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KBC

Nairobi Dam, 400m for clean-up

BY: Daniel Korir
DATE: Saturday, April 17, 2004

The government has received over 400 million shillings to be used in the clean up of Nairobi Dam from the United Nations Environmental Programme UNEP, Roads Public Works and Housing Minister Raila Odinga said the cleaning exercise will start very soon. 

He said already Nairobi Dam Development Trust has been formed to oversee the clean up exercise. 
Meanwhile, Raila says Aids is only comparable to weapons of mass destruction. While launching the Langata Constituency Aids Committee in Kibera on Friday, the minister said society should come out and speak freely about the scourge. 

The minister blamed poverty to be the highest cause of the spread of HIV/Aids and those affected should be equipped with development activities. 

Raila said with the current statistics standing at over 7,000 deaths in 10 days, Kenya should have a course to worry. 

He said witchcraft has been used as a pretext and even taking community too conflicts yet it is actually Aids killing. 

Mary Onyango, a woman living with HIV/Aids said society should appreciate those living with the disease. 

She said when she went public 15 year ago about her status, she was chased by her landlord and people shunt her shop. 

She urged Kenyans to come out publicly and know their status so that they might know how to live longer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Pollution damages rare UK plants 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


An ancient UK plant that lives underwater is suffering "a catastrophic decline", conservationists say. 
Plantlife International says stoneworts are struggling to survive a tide of pollution caused by nutrients spreading through the areas they inhabit. 

It says 17 of the 30 stonewort species found in the UK are now regarded as nationally rare or even extinct. 

Even plants in protected areas are not immune to the damage from pollutants, such as nitrates and phosphates. 

Competing species 
Stoneworts are so called from the lime that encrusts them: most, instead of using cellulose for structural support, build an external skeleton made of calcium carbonate. 

On the basis of fossil records, they have been thought for a long time likely candidates to be the evolutionary origin of land plants. 

They grow entirely under water, and when conditions are favourable can form dense "meadows". 

Very sensitive to pollution, stoneworts are highly accurate indicators of water quality. 

Now, 76% of their important UK sites are affected by pollution. They are being assailed by a combination of phosphates, from washing powder, and nitrogen, from fertilisers, which are flooding into water habitats. 

The chemicals lead to eutrophication, a process that involves the unnaturally vigorous growth of other, competing species that flourish to the disadvantage of the stoneworts. 

'Great risk' 
Plantlife says even key sites which enjoy formal protection as parts of nature reserves or sites of special scientific interest, the most important conservation areas, are being damaged by the pollutants. 

A Plantlife report, Important Stonewort Areas, lists 118 nationally and internationally important wetland and aquatic sites in the UK, most of them protected as SSSIs. 

Despite this, Plantlife says, more than 75% of the sites remain at great risk from nutrient pollution, which it calls the single most important threat to wetland areas in the UK. 

Nutrient pollution was implicated in a recent report by the United Nations Environment Programme as the reason for the emergence of marine "dead zones", sea areas starved of oxygen and bereft of life. 

The report said these zones would be a greater threat than overfishing in the course of this century. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Vanguard

PROPERTY & ENVIRONMENT:UNEP selects  Barcelona to host World Environment Day 2004
By Jude Njoku (with Agency reports 
Tuesday, April 20, 2004 

* Focuses on the seas and oceans                                                 


The Spanish city of Barcelona, known for its commitment to culture and urban renewal, will be hosting this year’s World Environment Day (WED), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has announced.

World Environment Day was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. Another resolution, adopted by the General Assembly the same day, led to the creation of UNEP.

World Environment Day, commemorated each year on 5 June is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action.
The World Environment Day theme selected for 2004 is Wanted! Seas and Oceans –– Dead or Alive? The theme asks that we make a choice as to how we want to treat the Earth’s seas and oceans. It also calls on each and every one of us to act. Do we want to keep seas and oceans healthy and alive or polluted and dead

This year’s WED will take place during the nearly five-month long Universal Forum of Cultures that is being hosted by the Barcelona City Council, the Catalan Autonomous Government and the Spanish Government. “Our agenda is to give a human face to environmental issues; empower people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development; promote an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards environmental issues; and advocate partnership which will ensure all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more prosperous future”, UNEP said in its website.UNEP, in accepting the offer of Barcelona and The Forum to stage WED, said it has been impressed by the wealth of ambitious and innovative environmental ideas, technologies and infrastructure developments. being undertaken by the hosts as part of the Universal Forum of Cultures.

Visitors to Barcelona will not fail to see the huge, 10,500 square-metre solar power plant located at the heart of the Forum. The 1.3 MW of clean, green electricity generated is enough to meet the needs of a town of 1,000 inhabitants. Other innovative developments according to UNEP include a pneumatic rubbish collection system that will take waste generated by the Forum and WED from intakes around the city through an underground network to a processing and recycling centre.

This year’s WED theme, “Wanted! Seas and Oceans –– Dead or Alive?” reflects not only the activities in Barcelona, which as part of the Forum is holding several activities related to seas and oceans, but UNEP’s important activities in the field of the marine environment and sustainable coastal livelihoods.

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, said the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), which in 2002 drew up a Plan of Implementation with time tables and targets, had thrown down several challenges in respect to fisheries, marine protected areas, small island developing States and marine pollution.
“There was a time when humankind viewed the oceans and seas as vast and unchanging, able to absorb and dilute pollution, and provide seemingly limitless catches of fish and other marine-living resources”.

“Unlike the land, where concepts of ownership and management have been established for centuries, the oceans have been viewed as truly wilderness areas, owned by no one and free for all,” he added.

“That was fine in a world, now long ago, where a coastal mega-city might have been a few thousand rather than 10 million souls. But the growth in the global population, where more than 40 per cent now live by the coast, allied to our abilities to hunt faster and further for ever greater quantities of marine-living resources means we can no longer treat the seas and oceans as a free for all, uncared for and unmanaged,” said Mr. Toepfer.

The UNEP boss was optimistic  that the awareness that will be raised by this year’s WED will catalyze further, long-lasting action from governments, right down to the smallest seaside village, to deliver the WSSD Plan of Implementation. “I am also impressed by the commitment to environmental technologies which show how a modern, 21st century city can reduce its ecological footprint, not only on the seas but on the air and the land,” he added.

Joan Clos, the Mayor of Barcelona, said: “World Environment Day will be a key celebration of the Universal Forum of Cultures.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Irish Independent
April 19, 2004

HEADLINE: WHY TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR OUR WILDLIFE

 Sixty of Ireland's native species are on the endangered red list and, as Eamon Sweeney reports, theeffect on this country's biodiversity could be devastating

Planet Earth is facing what is being called the sixth mass extinction in its four-billion-year-old history. The last mass extinction took place 65 million years ago and wiped out the dinosaurs but now a group of international experts is warning of a possible repeat. Their findings, which were published in US magazine Science , confirm the worst fears of environmental bodies and the United Nations Environmental Programme.

Some scientists believe that in the next 100 years up to 50% of all species could be wiped out in what Stuart Pimm of the University of Tennessee calls "a world-wideepidemic of extinctions". 

And Ireland is not excluded from the global decline in biodiversity. The World Conservation Union lists 60 seriously threatened species on this island. Even moreworrying is the fact that our 'red list' is not confined to obscure species and features many widely known varieties.

The disappearance of many of our native plants and animals has been caused by a combination of global warming, habitat destruction, the invasion of alien species and anoverexploitation of natural resources. Worldwide, these factors could drive a quarter ofland animals and plants to the brink of extinction by 2050.

In Ireland, the two major threats to birds and mammals are the drainage of wetlands andthe disappearance of hedgerows. As a result, curlew and lapwing numbers are on Birdlife Ireland's own red list. A species is red listed if its breeding population or range has declined by 50% in the last 25 years, has declined significantly since 1900 or is of global conservation concern. A further 77 species are on the amber or moderate-risk list.

Among the most seriously threatened species are once familiar farmland birds such as the barn owl. "The probable factors include the amount of poison being laid out for rats,"explains Dick Coombes of Birdwatch Ireland. "The lack of nest sites is another factor.Barn owls would have nested in barns where a hole used to be left in the gable for theowl to fly into. They were encouraged to nest because they kept rodent numbers down.The modern designer sheds don't allow for that and a lot of older and more suitable buildings have been thatched up or pulled down."

It is often difficult to isolate a single cause of decline. "When there are pressures from every angle, it's very hard to hone in on any particular one," Mr Coombes says. "It mustbe stressed that in almost all cases it's the farming method rather than farming itself.Birds have been coexisting with farmers for a very long time. Before there were farms,there would have been very few birds such as yellowhammers because the countrysidewas covered with trees. Farmland birds like skylarks would thrive on the cereal stubble left over from a harvest. The stubble would have a lot of spilled grain and plenty of seeds.Nowadays, an extra crop is forced out of the field by ploughing in the autumn so you just have a field of bare earth."

