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U.N.: Fungus, global warming linked

Officials say soybean rust came to U.S. as a result of Hurricane Ivan

By Robert Pore

robert.pore@theindependent.com

	
			
	

	


Global warming could be responsible for the spread of Asian soybean rust in the United States.

According to United Nations officials, there's a link between a warmer climate and hurricane intensity. Agricultural experts report that the deadly soybean fungus that now has been reported in nine southern states came to the United States from South America as a result of Hurricane Ivan this summer.

The 2004 hurricane was one of the most costly for the insurance industry (an estimated $90 billion), according to business executive and United Nations officials.

"It is unquestioned; climate change is happening now," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program. "It is happening at an even higher speed than we expected before."

A recent study reported on in the scientific journal Nature found that the strength of hurricanes has been increasing, with the number of category 3 hurricanes increasing threefold since 1850.

The warming climate led the World Meterological Organization to recently announce that 2004 was the fourth-hottest year since scientists began keeping records in the mid-19th century.

According to meteorologists, the global surface temperature in 2004 was 0.44 degree Celsius above the average temperature over the past 30 years.

According to WMO, 15 tropical storms developed during the Atlantic hurricane season, well above the average of 10 storms per season.

This year, Nebraska farmers harvested a record 4.6-million-acre soybean crop.

"This will be an issue that will affect us next year," said University of Nebraska plant pathologist Loren Giesler. "While we don't know whether this will show up in Nebraska next year, based on what's predicted and what has happened with other rust problems, if it maintains itself over the winter in the southern United States, which we would suggest that it most likely will from what we know, then next year it will be an issue that we will deal with and it will spread."

Soybean rust is spread primarily by windborne spores capable of being transported over long distances.

Soybean rust can be a very destructive disease that has impacted crops around the world. In some parts of Africa and South America, the disease has caused yield losses as high as 80 percent. In 2003, Brazilian producers lost $1.3 billion to soybean rust.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Insurance Journal

Climate Change Convention Sounds Warnings on Weather and Claims

December 17, 2004 

The phrase "Climate Change" has taken its place in the world's lexicon alongside "discrimination," "colonialism," "nationalism," "iron curtain," "liberalism," and other buzz words that invariably cause a reaction.

The current Climate Change Convention, which winds up today, Dec. 17, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, is a case in point. While most of the world's leaders now recognize that the global climate is changing, even those in the U.S., there's wide divergence as to what the causes are, and what, if anything, can be done to halt it.

For the world's P/C insurers and reinsurers, however, the subject is much more than academic, as they will bear a goodly proportion of the losses caused by extreme weather. According to preliminary figures compiled by Munich Re insured losses for the first 10 months of 2004 were $35 billion, $26 billion in the U.S. alone. 2004 will be the most costly year ever for the industry.

According to a BBC report, Munich Re's climate expert, Thomas Loster, who presented the figures at the conference, stated: "As in 2002 and 2003, the overall balance of natural catastrophes is again clearly dominated by weather-related disasters, many of them exceptional and extreme." So far, there's no argument, but then Loster stated: "We need to stop this dangerous experiment humankind is conducting on the Earth's atmosphere." 

The idea that mankind in general, and the industrialized world in particular, is responsible for climate change, and that major alterations in energy production and use are needed to reverse the situation, is a subject of highly partisan debate. While many leading climatologists point fingers at the West, and particularly the U.S., to do something about climate change, such as signing the Kyoto protocol limiting greenhouse gas emissions, other experts point out that the world's climate has never been stable, and that forces beyond human control are mostly responsible. 

The United Nations, which isn't exactly the Bush Administration's favorite international forum, has chosen the side of environmental activism. The meeting in Buenos Aires, attended by ministers from 180 countries, marks the 10th anniversary of the entry into force of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which served as a central theme for the meeting. 

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Program, read remarks from UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, indicating that "with its nearly universal membership, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change has helped to place climate change firmly on local, national and international agendas." He also noted that it has "established the institutions and processes with which to address this quintessentially global challenge. As we mark the tenth anniversary of the Convention's entry into force, we can say with a sense of achievement that our 'child', so to speak, is growing up. But much more needs to be done as it comes of age, so that we can feel confident that the problem is being adequately addressed."

If the world is going to succeed in doing anything to ameliorate the problem, assuming that it can have some influence on it, it needs the participation of the world's biggest user of energy (and biggest polluter), the U.S. 

"Worrying signals continue to reach us about the impacts and risks of climate change," Toepfer continued with Annan's remarks. "The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) [a UN sponsored agency] has already showed us that the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events may increase. Its forthcoming assessment report will no doubt deepen the already compelling scientific case for urgent international action on both mitigation and adaptation."

The insurance industry is justifiably worried that the increasing frequency and severity of weather related events will ultimately prove more costly than it can bear. Loster pointed out that the overall costs of destruction from them in 2004 would exceed $95 billion, compared to an average of $70 billion over the last 10 years. If that figure continues to increase, as many experts predict it will, the industry's share of the losses will also rise, perhaps to a point where they are no longer sustainable.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Global Surf News

Environment:- Global Warming:

Weather Warnings Hang Over Tense Climate Talks

Surfersvillage Global Surf News, 15 December 2004: - - BUENOS AIRES, Argentina - Experts warned on Wednesday that the world is seeing some of its hottest weather and worst natural disaster damage as environment ministers tried to crack US resistance to joining international efforts against global warming.

The UN's World Meteorological Organization said in its annual report that 2004 would be the fourth-hottest since record-keeping began 150 years ago and global warming would continue with more extreme weather like hurricanes or droughts. Natural disasters will end up costing insurers a record $35 billion this year, after hurricanes lashed the Caribbean and southeastern United States and a record ten typhoons soaked Japan, the UN's Environment Program said.

The year 2004 is set to finish as the fourth-warmest since record-keeping began in 1861, fitting a pattern that has placed nine of the past 10 years among the warmest on record, the WMO said in its annual global climate report.

"It is, I believe, unquestioned that climate change is happening now and it is happening at an even higher speed than we expected before," program director Klaus Toepfer said. Overall destruction costs in 2004 will surge to $95 billion worldwide compared to an average of $70 billion a year during the last decade.

"It is expected from models that the air temperature will go on rising and the surface temperature will go on rising and the glaciers will go on melting," said WMO scientist Gilles Sommeria. "There is the likelihood of an increase in extreme events in the coming decade."

In the last century, the global surface temperature rose by over 0.6 degrees Celsius, with the rate of change since 1976 three times higher than for the past 100 years on the whole, the WMO said. Over the same period, the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere increased by 40 percent.

The alarm bells sounded came as environment ministers from 80 countries met on Wednesday for the final days of a UN conference on climate change.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

CLIMATE CHANGE:
U.S. Agrees to Continued International Dialogue
Marcela Valente* 

BUENOS AIRES, Dec 20 (Tierramérica) - The United States, world leader in emissions of ''greenhouse'' gases, will return to the table for international talks on climate change, a dialogue it abandoned three years ago. 

But the meeting will take place as a consultative seminar only, and will not pave the way for a new set of multilateral negotiations. 

The 10th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP-10) ended Saturday, a day later than scheduled, in Buenos Aires, with the approval of the Argentine initiative to hold a seminar of governmental experts in 2005 to ''exchange information'' about ways to fight global climate change. 

''Proceedings of the seminar will be made available by the secretariat to Parties for their consideration, bearing in mind that this seminar does not open any negotiations leading to new commitments,'' states the text that was approved after 13 days of deliberations amongst delegates from more than 180 countries and from observer organisations. 

''The United States has a very clear position,'' Raúl Estrada Oyuela, author of the proposal for the 2005 seminar, said as the conference came to an end. ''They don't believe in the Kyoto Protocol, but agreed to participate in an exercise of information exchange, and I think that is a positive step.'' 

In 2001, U.S. President George W. Bush withdrew his country's signature from the Kyoto Protocol, a 1997 treaty obligating the industrialised countries to curb their greenhouse gas emissions -- which are responsible for global warming -- to below their 1990 levels, during a period running from 2008 to 2012. 

The idea to hold an additional seminar, heartily supported by the European Union and most of the developing countries, originally called for two meetings during 2005, but the final resolution was limited to just one meeting, to take place in May, in Bonn, Germany. 

The proposal met with resistance from the United States and from some of the members of the Group of 77 (G77) developing nations, plus China, and in particular from India. 

Also voicing opposition was OPEC (Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries), which refused to speed up the discussion of a second period of emissions-curbing commitments to begin in 2012 -- when the Kyoto Protocol expires. 

India proposed including in the agreement a paragraph that would explicitly establish that the seminar would not lead to future commitments for developing countries to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. Developing countries are not subject to emissions abatement commitments under the Kyoto pact. 

The EU and Argentina considered the addition redundant, but India's proposal was backed by several developing countries and triggered a prolonged debate that lasted beyond the scheduled close of COP-10 -- Dec. 17 -- until an agreement was reached that satisfied all parties. 

The position of Washington and of the OPEC nations, particularly Saudi Arabia, came under fire in Buenos Aires from a group of environmental organisations that are part of the international Climate Action Network. 

The Network awarded its ''Fossil of the Day'' throughout the conference to the country that had contributed least to the process of curbing climate change. The ironic prize refers to the fact that fossil fuels are a leading source of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas. 

The final "Fossils" went to the United States and Saudi Arabia. Climate Action Network's website states: ''The Bush Administration and Saudi Arabia have worked hand in hand over the last two weeks to undermine any progress to curb global warming.'' 

The activists said the U.S. and Saudi position was ''immoral'', because it blocked poor countries from getting much needed support for adaptation to climate change. Washington and Riyadh argued that the eventual decline in fossil fuel purchases would hurt the economies of the petroleum exporting countries. 

That stance prevented the G77 from bringing a unified position before the industrialised countries to obtain a bigger increase in financial resources for adaptation. 

COP-10 ended with the adoption of the ''Buenos Aires Programme of Work on Adaptation and Response Measures'', a long list of actions to help developing countries prepare themselves for confronting climate changes -- but not enough funding was pledged to ensure implementation. 

As the conference began on Dec. 6, the EU announced its pledge to increase annual adaptation funding from 100 million to 420 million dollars, but at the close of the meeting there were no new commitments. Nor was there progress towards the creation of a special fund for adaptation efforts in what the United Nations has designated as ''least developed countries''. 

The pledged funding is ''very inadequate,'' Jennifer Morgan, of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), told Tierramérica. She said there are countries that have already suffered the severe impacts of flooding, drought and hurricanes with losses costing much more than the EU's proposed 420 million dollars. 

Natural disasters -- which experts agree may have been intensified by climate change -- cost the international insurance industry more than 35 billion dollars in 2004, twice the sum for 2003, according to figures from insurance company Munich Re, distributed during COP-10 by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

''Industrialised countries, the leading greenhouse gas producers, bear the greatest responsibility in mitigating climate change and also in transferring resources and technologies to developing countries'' so that they can adapt to it, Ricardo Sánchez, UNEP director for Latin America and the Caribbean, said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

Hurricane Mitch caused 8.5 million dollars in damages in Central America, Belize lost 75 percent of its forests due to a plague of southern pine beetles, and glaciers are melting in the Andes Mountains -- these are just some of the phenomena the region has faced in recent years that are related to climate change, according to UNEP. 

Latin America and the Caribbean ''have a high degree of vulnerability. If we have to dedicate the limited resources of our countries to deal with these impacts (of climate change), it will be very difficult to achieve sustainable development,'' Sánchez said. 

(* Marcela Valente is an IPS correspondent. Originally published by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) (END/2004)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Delawareonline

Local product put to test in iraq

Newark company to provide kits for quick reading of pollution in troubled country

By RICHARD SINE / The News Journal

12/16/2004

A team of Iraqi scientists will use test kits from a Newark company as they begin to assess the environmental damage to their country arising from years of war and misrule.

Strategic Diagnostics Inc. will provide soil and water testing kits to the United Nations Environment Program, which is funding the pilot testing program. Company scientist Jason Ambrosius is in Switzerland this week training a dozen scientists and U.N. staff in use of its hand-held tests.

