provided opportunities for development and poverty reduction. 

“Those opportunities are immense,” he said, noting that in Africa and other developing regions, the rapid spread of mobile telephones and wireless telecommunication has spurred entrepreneurship, and helped small businesses take root, particularly those run and owned by women. 

In addition, he said doctors in remote areas have gained access to medical information on tropical diseases and students have been able to tap into world-wide databases of books and research. Early warning of natural disasters has improved, and relief workers have been able to provide quicker, better-coordinated relief. 

“The same opportunities – and other, new ones – can be given to many more people in the developing world,” he said. 

Mr. Annan also emphasized that freedom is the information society's “very lifeblood,” enabling citizens everywhere to benefit from knowledge, journalists to do their essential work, and citizens to hold government accountable. “Without openness, without the right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers, the information revolution will stall, and the information society we hope to build will be stillborn,” he declared. 

Refuting the myth that the UN wants to “take over” police or otherwise control the Internet, he reminded the session that the UN consists of its Member States and can only want what those States agree on. “And as I understand it, what we are all striving for is to protect and strengthen the Internet, and to ensure that its benefits are available to all.” 

Affirming that the United States deserves thanks for having developed the Internet, making it available to the world and exercising its oversight responsibilities fairly, he said he believed most participants agreed that day-to-day management of the Internet must be left to technical institutions. 

“But I think you also all acknowledge the need for more international participation in discussions of Internet governance issues. The question is how to achieve this. So let those discussions continue,” he said. 

Prior to Mr. Annan’s statement, President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali of Tunisia welcomed the participants to Tunis-Carthage, which he called the “ancient city of dialogue,” for the purpose of building a knowledge and communication society that will ensure a brighter future for all of humanity. 

Making a strong plea for freedom of expression in all media, President Samuel Schmid of Switzerland also pointed to the need for technological infrastructure development, adequate training for new users and relevant content development. 

The opening ceremonies also included addresses from Secretary-General Yoshio Utsumi of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), and representatives of business and civil society. 

In the afternoon plenary, other national, corporate and non-governmental leaders emphasized the need for international, regional and cross-sectoral cooperation to spread access to critical communications technologies. The focus on free speech for all communications media continued as well. 

Mr. Annan, remarking on the intense debate over free expression and other human rights at the Summit at a press conference this afternoon, said: "when such a discussion takes place, it can only be beneficial to the society concerned and other societies around the world." 

Meanwhile, on the sidelines of the Summit, Mr. Annan had a full schedule of bilateral meetings, along with a short trilateral meeting with President Abbas and Foreign Minister Shalom. He also met separately today with both, discussing the importance of holding Palestinian elections as scheduled and other Middle East matters, according to a UN spokesperson. 

In addition, he met with Huang Ju, Executive Vice Premier of China, with whom he discussed avian influenza, the spokesperson said. With President Emile Lahoud of Lebanon, Mr. Annan conferred on matters concerning Lebanon, Syria and regional stability. Among his other scheduled meetings today are those with the Presidents of Algeria, Nigeria and Sudan. 

Also at the Summit today, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, José Antonio Ocampo launched the Global Centre for Information and Communications Technology (ICT) in Parliament, which seeks to empower legislatures by reinforcing their capacity to harness new technologies. 

In Tunis as well, the parallel World Electronic Media Forum continued its examination of the role of the media in the digital age, with a discussion of cultural diversity and dialogue among civilizations. 

The discussion at that meeting focussed on "North-South content imbalance," or the perceived problem that most media content comes from a few industrialized countries. 

At UN information summit, agreement reached on Internet management 

16 November - A non-profit United States-based body will remain in charge of technical management of the Internet, according to an agreement reached late last night on one of the most contentious issues in the lead-up to the Tunis phase of the United Nations World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which opened today. 

The agreement, which will make up part of the Summit's outcome document, contains a number of breakthroughs, according to a spokesperson for the Summit, which runs through Friday and aims to open access to information technology to the world's poorest communities. 

According to the agreement, the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) will retain ultimate oversight for the system, but individual countries will manage their own country-code Top-Level Domains. 

In addition, it recognizes that all governments have equal roles and responsibilities when it comes to Internet governance. In that light, it asks Secretary-General Kofi Annan to convene a new, democratic Internet governance forum, which would have no oversight function and would not replace existing arrangements, but would allow for dialogue among stakeholders. 

The purpose of this exchange would include working toward making the Internet more multilingual, supporting local content development and addressing "many cross-cutting international public policy issues that require attention and are not adequately addressed by the current mechanisms," according to the draft outcome document. 

The issue had become highly controversial in recent weeks, with UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan repeatedly dispelling rumours that the UN wanted to take over Internet governance. 

"What we are all striving for is to protect and strengthen the Internet, and to ensure that its benefits are available to all," Mr. Annan said this morning, affirming that the United States deserves thanks for having developed the Internet, making it available to the world and exercising its oversight responsibilities fairly. 

