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Top UN envoy killed in Baghdad blast 

     Rescuers are still searching the devastated Iraq headquarters of the United Nations in Baghdad, where a bomb blast killed at least 17 people including top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello. 

     More than 100 people were injured in Tuesday's blast, which brought down three floors of the concrete building as a UN press conference on mine clearance was being held. 

     Many people are believed to be still trapped in the rubble. 

     The US military said the blast was caused by a bomb in a cement truck and was possibly a suicide attack. The truck was parked just outside de Mello's office when the device went off at about 1640 (1240GMT). 

     The 55-year-old Brazilian diplomat died after being trapped under rubble for  several hours. 

     UN Secretary General Kofi Annan condemned the attack as a "crime not onlyagainst the United Nations but against Iraq itself". 

     "Nothing can excuse this act of unprovoked and murderous violence against men and women who went to Iraq... to help the Iraqi people," he said in a statement. 

     Mr Annan interrupted his vacation in Finland to return to New York, where he will brief the UN Security Council on the bombing on Wednesday. 

     The dead also included the Iraq coordinator for the UN children's fund Unicef and several World Bank staff. 

     It is believed to be the most devastating attack on a UN civilian complex in the body's 58-year-old history. 

     At UN headquarters in New York, all the national flags ringing the entrance were taken down and the UN flag flew at half-mast. 

     Undeterred 

     The top US official in Iraq, Paul Bremer, vowed to pursue those behind the bombing. 

             UN HQ BLAST 

             Blast hit entrance of UN HQ 

             Offices destroyed on three levels 

             Explosion very close to UN special representative's

             2nd-floor office 

             Building previously used by UN weapons inspectors and

             other UN agencies 

     "This is an awful time. We will leave no stone unturned to find the people who did this," he said. 

     The Syrian diplomat who currently chairs the UN Security Council said the world body would not be dissuaded from its work. 

     "Such terrorist incidents cannot break the will of the international community to further  intensify its efforts to help the people of Iraq," Fayssal Mekdad said on behalf of the Security Council. 

     US President George W Bush, speaking from his ranch in Texas, blamed the attack on "terrorists" who he called "the enemies of the Iraqi people". 

     "The civilised world will not be intimidated," he said. 

     The UN compound was guarded by American troops. 

     The BBC's Susannah Price in Baghdad says the attack is a huge blow to the coalition's hopes of demonstrating they can bring the security and stability that ordinary Iraqis crave. 

     The blast came only hours after Mr Bush had welcomed the capture of a former Iraqi vice-president known as "Saddam's knuckles". 

     Taha Yassin Ramadan was seized in the northern city of Mosul on Monday and has now been handed over to the US Army. 

             The attacks won't stop until a stable and popular government is in place Emma, Canada 

     The BBC's Middle East analyst Roger Hardy says the attackers may have targeted the UN building because they considered the world body to be America's junior partner in the occupation of Iraq. 

     But most Iraqis do not agree, and seem to want a bigger a role for the UN, he says. 

     They tend to focus their hostility and resentment on the Americans, he adds. 

     The bombing follows a spate of attacks by shadowy fighters opposed to the occupation of Iraq. 

     At least 60 US soldiers have died since 1 May, when President Bush declared an end to major combat operations in Iraq. 

     Utilities and other oil facilities have also been attacked. 

     US army engineers are currently struggling to contain a fire on Iraq's main northern oil export pipeline, following two attacks at the weekend. 

     On 7 August 11 people died in a bomb attack against the Jordanian embassy in Baghdad. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

UN chief gave new voice to Iraq 

Jonathan Steele

Wednesday August 20, 2003

The Guardian 

Sergio Vieira de Mello, the 55-year-old Brazilian who headed the UN mission in Iraq, was one of the most brilliant civil servants on the United Nations' global staff. 

With two doctorates in philosophy from the Sorbonne, he was fluent in several languages and had served on every continent for the United Nations, performing key roles in human rights protection and peacekeeping in Lebanon, Bosnia, Cambodia, Kosovo and East Timor. 

In his most recent role as the UN's special representative in Iraq, he had used his diplomatic talents to give the UN an influential say in the transition from US occupation to independence. In language which differed sharply from the  triumphalism of the Americans, he repeatedly talked of the damage done to Iraq by years of sanctions. 

He persuaded Paul Bremer, the US administrator, to create a "governing council" of senior Iraqis which would have the power to appoint ministers rather than be merely an advisory panel under American supervision. In recognition of this, the council invited him to be the only foreigner to speak at the ceremony which inaugurated the new body in July. 

While Mr Bremer and John Sawers, the British envoy, sat quietly in the hall as representatives of the invading and occupying powers, Mr de Mello told Iraqis on national TV: "Iraq today finds itself in a unique and difficult situation - a great country beset by much recent tragedy, currently without full enjoyment of its sovereignty. Your convening marks the first major development towards the restoration of Iraq's rightful status as a fully sovereign state". 

Mr de Mello's main job until his death yesterday was UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, a post in which he succeeded Mary Robinson, the former Irish president. He agreed to take four months absence to become Kofi Annan's envoy in Iraq. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

African slum unites to fight disease 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     People in a deprived part of the Zambian capital, Lusaka, have banded together in an ambitious attempt to improve their health. 

     They are working for nothing to build and maintain new drains that will not spread disease. 

     The capital cost of the drains themselves is being paid by the UK Government.  The incidence of malaria, cholera and other water-borne diseases has already fallen significantly. 

     The experience of the people of Mandevu is one of the subjects of City Slickers, a film made by Television Trust for the Environment (TVE) in its Earth Report series and shown on BBC World. 

     Click here to watch the programme 

     It is one of the Hands On films, made by TVE and the Intermediate Technology Development Group as guides to how poor communities are working to improve their lives. 

     Danger drains 

     Mandevu is home to 20,000 people, and conditions there can be grim. 

     One long-established resident, Joyce Phiri, tells TVE: "My family normally has malaria because of the mosquitoes in this drain... the water is stagnant, which makes it a breeding ground for the mosquitoes. 

     "In the rainy season the drains overflow, flooding our house and spreading malaria and cholera." 

     Most people in Mandevu use pit latrines, which can leak into the water supply,  especially at times of high rainfall. 

     Lusaka city council has the know how to remedy the problem, and the UK's Department for International Development (DfID) is providing the money, through its City Community Challenge Fund. 

     The people of Mandevu provide the third component, their labour. Their aim is to build and then care for nearly 1,500 metres of flood-resistant drainage. 

     All their own work 

     Not far away in Chazanga, the British fund is paying for a VIP, a ventilated improved pit latrine. It is in the marketplace and near a bus stop, and is  designed not to leak into the water table. 

     One local resident, Irene Nkanga Mulundika, says of the townspeople building the latrine: "They have a sense of responsibility and ownership, and therefore you find there's sustainability - whatever it is you've done there is maintained."

     Another project featured in City Slickers is a motorised rickshaw, the Vacutug, designed to extract human waste from pit latrines and septic tanks in the Bangladeshi capital, Dhaka. 

     Better homes 

     This means the job no longer has to be done by traditional human "sweepers", whose health is put at risk by their work and who usually tip their loads into the nearest pond or ditch. 

     Other initiatives by city communities to improve their lives covered in the film include a scheme to help squatters in Ecuador's second city, Guayaquil, toacquire inexpensive bamboo houses. 

     A poor Thai community is establishing its claim to be allowed to stay on its land in Chiang Mai by repairing a historic ciity wall and caring for an old canal. 

     And residents of an inner-city district in Bristol, UK, are co-operating to build their own sustainable homes. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

U.S. Newswire

August 19, 2003 Tuesday 2:11 PM

Experts Warn Global Changes Threaten World's Protected Areas

      Experts today warned that global changes such as climate change, growing population, and invasive alien

      species are threatening the unprecedented gains made in establishing parks and protected areas worldwide

      which today cover nearly 13 percent of the world's land area.