"These tests are designed to be quick and easy to use in the field," Ambrosius said. "You don't need a lab."

For Strategic Diagnostics, which has suffered from declining revenues and stock value, the U.N. contract could be a high-profile way to promote global use of its hand-held tests.

The U.N. estimates that there are more than 300 contaminated sites in Iraq. Some of the damage was caused by Saddam's neglect; some was caused by looting and the ravages of war.

The scientists will test five high-priority sites, the U.N. officials say. They include a sulphur mine where fires have caused pollution over several miles, a refinery near Baghdad where about 5,000 tons of hazardous chemicals leaked after post-war looting and an oil pipeline that has been attacked repeatedly.

Strategic Diagnostics' tests will sniff out a variety of chemicals that can cause liver, kidney or brain damage either immediately or over a period of years, said Richard Quashne, a product manager for the company.

Conventional lab-based testing requires a full day to yield results, Quashne said. Hand-held tests, by comparison, return results on the field within minutes. As a result, more tests can be administered in a given area, and contamination can be more precisely located.

Hand-held tests have another advantage that could be helpful in Iraq, Quashne said: Because they're fast, they allow testers to get in and out of a dangerous area quickly.

If the pilot project is successful, Quashne said Strategic Diagnostics would aim for future contracts for environmental testing in Iraq.

In a recent interview with the Washington Times, U.N. Environment Program official Pekka Haavisto said cleanups of seriously contaminated sites typically take three to five years.

Strategic Diagnostics chief executive Matthew Knight said the U.N. contract order, while relatively small at $100,000, would get his company noticed by the developing countries where the United Nations works.

"As the developing world becomes more aware of environmental issues, part of our business plan is to expand there globally," Knight said.

As developing countries aim for international respect, they're paying more attention to environmental issues, Knight said. For example, Eastern European countries are coming under pressure to reduce industrial pollution as they join the European Union.

Even in the United States, Knight said, many engineers and regulators are not aware of the existence of the hand-held tests. "We have to reach the tipping point for this company," he said.

Jay Lehr, an Illinois-based hydrologist who published a textbook on environmental testing instruments this fall, called Strategic Diagnostics' test an "efficient and productive assessment."

Hand-held tests have become much more sensitive in recent years, Lehr said. While the hand-held tests are not quite as accurate as lab tests, they are accurate enough for some tasks, he said.

Strategic Diagnostics' revenues decreased 10 percent in the first nine months of 2004 and profits were stagnant. The stock has slid nearly 28 percent in the past 12 months.

The company blamed a slowdown in its water quality test kit sales in part on cuts in federal environmental spending.

Knight said the company was focusing on its most profitable tests and revamping its marketing efforts.

Knight said that Dec. 3 remarks by outgoing Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson about the possibility of foodborne terrorism could spur demand from food manufacturers for the company's water and food safety kits.

When Thompson resigned Dec. 3, he said in a press conference, "For the life of me, I cannot understand why the terrorists have not attacked our food supply because it is so easy to do."

Knight said manufacturers should pay particular attention to their water supply, as water is such a large ingredient in many food products. "Food manufacturers have to realize that water is a raw material. Depending on local water supplies is not smart or good enough. They are vulnerable."

____________________________________________________________________________________________
NY Arts Magazine

Enchanted Forests of the 21st Century

By Molly Kleiman

    Agnes Denes, Forest For Australia, plans and projections. Image courtesy of Agnes Denes.

With their dark corners, swampy valleys and dense thickets, forests harbor unknown, intricate, even invisible ecosystems. Not to mention innumerable sprites, portholes, and imagined cities. These life- and imagination-sustaining spaces are quickly diminishing to make way for cash crops and office paper. Do we write another song about "paving paradise"? Chain ourselves to the corner Oak tree? Below, three artists describe their forest creations–a geometrically configured Tree Mountain that will evolve over four centuries; a digital forest planted in the center of and stimulated by urban activity; a copse of anthropomorphic trees. -- Molly Kleiman

Agnes Denes:

Planting a Forest

What Does it Mean?

What does it mean to plant a forest as a work of art? Well, many things. For one, it means taking art out of the museum or gallery and changing its preciousness and collectibility but not its beauty or meaning. It means creating something borderless and timeless, even though the works use four, very clearly defined dimensions. Planting a forest means opening up the earth to receive the seeds or seedlings, just like the canvas is prepared, gessoed and the ground sketch applied. There is no border here, no edge of the canvas, and thus no restrictions. The forest is patterned but spills over its boundaries in time as in space and concept. It means reestablishing disturbed and destroyed land, by creating roots to hold eroding land, healthy trees to keep global warming down, photo synthesis up, ground water clean. There are millions of things trees do besides grow and become aesthetics…

We must unite the state of the art processes of the mind let them blend with nature. Don’t be afraid, to integrate won’t disturb either. The hybrid will be a new state of existence, a new form of art. That it is also a gift to the future is added attraction, that it promotes land reclamation may be a plus, but first of all it is art. The human intellect blending with the majesty of nature is art.

Tree Mountain

A huge manmade mountain measuring 420 meters long, 270 meters wide, 28 meters high and elliptical in shape was planted with eleven thousand trees by eleven thousand people from all over the world at the Pinziö gravel pits near Ylöjärvi, Finland, as part of a massive earthwork and land reclamation project. The project was officially announced by the Finnish government at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro on Earth Environment Day, June 5, l992, as Finland’s contribution to help alleviate the world’s ecological stress. Sponsored by the United Nations Environment Program and the Finnish Ministry of the Environment, Tree Mountain is protected land to be maintained for four centuries, eventually creating a virgin forest. The trees are planted in an intricate mathematical pattern derived from a combination of the golden section and the pineapple/sunflower system designed by the artist. Even though infinitely more complex, it is reminiscent of ancient earth patterns.

Tree Mountain is the largest monument on earth that is international in scope, unparalleled in duration, and not dedicated to the human ego, but to benefit future generations with a meaningful legacy. People who planted the trees received certificates acknowledging them as custodians of the trees. The certificate is an inheritable document valid for twenty or more generations in the future. The project is innovative nationally and worldwide–the first such undertaking in human history.

Miguel Chevalier:

Digital Gardens

I have projected Sur-Nature–an interactive virtual reality installation–in 1.60-meter high sections on both sides of a 20-meter long passage in an Oslo Subway station (through December 2005). The concept for Sur-Nature is to transform the subway passage into a "virtual garden" in which commuters can discover and interact with virtual plants and flowers that grow and unfold in real time. Although images in the pure sense, these virtual objects are dynamic spatio-temporal representations; they are rendered over time and have a lifecycle of their own. 16 infra-red sensors will be deployed within the passageway. These sensors allow the virtual plants and flowers in the garden to evolve according to random trajectories that respond to the presence of spectators. These virtual flowers and plants incline to the right or left in a gesture of reverence to the spectators as they advance along the passage.

I am currently working on Fractal Cloud (Marseille) 2007–the fruit of a competition won with Charlie Bové (from STOA), Fractal Cloud is a monumental sculpture for the old docks in the port of Marseilles. Measuring 20m x 28m, this work looks like a chaotic external structure made up of an imbroglio of cables in optical fiber, much like giant jackstraws. Metallic by day, at night the cables change colors hourly, giving the sculpture a light, airy and mobile appearance. Truly an astromincal clock of nocturnal colors, the work multiplies itself infinitely in a network and a play on scale that breaks with classical perspective and Euclidean geometry. At night, lit up by different colored projectors, this work will take on immaterial and magical qualities.

Terry Allen:

Into the Living Woods

Trees, for the Stuart Collection, remarks upon the continual loss of natural environment at UCSD by salvaging three eucalyptus trees from a grove raised to make way for new campus buildings. These trees, preserved and encased in skins of lead, stand like ghosts within a still-thriving eucalyptus grove between the Central Library and the Faculty Club. Although they ostensibly represent displacement or loss, these trees offer a kind of compensation: one emits a series of recorded songs and the other a lively sequence of poems and stories created and arranged specifically for this project.

For the soundtrack of the music tree, William T. Wiley, known for his paintings filled with literary puns and eccentric maps, sings Ghost Riders in the Sky, accompanying himself on a homemade instrument; West Texas singer Joe Ely sings Mona Lisa Squeeze My Guitar, while the Maines Brothers work pedal steel guitars, a Thai band plays, and filmmaker/musician David Byrne sings a song he composed especially for this project.

For the literary tree, Bale Allen delivers his poem about scabs, the poet Philip Levine recites, plus there are Navajo chants, translations of Aztec poems, duck calls, and many other contributions. There are currently about five hours of material on each tree, and Allen and others are at work on future contributions.

The third tree in the installation is near the entrance to the vast geometric library building and remains silent -perhaps another form of the tree knowledge, perhaps a reminder that trees must be cut down to print books and build buildings, perhaps a dance form, or perhaps noting that one can acquire knowledge both through observation of nature and through research. This tree stands out quietly in the rather stark man-made site at the library entrance.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Science Development

New Worldwide Coral Reef Library Created

A collection of 1,490 coral reef images has become the basis for a new Internet- based library for the Millennium Coral Reef Project. It was created in a partnership with NASA, international agencies, universities and other organizations to provide natural resource managers a comprehensive world data resource on coral reefs and adjacent land areas.

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	


The integrated Remote Sensing of Coral Reefs and Millennium Coral Reef Mapping projects have many partners including NASA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the University of South Florida (USF), which are providing funding, data or manpower.

The current knowledge about the total area and locations of coral reefs worldwide is not adequate to see changes that occur in them. "Remote sensing of coral reefs has been a rapidly developing research area," said Julie A. Robinson, the scientist who managed the project for the Earth Observations Laboratory at the NASA Johnson Space Center (JSC), Houston, Texas.

NASA has contributed funding and satellite data to the project, whose purpose is to develop global reef maps as a base for future research. The project will also serve as a library for the coral reef remote sensing data.

From 1999 to 2003, the Landsat 7 satellite took the 1,490 images of coral reefs to complete the required global coverage. Landsat is managed by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).

The images and data were assembled by the Institute for Marine Remote Sensing (IMaRS) at USF, St. Petersburg, Fla. "There has been amazing cooperation at all levels to assemble this data together," said Frank Muller-Karger, of USF. The Landsat 7 Science Team specifically scheduled observations of many reef areas for the first time.

The final map products are due for release in early 2005. Currently, the raw archive is available on the Internet at http://seawifs.gsfc.nasa.gov/cgi/landsat.pl. The archive and online data interface were developed by the SeaWiFS Project at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center (NASA/GSFC) in Greenbelt, Md.

"The archive is our first completed product and will immediately provide data to improve local assessments of reef resources around the world," Robinson said. "This data archive provides access to a reliable global satellite dataset for mapping coral reefs. It will serve as a source of data for projects around the world," said Serge Andréfouët, who led data collection and mapping at USF and is now with the French Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD) in New Caledonia.

USF in collaboration with JSC is characterizing, mapping and estimating extent of shallow coral reef ecosystems in the Caribbean-Atlantic, Pacific, Indo-Pacific and Red Sea using the Landsat images. The archive highlights similarities and differences between reef structures at a scale never before considered by traditional field studies.

Other partners include the United Nations Environment Programme's World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), and the World Fish Center's ReefBase Project.

"Current estimates of the extent, health and even the location of the world's coral reefs are completely inadequate to answer the key question about the how reefs and the fragile ecosystems that they support are adapting to a changing environment. This newly released data set will help provide the baseline against which future observations can be compared," said Gene Carl Feldman, SeaWiFS Project manager, NASA/GSFC.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________

CSR wire

UNEP Report Takes First Steps Toward Understanding Slow Consumer Uptake of Sustainability 
    by William Baue 

While advancing interesting findings, the report is marred by lack of adequate documentation. 
(SocialFunds.com) - What motivates the uptake of sustainability, and what sustains this motivation? These are the questions posed in a recent report by London-based MPG International as part of a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) program sponsored by the World Association of Opinion and Marketing Research Professionals (ESOMAR). While the motivations for corporate adoption of sustainability are relatively well developed and understood, it is consumers who drive business, and consumer motivation to embrace sustainability is much less well developed and understood. 

