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UNEP Head Applauds Canada’s Decision to Join the International Fight against Global Warming

From United Nations Environment Programme
Thursday, December 19, 2002

NAIROBI — Canada’s decision to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, the five year-old agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, was today welcomed by Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), praising Prime Minister Chretien and Environment Minister Anderson for their vision. 

He said the move showed “courage and leadership” while recognising the overwhelming scientific and moral arguments for fighting climate change. 

“Global warming is the greatest environmental threat this planet faces. The scientific evidence, that pollution from sources such as factories, power plants and vehicles is changing the world’s weather systems, is already with us. The moral arguments are equally compelling as it is the poorest of the poor, on continents like Africa, who stand to suffer most from an upsurge in extreme weather events such as floods and droughts,” said Mr. Toepfer. 

He said Canada’s ratification was even more impressive given that country’s high reliance on coal, gas and oil. 

“The fact that Canada believes it can achieve its reduction targets, despite being a big user and producer of fossil fuels, gives the clear signal to others that fighting global warming is not economic suicide. It shows that reducing the risks of climate change are realistic and necessary which, if managed sensibly, can have important economic benefits in terms of the development of new technologies, jobs and financial markets,” said Mr. Toepfer. 

He said the “eyes of the world” will now be on Russia. Canada’s ratification means that those developed countries that have so far ratified, represent close to 44 per cent of the 1990 emissions of carbon dioxide, the principal greenhouse gas. 

In order for the Protocol to now enter into force, 55 per cent of the developed world’s 1990 emissions, must be covered. Ratification by Russia, with over 17 per cent of the emissions, is therefore crucial for the Protocol to come into force. 

“Russia reiterated at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in late August that it will ratify. It is my sincere hope that this will indeed occur in 2003. Several funds and mechanisms have been approved, designed to help developed countries off set their emissions at home by carrying out projects such as renewable energy or forestry schemes in poorer countries abroad. These can play their part in fighting poverty, healing the environment and delivering sustainable development, but can only become legally operational when Kyoto comes into force,” said Mr. Toepfer. 

For more information. please contact: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, on Tel: +254 2 623292, Mobile: +254 733 682656, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, on Tel: +254 2 623084, Mobile: +254 733 632755, E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org 

For more information, contact:
Jim Sniffen
Information Officer
United Nations Environment Programme
1-212-963-8210
sniffenj@un.org
Web site: http://www.unep.org
________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

December 19, 2002, Thursday 6:44 AM Eastern Time 

Global painting contest on environment underway 

      BODY: 

      NAIROBI, Dec. 19 (Xinhua) --A painting competition aims at enhancing the awareness on environmental      issues among children worldwide has got underway, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said  here Thursday. 

      The contest, dubbed the 12th Competition of Paintings by Children on the Environment, is jointly organized  by the UNEP and the Foundation for Global Peace and the Environment of Japan, and will continue until Jan.  31 next year, said UNEP Spokesman Eric Falt. "Preserve the Beautiful Oceans, Skies and Forests for the  Future" is this year's theme, he said, adding that prizes will be awarded for the best 500 entries, which will be used in the production of postcards, a calendar, posters, publications and exhibitions worldwide. 

      Showing a package of New Year's cards to journalists, Falt said that the paintings on the cards are from last year's winning paintings, representing the work of children from countries including India, the Czech Republic, Turkey and Argentina. 

      The annual painting contest last year attracted 9,043 entries from 51 countries, Falt said, hoping children  from more countries will participate this year to help spread the message of preserving the earth for future  generations. 

      The competition is open to all children between the ages of 6 and 15, and the entry rules and conditions can be found in UNEP's website: www.unep.org/childrenyouth/kids/painting.ht
______________________________________________________________________________________

Reinsurance Magazine 

December 16, 2002 

EMERGING RISKS; WHAT NEXT? 

Swiss Re thinks water availability is the next big thing and Benfield Greig is monitoring asteroids and volcanic  super-eruptions. 

      So what potential risks are keeping (re)insurers awake at night? Pravin Jeyaraj and Janina Clark investigate. 

      US (re)insurer St Paul agreed in June to pay $1bn to its largest asbestos claimant, Western MacArthur. Such  massive payouts by (re)insurers on asbestos claims relate to policies written before asbestos was identified as a problem. They demonstrate the need for (re)insurers to identify and take action on potential risks as  early as possible. Mould, for example, has now hit the headlines, with almost 10,000 mould-related claims  filed against insurers. Today's astute (re)insurers are keeping a close eye on potential risks ranging from electromagnetic fields to genetically modified foods. 

      The risks of the future are not easy to identify, however. "By definition, emerging risks would not even be  called risks - they are more like uncertainties that you have to search for," says Marcel Buerge, head of risk engineering services at Swiss Re. 

      Water shortages 

      Nevertheless, Swiss Re has identified one big risk: the global unavailability of water. Thomas Streiff, Swiss  Re's head of sustainability management, attributes the growing water shortage to excessive usage, climate change and a growing world population. According to the United Nations Environment Programme, over  half of the world's population could be living in severely water-stressed areas by 2032. 

      Another risk is damage to water quality, says Mr Streiff, largely through three types of pollutants. Firstly,  pesticides, which contain chemicals that cause cancer, endocrine disorders and hormonal problems.  Secondly, antibiotics, most of which are not absorbed by the body and pass straight back into the water through the sewage system, enabling micro-organisms to develop an immunity. Finally, research has shown a link between a high concentration of MTBE (methyl tertiary-butyl ether) - used in the US to make petrol  more combustible and reduce carbon monoxide emissions - in water and cancer. 

      Mr Streiff says that (re)insurers need to be particularly vigilant at identifying water risk because it can be  included in existing policies. 

      "It could be covered under environmental impairment liability or property damage," he says. "Bodily injury risk is covered under general liability, if any release of pollutants enters the water and has an impact on life."

      Equally, companies could claim against business interruption covers if they are unable to produce and deliver  products because of lack of access to a clean and adequate water supply. 

      Mr Streiff says: "It is very difficult to measure the financial impact. It is important to share our observations with the major water stakeholders, from national and local governments to private sector providers and users." 

      Swiss Re is raising awareness of water risks by sponsoring public sector initiatives. It has signed an

      agreement with non-governmental organisation World Vision to finance the construction of family cisterns,  reservoirs and wells in Brazil's north-eastern region - thought to be the world's most populated semi-arid region. 

      In the US, Swiss Re is sponsoring River Network, made up of 37,000 water conservation groups, to conduct a national educational campaign. In 2003 the reinsurer will launch the world's first international water management course. 

      Asteroid crash course 

      Looking up from ground level, a risk that has been receiving attention is the possibility of asteroids crashing into the earth. 

      In June, astronomers discovered that an asteroid the size of a football pitch had passed within 120,000km of the earth - a near-miss in space terms. Had it hit the earth it could have caused devastation similar to that which occurred in Tunguska, Siberia in 1908 when 2000 sq km of forest were flattened. Most worryingly, the  more recent asteroid was not actually detected until three days after it had passed the earth. 