Ireland's only species of toad, the natterjack, is endangered and is only found in Co Kerry. It inhabits coastal sand dunes and breeds in lakes and pools. Its habitat has been fragmented and adversely affected by human activity such as the development of golf courses. Another victim of habitat fragmentation is the red squirrel. This popular animal has also lost out since the introduction of the grey squirrel to Ireland, a species far moreadept at adapting to parkland and urbanisation.

Despite a long hot summer in 2003, butterfly numbers are also down. "The situation here is roughly the same as it is in Britain," says Glen Shaw of Butterfly Conservation in Northern Ireland, formerly the British Butterfly Conservation Society. "A lot of habitatwhich has been destroyed is very small so it's correspondingly useful to save small pieces. Just because an area is small doesn't mean that it's not worth saving."

However, it's not all bad news as there's ample evidence to suggest conservationschemes can work to redress the balance. Ireland hosts a large proportion of theEuropean population of Roseate Terns, which has stabilised due to conservation andwardening of breeding grounds by Birdwatch Ireland. The decline of the corncrake hasbeen dramatic, but it has also managed to hold its own in recent years thanks toprotection schemes in the Shannon callows, Mayo and Donegal. The so-called common or European otter has become locally extinct in central Europe, but appears to be thrivingin Ireland even in urban areas like Swords in north Co Dublin.

It's more difficult to gauge the exact status of plants and insects. Of 759 species of mosses and liverworts, or bryophytes, 194 are listed in the Red Data Book of Britain andIreland. There's a severe lack of baseline data for flora and insects so the true extent of flora diversity and endangered species is not known. Considering birds constitute only 1% of all species and insects account for 50% of life on Earth, this matter requires extensive research.

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands published a NationalBiodiversity Plan in 2002. Biodiversity simply refers to biological diversity, or the variety oflife in all its forms. The Plan intends to establish a national biological data-managementprogramme to be coordinated by a Biological Record Centre. While this centre has yet to be set up, Sarah Fields, development officer with the Irish Wildlife Trust, says theDepartment of Environment and the Department of Agriculture are in the process of finalising guidelines for this project.

She adds: "People often forget that biodiversity is vital to our overall environment. Forexample, plants are what feed us, clothe us and provide vital products such as shelterand medicine."

Sir Ghillean Prance, director of London's Kew Gardens went as far to tell NationalGeographic magazine: "Every time we lose a species, we lose an option for the future. We lose a cure for Aids or a virus-resistant crop."

In addition to the medicinal benefits of biodiversity, there are many economic benefits. The Irish environmental information agency ENFO claims that the financial value of thegoods and services that species and ecosystems offer is in the region of a Euro 26 trillion per annum, nearly twice the value of human production. Some essential services biodiversity can provide include carbon cycling and storage, clean water, climate and natural hazard moderation and pollination. Biodiversity is also essential to reducing and eradicatingpoverty in developing countries.

While English philosopher Bertrand Russell's gloomy reflection that the human race maywell become extinct before the end of the last century didn't come true, many scientistsare warning that if we take a blase attitude to the extinction of other species we could be gambling heavily on the future of our own. As Woody Allen remarked: "More than anytime in history, mankind faces a crossroads. One path leads to despair and utterhopelessness. The other, to total extinction. Let us pray that we have the wisdom tochoose wisely."
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Times of India

We'll turn solar system into a junkyard
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The US government's decision to issue the first-ever licence for a manned suborbital rocket is good only on the face of it. This licence will culminate in commercial space flights for private individuals in the next 10 years. Travelling to new, unexplored places has been one of man's greatest quests through centuries, yet that has also been the curse and bane of such destinations. 

  

By opening up space to tourism, there is an inherent danger that the delicate and as yet unexplored ‘eco-space' will be laid to waste, replicating the numerous environmental disasters on earth. When Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay climbed Mount Everest in 1953, the peak was breathtaking in its virginal beauty. Today, if Everest takes one's breath away, it is because of the magnitude of garbage and litter left behind by tourists. Everest is known as the world's highest junkyard. 

  

Small islands in the Caribbean , Indian Ocean and the Pacific have in recent years been promoted as ideal tourist destinations with abundant sun, sand and sea. But, according to the UN Environment Programme, the level of plastic waste on these idyllic small islands has increased five-fold due to the influx of tourists since the nineties. In the Pacific, a shocking 98 per cent of sewage is discharged untreated in the surrounding seas; in the Caribbean that figure is at about 90 per cent, courtesy the surge in tourism and the inability of these islands to handle it. 

UNEP says that worldwide one in 20 people who swim in oceans catches infection due to such discharge. Closer home, a state like Goa which has a high tourist influx has battled to save its coastline from rapacious tourist resort developers. With tourism having such a negative impact on already inhabited areas, space, too, can succumb to the propensity of human beings to leave trash everywhere they go. 
________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Indian women win environment prize for Bhopal work
SAN FRANCISCO - Twenty years after a Union Carbide gas leak killed 20,000 people in Bhopal, India, two survivors have won a prestigious environmental prize for fighting to hold the company and its parent, Dow Chemical Co. (DOW.N: Quote, Profile, Research) , accountable. 

Rashida Bee and Champa Devi Shukla were named yesterday in a group of winners of the Goldman Environmental Prize, which recognizes grass-roots environmental activists. 

The two women will share a $125,000 award, and said in an interview they planned to use it to establish their own award in India to recognize individuals who fight corporate crime. 

Bee and Shukla, who lived within miles of the Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, were recognized for organizing a global hunger strike to help sustain international awareness of the lingering effects of the disaster, and for fighting to get Dow Chemical to pay for ongoing medical care of the survivors and their children, as well as environmental cleanup. 

Union Carbide became a wholly owned subsidiary of Dow Chemical in 1999, 15 years after the disastrous gas leak. 

"The whole world wept, but then people forgot about Bhopal," Bee said. She and Shukla said they both suffer multiple health problems including headaches, shortness of breath, burning sensations, insomnia and bone pain. 

In an interview with Reuters, Bee recalled the horrifying winter night 20 years ago when she woke to the sound of her nephew coughing and was surrounded by a toxic cloud. 

"All of us started coughing," she said. "It was as though our lungs were on fire. We started running and I had to pry my eyes open to see. I saw mothers running and leaving their children behind, people coughing up blood and (excrement) running down their legs." 

In addition to their own health problems, Bee and Shukla said the community near Bhopal continues to see elevated rates of cancer, anemia, and that women show high concentrations of toxins in their breast milk. 

OTHERS RECOGNIZED FOR FIGHTING DEVELOPMENT 

"You can imagine the health of people who begin life with poisoned milk," said Bee. 

The two women said their efforts have helped persuade the Indian government to pursue criminal charges against former Union Carbide chairman Warren Anderson, who is now retired in New York state. They continue to seek more monetary damages from Dow Chemical. Under terms of an original settlement, survivors received about $500 while relatives of those killed got about $2,000, they said. 

A spokeswoman for Dow Chemical said it had no involvement in the Bhopal tragedy and considered the original terms of the settlement between Union Carbide and the victims to be final. 

Other winners of the 2004 Goldman Environmental Prize include Margie Richard, who successfully led a campaign to get Royal Dutch/Shell (RD.AS: Quote, Profile, Research) (SHEL.L: Quote, Profile, Research) to pay for the relocation of people living near a Shell Chemical plant in Norco, Louisiana. 

In Africa, the prize was awarded to Rudolf Amenga-Etego of Ghana, who worked to suspend a water privatization project that would have limited access to clean drinking water. 

South American social worker Libia Grueso Castelblanco won for securing 5.9 million acres (2.4 million hectares) in territorial rights for rural communities in Colombia, where armed conflict and aggressive development have displaced many people. 

In Europe, Manana Kochladze won for fighting a multi-corporation plan to build the world's largest oil pipeline through Georgia. His work won concessions to protect villagers and forced a larger examination of the project's environmental and health impact. 

Story by Andrea Orr 

Story Date: 20/4/2004 
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Strawberry growers square off on methyl bromide use
By DONNA JONES

Sentinel staff writer

Corralitos

Vanessa Bogenholm grows four kinds of strawberries on 15 acres adjacent to Pioneer Road: the large Diamante for shipping, the deep red Camarosa for freezing, the tender sweet Seascape for sale at farmers markets and the plump Aromas for its flavorful appeal.

Not one of the berries is grown using methyl bromide.

Once ubiquitous in strawberry fields on the Central Coast and elsewhere, the fumigant is being phased out as part of a global agreement aimed at eliminating ozone-depleting chemicals.

For Bogenholm, a veteran grower who completed a switch from conventional to organic farming in 1999, the shift can’t come soon enough. But local strawberry growers who depend on the chemical to rid their fields of pests, weeds and diseases say they need more time to find alternatives.

Bogenholm, an Aromas resident, and Rodger Wasson, president of the Watsonville-based California Strawberry Commission, traveled to a global conference in Montreal in March to make the case on opposing sides.