The report, entitled Sustainable Motivation: Attitudinal and Behavioral Drivers for Action, represents a tentative first step toward attaining a better understanding. This better understanding could improve the corporate marketing of sustainability, which is no easy task given the complexity of the topic. 

As with most maiden voyages, the report may take a few wrong turns, but its findings are interesting nonetheless because it traverses relatively uncharted territory. 

What is interesting about the report is its identification of trends that may be inhibiting consumer acceptance of sustainability. Perhaps the most interesting findings revolve around methodologies for polling and surveying attitudes around environmental sustainability. The report points out how survey and poll administrators often present biased questions that skew answers toward desired results. A graph compares language from a Gallup poll to a survey by Louis Harris & Associates: 

"Contamination of soil and water by toxic waste," the former states; "dangerous chemicals are being dumped by industry without taking safety precautions to protect people from being poisoned," the latter states. 

"Not surprisingly, much higher levels of concern were determined from the Louis Harris survey with its implied criticisms than the more neutral tone of the Gallup survey," the report notes. 

Consumers are not blind to this kind of information manipulation, which erodes their trust in findings on the urgency of sustainability. 

Another of the report's interesting points: much corporate communication on sustainability, particularly through corporate social responsibility (CSR) reports, is accessed only by stakeholders such as nongovernmental organizations and investors but not by consumers. 

However, this point exposes one of the report's many weaknesses. After asking, "How many customers are actually aware that companies publish environmental or sustainability reports," the report states "Precious few I suspect." Individual speculation carries much less weight than comprehensive research, which is what one expects from such a report. The report author, who remains unidentified, goes on to cite a single study as support for this conjecture. 

Actually, "cite" is an exceedingly generous way to characterize the report's method of providing information about its sources. "Mention" would be a far more accurate descriptor, as the report contains nary a footnote much less a bibliography, making it extremely difficult if not impossible to verify the information contained in the report, thereby hampering its credibility. 

Indeed, by way of explaining its methodology, the report says that "almost 1,000 people have been contacted in 600 organizations in 50 countries so far." Who these people are and what organizations they represent remains a mystery, as none are quoted and no list of contacts (not even a sampling) is provided. 

According to the anonymous author, this report documents phase one of a three-phase project for UNEP. Now that the current status of attitudes and motivations for adopting sustainability has been canvassed, the next phases comprise classifying attitudes into measurable parameters and undertaking original research to benchmark and compare these attitudes worldwide. The researchers would do everyone a service by prioritizing more rigorous documentation in the next research phases and in future reports. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Environmental Data Interactive (Edie News Centre)

UN combats environmental threat in Eastern Bloc countries (published on 17-Dec-2004)

Communities living near the Tisza river are still at high risk from floods and industry pollution incidents, according to a recent environmental assessment by a UN agency.

Measures must be put in place to protect communities living near the Tisza river from flooding and industrial pollution incidents

In January 2000, a cyanide spill from a gold mine in Northern Romania travelled down the river to Hungary, leaving a trail of devastation in its wake. But despite lessons learned from the Baia Mare catastrophe, local people are still at risk almost five years later.

The report, Rapid Environmental Assessment of the Tisza River Basin, conducted by the United Nations Environment Agency, warns that the people, wildlife and plants inhabiting the Tisza river basin remain under threat due to the area's environmental insecurity.

While noting that the basin's ecosystem is now regenerating itself after the cyanide incident, with wildlife largely recovering, the UN report stated that a more concerted action is needed to address environmental threats or "insecurities".

It also recommended an integrated sustainable development strategy be implemented for the entire catchment area of the river Tisza, which includes Romanis, the Ukraine, Slovakia, Hungary, Serbia and Montenegro.

The Tisza is also one of the main tributaries for the famous Danube river.

"A new regional strategy for sustainable development is necessary to integrate land and water use aspects, as well as conservation measure, such as the prevention of deforestation or restoration of alluvial forests, in support of better flood management," said Frits Schlingemann, UNEP's regional director for Europe.

Implementing proper flood management and working to prevent transboundary pollution risks was vital, according to Mr Schlingemann, as it would protect people and the environment, as well as providing regional stability across the national borders in question.

"Sustainable tourism can also offer a development alternative for the prosperity of the region when environmental security is guaranteed," he added, "particularly in the mountain landscapes of the upper Tisza basin in the Carpathian mountains."

Hot spots of potential accidental pollution risk from mining operations, including obsolete mines, were singled out by the UNEP report for receiving particular attention, which also called for urgent risk mitigation measures.

By Jane Kettle
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Businesswire

Strategic Diagnostics Inc. Awarded Order for United Nations Environmental Programme in Iraq

NEWARK, Del.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Dec. 16, 2004--Strategic Diagnostics Inc. (Nasdaq:SDIX) - a leading provider of antibody products and analytical test kits for the food-safety and water-quality markets, has been awarded a contract to supply the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) with on-site testing systems for site investigations in Iraq. The $100,000 order is the first for SDI with the UNEP, which provides environmental expertise and guidance throughout the world.

As discussed in an article in the business section of today's Delaware News Journal, (www.delawareonline.com), the UNEP project, being performed in conjunction with the Post-Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU) and the Iraqi Ministry of Environment, contains five sites selected from a list of ten priority sites for a pilot study. It has been estimated that there are over 300 such contaminated sites in Iraq.

Matthew Knight, President of Strategic Diagnostics commented, "The current market for environmental testing is estimated to be more than $1.5 billion. Through projects such as the UNEP work in Iraq, SDI can further demonstrate how on-site testing can be used to give superior results and lower total overall project cost allowing for a more cost effective solution. We feel that this can contribute significantly to the profitable growth of the company. The UN contract included training for Iraqi nationals and UNEP staff performing the analyses, and we think that this training is critical to our overall success. As more people begin to adapt the application of this technology, it will find a larger market around the world."

Mr. Knight adds, "The UNEP project is using test systems across our portfolio of products, from fuel/oil detection kits to PCB kits to our Deltatox(R) systems for a total environmental toxicity screen. We consider this a further and growing endorsement of rapid, field-based testing systems. In addition to the humanitarian benefit, this project connects SDI to new opportunities where cost and accessibility to laboratories are a major problem, and SDI can provide the solution."

Strategic Diagnostics Inc. is the world-leading provider of the rapid, point-of-use test methods for determining quantitative and specific contamination in soil and water. SDI technology is used by consultants, engineers, laboratories and environmental regulators to rapidly, reliably and cost-effectively characterize environmental contamination on-site, and conclusively test for effective removal or remediation of contamination.

About Strategic Diagnostics Inc.

SDI is a leading provider of biotechnology-based diagnostic tests for a broad range of agricultural, industrial, and water treatment applications. Through its antibody business, Strategic BioSolutions, Strategic Diagnostics also provides antibody and immunoreagent research and development services. SDI's test kits are produced in a variety of formats suitable for field and laboratory use, offering advantages of accuracy, cost-effectiveness, portability, and rapid response. FeedChek(TM), Trait Chek(TM), GMO QuickChek(TM), and GMO Chek(TM) are pending trademarks for SDI.

This news release contains forward-looking statements reflecting SDI's current expectations. When used in this press release, the words "anticipate", "could", "enable", "estimate", "intend", "expect", "believe", "potential", "will", "should", "project" "plan" and similar expressions as they relate to SDI are intended to identify said forward-looking statements. Investors are cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainties, which may cause actual results to differ from those anticipated by SDI at this time. Such risks and uncertainties include, without limitation, changes in demand for products, delays in product development, delays in market acceptance of new products, retention of customers and employees, adequate supply of raw materials, the successful integration and consolidation of the Maine production facilities, inability to obtain or delays in obtaining third party, including AOAC, or required government approvals, the ability to meet increased market demand, competition, protection of intellectual property, non-infringement of intellectual property, seasonality, and other factors more fully described in SDI's public filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press 
Strategic Diagnostics Gets U.N. Order 
12.16.2004, 02:37 PM 

Strategic Diagnostics Inc., which makes food safety and water quality testing kits, reported Thursday that it received a $100,000 order from the United Nations for onsite testing systems to be used in Iraq. 

The company will be supplying the United Nations Environmental Programme with the kits. Strategic Diagnostics said the order will go toward an effort to investigate contaminated sites as part of a post-conflict assessment. 

Strategic Diagnostics said the order covers testing kits for fuel and oil contamination and total environmental toxicity screen tests. 

Shares of Strategic Diagnostics rose 10 cents, or 3.1 percent, to $3.33 in afternoon trading on the Nasdaq.
Correo del Caroni

Desastres climáticos causan pérdidas inéditas
a aseguradoras
18/12/2004 
[image: image1.png]



  Huracanes, tifones y otros desastres climáticos provocaron en 2004 un récord de pérdidas a la industria aseguradora mundial, informó en la cumbre climática COP 10, Klaus Toepfer, director del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma).

  "El cambio climático ocurre ya con un rápido derretimiento del Ártico y los glaciares en todo el mundo. Los científicos anticipan un incremento y mayor intensidad de los eventos climáticos extremos y esto es lo que produce a la industria del seguro pérdidas año a año", dijo Toepfer esta semana en rueda de prensa.

  Thomas Loser, ejecutivo de la compañía de reaseguros alemana Munich Re que investigó el tema, dijo que en los primeros diez meses del año, el costo de los desastres naturales en la industria aseguradora fue de 35.000 millones de dólares, muy superior a los 16.000 millones de todo 2003.

  Según datos preliminares, Estados Unidos, con 26.000 millones de dólares, fue el país cuyas compañías de seguros tuvieron más pérdidas entre enero y octubre.

  Pero los desastres naturales también provocaron daños en bienes no asegurados por lo que las pérdidas totales para esos diez meses ascendieron a 90.000 millones de dólares contra 65.000 millones en 2003.

  En septiembre, el huracán Iván azotó Granada, donde no es usual que ocurra este fenómeno, y mató 28 personas, en tanto causó daños por unos 1.000 millones de dólares, dos veces el producto interno bruto (PIB) del país, según Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, director regional del Pnuma.

  El huracán Catarina golpeó Brasil a comienzos del año, tras desarrollarse en el Atlántico sur donde normalmente la temperatura superficial de las aguas son más bajas del mínimo de 27 grados necesario para la formación de ciclones tropicales.

  El Jeanne provocó lluvias torrenciales que causaron inundaciones y la muerte de unas 2.000 personas en Haití y República Dominicana.

  Un número récord de diez tifones castigó Japón, incluidos los muy destructivos Chaba, Songda y Tokage. Las pérdidas económicas fueron de 10.000 millones de dólares y los pagos de seguros sumaron 6.000 millones.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Economía

RECORD DE DESASTRES

LAS ASEGURADORAS HAN PAGADO EN 2004 MAS DEL DOBLE QUE EN 2003

Por: PERIODISTA DIGITAL (Fecha publicación:19/12/2004)

Información Adicional

Tema: Calentamiento global

Los huracanes, tifones y otros desastres naturales desatados en el planeta durante los 10 primeros meses de este año han causado más pérdidas económicas que nunca. Sólo en ese periodo, las aseguradoras han tenido que pagar en indemnizaciones más del doble de lo que abonaron en el 2003. Estos datos se divulgaron en la conferencia de la ONU sobre cambio climático que se celebró en Buenos Aires. El informe fue elaborado por la reaseguradora alemana Munich Re en colaboración con el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).

El total de pérdidas económicas se cuantifica en 67.250 millones de euros (11,2 billones de pesetas) este año, cuando en el 2003 supuso 48.570 millones de euros (8 billones de pesetas). Pero éstas no son las cantidades que las aseguradoras han pagado, puesto que la mayoría de pérdidas no estaban cubiertas al haberse producido 'en países en desarrollo con economías frágiles', recoge el informe.