      Since the establishment of Yellowstone as the world's first national park in 1872, there are now 102,101

      protected areas covering 18.8 million square kilometers. The total protected areas have more than doubled

      in the last ten years. This is larger than Canada, the United States, and Germany combined. 

      "Many of these protected areas are the last strongholds of nature, and now global changes driven by

      humans are battering their doors," said Dr. Kenton Miller, vice president for conservation of the World

      Resources Institute (WRI) and chair of the IUCN's World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA). "We must find ways to adapt to these changes to ensure the long-term sustainability of our parks and protected      areas."

      The warning was issued in advance of the Fifth World Parks Congress, organized by the IUCN-The World

      Conservation Union and the WCPA in Durban, South Africa, Sept. 8-17. The congress, held once every ten years, is the premier gathering of the world's experts on protected areas. Some 2,500 experts from more      than 170 countries will attend.

      "Some of the world's rarest species are dependent on protected areas", said Jonathan Lash, WRI president.

      "As threats are increasing to almost every ecosystem, the critical resources humanity has sought to protect

      in these areas are at risk."

      In the past, protected areas managers had to contend only with such traditional problems as lack of

      legislation establishing protected areas, problems of land tenure, and lack of financing. Frequently, however, their efforts have been reactive - responding to the crises of the moment with little thought to long-term concerns that may threaten their very existence.

      Today, they have to contend with such global changes as the impact of climate change, habitat loss and

      fragmentation by roads, rising sea levels, growing human populations, invasive alien species of plants and

      animals, changing tastes and preferences of people, and decentralization of political control.

      "These problems are coming right behind us and can easily overwhelm the problems of the past," said John Waugh, acting director of the US office of IUCN-The World Conservation Union. "Protected areas and parks are at the heart of the ecosystems we need to sustain life on earth."

      Statistics from the report World Resources 2001-2002: People and Ecosystems indicate an overwhelming

      human dependence on rapidly deteriorating ecosystems, the systems that support all life on earth. One out

      of every six humans depends on fish for protein needs, yet 75 percent of the world's fisheries are

      over-fished or fished at their biological limit. Nearly forty-one of every 100 people live in water-stressed river basins. Some 350 million people are directly dependent on forests for their survival, with global forest cover declining by 46 percent since pre-agricultural times.

      While protected areas were initially established for recreation and wildlife conservation, they have now

      become places of high social and economic value and are often the cornerstones of regional and national

      development strategies. Protected areas support livelihoods, protect the supply of fresh water , harbor an

      untold wealth of genetic diversity, support a burgeoning industry in recreation and tourism, and enhance

      fisheries in surrounding waters. They also protect cultural monuments and sites of high spiritual value to

      indigenous peoples.

      However, not all crucial ecosystems are adequately included in protected areas. A WRI study of the world's watersheds, for example, reveals that less than five percent of their land area is included within designated  protected areas. This includes much of the Amazon, the Congo, and almost all the basins in India, China,  Southeast Asia, and Papua New Guinea.

      Other studies indicate that from one-fourth to one-third of the world's largest cities take some or all of their

      drinking water from catchments within protected forests. This includes Bogota, Johannesburg, Mumbai, and Rio de Janeiro.

      ------

      The World Resources Institute (http://www.wri.org/wri) is an environmental research and policy organization  that creates solutions to protect the Earth and improve people's lives.

      http://www.usnewswire.com 

      CONTACT: Adlai Amor of the World Resources Institute, 202-729-7736 or aamor@wri.org

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Irish Independent 

August 19, 2003 

FAIR TRADE NEEDS A LEVEL FIELD FOR ALL PRODUCERS 

       IT IS only natural to put our own interests first in political life. So, the IFA's latest paper onthe Common

      Agriculture Policy (CAP) and developing countries is a welcome recognition of the close connections between  Irish agriculture and global poverty. 

      Irish farmers' prosperity should not depend on denying others a decent life. We should not, therefore, be

      dumping our surpluses in poor countries overseas. Jamaican dairy farmers should not have their own

      domestic market snatched from them by EU-subsidised dairy products. Low-cost African cotton farmers

      should not be put out ofbusiness by US farmers who receive $ 4bn in subsidies annually from their

      government. Oxfam greatly welcomes the IFA's recognition that the needs of all farmers everywhereshould be considered when it comes to world trade rules. Today the CAP generatesenormous surpluses, costs  taxpayers/citizens Euro 43bn in taxes and a greater amount viaartificially higher prices per year, and it fails our farmers. The recent EU Commission reforms are only a small step towards sanity. 

      An opportunity to make further strides towards helping poor farmers everywhere comeswith the next World Trade Organisation meeting, in Cancun, Mexico, next month.Negotiations are now at a critical point. The developing countries refuse to accept richcountry hypocrisy about free trade and so progress is stalled.

      Cancun is 'make or break'time. 

      If we continue to refuse to buy the goods poor countries can produce cheaply - mainly food and fibres -

      then our markets for computers, pharmaceuticals, and other hi-techmanufactures, will be damaged. We

      already have a massively rigged, 'globalised' agricultural market, where some producers, who receive a billion dollars a day, compete with unsubsidised farmers who live on one dollar a day. 

      What we need is a level playing field. Oxfam will work with the IFA and all Irish farmers to make Cancun a real step towards this worthy goal. 

      Dr Brian Scott is Director of Oxfam Ireland.

___________________________________________________________________________________________Bangkok Post 

August 15, 2003 

WTO RULES WILL HURT SERVICES' 

      BYLINE: Aphaluck Bhatiasevi 

Opening the health sector to free trade under WTO rules would worsen the shortage of doctors at state

      hospitals, the Network of Thai NGOs on Health warned yesterday. 

      Sureerat Treemanka, the coordinator, said the health sector issue was on the agenda for the World Trade

      Organisation meeting in Cancun, Mexico, next month. The government's plan to promote the country as a

      medical hub would also lure doctors from the public sector into better-paid private sector jobs, she said. 

      While the government was making efforts to ensure health security through the 30-baht scheme, it was also

      trying to draw more foreign customers into the country's private health sector. This could could cause

      problems for local services. 

      The government plans to promote Bangkok, Chiang Mai and Phuket as medical hubs for services ranging from cosmetic surgery to traditional healing, which includes massage and spas. 

      Other key issues for health advocates pushing for negotiations in Cancun are drug patents and cheap drugs

      for poor countries. 

      Drugs are special products that are necessary for survival and should not be excluded from the WTO

      agreements,'' Ms Sureerat said. 

      The NGOs would push for cuts in the patent protection period of drugs, not just the 21 diseases _ including

      Aids, malaria and tuberculosis _ agreed at the WTO meeting in Doha two years ago. 

      The agreement failed to include diseases which require expensive medication such as cancer, heart disease,

      diabetes and asthma, she said. The network urged the government to support a plan for countries able to

manufacture drugs under patent to be allowed to export them to poor countries. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

20 August 2003
General Environmental news

Congo, DR Congo cooperate in forest management 

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - Congolese Environment and Forest Economy minister Henri Djombo has expressed of he and his DR Congo counterpart Anselme Enerunga to develop a partnership in the management of the forest in the Congo Basin. Djombo said he was committed to implementing a common policy on the exploitation of the Congo Basin, as well as a plan to fight illegal exploitation of its flora and fauna. The Congolese official further announced the organization in September of two congresses on protected areas, in Durban (South Africa) and Quebec (Canada) respectively.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng008749&dte=19/08/2003
Firms Warned Over Effluents