"Financial concerns of individual farmers cannot be considered more important than environmental concerns or the health of human beings," Bogenholm told representatives gathered at the "extraordinary" meeting of

countries that signed the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

Finding alternatives

Wasson said the state’s berry growers are making "steady progress" toward the goal of eliminating the chemical, but finding alternatives to methyl bromide that work in every case has been challenging.

"Some people will use methyl bromide for one year and then not for a couple of years," he said. "Sometimes using the alternatives, they’ll run into problems, and go back in and use methyl bromide."

Data from the state Department of Pesticide Regulation show use of methyl bromide on Santa Cruz County’s strawberry fields in 2002 was about 16 percent less than in 1999. Statewide, use of methyl bromide for all

applications dropped more than 50 percent in the same period.

Under the agreement, developed countries were to cut methyl bromide use 25 percent in 1999, 50 percent in 2001, 70 percent in 2003 and 100 percent use by 2005. Developing countries were given more time because they had contributed less to the problem in the past.

A provision in the agreement allowed for "critical-use exemptions" when alternatives were unavailable or economically infeasible. The United States was one of 11 countries to ask for exemptions at the March meeting. The United States received permission to use nearly 9,000 tons in 2005, an allocation more than twice as large as the other 10 countries combined.

About 72,000 tons of methyl bromide are used globally each year, including about 21,000 tons in the United States, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Supporters of the exemptions argue methyl bromide plays a relatively small part in ozone depletion, and other villains, such as chemicals previously used in aerosol containers, already have been banned.

According to the EPA, methyl bromide, which also is used to fumigate some products before export or import, has contributed about 4 percent to ozone depletion during the past 25 years, of which 2.5 percent can be attributed to agricultural fumigation. Without the phaseout, agricultural use may contribute 5 to 15 percent to future ozone depletion.

Retaining the ozone layer in the stratosphere is important because it shields the earth from harmful radiation.

Weighing the options

Dave Moeller, Santa Cruz County agricultural commissioner, said the debate about methyl bromide use would be well served by a risk and benefit analysis.

"It’s not a black and white issue," he said. "You have to look at protecting the environment from pests and protecting the food supply. Is the risk so low that the benefits outweigh it?"

Bogenholm said she recognizes people make tradeoffs daily. Personally, she chooses to drive vehicles with big engines over more fuel-efficient models. 

"None of us is living a 100 percent pristine life, but I just think (methyl bromide) is a material we can live without," she said.

Wasson said strawberry growers have found alternative treatments don’t work in every circumstance. The most prominent alternative, a Dow Chemical Co. product called Telone, for example, is applied via drip irrigation systems and doesn’t spread evenly on slopes, commonly used for growing berries in the Pajaro Valley.

"Growers don’t want to spray or fumigate any more than they have to," he said. "It’s expensive."

Farming organically isn’t cheap either, Bogenholm said. She estimates her weeding costs alone are comparable to methyl bromide fumigation, which she estimated at $2,248 an acre.

She also rotates crops annually to control disease growth and composts to produce "healthy soil content." That increases expenses, she said. Her crop rotation includes a cover crop that gets plowed and a vegetable crop that

brings in less money than strawberries.

Bogenholm’s acreage also produces fewer berries than conventional fields —about 25 percent less, according to her estimates.

Still she is able to turn a profit by charging a premium for her berries.  Not every consumer is willing to pay the price.

"If there was enough demand, more growers would grow organic," Wasson said.

Bogenholm agrees consumers play a critical role, and she argues they should consider the cost to the environment and the health of farmworkers when making purchases. A pound of her berries sells for about $3 retail, double the price of conventionally grown fruit.

"But I don’t use any toxic materials so it’s a great working environment for my employees," Bogenholm said.

The global agreement isn’t designed to safeguard the health of workers, only to reduce ozone depletion. But there’s general agreement that contact with methyl bromide can cause a health problems, including neurological and respiratory disorders. How much exposure is too much, however, is disputed.

Bogenholm said she doesn’t expect all farmers to go organic. But conventional growers can make their fields safer by eliminating methyl bromide and using chemicals applied through drip irrigation to reduce worker

contact with toxins, she said.

California growers produced 1.6 billion pounds of strawberries in 2003, 83 percent of the nation’s production, according to the Strawberry Commission, and the amount of acreage devoted to production of the fruit is increasing statewide. The Pajaro and Salinas valleys are the state’s top producer, though the Oxnard area is catching up.

In 2002, the latest figures available from county officials, 3,586 of the 10,759 acres in the Watsonville-Salinas district were in Santa Cruz County.  The nearly 92,000 tons of berries grown on the local acreage was valued at more than $107 million, more than a third of the total value of county crops.

All this means, the methyl bromide issue isn’t going away anytime soon.  Exemptions for use of the chemical beyond 2005 will be discussed in the Czech Republic in November.

Contact Donna Jones at djones@santacruzsentinel.com.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Environmental NGOs Seek to End World Bank Climate Fund 
WASHINGTON, DC, April 19, 2004 (ENS) - Eighty environmental and social justice organizations today delivered a letter of protest to the World Bank, calling for the closure of its four year old greenhouse gas reduction mechanism, the Prototype Carbon Fund. The groups are sure to raise the issue at protests ahead of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund 60th anniversary spring meeting April 24 - 25 in Washington, DC. 

The groups, who identify themselves as "teachers, scholars, activists, scientists, students, Indigenous peoples, landless people, peasants, NGOs, and others from the North and South," say they "do not recognize the legitimacy of the World Bank’s Prototype Carbon Fund." 

The Prototype Carbon Fund (PCF) invests financial contributions made by companies and governments in projects designed to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases. These gases, emitted by the burning of coal, oil and gas, form a blanket in the Earth's atmosphere that traps the Sun's heat close to the planet, causing rising sea levels, extreme weather events, droughts and the spread of tropical diseases. 

PCF projects operate within the flexible mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol. Participants can acquire emission reduction units by financing projects that reduce emissions - either in an industrialized country through the Joint Implementation mechanism, or in a developing country through the Clean Development Mechanism. 

In their letter, the groups state that the Prototype Carbon Fund is "destructive greenwash" and instead of solving problems has "exacerbated existing human rights violations and furthered environmental destruction." 

They point to the Plantar project that is planting 23,100 hectares of eucalyptus trees in a rural area of Minas Gerais, southeastern Brazil, as an example of how the Prototype Carbon Fund is going wrong. 

The Plantar project is expected to create emission reductions by avoiding a fuel switch from charcoal to coal in pig iron production. Plantar S.A. Reflorestamentos, founded in 1967, is a private company whose shareholders are members of the Moura family. It is growing eucalyptus timber for charcoal production on its own lands to supply its own iron works. 
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Pig iron production ovens in Brazil (Photo courtesy World Rainforest Movement (WRM))
The Plantar company says, ""One ton of foundry pig iron produced with coal releases 1.8 ton of carbon dioxide, while with charcoal it sequesters 1.1 ton." 

In addition, the Plantar project is the first project seeking credit through the Clean Development Mechanism as a carbon sink. The eucalyptus plantations are expected to absorb the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide, keeping it out of the atmosphere. The plantations are independently certified by the Forest Stewardship Council as well managed. 

The World Bank says the Plantar project will promote sustainable development by reducing pressure on the native forest and conserving biodiversity under the Clean Development Mechanism. 

But the groups say the project involves the expansion of monoculture eucalyptus plantations "originally established by forcibly evicting geraiszeiros peoples from the land." Geraiszeiros are inhabitants of the dry forest ecosystem of the central Brazil plateau known as the cerrado. Since the evictions, the groups allege, the plantation's owners have created "slave-like conditions." 

To back that allegation, the groups cite a 1994 Brazilian Parliamentary Investigation Commission which verified the practice of slave labor on the property of Plantar and other forest companies. This finding is reviewed in an evaluation report on Forest Stewardship Council certification of the Plantar eucalyptus plantations written by a research team for the World Rainforest Movement based in Uruguay, one of the 80 groups that signed the letter to the World Bank. 

In addition to the labor conditions, the groups say Plantar plantations have "heavily polluted surrounding water sources, thus devastating the livelihoods of local farmers and fisherfolk." 

On top of the impacts upon the local environment and peoples, the verifier of the carbon credit scheme, the Norwegian company Det Norske Veritas, has stated that there is no guarantee that the project actually will have a permanent positive effect on the climate. 

Marcelo Calazans from local Brazilian organization FASE-ES says, "This and many other projects have terrible negative impacts on local people and environments and it is still unclear if there is any real benefits for the climate. We believe that the Prototype Carbon Fund should cease operations and close down immediately." 

Eucalyptus plantation in Brazil (Photo courtesy WRM)
The World Bank views the Plantar project as a step towards sustainable development. In addition to reduced greenhouse gas emissions, the Plantar project "will reduce the pressure on endangered native cerrado forests, currently being decimated for charcoal used in the Brazilian pig iron industry," the Bank says in its project description. 