Las aseguradoras han pagado en los 10 primeros meses de este año 26.150 millones de euros, de los que 19.400 millones se quedaron en Estados Unidos, uno de los países más desarrollados del planeta. Además del coste económico, el número de víctimas mortales causadas por catástrofes naturales en ese mismo periodo no es bajo: 21.000 personas.

Futuro incierto

El récord en indemnizaciones ha provocado que la industria del seguro esté preocupada por los nuevos fenómenos meteorológicos, como el ciclón Catarina, que en marzo pasado afectó el sur de Brasil, donde no es frecuente este tipo de manifestaciones tan extremas. El director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Topfer, advirtió en una rueda de prensa de que el cambio climático 'está ocurriendo ya', y sostuvo que los científicos 'anticipan un aumento en la intensidad y la cantidad de fenómenos metereológicos extremos'.

El director ejecutivo de Munich Re, Thomas Loster, fue aún más lejos y afirmó que la industria aseguradora 'se suma al llamamiento del PNUMA para que los países detengan las emisiones de gases que afectan al clima en el mundo'. De no ser así, añadió, 'la intención del sector de financiar y asegurar proyectos para un desarrollo sostenible no podrá cumplirse', sentenció.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Proponen la creación de un ente mundial

Eso permitiría agilizar acuerdos multilaterales
El gobierno francés propuso ayer la creación de una Organización Mundial del Medio Ambiente, con el fin de agilizar los acuerdos multilaterales, los proyectos de financiamiento y elevar el estatus de la cuestión del desarrollo sustentable en el marco de las Naciones Unidas. 

En la actualidad, los temas concernientes al Medio Ambiente dentro del organismo internacional se encuentran incluidos en el denominado Programa de las Naciones Unidas sobre Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). "Nosotros consideramos que una organización como la que estamos proponiendo no solo va a resultar útil, sino que es indispensable", dijo en una conferencia de prensa el Ministro de Ecología y Desarrollo Sustentable de Francia, Serge Lepeltier. 

La idea del proyecto había sido adelantada en septiembre de este año por el Ministro de Asuntos Exteriores Galo, Michel Barnier, quien había expresado el deseo de confirmar el compromiso político de Francia y de algunos otros países en el sentido de transformar el actual PNUMA en una institución completamente especializada, provista de un amplio mandato y recursos fortalecidos. 

"Estoy convencido de que una organización más legítima y con más recursos en el seno de las Naciones Unidas, es la respuesta correcta", declaró en ese momento el canciller francés, e insistió en que la iniciativa permitiría pasar a una fase "mas operativa". 
En concordancia con estas declaraciones, Lepeltier consideró que la decena de acuerdos internacionales llamados multilaterales, que existen sobre medio ambiente muchas veces se contradicen en sus iniciativas. "Es por eso que pensamos que debe haber una coordinación entre estos acuerdos porque en el estado actual se atenta contra su eficacia", destacó. 

A quien no le resultó muy alentadora la iniciativa fue al Director Ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, cuyo cargo pendería de un hilo si una propuesta como la francesa prospera. "Se trata de una propuesta política", contestó el funcionario internacional ante la requisitoria y le quitó entidad especial a la iniciativa. 

Toepfer dijo que se trata de una propuesta que hasta ahora no tiene un gran consenso y que si los franceses quieren, será discutida por todo los miembros de la Asamblea General de la ONU en septiembre de 2005. "Todos los miembros tienen derecho a hacer propuestas y discutirlas dentro de la Asamblea General porque es el modo legal de hacer las cosas. Nosotros no somos parte de ello y como mi caso, que soy ejecutivo del organismo, todos los secretarios tenemos que ser neutrales", precisó. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Lanacion
Undécima jornada de la Convención de Cambio Climático (COP10): buenas y malas noticias
 

Por una asociación mundial del ambiente


 

La propuesta francesa pretende crear una entidad que funcionaría en el seno de las Naciones Unidas
 

· Completaría la existente, el Pnuma 

· Francia reconoció su responsabilidad de emisor 

· La delegación de los Estados Unidos dijo que coincide con Kirchner respecto de la pobreza 

 

 

El gobierno francés presentó un proyecto para crear la Organización de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (ONUE), con el objetivo de agilizar los acuerdos multilaterales, los proyectos de financiamiento y elevar el status del tema del desarrollo sustentable dentro del organismo internacional. 

La idea es transformar el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma) en una institución completamente especializada, provista de un amplio mandato y recursos fortalecidos, según informó el ministro de Ecología y Desarrollo Sustentable de Francia, Serge Lepeltier, durante una conferencia de prensa en la X Convención de Cambio Climático (COP10), que finaliza hoy. 

"Creemos que formar una organización de las Naciones Unidas para el ambiente creada naturalmente sobre un plano universal, con un director general elegido por los Estados, tendrá una autoridad para llevar todos las iniciativas ambientales para el futuro. Eso es una cuestión esencial ante la actual dispersión de proyectos", explicó Lepeltier. 

El ministro consideró que la decena de acuerdos que existe sobre medio ambiente muchas veces se contradicen en sus iniciativas. 

La propuesta será presentada en febrero al secretario general de las Naciones Unidas, Kofi Annan, con el objetivo de que sea tratada por la Asamblea General en septiembre próximo, en Nueva York. 

Tras la presentación, el director ejecutivo del Pnuma, Klaus Toepfer, consideró que "se trata de una propuesta política". "Todos los miembros tienen derecho a hacer propuestas y discutirlas dentro de la Asamblea General porque es el modo legal de hacer las cosas. Yo soy ejecutivo del organismo, todos los secretarios tenemos que ser neutrales", precisó. 

El funcionario francés, en tanto, insistió en que "las Naciones Unidas son insuficientes en el dispositivo actual de la administración y gestión de los asuntos mundiales, por lo que el grupo de trabajo ha considerado que es importante reforzar la coherencia del sistema, fortificar la cuestión científica y la ayuda a los países en desarrollo", explicó. 

Responsables 

El ministro francés reconoció, además, que los países desarrollados son los principales "responsables" de la emisión de gases de efecto invernadero (GEI). "En esa materia, obviamente, la responsabilidad recae sobre las naciones desarrolladas", dijo el funcionario galo, en respuesta a una consulta de LA NACION sobre las palabras que el presidente Néstor Kirchner dirigió a las delegaciones en la inauguración del Segmento de Alto Nivel de la COP10. 

Lepeltier se sumó así a los conceptos vertidos por su par alemán, Jürgen Trittin, que se expresó en el mismo sentido. "Los países desarrollados son los que deben dar el ejemplo. Por lo menos ésa es la posición europea y es la posición francesa", agregó. 

Los delegados estadounidenses también se hicieron eco del discurso presidencial. Paula Dobriansky, secretaria de Asuntos Globales de los Estados Unidos, sostuvo que tiene "la misma preocupación que el presidente Kirchner respecto de eliminar la pobreza. Nosotros entendemos que el crecimiento de la economía va de la mano no sólo del cuidado del medio ambiente, sino también de la reducción de la pobreza, para lo cual tenemos varios programas en los países en vías de desarrollo", dijo. 

La Unión Europea, además, anunció que impulsará recortes obligatorios en las emisiones de GEI después de 2012, año que establece el Protocolo de Kyoto para cumplir con las metas de reducción. Cuando los norteamericanos fueron consultados sobre el tema, respondieron que "es prematuro hablar de lo que pasará después de 2012". 

Por Laura Rocha
De la Redacción de LA NACION 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Annan pide estrategia para cambio climático
NACIONES UNIDAS (ANSA). —Una estrategia de largo plazo, para asegurar que las consecuencias del cambio climático no socaven los esfuerzos de la comunidad internacional para promover el desarrollo, reclamó ayer, miércoles, el secretario general de la ONU, Kofi Annan, a los Estados parte que formulan la Convención sobre el fenómeno.
Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), leyó un mensaje de Annan en la inauguración de la Conferencia de las Partes de ese tratado, en Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Annan dijo que la atención está concentrada en la entrada en vigor, en febrero del año próximo, del protocolo de Kyoto para reducir las emisiones de gases que contribuyen al calentamiento de la atmósfera.

No obstante, destacó que ese tratado sólo cubre hasta el año 2012, por lo que el reto a largo plazo es promover el uso de fuentes energéticas más limpias y renovables. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Secciones > Noticias

COP-10: Kofi Annan pide a Estados que promuevan tecnologías limpias y renovables

17 dic (PNUMA)

Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), leyó un mensaje del Secretario General en la inauguración de la Conferencia de las Partes de ese tratado, en Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Annan dijo que la atención está concentrada en la entrada en vigor en febrero del año próximo del protocolo de Kyoto para reducir las emisiones de gases que contribuyen al calentamiento de la atmósfera.

No obstante, destacó que ese tratado sólo cubre hasta el año 2012, por lo que el reto a largo plazo es promover el uso de fuentes energéticas más limpias y renovables. Agregó que es necesario que todos los países elaboren estrategias de desarrollo que sean menos perjudiciales para el clima.

“Necesitamos alianzas más estrechas con la comunidad financiera e inversionista, ya que sus decisiones, en particular las que respectan a los sistemas energéticos –que son los motores del desarrollo-, pueden hacer una importante contribución al logro de nuestros objetivos”, puntualizó Toepfer en nombre del Secretario General.

Annan subrayó que se necesita hacer más para mitigar el impacto del cambio climático. Sin una mitigación adecuada, la adaptación a ese cambio será una tarea insuperable, advirtió.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

US News 

Climate Change Meeting Ends with Goals to Cut Emissions

Nations await February effective date for Kyoto Protocol

18 December 2004

The tenth Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) ended an 11-day session in Buenos Aires, Argentina on December 17, with the Kyoto Protocol's signatory nations looking forward to its implementation in February, 2005. That agreement calls for many of those nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in an effort to offset global warming.

ADVERTISING

A closing press release from the UNFCCC Secretariat says an important achievement of the meeting was the adoption of the Buenos Aires Program of Work on Adaptation and Response Measures. This agreement calls for further scientific assessment of the course and impact of climate change and support for developing nations in their activities to adapt to potential forthcoming affects of global warming, such as rising sea levels or changes in growing seasons.

The United States is not a party to the Kyoto Protocol because its requirements for mandatory cuts in greenhouse gas emissions could threaten economic growth, according to the Bush administration's analysis. The United States is engaged in a wide-ranging program of activities to address climate change through development of more energy efficient technologies, increasing reliance on cleaner energy sources and exploration of methods to capture and sequester carbon emissions.

The United States will spend almost $6 billion on activities to address climate change this budget year. In 2002 President Bush made a commitment to reduce greenhouse gas intensity (amount of emissions per unit of economic activity) by 18 percent in 10 years.

A fact sheet on the U.S. activities to address climate change is available at http://www.state.gov/g/oes/rls/fs/2004/38641.htm

Further information on the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol is available at http://unfccc.int/2860.php

The text of the UNFCCC statement follows.

(begin text)

UNITED NATIONS

NATIONS UNIES

FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE - Secretariat

CONVENTION - CADRE SUR LES CHANGEMENTS CLIMATIQUES - Secrétariat

For use of the media only; not an official document.

PRESS RELEASE

Buenos Aires conference advances efforts to adapt to climate change and meet Kyoto targets

Buenos Aires, 18 December 2004 -- The tenth-anniversary UN Conference on Climate Change concluded today after adopting a package of measures aimed at helping countries to prepare for climate change.

"The Buenos Aires conference marks ten years of action under the Climate Change Convention to address a problem that will be with us for decades if not centuries to come," said Joke Waller Hunter, Executive Secretary of the Convention. "This was a conference of hope, sparked by the momentum generated by the upcoming entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol on 16 February 2005. The meeting succeeded in bringing adaptation into the mainstream of the intergovernmental process," she said.

In the face of growing evidence that climate change impacts can already be detected, the conference adopted the Buenos Aires Programme of Work on Adaptation and Response Measures.

The Programme includes further scientific assessments of vulnerabilities and options for adaptation, support to the National Action Plans on Adaptation of least developed countries, new workshops and technical papers on various aspects of climate change risk and adaptation and support for mainstreaming adaptation into sustainable development planning.