The East African (Nairobi): OLD FACTORIES in Uganda operating without effluent-treatment facilities have been given six months to acquire them or be closed. According to sources at the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) sources, one of the factories to be affected is polluting River Rwizi, one of the biggest rivers in western Uganda. The NEMA executive director said that the authority had given the deadline to the factories, so that they could put in place effluent facilities before any action was taken against them. Without disclosing the names of factories to be affected, he said that the idea was for them to enter into compliance agreements with NEMA, under which they would be assisted. At present there are many such factories, which were built before the NEMA came into being. They are thought to be the main source of pollution in the country at present. Mr. Mugisha said NEMA officers would monitor the implementation of the agreement but if the factories faced problems along the way, NEMA would intervene, adding: "We did this with Hima Cement Industry in western Uganda." Legislators, including environmental activist John Ken Lukyamuzi, have in the past accused NEMA of not taking action against polluters. To deal with the issue of old factories polluting the air, NEMA has set up a polluter permits committee that will consider requests by factories or operators of garages to discharge "above-permitted levels or standards. Such polluters will pay high permit fees, to a national environment fund, whose income will be used to treat the wastes. However, the committee is not fully operational at present.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308190867.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

 ROAP Media Update – 20 August 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

Multinationals and accountability
Asia Times Online, Hong Kong, 19 August 2003 (By Alan Boyd)  - SYDNEY - A drive to make multinationals legally accountable for their investment practices abroad, including the adoption of acceptable labor and environmental standards, has attracted unlikely support from a United Nations human-rights panel. 
But Wall Street is already contesting the central premise that individual companies could be treated to the same regulatory scrutiny as sovereign states, which would strike at the heart of international business law.
…There is already a voluntary "global compact" between the UN and two leading business associations, the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and the International Organization of Employers (IOE), that was brokered by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan in 1999. Individual signatories included the International Labor Organization (ILO), the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and the UN Environment Program (UNEP).
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Global_Economy/EH19Dj01.html 

General environment news

Greenpeace seeks action to save Pacific forests
Go Asia Pacific, August 19, 2003 - Greenpeace has called on Australia to act on a Senate Inquiry report, which has found logging in Pacific forests is detrimental to the environment.
From Port Moresby, Firmin Nanol reports. - Campaigner Stephen Campbell says while the senate committee acknowledged problems created by the logging industry in Pacific Island countries including PNG, it made no substantial recommendations about how Australia could mitigate against those effects. "If Australia is serious about security in PNG then support for a wide reaching aid package of reform in the forest sector is essential. There's a huge lack of capacity for in the regulatory and law enforcement agencies and slow progress moving to eco-forest certification." Meanwhile, Chief Secretary, Joshua Kalinoe and World Bank country manager, Mahesh Sharma denied reports that the timber industry in Papua New Guinea is being shutdown, adding the World bank's Forestry Conservation project will be fully implemented with timber permits brought to compliance with respective laws governing the industry. 
http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNP_927187.htm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –19 August   2003

www.ips.org
WTO-CANCUN:
South Seeks Life Buoy for Farm Trade Talks 

Gustavo Capdevila 


GENEVA, Aug 19 (IPS) - A group of developing countries is discussing an initiative that could be the last chance for averting failure of agricultural trade negotiations at the WTO ministerial conference next month in the Mexican resort city of Cancun. 

Trade officials from Argentina, Brazil, China, India and Kenya are working in Geneva on a document that aims to consolidate the issues of critical interest to the developing South. 

The text is to be presented Wednesday, said Brazilian representative Luiz Felipe de Seixas Correa, so that the delegation chiefs can discuss it in the afternoon session of the preparatory meetings for the Cancun conference. 

The group of developing countries -- which includes the powerhouses of the developing world -- are drawing up what is considered a counter-proposal to what the world's farm trade powers, the United States and European Union, presented last week. 

Coexisting in the group are countries that are on the offensive for liberalising agricultural trade (Argentina and Brazil), and others that have taken a defensive stance to protect their large peasant farming sectors, as is the case of India and Kenya, noted Argentine trade representative Alfredo Chiaradía. 

The authors of the initiative propose to put the pressure on the EU and United States so that they reconcile themselves to negotiating at the WTO (World Trade Organisation) a reduction of their export subsidies and domestic supports for farmers, two areas that both trade powers defend with what critics say are weak arguments. 

The counter-proposal reportedly puts less emphasis on a reform of the EU and U.S. policies on controlling access of agricultural products to their markets. 

In an assessment of the EU-U.S. farm trade proposal presented last week, India representative Kesava Chandrasekhar noted that the text is cautious on the matter of domestic supports, but is ambitious with regard to market access. 

As far as export subsidies, Chandrasekhar commented that the mandate of the last ministerial conference, held in 2001 in Doha, Qatar, is clear that this trade distorting practice must be eliminated. 

Any text for an agreement need not repeat that mandate, as does the EU-U.S. proposal, because the negotiations should be limited to the matter of the timeframe for removing export subsidies, stressed India's representative. 

At the same time, the proposal by Argentina, Brazil, China, India and Kenya would harmonise the developing world's interests through the adoption of the concept of ”special and differentiated treatment” for poor countries and the authorisation to apply protections in the cases of products considered strategic for their economies. 

The discussions of the group of developing countries, headed by Brazil, have been underway since the weekend, involving officials in their capitals and their missions in Geneva. 

The document comes at a point in WTO negotiations on farm trade have become bogged down, threatening the entire Doha Round, which also encompasses matters related to industrial tariffs, services, intellectual property, public health, and other issues of particular interest to the developing world. 

The Doha mandate established the basic elements for the entire Round of negotiations, and that the WTO members states, which now number 146, were to approve by lasts Mar. 31 the ”modalities” for the farm trade talks slated to conclude by the end of 2004. 



But as has occurred in many other areas of the Doha Round, the deadlines came and went without the parties finalising agreements. 

In the case of the agricultural talks, it was believed that the deadline would force an agreement on the modalities before the ministerial conference Sep. 10-14 in Cancun. 

But this week the possibility emerged that the modalities -- the definition of the specific characteristics that the agricultural agreement will have -- would not even be approved in CCancun. 

Dissatisfaction with the EU-U.S. initiative has led the delegations from many countries to say it would be more appropriate for the ministers to merely approve a ”framework” document on modalities at the Cancun conference. 

The framework agreement would define the key aspects for reform of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture, as the decision adopted by the trade ministers in Doha did. 

The framework idea was proposed Monday by Stuart Harbinson, of Hong Kong, chairman of the WTO Committee on Agriculture, who consulted numerous delegations at the behest of the WTO General Council chairman, Carlos Pérez del Castillo, of Uruguay, who is presiding over the Doha Round. 

Harbinson said the framework text should be ”faithful to the Doha mandate,” include the key concerns of the member states, and ”constitute a clear step forward in the negotiations.” 

The stagnation of the farm trade talks has tied the hands of the groups negotiating the other points on the Doha Round agenda because most of the WTO members are making progress in agriculture a condition for negotiating other areas. 

Argentine negotiator Chiaradía reckons there has been little if any progress on the non-farm issues, although, ”They keep talking,” he said. 

But in some areas there has been backsliding, he added, such as in market access for no-agricultural products, where negotiations are underway to reduce tariffs for industrial goods. 

Those talks seemed to be advancing at a faster pace than the rest, but they suffered a reversal after the EU, United States and Canada presented their joint initiative, commented Chiaradía. 

The counter-proposal for agricultural trade appears to have created tensions amongst countries that are otherwise on the same team. 

Argentina and Brazil's partners in Mercosur (Southern Common Market), Paraguay and Uruguay support the text, but it would imply a distancing from the Cairns Group, a bloc of countries that rely heavily on farm exports and are opposed to protectionist measures. 

Cairns Group coordinator, David Spencer, trade representative from Australia, declined to make specific comments on the matter when consulted by IPS. ”We will be considering it overnight. We've been informed what's going on. But we are not in a position to say anything.” 

The two-week process of prior negotiations for the Cancun conference is nearing the end. Pérez del Castillo announced that on Friday he would present a draft of the final ministers' declaration so that it can be discussed by the WTO General Council, to meet Aug. 25-26. (END/2003)

www.eluniversal.com
August 19, 2003
Gov´t sues U.S. in WTO over disputes 
Mexico calls for special panel, U.S. says it is `disappointed` GENEVA Mexico went on the offensive against its powerful northern neighbor Monday, bringing three separate complaints against the United States to the World Trade Organization. 