      In July, scientists warned that an asteroid, NT7, could collide with the earth on 1 February 2019. Kevin  Yates, project officer of the UK's Near Earth Objects centre, says that the National Aeronautics and Space  Administration (Nasa) of the US has found that another asteroid, 1950DA, will hit the earth on 16 March  2880. The probability of impact is one in 300, which, Mr Yates says, is "relatively high". 

      Bill McGuire, director of the Benfield Greig Hazard Research Centre, confirms the findings but says: "Long  before then, however, we should have the technology to give it the tiny nudge it requires to make sure it misses." 

      This does not mean that there is nothing to worry about, though. Mr McGuire says that there are an

      estimated 600-700 asteroids with a diameter of at least 1km that are orbiting the earth and could crash into  it at any time. 

      Terrorism threats 

      Terrorism risks have had to be reassessed since the 11 September 2001 attacks in the US. The US

      government has said that an attack against the US using weapons of mass destruction is inevitable and the UK intelligence service MI5 has reportedly drawn up a list of 350 potential terrorist targets in Britain. 

      PJ Crowley, vice-president of the US-based Insurance Information Institute, says that the use of weapons  of mass destruction implies the involvement of a foreign government so such attacks would likely be classified as acts of war and so excluded from cover. He also says that the people behind the anthrax

      attacks in the US in 2001 have not been identified, but that any claims could affect commercial liability and workers' compensation because most of the letters were delivered to business premises. 

      Insurers now recognise that policies have not been explicit enough where terrorism risks are concerned. For example, says Mr Crowley, business interruption has traditionally been linked to direct physical damage. 

      "We found that the traditional definitions did not anticipate an interruption removed from the location of the disaster, such as the shutdown of the transportation system in New York." Either at renewals or through  litigation, underwriters will have to further define what is covered and what is not. 

      Bermudian reinsurer PartnerRe says that terrorism cover cannot be treated like a "typical catastrophe peril" by analysing past losses, researching vulnerabilities and forecasting future trends. "Terrorism is man-made, intentional, designed to cause maximum impact and we cannot rely on the past to be indicative of the  future," it says. 

      Cyber crimes 

      Terrorism is also a risk in cyberspace. Speaking at the International Underwriting Association of London (IUA) seminar 'eRisks - the new frontier' in May, DK Matai, chief executive of digital risk assessment firm Mi2g, said that "empirical evidence points to an escalating threat" of cyberterrorists. 

      That is a catch-all term encompassing bored teenagers, 'super geeks', politically-motivated groups and criminal gangs. Cyber attacks can take many forms, including identity or intellectual property theft, denial of  service, invasion of privacy, damaging software and financial fraud. 

      Julian James, director of worldwide markets at Lloyd's, recalls a conference in Hong Kong at which

      executives were asked "What would happen if you did not have access to the internet for three weeks?"   The executives said their companies would go out of business. Denial of access to the internet is not necessarily covered by business interruption insurance. 

      David Ovenden, chairman of the IUA digital risks committee, says that e-risks can affect directors' and officers' or professional indemnity cover if a company's investment in technology does not pay off and shareholders sue. It can also even affect household insurance, he says: "With dial-up internet connections,  consumers currently have transient presence on-line. However, as the use of broadband 'always on' internet  technology increases, so consumers become a bigger target for hackers, who will use their computers to attack other computers." 

      Mr Matai says: "The rules of the game have changed. At 1 January 2002 renewals, exclusions were brought in for digital risks." Mr Ovenden, who is also a consultant in the underwriting and claims team of Royal &  SunAlliance, says that Royal & SunAlliance's UK division has excluded digital risks from policies since April. 

      According to Mr James, exposure to intangible risks, including e-risks, is on the increase. He says that there is an "opportunity for Lloyd's and brokers to offer slightly different policies to cover against these risks. A lot of our underwriters are encouraging companies to look at policies to see if they cover intangible risks." 

      Another area of technology that (re)insurers need to keep an eye on in future is nano-technology -

      technology that is made up of building blocks smaller than molecules. 

      Swiss Re's Mr Buerge says that nanotechnology is still in its infancy but it will probably first become common  in medicine. "If that is going to be the driving application, then it poses a completely new risk," he says. 

      Munich Re agrees: "Nanotechnology is one of the fields that might have a very big influence on the entire  society, on technology and on our environment. 

      In the future, it may change all areas of human life and thus would also have an impact on all lines of  insurance," it warns. However, the German reinsurer says that it is too early to determine action to be taken  by insurers. 

      Phantom risks 

      Mr Buerge says that reinsurers should be looking not just at the actual risk - whether it be terrorism, e-risk or natural hazard - but also at how the public perceives the level of danger. He calls this 'societal' or 'phantom' risk. 

      "Swiss Re began to look at this type of risk about 10 years ago, to look at people's behaviour when

      electromagnetic fields started to be an issue," he explains. "Risk does not have to be a risk of actual danger,  it can also be in the mind." Mr Buerge says that as the media report on more potential health dangers such  as genetically modified foods and mobile phone masts, phantom risks will only increase. 

      "After the BSE (bovine spongiform encephalopathy or 'mad cow disease') crisis in the UK, people behaved  differently to other health hazards than they would have done before the crisis," he says. "In the old days,  the world was different because you had to have scientific evidence of harm. Today, that is no longer the  case. You have to prove it is not dangerous. If you can't, the judge may rule there is a probability a product causes harm." 

      Uncertainty about an emerging risk can make it impossible to calculate the size of the risk from an actuarial point of view, which means it cannot be priced. Mr Buerge says: "If we cannot set a price, then we have to go to the underwriting instrument to protect ourselves and protect by exclusions and loss limits. But as reinsurers we have to underwrite risk. 

      "If we exclude risk, we cut our business. It should not be the first course of action. Unfortunately, it often is, after which we go back to the drawing board." 

      NATURAL HAZARDS 

      - Man-made risks are not the only emerging problem for reinsurers. Nature, too, has some mega-threats up its sleeve. 

      - Hurricane Lili caused $335m of insured property losses in the US states of Louisiana and Mississippi on 3   October, according to the property claim services unit of the Insurance Services Office of the US. However,  this pales in comparison to some of the global geophysical events - such as volcanic super-eruptions and giant tsunamis - that the Benfield Greig Hazard Research Centre is predicting. 

      - Bill McGuire, director of the centre, says that volcanic super-eruptions occur about every 50,000 years.  The last one was 73,000 years ago, so the next one is "way overdue", he says. A super-eruption has the power to throw up enough dust and gas to plunge the whole planet into a 'volcanic winter'. Mr McGuire estimates the potential death toll from the next one at one billion. 

      - The next giant tsunami is expected to result from the collapse of the Cumbre Vieja volcano on the Canary  Island of La Palma, which started to move in 1949. Mr McGuire says its collapse will trigger 50-100m high  waves that will devastate the rim of the North Atlantic Basin, with the eastern US and the Caribbean bearing the brunt. He puts the possible death toll in the tens of millions and says the volcano's collapse could virtually "obliterate all of the major towns and cities along the US east coast". 

