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 UK Warns Women to Limit Canned Tuna Consumption Due to Mercury; 

      US Fails to Act 

On Monday, the British Food Safety Agency warned pregnant and nursing women -- and those considering

      pregnancy -- to limit consumption of tuna to two cans per week because of concerns that mercury "could

      present a health hazard" to an "unborn child's developing nervous system." Today, an international mercury watchdog group applauded Britain's precautionary approach, but questioned why other countries -- and especially the United States -- haven't taken similar steps to protect the unborn. 

      "At the recent U.N. Environment meeting in Nairobi, Environment Ministers agreed that mercury was a serious  global pollutant that warranted immediate action," said Michael T. Bender of the Mercury Policy Project and   a representative of the Ban Mercury Working Group at the U.N. meeting. "We urge all countries to follow  Britain's lead and protect the unborn from mercury by warning pregnant women to limit fish consumption."  The Nairobi agreement calls for immediate action to alert the public to exposure risks from mercury, and  "especially vulnerable groups such as pregnant women and babies." While some countries may not be fully  unaware of low-level mercury exposure risks from those fish consumed most often, last July the U.S. Food   and Drug Administration's food safety committee recommended that pregnant women be warned about  mercury levels in canned tuna. However, after several months, the U.S. FDA has failed to act. 

      "Canned tuna is the most consumed fish in the U.S., and in many cases the only fish pregnant women eat,"

      said MPP Director Bender. "Given the recent U.N. decision, we question why FDA has failed to warn pregnant  women to protect the unborn." 

      Mercury is released into the atmosphere from coal-fired power plants, mining, waste disposal, and industrial  processes like chlor-alkali plants. Descending from polluted air into water, mercury works its way up the food   chain and can cause brain and nerve damage resulting in impaired coordination, blurred vision, tremors,   irritability and memory loss, behavioral problems and loss of intelligence, and cardiovascular disease. 

      New medical evidence indicates that very low levels of mercury exposure may cause damage to unborn      babies and young children. Data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control indicates that one in 12 women of childbearing age has mercury levels above those considered safe by the Environmental Protection Agency,      translating into more than 300,000 children born each year in the U.S. at risk from exposure to mercury. Ten      states advise pregnant women and children to limit consumption of canned tuna due to mercury. 

      According to a U.S. EPA scientist attending the U.N. Environment meeting in Geneva last September, "The  reason for breaking out canned tuna separately is because people eat so much more of it than other kinds of  fish so that the actual exposure of canned tuna is probably the largest, on average, exposure of people to     mercury. In fact, even at the average exposure of 0.2 (parts per million) or there abouts you can easily      exceed the (U.S. EPA's) reference dose at non-pathological levels." 

      For more information: http://www.foodstandards.gov.uk/news/pressreleases/tuna_mercury      http://www.mercurypolicy.org/new/documents/MercuryContaminatedSea food.pdf

      http://www.mercurypolicy.org/new/documents/FDArelease072602.pdf

      http://www.ban.org/Ban-Hg-Wg/Mercury.ToxicTimeBomb.Final.PDF

      http://www.unep.org/Documents/Default.asp?DocumentID=277&ArticleI D=3211

      http://www.chem.unep.ch/mercury, 

      http://www.usnewswire.com 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

The Nelson Mail (New Zealand) 

February 19, 2003, Wednesday 

 'The world should be very afraid' 

      BODY: 

      Philip Woollaston, formerly both Nelson's MP and mayor, learned about the effects of the Gulf War during his  time with the United Nations. He gave this address to the Nelson Peace Group's rally at the Church Steps on  Saturday. 

      T welve years ago, after retiring from Parliament, I went to work for the UN Environment Programme.

      Within three months the Gulf War broke out. It was triggered by Iraq's (or rather Saddam Hussein's) invasion  of Kuwait. At the UNEP we were involved in monitoring the immediate environmental effects of the Gulf War.   They were horrific, mainly the result of leaking and burning oil wells. Only later we learned of the

      environmental and human effects of the terrible weapons used, such as chemical weapons and depleted

      uranium shells. 

      Technically that war has not ended. We are now seeing an attempt to re-kindle it on the flimsiest of

      pretexts and without international sanction. It is becoming clear that some political and religious

      fundamentalists of the Right want a new crusade against Islam. 

      That position is just as morally bankrupt and intellectually indefensible as that of those Islamic extremists

      who want a Jihad against the West. At best it is a near-hysterical response to the horror of the September

      11 attack on innocent civilians in New York. At worst it is a great deal more sinister than that. 

      But when the governments of the world's superpowers base their foreign policy on emotion and hysteria

      rather than on reason, the world should be very afraid. 

      There has been enough hysteria, enough rhetoric. The world now needs a breathing space - time for some

      rational examination of the facts. That is what Hans Blix and the other UN officials charged with

      investigating the facts in Iraq are asking for. They tell us they are getting the information they need, they

      are receiving the necessary cooperation - even if reluctantly given. They must be given the extra time they

      seek so the UN can have the information it needs for sound decisions. 

      And when we do take time for reflection, some facts become obvious. 

      First, that there is a problem of terrorism throughout the world. It needs to be addressed, but that is not a

      licence for Messrs Blair and Bush to attack whoever they wish to. 

      Second, that there is a problem in Iraq. A problem of human rights denials, genocide, oppression and

      aggression. A problem, incidentally, which is connected with the West's installation years ago of Saddam

      Hussein as Iraqi leader. 

      Third, that neither the terrorist threat nor Iraqi aggression can be dealt with in isolation from the rest of the

      Middle East - including the problems of the Palestinian people. 

      And finally, that if we are to achieve a safe and orderly world - a goal that both Prime Minister Blair and

      President Bush claim to subscribe to - then all nations must subject themselves to the rule of law. That

      means the powerful and their friends and clients as well as the poor and disadvantaged. 

      That means that all the UN resolutions concerning the Middle East must be given effect to and enforced,

      including those on Palestine. 

      And they must be enforced by legal means, through properly constituted institutions and by nations acting

      together after due consideration. Not by the international equivalent of vigilantes and lynch mobs. 

      President Bush has said to the world ''You are with us or against us in this". That is the language of the

      playground bully. 

      It denies rational debate. It attempts to push us into a ''lose-lose'' situation. Either we give up our sovereign

      right to determine foreign policy or we are an enemy of the USA. 

      However we must not be sucked into believing that this is about being for or against America, for or against  Australia, for or against Britain. Millions of people will march for peace in those countries as this day unfolds.

      Who has the ''official'' voice in a democracy - whose turn it is to hold the levers of power - is largely an

      accident of timing. 

      We must not be side-tracked into ''anti-anybody'' campaigns. It is the policies of those who would wage war   that we oppose. We must join with people of goodwill and humanity in every country and of every faith and   religion to demand that the United Nations be allowed to do its job in the cause of justice and peace. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

 UNEP official wins Chinese environmental award 

      BEIJING, Feb. 19 (Xinhua) -- A ranking official of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) was

      honored with a Chinese environmental award here Wednesday in recognition of her achievements in

      promoting environmental protection in China. 

      Jacqueline Larderel, UNEP assistant executive director, was cited mainly for advocating clean production

      across China, which   was aimed at improving the efficiency of energy consumption and reducing pollution

      during industrial production. Larderel also helped China to carry out international technical assistance,

      training and cooperation in fields such as sustainable tourism, protection of the ozone layer, treatment of

      persistent organic pollutants, and management of urban environment. 

      The Award for International Cooperation on Environmental Protection, set up by the State Environmental

      Protection Administration (SEPA) last year, is a top honor for foreigners who contribute significantly to

      China's environment-related work. 

      The biennial award is given to foreigners who "have achieved remarkable results in introducing new and

      advanced environmental theories and technologies into China, providing solutions to major

      environment-related issues in China, or raising public awareness of environmental protection in the country,"

      according to the SEPA. 

      Larderel was among the first group of the award winners. Other laureates were Crispin Tickell, an

      international member of the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development,

      Corrado Clini, an official with Italian Ministry of the Environment and Territory, and Helen Chan, a senior

      operations officer of the World Bank. 

      Clini and Chan received the award in Beijing last month. 

