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· BBC - Dust 'is hidden climate problem' 
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· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  19 August 2004
· Intellectual Conservative, Az - Congress Must Get Us Out of UNESCO. Again!



PrimeZone Media Network

HydroFlo Technology to be Profiled Worldwide on the EcoWatch TV Program

RALEIGH, N.C., Aug. 19, 2004 (PRIMEZONE) -- HydroFlo, Inc. (OTCBB:HYRF) announced today that it has been invited to profile the Company's arsenic removal and wastewater treatment technologies on EcoWatch, a major environmental television series produced by United Media Communications Group (UMCG) and utilizing the knowledge, expertise and scientific resources of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

A production team is scheduled to tape footage about HydroFlo's technology in North Carolina this fall. The two-minute program will cite HydroFlo as a leader in meeting rising consumer demand for compliance with the EPA and UN requirements for removing arsenic in drinking water as well as conducting pretreatment of wastewater in the pipeline systems without the use of chemicals. Removal of arsenic is a concern grabbing today's news headlines. HydroFlo provides proprietary and unique methods with accuracy that surpasses every other known technology on the market today. 

Dennis L. Mast, CEO of HydroFlo, said, "The two highly sought after technologies that Hydro-Flo brings to the market reduce the need for chemicals in wastewater treatment, conserve energy, and reduce contamination in drinking water. This technology has been proven both in the lab and in the field and provides a valuable service to the public in the form of safer, better quality water." 

Across the United States, 55 million households receive The National Geographic Channel, and 45 million receive the Outdoor Life Network. EcoWatch airs at strategic times during prime and peak time on these networks and also regionally on CNN, FoxNEWS, and other major cable news stations. EcoWatch is syndicated to over 50 independent stations and airs internationally on WorldNet, on stations in at least 200 cities in 127 other countries. Programmers at U.S. and foreign stations choose features called "interstitial programming" to fill airtime when gaps occur between regular broadcasts. 

"The program is scheduled to air this winter and will also be available online at www.hydroflo.us for at least a year. Typically, an EcoWatch program will air over twenty times throughout our distribution chain," said John McGuire of UMCG. 

Mr. McGuire said that once UMCG learned of HydroFlo, inviting the firm to participate was an easy decision. 

"We were knocked out when we saw the web site. Our programs must have visually compelling entertainment value, and we thought a HydroFlo location shoot with phenomenal backdrops would fit our model perfectly. What impressed us initially was the hard science behind the technology," said Mr. McGuire. 

United Media Communications Group (UMCG) of Boca Raton, Florida, produces and distributes educational television programming for a worldwide audience. The award-winning staff of UMCG has produced thousands of hours of business, environment, parenting and health programming that has reached tens of millions of television households in the United States and abroad. Under an agreement with UMCG, the United Nations Environment Programme provides story ideas and content for the new "EcoWatch" series, which seeks to expose good news about environmental solutions to today's most challenging problems. These solutions come from the private sector as well as other organizations. 

"We are certainly honored to have been selected by EcoWatch to tell our story on this international scale, especially since we are a smaller company. The exposure will be terrific, and the production quality of their programs is excellent. Anything that is associated with the United Nations Environment Programme, as this show is, can only be good for us," added Mr. Mast. 

About the Company 

HydroFlo, Inc. (http://www.hydroflo.us) is a Business Development Company, as defined by the Investment Act of 1940. Headquartered in Raleigh, North Carolina, HydroFlo's core focus is to seek out synergistic acquisitions that will provide capital appreciation and income from its portfolio companies. Its first portfolio investment company, HydroFlo Water Treatment, Inc. (http://www.hydroflo-inc.com) is in the business of providing aeration equipment used for the pre-treatment of wastewater. Using the patented Pressure Line Up-Stream or PLUS pre-treatment system, HydroFlo Water Treatment provides customers a treatment process at their pumping stations, prior to the wastewater reaching a treatment plant. Its most recent investment company, Arsenic Removal Technologies, Inc., is in the business of providing methods and services for the removal of arsenic from drinking water to meet the current EPA requirements of less than 10 parts per billion by January 2006. 

Statements regarding financial matters in this press release other than historical facts are "forward-looking statements" within the meaning of section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and as that term is defined in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. The company intends that such statements about the Company's future expectations, including future revenues and earnings, and all other forward-looking statements be subject to the safe harbors created thereby. Since these statements (future operational results and sales) involve risks and uncertainties and are subject to change at any time, the Company's actual results may differ materially from expected results. 

CONTACT:   HydroFlo, Inc. 

           Investor Relations

           Andrew Beyer 

           (909) 587-8072

           info@hydroflo.us

           United Media Communications Group 

           John McGuire

           561-347-0607
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Philippine Daily Inquirer

Seeing Green : Clean and green consumption is key 
Updated 08:51pm (Mla time) Aug 19, 2004 
By Doris Gaskell Nuyda
Inquirer News Service 



Editor's Note: Published on page G3 of the August 20, 2004 issue of the 
YOU WANT business and industry to be clean? Then be a "clean" consumer first. Meaning, buy only what you need and you'll pollute less. This, in very simple terms, is what the Asia Pacific Roundtable for Sustainable Production and Consumption (APRSPC) is working for. APRSCP collaborates with the United Nations and other international donor--organizations like the Asian Development Bank and Inwent of Germany. Resolutions to problems are approached from three sides--environmental, social and economic, or “Triple Bottomline.” Since most issues are inter-related, gains on one side are bound to affect the other two.

APRS has been around for the past seven years. Though focused mainly on industries and the business sector known to have polluting tendencies, it also seeks the involvement and support of all stakeholders - government, academe, NGOs, communities, and just about everyone. As APRSCP is a policy advocacy body, it helps give Cleaner Production (CP) inputs to Congress or any other group in need of capacity building and growth. It organizes workshops, training seminars, conferences where experts are brought in, exposing participants to environmental issues of the day.

APRSCP has also developed an Environmental Performance Indicator (EPI) for industries to measure how they're doing in the areas of air, water, energy, solid and toxic waste. For instance, the Philippines, generally known to have very good environmental laws, nevertheless lags in its programs because those laws are not properly implemented.

APRSCP may cover specific Asia-Pacific areas but goes beyond regional limits as it includes 27 countries worldwide. The Philippines is represented by Dr. Olivia Lao Castillo, a business administrator and founding member of the organization which incidentally, was originally called Asia Pacific Roundtable for Cleaner Production, until it became evident that not only the production processes needed to be clean but consumers' ways as well. There was also need for wider coverage in view of the UN's globalization thrust.

The name was changed last June. Earlier, steps were taken to clarify the Roundtable's goals, like the Millennium Declaration that paved the way for the Millennium Development Goals. These were mainly to reduce poverty and improve people's lives.

Castillo explains that all member countries help bring in their inputs on "emerging issues," like strategic action plans on cleaner production and consumption for lawmakers in aid of legislation. Castillo is not only the lone Filipino in the APRSCP, she is also the only other Asian appointed by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan to the Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation. The other is the board's chair, Ryutaro Hashimoto, former prime minister of Japan. The Board was created July this year to address the global problem of water scarcity where a great number of people have no access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation. Filipinos who face these same problems will welcome the day this board begins serving here.