      - A more "predictable" event, according to Mr McGuire, will be an earthquake hitting Tokyo in the next 20-30  years. The potential economic loss is estimated at $7trn, which dwarfs the $200bn loss caused by the Kobe  earthquake in 1995.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Santa Fe New Mexican 

December 17, 2002 Tuesday 

THE CONSCIOUS INVESTOR: BEWARE CORPORATE 'GREEN WASHING' 

      Corporate social responsibility used to be something a good company strived for and a bad company

      rejected. Previously, bad corporations stood out like sore thumbs, but many of today's corporations have

      gotten quite sophisticated in recasting an image of social responsibility regardless of the substance beneath

      the carefully crafted image. Some call this "green washing." Don't fall for it. 

      Several giant oil companies recently have been following the lead of tobacco companies in trying to create a

      more socially responsible image. One company stands out as a scoundrel in its pursuit of "greenness," and

      that is none other than the company that brought us the Exxon Valdez oil spill. As in most disasters, political

      or corporate, it's how you react to a crisis that usually determines the extent of your damage. You would

      think Exxon, now ExxonMobil, would have learned its lesson. That tragic event of the late '80s gave Exxon a

      great opportunity to clean up its act. Instead, it stonewalled. The reason ExxonMobil's green washing stands

      out is that, according to The Economist, ExxonMobil is "the world's most powerful climate-change skeptic."

      As the world's largest energy company, it has spent millions of dollars to prevent any concerted government

      action to fight global warming. Specifically, it has worked aggressively to prevent U.S. acceptance of the

      Kyoto Protocol. It is no surprise that ExxonMobil's fingerprints are all over the Bush Administration's stance

      on global warming. 

      If you haven't seen ExxonMobil's slick new television commercials proclaiming its concern for the

      environment, don't bother looking for it. More disturbing however, is its recent $100 million donation to

      Stanford University for energy research. Although pledged for alternative-energy research, the funds will be

      used to look at coal and nuclear power in addition to renewables. This "clean" energy research amounts to a

      tenth of a percent of what ExxonMobil will spend on new oil and gas exploration over the same period. In

      addition, ExxonMobil has still set no goals for emissions reductions and has made no commitments to develop

      alternative-energy technologies. 

      Enter socially responsible investing. On May 29, concerned shareholders presented a resolution at

      ExxonMobil's annual shareholders' meeting, asking the company to diversify its energy mix during a time of

      dwindling international oil reserves, by investing more research and funds into renewable energy sources.

      This was the third year the resolution was filed, and it received 20.3 percent of the vote. The proposal was

      also supported by the largest public pension fund in the world -- the California Public Employees Retirement

      System -- and Institutional Shareholder Services, the U.S.'s largest proxy-voting advisory firm. Although a

      20 percent vote does not carry the day, it is a number that attracts a lot of attention. In fact, this 

      20 percent vote is probably responsible for ExxonMobil's donation to Stanford. 

      From a financial point of view, shareholder advocates believe that ExxonMobil, by solely focusing on cheap

      fossil fuels, has been left out of the emerging profit sector of renewable energy. At the same time, its

      ongoing denial of climactic effects from fossil-fuel burning is increasingly isolating itself from the innovative

      policies and strategies of its main international competitors -- such as Shell and British Petroleum. Because

      of this, ExxonMobil will be facing substantial financial and environmental liabilities in the years to come. 

      The effects of global warming (caused in part by fossil-fuel use) pose risks of devaluation for long-term

      investments in many economic sectors. The United Nations Environment Programme's Financial Services

      Initiative projects that rising sea levels, increased incidence of tropical storms and loss of water and

      agricultural resources will result in annual worldwide costs reaching $304.2 billion by 2050. 

      ExxonMobil's long-term investments are in danger of devaluation because of carbon risks associated with

      continued reliance on fossil fuels. In the future, climate change redress might be sought in the courts;

      ExxonMobil could be a target for litigation if it maintains its position as an oil and gas giant, rather than an

      energy company with a diversified, cleaner energy mix. 

      On the other hand, British Petroleum, another giant of an oil company, feels that renewables are an

      important and growing product of its energy mix. It will, according to CEO John Browne, "continue to expand

      its solar business, which is set to grow by 40 percent this year and already has a 17 percent share of the

      world market." The company's program of investment in photovoltaics is on track to deliver 300 megawatts

      of solar panels each year by 2007. 

      The big BP story of the year, however, concerns Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. BP has decided to

      drop out of Arctic Power, a group that has been lobbying for the U.S. government to open the refuge to oil

      drilling. 

      A coalition of social investors and environmentalists has been campaigning for three years to convince BP

      not to drill in the refuge. The coalition, which consists of the Green Century Balanced Fund, Walden Asset

      Management, Trillium Asset Management, World Wildlife Fund and U.S. PIRG, filed a shareowner resolution in

      2000 urging BP not to drill in the refuge. The resolution received 13 percent support from voting

      shareowners, a high mark for a first-time resolution. 

      Make no mistake: BP could choose to drill in the refuge should the Bush administration get its way. But BP

      sets a precedent other oil companies might follow in not pursuing drilling. Bush would look quite foolish

      lobbying for drilling without the oil industry behind him. 

      Although neither ExxonMobil nor BP has a presence in Santa Fe, I would encourage investors to look at their

      portfolio holdings. Let ExxonMobil know how you think and congratulate and encourage BP to be an even

      better corporate citizen. 

      Richard Barr is a registered investment adviser specializing in socially responsible investing with First

      Affirmative Financial Network, 1640 Old Pecos Trail, Suite C, Santa Fe, NM 87505; 982-9661; e-mail:

      Richardbarr@prodigy.net.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Fate of Titanium Mining Awaits Kenya Polls 

NAIROBI, Kenya, December 19, 2002 (ENS) - As Kenya prepares for a crucial general election on December 27, the opposition has warned a Canadian  mining company against entering into a contract with the outgoing                      government of President Daniel arap Moi to mine one of the world's largest deposits of titanium. 

President Daniel arap Moi has been President of Kenya for 19 years. (Photo courtesy U.S. House of Representatives)

This week the Moi government issued Tiomin  Resources Inc. of Toronto a permit to mine the                                   titanium sands. The company says there is US$132  million worth of raw material at stake. But the district's                                      outgoing member of Parliament says the mineral deposits are worth US$11 billion. 

On Monday, Tiomin announced that the Kenyan Mining and Prospecting Licensing Committee had approved its application for a Special Mining Lease on its Kwale mineral sands project. The 16 year long Mining Lease is renewable for a further 10 years. Under the terms of the lease, Tiomin shall  have "full, irrevocable, sole and exclusive right to mine and process the heavy  mineral sands at Kwale." 

But Mwai Kibaki, a leading presidential contender of the National Rainbow Coalition (NARC) who is enjoying massive public support, threatens, "We  will not honor any titanium mining agreements entered between Tiomin  Resources of Canada and the Kenya government." 

Mwai Kibaki speaks at a rally on the campaign trail. (Photo courtesy Kibaki for President)

His statement has cast doubt on  whether the mining of the extensive titanium deposits on the Indian Ocean                      coast of northern Kenya will continue if the opposition party, NARC, wins  the election. Kibaki, an economist whonhas served as vice president and  finance minister, founded the Democratic Party in 1991. He placed second in the 1997 presidential race won by Moi. 

The Kenya deposits represent 10 percent of the world's known titanium, and politicians in this east African nation argue that the licensing should not have been rushed before crucial issues are discussed in public. 