The conference also asked the Convention secretariat to convene a seminar of governmental experts next May in Bonn. The seminar will "promote an informal exchange on a) actions relating to mitigation and adaptation to assist Parties to continue to develop effective and appropriate responses to climate change; and b) policies and measures adopted by their respective governments that support implementation of their existing commitments under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol".

In addition, the seminar is to be conducted "without prejudices to any future negotiations, commitments, process, framework or mandate under the Convention and the Kyoto Protocol".

Other decisions welcomed the concrete progress made by the Protocol's clean development mechanism (CDM). The conference opened the way for new types of CDM projects related to small-scale forestry, thus adding to existing possibilities such as projects that reduce methane from landfills or that promote renewable energy. In a move strongly supported by business observers, it also gave strong backing to a strengthening of the CDM's Executive Board.

Other key decisions relate to the rapidly evolving carbon market where allowances and credits from projects that reduce emissions can be bought and sold. In a few days, on 1 January 2005, emissions trading will become a reality for 12,000 companies in the European Union. The sophisticated system ensuring reliable accounting was presented to Ministers present in Buenos Aires.

Meanwhile, several new countries, namely Indonesia, Liechtenstein and Nigeria, joined the Protocol during or just before the conference, bringing the total Kyoto membership up to 132 Parties. Several others announced that their ratification was underway.

Other highlights of the conference included the much-anticipated submissions by Brazil and China of their first national communications outlining their strategies for addressing climate change.

In addition to adopting formal decisions, the conference has evolved into a global forum for businesses, environmental groups and others to exchange ideas, make contacts and present new reports and findings. Some 60 exhibits and over 150 seminars and events were held on the sidelines of the intergovernmental talks.

During the final high-level segment, some 85 ministers along with heads of delegation participated in a lively exchange during four panel discussions. The discussion themes were "The Convention after 10 years: accomplishments and future challenges"; "Impacts of climate change, adaptation measures and sustainable development"; "Technology and climate change"; and "Mitigation of climate change: policies and their impacts".

The Buenos Aires conference was attended by some 6,200 government officials, UN and NGO observers and journalists. The next annual conference, consisting of COP 11 (for the Convention) and COP/MOP 1 (for the Protocol) will be held from 7 - 18 November 2005.

(end text)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

European Space Agency (ESA) 
17.12.2004 

ESA presents space solutions at post-Kyoto climate summit

Two months from now comes a landmark day in planetary history: the Kyoto Protocol finally comes into legal force on 16 February 2005. However Kyoto was intended only as an initial step in mitigating climate change: a 6000-strong Buenos Aires gathering due to conclude today has spent a fortnight discussing follow-up strategies, with ESA among them.

The 1997 Kyoto Protocol of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change aims to lessen the effects of climate change by setting targets for industrialised countries to reduce emissions of heat-trapping ’greenhouse’ gases including carbon dioxide. Fossil fuel burning and land use change since the start of the Industrial Revolution has led to the highest level of atmospheric carbon dioxide for 160 000 years. The fact that human-induced change in the make-up of the air is leading inexorably to higher global temperatures is a settled matter of scientific fact. What remains to be settled is the likely future extent of climate change, and what collective strategy should be undertaken to follow Kyoto.

Since 6 December delegates from almost 200 countries have been gathered in the Argentinean capital to discuss this problem: how to mitigate climate change, and how to adapt. This event is the latest in a sequence of annual gatherings, known as the Tenth Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP 10). With Kyoto on the verge of becoming effective, countries that have ratified the Protocol - and therefore having committed themselves to reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases - have been discussing and negotiating the details of what information should be required to report to show compliance.

ESA began working with Kyoto parties on using space resources within this area back in 2001, within its TESEO (Treaty Enforcement Services Using Earth Observation) initiative. The Agency now has seven European countries as active users in two dedicated Earth Observation-based projects, Kyoto Inventory and Forest Monitoring. Under the terms of Kyoto, signatories are allowed to compensate for carbon dioxide emissions by stocking carbon in so-called ’sinks’, of which forests are the most significant.

Planting new woodland or extending old forests, and by managing them well, helps to reduce the concentration of carbon dioxide in the air. Conversely if a country is cutting parts of its forests – for wood, or to make room for agriculture or urban expansion – or they are burnt down then this is accounted for as additional emissions. Therefore the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol must report the location and extent of changes in forest cover and land use are taking place. Many countries do not currently possess such information and are investigating how to achieve it. ESA is working with such countries in order to demonstrate how satellites can help fill gaps in data on land use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF) in a cost-effective manner.

ESA’s Kyoto Inventory is a pilot project of the Agency’s Data User Programme, using satellite data in support of carbon reporting. Forest Monitoring is part of a suite of space-based information services making up ESA’s Global Monitoring for Environment and Security Services Element, designed to support Kyoto reporting as well as serving as a tool for woodland management and monitoring environmental indicators. ESA is also carrying out a scientific project called GLOBCARBON, which is combining results from all available space-based sensors to monitor the global carbon flux over a ten-year period from 1998, with the aim of increasing the accuracy of global climate models.

Other related activities include its World Fire Atlas and its Tropospheric Emission Monitoring Internet Service (TEMIS) that provides near-real time measurements of atmospheric chemistry. Another project called CONTRAILS is using satellites to study aircraft condensation trails with a view to assessing their impact on the climate. The UNFCCC’s Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) highlighted the importance of this subject over the course of the meeting.

During COP 10, ESA representatives were busy communicating these activities, and reaching out to potential new users of Earth Observation services. This was the third Conference of the Parties that ESA has attended. The Agency maintained a dedicated stand throughout the event. ESA also participated in a wide range of different COP-10 side events, hosted by the Group on Earth Observations Initiative (GEO), the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), the UK Met Office and the Arctic Council. During one event focusing on the role of Earth Observation, the Agency carried out a presentation along with representatives of the US National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and French satellite builder Alcatel.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Compromise seals climate meeting

Delegates at the UN climate change conference in Buenos Aires have reached agreement on ways to address the issue of global warming.

They approved a compromise proposal on the format of future discussions agreed by the US and the EU overnight.

Some developing countries had threatened to derail the deal, insisting on guarantees that they would not be subjected to emission cuts.

But the demand was rejected by the EU and a new compromise emerged.

The EU-US draft deal ended days of wrangling over discussions on combating global warming.

The issue has kept delegates arguing well past the scheduled close of the two-week conference.

Workmen in the Argentine capital began dismantling conference facilities while talks continued overnight.

Give and take

The agreement seemed in trouble when India - supported by China, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia - called for an amendment at the start of the final session on Saturday.

They insisted on a written guarantee that the deal would not lead to imposition of carbon reduction commitments on developing nations.

The EU opposed this, saying the outcome of future talks should not be prejudiced.

The differences between the EU and the US centred on talks on emission cuts when the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

The Europeans insisted on a series of informal meetings. In the end the US won its demand for one meeting, next May, but agreed it would be held over several days.

The meeting will be held in Germany and "promote an informal exchange of information" on cutting harmful emissions and adapting to climate change, according to the draft text.

The US - which pulled out of the Kyoto Protocol in 2001 - had until then resisted any talk about longer-term action beyond 2012.

"It is a give-and-take exercise and I think on balance we are very pleased with the outcome," said US lead negotiator Harlan Watson.

Survival

EU negotiator Yvo de Boer said the deal contained pretty much something for everyone.

Kyoto commits signatories to trim output of six greenhouse gases, especially carbon dioxide, by at least 5.2% by 2012, compared with 1990 levels.

The Europeans have been seeking to involve the US and major emerging economies, such as China and India, in a post-Kyoto agreement on further emission reductions.

The objections to the draft deal were not shared by all developing countries.

South Africa and a number of smaller states supported the EU's position on Saturday.

Island states threatened by rising sea levels are particularly keen to tackle global warming.

Martin Puta Tofinga, environment minister for the Pacific archipelago of Kiribati, said: "I am talking about survival here, we need to move forward in a meaningful way."

Story from BBC NEWS:
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HEADLINE: Climate-change forum agrees to hold seminars in 2005

DATELINE: BUENOS AIRES, Dec. 18

BODY:
Delegates to a U.N. climate-change meeting agreed in principle Saturday to hold a conference next year in the form of seminars on steps to stem global warming, negotiators at the meeting said.

The accord was reached at the 10th Conference of Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change in Buenos Aires, which ended Saturday morning. 

The participants basically agreed that the proposed seminar-style conference will address steps to check global warming, including an international system after an international pact adopted in Kyoto in 1997 ends in 2012, the negotiators said.

A focus of attention at the forum was whether delegates would agree to hold such international meetings amidst a row over steps to check global warming.

The United States and oil-producing nations resisted the European Union's calls for discussions about steps in the post-Kyoto pact era from 2013.

The Kyoto Protocol, which takes effect Feb. 16, obliges developed nations to cut emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide between 2008 and 2012 by an average 5.2 percent from 1990 levels.

The United States, the world's largest CO2 emitter, dropped out of the Kyoto pact in 2001, arguing that mandating emission cutbacks would undermine its economic growth. It demanded that the proposed international conference avoid focusing on issues similar to those covered by the Kyoto pact.

The results of a compromised seminar-style 2005 global conference may prove nonbinding as the United States is demanding that its participants not be requested to report the results to the 11th climate-change meeting in November 2005, according to the negotiators.
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HEADLINE: DISASTERS COST $35 BILLION

BYLINE: Bill Varner Bloomberg News

BODY:
Hurricanes Ivan and Jeanne in the Caribbean Sea and other weather-related disasters such as a record 10 typhoons in the Pacific Ocean will cost the insurance industry at least $35 billion this year, the most in 50 years, according to Munich Re, the world's largest reinsurer.

Overall economic losses from natural disasters, which also include earthquakes and volcanoes, increased to $90 billion for the first 10 months of the year from $65 billion for the same period in 2003, according to a Munich Re report. Insurance industry costs were $16 billion from January through October last year, the report said.

Munich Re's preliminary figures for 2004 were released in Buenos Aires at a United Nations-sponsored meeting of countries that have ratified the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Losses will be higher when November and December events are added to a final Munich Re report that will be released early next year.

The UN and Munich Re said global warming produced the greater number of severe storms.

As a percentage of disasters, weather-related events in 2004 will exceed the 50-year average of about 75 percent.

LOAD-DATE: December 19, 2004

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Daily News – 17 December 2004

In the headlines:

• 
Annan urges Europeans to play lead role in talks on new collective security structure

• 
UN’s push against Al-Qaida yields results but States need more aid – diplomat

• 
Millions are displaced by fighting in eastern DR of Congo, UNICEF says

• 
Heeding Annan’s zero-tolerance on sex abuse, UN suspends two soldiers in Burundi

• 
In Côte d’Ivoire standoff, opposition-ruled north needs humanitarian aid, UN says

• 
UN announces accord to move forward in Kosovo on building multiethnic society

• 
Hundreds of thousands of refugees in Kenya will go hungry without urgent aid – UN

• 
In move that could cut massive drug trade, UN will revive Afghan sugar industry

• 
UN refugee agency launches first seaborne repatriation to Liberia

• 
In move to boost protection, UN and Thailand re-register Myanmar refugees

• 
UN summit meeting in 2005 to review progress towards global anti-poverty goals

• 
Thousands at risk of displacement in Colombia due to armed groups – UN

Annan urges Europeans to play lead role in talks on new collective security structure 

17 December - Continuing a campaign to promote support for a new global security structure, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged European countries meeting in Brussels to use their experience in building an economic and political union to play a leading role in developing a collective model for meeting future threats to peace. 

In a statement to the European Council, Mr. Annan said “full European engagement will be essential” to the discussions on the recently released report of a high-level panel he commissioned to look at emerging global challenges and ways to deal with them. 

The “common destiny” European nations have pursued for many decades now “proved to yourselves and to others that former rivals and enemies can replace horror with hope,” he stressed. 

“That success means the world now looks to you to support a global multilateral framework. Nowhere is that support more essential today than in equipping ourselves to meet the perils ahead,” he added. 