Castillo is honored by the appointments. They are opportunities to serve the country and use her experience in the Business Departments of both Miriam (formerly Maryknoll) College and the University of Asia and the Pacific. In addition, she was policy advisor to the Lead International Management Board in London and mentored graduate students in the Environmental Department of Lund University in Sweden.

She announces that other projects in APRSCP's drafting board include the greening of the financial sector-banks, insurance companies, investors, etc. for which a workshop to be held in Manila next month, in cooperation with the United Nations Environment Programme. Another is the introduction of the Green Village concept to show what clean consumption can do when only environment-friendly materials are used in construction. These promise to be fruitful events.

Green lawyers file suit
Lawyer-advocates of environmental protection have filed with the Supreme Court a Petition for Mandamus to compel the Congress, Senate, Office of the President, DENR and Department of Budget and Management to implement the constitutional mandate of determining the specific limits of forest lands and national parks with clear marking of boundaries.

The lawyers, headed by Antonio Oposa Jr., are members of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines-National Environmental Action Team (IBP-NEAT). To protect our forest lands, they say we must know where they are. Their delineation must be done now before it’s too late.

E-mail feedback to dorisnuyda@yahoo.com
__________________________________________________________________________________________

 La Bolsa.com

Madrid

  RSC.- PNUMA y ECO llegan a un acuerdo para fomentar las energías renovables y el turismo sostenible en Asia Central.                                                                                              

  MADRID, 19 (EUROPA PRESS)
19 de agosto de 2004, 11:18                                                                                                

El Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) ha alcanzado un acuerdo con la Organización de Cooperación Económica (OCE) para promover y desarrollar las fuentes de energía renovable en la zona de Asia Central, incluyendo el compromiso por parte de los gobiernos miembros de la OCE del endurecimiento de la ley medioambiental y el fomento del turismo sostenible.

La OCE es una organización intergubernamental que trabaja para el desarrollo socioeconómico de los países integrantes: Irán, Pakistán, Turquía, Afganistán, Azerbayán, Kazajstán, Kirguizistán, Tayikistán, Turkmenistán y Uzbekistán.

El acuerdo, firmado por el director del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, y el secretario general de la OCE, Askhat Orazbay, en un encuentro en Teherán (Irán), se ha saldado con el compromiso de ambas organizaciones de desarrollar actividades favorables al Medio Ambiente, como la promoción de energías 'limpias', el fortalecimientos de las leyes y el turismo saludable a través de la educación y la mejora en las auditorías medioambientales.

Según explica Toepfer en un comunicado, la región tendrá, gracias a este acuerdo, "una tremenda oportunidad" ara cumplir con las metas establecidas en la Cumbre Mundial sobre Desarrollo Sostenible, celebrada en 2002 en Johanesburgo (Sudáfrica).
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Scotsman.Com

19 August 2004

Deadly Climate Change Warning for Europe 

"PA" 
Rising sea levels, disappearing glaciers in the Alps and more deadly heat waves are coming for Europeans because of global warming, Europe’s environmental agency has warned.

The European Environment Agency said much more needs to be done – and fast. Climate change “will considerably affect our societies and environments for decades and centuries to come,” the agency said in 107-page report released yesterday.

It said rising temperatures could eliminate three-quarters of the Alpine glaciers by 2050 and bring repeats of Europe’s mammoth floods two years ago and the heat wave that killed thousands and burned up crops last summer.

The rise in sea levels along Europe’s coasts is likely to accelerate, it added.

Global warming has been evident for years, but the problem is becoming acute, Jacqueline McGlade, executive director of the Copenhagen-based agency, said. ”What is new is the speed of change,” she said.

“It takes a long time to see these changes in the glaciers, at the sea level, so like big tankers turning around, they take a long time to change. But now that we see them changing direction, then it means that there are warning signals in many parts of our life,” she added.

McGlade said action is needed at all levels in Europe – continental, regional, national and local. She said, for example, that European nations should insist climate change be on the agenda of international free-trade talks.

Greenpeace welcomed the report. Flooding, heat waves and melting glaciers “make people become more and more aware of the consequences of global warming,” Steve Sawyer of Greenpeace International said.

Global warming is believed to be intensified by human activities, in particular emissions of heat-trapping greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels.

The European Union has been a leader in pushing for implementation of the Kyoto Protocol, a UN pact drawn up in 1997 to combat climate change by reducing carbon-dioxide emissions worldwide in 2010 to 8% below 1990 levels.

So far 123 countries, including all 25 EU members, have ratified the pact, but it isn’t in effect because it hasn’t reached the required level of nations accounting for 55% of the industrialised world’s emissions.

The United States, the world’s biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, has refused to ratify, arguing the agreement would hurt its economy, and Russia also hasn’t signed.

Yesterday’s report, “Impacts of Europe’s Changing Climate,” urges that the Kyoto Protocol be adopted, saying climate changes “will considerably affect our societies and environments for decades and centuries to come.”

It said the 1990s were the warmest decade on record, and the three hottest years recorded – 1998, 2002 and 2003 – occurred in the last six years, with the average global temperature now rising at almost 0.36 degrees per decade.

The report singled out floods across Europe two summers ago and last summer’s heat wave in western and southern Europe as examples of destructively extreme weather caused by global warming.

The flooding killed about 80 people in 11 countries, affected more than 600,000, the report said. More than 20,000 deaths, many of them elderly, were recorded during the 2003 heat wave, which also caused up to 30 percent of harvests in many southern countries to fail, it said.

The report said melting shrank glaciers in the Alps by 10% in 2003 alone and predicted three-quarters of them could be gone altogether by 2050. European sea levels have been rising by 0.03-0.12 inches a year over the last century, it said, and the rate of increase could be two to four times faster during this century.

The agency is sponsored by the 25 EU countries as well as Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Dust 'is hidden climate problem' 
	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The huge amounts of dust blowing across the Earth may have serious consequences for the environment, a scientist says. 
Professor Andrew Goudie told a meeting of geographers dust was affecting human health, coral reefs and climate change. 

He said dust storms were becoming more frequent in some parts of the world, and transported prodigious quantities of material for very long distances. 

Professor Goudie was speaking to the International Geographical Congress in the Scottish city of Glasgow. 

Neglected threat 
Organised by the Royal Geographical Society with the Institute of British Geographers, its theme is "One Earth - Many Worlds". 

Andrew Goudie, professor of geography at the University of Oxford, said in his paper, Dust Storms In The Global System, that latest estimates of global dust emissions were about 2-3,000 million tonnes annually. 

Professor Goudie said: "Dust is one of the least understood components of the Earth's atmosphere, but one which may have a greater importance than has been realised up until now for climate change. 

"The cross-boundary nature of dust makes it a truly global issue and one that is not receiving the attention it deserves. 

"The importance of dust basins as a source of global dust is now being more widely understood and the magnitude of the environmental consequences identified." 

He said advances in satellite imagery had made it easier to monitor dust storms and locate the world's primary dust source, the Bodele depression in Chad, in central west Africa. 

In parts of North Africa, annual dust production had increased tenfold in the last 50 years, Professor Goudie said. 

Dust storms transport large amounts of material for long distances, for example from the Sahara to Greenland and from China to Europe, which can cause problems far from the dust's source. 