      LOAD-DATE: February 20, 2003

______________________________________________________________________________________

ALLAfrica

Kyemba Lands Big Unep Job 

The Monitor (Kampala) 
NEWS
February 18, 2003 
Posted to the web February 19, 2003 

By Isaac Mufumba
Kampala 

Retired politician Henry Kyemba has been appointed Rotary International's primary representative to the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi, Kenya. His appointment takes effect 1 July, according to a press release issued 16 February. Kyemba told The Monitor 17 February that his appointment is a great honour to him and the country. "This is a great honour not just for me personally, but for my country [Uganda] which has provided me and the Rotary Organisation with the necessary environment to perform and pursue the various rotary programmes that have benefited our community," he said. Meanwhile, the Rotary Presidential Conference of Peace and Development kicks off in the Kenyan capital Nairobi on 21 February. It ends 23 February. The conference will be held at Kenyatta International Conference Centre. The President Rotary International, Bhichai Rattakul will preside. 

Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki will open the conference which will discuss among others the effects of free trade on poverty alleviation, assistance to HIV victims and combating poverty, hunger and diseases like Polio and Tuberculosis. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Winter storms batter South Asia, at least 36 killed

  ISLAMABAD - Winter weather sweeping across Pakistan, India and Afghanistan this week has killed at least 36 people and injured about

  200 others, officials said. 

  At least 28 people have died in Pakistan alone, which has been battered by three days of torrential rain, with the city of Hyderabad

  particularly badly hit. 

  "Never before in more than 110 years was so much rain recorded in such a short time in Hyderabad," meteorologist Arif Mahmood told

  Reuters. 

  Most of the deaths occurred in Pakistan on Monday, but western India - close to the Pakistani border - was lashed by rain this week and

  at least two people were killed and dozens of houses damaged, officials said. 

  Three children were drowned on Monday when they were swept away by floods near the southern Afghan city of Kandahar - until now in

  the grip of a four-year-long drought. 

  Near the town of Sheikhupura in central Pakistan, high winds and driving rain killed another child and injured about 30 people when their

  houses collapsed. 

  "About 250-300 houses have been destroyed," Sheikhupura police chief Maqbool Beg told Reuters. "Many trees and electricity poles

  have been uprooted." 

  Relief workers said they had rescued about 40 labourers caught in a flash flood some 65 km (40 miles) north of Karachi this week. "We are

  also using helicopters to scout the area for people trapped in flooded areas," one said. 

  Heavy snowfall caused avalanches that shut Afghanistan's Salang tunnel, the key link between Kabul and the north. 

  There were no casualties there, but further north, three people died on Monday when their car skidded off the road in mountainous

  Badakshan province. 

  An India Meteorological Department official said fishermen had been warned against going to sea and fishing harbours and minor ports

  had been alerted. "The rains and strong winds might continue for the next 24 hours," she said. 

  The victims in Pakistan on Monday included four people killed by lightning and another seven died when a bus plunged off a hill. 

  But the rains have brought relief to many rural areas of Pakistan and Afghanistan, which have suffered years of destructive drought, the

  worst in living memory. 

  Chaudhry Qamar-uz-Zaman, director-general of Pakistan's Meteorological Office, told Reuters the rains had soaked drought-hit areas in

  Pakistan, including the Thar desert in Sindh province and Cholistan in Punjab province. 

  "It will benefit these areas a lot, it will also help the water resources of the country," he said. (With additional reporting by Zeeshan Haider

  and Thomas Kutty Abraham in Ahmedabad). _____________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

 Hot Air over Global Warming 

Julio Godoy and Sanjay Suri 

PARIS, Feb 19 (IPS) - The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is meeting in Paris this week in the face of a challenge to the very basis of its projections from two leading academics. 

”Contrary to accepted international practice, the 40 scenarios presented in the Report convert GDP (gross domestic product) data for the countries of the world to a common measure using market exchange rates, rather than purchasing power parity (PPP) rates,” Prof David Henderson, formerly chief economist with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), a group of the world's major industrial nations told IPS in London. 

Prof Henderson, now visiting professor at the London Business School, is challenging the IPCC projections along with Ian Castles of the National Centre for Development Studies at Australian National University, and formerly head of Australia's national office of statistics. 

”Because of this flawed procedure, and also because of built-in assumptions about the extent to which the gap between rich and poor countries will be closed over this century, the scenarios yield projections of GDP for developing regions which are improbably high,” he said. 

The IPCC had said in the Third Assessment Review that globally averaged mean earth surface temperature ”is projected to increase by 1.4 to 5.8 Celsius degrees over the period of 1990 to 2100.” The simple link between GDP and emissions is that emissions will rise with GDP, though several experts warn that it does not follow that they will stay very closely linked, or that they will rise in the same proportion. 

Prof Henderson says that even the scenarios which show the lowest cumulative emissions over the century do not in fact represent reasonable lower limits. ”These projections do not, as is claimed for them, encompass the full range of uncertainties about the future,” he said. ”They should not be taken as the accepted basis for the IPCC's coming Fourth Assessment Review of climate change issues.” 

Prof Henderson said: ”I hope that the Panel will recognise that our critique of the Special Report on Emissions Scenarios is well founded.” He added: ”What we are saying does not merely represent the views of two isolated persons - although neither I nor my co-author have any official status. What we are saying would receive wide professional backing.” 

Prof Henderson said it would be difficult to repeat an exercise on this scale in time for the IPCC's Fourth Assessment Review. ”But a more limited exercise should begin now to review the basis for the work on emissions, and to arrive at a new set of projections which, though less elaborately derived, would give a sounder basis than the present figures,” he said. 

Their critique goes beyond the work on emissions scenarios, he said. ”More generally, we think that the IPCC should try to ensure a more balanced, informed and professional treatment of the economic and statistical aspects of its work,” he said. 

”On the official side, there should be a greater involvement of economic ministries and statistical agencies. Among the academics who take part, there should be better representation of economic historians and historically-minded economists.” 

Nebojsa Nakicenovic, co-author of the Third Assessment Review, and economic and statistics expert at the IPCC, said the charge against the report was unfounded. Nakicenovic is project leader at the Vienna-based International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis.

”We did use PPP in our estimations,” Nakicenovic told IPS in Paris at the meeting. ”Our critics seem not to be aware that the IPCC proposed several alternative analyses. One of those uses PPP.” 

Nakicenovic admitted that PPP is a better indicator to make comparison between countries. ”But the physical world doesn't change whether we use this or another indicator to measure emissions,” he said. 

Nakicenovic said the SRES was co-authored by about 50 leading experts in social sciences, demography, economics, and statistics, and also by representatives of private sector enterprises working in fields relating to climate change. 

”Prior to our evaluations, we examined the whole literature on economic development, energy, technological change, demography, and so on,” Nakicenovic said. ”At the end of our evaluations, we compared our conclusions and the range of emissions we have calculated, and found them consistent with the prevailing literature.” 

Rajendra Pachauri, IPCC chairperson, said at the panel's opening session in Paris, that by underlining the gravity of the situation caused by global warming, the organisation touches extremely sensitive world political issues, such as the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol. 

The treaty, named after the Japanese city where it was negotiated in 1997, calls upon major industrial nations to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by 2012 to 5.2 percent below the levels in 1990. 

U.S. president George W. Bush withdrew his country's ratification of the Kyoto protocol immediately after assuming office in early 2001, arguing that the treaty was contrary to U.S. interests. 

United States generates at least 23 percent of the world's total carbon dioxide emissions. By 2001, these emissions had grown 18 percent above 1990 levels. According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration's International Energy Outlook 2002, the emissions would grow by 33-46 percent over the next two decades. 

”We cannot say whether the criticism of our work is influenced politically,” Pachauri said. ”But the fact is that our climate is changing and the consequences are very serious. Global warming demands dramatic behavioural changes on the part of individuals and societies, and we know that these changes are difficult to accept and to put into practice.” 

Pachauri recalled that some centuries ago, the London-based Flat-Earth Society used to have several thousands of members, who believe that the earth is a slice. 

”The Flat-Earth Society has only a handful of members today, and they continue to meet every year, to assert that the earth is indeed a slice,” he said. ”It is the same with climate change - you may deny it, but it is a fact.” 

However, Pachauri told media representatives Wednesday that the panel will increase the use of PPP in its next assessment review, due to be completed by 2007. (END/2003)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Prawn fishing 'plundering seas' 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     Trawling for prawns is hugely wasteful, conservationists say, and threatens other marine creatures with

     devastation. 

     They say prawn trawlers kill 150,000 marine turtles a year, and also large numbers of seahorses. 

     They want consumers not to buy prawns until supermarkets can prove they have been caught without

     harming the environment and local communities.. 

             We badly want EU trawlers to be obliged to operate to EU standards wherever they're

             fishing  Annabelle Aish, EJF 

     They also argue for an independent, internationally-accepted system of certification and monitoring of prawn production. 