UN experts call on Tunisia to respect human rights as information summit opens 

16 November - On the same day that the United Nations world information summit opened in Tunisia, three UN human rights experts today urgently called on the North African county’s Government to take immediate steps to respect the fundamental freedom of expression in the face of reports of serious abuses. 

They urged that the holding of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in Tunis serve as “an opportunity to reinforce freedom of opinion and expression in Tunisia so that human rights defenders, judges, lawyers and journalists can successfully carry out their activities in a secure, free and constructive climate.” 

In a joint statement, they expressed their “profound concern” at the deterioration with regard to freedom of expression, assembly and association and the independence of judges and lawyers in Tunisia. 

The three are Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative on human rights defenders, Hina Jilani, the Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Ambeyi Ligabo, and the Commission’s Special Rapporteur on the independence of judg's and lawyers, Leandro Despouy. 

Special Rapporteurs are unpaid experts serving in an independent personal capacity who receive their mandate from the Commission and report back to it. 

In their statement, the three stressed that they have received numerous reports of repeated attacks on human rights organizations and their members, as well as against judge's, lawyer's and journalist's associations. 

“The Special Rapporteurs and the Special Representative express their deep concern in the face of numerous cases of fines, forced transfers, physical attacks, arrests, condemnations and imprisonment of civil society members and judges for having publicly raised human rights issues and expressing their opinion,” they said. 

They also voiced their concern over reports of obstacles to the freedom of association encountered by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and labour unions, including systematic bans on meetings by human rights organizations and those of journalists, judges and lawyers, as well as police clampdowns on their offices and “physical violence” perpetrated by security forces. 

“The Special Rapporteurs and the Special Representative urgently call on the Tunisian Government to take immediately all measures necessary to respect fundamental freedoms, in particular fundamental norms with regard to freedom of opinion and expression, association and gathering, as well as with respect to the independence of judges and lawyers,” the statement said. 

“They call for the holding of the World Summit on the Information Society to serve as an opportunity to reaffirm the importance of freedom of opinion and expression in the world, in particular for the promotion and protection of human rights.” 

In Beirut, UN official fully backs Mehlis probe, urges Syria's full cooperation 

16 November - Continuing meetings in Beirut today, a senior United Nations official emphasized his confidence in Detlev Mehlis' investigation into the assassination of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and issued a renewed plea for Syria to cooperate fully with that probe so that the crime does not go unpunished. 

At a news conference following his meeting with Lebanese Prime Minister Fuad Siniora, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Ibrahim Gambari said "there is no real option but for Syria to cooperate" with the UN International Independent Investigation Commission (UNIIIC). 

Mr. Gambari rebuffed false accusations against Mr. Mehlis, a German prosecutor. "The impression that Mehlis is obstinate and inflexible is not true," he said. "We have full confidence in Mehlis as an impartial, professional prosecutor and we see from all our conversations that everybody in Lebanon is committed to getting to the truth of what happened in the assassination of former Prime Minister Hariri and others because the culture of impunity must not be allowed to stand." 

On Security Council Resolution 1559, which outlined a number of priorities for Lebanon, such as the disbanding of militias, Mr. Gambari said several issues must yet be resolved. "We acknowledge that this has to be through a process that is led by Lebanon and through national dialogue without preconditions or artificial deadlines," he said. 

Mr. Gambari also announced that the mandate of Geir Pederson, originally the Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, has now been expanded to cover all of Lebanon and to encompass economic and social development issues, in addition to matters of peace and security. 

The Under-Secretary-General said Mr. Annan had come to this decision "so that all the issues of sovereignty, of independence, of stability will be discussed in a coordinated manner." 

At the same time, Mr. Gambari stressed this Mr. Pedersen will be playing a coordinating role and will not be substituting for other UN bodies carrying out mandates or replacing the UN agencies in Lebanon. 

Looking to the broader picture, Mr. Gambari said, "The stability and the unity of Lebanon is not only good for the Lebanese but is good for the neighbouring countries, for the region and I believe for the world as a whole." 

Annan calls for increased aid to organization that assists Palestinian refugees 
16 November - Increased aid to Palestinian refugees would contribute to stability and hope in the Middle East even as a final, just and practical solution to the problem is sought with renewed vigour after recent positive developments, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

Recent developments in the region, particularly the Israeli disengagement from the Gaza Strip, gave rise to new hope that the peace process could be put back on track, Mr. Annan told the hosts and donors of the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), the main organization for humanitarian aid to those refugees, at their meeting in Amman Jordan. 

That had not yet happened, he noted, saying that all interested parties must try to ensure that this period of hope does not end, as others had, in bitter disappointment. 

"As we do that, the work of UNRWA and what it represents to the four generations of Palestine refugees is indispensable," he said in the message, delivered by Ms. Karen Koning AbuZayd, Commissioner-General of UNRWA. 

Paying tribute to both the resourcefulness of the refugees and the generosity of the donors, he said that "UNRWA's programmes in education, health care, microfinance and other aspects of human development have ensured that the basic humanitarian and human development needs of the refugees are addressed, and have given them hope that their plight is not forgotten." 