The deposition of dust can affect the environment in several ways, including climate change, soil salinisation, disease transmission, ocean fertilisation, changes in ice cap albedo (reflectivity), air pollution and the neutralization of acid rain. 

Plankton growth spurt 
One particular concern is the effect dust deposits could have on atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide (CO2), the main greenhouse gas produced by human activities. 

Increased amounts of dust can make the oceans more productive, by adding nutrients which encourage the growth of zooplankton and phytoplankton. 

Some would then draw CO2 from the atmosphere, altering carbon levels and affecting temperatures and rainfall. 

This in turn could have an effect on vegetation cover, leading ultimately to further production of dust, which is also important for climate because it both reflects and absorbs heat from the Sun. 

The main sources of dust are in the northern hemisphere - extremely arid areas containing old lake beds, alluvial fans, river plains and sand dunes. 

Drought, wind speed, increased grazing and deforestation all contribute to the formation of dust sources, as does the growing use of four-wheel-drive vehicles that can disturb existing dust deposits. 

Next March a team from University College London will make the first field study of Chad's Bodele depression to study the region's importance in global climate change. 

The research, supported by the RGS-IBG, will see whether dust in some areas is more important than pollution in affecting climate change. 

Story from BBC NEW

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

20 August 2004

General Environment News

International Bioethics Committee meets Monday

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - UNESCO's International Bioethics Committee (IBC) will hold its 11th session from 23-24 August at UN educational agency's headquarters in Paris. The meeting's main agenda will be hearings of representatives of different religious and spiritual perspectives on the future declaration on universal norms on bioethics, held as part of consultations on the future declaration. Participants will also examine the progress of the draft text of the declaration requested by UNESCO's General Conference in October 2003. The Committee, which previously elaborated the Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights, and the International Declaration on Human Genetic Data, has been entrusted the task of developing the first stages of the future declaration's elaboration. A drafting group, headed by Justice Michael Kirby of the Australian High Court, has already held three meetings to this end, says a UNESCO news release issued Thursday. Meanwhile, wide-ranging consultations are underway to ensure that the range of different perceptions of the ethical and legal issues connected to progress in the life sciences are taken into account. Founded in 1993, the International Bioethics Committee is a body of 36 independent experts that follows progress in the life sciences and its applications to ensure respect for human dignity and freedom. UNESCO Director General Koïchiro Matsuura and the IBC's Chairperson Michèle S. Jean (Canada) will open the session on Monday afternoon. On Tuesday, the Committee will examine the progress report of the declaration. 

FAO seeks $100mn to combat locust plague
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) needs US$100 million to fight locust invasion in parts of North and West Africa, director General Jacques Diouf disclosed here. Addressing a news conference Wednesday, the FAO official regretted that international assistance in curbing the migration of the locusts was delayed. "We run the risk of being in the situation we experienced 15 years ago when we had to mobilize 600 million dollars and engage in a five year battle to eradicate the migratory locust disaster, not to mention its impact on the crops and pastureland," he said. Diouf stressed that the delay in global support had worsened the situation in certain West African countries, adding that the fight against migratory locusts could have been successful if the financial resources were available last March. He pointed out that FAO's requirements to tackle the locust crisis have now increased from nine to 50 million dollars because of the widening scope of the disaster. Diouf arrived here Wednesday from Nouakchott, Mauritania, another country affected by the invading locusts.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng053549&dte=19/08/2004
Senegalese authorities raise alarm over locust larvae

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Senegal's national anti-locust committee (CNLA) Thursday announced the appearance of locust larvae in some infested areas, notably the regions of Saint-Louis, Louga and Matam. Eggs laid by migrant locusts develop into larvae and, as explained by the CNLA, locust eggs are buried in clusters of 80- 100 per insect and hatching occurs within two weeks. However, the CNLA reassured the population that soldiers led by General Abdel Kader Guèye had swung into action against the larvae. Aerial spray started on 17 August in Linguère, with 1,200 hectares treated with a crop duster, the committee said. In addition to the equipment from the Plant Protection Department (DPV), the government acquired 20 high-capacity motorized treatment units, new sprayers and protective clothing for intervention teams.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng053549&dte=19/08/2004
Manganese Company Could Be Guilty of Pollution

BuaNews (Pretoria): A Johannesburg Manganese company could face a huge penalty and even a classic lawsuit for violating the country's environmental health and safety laws. This follows this week's discovery of a manganese dumpsite near Kagiso in Mogale City. It has been established the dump belongs to the Manganese Metal Company (MMC). The discovery, which prompted Gauteng MEC for Agriculture, Conservation and Environment, Khabisi Mosunkutu to go and observe the site, caused panic among nearby residents.  Mr. Mosunkutu's spokesperson Sizwe Mashikiza said government would leave no stone unturned in its quest to determine the hazardous effects the dump might have caused to local residents. "Research has shown that excessive exposure to manganese could cause Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson’s Disease and other nervous system disorders. It could contaminate water which people drink and the air they breathe. "We view this issue in a very serious light and drastic measures will be taken should any person or company be found to have transgressed the country's environmental laws. He said it was every South African's constitutional right to live in an unpolluted environment and government would ensure that right was respected. He added that MMC had promised to take steps to ensure their future dumping operations did not pose a health risk to people and the environment in general.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200408190332.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 20 August 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

UN agency strikes environment agreement with Central Asian economic group
Payvand, Iran , Aug 19, 2004 (Source: United Nations) - 18 August 2004 – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and a regional trading group based around Central and Western Asia today reached a deal to promote renewable energy sources, toughen green laws and encourage eco-friendly tourism in the area.
http://www.payvand.com/news/04/aug/1181.html 

UNEP and Economic Cooperation Organisation sign collaboration agreement
Thai PR.nte, Bangkok--Aug 19, 2004 - UNEP and Economic Cooperation Organisation sign collaboration agreement Clean energy, eco-tourism, environmental law and education targeted.  The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) headquartered in Tehran have agreed to cooperate for strengthening environmental management in the ECO region.

http://www.thaipr.net/prnewsgov.aspx?i=2F1A5743BB56C76506733995B7437DFE 

MPs learn of global warming
Fiji Times, 20 August 2004 - THE warming of the Pacific Ocean can cause flood and drought as far as South Africa and trigger severe winter storms in California, says United Nations Environment Programme task manager Doctor Keneti Faulalo.
http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=7055 

Seeing Green : Clean and green consumption is key 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Philippines, Aug 19, 2004 (By Doris Gaskell Nuyda) 
Inquirer News Service - Editor's Note: Published on page G3 of the August 20, 2004 issue of the Philippine Daily Inquirer  - YOU WANT business and industry to be clean? Then be a "clean" consumer first. Meaning, buy only what you need and you'll pollute less. This, in very simple terms, is what the Asia Pacific Roundtable for Sustainable Production and Consumption (APRSPC) is working for. APRSCP collaborates with the United Nations and other international donor--organizations like the Asian Development Bank and Inwent of Germany. Resolutions to problems are approached from three sides--environmental, social and economic, or “Triple Bottomline.” Since most issues are inter-related, gains on one side are bound to affect the other two.
… She announces that other projects in APRSCP's drafting board include the greening of the financial sector-banks, insurance companies, investors, etc. for which a workshop to be held in Manila next month, in cooperation with the United Nations Environment Programme. Another is the introduction of the Green Village concept to show what clean consumption can do when only environment-friendly materials are used in construction. These promise to be fruitful events.
http://news.inq7.net/lifestyle/index.php?index=1&story_id=5545&col=13 