Traditional small scale producers of pig iron in Brazil use charcoal in blast furnaces with an annual output of about 100,000 tons of pig iron per year. In the 1960s and 1970s, as the Brazilian pig iron industry boomed, several million hectares of native dry cerrado forests were cleared to produce charcoal, reducing drylands forest ecosystems, and expanding the area under low yielding pasture, resulting in degraded soils and hydrology. 

Subsidies for fuelwood plantations were introduced in the 1960s to take the pressure off native forests, but proved to be expensive and economically inefficient and were discontinued in the 1980s. 

As a result, fuelwood plantations are being depleted and pressure on native forests has increased again. The shortage of planted biomass is causing small scale pig iron mills to close down, leading to increased rural unemployment, the Bank explains. The Plantar project has created around 1,200 full time jobs in the rural area of Minas Gerais, and leverages additional social welfare programs. 

In the absence of the Plantar Project, Plantar would be unable to maintain charcoal based pig iron production and would be forced to close its blast furnace operations when its current plantations are exhausted by 2008, the Bank states, resulting in loss of jobs in plantation maintenance and pig iron manufacture. 

The Plantar company has agreed as part of the PCF Project to monitor and report on preventative health measures and health care provided to charcoal workers, the Bank says. 

For 11 years Plantar has been developing a program of eucalyptus clones. Currently, the company produces six million cloned trees per year. (Photo courtesy Plantar SA )
Plantar produces its eucalyptus trees by cloning superior trees, a process it says allows the company to avoid deforestation by using only 10 percent of the area previously required to achieve the same yield. 

"For each 100 hectares of the forests for production,the company says, "at least 20 hectares of indigenous forests are kept in order to preserve the flora, fauna, headwaters and water streams." 

The groups disagree, saying the water sources have dried up or are polluted due to the eucalyptus plantations, as documented by the World Rainforest Movement in its evaluation report on the Forest Stewardhsip Council certification of Plantar. 

The PCF’s support for the Plantar Project aims to demonstrate how carbon finance for well managed forests - made possible by the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism - can reduce destruction of native forests, help conserve their unique biodiversity, help preserve local community use of forest fruits and other non-timber products, and secure high quality employment in rural areas with few other employment opportunities. 

But the environmental NGOs say in their letter to the Bank that the Prototype Carbon Fund "is not a mechanism for mitigating climate change" because it allows the industrialized North to continue business as usual, thus impacting the planet’s climate and it obstructs "the necessary change" from fossil fuels to climate friendly renewable energy sources that the groups term" socially just." 

It legitimizes a market for "an indefinable 'commodity' which claims to consist of greenhouse gases or pollution, but in fact cannot be reliably described, quantified or verified," the groups say. 

"It is neither carbon nor pollution that is being traded," the groups say, "but people’s lives and paper certificates claiming to be carbon credits."

________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 20 April 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

ADB launches atlas for Subregion of Mekong
PHNOM PENH, April 19 (Xinhuanet) -- Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) launched the environmental atlas for the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) countries on Monday to help tackle environmental problems.
…"The atlas clearly demonstrates how the countries of the subregion are bound by shared natural resources," ADB president Tadao Chino and UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer noted in the Forword of the Atlas
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/19/content_1428066.htm 


Regional Cooperation on Environment Is Key to Sustainable Development in Mekong, Says First Atlas of GMS
U.S. Newswire, MANILA, Philippines, April 12, 2004 -- Rich in resources yet with high poverty incidence, the countries sharing the Mekong River must join forces to conserve the environment, pursue sustainable development, and improve their people's livelihood.
That is the message of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Atlas of the Environment, the first book of its kind celebrating the GMS, jointly published today by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP). 
http://releases.usnewswire.com/GetRelease.asp?id=151-04122004 
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=669&ncid=669&e=7&u=/usnw/20040412/pl_usnw/regional_cooperation_on_environment_is_key_to_sustainable_development_in_mekong__says_first_atlas_of_gms151_xml 

We'll turn solar system into a junkyard

The Times of India,  APRIL 20, 2004 12:00:01 AM ] -  The US government's decision to issue the first-ever licence for a manned suborbital rocket is good only on the face of it. This licence will culminate in commercial space flights for private individuals in the next 10 years. Travelling to new, unexplored places has been one of man's greatest quests through centuries, yet that has also been the curse and bane of such destinations.
…Small islands in the Caribbean , Indian Ocean and the Pacific have in recent years been promoted as ideal tourist destinations with abundant sun, sand and sea. But, according to the UN Environment Programme, the level of plastic waste on these idyllic small islands has increased five-fold due to the influx of tourists since the nineties. In the Pacific, a shocking 98 per cent of sewage is discharged untreated in the surrounding seas; in the Caribbean that figure is at about 90 per cent, courtesy the surge in tourism and the inability of these islands to handle it. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/626228.cms 


SASEAP meet begins at Agra
Haveeru Daily, Maldives,  Monday, 19 April 2004 - New Delhi, April 19 -- The three-day meeting of the officials of South Asian and South East Asian countries including Bangladesh began in the Taj Mahal city of Agra Monday to identify a set of approaches to sustain and strengthen the phaseout of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS).
http://www.haveeru.com.mv/english/news_show.phtml?id=3202 
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council discusses killing of Hamas leader


*
Annan condemns Israel’s assassination of Hamas leader Abdelaziz Rantissi

*
Security Council decisions sought on terms of Cyprus plan

*
Immunity lifted for UN police officers connected to deadly shootings in Kosovo

*
UN probes shooting of 3 international police officers in Kosovo


*
UN warns of humanitarian impact of fighting in southern Sudan


*
Impending crisis in southwest DR of Congo, UN relief officials say
*
Srebrenica massacre was genocide, UN tribunal for former Yugoslavia confirms


*
UN transfers $500 million in oil revenues to Development Fund for Iraq

*
Street children, girl servants severely affected by Haitian violence – UNICEF

*
UN refugee chief expects 1 million Afghans to be repatriated this year

*
Saint Kitts and Nevis judge appointed to UN war crimes tribunal for Rwanda

*
UN official calls for doubling of spending on sanitation and clean drinking water

*
Surge in new missions may strain UN’s capacities, peacekeeping chief says


*
Stronger cooperation needed to save native forests in Asia-Pacific – UN agency 

*
Acknowledging past abuses vital to successful national reconciliation, Annan says

*
UNICEF calls for Sri Lanka’s rebels to end recruitment of child soldiers

* * * *

Middle East

19 April – Less than a month after several countries in the United Nations Security Council condemned the killing of Hamas leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the 15-member body met today to discuss the assassination by Israel of his replacement, Abdelaziz Rantissi, over the weekend.

Nasser Al-Kidwa, the Permanent Observer of Palestine, told an open meeting of the Council – during which some 40 speakers were scheduled to take the floor – that Israel continued its reign of terror against Palestinian people, as it had not ended its campaign of death and destruction in the occupied Palestinian territory and continued to carry out the extrajudicial executions of Palestinian leaders and kill, wound and maim defenceless Palestinian civilians in grave breach of international law.

The killing of Dr. Rantissi, as well as two other Palestinian men who had been with him, was the latest in a long series of war crimes committed by the occupying power, Mr. Al-Kidwa said. He added that it was carried out in fulfilment of repeated threats by Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and other Israeli Government and military officials to continue targeting Palestinian leaders for assassination in flagrant violation of international law and in complete and total disregard for the condemnation, pleas and demands by the international community for the cessation of such an illegal and barbaric policy.

Without a doubt, Mr. Al-Kidwa said, the recent failure of the Council to condemn the extrajudicial execution of Sheikh Yassin and to take urgent measures to address the deterioration of the situation, due to the veto of one of the Council’s permanent members, had further emboldened the Israeli Government to continue carrying out such illegal actions with impunity.

Without concern for reproach and punishment or for the consequences of its actions, Israel continued to behave as a State that was above law, he added. Unable to uphold its duties for the maintenance of international peace and security, the Council had allowed Israel to continue acting beyond the parameters of international law, permitting it to use the most oppressive measures and practices to impose more death and destruction and loss on the Palestinian people under its occupation.

Ambassador Dan Gillerman of Israel said it was with regret that the Council had been compelled to convene again today – on Holocaust Remembrance Day – not to condemn the murder of innocent civilians by organizations such as Hamas, but to denounce the demise of a key architect of those massacres.

Were the current Palestinian leadership a genuine partner in peace, defensive actions would not have been necessary, he said. The Palestinian obligation to dismantle the terrorist infrastructure, arrest terrorists, confiscate illegal weapons and stop incitement was an obvious and fundamental and legal imperative as it was a moral one. Under the Road Map, Council resolutions, signed agreements and international law, the Palestinian Authority was required to arrest murders like Dr. Rantissi, not give them protection and safe haven. If there was something “extrajudicial” it was the total refusal of the Palestinian leadership for years to act against terrorism.