Marking the fact that the meeting was taking place in Jordan, Mr. Annan reiterated his sympathy for the family of those killed and wounded in the suicide bombings of three Amman hotels one week ago. 

"Such acts can never be condoned, but must incite us all to confront terrorism and work for peaceful solutions to conflict, in the Near East and throughout the world," he said. 

Later today, after a meeting with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, Mr. Annan reiterated his call for international support, in the context of the agreement on Gaza access that was signed with Israel yesterday. 

“As you know, the Quartet and the United Nations have been working very closely with President Abbas to assist in this process,” he said. “And I think it is important that the international community maintain its assistance and interest in this problem.” 

Praising Mr. Abbas, Mr. Annan reported that the President affirmed that reforms of the Authority will go forward and elections will proceed as planned, with assistance from the UN. 

Mr. Annan also had a short trilateral meeting with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Silvan Shalom. He congratulated them for reaching yesterday’s agreement and said he hoped that all sides will press ahead with implementing it, adding: “This is only a beginning of better days to come.” 

Sudan: senior UN envoy to meet with Darfur rebels on taking part in peace talks 

16 November - Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan 
Pronk, left for South Darfur today for discussions with commanders of the rebel Sudan Liberation Movement and Army on a range of issues, including their participation in the seventh round of peace talks scheduled to start next Monday. 

The talks are being held in the Nigerian capital of Abuja in an effort to end nearly two years of fighting between Government forces, pro-government militias and rebels that has killed some 180,000 people and displaced 2 million others in the western Darfur region. 

The UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) said today the incidence of sexual- and gender-based violence in and around camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) remains a matter of concern throughout Darfur, with cases being reported regularly. 

This week saw two instances of kidnapping of village women in the Masteri and Geneina areas with up to 12 women abducted. Insecurity around Kalma continues, in the absence of intensive police patrolling, UNMIS added. Meetings between IDP leaders and government security forces are giving some hope that the situation may soon improve. 

In southern Sudan, where a peace agreement in January ended a separate two-decades-long conflict between the Government and rebels, a massive UN-supported measles immunization campaign which was due to start in Western Equatoria state on 21 November has been postponed because of inter-ethnic fighting in the state capital of Yambio. 

The campaign, which aims to immunize about 4.5 million children between 6 months and 15 years of age by next year, will begin instead in the Southern Sudanese capital of Juba on 25 November, according to UNMIS. 

Measles vaccination coverage in Southern Sudan is very low and outbreaks common, leading to many avoidable child deaths. Local and international staff preparing for the campaign were among more than 100 UN and non-governmental organization (NGO) staff temporarily relocated from the Yambio area yesterday due to violence. 

Pakistan’s agricultural losses from quake exceed $440 million, UN reports 

16 November - Direct and indirect losses to crops, livestock and irrigation infrastructure from last month’s earthquake in northern Pakistan total more than $440 million, yet the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has as yet received not one cent of the $25 million it has sought for immediate emergency aid. 

“To help these farming communities resume their economic activities as soon as possible, quick impact activities have to be started at once to clear cultivated areas, restock animals, restore land productivity and rebuild livestock shelters and grain storage,” FAO Emergency Operations Service Chief Fernanda Guerrieri said today. 

“Lost or destroyed tools, machinery and equipment also need to be replaced,” she added, releasing the findings of an FAO assessment. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported today that the overall $550 million UN flash appeal for the quake remains under 30 per cent funded, with only 5 per cent of shelter needs and 9 per cent of water and sanitation requirements so far met. 

With a death toll currently estimated at more than 70 000, few families in the earthquake-affected areas escaped the loss of human life, the FAO assessment found. Those affected have also seen a dramatic depletion of their assets. 

With up to 3 million people estimated to have been left homeless, shelter has been reduced to rubble, water and energy supplies have been cut off, and transport systems seriously threatened by unstable link roads and the strong likelihood of further landslides as winter sets in. Financial assets have been badly hit, with cash, jewellery, livestock and other assets buried under collapsed houses. 

“When the earthquake hit, herds of sheep and goats were on their way back from pastures, resulting in a large number of deaths and injuries among pastoralists and their livestock,” Ms. Guerrieri said. In more settled farming systems, buffaloes, cattle and poultry suffered even more severe losses as the structures in which they were kept collapsed. In the worst-affected areas, nearly all the livestock were lost. 

Depletion of livestock continues as abandoned animals die, and others are sold or slaughtered in anticipation of the harsh winter, or due to lack of fodder and shelter. Feed and fodder stocks have been either buried under debris or damaged by the heavy rains that followed the earthquake. 

Major damage was done to field terraces and irrigation and water management structures. In the affected areas, around 50 per cent of the irrigation infrastructure has been damaged. Entire fields have been lost due to land and rock slides. Fruit orchards and farm-machinery were severely damaged. Critical infrastructure, such as farm-to-market roads, agro-processing facilities, and agricultural research, extension and training facilities, has been decimated. 