General Environment News


Illegal logging a threat to prized timber, group says
Bangkok Post, 20 August 2004 - KUALA LUMPUR - Trade in a valuable tropical timber used in everything from picture frames to billiard cues needs greater control to limit habitat destruction and prevent overharvesting, an environment group said on Thursday. 
TRAFFIC, a wildlife trade monitoring network, said illegal harvesting of Ramin trees was threatening the future trade of the species and damaging fragile forest areas home to other plants and animals.
Ramin is extensively harvested in Indonesia and Malaysia and some shipments go through Singapore. The timber is much sought after in the furniture trade because of its lightness, straight grain and blond colour. Despite its popularity, few consumers know its name.
"Our main concern with the legal Ramin trade is that production remains sustainable. Legal trade from Indonesia is sustainable but illegal trade tips the balance," said Chen Hin Keong, senior forest trade adviser for TRAFFIC in the Malaysian capital, Kuala Lumpur. 
"Our concern is the wider concern about the logging industry," Chen said. 
"Ramin is just symptomatic. What we would like to see is governments enforcing their own legal controls to protect and manage their forests. This is not happening consistently enough." 
The Environmental Investigation Agency, an independent organisation based in Britain and the United States, says Ramin species are classified as vulnerable. 
Chen said TRAFFIC had no figures on the size of the illegal trade in Ramin but said it was driven by demand for the timber, its high value on the open market, legal loopholes and weakness in some levels of government to enforce laws. 
This was particularly the case in Indonesia where officials find it tough to track timber logged on vast areas of private land or on state land where timber companies have been given concessions to log forests. 
Ramin is typically found in freshwater and peat swamp forests, which are sometimes drained to log the timber and to convert the land. 
This dries out the bogs, which can burn for months if set alight, creating choking smoke clouds that can drift into neighbouring countries. 
The Environmental Investigation Agency says top export markets for Indonesian Ramin are Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Hong Kong, the United States, Italy and Britain. Prices vary from $600 per cubic metre for sawn Ramin to $1,200 per cubic metre for moulded Ramin. 
The agency said the total volume of Ramin logged had dropped sharply since the 1980s, showing that the timber was becoming harder to find. 
Chen said it was crucial that Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia shared intelligence on illegal shipments much faster. At present the response time was too slow. 

Nine dead as typhoon hits Japan
Bangkok Post, 20 August 2004 -Tokyo — Nine people were killed by a typhoon that swept through western Japan this week and triggered a string of mudslides, officials said Thursday as they found the bodies of two more victims
Typhoon Megi, which soaked some areas on the main island of Shikoku with 60 centimetres of rain since Tuesday, weakened to a tropical storm but then strengthened again to typhoon level on Thursday as it moved into the Sea of Japan near South Korea.
Mudslides cut off a road leading to a remote mountainside accommodation facility where 165 people, including 148 elementary school children who attended a cram school's summer training session, were stranded since Wednesday, said Kochi prefectural government spokesman Tatsuo Nakazawa.
…About 6,800 people in Shikoku were urged to leave their homes, and national broadcaster NHK reported that more than 600 homes had been flooded on the island.
Several roads were blocked off by mudslides in Kochi Prefecture, and about 10,400 houses on Shikoku were temporarily left without electricity, but most of them have been restored by Thursday, Shikoku Electric Power Co. spokesman Satoru Kurokawa said.
The Meteorological Agency warned that another 29 centimetres of rain could fall on Kyushu and Shikoku by early Friday and cautioned residents to be on guard against more flooding and landslides.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain 
Attack on UN headquarters in Baghdad commemorated
United Nations staff in Bahrain joined colleagues worldwide in commemorating the first anniversary of the attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad which resulted in the death of 22 UN personnel. UN representative office deputy director Dr Abdullah Al Weddai led the gathered UN personnel in paying tribute to their fallen colleagues at a brief ceremony at the UN House in Manama. A plaque with the names of the 22 was unveiled.

The deputy director read the UN secretary-general’s message to mark the anniversary. “What happened in Baghdad a year ago was a personal tragedy, above all, for the families and loved ones of the 22 people who died and those who suffered severe injuries, be they physical, psychological or emotional. It was also a personal tragedy for each and every one of us because of the dear friends and close colleagues we lost, and because of the direct attack against the blue flag and we who’ve devoted our lives to the United Nations,” said a statement from the UN chief.
http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
UAE 
UAE 'can become the Singapore of Mideast'

DUBAI - By making use of its 'brain industry', the UAE can become the Singapore of the Middle East, as brainpower does not pollute, said Dr Emil Salim, noted environmentalist and former Indonesian Minister of State for Population and the Environment.

Speaking to Khaleej Times during a brief stay in Dubai while on his way to attend the Asia Pacific Forum for Environment and Development (APFED), Dr Salim urged the leaders of the UAE to act as a bridge between the Middle East and the Asian region through the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

"This can be done through a frank dialogue as ASEAN and the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan have the same vision," noted the former president of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme.

Speaking about sustainable development with regard to the environment, Dr Salim said that oil was polluting the environment. "After 20 to 30 years of oil emissions, the world's climate will change, more so the tropical region and the countries on the equator will be affected the most. Thirty years hence, my nation, too will suffer from this pollution," he said, voicing his concern.

Presenting a solution, Dr Salim said that renewable energy could help solve the problem. "The UAE can make use of solar, wave power and marine power which it has in abundance," he said.

The key is human resource development and skills, which both the UAE and Indonesia can utilise to work together to promote the region, he said.

Justifying his stance, Dr Emil further said that for the next 30 years, Asia would remain the main locomotive engine of development for global growth.

Speaking about his dialogue at the APFED, Dr Salim said though the 20th century had witnessed economic growth, it had also seen social upheavals and environmental pollution.

"The 21st century will witness economic, social and environmental development all together," he predicted.

Dr Salim also said that water was another main issue to be discussed at the forum, in addition to renewable energy and issues of air pollution.

He said that the UAE's 3.5 million people have a per capita income of $2,000, which is 10 times greater than that in Indonesia. "While this is a blessing, it is a cause of concern too," he said.

"During the generation of Shaikh Zayed, the resources were not so great, but I fear that the present generation will be spoilt as it does not have a future as oil is deemed the main source of global change," he said. 

Speaking about the yearly fires in Indonesia's tropical rain forest that also affected the environment, Dr Salim said that after the September 20 elections, several hanging issues would be addressed.

Commenting on the passage of Indonesia's skilled labour in the UAE, Dr Salim noted that the unskilled labour considered the UAE as a stepping-stone towards Makkah and performing Haj.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/august/theuae_august406.xml
Yemen 
Tree planting efforts begin in capital
SANA'A - The City of Sana'a, in cooperation with the environment and agriculture ministries, began planting trees last week as part of a plan to make the city greener. Students from summer camps along with government officials planted 1,200 seedlings in Faj Attan in the effort to erect a wall of trees to encircle the city. Faj Attan is on the list of 12 sites targeted by the plantation campaign. 