Kibaki says the titanium project in Kwale district should have been a  partnership between the locals and Canadian firm. "We are asking Kwale  residents not to sell their land to the Canadian firm until they are given shares  in the project," he said. 

The titanium drama began in 1995, when Tiomin struck what are now  recognized to be the biggest unexploited titanium deposits in the world. These  include five titanium sites with 650 million tons at Mambrui and 1.2 billion tons  at Sokoke. Large quantities have also been discovered in Sabaki, Mombasa,  and Kwale on the north coast too. 

The completed Kwale feasibility study indicates that during the first six years of production the Kwale deposit can produce over 300,000 metric tons of sulphatable ilmenite, about 38,000 metric tons of high quality zircon, and over 75,000 metric tons of premium rutile per year, with a total mine life of approximately 13 years. 

Rutile and ilmenite are both sources of titanium dioxide, primarily used in the production of pigments for paints, plastics and paper, while zircon is used in  the fabrication of ceramic and enamel glazing, refractories and electronic equipment. 

Tiomin Kenya drills near  Mombasa (Two photos courtesy Tiomin Kenya) 

With the permit issued,  at least one in every four of the 500,000 people who live in Kenya's                                                       Kwale district could eventually be evicted to pave way for the controversial mining project. 

Critics say that the rest could face significant health risks due to the toxic emissions associated with titanium mining. 

"If a deposit has uranium, we have to be very careful," warns Dr. Wellington Wamicha, a German trained Kenyan mineralogist who has done an  Environmental Impact Assessment study of the Kwale area for Kenyatta                      University. 

"The only reason the Kwale residents are currently not being affected by radiation is because thorium and uranium, the radioactive emitters present in  zircon deposits, are in their thermodynamic stable state," Dr. Wamicha explains. 

"But mining, through attrition and processing the ore by subjecting it to hot sulphuric acid," he says, "will release the radioactive elements into the environment." 

The Kenyatta University study found the mining would result in the removal of vegetation, affecting the reflectivity of solar radiation. "As more solar  radiation is reflected back to the sky, the result could be more heating of the cold inward-bound winds, as well as negative impacts on local rainfall," says  Dr. Wamicha. 

The study also warns that mining would eliminate aquatic biodiversity and pose a serious hazard to ecosystems, communities, species, and genetic  material. Mutations due to radiation and toxic chemicals would lead to                      disruption of gene pools, the report says. 

Meeting of local residents held by the company to address concerns about the mining. 

Local critics contend that the compensation  for Kwale residents who would be evacuated is  too little. Initially,                      Tiomin offered about $114 per acre, later upping that to $505. But  some residents and anti-project lobby                      groups still argue that  the payment is too low, based merely on the value of the soil and existing development, not the rich deposits beneath. 

"We shall not allow the mining to go on and we shall not budge in our demands that the sums to be paid out as compensation be renegotiated," says  Boniface Mbevi, a prominent local farmer. 

The opposition NARC party has made political capital over the manner in  which the government has handled the issue of compensation for displaced residents, and threatens not to recognize any agreements if it wins power. 

"Tiomin has all along preferred to deal with government officials behind the  scenes, ignoring stakeholders in the areas where deposits were found," says   Raila Odinga of the NARC party and former minister for energy. 

Odinga alleges that senior government officers have a stake in Tiomin Kenya Ltd., although the parent company, Tiomin Resources Inc. has denied the allegations. 

The other bone of contention is the value of the deposits. Tiomin says the deposits are valued at about US$132 million. But Suleiman Kamolle, the outgoing Member of Parliament for Matuga constituency in Kwale district,                     says the true value may be astronomically higher. A former banker, Kamolle says he has obtained some data from French and German geologists and statisticians. 

"The US$132 million being put as value of the titanium sand mineral deposits by the Canadian firm is a negligible amount," he says. "We have gathered enough evidence from the earmarked 200 square kilometer area disproving that figure and have found out that the real value of the deposits is a  staggering $11 billion." 

Sands rich in titanium and other minerals are explored in this 1997 pilot project (Photo courtesy Tiomin Resources)

Kenya still has an archaic Mining Act that  was used during the colonial period and stipulates that mining

companies pay five percent of the value of  minerals to the  government. 

"If it were in a developed country, Tiomin would be talking about a third of the value of the mineral deposits," says Haroun Ndubi of Kituo cha Sheria, a  local nongovernmental organization specialising in litigation. 

"The Act works to Tiomin's advantage. Paying the nominal percentage will be a small price compared to the huge profits the company will reap," Ndubi said.

When Kwale residents moved to the high court to stop the project, most plaintiffs pulled out after government officials threatened that they too could be sued. 

Environmentalists warn the titanium mining will contaminate ground water  bodies, increase competition for water resources, and degrade water quality. They also say that the mining might lead to gaseous emissions of sulphur dioxide from the combustion of heavy oils and use of sulfuric acid. 

More damage to the environment is expected due to the open-cast, strip mining, method to be used, which involves clearing all vegetation, stripping and stockpiling the topsoil so as to expose the sands, rich with minerals. 

Map shows the Kwale District of Kenya on Africa's east coast. (Photo  courtesy Tiomin Resources)

Tiomin has also been at  loggerheads with the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) over its  intention to build a ship                                                     loading facility that will include a 200 meter (long jetty and  storage facility. The KWS says  that will have a negative impact on marine life. 

Although the Moi government  says that the project will benefit residents of Kwale by  creating about 200 direct and  300 indirect jobs, no  technology transfer is expected in Kwale, since the final  processing will be done in                                                     Canada. 

Tiomin president Jean-Charles Potvin has said the recent lifting of civil cases against the company by locals is, "a very important step in the future  development of this important project for Kenya." 

Today in Toronto, Tiomin Resources Inc. announced the issue 20 million  shares at 21 Canadian cents each to fund the Kwale titanium sands project  and repay a loan. 

On a "best-efforts" basis, Harris Partners will attmept to raise up to C$4.2  million (US$2.7 million) of equity capital for Tiomin through private   placements. 

But the fate of the project now lies in the General Election on December 27.  Whether the mining will take place depends on the way Kenyans vote. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 20 December 2002


Topical News Issues

Liberal celebrates Korean victory
Liberal reformer Roh Moo-hyun has won South Korea's presidential election after his conservative rival conceded defeat in a closely fought election.
With more than 90% of the votes counted, the latest results suggested Mr Roh, of the governing Millennium Democratic Party, beat Lee Hoi-chang by about 2.3 percentage points. 
Mr Roh, 56, was backed by a younger generation attracted by his policy of engaging with the Stalinist North Korea, while pro-US hardliner Mr Lee had the support of the older generation. 
The vote took place amid growing anti-US sentiment, sparked by the acquittal of two US soldiers in the road deaths of two Korean teenage girls. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/2590885.stm 

'Himalayan glacial lakes likely to overflow' 