Citing a "catalog" of violations of WTO rules, Mexican WTO Ambassador Eduardo Perez Motta demanded reimbursement of more than 10 years worth of dumping duties charged by the United States on imports of Mexican cement, and also asked for rulings on the legality of duties on oil pipes and steel plate. 
"The only thing we are asking for is a (dispute settlement) panel with enough vision to grant us justice," Perez Motta told a meeting of the WTO s dispute settlement body. 

All three requests were blocked by the United States which said it was "disappointed" by the demands. However, Mexico immediately made the request again, and WTO rules prevent Washington from stopping the establishment of a panel when the issue is discussed again on Aug. 29. 

The Mexican requests come barely three weeks before the country is due to play host to a major WTO meeting. Trade ministers from all 146 WTO member countries will meet in the coastal resort of Cancun from Sept. 10-14 to make decisions on the current "round" of trade liberalization negotiations. 

Perez Motta told Monday s meeting that it first complained about U.S. duties on cement to the WTO s predecessor, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, in 1990, and they were ruled illegal. However, the GATT had no power to force Washington to drop the duties, which the United States imposed after deciding Mexican cement was being "dumped," or sold below market price. 

"However incredible it may seem, the United States has kept in force for 13 years a measure that in principle never should have existed," Perez Motta said. 

He said Mexico will only be satisfied when Washington pays back the money it has collected through the duty, but did not specify how much is involved. U.S. Ambassador Linnet Deily said she was confident the measure would be ruled to be consistent with WTO rules. 

"We are disappointed that Mexico has chosen to pursue this matter further by requesting the establishment of a panel," she said. 

Mexico s second complaint says that the United States has acted illegally by maintaining dumping duties on Mexican oil pipes, claiming that the wrong methodology was used. 

The third says that Washington was wrong to impose a duty of 11.68 percent on imports of plate steel from Altos Hornos de Mexico. The United States claims that the company still benefits from government subsidies it received before it was privatized. 

Deily said the duties were "in most respects no longer in effect" and suggested that Mexico was wasting its resources by pursuing the claim. 

Perez Motta later told reporters that the timing of the requests was "a coincidence." "It doesn t have anything to do with Cancun. It s just that we have been spending some time studying this situation," he said. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello killed in terrorist blast in Baghdad

*
Iraq: Annan mourns death of envoy as ‘bitter blow’ for UN

*
Security Council condemns ‘terrorist criminal attack’ on UN headquarters in Iraq

*
Annan denounces Palestinian suicide bombing as ‘reprehensible’ terrorist attack

*
Israelis, Palestinians need courage to stick to Road Map peace plan – UN official

*
Liberia accords on peace, aid signal improvements but ‘great needs’ remain – UN

*
UN envoy heads talks on assistance for electoral process in DR of Congo

*
Experts meet at UN headquarters in Geneva to strengthen biological arms ban

* * * *

Iraq

19 August – The top United Nations envoy in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, was killed today when terrorists blew up the UN headquarters in Baghdad, killing at least 14 others and injuring dozens more in what Secretary-General Kofi Annan denounced as an inexcusable “act of unprovoked and murderous violence.”

Mr. Annan immediately cancelled his holiday in Europe to return to UN Headquarters in New York, where he is expected to arrive tomorrow, and the Security Council held emergency consultations, condemning in the strongest terms the “terrorist criminal attack” and vowing to further intensify its efforts to help the people of Iraq.

Mr. Vieira de Mello, a 30-year Brazilian veteran of many UN peacekeeping operations from the Balkans to East Timor to Africa, had been trapped in the rubble of the devastated Canal Hotel, which served as UN headquarters in the Iraqi capital. He was 55 and was UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Mr. Annan mourned his death as “a bitter blow for the United Nations, and for me personally.”

“Those who killed him have committed a crime, not only against the United Nations but against Iraq itself,” he said in a statement issued in New York. “The death of any colleague is hard to bear, but I can think of no one we could less afford to spare, or who would be more acutely missed throughout the UN system, than Sergio.”

Among others killed were Rick Hooper of the United States, Ranillo Buenaventura and Marilyn Manuel of the Philippines, Jean-Selim Kanaan of Egypt and Fiona Watson of the United Kingdom. In addition, the Programme Coordinator for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Iraq, Christopher Klein-Beekman, also died. He was a 32-year-old Canadian who was the agency’s Officer-in-Charge in the country at the time of his death. “The people of Iraq have suffered an enormous loss today,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said.

Mr. Vieira de Mello made the establishment of full human rights a major part of his mission to Iraq ever since he arrived at the beginning of June as Mr. Annan’s Special Representative and insisted that full sovereignty should be restored to the Iraqi people as soon as possible following the occupation of the country by the United States-led coalition.

As news of his death spread through UN Headquarters in New York and the flags of the 191 Member States were lowered in front of the building – leaving the UN flag alone at half mast – staff gathered in small sombre groups to mourn.

Mr. Vieira de Mello only took his Iraqi mission as a short-term four-month assignment, so important did he and the Secretary-General consider the global fight for human rights and the urgency of his return to his post as High Commissioner.

He had a long and distinguished UN career stretching over 30 years. Before being appointed to the human rights post in 2002, he was the UN Transitional Administrator in East Timor and prior to that briefly held the position of Special Representative for Kosovo. He had extensive Headquarters and field experience in humanitarian and peacekeeping operations, including in Bangladesh, Sudan, Cyprus, Mozambique, Peru and Lebanon.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told a briefing at UN Headquarters that as of mid-afternoon New York time, some six hours after the attack occurred, 15 people had so far been reported killed and that the toll could rise since many of the 100 injured, including both Iraqis and international staff, were in serious condition.

Rescuers from the United States forces had worked to extricate Mr. Vieira de Mello from the ruined building, which served as a base for some 300 international UN personnel in Baghdad out of the 646 in Iraq altogether.

“Nothing can excuse this act of unprovoked and murderous violence against men and women who went to Iraq for one purpose only: to help the Iraqi people recover their independence and sovereignty, and to rebuild their country as fast as possible, under leaders of their own choosing,” Mr. Annan said in a statement earlier Tuesday before Mr. Vieira de Mello’s death was announced.

“I also hope to see those who have perpetrated this outrage brought to justice,” he added. “Most of all, I hope to see Iraq restored as soon as possible to peace, security and full independence. The United Nations will make every effort to bring that about.”

After a briefing from Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Danilo Türk, the Security Council said in a press statement, before news that Mr. Vieira de Mello had succumbed: “Such terrorist incidents cannot break the will of the international community to further intensify its efforts to help the people of Iraq.”

Council members reaffirmed that “this horrible attack that aimed at undermining the vital role of the United Nations in Iraq will not affect their determination and [they] will stay united against such attacks and to help the Iraqi people restore peace and stability to their country.

“The United Nations is in Iraq on a mission of peace, and for the reconstruction of the country and to support the Iraqi people. Therefore it is all the more shocking that this attack occurred,” the statement concluded.

The Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, standing in for Mr. Vieira de Mello during his tour of duty in Iraq, expressed deep shock and outrage over the “despicable act” against those whose only aim is to help the Iraqi people.

“We are deeply shocked and outraged at the explosion at United Nations headquarters in Baghdad,” Mr. Ramcharan said in a statement. “Such a despicable act directed at people whose only aim is to assist the people of Iraq recover from war and years of oppression is to be is to be condemned by the whole international community,” he added.

UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers denounced the bombing as an act of senseless violence.

“We are shocked and outraged by the attack, which ultimately is aimed at the Iraqi people that the United Nations is trying to help,” he said. “This senseless attack is a setback to the UN’s humanitarian efforts to aid Iraqis who have been through decades of suffering.”

* * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

19 August – Secretary-General Kofi Annan denounced the attack on United Nations headquarters in Baghdad today as an inexcusable “act of unprovoked and murderous violence” and mourned the death of his top envoy for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, as “a bitter blow for the United Nations, and for me personally.”

“Those who killed him have committed a crime, not only against the United Nations but against Iraq itself,” Mr. Annan said in a statement issued in New York.