In a ceremony marking the event, Secretary General of the Sana'a Local Council Jamal Al-Khawlani said that the fence of trees around the city “will improve the look of Sana'a and be useful for environmental reasons.” 

Commissioner of the Sana'a Cleanliness Department Abdullah Sunbol and Deputy Minister of Agriculture Muthanna Saleh said that arrangements have been made for a project to plant 50,000 trees in 12 sites which were carefully selected.

The trees represent various species native to Yemen selected for their tolerance to drought and climatic extremes. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1644.html
Mukalla sewage system upgraded early next year
AL-MUKALLA - The second phase of the implementation of the Mukalla sewage system will take place early next year. The $836,719 project will be funded by Yemen and the World Bank. The funds will be used to repair and upgrade the sewage system in the October quarter and Foh region, helping approximately 2,500 people. 

The plan also involves the restoration of the city's sewage and water pipe network. An agreement for the implementation of the project was signed between Governor of Hadhramaut Abdul-Qader Al-Hilal and the representative of the MWH Company. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1646.html
Biological safety report discussed
SANA'A - The National Committee for Biological Safety last week discussed the National Report on Biological Safety and the risks of not using new state-of-the-art technology. 

During a meeting moderated by President of the Environmental Protection Authority Mohammed Shadiwah, the committee listened to an analysis of the report which will be brought to the Secretariat of the Cartagena Protocol as part of Yemen's efforts to secure membership in the protocol.

Yemen is currently campaigning to increase public awareness under an 18-month-long program. The report explains the positive aspects of using some techniques that are considered more biologically safe for use in the country’s scientific research centers, and recommends training of scientific researchers and legislation ensuring better safety. 

The National Coordinator of the Biological Safety Program Abdul-Hakim Rajeh delivered a speech at the event about the activities of the program over the last month. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1647.html
Preparations ahead for announcing more natural protectorates
SANA’A - The move to increase the number of inland and coastal nature preserves in Yemen is accelerating, owing to the significance they hold in preserving the biodiversity which several areas of the country enjoy. 

The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) declared ‘Utma a nature preserve five years ago, and now it is preparing to declare Bura’ in the province of Hodeidah an inland protectorate, followed by Belhaf, Bir Ali, Broom and Sharmah-Yathmun in Hadhramaut and Shabwah. The announcement will be made after completion of field surveys of these areas and preparation of plans for administration and protection of these protected areas with the participation of locals in the areas.

The project for administering inland and coastal protectorates (PAM & CZM Project), attached to the EPA, has recently organized a number of events in Sana’a and Al-Mukalla for qualifying and training the locals and representatives of a number of institutions.  The purpose is to make them capable of handling the protection and administration of the new protected areas. The participants will be briefed on the field studies the projects requested from specialized firms.

In Sana’a, participants in a course on administration of the Bura’ protected area, held August 2 - 4 at the National Institute for Administrative Knowledge, discussed the need to evaluate the environmental impact of investment projects in the area and to assist in finding a special society for the protected area and to preserve it.

The participants found it essential to coordinate with concerned authorities to eradicate the causes of diseases like malaria and bilharzia in the area. They also recommended the training of locals to take over the responsibility of administration in the future. They stressed the need for prompt solutions for the preservation of the forests. Other matters discussed included problems with commercial real estate, the final boundary lines of the forests, construction of an administration building for the protectorate, introducing more modern techniques and training indigenous populations in honey production. The participants also recommended that women be considered as basic partners in all endeavors.

During the course, John Clarke, head of the project, said that “the aim of the study should be to lay studied plans for steering the affairs of the Jabal Bura’ protectorate.”

“Currently, we are at the stage of preparing these plans,” he said, adding that “we should discuss this issue with the relevant concerned bodies in the area itself, the official channels in Hodeidah province, higher administrative bodies at both the EPA and the Ministry of Agriculture. We should apprize them of the levels of the plans and take their opinions and concepts into consideration.” 

Clarke expressed his hope that the Bura’ citizens would cooperate with the project’s administration and show readiness to make the project a success. He praised the cooperation of both local and executive authorities in this regard. He also said that the plan of the project basically depends on the participation of the local population.

“It is they who play a major role in steering the affairs of the protected area, through founding their own society which can benefit from it,” he said.

Abdul-Hafed Al-Hakimi, the economic and social expert at the Consultative Services Center, also speaking during the course, said the purpose behind arranging such courses is to create public awareness on the role they may play in administering the preserve.

“They should be consulted and their cooperation sought while preparing the plans,” he said, adding that Raima citizens are “more familiarized with their area than any local or foreign expert; therefore, their opinions and recommendations should be considered.”

The closing of the course was attended by Mohammed Saleh, MP representing the Bura’ area, Col. Jamil Al-Miqdad, Director of the Bura’ district, and Major Ridhwan Al-Sharfi, District Director of Security.

The study is being executed by the British company VRM and the Symtex Center for Investment Service in Yemen. Work on the studies began two years ago, and it is expected that they will be completed within the next six months. Maps of the Bura’ Mountain protectorate have already been completed. The total cost of the studies is estimated at about $300,000, all financed by the World Bank.

In Al-Mukalla, in the province of Hadhramaut, the PAM & CZM Project held a second working workshop on a project of coastal and marine protectorates for coastal districts in the Hadhramaut and Shabwah provinces. The workshop was organized with the cooperation of the Scientific Council for Applied Systems and Sciences, the Makin Star, and local communities at Sharmah-Yathmun, Belhaf, Bir Ali and Broom. The 3-day workshop dealt with a number of assessments of resolutions and recommendations adopted at the first workshop. The papers showed the current conditions and administration of marine life. An assessment report on the state of environmental awareness within the two provinces and their pollution figures was attached to these papers.

Awadh Abdullah Hatem, Permanent Secretary of the Governorate of Hadhramaut for Coastal Districts’ Affairs, stressed the concern of the local authorities in marine protectorates at the opening of the workshop. For his part, Abdul-Wahab Qassem Al-Hammadi, Executive Director of the Local Council for Applied Systems and Sciences, said that the workshops purpose aimed at reviewing the outcome of studies in the second phase of the coastal preserves project. He also said that consultations were held with representatives of government agencies and the local communities in an attempt to reach a plan on roles and responsibilities in administering the proposed protected areas.

“It could be said that these measures will, no doubt, produce positive results to ensure the protection and administration of these areas, according to scientific and comprehensive visions envisaging all environmental, economical and social scopes,” Hammadi said, adding that “the local populace alone is directly concerned with steering the affairs of these preserves according to clear plans under the supervision of appropriate bodies.” 

The proposed protected areas and others are on a waiting list for a resolution of protection. These areas would form a network of nature preserves, and will deepen the basis for the establishment of further preserves in other areas in the future. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1648.html
Exhausted basins in the Republic
SANA’A - Yemen is currently suffering from an acute loss of groundwater. The country has more than 55,000 artesian wells through which, according to 2000 estimates, 3,400 million cubic meters of water is replenished annually. This volume of extracted water exceeds the average annual consumption by 400 million cubic meters. Because of this, a water crisis has appeared in many basins located near cities such as Sana’a, Taiz and Sa’ada. 