     The arguments against the present practice of prawn trawling come from the Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF), a UK-based organisation which tries to link environmental problems, human rights and social need. 

     Massive waste 

     It has published a report, Squandering the Seas, which says trawling for prawns (known interchangeably as shrimps), "is  threatening ecological integrity and food security around the world". 

     The report's main findings include: trawlers catch up to 20 kilograms of other species for every one kg of prawns they take they are  responsible for one-third of the world's discarded catch, although they produce less than 2% of global seafood local fish catches can decline sharply in areas where trawlers operate the trawls cause significant damage to seabed life. Steve Trent, EJF's director,  said: "This waste, to feed a luxury market here in the UK and other developed nations, is totally unacceptable when so many in

     poorer countries are going hungry. 

     Destructive alternative 

     "Just how much is the rest of the world paying for our prawn sandwiches?" 

     The report says the ratio of bycatch (other species caught accidentally) to prawns is typically 5:1 in temperate seas, and 10:1 in the  tropics. But it says in some fisheries the ratio can be 20:1. 

     Most of the bycatch is simply thrown back into the sea dead or dying, it says. This harms the stocks on which local fishing communities depend, and deprives poor people of a key source of protein. 

     It says prawn farming is no substitute, with the farmed fish needing to be fed more than twice their own weight in wild-caught fish  before they are big enough to sell. 

     The report says: "Vast areas of mangrove forest have been destroyed to make way for shrimp pond construction, seriously affecting the coastal ecology of many tropical nations." 

     Voracious appetite 

     Often, it says, the trawlers are heavily-subsidised foreign vessels: the European Union (EU) underwrites up to 46% of the costs of  trawlers fishing for prawns off Guinea-Bissau in West Africa. 

     The EU is the world's largest prawn importer: it bought 378,375 tonnes from abroad in 2000. 

     Within the EU, the UK is the third largest importer. In 2000 it caught 2,100 tonnes of prawns in its own waters, but imported 77,900  tonnes (both fished and farmed) from elsewhere. 

     Annabelle Aish of EJF, the report's main author, told BBC News Online: "Prawn trawling often denies local fishermen the right to  earn a living and to feed their families. 

     "The boats discard species that have sustained communities for centuries. 

     Levelling up 

     "We badly want EU trawlers to be obliged to operate to EU standards wherever they're fishing. 

     "That would mean they'd have to use bycatch reduction devices, which really do work." 

     EJF also wants consumers to avoid buying prawns until supermarkets can prove they have been sustainably caught. 

     Brendan May, chief executive of the Marine Stewardship Council, told BBC News Online: "There are some good prawn fisheries, but we welcome this report. 

     "Anything which draws people's attention to the environmental cost of the fish they eat is very helpful." 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Marine Experts Unveil Secrets of Coastal Conservation 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, February 19, 2003 (ENS) - New findings about the  dynamics of coastal ocean ecosystems are prompting marine scientists to  abandon long held assumptions about life in the sea and how best to protect  it. Working along coasts from California to the Caribbean, researchers say                      they have cracked the "black box" of coastal ecosystems, revealing the inner  workings of the near shore marine environment. 

                      The results of research into topics as tiny as microscopic fish larvae, and as  broad as the 1,200 mile long California Current that sweeps the west coast of  the United States, have brought new light to questions about how to predict  and manage coastal ecosystems and marine populations. At a scientific                      symposium last weekend at the American Association for the Advancement

                      of Science (AAAS) annual meeting in Denver, Colorado, a team of scientists  said their studies show an urgent need for governments to overhaul existing  laws aimed at protecting marine ecosystems. 

                      Jane Lubchenco leads the PISCO team. (Photo courtesy PISCO)

                      "Coastal oceans are under intense pressure due to    overfishing, coastal development and land based                      pollution. Lack of understanding of the dynamics of coastal ecosystems has seriously impeded management and policy efforts," said principal investigator Jane  Lubchenco of Oregon State University. 

                      "Coastal zones are not only home to over 50 percent of  Americans - they are also home to a great majority of commercial and non-commercial marine species, as well as pivotal for industrial and recreational activities. The grand challenge is to use coastal oceans without misusing them," added Lubchenco, former  president of AAAS and a member of the Pew Oceans Commission. "Our new                      findings will greatly aid ocean protection, restoration and sustainable use." 

                      Lubchenco leads an interdisciplinary team of more than 100 ecologists, oceanographers, geneticists and engineers studying the coastal zone, extending about 10 kilometers (about six miles) out from the shore. This near shore region is often called "the bad zone" because its three dimensional  nature, complex currents, shallow water and high wave energy have stymied oceanographers and their large vessels. 

                      Now, scientists from the Partnership for Interdisciplinary Studies of Coastal Oceans (PISCO), which includes Oregon State University, Universities of California at Santa Barbara and Santa Cruz and Stanford University's Hopkins Marine Station, are comprehensively exploring the coastal zone along the U.S.  West coast. For the first time, these researchers are integrating genetics,  microchemistry, oceanography and computer based mapping to solve the  mysteries of how near shore currents link populations, habitats and ecosystems on the regional scale. 

                      "It's ironic that we've known so little about this critical area," said Steve Palumbi of Stanford's Hopkins Marine Station. "We know more about the productivity of the open ocean 1,000 miles off Hawaii, than we do 100 yards off the west coast." 

                                       Robert Warner of UC Santa Barbara (Photo courtesy UC Santa  Barbara)

                                       "We really haven't understood how coastal  ecosystems are put together - which makes it  difficult to reconstruct them," added Robert Warner  of UC Santa Barbara. "It's a very complicated place." 

                                       The researchers are finding areas of special  productivity where fishes and invertebrates concentrate and grow more quickly, and they are  beginning to understand why these concentrations                                       exist, providing new insights that apply to coastal  management worldwide. 

                      "There's certainly a lot of variation along the coast," observed Hopkins  biologist Mark Denny, the John B. and Jean De Nault Professor of Marine Sciences at Stanford. "For instance, if you put little bare plastic or ceramic  plates down in the intertidal zone in Oregon and come back a couple of weeks                      later, the plates are likely to be covered with barnacles." 

                      But when Denny and his colleagues tried the same experiment a few hundred   miles south of Oregon along California's Monterey Bay, the results were  dramatically different. 

                      Stanford biologist Mark Denny looked at variations in the  productivity of barnacles and other                      species along the U.S. west coast.  (Photo courtesy Stanford University)

                      "We put out 200 plates for  two years running, and we  had maybe 10 barnacles on all

                      of them," Denny recalled. "So  there are just whopping  differences in the rate at

                      which barnacle larvae are being recruited into the  system, depending on where  on the coast you are." 

                      Historic approaches to managing oceans have focused on individual species  or suites of similar species such as salmon or groundfish, because they were  prime targets for commercial fishing. 

                      "There is strong consensus that the 'target species' approach is insufficient and there is emerging recognition of the need to switch to ecosystem based  management, yet there is precious little understanding of what that actually  means," said Lubchenco. 

                      Ecosystem based management will require taking into account the movements  of larvae, the importance of preserving individuals and habitats, interactions among species, and how all of those change with larger scale ocean processes  such as El Nino and climate change. PISCO scientists are beginning to  visualize the spatial and temporal variability of coastal life and to tease apart                      the differences between human impacts and natural fluctuations. 

                      "We used to think that marine organisms went vast distances when they  floated in the sea, but it turns out that that they are not really going that far,"  said Palumbi. "We're finding that the oceans are not just one big  neighborhood but are chopped up into smaller ones. In fact, every bit of coastline might be a small neighborhood that we can manage and try to  preserve on its own." 

                                                     Stanford biologist Stephen Palumbi  says future conservation efforts may                                                     need to concentrate on particularly  productive "neighborhoods." (Photo courtesy Stanford University)

                                                     Findings like these may provide  the information needed to  design effective strategies for sustaining delicate coastal  marine environments, said  Palumbi, who last month                                                    authored a Pew Oceans Commission report calling for  the creation of a network of                                                    marine reserves from Hawaii to  Florida. 

                                                     "If we're going to manage the   ocean, it's really going to be on   a neighborhood by neighborhood basis," Palumbi added. "The very existence of those neighborhoods is a very different way of looking at the ocean than  we thought before." 

                      "Ten years ago, the conventional wisdom was that these populations were  just one big mix up and down the coast - and that's how fisheries are managed at the state and local level," he explained. "The fact these neighborhoods exist  means that it's possible for there to be local benefits, and that's one of the                      things that will make a big difference in getting local communities to begin  protecting chunks of the sea." 