Israel was engaged in armed conflict against terrorism of an unparalleled scale, Ambassador Gillerman said. It was not good enough to affirm in theory Israel’s right to defend itself in the conflict, but then in practice seek to deny it the right to specifically target those illegal combatants directly responsible. Israel did so in a manner that was both necessary and proportionate, and when no other realistic option of detention or prevention existed. In those circumstances, such actions were wholly consistent with international law.

The targeting of Dr. Rantissi was not merely a necessary defensive act to prevent ongoing and planned attacks against civilians; it was part of the global struggle against terrorism, he said. In line with the Council resolutions, that action made clear that those who harboured terrorists must be held accountable. The Palestinian leadership could not brazenly violate international law by supporting terrorists and then seek to deny Israel the right to protect itself against them, guaranteed under that same law.

Yahya Mahmassani, Permanent Observer of the League of Arab States, said Israel was continuing its policy of killing Palestinians with impunity and condemned the most recent act, the execution of the Hamas leader Saturday. Israel’s actions, including the building of a separation wall, threatened peace and security and were undermining the peace process, he said.

The crux of the conflict was the occupation of Arab and Palestinian territories, he said. The policy of using force was getting nowhere but was only worsening the situation in the region. The Council must force Israel to cease its policy of extrajudicial killings and Israel must return to the negotiating table. He stressed the importance of the Arab peace initiative, which was an attempt to end the occupation involving the withdrawal of Israel from all occupied Palestinian territories.

Paul Badji, Chair of the Committee on the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, said that the targeted assassinations of Palestinians, be they leaders or members of Palestinian organizations, had been condemned on many occasions by the international community. The Committee had firmly condemned all extrajudicial executions and it was with that same energy that it condemned the most recent execution. The Israeli Government, in disregard of international opinion, was continuing its vicious policy. Like all acts of that type, such executions were a clear violation of international law and did not respond to the aspirations of Palestinians or Israelis.

Israel had just, once again, poisoned an already volatile situation by assassinating the leader of Hamas, Mr. Badji said. The Committee, once again, demanded that Israel end the untold suffering of the Palestinian people, and called for the dismantling of the wall of separation, as well as an immediate end to the siege on the Palestinian Authority and its President. He appealed to the Council to express, as had the international community, unequivocal condemnation of the killing and urge both parties to refrain from any action that might aggravate the situation. The Committee also invited the Quartet to apply all its influence on the parties to implement the Road Map, the only viable option to ensure the security of both parties.

* * *

Middle East


18 April 2004 – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has condemned Israel’s assassination of Hamas leader Abdelaziz Rantissi and called on the country to end the practice of extrajudicial killngs, which violate international law. 


“He is apprehensive that such an action would lead to further deterioration of an already distressing and fragile situation,” a spokesman for the Secretary-General said in a statement issued on Saturday evening in New York. 


The statement emphasized that the only way to halt an escalation in the violence is for Israelis and Palestinians to work towards a viable negotiating process aimed at a just, lasting and comprehensive settlement, based on the Road Map for peace outlined by the diplomatic Quartet of the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States.

* * *

Cyprus

19 April – With Cypriots preparing to vote this weekend on a reunification plan, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has asked the Security Council to endorse the basic agreement creating a United Cyprus Republic, ban arms sales to the country and approve the mandate of a new United Nations operation there.

The Secretary-General’s request is being submitted in accordance with the plan finalized last month at the invitation of the parties and he asks the Council to consider it before Saturday’s simultaneous referenda, which if approved would enable a united Cyprus to enter the European Union on 1 May.

“I would hope that the Council could reassure Cypriots, as they proceed to referenda, that the United Nations is prepared to act to meet the responsibilities foreseen for it under the plan,” he writes in the report released today.

The decisions requested of the Security Council would be contingent on the outcome of the balloting, and be null and void if the Foundation Agreement did not enter into force for any reason.

The Council is being asked to endorse the Foundation Agreement, Mr. Annan says, “to reassure the two sides that the Council is cognizant of their key concerns and endorses the means by which they are addressed in the agreement.” He also asks the 15-member body to take formal note that the plan expressly prohibits partition or secession and to acknowledge the political equality and distinct identity of Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots.

In asking the Council to prohibit the import and export of weapons to Cyprus, the Secretary-General notes that the arms embargo is part of the broader understanding that the country should be demilitarized. It is also seen as “an important factor in ensuring the effective implementation of the Comprehensive Settlement and in eliminating further threats to international peace and security in the area,” he adds.

Meanwhile, the new UN operation would serve quite different tasks and take over from the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP), which after its creation in 1964 has been supervising ceasefire lines on the island nation. The new mandate would include monitoring and verification of the parties’ compliance with the plan’s provisions relating to troop withdrawals, dissolution of local forces and police activities.

The UN operation would enjoy freedom of movement throughout the island, and be comprised of some 2,500 hundred troops, double the current UNFICYP force, 510 civilian police, and a substantial number of national and international civilian staff.

* * *

Kosovo

19 April – The United Nations has lifted the immunity of four police officers from Jordan detained for questioning in connection with Saturday’s deadly shootings of three of their international colleagues in Kosovo, a UN spokesman said today.

Fred Eckhard told reporters the immunity of the officers, who have been serving with the Jordanian Special Police Unit (SPU) of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), has been lifted during the arrest, detention and pre-trial investigation process.

The UN Police Commissioner in Kosovo, Stefan Feller, said yesterday that an investigation has begun into Saturday’s shootings at the Mitrovica Detention Centre, which occurred when at least one of five officers from the SPU on guard fired at a group of 24 correctional officers leaving the centre in a convoy after a routine day of training. The officers in the three-car convoy returned fire.

Two correctional officers from the United States – Kim Bigley and Lynn Williams – and the officer from the Jordanian SPU who opened fire were killed, and 11 others – one Austrian and 10 US officers – were injured in the shoot-out, which began about 3:20 p.m.

Mr. Eckhard said today Secretary-General Kofi Annan was deeply saddened at the deaths of Ms. Bigley and Ms. Williams, and wished to convey to the families and friends of the victims “his profound and heartfelt sympathy at these tragic deaths.”

The Secretary-General also expressed his concern at the injuries to the 11 injured officers, some of whom are in critical condition, and wished them a swift and full recovery, the spokesman added.

* * *

Kosovo

18 April – The United Nations Police Commissioner in Kosovo has begun an investigation into yesterday’s shooting incident in the town of Mitrovica that left three international police officers dead and almost a dozen others wounded.

Two female officers from the United States and one male officer from Jordan were killed, while 11 others – one Austrian and 10 from the US – who suffered gunshot wounds are receiving treatment, Police Commissioner Stefan Feller told a press conference today.

Mr. Feller said the shooting began about 3:20 p.m. Saturday as a group of 24 correctional officers left the Mitrovica Detention Centre after a routine training day. As a convoy of three cars left, at least one officer from a group of five Jordanian Special Police Unit officers on guard at the centre opened fire. The officers in the convoy returned fire.

Mr. Feller said the deceased Jordanian officer joined the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) on 29 March, while most of the correctional officers in the convoy had arrived on 7 April and were undergoing pre-induction training.

He added that “a thorough investigation has been launched” into the shooting, but no conclusions could be drawn yet on the reasons behind it.

The senior UN envoy to Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, said he was “deeply shocked and dismayed at the unfortunate death of dedicated professionals who have come such a great distance to help Kosovo on its road to the future.”

Today Mr. Holkeri visited two of the wounded – US nationals Ronald Hicks and Elizabeth Mechler – who are receiving treatment in a field hospital in southern Kosovo. He delivered a message of sympathy from UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and voiced his condolences for the loss of their colleagues.

* * *

Sudan

19 April – Calling on all groups to stop attacking civilians, the United Nations humanitarian office for Sudan has expressed concern about the impact of militia attacks and fighting between Government forces and rebel groups in the Upper Nile region of southern Sudan.


In a press statement released yesterday, the Office of the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Sudan said more than 50,000 people have been internally displaced since early last month in the Shilluk kingdom area, which is in the northern section of the Upper Nile region. 


There have been reports of rapes and looting, the Office reported, while villages have also been burnt down, destroying schools and clinics in the process. 


The UN urged all armed groups to protect the lives, human rights and property of civilians, and said all attacks against civilians must stop. 

The Sudanese Government and rebel groups, including the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) have been waging civil war in the country’s south for nearly two decades. There have also been militia attacks recently. Peace talks to resolve the conflict in southern Sudan are taking place in Naivasha, Kenya.

The conflict is separate to the fighting that has broken out in the Darfur region, in Sudan’s west, since early last year. In Darfur, about 750,000 people are internally displaced and another 110,000 refugees have fled to Chad because of the war there between the Sudanese Government, allied militia groups and rebel forces.