The Sana’a Basin represents a total area of about 3,209 square kilometers. The basin is considered an upper extension of Wadi Al-Khared, a territory of Wadi Al-Jawf, situated at 2,230 meters above sea level and reaching 3,660 meters on Jabal Nabi Shu’aib which surrounds the basin from the southwest. Jabal Kanun in Sanhan, in the southwest, overlooks the basin at a height of 3,240 meters. From the exact location of this mountain one can see the 3,340 meter heights Jabal Al-Lawz. Near the bottom of the basin are high plateaus ranging from 2,500-3,000 meters high. These plateaus surround the basin from all sides except the north. According to the geological properties of the basin, the water catchment can be divided to several valleys which feed the Sana’a Basin with fresh rainwater.

There are 11 valleys attached to the basin. The west of the basin is comprised of Wadi Dhahar and Wadi Hamdan. In the south are Wadi Hazyez, Wadi Akhwar and Wadi Ghaber. Wadi Ghaiman, Wadi Safar, Wadi Al-Rawna, Wadi Rajam, Wadi Al-Sur and Wadi Al-Mahajer are in the southeast. The water of these valleys flows through the central slope, considered to be another catchment in itself. The basin’s main vein known as “Al-Saila” (water passage) is where branch valleys such as Wadi Al-Faras, Wadi Hadda and the lower edge of Wadi Dhahr flow in. The northwest side has three valleys: Wadi Al-Halla, Wadi Al-Ma’adi and Wadi Khalqa, all flowing into the main Wadi Al-Khader. These valleys cross a collection of lime rocks in the basin known as the Amran Lime Group. The northwest has a third area comprised of a collection of small valleys which cross the Ruba’i rocks of Aser and flow in the direction of Wadi Al-Khader. 

Sana’a Basin has been exhausted on a large scale for the past two decades. The quantity of renewable rainwater does not exceed 5% of what is removed. Previous reports listed the presence of 5,500 artesian wells in the basin area; however, recent estimates indicate that the number of sunken wells in the basin to be at least 13,700. Large amounts of the groundwater is used for cultivating, primarily qat.  In order to put a limit to the water deficit, increased efficiency in irrigation and control of agricultural expansion is imperative. 

Among the problems facing the basin is population growth. By 2025 the basin region is estimated to have a population of 5.6 million mainly within the city of Sana’a. This translates into increased water needs for agricultural and other domestic and industrial fields. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1649.html
Jordan 
Jordan to seek UN help to assuage concerns about Dimona    

AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan said Monday it was preparing to invite UN experts to carry out independent surveys in the Kingdom to eliminate any fear of contamination from the Dimona nuclear plant in neighbouring Israel. 

At a weekly news conference, Minister of State and Government Spokesperson Asma Khader insisted that Jordan was free of any contamination from the ageing Israeli reactor and reiterated that radiation levels were normal. 

“In 2001, we asked a group of visiting experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency [IAEA] to carry out a survey and their tests matched those of our own experts and showed that our surveys were clean,” Khader said. “In order to eliminate any fear or doubts, we are now ready to ask for a new survey,” she added. 

Her comments were made a day after Parliament's Health and Environment Committee said it would formally ask the government to invite experts from the UN nuclear watchdog to Jordan. They were also made a day after IAEA's Director General Mohammad Al Baradei said in Cairo his agency was “prepared to send observers to Egypt and Jordan to monitor whether there is any evidence of nuclear radiation emanating from Israel.” 

But Baradei stressed that the question of radiation from Dimona “should not be linked to the observation by Israel of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty nor inspection by the IAEA of Israel's nuclear activity.” 

Fears of contamination from Dimona were raised in July by nuclear whistle-blower Mordechai Vanunu, a former technician who served an 18-year prison sentence in Israel for revealing secrets about the plant. Vanunu was quoted as saying by the Arabic-language daily Al Hayat that the 40-year-old reactor in Israel's Negev Desert could constitute a “second Chernobyl,” putting at risk Middle Eastern countries. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews3.htm
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Anniversary, UN Baghdad Bombing
In marking the first anniversary of the bombing of the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad, the Secretary-General said it was a personal tragedy –- for the families of the twenty-two who died and for their colleagues.  But, he added, it was also a personal tragedy because it was an attack on the Blue Flag and all who have devoted their lives to the United Nations.  He told the audience at a memorial service in Geneva that the attack was a unique blow, as it forced the United Nations to face that its staff has become one of the main targets of political violence.
Regarding security of staff, the Secretary-General said the systemic weaknesses have to be corrected.  And while much has been done, much remains to be done.  He assured staff members that he would always insist on the most stringent precautions.

On a more personal note, he said the last year has been not only difficult, but also deeply introspective.  He shared with the audience his sense of deep agony as the person who ultimately is responsible for their security and welfare.
In conclusion, he said the pain of the trauma will be with us for a long time but that our belief in the cause of peace is undiminished, our sense of mission is intact and our work goes on.  By furthering the cause of peace we pay tribute to those we cherished, he added.
The ceremony was simulcast to United Nations offices in New York and in Amman, Jordan, where similar ceremonies were held.  Those were presided over by the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, here in New York, and the Deputy Special Representative, RossMountain, in Amman.  In all three locations, families and friends of the 22 victims lit candles in their memories.
Also here in New York, we expect the President of the Security Council to read out a statement at the stakeout following the closed consultations that ended just a few minutes ago.
The full text of the Secretary-General’s message is available upstairs.
**Commemorative Ceremonies
From Baghdad, dozens of women and men, both Iraqi and international United Nations staff members, gathered this morning in the Diwan School in the International Zone for a ceremony to mark the anniversary.  During the ceremony, Ashraf Qazi, Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Iraq, delivered the message of the Secretary-General on the occasion and paid a special tribute to the victims, the survivors, those injured and their families for their determination to go ahead with their sense of mission in serving the Iraqis and other peoples around the world in line with the United Nations mandate.
A religious service, including an imam and two priests was conducted, and prior to the ceremony, Mr. Qazi gathered with the United Nations local colleagues and expressed his appreciation for their perseverance in conducting their functions in difficult conditions and their dedication to the United Nations objectives.
Other ceremonies were held in United Nations missions around the world.  In Kabul, Afghanistan, a tree was planted and a plaque mounted at the United Nations operation centre to honour the memory of the victims of the Baghdad terror attack.  In a message to United Nations staff in Afghanistan, the head of the mission, Jean Arnault, said the magnitude of what had happened a year ago serves as a reminder of the scale of the risk that the United Nations is facing in many of its operations today.
In Nicosia, Cyprus, a special memorial ceremony was held at the headquarters of the United Nations peacekeeping force there.  More than a hundred United Nations military, police and civilian personnel were in attendance.  Similar ceremonies were held by United Nations missions in Sudan and Burundi, among others.
**Côte d’Ivoire
On this day that the United Nations is commemorating the first anniversary of the bombing of the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad, all Ivorian parties should be reminded of the United Nations’ commitment to peace.  That was the message delivered today in Abidjan by the Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tevoedjre.