Dawn, Dec 19, 2002 (By A Reporter) - ISLAMABAD, Dec 18: The glacial lakes are swelling up in the Himalayan region so rapidly that they may overflow within five to ten years, threatening the lives of the people living in the valleys. 
This was stated in a paper, titled "Integrated flood management in upper Indus Basin", by Arjumand Hussain Wani, a renowned journalist from Indian held Kashmir. The paper was presented in his absence before the participants of a four-day regional media and policy workshop on "Fencing Floods in South Asia; Disaster Preparedness Through Risk Communication".
The workshop has been organized by Intermediate Technology Development Group, South Asia, Journalists Resource Centre, Rural Development Policy Institute and Duryung Nivaran, South Asia, at a local hotel. 
In his paper, Mr Wani said a recent study conducted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) had shown that the lakes being formed in the Himalayas and others mountain ranges because of global warming threatened the lives of tens of thousands of people.
http://www.dawn.com/2002/12/19/nat27.htm 

ECO Environment Ministers Issued Declaration on Regional Cooperation 
TEHRAN TIMES ECONOMIC DESK, Dec 17, 2002 - TEHRAN -- The draft of a final statement on regional environmental cooperation, approved by senior economic experts of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), was issued here Sunday at the end of the first ECO Environment Ministers Conference. 
Iran's Vice-President and Head of the Department of the Environment (DOE) Ma'soumeh Ebtekar said that the declaration deals with cooperation in the fields of human, natural and wildlife species, marine environmental issues, bio-diversity as well as promotion and training of regional states on legal structures to promote environmental concerns. 

The ECO environment ministers stressed on the need to expand international cooperation and the means to implement it, Ebtekar said, and termed cooperation on human environment as "very important".
…The meeting, sponsored and hosted by Iran, aimed at tackling environmental issues facing ECO member states. 
Representatives from the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Islamic Development Bank and the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) were among other participants in this environmental meeting.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=12/17/02&Cat=9&Num=8



Cabinet divided on threat to resort - Environment chief doubts risk is over
Bangkok Post, Dec 20, 2002 – (Jerdsak Saenthongcharoen, Ranjana Wangvipula) - 
Cabinet members are at odds about the oil spill on the east coast with one saying it has been contained while another says it still threatens Pattaya beach resort.
Pichet Sathirachawal, deputy transport minister, said the oil slick had been brought under control, and the clean-up would be completed in a few days.
However, Praphat Panyachartrak, the environment minister, said the oil still posed a threat. A large patch of oil was sitting just six kilometres off Pattaya beach, amid unpredictable wind shifts.
``The number of booms used to hinder the oil may be insufficient,'' he said.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/20Dec2002_news10.html
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE - 19 December 2002

EU agonises on fish quotas to save cod and jobs

Reuters, 19 December 2002 - BRUSSELS - European fisheries ministers look set for many hours of tough talking this week to agree a way to save several species of fish, mainly cod, from extinction without driving thousands of fishermen into bankruptcy. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19130/story.htm
EU passes electrical recycling law, prices to rise 

Reuters, 19 December 2002 -  STRASBOURG- Europe's consumers face higher prices for electrical goods after the European Parliament passed a major new recycling law on Wednesday, household appliance makers said. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19124/story.htm
Germany approves second offshore wind project

Reuters, 19 December 2002 – FRANKFURT - German maritime planning authority BSH on Wednesday said it had approved a second North Sea wind farm, Butendieck, in a further move to boost the offshore wind energy sector. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19129/story.htm
Spain has spent 200 mln euros on oil spill so far

Reuters, 19 December 2002 - MADRID - Spain has spent 200 million euros ($206 million) so far on offsetting the damage from the huge oil spill washing over its northwest coast, a cabinet minister said on Wednesday. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19139/story.htm
UK energy paper to plan ahead half a century

Reuters, 19 December 2002 - LONDON - British Trade and Industry Secretary Patricia Hewitt said on Wednesday that a government paper on restructuring the energy sector to be published in the New Year will set out plans for the sector for half a century. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19127/story.htm

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.  Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, who was

     scheduled to join us today, realized he was in a losing battle with your interests in Iraq.  So he will reschedule his

     appearance for perhaps some time later in January.  He intends to return to Africa in January, and maybe when he

     comes back from that trip he’ll come in to brief you. 

           **Today in the Security Council

           The Security Council today, of course, is conducting informal consultations on Iraq with briefings by Hans Blix,

     Executive Chairman of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and

     Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

           The Secretary-General is in those consultations.  He will probably be leaving them any second now because

     he has an appointment at 12 p.m.  We do expect Dr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei will talk to reporters after the

     consultations end.

           Then this afternoon, the Council will receive a briefing in an open meeting by Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby of

     Norway on the Security Council’s mission to Kosovo and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Belgrade, which he led. 

     That will be following consultations at 3 p.m. on that subject.

           **Cyprus

           Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council was briefed by the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Cyprus,

     Alvaro de Soto.  In a statement to the press afterwards, the President of the Council said the Council felt that revised

     proposals put forward to the two sides on December 10 offered a unique opportunity to reach a settlement in the

     coming weeks.

           While regretting that the Turkish Cypriot leadership had not responded in timely fashion to the

     Secretary-General’s initiative, the Council welcomed the willingness of both sides to continue the negotiations in the

     period ahead.

           Mr. De Soto also spoke to the press after briefing the Council.  He told journalists that the Secretary-General

     had written to the two leaders, his Excellency Glafcos Clerides and his Excellency Rauf Denktash and, as well as the

     leaders of Greece and Turkey, setting out the road ahead as he sees it, and the work that needs to be done. 

           **Security Council Update

           In addition to discussing Cyprus, yesterday afternoon the Security Council also discussed the situation in

     Guinea-Bissau and the Democratic Republic of the Congo during closed consultations. 

           After receiving a briefing from the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative in Guinea-Bissau, the Council

     issued a press statement in which the members expressed their concern at the constitutional impasse and the

     increasing political instability in the country and stressed the need to organize early elections.

           Council members also received a briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Tuliemeni

     Kalomoh, on the recent agreement on political transition in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           Following the meeting, the Council President told the press that members welcomed the agreement.  They

     called upon the Congolese parties to ratify it as soon as possible within the framework of the inter-Congolese dialogue.

           **Afghanistan

           In Afghanistan yesterday at 2:45 p.m. local time, unknown, armed men hijacked a vehicle belonging to the

     United Nations Mine Action Centre (MACA).  At the time, the convoy -- two Mine Action and one United Nations High

     Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) vehicles -- was on its way from Kabul to Kandahar.

           After passing Ghazni, some armed men on the side of the road tried to stop the convoy.  Two vehicles

     continued, and the men fired shots in the air and stopped the third vehicle.  The armed men took the vehicle and drove

     it some distance before leaving the four staff members riding inside along the side of the road unharmed.  The hijackers

     then drove the vehicle towards the Pakistani border.

           The Ghazni Police Department has launched an investigation, and so far there is no indication whether the

     attack was criminally or politically motivated.

           **Conference on Justice in Afghanistan Opens Today

           The Conference on Justice in Afghanistan opened today in Rome, Italy.  The Afghan President Hamid Karzai,

     the country’s top judicial officials, as well as the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Afghanistan,

     Lakhdar Brahimi, attended.

           In his address to the conference, Brahimi underscored the vital role that the judicial system has in Afghan

     society.  He said, “The security of Afghanistan will require that the judicial police extend the rule of law to areas which

     are now controlled by the rule of the gun”.  He added, “True security will mean that every Afghan, man and woman,

     must feel that the law is a refuge which is there to protect against the arbitrary rule of the strong”.  The Conference will

     last two days and will end tomorrow.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The latest United Nations humanitarian update on Côte d’Ivoire says people are continuing to flee the fighting

     in that country and that all activities to control the AIDS epidemic in rebel-held territories are blocked.