UN agencies say they are having difficulty reaching many of the displaced civilians in the Shilluk kingdom area as they have had to suspend operations several times this year because of continuing insecurity. But relief is being brought to the estimated 13,000 civilians who have fled to the government-held town of Malakal. 

* * *

DR of Congo


19 April 2004 – United Nations officials warn that “an acute humanitarian crisis is in the making” in two southwestern provinces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where tens of thousands of Congolese civilians are returning after being expelled from neighbouring Angola. 


The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has just returned from an inter-agency mission to the Bandundu and Western Kasai provinces, which has poor transport links and many remote localities. It found there was an urgent need there for food supplies, clean water, better health care and transport assistance. 


In a situation report released on Saturday, OCHA said aid agencies and officials from the DRC Government estimate between 80,000 and 100,000 Congolese either have been or will be returning to the two provinces. Since 2 April alone, more than 40,000 people have been come back. 


Last December Angola’s Government began expelling the thousands of Congolese who had been living and working illegally as manual labourers in the country’s diamond mines. The returnees have to cross over the Tungila River separating the two nations, and OCHA said people are reported to have drowned in the attempt. 


“The human rights and health situation is a major concern,” OCHA said in the situation report, citing the move of Angolan military agents to force returnees to submit to invasive bodily searches for hidden diamonds. 


“According to reports, the searches are being conducted in a manner that is causing psychological and physical trauma and even death,” the OCHA report stated. 


UN agencies – including the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) – and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have begun mobilizing to send relief supplies to the area to help the returnees. 


OCHA said it was planning a second inter-agency mission to the affected area, this one focusing on Western Kasai province. 

* * *

ICTY

19 April – Dismissing a former Bosnian Serb army general’s appeal against his conviction, the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today unanimously confirmed that Bosnian Serb forces committed genocide during the notorious massacre in Srebrenica in July 1995.

Five judges of the Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) ruled that its Trial Chamber was correct in August 2001 to convict Radislav Krstic of genocide. But they reduced his jail sentence to 35 years from 46 years.

Between 7,000 and 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were murdered in Srebrenica in July 1995, despite the town and its immediate surrounds being designated by the UN as a “safe area” for civilians.

At the time of the massacre General Krstic was deputy commander of the Drina Corps, one section of the army of Republika Srpska, which was known as the VRS.

Releasing its verdict today, the five judges rejected the argument of General Krstic’s lawyers that the events at Srebrenica did not meet the legal definition of genocide.

The judges said the scale of the killings, as well as the inclusion of boys and elderly men outside military recruitment age in the group of victims, indicated that the VRS wanted to ensure the demise of the local Muslim community.

“By seeking to eliminate a part of the Bosnian Muslims, the Bosnian Serb forces committed genocide,” the court said in a summary of its judgment. “They targeted for extinction the 40,000 Bosnian Muslims living in Srebrenica, a group which was emblematic of the Bosnian Muslims in general.

“They stripped all the male Muslim prisoners, military and civilian, elderly and young, of their personal belongings and identification, and deliberately and methodically killed them solely on the basis of their identity.”

But the judges reduced General Krstic’s sentence, saying he could not be found to have had genocidal intent. While he was aware that others intended to commit genocide, and did nothing to prevent the use of Drina Corps personnel and resources to achieve this aim, the judges said his “responsibility is accurately characterized as aiding and abetting genocide,” rather than complicity in genocide.

* * *

Iraq


19 April – The United Nations today reported transferring $500 million in surplus money from its now-defunct Oil-for-Food programme to the Development Fund for Iraq (DFI).


The transfer comes as part of a process that began in response to Security Council resolution 1483, adopted in May 2003.


That measure, in part, underlined that the DFI “shall be used in a transparent manner to meet the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people, for the economic reconstruction and repair of Iraq’s infrastructure, for the continued disarmament of Iraq, and for the costs of Iraqi civilian administration,” as well as for other purposes benefiting the Iraqi people.


To date, a total of $8.1 billion has been transferred.

* * *

Haiti

19 April – The violence that brought about the change of Haiti’s government earlier this year has had a severe impact on the 2,000 street children in the capital, Port-au-Prince, and on the 120,000 girls who work as domestic servants across the country, according to a United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) assessment mission.

“The conflict affected every child in Haiti because of an environment of impunity. The increase in violence meant that the supply of food was considerably reduced, medical help was virtually unobtainable, and schools were closed for months. The crisis is over, but its effect on children is still of real concern to us,” UNICEF representative Francoise Gruloos-Ackermans says.

The mission’s report says children were recruited by armed gangs in almost a third of the 31 surveyed zones and now live in fear of retribution for any violence in which they took part, while in more than 15 per cent of the surveyed zones, children were reportedly murdered in the violence. A zone is a town or city and its suburbs.

Children were shot and wounded or were beaten by armed gangs in more than a third of the surveyed zones and the number of child rapes increased significantly in the urban areas. A human rights organization reported that nine girls were raped in the town of Cabaret over the course of only two days, UNICEF says.

Schools and hospitals were often the targets of violence and looting, it says.

Nearly half of primary-school-aged children are not in school and 80 per cent of those eligible do not go to secondary school. Haiti has a literacy rate under 45 per cent, the lowest in the Americas, and the recent crisis has exacerbated the situation, UNICEF says.

* * *

Afghanistan

19 April – The United Nations expects up to 1 million Afghan refugees to be repatriated from host countries Iran and Pakistan and up to 100,000 internally displaced people to return to their southern and western Afghanistan homes this year, UN High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers said.

“I do hope that after somewhat slowing down, and following the start of this year’s organized returns, we will see a substantial repatriation,” the High Commissioner said yesterday in Kabul after his four-day visit to Afghanistan, his sixth trip to the region since early 2001.

“To give you an indication, we think it is possible this year to see some substantial numbers again, even up to 1 million from host countries, Iran and Pakistan.”
The drop-off in numbers took place during the harsh winter months and also followed the murder of UNHCR aid worker Bettina Goislard in eastern Ghazni province last year. Some 100,000 Afghans have been repatriated from neighbouring countries so far this year.

Mr. Lubbers suggested that the Afghan Government offer state-owned land to categories of refugees vital to the country’s reconstruction, such as teachers.

While in Afghanistan, he met President Hamid Karzai and ministers of his government before proceeding to Pakistan for meetings on Monday with President Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali.
Meanwhile, the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and the Afghan Ministry of Defence, in a joint project called the Afghanistan New Beginnings Programme (ANBP), have collected between 4,000 and 5,000 heavy weapons, most of which need cranes to move them to eight or nine designated cantonment sites, ANBP Acting Programme Director Peter Babbington told a separate news conference in Kabul.

* * *

ICTR

19 April – Sir Dennis Byron of Saint Kitts and Nevis has become a permanent judge of the United Nations war crimes tribunal for Rwanda, replacing his compatriot Judge Lloyd George Williams, who resigned last month.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed Sir Dennis to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) earlier this month after an exchange of letters with the Security Council and General Assembly.

Sir Dennis assumed the post on 8 April and will serve out the remainder of Judge Williams’ term, which expires on 24 May 2007. He will serve in Trial Chamber III. Born in 1943, Sir Dennis has been a judge of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court since 1982, becoming the Court’s Chief Justice in 1999.

* * *

Sustainable development

19 April – The world needs to more than double its spending if it is to achieve its 2015 target of halving the proportion of people without access to sanitation and drinking water, a senior United Nations official today told a UN commission set up to promote sustainable development in poor countries.

José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, said that while there has been progress towards meeting targets for access to clean drinking water and improved sanitation, especially in East and South Asia, it has not been fast enough, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.

In a statement to the 12th annual session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) – meeting in New York this month to focus on water, sanitation and human settlements – Mr. Ocampo said two billion more people need access to sanitation and another 1.6 billion people require clean drinking water in order to meet targets set at previous international meetings.

To achieve this, he said, even with the lowest-cost solutions, the world has to invest $33 billion – more than twice the current level of global spending, which is $16 billion.

“Stronger political will and more effective institutions, however crucial to progress, must be matched by additional financial resources,” Mr. Ocampo said.

He warned that rapid urbanization is adding to the pressure by expanding the numbers of people living in slums, where investment in improvements is limited by the absence of formal land titles. By 2020 another 500 million people could swell the existing ranks of 900 million slum-dwellers.

Mr. Ocampo identified several of the most acute problems that need tackling, including under-investment in rural sanitation, a lack of hygiene education in many areas and the disposal of untreated wastewater into rivers and streams in developing countries.

Anna Kajumolo Tibaijuka, Executive Director of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), told the CSD that policy-makers must focus their water and sanitation initiatives on the world’s cities and towns, which are expected to account for 95 per cent of future population growth.

“Provision of basic services and slum upgrading must become core business for local and national governments alike,” she said, adding that innovative new financing partnerships are needed to spur investment in poorer nations.

CSD Chairman Børge Brende of Norway stressed that improving the standard of sanitation and drinking water around the world would bring economic benefits, such as by drastically reducing the number of people in hospital because of water-borne diseases.