“The death of any colleague is hard to bear, but I can think of no one we could less afford to spare, or who would be more acutely missed throughout the UN system, than Sergio,” he added. “Throughout his career he has been an outstanding servant of humanity, dedicated to relieving the suffering of his fellow men and women, helping them to resolve their conflicts and rebuild their war-torn societies.”

Praising Mr. Vieira de Mello’s work through his long UN career of more than 30 years, Mr. Annan said he impressed everyone with “his charm, his energy, and his ability to get things done – not by force but by diplomacy and persuasion.

“In Iraq, where he spent the last months of his life, he was working day and night to help the Iraqi people regain control of their own destiny and build a future of peace, justice and full independence,” Mr. Annan added. “It is tragic that he has now given his life in that cause, along with others who, like him, were devoted and much-loved servants of the United Nations.”

In a statement earlier Tuesday before Mr. Vieira de Mello’s death, while he still lay trapped in the rubble of the devastated building, Mr. Annan had prayed for his recovery.

“I also hope to see those who have perpetrated this outrage brought to justice,” he said in that statement. “Most of all, I hope to see Iraq restored as soon as possible to peace, security and full independence. The United Nations will make every effort to bring that about.”

Declaring that everybody at the UN was shocked and dismayed at the death and injury to both Iraqis and international staff, Mr. Annan said: “Nothing can excuse this act of unprovoked and murderous violence against men and women who went to Iraq for one purpose only: to help the Iraqi people recover their independence and sovereignty, and to rebuild their country as fast as possible, under leaders of their own choosing.”

* * *

Iraq

19 August – Members of the United Nations Security Council today condemned in the strongest terms “the terrorist criminal attack” against UN headquarters in Baghdad, resulting in deaths and injuries, and vowed to further intensify its efforts to help the people of Iraq.

“The United Nations is in Iraq on a mission of peace, and for the reconstruction of the country and to support the Iraqi people. Therefore it is all the more shocking that this attack occurred,” Fayssal Mekdad, the Deputy Permanent Representative of Syria, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency for August, said in a statement following a briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Danilo Türk.

“Such terrorist incidents cannot break the will of the international community to further intensify its efforts to help the people of Iraq,” the statement declared.

“Members of the Council reaffirmed that this horrible attack that aimed at undermining the vital role of the United Nations in Iraq will not affect their determination and members of the Council will stay united against such attacks and to help the Iraqi people restore peace and stability to their country.”

* * *

Middle East

19 August – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned in the strongest possible terms the Palestinian suicide bombing in Jerusalem, which killed 20 Israelis and injured dozens more, calling it a totally reprehensible terrorist attack, urging Palestinian leaders to arrest the instigators and exhorting Israel to show restraint.

“The Secretary-General has made clear repeatedly that terrorist attacks are totally reprehensible,” a statement issued by Mr. Annan’s spokesman in New York said. “He urges Palestinian Prime Minister (Mahmoud) Abbas to take decisive action to arrest the instigators of this attack and prevent such attacks from happening again.

“The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Israel to act with restraint in the face of this provocation, and not contribute to a renewed cycle of violence and revenge,” the statement added, reiterating that security for both Israelis and Palestinians can best be achieved by the political process of conflict resolution called for in the Road Map.

The Road Map peace plan, sponsored by the so-called diplomatic Quartet of the UN, United States, European Union and Russian Federation, calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps culminating in the achievement of two states living side by side in peace by 2005.

* * *

Middle East: Security Council

19 August – Describing the situation in the Middle East as “fragile,” a senior United Nations official told the Security Council today that both Israelis and Palestinians needed “courage and determination to stay the course” and must not allow themselves to fall back into the senseless cycle of violence and revenge.

“We must do all in our power to encourage Israelis and Palestinians to take risks for peace, and even consider new initiatives to energize the process,” Danilo Türk, the Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, told the 15-nation body this morning in an open briefing on developments in the Middle East over the past month.

He said the recent violence along the Israeli-Lebanese border, as well as the “disturbing increase” in violence just this month – with suicide bombing attacks that had left two Israeli civilians dead and dozens injured and retaliation by Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) resulting in Palestinian casualties – attested to the fact that even during periods of relative calm, the situation in the Middle East remained “fragile.”

“The terrible cycle of violence and revenge must not be allowed to again gather momentum,” Mr. Türk said, urging both parties to exercise maximum restraint and resist the urge to respond to provocation. While the Palestinian Authority must continue its reform process and do all in its power to apprehend the instigators of attacks against civilians, the Israeli side must be equally committed to addressing some key challenges to long-term peace in the region, namely the building of the separation wall, the continued presence of settlement outposts and the restrictions on access and freedom of movement.

“In the interest of attaining peace and security for both peoples, the parties must continue to implement the steps called for in the Road Map, said Mr. Türk, referring to the peace plan sponsored by the so-called diplomatic Quartet of the UN, United States, European Union and Russian Federation that calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps and culminating in the achievement of two states living side by side in peace by 2005.

But Mr. Türk stressed that there are no “miracle fixes or easy shortcuts” for the strategic actions that both parties must take to ensure the realization of the Road Map’s ultimate goals: an end to terrorism and violence; an end to occupation; and a resolution to the conflict leading to two States, Israel and Palestine, living in peace and security. “The international community should be actively supportive and work with the parties to seek ways to maintain momentum in that difficult process,” he added.

* * *

Liberia

19 August – With the situation continuing to improve in Liberia’s capital, Monrovia, new hope is spreading after the government and two main rebel factions signed a comprehensive peace deal and forged a pact with the United Nations giving humanitarian workers and organizations free and secure access across the war-battered nation.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that the situation in Monrovia continues to improve, though great needs created by months of conflict remain. UN humanitarian agencies are steadily increasing the numbers of their staff and quantities of relief supplies in Liberia, and are assessing whether areas outside the capital are now safe enough to conduct humanitarian work.

The agencies are moving swiftly to ramp up their activities just two days after Jacque Paul Klein, the top UN envoy for Liberia, secured a signed agreement by the warring parties stipulating that each side will immediately ensure free and unimpeded access to all territories under their control to enable the delivery of humanitarian aid. The deal also guaranteed the security of international aid workers.

An inter-agency team comprising OCHA, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the Office of the UN Security Coordinator (UNSECOORD) went to the Po-Waterside area to determine whether it would be possible to open a humanitarian corridor into Liberia from Sierra Leone. Similar assessments are planned for the towns of Gbarnga and Tubmanburg later this week as UN agencies try to expand their operations into areas that have been too unsafe for aid deliveries.

Inside Monrovia, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) is continuing to distribute the 4,300 tons of food that remained in its warehouses after looting last week. WFP is targeting its distributions to roughly 200,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) staying at some 110 spontaneous settlements around Monrovia.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), meanwhile, has repatriated more than 200 refugees to Sierra Leone over the past few days. UNHCR received a shipment of enough blankets, shelter materials and kitchen sets for 7,000 people. The agency has also received a shipment of 4,000 litres of fuel, which has been in critically short supply.

For its part, UNICEF delivered shelter materials, high-energy biscuits and recreational items to a shelter for 450 orphans in the city. It is also working with a non-governmental implementing partner, Merlin, to have basic medicines distributed within Monrovia and at least two sites outside the city. UNICEF has also provided the Liberian National Health Service with some 500 gallons of fuel to power generators crucial for the preservation of vaccines.

* * *

DR of Congo

19 August – The head of the United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has just chaired the first-ever consultative meeting with major donors and UN agencies on efforts to coordinate international assistance for the country’s electoral process.

William Lacy Swing, head of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), presided over an international assistance meeting yesterday in the capital Kinshasa that was mainly aimed at establishing areas of interest for donors and taking stock of the work already done in this area by MONUC and the wider international community.

It also served as a forum to explore ways the international community could coordinate and adequately manage its efforts in support of the DRC’s Transitional Government and the Independent Electoral Commission.