Funds are required for the provision of seeds, fertilizer, animal feed, tools and animal health services. Technical and logistical support and materials for the rehabilitation of small irrigation schemes, market roads, and agro-processing and storage facilities are also needed. 

Haiti: UN peacekeepers kill four, arrest 33 in new anti-gang operation in capital 

16 November - In their latest anti-gang operation in the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince, 200 United Nations peacekeepers waged an eight-hour gun battle yesterday with heavily armed men who attacked them when they were checking a barricade under construction, killing four of the assailants. 

Thirty-three other gang members were apprehended and turned over to the Haitian authorities, the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) reported. 

There were no civilian or UN casualties in the battle which erupted in the Pele zone of the Cité Militaire area when the blue helmets came under attack by men firing heavy weapons. 

The battle followed several UN search and security operations over the weekend in which one suspect was killed, two people wounded, nine others arrested, weapons seized and stolen vehicles recovered. 

Two other UN posts came under attack yesterday but there were no casualties, according to MINUSTAH, which was set up by the Security Council last year to help to re-establish peace in the impoverished Caribbean country after an insurgency forced elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide to go into exile in February 2004. 

UN marks International Day for Tolerance with call for cultures to learn about each other 

16 November - The growing scourge of intolerance demands a global response based on mutual understanding and respect, United Nations officials said today in commemoration of the International Day of Tolerance. 

"In a world of intense economic competition, shifting populations and shrinking distances, the pressures of living together with people of different cultures and different beliefs from one's own are very real," United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in his message commemorating the Day. 

The resultant backlash is evident in the rise of xenophobia and extremism across the globe and demands our strongest response, Mr. Annan stated, asserting that the need for tolerance is greater today than at any time in the UN's past. 

He stressed the importance of individual initiative in building a culture of tolerance in addition to increased legal protection and education, and noted that tolerance cannot simply mean "passive acceptance of other peoples' perceived peculiarities." 

Instead it must involve "an active effort by all of us to learn more about each other, to understand the wellsprings of each other's differences, to discover what is best in each other's beliefs and traditions. Only through such a process of discovery can we come to realize that what binds us as human beings is far stronger than what divides us men," he said. 

In a message to mark the day, the Director-General of the UN Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization's (UNESCO), Koïchiro Matsuura, said that the protection and promotion of cultural diversity and education in the universal values of human rights, human dignity and respect for and acceptance of others have become the priority concerns, especially in societies that have experienced major crises, or armed conflict. 

"To further the values of tolerance, UNESCO is implementing a global integrated strategy to combat racism, discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance," he noted. 

An example of the real problems generated by intolerance are the increasing challenges faced by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) as it works to protect refugees, returnees and other displaced persons. 

"The rise of intolerance in today's world and the inability of different people to live together threaten peace, the safety of refugees and the social cohesion of societies," High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres said at a press conference in New York earlier this month. 

The International Day for Tolerance is observed on 16 November as an occasion both for tolerance education and for reflection and debate on intolerance. It was set up in 1996 at the initiative of UNESCO. 

Majority of internally displaced Liberians have returned home, UN reports 

16 November - A large majority of internally displaced people (IDPs) in Liberia – 239,000 out of 314,000 registered at the end of the 14-year conflict that tore their country apart – have returned to their original homes in the year since the United Nations peacekeeping mission began a repatriation operation with the transitional government. 

“Returning home is only the first step for many Liberians towards restoring lives that have been affected by many years of conflict,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Alan Doss said in an anniversary statement today. 

“Rebuilding the communities of Liberia is the next step and the UN, the Government of Liberia and other partners will be here to assist in that process.” 

During the past year, nearly 200,000 Liberian refugees have also returned home from neighbouring countries. This is an illustration of the people’s confidence in the peace process, Mr. Doss said. 

He noted that through its community empowerment projects, the UN and implementing partners are rehabilitating schools, clinics, water distribution facilities, roads and bridges in areas of high return to enhance the capacity of war-affected populations to receive returnees. 

Most facilities were destroyed during the war and there was immense loss of trained and experienced personnel particularly in the sectors of health and education. “In order for these projects to succeed, however, the people of Liberia have to be present in their communities and participate in this reconstruction phase,” Mr. Doss said. 

All IDPs holding a valid UN World Food Programme (WFP) card have received resettlement packages and a transportation allowance. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) provides a transportation allowance and packages containing domestic items and sanitary supplies. WFP provides all registered IDPs four-month food rations, which is split in two phases. The first phase is distributed prior to departure and the second two months after return. 

“The return process has been, and continues to be, a major undertaking which required the full commitment of all parties involved as well as the cooperation of all of the citizens of Liberia,” Mr. Doss said. “We urge everyone, particularly the internally displaced persons, to continue to exercise patience and cooperate with all parties towards its implementation and successful completion.” 