Tevoedjre said he was encouraged by the Ivorian Parliament’s current efforts to adopt, in emergency session, the legal reforms called by in the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, and he urged them to complete this task.  He also welcomed other efforts taken to restore normalcy in the country, including the meeting earlier this week of top military commanders from the national army, the rebel Forces Nouvelles and the French peacekeeping forces.  The objective must now be, he said, the full implementation, in letter and in spirit, of the agreements designed to set the country back on the path to peace.

**National Conference in Iraq
Late yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Iraq, Ashraf Qazi said in a statement that he was pleased that the National Conference had concluded with the establishment of an Interim Council after four days of vigorous debate and deliberation.  He noted with satisfaction the spirit of dialogue that prevailed among the participants throughout the Conference.
Qazi said he hoped this considerable development in the transitional process will lead to further dialogue among all Iraqis and wider political participation.  He also expressed satisfaction regarding the United Nations role in assisting the organizers throughout the last few weeks on the best options for the preparations and the conduct of the Conference to ensure inclusiveness and meaningful participation.  He reiterated that the United Nations mission in Iraq will continue its assistance to the Iraqi Electoral Commission for the conduct of free and fair elections by 31 January next year.
**Security Council
The Security Council was briefed in closed consultations this morning by Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov, the High-Level Coordinator, on the issue of the repatriation or return of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or their remains, stemming from the first Gulf War.
Ambassador Vorontsov presented to the Council the Secretary-General’s latest report on this issue.  In that report, the Secretary-General says that the number of resolved cases has increased from 92 to 167, which reflects ongoing progress.  The report can be found on the Council’s Web site.
**DRC/Burundi
The situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and in Burundi continues to be tense following the massacre at the Gatumba refugee camp in Burundi and subsequent statements by government and military authorities.
In the DRC yesterday, the United Nations Mission convened the International Committee in Support of the Transition, which includes 13 memberStates and representatives of the African Union, the European Union and the European Commission, to discuss the deteriorating situation in the region.  Also yesterday, the United Nations Mission’s spokesperson in Kinshasa noted that the escalation of hostile verbal accusations by political and military actors in the region were spreading the fear among the population and radicalizing public opinion.
From the DRC, we also have a press release from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs about the assistance being provided to the internally displaced in the high planes of eastern DRC as a result of continuing tension in the area of Bukavu.
Regarding Burundi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Carolyn McAskie, is returning to Bujumbura after having participated as an active observer in the Dar es Salaam Summit of African leaders, which strongly condemned the attack on the Gatumba camp, declared the Forces Nationales de Liberation (FNL), a terrorist organization and urged the African Union and the Security Council to support this decision.
From Bujumbura, we have reports of fighting between the Burundian Armed Forces and the FNL on Tuesday night, in the Kabezi area, some 20 kilometres south of Bujumbura.  As a result of this fighting, about 1,500 internally displaced Burundians sought refuge overnight at a nearby United Nations military compound.  Six people are thought to have died in that fighting.
**Sudan Update
From Sudan, a reminder that the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM) co-chaired by the United Nations Special Representative Jan Pronk and the Sudanese Foreign Minister Mustafa Ismail, will hold its fourth meeting this evening in Khartoum to assess progress made in the implementation of the Darfur Plan of Action.  Mr. Pronk is expected to come to New York to present his assessment to the Secretary-General at the end of August.
Humanitarian agencies meanwhile report that the situation in West Darfur is relatively calm, although some tensions persist in the south-east of the State due to fear of militia attacks.  Humanitarian efforts continue around Geneina town and other areas of West Darfur to avert further spreading of a jaundice/Hepatitis E outbreak.  The World Food Programme has completed airdrops in the three areas in West Darfur, and is planning more in the Geneina area.
We have reports that earlier this week, the African Union monitors looking into violent incidents, which took place in Kalma camp on 12 August, confirmed the looting of the camp and brutal treatment and harassment of the internally displaced persons there by the Sudanese military, who intervened following the incident.
In South Darfur, the residents of the village of Yara (around the capital Nyala), where some 6,000 IDPs are concentrated, confirmed to a United Nations humanitarian and security assessment team, which visited the area yesterday, that the village was secure as a result of the increased police presence.  The team reported that 94 policemen from Khartoum were deployed in the area of Yara.
Finally, delegations from the Sudanese Government and the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement are expected to attend a conference on mine action strategy for Sudan, to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, on 26 August.  The objective of the conference, which will be facilitated by the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Mine Action Service, is to assist both parties in developing a national mine action strategy that meets the immediate needs of the emergency humanitarian situation and plans ahead to post-conflict Sudan.
**MINUGUA/Human Rights Office
The United Nations Mission in Guatemala has expressed concern over threats made to the country’s Human Rights Ombudsman.  The concerns centre on threats and attacks made on a candidate for Guatemala City’s municipal elections, and threats made to Ombudsman staff, who were dealing with that matter.  The Mission has called on the local authorities to investigate.
We have a press release from the Mission with more details, but it is only in Spanish.
**UNDP on Bangladesh
Mark Malloch Brown, the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme, has praised the Bangladeshi Government for its response to the recent floods there, but he warns that money is now needed for the “very expensive” next stage of rehabilitation of health facilities, schools and the economy.  Malloch Brown made the comments at the end of a three-day visit to Bangladesh.
And there is a press release from the UNDP upstairs on that.
**UNICEF/South Ossetia
UNICEF, the United Nations Children’s Fund, is rushing emergency assistance in the form of school supplies and sporting equipment to South Ossetia.  It’s also mobilizing volunteers to assist the several hundred children escaping the conflict there.  UNICEF says over 500 children and thousands of women began to flee from an outbreak of fighting between Georgian troops and the separatist forces last week.  And we have more on that upstairs, as well.
**Brazil-Haiti Soccer Game
Finally and last up, for those of you who may have missed it, Brazil beat Haiti six-nil in yesterday’s friendly soccer match.  Brazil’s President, Ignacio Lula da Silva, and Haiti’s interim Government came up with the idea of using the game to promote a spirit of peace and to bring people together.  The United Nations Mission focused on providing safety and security, and also used the opportunity to promote awareness of major themes, such as peace and AIDS awareness.
That’s all I have for you.
**Questions and Answers

Question:  The Secretary-General warned this morning that United Nations representatives have become targets of physical violence.  Can you tell us what steps have been taken to ensure security of United Nations representatives since the bombing last year?

Spokesman:  I can’t give you any specifics, except to say that we have dramatically increased our spending on security worldwide, as well as here at Headquarters and other headquarters locations.  So we have taken a lot of measures to improve security wherever we work.  It’s not enough, as the Secretary-General said this morning.

We had begun to review our security systems worldwide even before 19 August last year.  The Secretary-General had commissioned a study by Scotland Yard that, in fact, had been completed and turned in to us on something like 6 August last year, just before the bombing in Baghdad.  The events in Baghdad, of course, forced us to reassess, and following the two internal studies that we had done –- one by [former Finnish President] Martti Ahtisaari and one by [former Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees] Gerald Walzer –- a fresh assessment was then commissioned.  And that has just been completed and it is now being prepared for presentation to the General Assembly in September or October.  So you will get a comprehensive review of our assessment of the new security threat to the United Nations, our response to that threat thus far and our plans for the future when that report goes to the General Assembly.
Question:  So nothing concrete yet?