Mr. Annan noted the steady growth in recent years in cooperation between the European and the United Nations, and said the strength of that partnership “gives me great hope” that far-reaching progress can be made on readying the international community to meet the threats of the 21st century. 

The report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change places a strong emphasis on prevention, and on building the capacities of nations to deal with threats and fulfil their responsibilities, he said. “Taken together, the 101 recommendations in the report offer the prospect of effective global policies and a renewed United Nations.” 

But European nations need to play a role not only at a proposed summit in September 2005, just ahead of the opening of the next session of the General Assembly, but also in the process leading up to it, by working to bridge divergent views and find a broad consensus. 

“If 2003 was a year of deep division, and 2004 has been a time of sober reflection, 2005 must be a year of bold action,” he declared. “Historic, fundamental progress is possible. There is much to be done. I do not underestimate the difficulties. But we must succeed. Together, we can and must build a safer, prosperous, more just world.” 

While in Brussels, Mr. Annan met privately with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, and held talks in the afternoon with Javier Solana, the European Union’s High Level Representative for Common, Foreign and Security Policy. He then saw Belgian Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt for a detailed discussion of the current situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

In the evening, Mr. Annan was to meet first with José Manuel Barroso, the President of the European Commission, and then with the EU Commissioner for External Relations, Benita Ferrero-Waldner. 

Earlier Friday, the Secretary-General held a press conference with the President of the European Council, Jan Balkenende, Mr. Barroso, Mr. Solana and Dutch Foreign Minister Bernard R. Bot. 

Asked about Cyprus, Mr. Annan said that he had indicated that the parties should reflect on how they want to move ahead. “Once that reflection is done and they have some ideas, my good offices could be available,” he said, but added, “for the moment, I have no plans to resume the talks.” 

Yesterday, before leaving for Brussels, the Secretary-General concluded talks in Washington, DC, with senior US officials by meeting with National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice. 

According to a UN spokesman, the two had a “very positive and substantive” meeting on a whole range of issues, including Iraq, Afghanistan, Sudan, Haiti, Liberia and the Middle East peace process – most notably the upcoming Palestinian presidential elections. 

UN’s push against Al-Qaida yields results but States need more aid – diplomat 

17 December - The Chairman of a United Nations Security Council committee monitoring international sanctions against the Taliban and Al-Qaida today reported that progress is being made against those groups, but stressed that all countries must be given the necessary resources to participate in this effort. 

Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, the outgoing Chairman of the committee, based his conclusions on his extensive investigations, including visits to the Philippines, Cambodia, Thailand, Australia, Libya, Iran and Switzerland. 

During these trips, he said, it became evident that the international community is dedicated to enforcing the sanctions, although in practice results have been uneven. Some of the countries clearly needed further assistance from the international community, he said, pledging to raise awareness of the need. 

A constantly evolving list of Al-Qaida and Taliban operatives maintained by the Committee has served as the basis for numerous arrests in various States as well as actions to stem the flow of money to terrorists. 

He said Iran had frozen considerable assets in four separate accounts of an individual on the list, namely, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, and had apprehended a number of Al-Qaida operatives. 

Some countries, especially in Africa, the Middle East and South Asia, had expressed frustration with what they saw as Western double standards in the fight against terrorism, Ambassador Muñoz said, adding that regardless of whether those perceptions were valid, they must be taken into account. 

Member States must not feel that there was a group of States that were designing sanctions and monitoring their implementation, but that all States were an integral part of counter-terrorist strategies, policies and implementation efforts, he stressed. Only then could the most challenging battle of the current time be won for the benefit of each State and individual on the planet, and guarantee their right to live free from fear of terrorist attacks. 

Millions are displaced by fighting in eastern DR of Congo, UNICEF says 

17 December - The number of people displaced by the last six years of conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is now estimated at 3 million – 2.5 million in the east alone – and nearly 4 million people have died as a direct or indirect result of the conflict, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today. 

In the east, most of the 2.5 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) were living with host families, in camps, or in the bush, where food, safe water and sometimes even space were in short supply, according to the agency. 

Children make up 30 per cent to 50 per cent of the fighting forces in eastern Congo, with boys used as soldiers and porters, and girls suffering sexual abuse. Only 4 in 10 children in the region have been enrolled in school, but UNICEF intervention had increased the registration of girls in the first grade this year. 

“We have to hold responsible the Government and the international communities, all that are involved in the conflict, to live up to their promises – basically to put an end to this conflict that is destroying a country,” said Gianfranco Rotigliano, UNICEF representative for the DRC. 

Meanwhile, the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) provided an airplane for the Government to fly an investigation and conciliation team of senior officials to Goma because combatants believed to be rebel factions of the national army are fighting in the area of Kanyabayonga, North Kivu province, and have displaced 30,000 people. 

Two assessment missions on 14 and 15 December had evaluated the amount of humanitarian assistance needed, the Mission said. 

MONUC, saying it believes that Rwanda carried out its threat of 23 November to send troops to the DRC, called on foreign groups to stop lending support to insurgents. MONUC patrols said unidentified soldiers had received weapons and supplies from foreign sources. 

In response, the Mission said it was sending all its available peacekeeping troops east to Rutshuru, Kanyabonga, Rwindi, Goma, Beni, Lubero, Butembo, Masisi, Walikale and Nyabiondo. 

Heeding Annan’s zero-tolerance on sex abuse, UN suspends two soldiers in Burundi 

17 December - Implementing Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s policy of zero tolerance for sexual abuse by United Nations personnel, the UN mission in Burundi has suspended with immediate effect two military peacekeepers caught in the latest in a series of allegations of such wrongdoing. 

The two soldiers are under investigation for alleged sexual misconduct last weekend in Muyinga on the border with Tanzania, and an official investigation that began on Monday will conclude its work quickly, the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB) said today. 

“This mission will not waiver from its responsibility to the Burundian people and the international community to ensure absolute implementation of the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance for sexual exploitation and abuse by United Nations personnel,” it added. 

No further details or comments will be provided for the time being in order not to prejudice the official investigation, ONUB said. 

Last month Mr. Annan responded to charges that UN peacekeeping personnel in the neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) – both civilian and military – committed sexual exploitation and abuse, and vowed to put an end to such practices and hold the perpetrators responsible. 

“I am afraid there is clear evidence that acts of gross misconduct have taken place. This is a shameful thing for the United Nations to have to say, and I am absolutely outraged by it,” he added then after receiving a briefing on investigations initiated by the UN into the allegations, which he said concerned only a small number of personnel. “But it is vital that the investigations be speeded up,” he declared in a statement. 

In Côte d’Ivoire standoff, opposition-ruled north needs humanitarian aid, UN says 

17 December - With drought hitting northern farmers in divided Côte d’Ivoire and international appeals for aid funding largely ignored, United Nations programmes have received a slew of requests for food aid, safe water and medicines, while children under opposition rule there may not be allowed to take vital school examinations. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said the 2004 Humanitarian Appeal for Côte d’Ivoire had received only about one third of the required $61 million for emergency programmes, while the UN World Food Programme’s (WFP) request for 34,000 tons of food in 2005 for areas of Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Burkina Faso and Mali had received no offers. 

OCHA was going to launch a revised humanitarian appeal for Côte d’Ivoire next Monday, a UN spokesman said. 

Farmers in the Korhogo, Bouna and Ferkessedougou districts told a non-governmental organization’s (NGO) assessment mission that lack of adequate rain meant that their harvest this year had only amounted to half of that in 2003. 

In two villages near Bouaké, the opposition’s headquarters, a combined mission from OCHA, WFP and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) found that 2,500 internally displaced people (IDPs) lacked food, clean water and sanitation. 

Rebel-held areas had provided no public administration or basic social services since a violent attempt at a military coup failed in 2002. “Civilians in the North have been sinking further into poverty, having been cut off from the commercial activities and social services of the South,” OCHA said. 

Meanwhile, the Government was not organizing end of school year examinations for 350,000 young students in the north. 

“This impasse is also jeopardizing the 2005 school year, which would leave these and thousands of other children vulnerable to delinquency, association with or recruitment into armed or violent activities, and sexual and economic exploitation,” OCHA said. 

UN announces accord to move forward in Kosovo on building multiethnic society 

17 December - The top United Nations envoy for Kosovo today announced agreement with the new local government on speeding moves towards a multiethnic society in the province, which the UN has run since 1999 when the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove Yugoslav troops out amid Albanian-Serb fighting. 

The plan is seen as a crucial step along the road to determining the final status of Kosovo, where Albanians outnumber other communities, mainly Serbs, by about 9 to 1. Before NATO’s intervention the province was ruled from Belgrade, Serbia’s capital. 

The issue of minorities has been a major stumbling block. Serb participation in recent elections was very poor and in his most recent report on the province Secretary-General Kofi Annan cited as a cause for concern the low return of minorities who had fled fighting and harassment. 

“I welcome the very quick start we have seen from the Government, bearing in mind they have just taken office only two weeks ago,” Mr. Annan’s Special Representative, Søren Jessen-Petersen, said in Pristina, Kosovo’s capital. 

“Today’s agreement shows that we are moving quickly in the right direction,” he added, noting that all involved have a very tight timetable to meet by mid-2005, when they need to show clear progress in order to move on to final status talks. 

Mr. Jessen-Petersen and Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj, named following elections in October, agreed on one of Mr. Annan’s key recommendations, “the prioritization of Standards.” In lay terms this means deciding which to tackle first among eight goals in such areas as building democratic institutions, enforcing minority rights, creating a functioning economy and establishing an impartial legal system. 

The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) did not specifically spell out the order but said the priorities selected are those “most urgent for, and central to, the development of a sustainable, multi-ethnic Kosovo where all people can live, work, travel and prosper in safety and security.” 

Their implementation is key to unlocking further progress on all the Standards, which are essential “for bringing Kosovo closer to Euro-Atlantic structures, expectations and aspirations,” it added. 

Mr. Haradinaj committed his government to implementing them. “I hope that the leaders of all the communities of Kosovo will join me in this effort, for which we would also like to have the full support of UNMIK,” he said. 

He heads what is officially called the Provisional Institutions of Self Government (PISG), to which UNMIK has been incrementally handing over such powers as energy, local self-government, and returns and communities. 

Mr. Jessen-Petersen today also welcomed additional funding of €23.9 million (euro) from the European Commission, which will support PISG in implementing the Standards. 

He noted specifically that nearly €13 million are earmarked for economic development, one of Mr. Annan’s key recommendations. “The economy in Kosovo is in a dire situation, and the EU can play an increasing role in partnership with the PISG in creating prospects for the unemployed,” he said. 

Another €5 million will be added to programmes for the return of internally displaced persons, and the envoy said he was confident the PISG would make good use of the new funding to improve the conditions for sustainable returns. 

Hundreds of thousands of refugees in Kenya will go hungry without urgent aid – UN 

17 December - Warning that hundreds of thousands of mainly Sudanese and Somali refugees in Kenya will go hungry without immediate donations of cash or food commodities, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today issued an urgent appeal for $9 million to tide them over for the next six months. 

“Less and less food has been reaching refugee families,” WFP Country Director Tesema Negash said. “Instead of 26 kilos of food for two weeks, a family of three now has to make do with 23 kilos. It will get continually worse unless contributions come forward urgently.” 

WFP urgently needs the donations to avoid further reductions in food aid for the 224,000 refugees living in Kenya. Food rations were already cut by 12 per cent in November, when the agency ran out of wheat flour, a staple. Other food supplies will start to run out by mid-March, and by April, WFP will have exhausted all available commodities for the refugees. 

“Each time we reduce food rations in the camps, we see the level of malnutrition increase and the refugees become more vulnerable to disease. We do not want to see this happen again,” Mr. Negash said. 

Refugees in Kenya are mainly from war-torn Sudan and Somalia. By law they are confined to camps in Kakuma and Dadaab, in northern and eastern Kenya, which are areas of chronic poverty. The harsh and impoverished environment around the camps means they are highly unlikely to find jobs or any other means of feeding themselves. 