High oil prices have only limited impact on tourism growth, UN reports 

16 November - Higher oil prices have so far had limited effect on international tourism growth, with only a small percentage of the increase passed onto consumers in terms of final purchase price, according to the United Nations World Tourism Organization (WTO). 

“While the past oil price peaks had a significant negative impact on tourism through to the economy at large, on this occasion the global economy has remained relatively steady and the inflationary pressure appears to be limited for now,” WTO Secretary-General, Mr Francesco Frangialli said of a recently concluded agency report. 

Unlike previous crises it is not an unexpected shock, but rather a progressive escalation predominantly reflecting a strong demand for energy driven by economic growth. Oil prices might affect the bottom-line results of tourism companies through higher costs. But for the moment consumer confidence is still high and tourism demand has not been affected. 

According to latest data from the International Air Transport Association (IATA), passenger traffic from January through September this year increased by 8.3 per cent, with airlines in the Middle East and Africa reporting double-digit growth rates. 

Demand for international tourism has remained strong through 2005, with WTO estimates showing an expected growth of 5 to 6 per cent in international tourist arrivals, which can be considered exceptional. International tourism is not only on track to consolidate the bumper year it had in 2004 (10.7 per cent), but will also exceed the forecast long-term average growth of 4 per cent. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
16 November 2005
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Pragati Pascale, Spokesperson for the General Assembly President.

**Secretary-General - Iraq

“The Secretary-General was deeply concerned to learn about the reported abuse of a large number of detainees at an Iraqi interior ministry building.  The Secretary-General welcomes the immediate investigation announced by Iraqi Prime Minister Ibrahim Jaafari yesterday.  The Secretary-General also welcomes the Prime Minister’s statement that such practices are completely contrary to Iraqi Government policy.

“The United Nations has repeatedly expressed concern about ongoing human rights violations in Iraq, and specifically the lack of due process for detainees and abuses against them.  Most recently, such concerns were expressed by the United Nations Assistance Mission to Iraq (UNAMI) in its second bimonthly report on the human rights situation in Iraq dated 14 November 2005.”

**Secretary-General in Tunis

In Tunis today, the Secretary-General spoke at the opening of the World Summit on the Information Society, saying that it must be “a summit of solutions” that would lead to information and communications technologies being used in new ways to benefit all social classes.

He emphasized that the United Nations does not want to “take over” the Internet, but to protect and strengthen it to ensure that its benefits are available for all.  And, as I mentioned yesterday, he stressed the importance of freedom and openness to the information society, saying that, without the right to receive and impart information through any media regardless of frontiers, the information revolution will be stillborn.  We have copies of that speech upstairs.

Speaking at a press conference later, he noted the intense debate over free speech and human rights at this summit.  The Secretary-General said that, when such a discussion takes place, “it can only be beneficial to the society concerned and other societies around the world”.

**World Summit on Information Society

Delegations in Tunis reached an agreement on Internet governance late last night, just ahead of the Tunis Phase of the World Summit on the Information Society.  The agreement, which will make up part of the Summit’s Outcome Document, contains a number of breakthroughs, according to the Summit spokespeople.

For example, it recognizes that all Governments have equal roles and responsibilities when it comes to Internet governance.  It also asks the Secretary-General to convene and invite participants “to a new democratic and transparent Internet governance forum”, which would have no oversight function and would not replace existing arrangements, but would allow for dialogue between stakeholders.

Delegates also agreed that, while the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) would still be in charge of technical management of the Internet, individual countries would now manage their own country-code top-level domains.

**Secretary-General Meetings

Earlier today, on the sidelines of the World Summit, the Secretary-General organized a short trilateral meeting with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Silvan Shalom.

The Secretary-General congratulated them for the agreement reached yesterday between Israel and the Palestinian Authority regarding the movement of Palestinian goods and people in and out of the Gaza Strip.  He hoped that all sides will press ahead with implementing that agreement, adding, “This is only a beginning of better days to come.”

The Secretary-General also met separately today with President Abbas.  The President briefed him on the recently agreed measures to ease the movement of goods and people in and out of the Gaza Strip and West Bank.  They also discussed the upcoming elections in the Palestinian Authority.

The Secretary-General told reporters afterwards, “The Palestinians are talented people, but they need help.  They need material help and support to get the job done.”  The transcript of those comments is upstairs.

Among others, he met with Huang Ju, Executive Vice-Premier of China, with whom he discussed avian influenza.  The Secretary-General thanked the Chinese authorities for all the measures they have taken to deal with this disease, saying that international cooperation is the most efficient way to fight it.

The Secretary-General also had a tête-à-tête meeting with President Emile Lahoud of Lebanon.  They discussed the implementation of United Nations resolutions dealing with the situation in Lebanon and Syria.  The President understands the need for all to cooperate with UN resolutions.  They also discussed stability in the region.

The Secretary-General assured President Lahoud that the Security Council wants to get to the truth and find the perpetrators of the attack that killed former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and others.  The Security Council, the Secretary-General told the President, is conscious of the need for stability in the region.