This first gathering was a fact-finding meeting, according to Mr. Swing. “We must review the programmes and available potential resources, since we are about to initiate discussions with government officials who have responsibilities in this area and with the independent electoral Commission, to be derived from a law of the National Assembly,” he added.

Mr. Swing said most of the representatives of donor countries had expressed the wish to see MONUC, as a neutral structure in the transitional process, play the rallying role of the international community – with a view to ensuring a smooth coordination of activities and effectively optimizing “our joint efforts.”

The next meeting is scheduled for 26 August.

* * *

Biological weapons

19 August – Experts from 150 States Parties to the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning biological weapons and representatives of United Nations agencies have begun a two-week meeting in Geneva to reinforce legal and security measures buttressing its implementation.

The Meeting of Experts, which began yesterday at UN headquarters in Geneva, is the first stage of a new process established by the Fifth Review Conference of the treaty, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction.

In the face of serious disagreements on how to proceed after the collapse of negotiations on a legally-binding protocol to strengthen the Convention, the conference decided last November that States Parties would meet annually until the next Review Conference in 2006 to “discuss, and promote common understanding and effective action on” specific topics related to better implementation.

Each of these annual meetings is to be preceded by a meeting of experts, with the current session preparing the way for a meeting from 10 to 14 November.

The current session, joined by experts from the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), is addressing two topics: the adoption of necessary national measures to implement the prohibitions set forth in the Convention, including the enactment of penal legislation; and national mechanisms to establish and maintain the security and oversight of pathogenic micro-organisms and toxins.

The Biological Weapons Convention, which opened for signature in 1972 and entered into force in 1975, is the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning an entire category of weapons. It currently has 150 States Parties, with a further 16 having signed but not yet ratified.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           **Statement Attributable to the Secretary-General

           We have the following statement attributable to the Secretary-General who is currently in northern Europe on

     leave, but throughout the morning has been in contact with his office here, as well as with senior leaders in

     Washington and in Baghdad.  The statement reads as follows:

           “All of us at the United Nations are shocked and dismayed by today's attack, in which many of our colleagues

     have been injured and an unknown number have lost their lives – Iraqis, as well as international staff.  Nothing can

     excuse this act of unprovoked and murderous violence against men and women who went to Iraq for one purpose only: 

     to help the Iraqi people recover their independence and sovereignty, and to rebuild their country as fast as possible,

     under leaders of their own choosing.

           “I hope and pray that those injured, including my Special Representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, who has

     been working so hard to make a success of that mission, will be swiftly brought to safety and be able to make a full

     recovery.  I grieve deeply for those who have died, and express my most heartfelt sympathy to their loved ones.

           “I also hope to see those who have perpetrated this outrage brought to justice.  Most of all, I hope to see Iraq

     restored as soon as possible to peace, security and full independence.  The United Nations will make every effort to

     bring that about.”

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  What is the condition of Mr. Vieira de Mello?

           Spokesman:  The death toll, I think, we can confirm at this moment, is 14, and I have nothing new on Mr.

     Vieira de Mello.  The last we heard he was still trapped in his office, which was largely destroyed by the explosion. 

     We understand that the US military was making every effort to free him and the others trapped.  The numbers injured

     in the explosion is in the dozens.  We have no precise figure on that at this time.  But among them, we know there are

     many who are seriously injured.

           [The Spokesman later confirmed that Sergio Vieira de Mello had died; the Secretary-General’s statement and

     response to questions follows as an addition to this briefing.]

           Question:  Any identification of the 14?  What was the condition of Mr. Vieira de Mello, the last you heard, and

     when was this time frame?  When did you hear the information on his condition?

           Spokesman:  My office has been in touch with the UN Security Office throughout the morning and the

     information is the latest we have, as of just a few minutes ago.  This might not be the freshest information, which you

     would get from the Spokesman in Baghdad.  You have to understand that we are one step removed from where the

     action is.  What was your other question?

           Question:  The 14.  Do we know who these people are?

           Spokesman:  We certainly are not going to release any names until the families have been notified.  We have

     compiled a list, but I am not sure that we have identified all of the victims to date.  We are in the process of putting

     that information down.

           Question:  Do you know anything about who may be behind this attack, and what do you think the impact

     would be on the UN and its ability to do its work in Iraq?

           Spokesman:  We have two signals this morning –- one from the Security Council, that said after being briefed

     by Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Danilo Turk, that they would not

     be deterred by this action from the work that they set out to do in Iraq.  And you also have the statement of the

     Secretary-General saying that the United Nations would make every effort to achieve its objectives in Iraq.  So, I think,

     there is a strong determination on our part to hang tough and continue working at the job of restoring Iraq’s sovereignty

     and helping the Iraqis on the humanitarian side.  That said, we have a responsibility to every government that had given

     their nationals to us to serve in Iraq to take into account the threat to their safety.  And we’ll be doing that threat

     assessment in the coming days.  But I think you have two strong political signals -– one from the Council, one from

     the Secretary-General himself -- and we’re going to stay the course.

           Question:  Has anybody formed an opinion as to who might be behind the attack?

           Spokesman:  Not to my knowledge.  But, again, this question should probably have been put to our Mission in

     Baghdad.  But to my knowledge we have not received any threats that we could link this attack to, nor any one who

     may claim any responsibility.

           Question:  Did the UN send any threat assessment team to the region in the past month?

           Spokesman:  I would have to check.  I don’t know the timing of the last threat assessment.

           Question:  Mr. Vieira de Mello had expressed concern about the security situation in Iraq.  Does the UN take

     security precautions to protect its staff?

           Spokesman:  Security is the responsibility of the Coalition partners who are the de facto occupying power of

     Iraq.  We depend on the host country for our security wherever we work in the world.  And in the case of Iraq, we’ll

     depend on the Coalition for our security.  So, it’s not a matter of our having our own security officers taking

     responsibility for our people, or sending security officers in.  That’s the job of the Coalition.

           Question:  Is the compound itself protected and by whom?  UN security or US soldiers?

           Spokesman:  The primary responsibility for that compound is the Coalition forces.

           Question:  [Inaudible.]

           Spokesman:  No.  We said from the beginning that the matter of security, first, under international law is the

     responsibility of the Coalition, and second, is best handled by an international force, rather than peacekeepers, given

     the security situation in the country.

           Question:  To follow-up.  Was there any threat or any kind of warning in the last past month concerning the

     UN compound, and did the US forces decide on their own to provide security or did you ask for it?

           Spokesman:  On your second question, I assume that Sergio Vieira de Mello would have regular contact with

     Mr. [L. Paul] Bremer (Head of the Interim Administration in Iraq) and the Coalition, and any special security concerns

     he had, he would communicate to them.  But I believe it would be the call of the Coalition forces as to what the

     requirements were around that compound or any other compound in Iraq.  I’m not aware of any threat that might have

     come in the last month, but I think that question should better be put to UN officials in Baghdad.

           Question:  What are you going to do with the wounded?  Are they going to stay in Baghdad?

           Spokesman:  Immediate emergency assistance would be given at the nearest hospital, and then typically,

     once those injured are able to be moved, they are taken out and returned to their home countries, or wherever they

     desired for further treatment.

           Question:  Do you know of any direct concerns expressed by the UN regarding security prior to today?

           Spokesman:  I think it’s safe to say that we have been on record expressing concern about the overall security

     situation in Iraq from the beginning, but at the same time we felt that the environment was safe enough to send a large

     UN contingent to begin the humanitarian work and follow up on the political work, as provided for by the Security

     Council resolution authorizing our presence there.  We have about 300 international staff in Baghdad and just over 600

     national staff countrywide, and we have about four times that number of Iraqis working for us.

           Question:  Does the Secretary-General intend to break his vacation and come back?

           Spokesman:  It’s too early to say. I think he’s assessing the situation, and he would make the best decision,

     whatever that might be.

           Question:  Did last week’s resolution change in any practical way the day-to-day activities that went on in that

     building, and what UN agencies have sent personnel to that building specifically?