                      Increasing numbers of people are settling along ocean coastlines, bringing  rapid changes to these areas and lending urgency to the need to examine  human impacts on coastal ecosystems, the AAAS speakers noted. 

                      PISCO researchers are hoping to learn  more about how large scale ocean  processes like storm driven waves interact with various marine species  and their habitats. (Photo courtesy   NOAA)

                      "We need to know how these  ecosystems work so that we can  make better use of applied                      management strategies," said  Warner. "Right now, it's a little  like knowing that someone is                      sick and a particular pill helps,  but not understanding why or how. We need to know the underlying                      mechanisms crucial for sustaining coastal ecosystems." 

                      A key question, Warner noted, is where various coastal marine species travel  as they grow and disperse. 

                      "These underwater environments are characterized by very complicated ocean

                      processes and by tiny organisms that are drifting in a 'blanket' for weeks or

                      months," he explained. "Eventually, they settle into habitats and replenish

                      populations. But, the real challenge is to describe this dispersal and how

                      coastal communities are put together. When settlement occurs, where do the

                      young come from? We need to know because the current trend is spatial

                      management - that is, drawing lines across the ocean, for zoning purposes." 

                      Innovative new tools, including genetic mapping of marine populations, are

                      revealing that near shore underwater neighborhoods "are a lot smaller and

                      cozier than we ever imagined," Palumbi said. 

                      Thus, "Action taken locally, in a particular area, can have a very strong

                      effect" in protecting near shore marine environments, Warner added. 

                                                In the Bahamas, divers from the U.S. National  Undersearch Research Program's Caribbean Marine Research Center prepare to drill into a  coral reef to study climate over the past 20,000                                                yrs. (Photo courtesy NOAA)

                                                New research shows that many marine   species stick close to home, or at least  do not always disperse forever, as  scientists long believed, according to  Palumbi. Such information may suggest a need to redraw ocean zoning lines. 

                                                Palumbi and Warner have written an  article that will appear in a forthcoming  issue of "Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment," the journal of the  Ecological Society of America. The article, "New Tools for Designing  Effective Marine Reserves," outlines several research tools that the authors argue will be critical to learning more about the usefulness and impact of one emerging management tool - marine reserves. 

                      Four research methods are helping scientists learn more about the impacts of  marine reserves on the ecosystems in which they are imbedded, the authors said. Remote ocean sensing, in real time, over short spatial and temporal scales, is helping scientists chart the dynamics of ocean environments at scales as small as one kilometer, revealing the physical connections between  reserve and non-reserve areas. 

                      The chemical signal of trace metals in growing skeletons of key marine species   now allows researchers to track where larvae and juveniles drift in the sea. Genetic differences among populations provide a general method for indirect   monitoring of species dispersal, both inside and outside reserves. 

                      Shore based radar is used to   monitor ocean currents in the Santa Barbara Channel and  their effects on the abundance  of rockfish larvae. (Image  courtesy UC Santa Barbara)

                      And computer based  mapping tools make it  possible to place layers  of ecosystem information                      into an accessible geographic context, using global information satellite (GIS) databases. 

                      By using such new research tools to open the black box of the near-shore  underwater world, scientists hope to better assess the array of conservation  options, from marine reserves to large scale restoration. New investigative  strategies "help inform management because they describe ecosystem                      patterns over the spatial and temporal scales that are directly relevant to conservation and ecosystem management," the "Frontiers in Ecology and the  Environment" article concludes. 

                      While the new science offers hope that scientists will someday understand   how to restore damaged ecosystems, Lubchenco cautions that much research is left to be done. 

                      "We need to acknowledge the reality of uncertainty. Even though we are  making great headway in understanding the causes of variability in ocean  populations, the complexity and inherent uncertainty of the coastal ecosystem  points towards the need to build in buffers," she said. "An example might be                     designing networks of reserves that can take advantage of variability -  protecting a variety of habitats and oceanographic features so that we will be   more likely to sustain populations in the long term, through the ups and   downs of natural fluctuations - some reserves might be good one year, others   next year, some during El Nino years." 

                      In order to restore ecosystems, managers will have to consider all scales, from larvae to the entire ecosystem. 

                      Mark Brzezinski of Oregon State  University examines silicon isotopes  using mass spectrometry, looking at  the relationships between marine  phytoplankton known as diatoms and carbon fixation in the ocean. (Photo courtesy UC Santa Barbara)

                      "Now there is real hope that  there can be local benefits  from local conservation efforts," Palumbi said. "The adage 'think globally act  locally' has never been applied   to the ocean because we                      thought the ocean would quickly dilute local conservation efforts. But now  we can begin to see how to use this powerful approach in the ocean realm." 

                      PISCO is funded by a grant from the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. Supplemental funding for PISCO related research has been provided by the  Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the National Science Foundation, the Office  of Naval Research and the National Oceanographic Partnership Program. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

        February 20, 2003

Urging Renewed Battle Against Hunger, Annan Calls for 'Green Revolution' in Africa

United Nations (New York): United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged increased global partnership across geographic and ideological borders to fight hunger and called for a green revolution in Africa to enable the continent to move towards self-sufficiency in food. Addressing the 25th anniversary session in Rome of the governing council of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the Secretary General noted that IFAD's creation was a new type of partnership - between the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and industrialized countries, between developing and developed countries - for the shared goal of eradicating poverty and hunger. Pointing out that three-quarters of the world's poor still live in rural areas, the Secretary-General said, "We must address the fact that for them, the rapid march of globalization internationally, and liberalization domestically, currently creates more risks than opportunities." He urged working together to help them reach the quality and standards required, and to ensure that trade policies and intellectual property rights allow poor producers a sustainable position in the new system. "It will require us to work towards a green revolution in Africa's agricultural sector, so that Africa may move towards the self-sufficiency that we have seen achieved elsewhere," he said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302190300.html
Niger moves to adopt national strategy on renewable energy 

Niamey, Niger (PANA) - A national forum for the development of a national strategy and action plan on new and renewable energy opened in Agadez, 900 km north of the Niger capital Niamey. Niger will use the national strategy as a basis for future policy and action in the area of renewable energy, State radio reported yesterday. Its main points include alleviation of women's chores, poverty reduction through the development of rural areas and alleviation of the pressure on firewood resources to foster environmental protection. The action plan is centered on specific objectives, including the development, adoption and implementation of a national policy on renewable energy, the setting up of an evaluation mechanism and the creation of a tax environment conducive to the promotion of renewable energy sources. The development of Niger's renewable energy strategy is part of 'Agenda 21' adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio recommending a participatory approach to meeting the needs of the poor, notably women, through the use of low-cost renewable energy sources. About 200 participants are attending the Agadez forum, including senior scientists and other specialists from Canada, Spain, France, Sweden, Maghreb and neighbouring countries. Energy consumption in Niger is among the world's lowest, with 1.5 million ton oil equivalent (TOE), which represents an annual per capita consumption of about 150 kg oil equivalent (KOE), the Niger Environment Programme for Sustainable Development (PNEDD) said in its bulletin.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng041939&dte=19/02/2003
DR Congo losing forest 

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - The Bateke Plateau forest, some 100 km east of DR Congo capital Kinshasa, is gradually disappearing, according to a study by the Department of Biology of the National Teachers' College (IPN). The study, covering the period 1987 to 2000, showed the forest has shrunk by about 30 percent. It said the "adult secondary forest" had been reduced by 1.31 percent and "young secondary forest" by 42.53 percent. The study blamed economic activities for the loss in the forest, which is exploited for charcoal, farmland and wood by sculptors. Trees are felled indiscriminately for wood or timber production, while much of the bush is burned for farming, the study said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng041839&dte=19/02/2003
Produce Copies of Environment Report, NGO Tells Govt.

The East African (Nairobi): A non-governmental organization has sued the Kenya government to compel it to make public the report of the Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for a titanium mining project in Kwale District of Coast Province. The case against the National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) was filed in the High Court by George Mulama Wamukoya on behalf of the Centre for Environmental Legal Research and Education (CELRE) on February 6. The applicant states that even after having written to NEMA on January 8, requesting a copy of the EMP, the authority did not make the report available to the interested parties. In the letter, he had requested a copy of the EMP "to enable us to review the document and advise our clients appropriately." But NEMA, through its Director General, Prof. Michael Koech, refused to give the applicant a copy, saying the "EMP was a subject of discussion between NEMA and the project proponent." By not making the EMP public, says the applicant, NEMA is disregarding sections 59 and 67(3) of the Environmental Management and Co-ordination Act of 1999. The sections provide for public reviews of such reports before a project of the magnitude of the proposed titanium mine on Kenya's Coast is implemented.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302190808.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE

General environment news 

Global warming fight going underground?