In move that could cut massive drug trade, UN will revive Afghan sugar industry 

17 December - In a move that could curb the massive growth in opium production in Afghanistan, origin of much of the world’s heroin, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today announced plans to help the war-torn country to resume sugar production. 

Through a project financed by Germany, FAO will rehabilitate Afghanistan’s only sugar factory, which ceased operations in the late 1970s, forcing the country to rely entirely on importing 300,000 tons every year. 

"The revival of the sugar industry could offer an alternative to poppy production and could help to boost incomes of family farmers by introducing a profitable cash crop," Serge Verniau, FAO Representative in Kabul, the Afghan capital, said. 

In what it called “a clear and present danger,” the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) last month released a report showing that with 131,000 hectares dedicated to opium farming this year, Afghanistan had established a double record - the highest drug cultivation in the country's history, and the largest in the world. 

It called on the international community to do more in the country's battle against the illicit drug trade or risk it becoming a "narco-State." 

Germany has recently signed six new projects with FAO for a total value of $3.3 million covering not only the factory rehabilitation but also projects for animal health and livestock production. 

The factory is located 250 kilometres northwest of Kabul, an area which is considered to be the most suitable for sugar beet production. FAO will help to identify farmers to cultivate exclusively sugar beet under contract. Some 2 000 growers will be selected and organized into groups. 

UN refugee agency launches first seaborne repatriation to Liberia 

17 December - In the first sea movement of the United Nations refugee agency’s Liberian repatriation programme, nearly 400 people are on their way home from Ghana as part of an operation that is expected to see the eventual return of 340,000 exiles from all over West Africa now that peace is taking hold in their war-shattered country. 

The inaugural sea voyage brings to nearly 1,400 the number of Liberians who have returned home from Ghana since the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) started facilitating repatriation in October. The majority returned by air. In all, some 2,000 of the 42,000 Liberians in Ghana have so far expressed a desire to go home. 

The latest group of 385 Liberians left Ghana's main port of Tema on board the MV Cerano on Wednesday for the three and a half day journey, carrying with them livestock, personal effects, commercial bread ovens and food such as yams and peanuts. 

Over the next three years, UNHCR plans to repatriate some of the estimated 340,000 Liberians who fled 14 years of vicious civil war to neighbouring countries, with 150,000 expected to return in 2005 alone. 

Once home, UNHCR pursues a range of efforts to facilitate the refugees’ reintegration of Liberian refugees, including education programmes, infrastructural development and vocational skills training. 

On arrival, the returnees are provided with an assistance package comprising food, household items and basic tools to support their reintegration. Some receive onward transportation or a transport allowance to cover the trip to their home areas. 

In move to boost protection, UN and Thailand re-register Myanmar refugees 

17 December - In an effort to provide protection for some 140,000 Myanmar refugees in Thailand and assist in any solution to the decade-old problem, the United Nations refugee agency (UNHCR) and the Government have begun a massive five-month-long operation to re-register the entire population of nine camps sheltering them. 

The 47-member registration team will move from camp to camp, from south to north, using UNHCR’s newly-developed ProGres software to provide an accurate record of the number of refugees and to collect additional bio-data such as digital photographs and fingerprints required by the Government. 

All of the nine camps, strung along Thailand's western border with Myanmar, are run by the Government with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) providing assistance. The exercise began on 2 December and is expected to end in April. 

The re-registration began in the densely-populated Tham Hin camp in Ratchaburi province which hosts in a 16-hectare site some 9,000 refugees from the Karen ethnic group who sought asylum during a military offensive in early 1997. 

The information will help UNHCR provide protection for the refugees and also assist with requirements for any eventual durable solution, the agency said in Bangkok, the Thai capital. It will also help NGOs provide better assistance to the refugees, many of whom have been living in the camps for nearly a decade. The camp population was first registered in 1999, but only very limited data was collected at that time. 

UN summit meeting in 2005 to review progress towards global anti-poverty goals 

17 December - The United Nations General Assembly today approved a multi-stage work plan for 2005 that culminates in a high-level review of worldwide progress towards attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) just ahead of commemorations of the world body’s sixtieth anniversary next September. 

Unanimously adopting a resolution on the format and organization of its work from late June through mid-September, the Assembly agreed that a High-Level Millennium review would be held from 14 to 16 September, and include the same format of debates and roundtable discussions of the 2000 Millennium Summit. 

At that meeting four years ago, world leaders adopted the Millennium Declaration that provided a blueprint to build a better and safer world for the next century through collective security and a global partnership for development. The MDGs themselves aim at a series of ambitious targets, ranging from halving extreme poverty, to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS, to providing universal primary education, all by 2015. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a report last month unveiling his ideas for the five-year review summit that the decisions to be taken at the meeting “may determine the whole future of the United Nations.” 

He added: “Even more important, they will offer us our best – perhaps our only – chance to ensure a safer, more just and more prosperous world in the new century, not only for our own sakes but for those of our children and grandchildren.” 

The Assembly also decided to hold a High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development as a follow-up to the 2002 UN International Conference on Financing for Development, which was held in Monterrey, Mexico. The session would convene from 27 and 28 June 2005 in New York immediately prior to the ministerial segment of the 2005 substantive session of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in order for the Dialogue’s recommendations to be considered during the preparatory process for the Millennium review. 

For its sixtieth session, the Assembly scheduled its traditional general debate – which attracts heads of State and government from across the planet – for 17 September to 23 September, and 26 September to 28 September 2005 on the understanding that those arrangements in no way created a precedent for future sessions. 

Thousands at risk of displacement in Colombia due to armed groups – UN 

17 December - Thousands of people in an area of northwestern Colombia that was the site of a church massacre two years ago are living in fear and are at risk of displacement because of the growing number of irregular armed groups in the region, the United Nations refugee agency reported today in its latest update on the situation. 

As part of its ongoing monitoring of the increasing insecurity, a UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) mission this week visited the Bojayá region, where 119 people taking refuge in a church in the town of Bellavista were killed by explosives in 2002, and reported that residents remain fearful of potential clashes between the groups. 

Some 7,000 people live in the municipality, in Chocó province, about 5,000 of whom are at direct risk of displacement. The area has already seen significant flight this year, UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva. Some 1,200 indigenous Embera fled their homes in March, but later returned over the summer. Another 1,000 Afro-Colombians fled in May. 

In response to the deteriorating situation, UNHCR is contributing to the building of community centres that can be used as emergency shelters. 

Meanwhile in south Chocó, the situation seems to be stabilizing in the Middle San Juan area, where clashes late last month between armed groups in the community of Bebedó left at least 12 dead, including four civilians, according to the agency. Some 2,000 people who were at risk of displacement have remained in their communities and the Colombian army has now returned to the area. 

UN Geneva office bugged, latest reported case of spying on world body officials 

17 December - A sophisticated bugging device has been found in a room used for high-level meetings at the United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG), the world body’s largest duty station outside its New York Headquarters, but it is not known who was responsible for this latest reported tapping of UN premises, a UN spokesperson said today. 

The device was discovered during renovations between the summer and autumn to the Salon Français, which has hosted such sessions as Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s trilateral meeting with Presidents Jacques Chirac of France and Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in March this year. The salon is also used for video teleconferences with the New York Headquarters. 

When media reports in February alleged that Mr. Annan’s conversations in his 38th floor New York office were tapped by British intelligence, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said such activities “would undermine the integrity and confidential nature of diplomatic exchanges. Those who speak to the Secretary-General are entitled to assume that their exchanges are confidential,” he added. 

He said then that the UN would step up routine technical measures aimed at guarding against such invasions of privacy, noting that its premises are inviolable under international law “and we expect all Member States to respect their commitment. We’re throwing down a red flag and saying, ‘If this is true, please stop it,’” he stressed. 

Earlier this week Mr. Eckhard refused to comment on media reports that the United States administration had dozens of intercepts of phone calls by Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA), the UN watchdog entrusted with preventing the spread of nuclear weapons. The calls were said to have been with Iranian diplomats over that country’s nuclear programme. 

Confirming the Geneva case, the Director of the Information Service there, Marie Heuzé, told a news briefing: “UN technical workmen found what is considered to be a sophisticated listening device. An investigation has failed to determine who could have planted the device.” 

UNOG has more than 1,600 staff, provides critical support to the Organization’s efforts, and services over 8,000 meetings every year, making it one of the busiest intergovernmental conference centres in the world and a focal point for multilateral diplomacy. 

“Together, we strive to strengthen our contribution towards realizing the vision of the United Nations for a more stable, secure and prosperous world for all,” it says in its mission statement. 

After five years of service, UN’s Middle East envoy bids farewell to staff in Gaza 

17 December - The outgoing United Nations envoy for the Middle East today visited Gaza to bid farewell to the UN family after more than five years of serving as Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s senior representative in the strife-torn region. 

Terje Roed-Larsen, the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, will leave the region tomorrow to assume new responsibilities as Mr. Annan’s top aide on the question of foreign troops in Lebanon. His formal title will be the Special Envoy for the implementation of Security Council resolution 1559. 

The 57-year old Norwegian diplomat will be based in New York and will also serve as the President of the International Peace Academy. 

UN agricultural fund lending money to train poorest farmers in Lesotho 

17 December - The poorest farmers in three southern districts in Lesotho will be the beneficiaries of a new $12 million programme to improve their farming techniques and livestock production, as well as to upgrade veterinary and slaughterhouse services, the United Nations agricultural fund said today. 

The programme will teach the farmers better use and management of land and water while improving traditional animal husbandry techniques, the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) said. 

IFAD will lend the Government of Lesotho $10.1 million for the programme, while the Government will donate $1.7 million and the farmers themselves will invest $200,000 in soil and water conservation projects. 

UN labour agency hails role of microcredit in creating job, slashing poverty 

17 December - Stressing that micro-financing is crucial to poverty reduction worldwide, the United Nations labour agency has hailed the work of a United States-based non-governmental organization that seeks to reach 100 million of the poorest families with very small loans by the end of 2005, the UN International Year of Microcredit. 

“The successes of microfinance institutions around the world - from Bangladesh to Bolivia, from Uganda to the Philippines - testify to the power of microcredit in charting a sustainable route out of poverty," International Labour Office (ILO) Juan Somavia said of new report by the Microcredit Summit Campaign 2004. 

The Campaign, a program of RESULTS Educational Fund, says it has already helped an estimated 274 million family members, (a figure nearly equal to the total population of the United States) by extending small loans on favourable terms and other financial and business services to the self employed, thus creating jobs. 

Microcredit “promotes self-employment and helps people expand their economic activities so they can hire others,” Mr. Somavia said. 

Microfinance often plays a critical role in the ILO's programmes, particularly those aimed at helping countries implement core labour standards such as the elimination of forced labour and child labour. 

Over the past decade, the ILO has pioneered several microfinance applications: linking worker remittances to microfinance, post-conflict microfinance, micro-leasing, micro-insurance and micro-equity. It will be participating in activities relating to the International Year of Microcredit. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
17 December 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**SG in Brussels
Today the Secretary-General addressed the summit of the European Council in Brussels, telling gathered European leaders that the strong European-UN partnership gives him hope that they can make progress to meet the threats of the twenty-first century.

He urged the leaders to be ready over the coming year to reach agreement and take action on the recommendations by the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change which was recently released.

He told them, “If 2003 was a year of deep division and 2004 has been a time of sober reflection, 2005 must be a year of bold action.  Historic, fundamental progress is possible”, he said.  And we have a complete version of his speech available upstairs.

The Secretary-General then spoke at a joint press conference that included European Council President Jan Balkenende, who started off by saying that “Kofi Annan can be sure the European Union is a partner for him and the United Nations”.

The Secretary-General was asked about Cyprus, and he said that he has indicated that the parties should reflect on the way ahead, and, after they have done that, his good offices could be available.  But for the moment, he added, he has no plans to resume the talks.  And of course we will have the full text of his press conference available upstairs.

**SG Bilaterals
He also held a number of bilateral meetings in Brussels.  This morning, he met privately for half an hour with British Prime Minister Tony Blair.