“Total economic benefits of reaching the sanitation target may be of the order of $63 billion annually. With a cost if about $11 billion, this implies that investments in sanitation yield six-fold benefits,” he said.

Crown Prince Willem Alexander of the Netherlands, who has been involved in campaigns to expand access to safe water supplies, said access to water underpins – either directly or indirectly – every one of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The MDGs are a set of time-bound targets, such as halving extreme poverty, agreed to by world leaders at a UN summit in 2000.

Prince Willem Alexander said public-private partnerships must be encouraged because they attract more investment and they will help to share knowledge about technology and practices that can improve sanitation and water standards.

* * *

Peacekeeping

19 April – As yearly casualties in armed conflicts in the new century drop to about one-tenth the annual deaths in the 1990s, the international community must prevent new flare-ups by investing time and funds in preparing post-conflict countries for democratic governance and economic development, the top United Nations peacekeeping official says.

With fewer wars beginning and many more ending, the demands of those that are winding down are stretching the UN’s peacekeeping capacities, Under-Secretary-General Jean-Marie Guéhenno of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) said in a commentary in the International Herald Tribune newspaper today.

The United Nations must continue to avoid taking part in hot wars, he said. It must follow the recent trend of partnering with such regional organizations as the European Union, NATO and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), use the right tools for the job and persevere until peace takes root in the country.

“Building peace from the ashes of war takes time and the international community must be willing to work with local institutions until they are ready to shoulder responsibility for democratic governance, the rule of law and continued economic development. Peacekeeping operations must be linked to a longer term plan for achieving this sort of stability,” he said.

Support for successful peacekeeping must come from both developed and developing countries, which must provide the men and women in uniform, the specialized military support services from those countries that have them, the financial resources, the strategic force reserves and the sustained commitment, Mr. Guéhenno said.

To ensure that current conflicts end completely, the UN Security Council has deployed new peacekeeping missions in Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire, bringing to 15 the number of UN-led missions, with 50,000 soldiers and police on three continents, while in Haiti, a multinational force will soon be replaced by UN troops. The numbers of soldiers and police could rise to 70,000 or more by the end of 2004, he said.

“There is a paradox, though, in this growing peace: The military resources needed to help keep the peace are being strained by so much peace to keep,” he said.

The UN peacekeeping bill could rise to $4 billion a year, but that would be less than 1 per cent of what the United States alone spends each year on defence, he said. Perhaps a more difficult problem would be that for every staff member in the UN peacekeeping headquarters, more than 100 would be stationed in the field, creating major challenges in planning, force generation, logistics, procurement and command and control.

* * *

Forests


19 April – With illegal logging, forest fires and invasive tree species threatening native forests in the Asia-Pacific region, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today called for stronger regional cooperation to remedy the situation.

At the start of a five-day Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission meeting in Nadi, Fiji, FAO also stressed the need to ensure the role of forests in poverty alleviation, biodiversity conservation and ensuring clean water. 

. 

Most countries in the region have developed well-defined policies and innovative tools for sustainable forestry, but since they often lack the capacity for effective implementation, overall progress remains slow, according to the agency. 

“It is encouraging to see that the concept of sustainable forestry is increasingly gaining ground in the Asia-Pacific region,” said Hosny El-Lakany, FAO Assistant Director-General for Forestry. “We see regional collaboration as a key force behind the progress that is being made.” 

The agency brings countries in the region together every two years to discuss common forest problems and policy issues, seek solutions, and learn from each other’s experiences. Representatives of more than 30 States are expected to attend this year. Among the most pressing issues they will discuss are illegal logging, forest fires and forest rehabilitation. 

At the outset, FAO called for stronger regional cooperation in managing forest fires and in controlling invasive tree species, which are introduced and then spread, behaving like weeds and threatening the survival of native species.

The total natural forest area in the region is estimated at 585 million hectares. About 2.5 million hectares of natural forest were cleared annually in the past decade. The region has suffered significant losses because of forest fires and illegal logging.

In the 1990s, seven countries lost more than 10 per cent of their forest cover: Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines and Sri Lanka. But there has also been some progress in reducing deforestation, Mr. El-Lakany said.

On the positive side, eight nations increased their forest cover in the same period, and the region leads the world in creating new forests. The majority of industrial wood production in the region is now coming from plantation forests, according to FAO. 

* * *

Inter-Parliamentary Union

19 April – Peacekeeping, peacebuilding and reconciliation need a fair and just review of past abuses to comfort victims and improve factional relations, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has told the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), the 113-year-old international association of parliaments of sovereign states.

In a message delivered yesterday by Assistant-Secretary-General Danilo Turk to the IPU’s 110th annual assembly in Mexico City, Mr. Annan said parliamentarians can play a vital role in national recovery efforts in post-conflict countries by establishing bodies that promote justice, dialogue and reconciliation. 

“Only a fair and judicious process of airing difficult facts and feelings can provide a foundation for improved relations following a conflict, political upheaval, or other national trauma. Only a genuine acceptance of what has taken place can bring solace to the victims and healing to all of society,” Mr. Annan said at the opening of the meeting, scheduled to run through Friday.

He noted that the UN and the IPU have worked on joint technical assistance projects for parliaments in many countries, including Albania, Timor-Leste and Uruguay.

In each of the situations where the UN is involved, “from Afghanistan to West Africa, from Tajikistan to Timor-Leste, from Guatemala to Guinea-Bissau,” the national histories, the wounds and the way forward have been unique, but “they are linked by the need to address the painful legacy of past abuses,” he said.

For this reason, the UN opposes impunity in cases of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and other serious violations of international human rights, he said.

Criminal justice, as an instrument of truth, must be combined with efforts to acknowledge the suffering of victims and to arrive at a common national understanding of the root causes of community hatred, he said.

“You can set an example, in your own deliberations, of dialogue among communities divided by hatred. Through your legislative power, you can give domestic meaning to international standards and agreements,” Mr. Annan said to the lawmakers.

* * *

Sri Lanka

19 April – Confirming the deaths of two child soldiers last week during fighting between two factions of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in Sri Lanka, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has called on the rebel group to free its remaining child soldiers and not to re-recruit those it has already released.

In a statement released Friday, UNICEF said the victims, both girls, were aged 17 and 18. They were killed during fighting in Sri Lanka’s east between the LTTE and a breakaway group.

UNICEF’s Representative in Sri Lanka, Ted Chaiban, said the recruitment and use of child soldiers cannot be tolerated.

“Children should never be recruited or accepted voluntarily into military organizations. Even now in a time of relative peace in Sri Lanka, children have been sent to the front lines and died there,” he said.

UNICEF has been working to facilitate the release of hundreds of child soldiers from the ranks of the LTTE. Last Tuesday the LTTE formally released 209 children, who were assisted in returning to their families by UNICEF. Another 50 returned of their own accord.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Statement Issued Sunday on Middle East
I am going to start by reading into the record a statement we issued Saturday evening:

“The Secretary-General condemns Israel’s assassination of Hamas leader Abdelaziz Rantissi.  He reiterates that extrajudicial killings are violations of international law and calls on the Government of Israel to immediately end this practice.  He is apprehensive that such an action would lead to further deterioration of an already distressing and fragile situation.

“The only way to halt an escalation in the violence is for Israelis and Palestinians to work towards a viable negotiating process aimed at a just, lasting and comprehensive settlement, based on the Quartet’s Road Map.”

**Security Council
A related subject, the Security Council has scheduled consultations at noon today on the subject of the Middle East.

**Cyprus
On Cyprus, in a report to the Security Council, the Secretary-General requests that the Council endorse the Foundation Agreement, prohibit the supply of arms to Cyprus and approve the mandate of a new United Nations operation in Cyprus.  This request is being submitted in accordance with the plan as finalized on 31 March this year at the invitation of the parties.

The decisions requested of the Security Council would be contingent on the outcome of the referenda, and would be null and void if the Foundation Agreement did not enter into force for any reason.

As for the new UN operation on the island, its mandate would include, among other things, monitoring and verification of compliance by the parties of the provisions of the plan relating to troops withdrawals, dissolution of local forces, and police activities. It would enjoy freedom of movement throughout the island.  It would be comprised of some 2,500 troops and a substantial number of civilian staff, both national and international.

The full report is available in my office.

**Kosovo/Police Shoot-Out
From Kosovo we have news that three international UN police officers were killed and 11 injured in a shoot-out at the Mitrovica detention centre.  Among the deceased are two American officers and one Jordanian officer.  Vehicles 

carrying the Americans, and others, were fired upon by at least one officer from a group of five Jordanian Special Police Unit officers on guard at the detention centre.
At this stage, there are no conclusions on the reason for the shooting.  An investigation, under the direction of the UN police commissioner, has begun.  The immunity of four Jordanian officers has been lifted during the arrest, detention and pre-trial investigation process.
Harri Holkeri, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, has expressed his condolences to the families of the deceased, as well as a speedy recovery for the injured.
**DR Congo Humanitarian crisis
The Angolan Government’s policy of expelling Congolese civilians who have been working illegally in Angola as manual diamond miners, is reported to be leading to an acute humanitarian crisis in the south-west of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
The UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that some 20,000 Congolese have been forcibly expelled from Angola across the TungilaRiver in the past year and returned to remote areas of south-western DRC.  A further 40,000 arrivals have been registered since the beginning of April, with more than 2,500 people arriving every day.  This number is likely to be much higher, as many of them are not passing through registration points.