           The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) notes that estimates based on countries that

     have experienced similar population movements and displacement, indicate that the risk of HIV infection is five times

     greater during such crisis periods due to erratic sexual behaviour, sexual violence and prostitution.  The note goes on

     to say that this means that the current crisis could cause the HIV infection rate in Côte d’Ivoire to increase from the

     current estimation of 10 per cent of the adult population to over 30 per cent in the next year.

           Assistant High Commissioner for Refugees, Kamei Morjane, has been in the region to tackle the refugee

     dimensions of the Côte d’Ivoire crisis.

           **Urgent Food Aid Needed to Save Millions in Angola, WFP Warns

           The World Food Programme (WFP) warned that its ability to provide urgent food aid to a skyrocketing number

     of people in Angola will be seriously hampered unless new donations are received soon.

           WFP conducted a study over the last few months that revealed that between 2.1 and 2.4 million Angolans

     may need food aid until the next harvest in April and May of next year.  This is up from the 1.5 million beneficiaries

     projected in the appeal launched last October.

           WFP has so far only received one third of the $241 million it is seeking through the appeal and says the food

     stocks are dwindling, just as the number of people needing aid is growing.  If new donations are not pledged soon,

     WFP says its stocks of maize will run out by March -- putting nearly 2 million people at risk of starvation.  WFP is

     facing funding shortfalls throughout Africa, where 38 million people are at risk of starvation.  There are more details in a

     press release.

           **Global Fund Monies for Haiti

           The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) announced today that Haiti is to receive $66.9 million

     over the next five years from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

           The money will provide anti-retroviral therapy for a pioneering project for more than 1,200 people living with

     HIV/AIDS.  The new approach involves members of the wider community, who will help ensure the treatment regime is

     followed.  The project will also launch an awareness and prevention campaign and will distribute 15 million condoms. 

     More than 30,000 Haitians died of the disease last year and about six per cent of those aged 15 to 49 are living with

     the disease.

           **International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia

           Available upstairs is a press release from the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, which

     welcomes yesterday’s Security Council

     Presidential Statement that stressed the importance the Council attaches to the full cooperation by all States,

     particularly those directly concerned, with the work of the International Tribunals.

           The Tribunal’s registrar also announced the formal recognition of an Association of Defence Counsel for the

     Tribunal, in another press release we have upstairs.

           **Prevlaka

           The outgoing chief military observer of the United Nations Mission of Observers in Prevlaka (UNMOP), is here

     and available for interviews today and possibly tomorrow.  He is Colonel Rudolfo Sergio Mujica of Argentina.

           Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia signed a protocol on

     10 December over the disputed peninsula, ending 10 years of the United Nations peacekeeping presence there.

           **UNCA

           Lastly today, some good news from the United Nations Correspondents Association (UNCA):  They’re gonna

     throw a party today.  You’re all invited.  It’ll be from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on the third floor in the UNCA lounge.  All UNCA

     Members and friends are invited.

           That’s all I have for you.

           Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly

           Good afternoon.

           Today the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) resumes its substantive session of the year taking action

     on draft resolutions on organizational matters, on non-governmental organizations, on the statistical commission and

     on public administration and development.  The Council will then hear a briefing by Ambassador Dumisani Kumalo of

     South Africa on the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Guinea-Bissau.

           The next General Assembly plenary meeting is scheduled for tomorrow, Friday.  In the morning the plenary

     will consider reports of the Second Committee (Economic and Financial) on a broad range of economic and

     sustainable development issues, and also the reports of the Fifth Committee (Financial and Budgetary), including

     pattern of conferences, financing of the International Tribunals and the programme budget for 2002-2003. 

           In the afternoon, the plenary will take decision on remaining issues including appointments to fill vacancies;

     the Decade to Roll Back Malaria; final review of the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa

     (UNNADAF); cooperation between the United Nations and other organizations and follow up on HIV/AIDS.  The final

     decision of this session will be on the Secretary-General’s report on United Nations Reform entitled:  “An Agenda for

     Further Change”.  The General Assembly President is then expected to adjourn the session.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Declaration leaves many questions unanswered, UN experts tell Security Council 

*
Security Council decides to hold further talks on arms dossier in early January

*
UN experts inspect suspected missile, chemical, biological and nuclear arms sites 

Other news

*
‘Notable progress’ in Kosovo but more needs to be done, Security Council told

*
Afghanistan: no staff hurt as UN vehicle hijacked by unknown attackers

*
Population displacement, humanitarian crisis continues in Côte d’Ivoire, UN reports

*
Number of Angolans needing food aid in 2003 double previous estimates, UN says

*
Haiti to receive $66.9 million from global fund to fight AIDS – UN agency

*
UN environment agency welcomes Canada’s ratification of Kyoto Protocol

*
Amid uncertainty, Asia-Pacific region to sustain growth in 2003 – UN commission 

* * * *
Iraq

19 December – Offering an initial assessment of the declaration by Iraq on its weapons programme, lead United Nations weapons inspectors told the Security Council today that the text leaves many questions unanswered.

Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), told reporters after his closed-door briefing to the Council that there was “relatively little” evidence given in the declaration on Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction programmes since the provision of some material concerning the period between 1998 and 2002, when there were no UN inspections. Analysis of the document is continuing, he added.

Mohamed ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), agreed that further work would be needed, including on the ground, to assess Iraq’s declaration. He emphasized that so far, Baghdad has been supporting the work of the inspectors. “We are making good progress in having access to sites – Iraq is cooperating well in terms of process,” he said, adding, “We still need much more cooperation from Iraq in terms of substance, in terms of coming up with evidence to exonerate themselves that they are clean from weapons of mass destruction.”

“If they come with additional information, then our task will be much shorter, much easier, our conclusion will be much more credible,” Mr. ElBaradei said, reporting a sense among Council members that “Iraq needs to come with additional information.”

Asked about gaps in the declaration, Mr. Blix said, “there were a lot of open questions at the end of 1998…and these have not been answered by evidence in the new declaration.” The absence of that evidence means “one cannot have confidence that there do not remain weapons of mass destruction.”

To a question on specific outstanding issues, he said, “it’s a long catalogue.”

Offering one example, Mr. ElBaradei said Iraq had reportedly made efforts to procure aluminium tubes. “There is nothing in this [declaration] to give us details about this,” he said. “We need more details on it.”

Mr. Blix said there were also open questions regarding anthrax. “Iraq declared earlier that they had produced about 8,500 litres of anthrax, and there was not sufficient evidence to demonstrate that it was limited to 8,500, so we must ask ourselves was there more?” he said.

UNMOVIC’s predecessor, the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM), had calculated that Baghdad had the capacity to produce about 24,000 litres. Iraq had declared that it destroyed its stockpile, Mr. Blix added, and while there was evidence that some had been destroyed, “there was not sufficient evidence to show that all was destroyed, hence there is the question: is there still some anthrax in Iraq?”