In the afternoon, he had a private meeting with Javier Solana, the European Union’s High Level Representative for Common, Foreign and Security Policy.  He then saw Belgian Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt for a detailed discussion of the current situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

In the evening, he was to meet first with José Manuel Barosso, the President of the European Commission, and then with the EU Commissioner for External Relations, Benita Ferrero Waldner.  And we expect a joint press conference some time after this briefing.

**SG in Washington
And yesterday, before heading off to Brussels, the Secretary-General met in Washington with U.S. National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice.  They had a very positive and substantive meeting, on a whole range of issues, including Iraq, Afghanistan, Sudan, Haiti, Liberia and the Middle East Peace Process -- including the upcoming Palestinian presidential elections. 

**Deputy Secretary-General
And today the Deputy Secretary-General is in WashingtonD.C. this morning to attend an Open Forum, organized jointly by the Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) and the United Nations Foundation.  The focus of her intervention is “An agenda for UN Reform in 2005:  Iraq, Darfur and Beyond.” She will be back at Headquarters this afternoon.

**DR Congo
Regarding the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the UN Mission there congratulated the DRC’s government for its decision to send an investigation and conciliation team to the country’s east following an outbreak of fighting there, centred around the locality of Kanyabayonga, and which is believed to involve a rebel faction of the national army.  The government team, composed of senior officials, was flown to Goma today, by planes belonging to the UN Mission.

The UN Mission is also calling on the rebel troops to stop fighting, and for a unilateral truce ordered by the DRC government to be respected.  The Mission is currently proceeding with the redeployment of all its available troops to the North Kivu, in order to dissuade the rebel troops from continuing their activities.  The Mission says it’s extremely concerned about the new crisis provoked by the fighting -- which is said to have displaced more than 30,000 people.  It’s currently assessing the displaced persons’ humanitarian needs.

Separately, the Mission says it’s convinced that foreign troops have entered the DRC in the wake of threats made to that effect by the Rwandan government in late November.  The Mission is calling for foreign groups engaged in the conflict to halt all support to the rebel troops.

Since the beginning of the crisis, the UN Mission has stepped up its reconnaissance patrols in the province of North Kivu –- and these patrols have confirmed that unidentified soldiers have weapons and supplies of foreign origin.  And we have more information available upstairs.

**Security Council
Turning to the Council, this morning, Chilean Ambassador Heraldo Munoz briefed Council members on the work of the Sanctions Committee on Al-Qaida and the Taliban, which he chairs.  And he said this was his last briefing as Chairman of that Committee.

**Security Council -- Thursday
Yesterday afternoon, the Council held scheduled consultations on Somalia.  Members also received an update on the latest developments on Haiti, and afterwards the Council adopted a presidential statement on Côte d’Ivoire.

As you’ll recall, the Security Council last month imposed an arms embargo on Côte d’Ivoire and gave the parties to the conflict until 15 December to implement their commitments under the peace agreements or also face travel bans and a freeze in financial assets.

In the statement yesterday afternoon, Council members deplored the fact that the parties have not implemented all their commitments and expressed their intention to consider without delay further steps to ensure the effective monitoring and implementation of the arms embargo.

In the statement read out by its President, Ambassador Abdallah Baali of Algeria, the Council expressed full support for the facilitation mission taken by South African President Thabo Mbeki on behalf of the African Union to promote dialogue and relaunch the peace and national reconciliation process in that country.

It underlined that any failure by the Ivorian parties to respect their commitments to President Mbeki would constitute a threat to the implementation of peace and national reconciliation process, as defined in the Linas-Marcoussis and Accra III Agreements.

**Côte d’Ivoire
On the ground, UN peacekeepers and government troops are preparing joint patrols in Abidjan and other key towns, which are scheduled to start this Saturday.

Meanwhile, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says that recent assessments undertaken by UN aid agencies in Côte d’Ivoire reveal that the humanitarian needs are growing in the north of the country.  And we have a press release upstairs available and more details.

Also, we expect a revised humanitarian appeal to be launched on Monday.

**Burundi
From Burundi, we have been informed that two soldiers serving with the United Nations peacekeeping operation in Burundi have been suspended from duty with immediate effect.  The UN mission says that the two soldiers are currently under investigation for allegations of sexual misconduct this past weekend in Muyinga.  An official United Nations investigation commenced on Monday and will conclude its deliberations as soon as possible.

The UN Mission in Burundi says it will not waiver from its responsibility to the Burundian people and international community to ensure absolute implementation of the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance for sexual exploitation and abuse by United Nations personnel.

**Kosovo
From Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, and Ramush Haradinaj, Kosovo’s Prime Minister of the province, this morning announced an agreement between the Government and the UN mission in Kosovo, on the prioritisation of certain standards, which include the issues of returns, freedom of movement, the rule of law, and decentralization.

They are considered the most urgent, in terms of developing a sustainable, multi-ethnic Kosovo, and their implementation has been designated key to unlocking further progress on the other standards as well.

**Middle East
From the Middle East today, the UN’s outgoing Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Terje Roed-Larsen visited Gaza to bid farewell to the UN family after over five years of serving as the Secretary-General’s senior representative in the region.

Roed-Larsen will leave the region tomorrow to assume new responsibilities as the Secretary’s Special Envoy for the implementation of Security Council Resolution 1559 (2004).  He will be based in New York and as you know, he will also serve as the President of the InternationalPeaceAcademy.

**WFP –- Kenya
A couple of more items:  The World Food Programme (WFP) today warned that 224,000 refugees in Kenya will go hungry unless it receives immediate donations.  Rations were already cut by 12 per cent in November, and the agency requires 
$9 million for the next six months to avoid further reductions.  By April, all available commodities will have been exhausted.  And WFP has assisted refugees in Kenya, who are mainly from Sudan and Somalia, since 1991.

**Backgrounders
Finally, available upstairs two background notes; one on UN Peacekeeping Operations and the other on UN Political and Peace building missions.  And they are available upstairs for your information.

**Press Conference –- Monday
Press conferences on Monday, right here in 226, Mr. Zepherin Diabre, the Associate Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and Ms. Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate for 2004, will brief you on the observance of UN Day for South-South Cooperation.

**UN TV –- World Chronicle
UN TV programme World Chronicle will be shown today.  The topic will be “Complex Humanitarian Emergencies” and the guest will be Kevin Kennedy, from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  You can watch that at 3:30 on channels 3 or 31.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And today, thank God, being Friday, we have the Week Ahead for you for next week.

Evelyn?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Stéphane, Three things:  I want to thank you for putting up the EU press conference this morning.  You didn’t just say what the Secretary-General said but what whomever he was speaking to said.  I know there must be a reason for it, but it is totally useless what you did yesterday and before, when you put out the Secretary-General’s comments without Colin Powell’s or any other person he was talking to.  No professional journalist could possibly use that.  And I am not sure why you’re doing it that way, but maybe, you know, maybe you should just stop.

Anyway, on Burundi, do you have any more details on that?

Associate Spokesman:  We just got this recently... (Interrupted).

Question:  Yes, I saw it.

Associate Spokesman:  ...we’ll get more details as they come in.

Question:  And on the Sudan, there has been alarming statements by the AU today from Abuja, saying that astronomical quantities of arms and ammunitions have been put into Darfur.  And the other statement is that it is a time bomb waiting to explode.  And we’d like some reaction from here on that.

Associate Spokesman:  I haven’t seen those comments, but we will get you something as soon as we can.  Massoud?  [The Secretary-General later reacted from Brussels during a press encounter.]

Question:  Yes, Stéph, do you have any reaction, there is a very huge ad in The New York Times about Jewish groups, about the United Nations, the discrimination against Israel?  Do you have any reaction to that?

Associate Spokesman:  I think if you look back at the Secretary-General’s record since he came into office, you will see that he has worked very actively with the Israeli governments and he has reached out to Jewish groups notably.  In terms cooperation with the Israeli government, I’d point out to you the fact that Israelis and Lebanese both agreed on having the UN demarcate the Blue Line in southern Lebanon.  The UN envoy has been actively involved with the Israeli authorities during his time as the Middle East Coordinator.  And the Secretary-General has spoken out forcibly against anti-Semitism.  He has held a number of seminars here at the UN.  So, I think the charges against him are unfounded.

Question:  Not to belabour the point, or to take the temperature on Iraq since the Secretary-General’s meeting yesterday with Mr. Powell, is there emphasis to, I mean the whole Administration is saying to increase the number of UN personnel over there.  Are there any movements being made towards that direction?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, we’re not yet at the number of 25 electoral personnel in Iraq proper, but we’re moving to that goal.  And as we’ve often said, we also have almost an equal number backing them up in Jordan and we have people working at Headquarters.  So, we’re working towards the numbers that we feel are sufficient to provide very active support to the Iraq Electoral Commission.  Yes, Mohammad?

Question:  Stéphane, Mr. Powell yesterday clearly expressed his confidence of Mr. Annan.  Do you have any information that Ms. Rice also gives the same support to Mr. Annan?

Associate Spokesman:  You know, the purpose of the visit in Washington was to present the High-level Panel’s report to a very influential audience in Washington and to have very substantive working meetings with US Administration officials, including Powell and Rice.  So, the objective of the visit was accomplished.  The discussions with Ms. Rice did not focus at all on the Secretary-General’s job.  They focused on issues that are important to the U.S. and to the United Nations, in which we’re working very closely with them, which includes Iraq, the Middle East, Afghanistan and all the others which we have mentioned.  Yes?

Question:  Do you know if the Secretary-General will be having his end-of-year press conference or is that going to be re-scheduled for 2005?

Associate Spokesman:  We’re working on a very tight calendar.  So, I hope to have an announcement on that very soon for you.  Yes?

Question:  Mr. Larsen’s position to do with resolution 1559.  What is it?

Associate Spokesman:  It’s a resolution having to do with Lebanon, and that post will basically be just, punctually, the Secretary-General will call on him to assist in the writing of the report as required by the resolution.  Yes, Peter?

Question:  Stéphane, as you have mentioned Burundi, saying there are sex allegations, and there have been a number of (Inaudible), a long line of them.  Do you have a list or some information of how many of the peacekeeping missions are being plagued by this type of allegation?  And what is being contemplated to halt this plague?

Associate Spokesman:  It’s a multi-pronged approach. This is a problem that the Secretary-General takes extremely seriously.  At the mission level, they have reinforced, with having what we call personal conduct officers, which will work with the peacekeeping troops with a lot of back up here at Headquarters.  And, as you know, the Secretary-General has called on Prince Zeid, the Jordanian Permanent Representative here at the UN, to address the issue of sexual exploitation and to work closely with the troop-contributors and the police contributing countries.

Question:  What’s the number of missions that are affected by this?

Associate Spokesman:  I’ll get you the number after the briefing.

Question:  Off-hand, the Congo, Burundi...? 

Associate Spokesman:  I’d rather not speak off-hand.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Regarding Haiti, did you receive anything from MINUSTAH in Haiti?

Associate Spokesman:  No, I didn’t get anything this morning, but I’ll be happy to check right after the briefing for you. Yes, sir?

Question:  Is there a final clear decision from the UN to help any effort for the Iraqi elections in terms of numbers?  More than what has been said?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  I think we’ve been very clear.  We’ve worked extremely closely with the Iraqi Interim Government and we helped create the structure for the Iraq Independent Electoral Commission.  We’ve worked hand-in-hand with them to support them in achieving the goal of having fair and credible elections by the end of January.

Question:  But are you going to have offices in different cities, like some Member States were asking?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I think we’ve announced last week that we’re looking at sending assessment missions to Basra and Erbil to open up offices with a view to sending people in early in the New Year.

Question:  How many people?

Associate Spokesman:  I think four or five per office.  But I think it’s a little premature.  It depends on the security assessment.

Question:  Are you satisfied with all the guarantees for security... (interrupted)?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, obviously we will not progress and send more people without having the assurances that we need for security.  So, as we grow in size in the mission it’s because we do have the security assurances that we need.

Question:  Did Washington give the signal?  I mean, last week?

Associate Spokesman:  It’s an ongoing process.  Yes, Evelyn?

No?  Good. Thank you.
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