** Lebanon

Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Ibrahim Gambari met in Beirut today with Lebanese Prime Minister Fuad Saniora.

At a news conference following their meeting, Gambari made a renewed plea for cooperation by Syria with the UN independent investigation into the assassination of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and others.  “We are waiting for the concrete manifestation of that cooperation”, he said.

Mr. Gambari also announced that the mandate of Geir Pedersen, originally the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, has now been expanded to cover all of Lebanon and to encompass economic and social development issues, in addition to matters of peace and security.

** Sudan

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, left for South Darfur today where he’ll meet commanders of the Sudan Liberation Movement and Army.

He’ll discuss a range of issues with them, including their participation in the seventh round of Abuja talks scheduled to start next Monday.

Yesterday, I mentioned how fighting between the local population in Yambio, the state capital of Western Equatoria in Southern Sudan, had led to casualties and the looting of a compound run by the World Health Organization, as well as the evacuation of UN and international NGO staff members.

The UN Mission in the Sudan says the staff relocation is temporary, and they’ll return as soon as the situation is normalized.

Unfortunately, the fighting there has led to the postponement of a massive measles immunization campaign that was due to start next week.  There’s more on this in briefing notes from the Sudan, their weekly briefing in Khartoum, upstairs.

**Security Council

The Security Council held closed consultations this morning, in which it was briefed by Ambassador Adamantios Vassilakis of Greece, in his capacity as Chairman of the Council’s sanctions committees for the Sudan and Côte d’Ivoire.

He spoke about the work of the panel of experts for the Sudan, and then about his recent visit to Cote d’Ivoire.

Also, at 3:30 p.m. today, the Council’s Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict will hold a closed meeting.

** Haiti

The UN Mission in Haiti reports UN peacekeepers fought a gun battle with gang members in the Cité Militaire area of Port-au-Prince yesterday and killed four of them.

The Mission said a Brazilian patrol stopped to check on a barricade under construction in the zone when they came under attack by men firing heavy weapons.

The “Blue Helmets” returned fire and called for back-up.  Some 200 UN peacekeepers battled the gangs for about eight hours, the Mission said.  Besides the four killed, 30 other gang members were apprehended and turned over to Haitian authorities.

There were no civilians injured in the battle and no casualties among the peacekeepers.  Two other UN posts came under attack yesterday, the Mission said.  There were no UN casualties.  We have a press release in French upstairs.

**South Asia ’Quake

Turning to the South Asia ’quake, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that the UN flash appeal still remains under 30 per cent funded.  Moreover, only 5 per cent of shelter needs and 9 per cent of water and sanitation requirements have been met.

**Tsunami

And in other news, the Office of the Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery is launching its new website today.  The website features up-to-date data on the tsunami-affected region and ongoing progress in the recovery effort.

[You can visit it at:  www.tsunamispecialenvoy.org.]

**Tolerance

Today is the International Day of Tolerance, which is observed every year to focus the world's attention on tolerance as an essential condition for peace, democracy and sustainable development.

The Secretary-General, in his message marking the day, said, “The need for tolerance is greater today than at anytime in the United Nations’ past”.

He warned of a rising tide of xenophobia and extremism which, he said, “demands our strongest response”.

**Press Conferences

To flag a couple of press conferences this week, the Secretary-General’s report on the Capital Master Plan to the General Assembly is expected to be released tomorrow morning, and we’ve arranged for a senior UN official to brief you on background tomorrow at 1:15 in this room.  We’ll let you know if there are any changes in that schedule.

In response to requests, we are arranging a press conference by members of the International Advisory and Monitoring Board (IAMB) for Iraq, the auditing oversight body, which monitors the Development Fund for Iraq, and we hope that could take place in the next couple of days.  I’ll let you know as soon as it has been scheduled.  As I mentioned, Mr. Halbwachsis away until January, so the idea is to try to bring together the other members so they can talk to you at your request.  And that’s what I have for you today.  Before I turn to Pragati, let me start in the back, with Laura.

**Questions and Answers

Question:  There is a report out that the City College of New York and Yale University are going to be creating a data base of Kofi Annan’s documents and letters.  They’ve already started to meet.  Are they going to be involved in the “oil-for-food” documents, such as his interviews that he gave with investigators?

Deputy Spokesman:  I’m aware of the press reports today that quoted one of the university officials, on behalf of two universities, who made that announcement.  Her name is Dr. Jean Krasno.  She has been authorized to undertake this project.  The Executive Office of the Secretary-General is still reviewing all of its aspects, including its timing and logistics, as well as the archival rules and legal aspects, which must be taken into consideration.  So it’s still a work in progress.  I don’t really have anything more to say on exactly what will be involved.  But yes, we are in discussion with Dr. Krasno.

Question:  As far as this Palestinian-Israeli accord at the moment, what is the understanding of the United Nations?  Who will oversee whether this accord is being faithfully implemented?

Deputy Spokesman:  Let me look into the details on that, because I want to be precise.  [The reporter was told that James Wolfensohn, the Quartet Special Envoy, would help to monitor implementation.]