           Spokesman:  The resolution of last week provided a bit more clarity, I think, of the UN role that, under the

     original Security Council resolution, was vague, at best.  I don’t think it changed the pattern of what we have been

     doing.  It just provided a little bit of a firmer legislative basis for what we were doing.  I can’t tell you specifically what

     agencies had office space in the Canal Hotel.  Not all were at that location, it’s my understanding, but we’d have to

     check with our offices in Baghdad and see if we can get any more specific information for you.

           Question:  How many of those 300 already in Baghdad would be considered among the new mission

     authorized last week?

           Spokesman:  That is a very technical question.  I’ll have to check with our people to get an answer for you.

           Question:  Do you have any information from Baghdad about the logistical nature of the attack?

           Spokesman:  It appears to have taken place just outside the perimeter of the compound, but at a point where

     the perimeter was very close to this building.

           Question:  Mr. Vieira de Mello was due to leave at the end of his term.  Who would replace him?

           Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has been actively considering a number of candidates for the end of the

     four-month period.

           Question:  So, he’s not going to be back at the end of the period?

           Spokesman:  That’s what it would seem.  First of all, we don’t know about his physical condition.  We’re

     hoping that he’s well and his injuries are slight, but we still don’t know.  And then we’ll take as a second step further

     down the road, the question of succession at the end of the four months or whether it has to be sooner.

           Question:  The Security Council called this a “terrorist attack”.  Is this the first terrorist attack against the

     United Nations?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have the history in my hand.  I think I can safely say that there have been bombs thrown

     at UN premises in the past, grenades lobbed over fences –- that kind of thing.  I can’t give specific instances now.  We

     probably have to research that for you.  It’s not uncommon for the United Nations to be working in a high-risk

     environment and people who sign up for these missions realize they do so at a certain risk to themselves.  That said, it

     has been my experience -- and from the limited mission experience I have had –- is that the UN staff, both international

     and local, respond to security threats like this bravely and with determination, and they tend to hang tough.  And I

     think, probably, you’d see that same reaction from the UN staff in Baghdad.

           Question:  Is there any history of assassination attempts against UN officials?

           Spokesman:  I can’t think of any specific instances of an assassination attempt against any UN official.

           Question:  What is the status of UN personnel in that region in Iraq or in other places?  Are they on high alert?

           Spokesman:  We don’t discuss security arrangements, but any time there’s an event like this, I think you can

     expect there to be a security response.  I have just been informed that the Secretary-General is cancelling his vacation

     and would be returning to New York tomorrow.

           Question:  At the time of the explosion there was a press conference being held in the building.  Do you have

     any information as to whether or not there were some other guests invited into the building in addition to UN

     personnel?

           Spokesman:  I understand that there were guests in the building, but I can’t confirm that.  Actually, it’s a

     question that should be put to the Spokesman in Baghdad.  I did see the NHK footage that you saw of that press

     briefing at the time of the explosion, but it wasn’t clear to me in any way who the people were who were giving the

     briefing.

           Question:  I’m curious about what exactly is the UN mission in Iraq and how this attack would affect it?

           Spokesman:  You should refer to the Security Council resolution that assigned the UN a variety of tasks on

     the humanitarian and political side, and then read the Secretary-General’s report proposing the establishment of the

     UN Mission, which the Council just approved last week.  This gives a little bit more detail about the kinds of things we

     hope to do there.  And as for the impact of this attack on our work there, I think I have answered that, when I said the

     Council this morning said it was determined to continue our work there, and the Secretary-General indicated the same

     thing.  So, apart from the security assessment risk that we are obligated to do and will do, I think we’d be carrying on

     our work.

           Question:  Mr. Rumsfeld (US Defense Secretary) has informed Congress that he did not anticipate an

     increase in US troops in Baghdad.  I’m wondering whether there’s any place that’s safe in that city.

           Spokesman:  That’s a security matter that you’d have to ask the coalition.  I’m not going to get into the

     business of recommending to the coalition how many troops they need to secure Baghdad, nor to assess what areas

     might be secure.

           Question:  How important was Sergio Vieira de Mello to this Organization?  He had been here for years.  He

     was in Kosovo, OCHA (Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs).  What does he leave as his personality to

     the Organization?

           Spokesman:  He has a long list of successes as a senior UN official, and the head of missions in Kosovo,

     East Timor.  He had distinguished himself as an active, capable doer; a determined, focused achiever.  I think most

     people saw him as a rising star of the Secretariat.  And I think we’re all very proud of him, and we were expecting, and

     continuing to expect, great things from him in Iraq as well.

           Question:  Who will be conducting an investigation into the attack?  Is it the UN or the coalition forces?

           Spokesman:  It will be the occupation forces which would undertake any investigation into the criminal act that

     took place today.  The UN, which has responsibility for its personnel, has standard procedures any time anyone is hurt

     to carry out an investigation.  So, there will be a UN investigation, but the primary investigation looking into who did

     this, I think would be carried out by the Coalition forces, who have primary responsibility for security.

           Question:  The UN has taken pains to distinguish itself from the Authority.  What measures have they taken

     so that they are not seen as part of the occupation?

           Spokesman:  The mandate of Sergio Vieira de Mello was twofold:  first, to establish a working relationship with

     the Coalition Authority which has de facto control over the country; and second, to establish contacts with as many

     segments of Iraqi leadership and society as possible.  So, you’ve seen him covering those two bases over the last

     month very actively.  And most recently, of course, he had been visiting the neighbouring States, because the

     Secretary-General has said that there would be no secure situation in Iraq without the cooperation of its neighbours. 

     So, yes, we are not part of the occupying Power, but to do our work we have to work with them and through them as

     we gradually escort Iraq through the process of establishing their own sovereignty through a government they would

     elect.

           Question:  Will this attack delay the political process in Iraq?

           Spokesman:  Anything as dramatic as this, of course, is a setback.  But then you just have to ask yourself,

     how determined are you to carry on?  I have already indicated the two signals we had this morning -- that we don’t

     intend to have our work deterred by this attack.

           Question:  [Inaudible.]

           Spokesman:  My understanding is -– again you should get this information from the UN Spokesman in

     Baghdad -– is that the perimeter fence runs very close to outside the building where Mr. Vieira de Mello’s office is

     located, and if my information is correct -- please double-check this with Baghdad -– the truck carrying the explosives

     suspected of being the source of this explosion was on the road outside the perimeter fence.  But double-check that. 

     It’s very difficult thousands of miles away to get anything terribly accurate.

           Question:  Can you expect other countries to think more now about contributing to the forces that are already

     in Iraq?  I’m thinking now of Brussels, because of what has happened.

           Spokesman:  You see that’s not a UN issue.  That’s an issue for the Coalition, which is seeking other military

     partners.  And until there’s -- if there is -- a new Security Council resolution giving UN authority to do the work of the

     occupying Power, that’s not a question for me to answer.

           Question:  So, do you expect a new resolution?

           Spokesman:  No, I didn’t say that.  There’s a lot of discussion about a second resolution.  The

     Secretary-General has said he did not expect one to happen for some time, if at all.  That’s the latest he had said on

     that subject.

           Question:  What floor was Mr. Vieira de Mello occupying?  Was it the second floor in European terms, which

     would be the third floor in American terms?  Do you have any information on that?  Was he meeting with anybody?

           Spokesman:  You will have to ask the Spokesman in Baghdad for that kind of detail.  Okay, we’ll stay in touch

     throughout the afternoon.

           [He later confirmed that Mr. Vieira de Mello’s office was on the second floor.]

           Noon Briefing Addition

           As he presented the Secretary-General’s statement on the death of his Special Representative in Iraq, Sergio

     Vieira de Mello, later in the afternoon, the Spokesman said the Secretary-General will be flying out of Europe tomorrow

     morning.  It is now our expectation that he will be arriving in New York midday.  We will try to give you more specific

     details later on, in the event that he might have an occasion to speak to the press anywhere en route back to New

     York and whether he will be coming directly into Headquarters where we, of course, will ask him to speak to you upon

     his arrival.