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) -- Researchers at a government-funded science organization are investigating the possibility of burying up to 1 million metric tons (1.1 million tons) of carbon dioxide to help solve the problem of greenhouse gas emissions. The Australian government -- which pumped nearly 22 million Australian dollars (US$13 million) into the research -- has drawn heavy criticism for refusing to sign the Kyoto Protocol which aims to slash the greenhouse gas emissions of industrialized nations… As part of a national experiment to show how emissions can be eliminated, scientists from the Cooperative Research Center for Greenhouse Gas Technologies are investigating whether it is feasible to lock up carbon dioxide in vast underground reservoirs left behind by mining operations... It could be stored in saline reservoir rocks, coal seams and depleted oil and gas fields. 

http://www.envirolink.org/external.html?www=http%3A//www.cnn.com/2003/TECH/science/02/19/australia.climate.ap/index.html&itemid=200302191642430.101475
EU Seeks New Eco-Partnership with Eastern Neighbors
BRUSSELS, Belgium, February 19, 2003 (ENS) - The European Commission has adopted a strategy for pan-European environmental cooperation in the political landscape emerging through enlargement of the European Union by 10 countries next year. The 10 countries are: Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovak Republic and Slovenia, most of which are located to the east of the existing 15 EU countries…The Kiev conference will set out the roadmap for future European cooperation in the era after enlargement of the European Union. Ministers will have an opportunity to assess the "Environment for Europe" process launched in 1991 after the fall of the Iron Curtain, and discuss future cooperation priorities. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/feb2003/2003-02-19-19.asp#anchor1
from Moscow:

War in Iran will destroy the environment

Kiev, 19 February 2003,  Bombardment of Irak will be devastating for its nature.  It will result not only in chemical and radiological air and water pollution, but also destroy ecological balance in the region.  If the USA use depleted uranium shells consequences will be even more ruinous for the region.

http://www.elvisti.com/2003/02/19/ecology
Ecological problems of the Black Sea

Tbilisi, 19 February, Representatives of the Government of the Adjar autonomous republic, members of the Georgian Parliament, representatives of UNESCO, ministries of urbanization, environment and natural resources, scientists attended the round table on the protection of the coastal zone of the Black Sea.  They requested Mr. E. Shevardnadze, the President of Georgia, to take into account their opinion concerning the environmental protection of the Black Sea and namely the offshore motion of the sediments.  The construction of dams in Turkey (river Chorikhi) already agreed with Georgia will considerably threaten the environment of the Black Sea coastal zone.

http://www.oreanda.ru/
Meeting on the Caspian Sea legal status postponed again

Baku, 19 February 2003,   Meeting of the expert group on the legal status of the Caspian Sea was postponed again.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan informed that it would take place at the end of this month.

http://www.oreanda.ru
Saigas are in danger

Kiev, 17February 2003,  The number of saigas ( Saiga tartarica ) in Central Asia is falling down at a dramatic speed.  Presently only 30 thousand species are identified, while 10 years ago the number was more than a

million.   Worse, there are very few male saigas left.  They are hunted since their horns are widely used in the traditional Chinese medicine.

http://www.elvisti.com/2003/02/17/ecology
 ________________________________________________________________________________________

ُEgypt
Egypt is the 1st Country that adopted the World Health Programme at Schools

It achieved the first position in the Arab Region level in adopting and implementing the World Health Programme at schools which are committed with the health environment requirements. The Egyptian  Minister of Education declared that with the coordination of the WHO they will hold a National Conference of Schools that will discuss the development of Health awareness among students, creating links between schools, and home.        

http://www.ahram.org.eg/Index.asp?CurFN=EGYP14.HTM&DID=7671
Egypt is going to submit seven papers to Japan Third World Water Forum

In the Third World Water Forum which will be held in Japan, Egypt will submit seven papers on its recent activities on the ability to convert the desert areas into a green developmental areas. The Egyptian Water Resources Minister declared that he will hold a special session in the Forum to discuss the subject of funding the Water projects in Egypt.     

http://www.ahram.org.eg/Index.asp?CurFN=EGYP5.HTM&DID=7671
Oman
Implementing Environmental Projects in Oman/ A National Strategy and Workplan on Biodiversity and a project study on the characteristic of the Marine Environment

Oman Environment is recognized of its diversity in climate and  elevations that let it be a homeland for various numbers of the unique wild animals,  in addition to its strategic location in the coastal areas.  
http://www.omandaily.com/
An Earth Collapse revealed a water  hole

A deep Water hole was resulted from an earth collapse in Maqshan city in Oman. Experts will do more research and studies to know more about this water.

http://www.omandaily.com/
UAE
Environment Research warned from a risky downfall in the Fish stocks 

The General Secretary of the Environment Research Wildlife Development Agency  (ERWDA) disclosed an important news relating to the fish stocks and marine resources that exposed to exhaustion  because of the bad use and human  transgression.

http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=103944&Journal=2/19/2003
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-General in Rome

           The Secretary-General spoke this morning in Rome at the twenty-fifth anniversary meeting of the Governing

     Council of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), saying that the possibility of war against Iraq

     should not distract Governments from carrying out the UN’s wider agenda.

           He added that, at a time of famine, “AIDS is depriving countries of their capacity to resist,” creating a need to

     combine food assistance with the treatment and prevention of AIDS.  We have copies of his speech upstairs.

           In the margins of the Rome meeting, the Secretary-General was presented with an appeal against a war in Iraq

     by Walter Veltroni, the Mayor of Rome.  That appeal was also signed by the majors of Berlin, Brussels, London,

     Moscow, Paris, Vienna, Belgrade, Ljubljana and Sarajevo.

           He then met with Sweden’s Minister for Development Cooperation, Jan Karlsson, in which he discussed the

     link between AIDS and food production, and afterward had a similar discussion with IFAD President Lennart Bage.

           On leaving the conference facility, the Secretary-General was asked by a journalist whether the Pope invited

     him to go to Baghdad, and he said that, when he met Pope John Paul II yesterday, they did not talk about a visit to

     Baghdad.  However, he told the reporters, he does plan to go to the Arab League Summit next month.

           Asked whether he shared the Vatican’s view that there is now more hope for peace, he said, “I have

     maintained that war is not inevitable and that war is always a human catastrophe, and we should exhaust all other

     possibilities for a peaceful settlement before war is even contemplated.”  We have the transcript of that press

     encounter upstairs.

           The Secretary-General then attended a luncheon hosted by the IFAD President before he left for Paris, where

     he will address the Africa-France Summit tomorrow.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council resumed its open debate on Iraq this morning, just after 10 a.m., with more than 30

     speakers on the list.

           Security Council President, German Ambassador Gunter Pleuger, said at the start of the meeting that the

     morning session would end at 12:30 p.m. and resume again at 3 p.m.

           Consultations on a letter from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on the Democratic People’s

     Republic of Korea are expected to take place after the morning session, according to the Council presidency.  [A

     correction to the above statement was announced after the briefing.  Specifically, the consultations on the letter from

     the IAEA will now be taking place in the afternoon, at 3:00 p.m.]

           On other program matters, the Security Council has added consultations on Cote d'Ivoire for Friday.

           **Iraq Oil

           According to the weekly update from the Office of the Iraq Programme, Iraqi oil exports for the week ending 14

     February totalled 11.4 million barrels for an estimated value of $315 million.  For more details, take a look at the full

     weekly update, which is available upstairs.

           **Cyprus

           In Nicosia, the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, today held lengthy

     consultations with Tassos Papadopoulos.  This morning he also met with Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, and

     last night with Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           During his weekly press briefing, the head of the UN mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Amos

     Namanga Ngongi, called on the leader of the Union of Congolese Patriots, Thomas Lubanga, to refrain from blocking

     the work of the Ituri Pacification Commission.  Ngongi said if Lubanga’s attitude did not change, the UN mission would

     have no other choice but to bring this matter to the Security Council.  For more information, please pick up the press

     release upstairs.

           **Liberia

           Out on the racks today is a letter from the Secretary-General to the Security Council in which he appoints four

     members of the Panel of Experts to conduct a follow-up assessment mission to Liberia and neighbouring countries.

           As you recall, on 28 January, the Security Council, deeply concerned by the situation in Liberia and

     neighbouring countries, especially in Côte d'Ivoire, re-established, for a further three months, the Panel of Experts

     investigating compliance with the sanctions imposed on the Liberian Government, including an arms embargo, a travel

     ban for officials, and a ban on the import of its rough diamonds.