Question:  One follow-up on the Annan archive would be a specific request.  It would be of great historical interest to have the conclusions of the September Volcker report, as they were before they were rewritten at the Secretary-General’s request, in the archives, so historians can see the changes that were made, even if it’s not immediately.  So I would just like to put that on record.  I have a question about Syria.  The Financial Times reports today that the Secretary-General is trying to reach some kind of compromise between Mr. Mehlis, his requested interviews in Lebanon and Syria, which doesn’t want to send suspects to Lebanon.  Is it true the Secretary-General is intervening in this matter and trying to seek a compromise, and is it helpful given that these are suspected murderers that he should be trying to seek a compromise on their behalf?

Deputy Spokesman:  On that subject, I got back to Mark Turner and the rest of you in an announcement yesterday afternoon.  I can confirm that the Secretary-General did speak to President Assad the day before yesterday in the context of urging cooperation from the Syrian authorities as it relates to the Mehlis investigation.  That’s all I have to say on that subject, and the Secretary-General has repeatedly said that he would respect Mr. Mehlis’ lead on this subject.

Question:  But does the Secretary-General support Mr. Mehlis’ request that suspects should be interviewed in Lebanon?

Deputy Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has not conveyed his view.  I think he has left that decision to Mr. Mehlis.

Question:  Anything on the extended mandate of Mr. Pedersen from UNIFIL to the whole territory of Lebanon, including socio-economic issues?  Can you comment on that?

Deputy Spokesman:  I just announced that Mr. Gambari had announced that while he was in Lebanon.  So I’ll give you the text upstairs if you missed that.

Question:  Do you have any comment on that?  It seems a very huge mandate.  Why did it happen?

Deputy Spokesman:  It is something obviously that had been under consideration for a time, and as his mandate was limited to Southern Lebanon and given recent developments, I guess it was decided to expand it.  But if you want more details on that, I’ll try to find out for you.  [The Spokesman’s Office later provided a transcript of a press briefing by Ibrahim Gambari with details on Pedersen’s mandate.]

Question:  And just a follow-up on that, it would be interesting to know what his relationship is going to be with Mr. Larsen.  And, for example, is public security detail to oversee the dismantlement of militia?  Just on another question, is the Secretary-General concerned at calls of the Syrian state media for the opposition to overthrow Mr. Saniora in Lebanon?

Deputy Spokesman:  I have no comment from him on that, but I’ll look into that for you.  [She later said that the United Nations supports the sovereignty, security and stability of Lebanon, as well as its elected Government.]

Question:  On the Iraq report, which is basically very scathing of the coalition forces in Iraq for using excessive force and on the Iraqi Government also, will the Secretary-General take up this issue with the Security Council?

Deputy Spokesman:  Are you referring to...  I’m sorry, I didn’t hear the beginning.

Question:  On the Iraq report.  Basically it is supposed to be presented to the Security Council, right?  The Iraq report that just came out yesterday.

Deputy Spokesman:  You’re talking about the human rights report?

Question:  The Iraq report which came out yesterday.

Deputy Spokesman:  What I mentioned in the statement at the top of the briefing was a UN Mission report.  A bi-monthly report of the human rights situation.

Question:  In that perspective, will it be taken up with the Security Council at all, what is happening in Iraq?  It is spiralling out of control and no-one seems to be... especially the Security Council is sitting tight doing nothing about it.

Deputy Spokesman:  Well the Secretary-General drew attention to the situation today by this statement.  The report did come out yesterday, and as you know, there are monthly briefings in the Security Council.  I don’t have the Security Council programme right in front of me, but let’s see if at the next briefing, this issue comes up.

Question:  Since the end of the month is approaching, could we get a more serious readout on the negotiations between the UN and the Volcker Commission, on the papers, exactly where it stands, what the big issues are, if it’s extended, who’s going to fund it?

Deputy Spokesman:  As I mentioned to you yesterday, I flagged that the Commission was going to be extended, and I believe the Volcker Commission just issued a press release a short while ago announcing the extension until the end of December.  And it also notes that discussions are ongoing between the UN, the Iraqi authorities and the Commission on the future of the documentation.  So I will draw your attention to that press release as well.

Question:  Can you confirm that the current arrangements for the funding of the Volcker Commission will then extend through December?

Deputy Spokesman:  I’ll have to look into the details on the funding arrangements.  But this is something that just came out shortly before the briefing.

Question:  Thank you for arranging that briefing on Joe Stephanides.  We learned some things that we didn’t know.  One of them was that disclosing any public information to somebody involved in a bidding process is a breach of staff rules because it’s showing partiality towards them.  As you know, in the Volcker report it talks about Wagaye Assebe, the Secretary-General’s personal assistant, providing information to Kojo Annan, the Secretary-General’s son.  And originally the Volcker report said that Kojo Annan had said to the Commission that Ms. Assebe had been providing “inside information”.  And we asked questions about that, and that was corrected in the last edition of the Volcker report and the reference to inside information was removed.  But my understanding of her position is that the information she provided to him was publicly provided information.  So my question is, given that that’s exactly what Mr. Stephanides has been punished for, is there now going to be some kind of action against Wagaye Assebe, the Secretary-General’s personal assistant, for providing public information to the Secretary-General’s son at the time of the bidding process?