Spokesman:  First of all, we don’t discuss details, so I cannot tell you concrete details of what is going on.  If you walk around the premises here, you will see a big fence going up on the north end of the property.  If you look around the building and around the premises, you will see television cameras that were not there before.  I mean, there are certain things that are obvious, that you can see.  You will see more uniformed security officers; you will see officers walking around with bomb-sniffing dogs.  All of this is new and expensive, but except for these visible things that I’m sure you have seen, we don’t discuss specific measures that we take on security.

Question:  How many of the people injured last August are sill under medical treatment?

Spokesman:  I’ll have to find that out for you.  I think, there are a number still undergoing treatment in London and elsewhere, and Catherine Bertini’s Office has all that information.  She is the Under-Secretary-General for Management and the Interim Security Coordinator.  So I will check with her Office after the briefing for you.

Question:  I understand that there was quite a number of complaints that the United Nations has been callous and unresponsive to their needs.  Is there anything specific on this that you can say?

Spokesman:  It is a very trying time for everyone, the relatives of the deceased and those who were injured.  Ms. Bertini’s Office has assigned individual staff members to individual families, to stay as close to them as possible.  If there are still complaints that we haven’t been sensitive enough, well, I take those on board.  But I know that a special effort was made to deal individually with each family.

Question:  Regarding Sudan, you said Mr. Pronk would be coming to New York to brief the Secretary-General at the end of the month?  Or how will that work out?

Spokesman:  Our expectation is he will be coming here, first to brief the Secretary-General, and then the Secretary-General’s report will go to the Security Council.  We’ll have to see what the arrangements will be for a briefing of the Council, but my understanding is that Pronk will be here.

Question:  Regarding my question yesterday, I didn’t quite get what you said on the way in.  Are you saying that because the allegations are broad and not very specific, there will be no official response?

Spokesman:  No, I said that your criticism of United Nations documents was so broad that it is not something that I can give a responsible answer to in 24 hours.  So we have sent your question and a copy of your article upstairs.  I do expect to get a response, I just don’t have one today.

Question:  On the logistics of United Nations reporting to the Security Council, does the Secretary-General sign those reports personally?  Where do they originate and what is the clearance procedure?

Spokesman:  It is different for every single report.  These reports usually originate in the relevant Department –- Political Affairs, Peacekeeping –- and work their way up to the Secretary-General’s Office, where they are reviewed, discussed with the departments, adjustments are made.  Very often the Secretary-General himself is personally involved in the finalization of those reports before they are presented to the Council.

The reporting mechanism that we have to the Council is different under Kofi Annan, where experts, the people most knowledgeable about the subject brief the Council as opposed to having just one person on the Secretary-General’s staff brief the Council on all subjects, which was the case under the previous administration.  So I think that Kofi Annan feels that he has taken steps to orally brief the Council in greater detail on all of these matters.  And I think as far as we are concerned, the efforts that go into the drafting of all those reports are considerable, but I will try to get a response to your specific criticism.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Intellectual Conservative, Az

Congress Must Get Us Out of UNESCO. Again!
by Tom DeWeese
17 August 2004
On July 7, 135 members of the House voted for Congressman Ron Paul's resolution declaring that the United States should withdraw from UNESCO.
The nation laid Ronald Reagan to rest with a massive outpouring of respect and affection for the accomplishments of this great man. One of his most important achievements was to get the United States out of the United Nations Economic, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

Yet it was just one year ago that Congress voted to undo President Reagan’s work and authorized the nation to begin again to pay dues of $60 million annually to this corrupt organization. That’s an incredible 25% of UNESCO’s total operating budget. 

During the nation’s week of mourning it was shameful to watch those same politicians, with crocodile tears running down their faces, telling us how they admired the former President’s courage to do the right thing. If these congressmen truly want to honor his memory, then they should show some courage themselves and take immediate steps to undo their mistake and get us out of UNESCO again.

UNESCO is the root of much of the evil oozing out of the United Nations. It is the source of much of the anti-American education curriculum that is now cropping up in our nation’s public classrooms. UNESCO is the source of the International Baccalaureate (IB) program. The IB program teaches our children that they are citizens of the world and that love of country is an evil that must be abolished. UNESCO says that the IB program promotes human rights, social justice, sustainable development, population, health, environmental and immigration concerns. In other words, IB teaches our children to accept the international socialist agenda. 

Remember, the United States is now paying $60 million per year to help pay for this propaganda.

UNESCO wants to control the Internet by taxing its use. UNESCO would like to collect a fee every time you send e-mail. UNESCO would also like to control who can open up a web site and who can put information on the web. UNESCO wants to get control of the world’s greatest source of information in order to control its flow. 

Control of the Internet will open personal privacy to inspection by non-elected bureaucrats who are accountable to no one. If you want to know how UNESCO would oversee the Internet, just take a look at how Communist China does it. That’s the model UNESCO intends to use. 

And the United States is now paying $60 million per year to pay for this effort.

UNESCO has laid claim to 47 United Nations biosphere reserves in our nation, accounting for more than 70 million acres of U.S. soil that is locked away. Worse, UNESCO’s rule over these lands extends beyond the actual boundaries into what are called buffer zones. That’s how UNESCO successfully stopped a private gold mine operation located miles from Yellow Stone National Park, a UNESCO Heritage Site.

Thanks to the courageous men and women of the United States Congress, American taxpayers are now giving UNESCO $60 million per year for the privilege of having our own land locked away.  

These are just a few of the evils of UNESCO and the very reasons why Ronald Reagan did the “right thing” and got us out in 1984. For 19 years UNESCO whined and cried about how the U.S. took its money away so the poor UN bureaucrats couldn’t spread their brand of socialism around the world. America, ever the sucker for a sob story, came crawling back.

In July, some truly courageous members of Congress said they had had enough of this folly. Texas Representative Ron Paul introduced H. Con Res. 443, declaring that the United States should withdraw from UNESCO. Paul noted that there is a sizable block of anti-UN votes in the House of Representatives and the Resolution would help energize them to action. 145 members voted last year to keep the U.S. out of UNESCO. On July 7th the House voted on H. Con Res. 443 and 135 Members voted for it. Though the measure failed, clearly the block of anti-UN votes is holding. The majority of votes for the Resolution came from western and southern states. 

Paul will continue to offer more Resolutions and they should be used as a rallying point for all who love the American brand of independence and liberty. Call or write your Congressman and tell him to support renewed efforts to get America out of UNESCO.  If, as you watched the national memorial for Ronald Reagan, you had a sense of pride for the America he stood for, then the time to act is now. 

Send a strong message to those who seek UN global governance. Tell them that the United States will not go quietly into the night.

Tom DeWeese is publisher and editor of The DeWeese Report and president of the American Policy Center, a grassroots, activist think tank headquartered in Warrenton, VA.
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� HYPERLINK  \l "EcoWatch" ��PrimeZone Media Network - HydroFlo Technology to be Profiled Worldwide on the EcoWatch TV Program�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Consumption" ��Philippine Daily Inquirer - Seeing Green : Clean and green consumption is key�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Energias" ��La Bolsa.com - PNUMA y ECO llegan a un acuerdo para fomentar las energías renovables y el turismo sostenible en Asia Central
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