“An opportunity was missed in the declaration to give a lot of evidence,” said Mr. Blix. “They can still provide it, and I hope they will provide it to us orally, but it would have been better if it had been in the declaration.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

19 December – After hearing an initial assessment by United Nations experts on Iraq’s declaration of its weapons programme, members of the Security Council today decided to hold further meetings on the issue, the President of the 15-nation body said.

In a brief statement to the press following the closed-door meeting, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia said the Council would hold another meeting in early January after all members “finish their own analytical work of the Iraqi declaration.” He also voiced the intention of Council members to hear “more regular briefings” from UN experts.

During the consultations, the Council heard from Hans Blix, the head of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), who indicated that Iraq’s declaration has failed to provide an adequate account of Baghdad’s nuclear, chemical and biological arms programmes.

Also speaking to reporters after the meeting, Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom said there was “no doubt” that the text contained omissions, and emphasized that Iraq must offer 100 per cent cooperation in order to satisfy the Security Council. Pledging that London would offer the inspectors information and support, he said, “we want them now to get down to hard questioning and robust inspections with 100 per cent Iraqi cooperation.”

Syrian Ambassador Mikhail Wehbe said he had attended the closed-door meeting without participating because the 10 non-permanent members of the Security Council had not received the full text of the declaration and so could not evaluate it. He stressed that Baghdad had fully cooperated with the UN weapons inspectors and had submitted its declaration on time, although Syria could not evaluate the substance of that text or be party to conclusions about it.

The Ambassador of the United States, John D. Negroponte, said Washington was “deeply disappointed that Iraq has again defied the Council’s demand and chosen deception and concealment over full disclosure.” The declaration “clearly shows that Iraq has spurned its last opportunity to comply with its disarmament obligations,” he said, citing “material omissions that in our view constitute another material breach.” The onus, he said, is on Iraq “to prove that there is some other explanation besides the obvious one: that this declaration is just one more act of deception in a history of lies from a defiant dictator.” The US, he added, would continue to analyze the text while supporting the UN weapons inspection process.

Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France said the text “provides only few new elements” and voiced doubts about consistency. “The declaration has not clearly answered and resolved outstanding questions,” he said. “It doesn’t lift the doubts about the possible continuation by Iraq of prohibited activities since December 1998 when inspectors left the country.” The remaining “question marks” confirmed the need to go forward with the inspections process, he added. “It is precisely with a view to address and lift these uncertainties that the inspection mechanism has been established.” Only through UNMOVIC and the IAEA would the international community be able to verify Iraq’s activities.

Russian Ambassador Sergey Lavrov said it was not for individual Council members to judge the text; it was up to the Council as a whole, based on reports from UNMOVIC and the IAEA. The briefing today by those agencies was “a very preliminary assessment,” he said. “We agreed to listen to them again sometime in the first 10 days of January and we will be waiting for their report.” While there were many allegations that Iraq was continuing its efforts to develop weapons of mass destruction, no evidence had been provided. “We want this to be verified by professionals – by UNMOVIC and IAEA,” he said.

* * *

Iraq: weapons inspections


19 December – Continuing an intensified pace of work, United Nations inspectors in Iraq today continued to probe sites suspected of being involved in the country’s efforts to procure long-range missiles as well as chemical, biological and nuclear arms.


A team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) went to the Ibn Firnas State Company, which is owned by the Military Industrialization Corporation and conducts work on aircraft and remotely piloted vehicles for the armed forces.  Another set of missile experts inspected the site of the Al-Harith Missile Maintenance Workshop, which services various missile systems. 

In addition, an UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team inspected a guesthouse in the Al Rashidiya region. “The team entered the site, following a 20-minute discussion on procedural matters at the gate,” UN spokesman Hiro Ueki said in Baghdad. “The team leader, accompanied by an UNMOVIC interpreter and an Iraqi official, entered two buildings at the site and completed the inspection.”

An UNMOVIC chemical team made their second visit to Falluja III, which is part of the Al Tariq Company. “The team inspected the site to establish the current status of the site and its activity,” Mr. Ueki said.

Biological warfare experts from UNMOVIC inspected facilities at the Ibn Al-Baetar Centre at Al Taji, a previously declared and inspected site. They inspected the Veterinary Drug Research Production Centre, the Chemical Production and Analysis facility, and the Biological Research and Development Department.

Meanwhile, over the past three days, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) sent a team of inspectors to the Mosul area, where multiple inspections were carried out. “One team concentrated on underground facilities, inspecting two projects associated with electricity generation and irrigation,” Mr. Ueki said.

Inspections were also carried out at former nuclear facilities near Mosul, the Jaber bin Hayam site that produces chemical protection equipment for the military and some civilian products, and the Al Kindi State Company, which is associated with missile and rocket development.  

An IAEA team which stayed behind in Baghdad inspected Nahrawan and the Mamoun factory of the Rasheed State Company. “Nahrawan is a conventional metals machining plant,” Mr. Ueki explained. “Mamoun produces propellant for solid fuel missiles and was associated with the previous Iraqi nuclear programme.”

* * *

Kosovo

19 December – A Security Council delegation has found “notable progress” in Kosovo but much work remains to be done in several areas, including the rule of law and the return of minority communities, according to a report released today at United Nations Headquarters in New York.

The report of the Council delegation that visited Kosovo and Belgrade, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia from 14 to 17 December notes that the elections for the Kosovo Assembly in 2001 and the municipal ballot earlier this year led to the formation of the provisional institutions of self-government. Among the other achievements recognized by the team are the improvement in the rule of law, the high number of minority returnees, and progress in preparation for the privatization of the local economy.

Nevertheless, the report points out that the progress achieved so far in Kosovo has been driven to a large extent by the international community. The delegation “has the firm impression that local ownership and commitment to these processes has been less than could have been expected,” it says, stressing the importance of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) in making further efforts to involve the local institutions and political leaders in the practical formulation and implementation of political goals and strategies.

The Council team also underlines the importance of viewing developments in Kosovo in a regional perspective. “Events in [the province] have an impact on the surrounding region and vice versa,” the report says. “This is linked not only to political issues but also to security, law and order and economic development.”

In an open briefing this afternoon to the 15-nation body, the head of the Council delegation, Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby of Norway, said that the formulation of benchmarks by UNMIK for the realization of standards is a constructive approach to the further development of Kosovo towards a democratic, multi-ethnic society.

“The [Council] Mission hopes that the benchmarks can be worked out with local authorities in Kosovo in order to build local ‘ownership’ of them,” he said. “The Mission holds the view that ‘standards before status’ is the only viable way forward.”

* * *

Afghanistan


19 December – A United Nations vehicle has been hijacked by unknown armed men in Afghanistan, a spokesman for the world body reported today.


David Singh said no staff were hurt in yesterday’s attack on a vehicle belonging to the UN Mine Action Centre en route from Kabul to Kandahar. 

The vehicle was the third in a UN convoy, and the first to stop when shots were fired by gunmen on the side of the road. “The armed men took the vehicle and drove it some distance before leaving the four staff members in the vehicle on the side of the road unharmed,” Mr. Singh said. “The hijackers then drove the vehicle towards the Pakistani border.”

The staff in the other two vehicles which were part of the convoy notified nearby police, who soon arrived at the scene. “The authorities are investigating the incident and until tangible evidence surfaces we cannot say whether one factor or another contributed,” Mr. Singh said.