           **UNHCR/Central African Republic

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that thousands of refugees from the

     Central African Republic have fled northwards to Chad to escape recent fighting between Government troops and rebel

     forces. Smaller numbers of refugees from areas south of the Republic’s capital, Bangui, have also gone south to the

     Republic of Congo to escape rebel activity near their homes.

           The UNHCR has dispatched a three–person team to southern Chad to verify reports of the recent arrival of

     nearly 20,000 people who fled fighting in the northern areas of the Central African Republic.  For more information, take

     a look at the UNHCR web site.

           **Zimbabwe/Judges

           Dato Param Cumaraswamy, the UN special rapporteur dealing with the independence of judges and lawyers,

     today expressed his grave concern over the arrest and detention on Monday of a Zimbabwean judge who has been

     charged with an alleged obstruction of justice.  The rapporteur said the latest arrest is but one in a series of

     institutional and personal attacks on the judiciary and its judges over the past two years, which have left the rule of law

     in Zimbabwe “in tatters”.  Please see the press release upstairs for more details.

           **Tribunals

           In Arusha, Tanzania, today, the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda unanimously ruled that a Rwandan

     doctor was guilty of genocide and crimes against humanity, while his father was convicted of aiding and abetting in

     genocide.

           The three-judge trial chamber unanimously found guilty both the son, Gérard Ntakirutimana, whom it

     sentenced to 25 years in prison, and his father Elizaphan, who received a 10-year sentence.  We have details in a

     press release from the Rwanda Tribunal.

           Also today, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia confirmed the arrest yesterday in

     Slovenia of Fatmir Limaj, a Kosovo Albanian who was indicted by the Tribunal for war crimes and crimes against

     humanity allegedly committed in a Kosovo Liberation Army prison camp in 1998.  Limaj will soon be transferred to the

     Tribunal’s Detention Unit, where three other Kosovo Albanians, who were indicted along with him, have already arrived.

           **Human Rights

           In Geneva today, High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello addressed an international

     conference of governmental and non-governmental experts on actions to deal with people who are missing because of

     armed conflict and internal violence, saying that “the disappeared are often the most contentious issue in

     peacemaking, the issue that makes confidence-building all the more difficult.  Rightly so.”

           He expressed his hope that, as the Commission on Human Rights tries to elaborate a new, legally binding

     instrument to guarantee better protection for victims of enforced disappearance, it will seek to impose positive

     obligations to prevent deviation by states.  We have copies of his speech upstairs.

           **Global Compact

           French President Jacques Chirac met with leaders of French companies in Paris today to discuss the Global

     Compact, the Secretary-General’s initiative to win support from businesses for nine principles of human rights, labour

     rights and environmental standards. 

           The Global Compact Office informs us that, at today’s discussion, business leaders shared with the French

     President examples of good corporate practices and partnership projects.  The examples included an initiative to fight

     malaria in Africa; access to water in urban areas; voluntary initiatives to advance environmental management; and

     other corporate practices in support of the Global Compact.  A broad consensus emerged among the participants that

     many of today’s problems could only be solved if governments, business and civil society work together.

           **Afghanistan

           Today in Kabul, Afghanistan, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has signed an agreement

     with the Government of Japan which gives a major financial boost to the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration

     process in the country.  Under the agreement the Government of Japan will be giving $35 million to UNDP for conflict

     prevention and peace-building in Afghanistan. 

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan welcomes the contribution as “a significant step forward” in supporting the

     Afghan Administration in its efforts to bring stability and security to the country through security sector reform.

           **Ebola in Republic of Congo

           The outbreak of haemorrhagic fever in the north-west of the Republic of the Congo has been confirmed as

     Ebola.  As of yesterday, there have been reported 80 cases, including 64 deaths.  The World Health Organization

     (WHO) has sent several experts in clinical case management, epidemiology and social work to the region to assist the

     government in controlling the outbreak. This is the second outbreak in the region in the last 15 months.

           In other news from WHO, there has been one confirmed case of avian influenza or “bird flu” in Hong Kong.  The

     case was confirmed in a nine-year-old boy, whose mother has recovered from similar symptoms.  The boy is

     recovering, but two other members of the family have died.  This flu was first seen in humans in 1997 when 18 people

     died in Hong Kong and all chickens thought to be the source of the outbreak were slaughtered.

           We have press releases on both these items.

           **Information Technology

           The UN Information and Communication Technologies Task Force will hold its fourth meeting on Friday and

     Saturday in Geneva. It will focus on how best to link the information technology efforts by the private sector, civil

     society and the UN system in furthering development and the Millennium Development Goals.

           **Press Release

           We have one more press release to highlight for you today.

           The Food and Agriculture Organization has announced the launch of a new electronic bulletin on food safety

     and quality.  Subscribers to “The Food Safety and Quality Updates” will receive each month the table of contents of the

     full bulletin, which is available on the Web site.  The newsletter is available to anyone who wishes to subscribe,

     although it targets food safety experts.  The press release has the subscription details.

           **Budget

           Three more Member States have joined the list of those that have paid their 2003 regular budget contributions

     in full.  Samoa made a payment of more than $13,000; Belgium, more than $15 million; and the Netherlands, more

     than

     $23 million.  We now have 49 fully paid-up Member States.  And Germany also made a contribution of over $87 million

     to the peacekeeping budget.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Do you have any specific schedule for Mr. Hans Corell to go to Phnom Penh to talk to with the

     Cambodian government on establishing the trial of the Khmer Rouge?

           Answer:  I mentioned yesterday here that the UN has received a response from the Phnom Penh government

     regarding the trial, setting up of the trial tribunal.  And in return to the response, the UN came up with two possible

     dates.  One is the end of the week, and the other one is early next month.  So far, we haven’t been officially informed

     which date will be more convenient for the Cambodian Government.  So, we are still waiting for a reply.  I have seen

     reports coming out from Cambodia that the Government prefers the early March date, but we haven’t been informed

     officially.

           Okay, have a very good afternoon then.  Thank you.

                                              * *** * ____________________________________________________________________________________

Prepared by News Services Section
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Concluding debate on Iraq, Security Council hears from over 30 more countries

*
Wrapping up visit to Rome, Annan says war in Iraq not inevitable

*
As IAEA interviews Iraqi, UN inspections focus on missile sites

*
Security Council refers IAEA letter on DPR of Korea to experts first

*
Urging renewed battle against hunger, Annan calls for ‘green revolution’ in Africa

*
DR of Congo: UN mission chief says rebel group blocking peace in northeast

*
Annan appoints expert panel to follow-up on Liberia sanctions

*
Fighting in Central Africa Republic drives thousands into Chad, UN reports

*
Arrest of another judge in Zimbabwe is ‘cause for great concern,’ UN says

*
UN tribunal convicts pastor and doctor of aiding and abetting in Rwanda genocide

*
Kosovo Albanian on UN war crimes tribunal list arrested

*
UN rights chief stresses new tactics, cooperation at conference on missing persons 

*
Japan gives UN $35 million to help disarm ex-combatants in Afghanistan

*
UN health agency helping to contain deadly Ebola outbreak in Congo

*
One case of ‘bird flu’ confirmed in Hong Kong, UN health agency reports

*
UN calls for technology and cooperation to boost poor countries’ trade

* * * * 

Iraq: Security Council

19 February – Concluding its latest debate on the next steps in the disarmament of Iraq, the United Nations Security Council today heard the views of some 30 more countries.

The Council had suspended its discussion Tuesday evening after hearing from representatives of 26 countries and one observer. The open meeting had been requested by the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) in order to give the wider UN membership an opportunity to express their views on the inspection process in Iraq to the 15-nation body.

Echoing the sentiments of several delegations yesterday, many of the 36 speakers today supported bolstering the ongoing inspections by the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and opposed the use of military force. They noted Iraq’s cooperation with the UN inspectors thus far and urged that the inspectors should be given more time. Only as a last resort should armed action be considered, they stressed.

Several speakers also voiced concern about the unknown consequences for the region caused by the current Iraq crisis, particularly the humanitarian aspect of a military conflict. War would create a new catastrophe for the Iraqi people and their immediate neighbours. Under any scenario, innocent people of Iraq would be among the first to suffer following an outbreak of armed conflict. It was incumbent upon Iraq, therefore, to be completely forthcoming with the UN inspectors, in order to avoid the even greater suffering of its people.