OCHA and its humanitarian partners are determining the immediate needs of the returnees in food, water and transportation assistance, especially for the river crossing where people are already reported to have drowned. Further information is available in a situation report.
**Sudan
On the Sudan, the UN Humanitarian Office for Sudan has expressed concern at the humanitarian consequences of conflict in the northern Upper Nile region of southern Sudan, and is urging all armed groups to protect the lives, property and human rights of civilians and to cease attacks on civilian targets.
It says that since early March, at least 50,000 people have been displaced by militia attacks and clashes between the Government of Sudan and the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) forces in the area.  Villages have been burnt while looting and rapes have been reported.  Civilian infrastructure, including schools and clinics, have been destroyed.
UN and non-governmental aid organizations in the humanitarian Operation Lifeline Sudan consortium working in the SPLM/A-held areas have been forced to suspend operations and relocate staff several times this year due to the conflict.  The latest suspension began on 30 March and remains in force due to continuing insecurity.
**Iraq
We have been informed by the UN Comptroller that a further $500 million was transferred from the “oil-for-food” escrow account to the Development Fund for Iraq.  This brings the total transferred to date to $8.1 billion.
**Haiti
On Haiti, a nationwide assessment, conducted by UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, in Haiti last month, shows that the recent political violence has had a severe impact on Haiti’s children, particularly the most vulnerable, such as the 2,000 children living in the streets of Port-au-Prince, and the 120,000 girls who work as domestic servants.
Among other findings, the study finds that children were recruited by armed gangs in almost a third of the surveyed zones and that many children who participated in violent activities now fear retribution for their actions.  We have a press release on that.
**ICTY
The appeals chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia today affirmed that Bosnian Serb forces committed genocide in Srebrenica in 1995.  Dismissing an appeal in the case of a Bosnian Serb Commander, Radislav Krstic, the appeals chamber ruled that, “by seeking to eliminate a part of the Bosnian Muslims, the Bosnian Serb forces committed genocide”.
The Tribunal also affirmed Krstic’s guilt and handed him a sentence of 35 years in prison, a reduction from the 46 years he had been sentenced to by the trial chamber.
**Rwanda
Out on the racks today is a letter from the Secretary-General to the President of the Security Council, concerning the resignation of Judge Lloyd George Williams, of Saint Kitts and Nevis, from the International Tribunal for Rwanda.  He notes that Saint Kitts has presented another candidate, Sir Charles Michael Dennis Byron, to replace Judge Williams.
**Afghanistan
One million Afghans are expected to return to their homes this year, UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers said Sunday while visiting Afghanistan.  That number includes some 50,000 to 100,000 displaced persons who have been living mostly in southern and western Afghanistan.  Also on Afghanistan, we have out today the Sunday briefing notes from Kabul.
**SG Message
The painful legacy of past abuses must be confronted if we are to build reconciliation after conflicts, the Secretary-General says in a message to the Inter-Parliamentary Union.
In a message to the Union’s 110th assembly, which began yesterday in Mexico City, the Secretary-General says that perpetrators must be prosecuted, but criminal justice must be combined with efforts to acknowledge the suffering of victims and to deal with the root causes.  We have copies of that message upstairs.
**Commission on Sustainable Development
The Commission on Sustainable Development opened the main part of its twelfth session today in New York, to review the progress made in meeting global targets on water, sanitation and slums.  We have press kits and opening statements available at the documents counter.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
Press conference here tomorrow, 11:15, Sulafa Al-Bassam, the Chief of the UN Regional Commission Liaison Unit, and others will be here to brief you on the agreement to complete a 140,000-kilometre highway network linking 32 Asian nations.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And then our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Martin Barber, Director of the UN Mine Action Service, and he will brief you on the status of the anti-personnel mine-ban treaty and the upcoming Nairobi Summit for a Mine-Free World.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Bill?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Fred, how would you sum up what the Secretary-General would like to get from the Security Council vis-à-vis the oil-for-food investigation in terms of resolutions, statement, and endorsement of the panel?  And also, did he get Russia’s agreement to support such a move in a phone call that may have been made on Friday to Foreign Minister Lavrov?
Spokesman:  Council members are now discussing, continuing to discuss, a possible resolution.  So, I don’t want to interfere with that process by expressing the Secretary-General’s preferences.  The Secretary-General did have a phone call with Foreign Minister Lavrov.  It was not Friday; it was Saturday.  And we’ll see how those discussions go today as to what result they might produce.  But I don’t want to say anything more, either about the SG’s views or his conversations with Foreign Minister Lavrov.  Edie?
Question:  I know you said that there were no conclusions about the investigation in Kosovo.  But could you tell us whether you know whether there had been any contact at all between the Americans, who were rather newly arrived, and this group of Jordanians?
Spokesman:  I don’t think we know enough about the circumstances preceding this shooting incident to say.  So, I think that’s one of the things that the investigation is expected to produce.  We have nothing concrete.  Yes, Mark?
Question:  I was just wondering if you could sketch out Mr. Brahimi’s programme over the next few days, which countries he’s going to visit, who he is going to speak to in Europe?
Spokesman:  I think you’ve seen reports that I can confirm that while he was in Paris on a private visit over the weekend, he met with the French Foreign Minister and the German Foreign Minister who was visiting Paris at the time.  Today he is in Italy.  He had some previously scheduled speaking engagements regarding Afghanistan in Italy.  But he’s going to use that opportunity to have some meetings with senior Italian officials.  So, in Italy for a couple of days, and that’s about all I know for now.
Question:  Do you know if he has plans to go to Spain?
Spokesman:  I don’t have that information.  If you check with me after the briefing, I will see what else we might have upstairs.  [He later said Spain is not currently on Mr. Brahimi’s agenda.]
Question:  Do you know... (Inaudible)
Spokesman:  I have nothing on that either, although I think he is expected back in New York.  But I have nothing further on his programme now.  So, if you would check with me later.  Follow up, Mark?
Question:  Yes, just one other thing on Iraq.  Could you confirm how many countries the UN has approached regarding the creation of a multinational force, or whatever it’s going to be called, to protect the UN and what sort of reaction you’re getting from those countries at the moment?
Spokesman:  I don’t have such information now.  I have to see if I can get something for you.  Yes, Sir?  [He later said that the UN is not involved in requesting troops for any force in Iraq.]
Question:  What does the Secretary-General expect now after his report on the Cyprus issue?
Spokesman:  Well, we’re all waiting to see what the outcome of the referendum will be on the 24th.  Let me take, yes, Vladimir?
Question:  Would you please confirm the reports coming from Tbilisi that Eduard Shevardnadze has been offered a position of adviser to the UN Secretary-General?
Spokesman:  I think that was a result of some garbled reporting.  What happened was that someone from UNICEF, the Deputy Assistant Executive Director Kul Gautam, had a meeting with Mr. Shevardnadze on a visit to Tbilisi.  It had nothing to do with the Secretary-General or any possible role for the Secretary-General.  So, as a result of that confusion, the UN Resident Coordinator for Georgia, Lance Clarke, met today with the former President, thanked him for what he might have offered in response to Mr. Kul Gautam’s exploration of a possible role for Mr. Shevardnadze in connection with UNICEF.  But it had no connection with the Secretary-General whatsoever.  And I don’t think the Secretary-General was even aware that this discussion was taking place.  Yes?
Question:  Do you have any news on the black box investigation, or do you know why it’s taking so much time to come up with answers?
Spokesman:  No.  I have nothing fresh on that.  The last thing we were told was that the kind of testing that’s being done now can take weeks and weeks.  But, I frankly haven’t asked.  But, I’d be happy to make a call for you after the briefing today.  Bill?  [He later said the analysis was continuing.]
Question:  Just to clarify one thing:  I have read several news accounts that have described the interim government in Iraq taking over after 30 June as to be UN-appointed.  Am I not correct that Brahimi’s recommendation was actually for an interim government to be appointed in consultation with UN officials, Coalition officials, Iraqi governing officials and Iraqi judges?
Spokesman:  That’s my understanding of what Mr. Brahimi has proposed.  It’s still in his view not a fleshed out proposal.  He said that he had only 10 days to consult there, and he indicated his intention to go back, I think in as early as a week’s time, to resume consultations.  But, yes, my impression is the same as yours as to what he has proposed.
Is that it?  Thank you very much.
* *** *
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