Deputy Spokesman:  No.

Question:  Can you explain why the double standard?

Deputy Spokesman:  We are not reopening this investigation.  There were no adverse findings against Ms. Assebe.

Question:  It does look like a double standard, Marie.  Can you explain why there’s such a double standard?  Because they seem to have done the same thing, as you see.

Deputy Spokesman:  That’s your perception.  I’m just saying that there were no adverse findings against this individual in the report, and the investigation is not going to be reopened, and the Secretary-General has his highest regard for the work of Ms. Assebe.

Question:  I just had one quick question on Stephanides.  The letter from the Under-Secretary-General for Management to Stephanides to serve as his written censure. Is that then going to be a public document of the United Nations?  Because it seems like it’s a confidential letter.

Deputy Spokesman:  It is a confidential letter, and as the human resources officials told you yesterday, it will go into his file.

Question:  But it’s quietly in his file.  That doesn’t seem, on a procedural level, to serve as a written censure.

Deputy Spokesman:  It seems to have gotten circulated quite well yesterday.

Question:  I just wanted to follow up on what’s happening in Zimbabwe.  Is everything all quiet as far as the UN is concerned, despite continued misery of the people there?

Deputy Spokesman:  All is not quiet and the UN Humanitarian Coordinator, the Resident Coordinator on the ground, is expressing his deep concern on the sudden re-eviction on the fourteenth of November of hundreds of vulnerable individuals, who had already been targeted, affected, by Operation Restore Order and who were staying in the Tsiga area in a neighbourhood of the Zimbabwean capital, Harare. The Resident Coordinator has sent a note verbale to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that stresses that the evictions make it hard for the provision of humanitarian assistance to the affected populations.  But I also wanted to note that in the note verbale, he also notes the decision yesterday of the Government of Zimbabwe to accept UN assistance in constructing temporary shelter as a positive development.

Question:  Yesterday you said that the question of the Mercedes that was bought in the Secretary-General’s name with a tax discount obtained by a UN official was not a UN issue.  I wonder if that was actually a message from the Secretary-General to the OIOS investigative arm that they shouldn’t look at that.  And isn’t there a weakness in the system here that this is a question that involves the Secretary-General himself and you’re speaking for the Secretary-General, when we ask you questions about investigations, there’s nobody from the OIOS who can tell us whether something deserves investigation or not?  And is it appropriate for the Secretary-General to say something that may be worthy of investigation by an arm of the UN, is not a UN issue?

Deputy Spokesman:  I have nothing further on that since what I said yesterday.

Question:  On the Mercedes, in the Volcker report, it was described how the Mercedes was bought and says the various monies that came to buy the Mercedes and says that $3,000 came from Michael Wilson and $39,000 came from Kojo Annan and $15,000 came from Kofi Annan.  I just wanted to know how the Secretary-General regards those monies.  Does he regard, given that the car was in his name, does he regard those monies from Michael Wilson and Kojo Annan as a gift to him?  Or does he regard his $15,000 as a gift to Kojo Annan?

Deputy Spokeswoman:  I have nothing further on the issue of the car beyond what I said yesterday.

If there are no more questions, let me turn over to Pragati.

Spokesperson for General Assembly President

Assembly President Jan Eliasson will give a press briefing tomorrow at 11 here in Room 226.  As I mentioned yesterday, he will give you an update on progress on the World Summit follow-up and the next steps he is taking.

Today the Sixth Committee was scheduled to meet at noon to adopt a draft resolution agreeing on an Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel and inviting States to become parties to it.

The Optional Protocol extends the scope of legal protection under the Convention to United Nations and associated personnel delivering humanitarian, political or development assistance in peacebuilding operations, as well as emergency humanitarian assistance.  Conclusion of this Protocol had been urged by leaders in the World Summit Outcome Document.

Tomorrow the Third Committee is expected to take action on a draft resolution on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea.  We’ll try to get a more precise timing on that for those of you who are following it.




	


UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Caribbean countries to pursue rainwater harvesting as water supply � HYPERLINK "Carribean" ��(Caribbean Net News)�


PIEA clarifies on use of leaded fuel � HYPERLINK "KBC" ��(KBC)�


Etisalat sponsors ‘Clean-up the World 2005’ � HYPERLINK "stategiy" ��(Strategiy)�


Incinerators needed in quake-hit area � HYPERLINK "Pakistan" ��(Pakistan Dawn)�


Environmental laws must be enforced to protect the Mediterranean region � HYPERLINK "di" ��(di-vi.com)�


Clean up of Iraqi toxic sites begins � HYPERLINK "Environmental" ��(Environmental Data Interactive)�











Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
3