Many countries called on Iraq to comply immediately and unconditionally with Security Council resolutions, and to cooperate more proactively with the inspection process. Barring that, the Council must not wait forever to confront the issue but move quickly to consider a new resolution that dealt decisively with Iraq’s failure or risk losing credibility. The threat of force must be maintained in order to keep the pressure on Baghdad to bring about its disarmament.

* * *

Secretary-General

19 February – Wrapping up his trip to Rome today, the United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, reiterated his belief that war in Iraq is not inevitable.

“I have maintained that war is not inevitable and that war is always a human catastrophe, and we should exhaust all other possibilities for a peaceful settlement before war is even contemplated,” the Secretary-General told reporters after addressing the 25th anniversary meeting of the Governing Council of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).
Responding to a question on whether Pope John Paul II had invited him to go to Baghdad, the Secretary-General said that when he met with the Pope yesterday, they did not talk about a visit to Baghdad. However, Mr. Annan said he does plan to go to the Arab League Summit next month.

In the margins of the IFAD meeting, the Mayor of Rome, Walter Veltroni, presented the Secretary-General with an appeal against a war in Iraq. The appeal was also signed by the mayors of Berlin, Brussels, London, Moscow, Paris, Vienna, Belgrade, Ljubljana and Sarajevo.

Mr. Annan then met with the Minister for Development Cooperation of Sweden, Jan Karlsson, with whom he discussed the link between AIDS and food production, and afterward had a similar discussion with IFAD President Lennart Bage.

The Secretary-General also attended a luncheon hosted by the IFAD President before he left for Paris, where he will address the Africa-France Summit tomorrow.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

19 February – The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today interviewed an engineer previously associated with Iraq’s former gas centrifuge enrichment programme, according to a UN spokesman in Baghdad.

As the IAEA conducted its interview, missile teams from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) carried out inspections at five separate sites: Al Fida Company, which is involved in the maintenance of the Al Samoud 2 missile launcher; Ibn Al Haythm, which is involved in the manufacture and assembly of the Al Samoud 2 missile; Al Samoud Factory, which fabricates Al Samoud 2 missile components; Al Mamoun, which manufactures solid propellant rocket motors and a location of field deployment of Al Samoud 2 missiles.

“The teams continued to verify the number and location of Al Samoud 2-related items and to tag relevant items,” spokesman Hiro Ueki said.

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC chemical team returned to Al Mutanna and continued the process of destroying the artillery shells filled with mustard gas. A second chemical team inspected two sites – Al Rasheed and Al Mamoun, both located in Baghdad – belonging to the State Establishment for Vegetable Oils.

An UNMOVIC biological team inspected the College of Agriculture, the College of Sciences, and the College of Engineering, all located on the campus of Tikrit University in Tikrit, 160 kilometres northwest of Baghdad. Subsequently, the team inspected the College of Women Education at Tikrit University and a dairy factory, both located in south Tikrit, Mr. Ueki reported.

In the capital, an UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team inspected the Ibn Al Waleed State Company, a factory specialized in the repair and maintenance of military vehicles.

As for the IAEA, one team inspected the Al-Feda’a hydraulics factory and the manufacturing, storage and repair facility for the State Company of Mechanical and Electrical Contracts, located south of Baghdad. A second IAEA team inspected Al Zawraa, an electronics company, while a third performed a car-borne radiation survey in an area 25 to 60 kilometres east of Baghdad.

In other news, the UN Office of the Iraq Programme, which oversees the humanitarian oil-for-food operation, reported that Iraqi oil exports for the week ending 14 February totalled 11.4 million barrels for an estimated value of $315 million.

* * *

DPR of Korea

19 February – The Security Council has referred a letter from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on the situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) to its experts for further consultations before beginning any discussion of the matter, the President of the 15-nation body said today.

“As it is an important and very complicated issue, the Council wanted to refer this to the expert consultations first before discussing this in the Council itself,” Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany told reporters after the Council held a brief closed-door session on the correspondence.

The letter from IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei, which contains the resolution adopted last week by the Agency’s 35-member Governing Board, had been transmitted to the Council by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan last Friday.

The resolution expresses deep concern that the DPRK has rejected efforts at dialogue and says it is now in further non-compliance with international nuclear safeguards. It also calls on Pyongyang to fully and urgently cooperate with international inspectors and to comply with its obligations under non-proliferation treaties. The DPRK had announced in January its withdrawal from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and in December, expelled the IAEA’s only two inspectors left in the country.

“The experts of the members of the Security Council will study this report and draw their substantial and legal conclusions and make recommendations to the members of the Council,” Ambassador Pleuger said. “On that basis, the Council will take the matter up and discuss it.”

* * *

Secretary-General

19 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged increased global partnership across geographic and ideological borders to fight hunger and called for a “green revolution” in Africa to enable the continent to move towards self-sufficiency in food.

Addressing the 25th anniversary session of the governing council of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) in Rome, the Secretary-General noted that IFAD’s creation was a new type of partnership – between the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and industrialized countries, between developing and developed countries – for the shared goal of eradicating poverty and hunger.

“Partnership continues to be the key for IFAD’s success,” Mr. Annan said, adding that its mission went beyond alleviating short-term food crises. “That means pursuing structural changes in rural areas to empower the rural poor and increase their resilience.”

“It means ensuring that investments for social progress are matched by investments and policies that increase rural productivity. It means addressing the impact of HIV/AIDS on rural communities, especially in Africa.”

The Secretary-General noted that in times of famine, AIDS is depriving countries of their capacity to resist by weakening those mechanisms that enable populations to fight back – in particular the coping mechanisms provided by women. “That means we must combine food assistance and new approaches to farming with treatment and prevention of HIV/AIDS,” he stressed. “It means developing new agricultural techniques appropriate to a depleted workforce.”

Pointing out that three-quarters of the world’s poor still live in rural areas, the Secretary-General said, “We must address the fact that for them, the rapid march of globalization internationally, and liberalization domestically, currently creates more risks than opportunities.” He urged working together to help them reach the quality and standards required, and to ensure that trade policies and intellectual property rights allow poor producers a sustainable position in the new system.

“It will require us to work towards a green revolution in Africa’s agricultural sector, so that Africa may move towards the self-sufficiency that we have seen achieved elsewhere,” he said.

* * *

DR of Congo

19 February – The top United Nations envoy for the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) said today he would seek Security Council action if a rebel group did not stop blocking peace efforts in the Ituri region, where half a million people have been displaced, women raped and many children enlisted as soldiers.

Noting that civilians there were subjected to “extraordinary human suffering,” Amos Namanga Ngongi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the DRC, regretted that the signing of a ceasefire for Ituri could not take place today as planned because “the leader of the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC) did not want the peacemaking process to begin.”

Speaking at a press conference in Kinshasa, Mr. Ngongi said that UPC leader Thomas Lubanga had cast doubt on the participation of other groups in Ituri, which borders Uganda, and on the sincerity of Uganda and the DRC. The peace plan, part of an overall effort to bring peace to the war-torn country, was drawn up at a summit meeting in Luanda, Angola, last September.

Mr. Ngongi has suspended an updated timetable set at a consultative summit in Dar es Salaam earlier this month. Under that plan, the Ituri Pacification Commission was to begin work on 25 February. “If this commission is not set up, it will not be possible to install an administration in this part of the country that is recognized by everybody,” he said.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) would continue to try to persuade Mr. Lubanga, who has claimed sole legitimate right to control the entire Ituri region, to rejoin the peace process, Mr. Ngongi said.

“Thomas Lubanga must give assurances so that everybody, including his adversaries, may join in the process,” he said, regretting “this negative attitude which has annihilated much progress made towards resolving this crisis.”

* * * 

Liberia

19 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed four members of an expert panel that will undertake a three-month follow-up assessment mission to Liberia and neighbouring countries to investigate compliance with international sanctions levied against Monrovia.

The appointments were announced in a letter by the Secretary-General to the President of the Security Council released today at UN Headquarters in New York. The Council had unanimously re-established the expert body late last month, deeply concerned by the situation in Liberia and neighbouring countries, especially in Côte d'Ivoire.

By adopting resolution 1458, the Council asked the Secretary-General to appoint the Panel, which will investigate and compile a report on the Government of Liberia's compliance with the demands contained in resolution 1343, adopted in 2001 in response to concerns about the reported transit of illicit diamonds – which were being traded to fuel the conflict in Sierra Leone – through Liberia.