           In the meantime, he has personally authorized the following statement to be issued in his name concerning

     the death of his Special Representative in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello:

           **Statement Attributable to the Secretary-General

           “The loss of Sergio Vieira de Mello is a bitter blow for the United Nations, and for me personally.

           “The death of any colleague is hard to bear, but I can think of no one we could less afford to spare, or who

     would be more acutely missed throughout the UN system, than Sergio.  Throughout his career he has been an

     outstanding servant of humanity, dedicated to relieving the suffering of his fellow men and women, helping them to

     resolve their conflicts and rebuild their war-torn societies.  In his work with the peoples of every continent -– as an

     official of the High Commissioner for Refugees, as Emergency Relief Coordinator, as my Special Representative in

     Kosovo and East Timor, and (all too briefly) as High Commissioner for Human Rights –- in all those positions he

     impressed everyone with his charm, his energy, and his ability to get things done –- not by force but by diplomacy and

     persuasion.

           “In Iraq, where he spent the last months of his life, he was working day and night to help the Iraqi people

     regain control of their own destiny and build a future of peace, justice and full independence.  It is tragic that he has

     now given his life in that cause, along with others who, like him, were devoted and much-loved servants of the United

     Nations.  Those who killed him have committed a crime, not only against the United Nations, but against Iraq itself.

           “I share the grief of Sergio’s family.  We shall all miss him sorely, as a colleague and as a friend.  Let us also

     strive to be worthy of him, and to complete the work that he began, so that his death will not have been in vain.”

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Could you give us the latest figures on the number of those killed and injured?  Could you confirm

     reports regarding the death of the former Head of Protocol, Nadia Younes?

           Spokesman:  Besides the death of Sergio, we are not confirming any other deaths specifically at this time. 

     The latest number that we have from the official responsible for security in Baghdad is 15 dead and 100 injured.  That

     number can continue to rise, because many of the injured are gravely injured.

           Question:  When will you be able to publish the names of United Nations personnel killed?

           Spokesman:  That, of course, has to follow a very careful process of notifying the next of kin.  Depending on

     how long that takes, we would not be in a position to release the names, so I don’t think it will be soon that we would

     make those names public.

           Question:  What kind of options does the United Nations have for improving security in Iraq?  Is it independent

     of the United-States-led Coalition, or is the United Nations entirely dependent upon what the United States will or will

     not do in that particular area?

           Spokesman:  We are entirely in their hands.  The security of everyone in Iraq -– Iraqis, non-governmental,

     humanitarian workers, the United Nations relief workers –- everyone is dependent on the Coalition for their security in

     Iraq.

           Question:  When do you think the successor to Mr. Vieira de Mello will be appointed?

           Spokesman:  I think it is too soon to think about that, although, as I indicated earlier, the Secretary-General

     had been considering a number of individuals as possible successors to Sergio when his four-month tenure of duty ran

     out.  So, I don’t think we are prepared to talk about the next steps just yet.

           Question:  Could you confirm whether or not Mr. Vieira de Mello is the first high-ranking United Nations official

     to die or be killed in a terrorist attack?

           Spokesman:  He was not the first.  I cannot give you the history of the Organization going back more than 50

     years off the top of my head, but a noted international civil servant killed in the line of duty was Folke Bernadotte, and

     that was in late 1940s, I believe, in the Middle East.

           Question:  How many senior officials were among the 15 dead?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have that number, and I am not even sure how I would define “senior”.

           Question:  Do you have any information about Executive Director of the Iraq Programme, Benon Sevan?

           Spokesman:  Our understanding is that he is well.  He might have had some minor injuries, but he is well. 

     That is Benon Sevan, who was visiting Iraq as Head of the United Nations Iraq Programme.

           Question:  Are we expecting any changes in the United Nations policy in Iraq?

           Spokesman:  No, no.  The United Nations policy in Iraq has been defined by the Security Council, and so

     there are no changes in that policy.

           Question:  How likely is the attack in Iraq to push a review of security here in New York, not just at the level of

     United Nations security, but also in terms of coordinating with local authorities in New York?

           Spokesman:  It is hard to know.  Are you saying that there might be a link between the security situation in

     Iraq... -- if they attack us in Iraq, will they attack us somewhere else in the world?  That’s a security assessment that

     our people would be doing and I wouldn’t comment on how they might react to the events in Iraq today outside of Iraq.

           Question:  Do you have specific detail on the death of Mr. Vieira de Mello?  Was he still in the building?  Did

     they get him out?  Also, the United Nations is known as an institution that observes neutrality, and in this case, it has

     clearly been targeted.  How does this change the United Nations institutionally?

           Spokesman:  As I understand it, the body was recovered from the wreckage and taken to a morgue, and it

     was at that time that we received the call from Baghdad confirming his death.  As to the UN’s neutrality, that is

     essential to our work everywhere, and I don’t think it is mutually exclusive to be, on the one hand, neutral and, on the

     other hand, be seen as a target by some individual, force, or group of individuals.  But, we are determined to continue

     our work in Iraq and what we are about to do is to decide what is responsible in terms of the security risk we would

     ask our people to accept in carrying out that duty.

           Question:  What have all the United Nations personnel been instructed to do –- take precautions, not go to

     work tomorrow, or move to a different location?

           Spokesman:  We don’t discuss that kind of detail.  I am sure that the routine for the United Nations personnel

     in Iraq has been adjusted, as necessary to cope with the fallout from today’s attack.

           Question:  Can you say anything about the bus bombing in Jerusalem within the last hour or so?

           Spokesman:  I have nothing on that just now.  It is partly, I think, because we have been so absorbed in this

     attack in Baghdad, but I will look into that event.

           Question:  Just your personal impressions about what kind of man Mr. Vieira de Mello was, what kind of boss

     he was for the United Nations staff...

           Spokesman:  I think, this statement sums it up better than I could say it, so I would like to just stick with the

     Secretary-General’s own statement.

           Question:  Do you recall another day when so many United Nations personnel were lost in a single incident?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know.  There have been missions with very high casualty rates for civilians -- Somalia,

     Bosnia.  But whether there was a single event that ever took 15 lives before, I cannot recall.

           Question:  We were told that initially, Mr. Vieira de Mello was conscious, taking water and so forth.  What

     really happened there?  He obviously survived for some time, I guess.

           Spokesman:  Those accounts that someone spoke to him and passed him a glass of water -– we were unable

     to ultimately confirm those accounts, so we are not quite sure what took place prior to when his body was recovered,

     and I don’t think we are in a position right now to say what the cause of death was.

           Question:  Was it a suicide attack?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have that kind of detail.  They might have them in Baghdad.

           Question:  Why do you think the United Nations is perceived as a target?

           Spokesman:  I wish I could tell you.  Our objectives in Iraq were ones that I doubt any Iraqi could argue with. 

     We wanted to help them out on the humanitarian side, while we facilitated their return to independence and

     sovereignty.  Who could be against that?

           Question:  After this grave incident, is the Secretary-General consulting with any heads of State at this

     moment?

           Spokesman:  He has been actively on the phone with a number of people, but I don’t have any details to share

     with you about those phone conversations at this time.

           Question:  Resolution 1500, which basically welcomed the Governing Council in Iraq, has been perceived as

     inferring United Nations legitimacy on the occupation.  Is that the perception that the United Nations might seek to

     dispel in any way?

           Spokesman:  I think that the Security Council resolution, as I said earlier, merely clarified a bit further the

     rather ambiguous mandate given to the United Nations by an earlier resolution 1483.  It also formally put all of the

     United Nations activities in Iraq under an Office of the Special Representative, so we created a formal United Nations

     programme, where before there had only been an office of the Representative.  I don’t want to speculate on what

     implications that would have concerning the Coalition.

           Question:  Does the attack have any effect on the establishment of a new United Nations mission in Iraq?

           Spokesman:  No.  It clearly is established.  What, of course, we’ll have to ask is, how safe is Iraq for hundreds

     of United Nations staff members who were going to join Sergio’s team as part of a new United Nations mission there? 

     And that assessment is yet to be made.

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *
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