In another development, a two-day conference on justice in Afghanistan opened today in Rome. Addressing the gathering, the senior UN envoy to the country, Lakhdar Brahimi underscored the vital role the judicial system has in Afghan society. He stressed that the rule of law must be extended to areas now controlled by “the rule of gun,” adding that true security will come when every Afghan feels that the law is a refuge there to protect against the arbitrary rule of the strong.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

19 December – The movement of thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Côte d’Ivoire is continuing and increasing in scope, according to an update from the United Nations released today in New York.

Fighting in the west of the country has driven “many thousands” of IDPs from the Danané and Man regions towards Guiglo, one of the last safe havens in western Côte d’Ivoire, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The agency estimated that the camp population of Guiglo is between 5,000 and 6,000, up from about 4,000 since the beginning of the outbreak of violence in late November.

“Access to the western part of the country remains fairly unpredictable and nearly impossible due to rebel presence and sporadic fighting,” the update warned. “This lack of access is making it increasingly difficult to get aid to the affected populations and help relocate trapped refugees and other IDPs.”

Since the beginning of the crisis on 19 September, escalating clashes between government and rebel forces have caused some 100,000 people to flee the country and have slowed economic trade in what is already one of the world’s poorest areas. Of particular concern is the plight of the Liberian refugees in the west who are viewed by some groups as a party to the conflict.

An estimated 44,000 people have crossed into Liberia since the fighting spread to the west two weeks ago. The majority – some 29,000 – are Liberians returning home, while the remaining 15,000 are Ivorians seeking refuge in the conflict-torn neighbouring country. Ten thousand refugees have fled to Mali, 35,000 to Burkina Faso and almost 1,600 to Guinea. Côte d’Ivoire had sheltered 70,000 Liberian and 3,000 Sierra Leonean refugees for years.

In other developments, the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) announced “all efforts to control the AIDS epidemic in rebel-held territories, including prevention, medical and psychological initiatives are currently blocked.” The agency also warned that due to the crisis, HIV infection rates in Côte d’Ivoire could rise from the current estimated 10 per cent of the population to as high as 30 per cent in the next year alone.

* * *

Angola

19 December – Up to 2.4 million Angolans will need immediate food aid prior to the next harvest in April and May 2003, nearly double the number previously estimated, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said today.

The UN agency warned that its efforts to provide urgent food aid to skyrocketing numbers of people in Angola will be “seriously crippled” unless donations are received immediately from the international community.

Francisco Roque Castro, WFP Country Director in Angola, is scheduled to meet today with representatives of the main donor countries in Luanda to brief them on the agency’s activities in 2002. He will also present WFP’s prognosis for 2003 and call for urgent support, particularly for the Central Highlands region, where more than half of the country’s vulnerable population is concentrated. “We believe that a special integrated humanitarian effort to eradicate hunger and suffering is of key importance for this region,” he said.

Earlier this year, Angola recorded a drop in the percentage of people suffering from life-threatening shortfalls of food and medicine, but since the end of hostilities between the Government and National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) and the influx of more than 700,000 internally displaced people, malnutrition levels have reportedly increased.

* * * 

Haiti

19 December – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) today announced that Haiti is to receive $66.9 million over the next five years for anti-retroviral therapy for more than 1,200 people living with AIDS.

The monies will be disbursed from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and will include an awareness and prevention campaign and the distribution of some 15 million condoms.

Haiti has the worst HIV/AIDS infection rates in the Western Hemisphere, according to UNDP. More than 30,000 Haitians died of AIDS and related ailments last year and approximately six percent of Haiti’s 15 to 49-year-old population are currently infected.

“The programme will help overcome many barriers to treatments, widen HIV testing, promote prevention and ultimately help reverse social conditions that facilitate the spread of HIV/AIDS,” said Mildred Aristide, Haiti’s First Lady and chairperson of the country’s coordinating mechanism for the Fund.

The Global Fund, a partnership among government, civil society, the private sector and international agencies, was established in 2001 to mobilize public and private resources against three of the world’s most lethal diseases in support of the UN Millennium Development Goals.

* * *

Kyoto Protocol

19 December – Canada’s decision to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, the five year-old agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, showed “courage and leadership” and recognized the overwhelming scientific and moral arguments for fighting climate change, the head of the United Nations environment agency said today.

“Global warming is the greatest environmental threat this planet faces,” said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the Environment Programme (UNEP). “The scientific evidence, that pollution from sources such as factories, power plants and vehicles is changing the world’s weather systems, is already with us. The moral arguments are equally compelling as it is the poorest of the poor, on continents like Africa, who stand to suffer most from an upsurge in extreme weather events such as floods and droughts.”

Canada’s move means that those developed countries that have so far ratified represent close to 44 per cent of the 1990 emissions of carbon dioxide, the principal greenhouse gas. In order for the Protocol to enter into force, 55 per cent of the developed world’s 1990 emissions must be covered. Russia, with over 17 per cent of the emissions, is crucial for the Protocol to become international law.

Mr. Toepfer said Canada’s ratification was even more impressive given that country’s high reliance on coal, gas and oil. “The fact that Canada believes it can achieve its reduction targets, despite being a big user and producer of fossil fuels, gives the clear signal to others that fighting global warming is not economic suicide,” he said. “It shows that reducing the risks of climate change are realistic and necessary which, if managed sensibly, can have important economic benefits in terms of the development of new technologies, jobs and financial markets.”

* * *

Asia-Pacific

19 December – The economies of Asian countries are expected to record good performances this year, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) said today, attributing the growth to domestic factors and the stimulus provided by intra-regional trade
“There is room for optimism amidst the current gloom,” ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su said in presenting the Commission’s Bulletin on Asia-Pacific Perspectives 2002/03, which was developed by a number of regional experts and deals with such issues as social protection, unemployment and good governance.

“The challenges facing ESCAP developing countries are to maintain the momentum of structural reform, commitment to trade liberalization, and take measures to enhance productivity and competitiveness,” said Mr. Kim. “They must also be alive to the looming danger of deflation.”

China and the Republic of Korea head the list of Asian countries forecast to have growing economies in 2002, with 7.6 per cent and 6.0 per cent increases, respectively. Meanwhile, Hong Kong’s economic output is predicted to more than double in 2003, to 3.9 per cent from 1.7 per cent this year.

According to the publication, prospects for 2003 indicate that growth will be sustained with some marginal improvement over 2002. “There are nevertheless some risks and challenges ahead,” said ESCAP expert Raj Kumar.

“In the short-term, prolonged military action in Iraq may lead to disruptions in the energy and financial markets; there is also the ever-present danger of major terrorist outrages within or outside the region,” said Mr. Kumar. “Also in the short-term, expect faltering momentum of growth in the United States and European Union – despite recent interest rate cuts – and the anaemic Japanese economy.”

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEPHead" ��ENN - UNEP Head Applauds Canada’s Decision to Join the International Fight against Global Warming�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Painting" ��Xinhua - Global painting contest on environment underway� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Risks" ��Reinsurance Magazine - EMERGING RISKS; WHAT NEXT?� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Investor" ��The Santa Fe New Mexican -  The conscious investor: beware corporate 'green washing' 
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