Along with investigating any violations of the measures referred to in subsequent resolutions adopted by the Council, the Panel was also asked to bring any relevant information collected in the course of their investigations to the attention of the States concerned for prompt and thorough investigation and, where appropriate, corrective action, and to allow them the right of reply.

The Secretary-General says the Panel of Experts, which will be chaired by Atabou Bobian of Senegal, an expert from the International Civil Aviation Organization, will also include Enrico Carisch of Switzerland, an expert in financial links, Damien Callamand of France, an expert from Interpol, and Alex Vines of the United Kingdom, a diamond expert.

* * *

Central Africa Republic 

19 February – With thousands of refugees from the Central African Republic (CAR) pouring into southern Chad to escape recent fighting between government troops and rebel forces, the United Nations refugee agency has dispatched a team to monitor the situation.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) dispatched a three-person team to southern Chad to verify reports of the recent arrival of nearly 20,000 people who fled fighting in the northern areas of the CAR. Many of the refugees say they are fleeing fighting in northern CAR that has pitted government troops against rebel forces loyal to the former CAR Chief of Staff, François Bozize.

There are unconfirmed reports that the rebels recently recaptured the strategic northern town of Bozoum, which lies on the main road linking Bangui and Cameroon's seaport of Douala. Smaller numbers of refugees from areas south of the CAR capital have also gone south to the Republic of Congo to escape rebel activity near their homes.

Local non-governmental organizations say that the new arrivals at the border areas consist of some 6,000 CAR refugees, and an estimated 13,000 Chadians who had been living in northern CAR. 


The UNHCR assessment team that left the Chadian capital, Ndjamena, on Sunday is now at the two locations, making a rapid assessment of the needs of the refugees and returning Chadians. Both groups are said to be in poor condition without adequate food, shelter or proper health care. 

Meanwhile, UNHCR staff in Ndjamena has met with Chadian authorities and other UN agencies to arrange for assistance to the refugees and to draw up a re–integration plan for the returning Chadians. 

* * *

Zimbabwe

19 February – A United Nations rights expert today expressed grave concern over the arrest and detention of a Zimbabwean judge charged with an alleged obstruction of justice.

“While judges are not above the law, subjecting them to arrest and detention in such humiliating circumstances is tantamount to intimidation of the gravest kind,” said Dato Param Cumaraswamy, the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers. “This leaves a chilling effect on the independence of the judiciary.” 

Justice Benjamin Paradza was arrested on Monday morning in his chambers and detained overnight before being released on bail the next day, the Special Rapporteur said. He appeared before a court for allegedly attempting to influence a fellow judge in a case involving an application for the release of a passport of an accused in a murder trial. Mr. Cumaraswamy believes that Justice Paradza had previously handed down decisions that were “unpalatable” to the Zimbabwean Government. 

This latest development is but one in a series of institutional and personal attacks on the judiciary and its independent judges over the past two years, which have resulted in the resignations of several senior judges and which have left Zimbabwe’s rule of law in tatters, Mr. Cumaraswamy said. 

“When judges can be set against one another, then intimidated with arrest, detention and criminal prosecution there is no hope for the rule of law which is the cornerstone of democracy. It paves the way for governmental lawlessness,” the Special Rapporteur said.

* * *

Rwanda

19 February – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) today unanimously convicted a father and son of genocide and of crimes against humanity for participating in killings and attacks against a large number of Tutsi men, women and children who had sought refuge in a church and in the Bisesero area.

Gérard Ntakirutimana, 45, a medical doctor practicing at the Mugonero Adventist hospital, was sentenced to 25 years in prison, while his father, Elizaphan Ntakirutimana, 78, a senior pastor of the Seventh Day Adventist church in the same area, was given a 10-year prison term by the three-judge court.

In the judgement, the Trial Chamber found that there was insufficient evidence against either of the defendants on the counts of complicity in genocide, conspiracy to commit genocide, extermination as a crime against humanity, and other inhuman acts as a crime against humanity contained in both indictments, and the count of serious violations of the Geneva Conventions contained in the Bisesero indictment.

The court found, however, that the elder Ntakirutimana facilitated the hunting and killing of Tutsi refugees hiding in Murambi Church in Bisesero by ordering the removal of the church roof so that it could no longer be used as shelter. He also transported armed attackers to various locations to pursue and kill Tutsi people.

The Chamber found beyond a reasonable doubt that Dr. Ntakirutimana killed two people and established that he shot at refugees and transported attackers, as well as took part in attacks on refugees at Murambi Hill and Muyira Hill on various dates.

Subject to any appeal the Ntakirutimanas will serve their prisons terms of one of the countries – Mali, Benin and Swaziland – with which the Tribunal currently has an agreement for the enforcement of sentences.

* * *

ICTY

19 February – A Kosovo Albanian sought by the United Nations war crimes tribunal in The Hague on charges of torturing and murdering Serb and Albanian civilians has been arrested in Slovenia four days after he left Kosovo on a regular airlines flight.

Fatmir Limaj, 32, one of four Albanians indicted on charges of crimes against humanity and violations of the laws or customs of war, was arrested yesterday in Kransjka Gora, Slovenia, the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) said today. The other three were transferred from Kosovo to The Hague yesterday.

ICTY prosecutor Carla Del Ponte yesterday criticized as “outrageous” the ease with which Mr. Limaj was allowed to leave Kosovo on a regular flight even though international security forces had been in possession of the sealed indictment and arrest warrant for two-and-a-half weeks.

The other three suspects, Haradin Bala, 45, Isak Musliu, 32, and Agim Murtezi, 46, are scheduled to make their initial appearance before the Tribunal tomorrow.

Mr. Limaj, a commander in the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) responsible for the operation of the Lapusnik/Llapushnik prison camp, was charged with holding at least 35 Serb and Albanian civilians “under conditions that were brutal and inhumane, and routinely subjected them to physical and psychological abuse, including torture and beatings.”

Mr. Bala, Mr. Musliu and Mr. Murtezi, all KLA members and guards at the camp, enforced inhumane conditions, including inadequate food and medical care, and participated in or aided and abetted the torture and beatings of detainees, according to the Tribunal.

* * *

Missing persons

19 February - Before a gathering of international experts on missing persons today, the top United Nations human rights official stressed that governments and civil society groups should develop new and innovative tactics and then work in cooperation to help desperate families learn the fate of relatives who disappeared during war.

“My experience has taught me that the disappeared are often the most contentious issue in peace-making, the question that makes confidence-building all the more difficult, and rightly so,” Sergio Vieira de Mello, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights said in his opening statement to an international conference of governmental and non-governmental experts on the problem of people who go missing during armed conflict and internal violence. The meeting is in Geneva and continues through Friday. 

“The norms and the mechanisms at our disposal are not sufficient, we need new approaches to address this pernicious problem,” he told the conference, “The Missing: the right to know.” The event, organized by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), brings together experts from about 90 countries in a bid to draw attention to the largely forgotten plight of thousands of families around the world who simply do not know what has happened to a loved one. It seeks to revitalize efforts to find out what has happened to missing persons, and to provide practical guidelines for preventing disappearances in the first place. 

“There is indeed a lacuna in international law that needs to be urgently filled,” Mr. Vieira de Mello said, informing the experts that the UN Commission on Human Rights had embarked on a useful exercise to elaborate a new, legally binding instrument that would guarantee better protection for current and potential victims of enforced disappearance. That proposed covenant would also provide a comprehensive and integral approach to address the problem. 

“My hope, is that the instrument under discussion would be more than a series of negative obligations on States parties to defer from certain actions,” he said,  “but would also impose positive obligations to create the strong mechanisms needed to prevent deviation.” Some of the issues currently being considered are straightforward, action-based measures that address this complex problem.

The High Commissioner said he was also encouraged by discussions on the need for stronger measures against impunity, cooperation between States, mechanisms against arbitrary detention, training of law enforcement personnel and the guarantee of the right to reparation. “Not that legal instruments provide us with instant solutions,” he said. “But in the absence of norms, solutions are all the more evasive, haphazard and inhuman.”

* * *

Afghanistan

19 February – Japan signed an agreement with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Kabul today for a $35 million contribution towards disarming and reintegrating former combatants in Afghanistan, one of the world’s most heavily armed countries.

The scheme, named “Afghanistan’s New Beginnings Programme,” will identify, collect and store heavy and light weapons and offer former soldiers and militia combatants’ alternative sources of income. Incentives will include one-time cash and/or in-kind benefits, targeted micro-credit programmes, vocational training and possibly financial support for small and medium-sized enterprises.

A main target will be middle-rank militia commanders, who still control many communities. “As long as these commanders are seen to provide economic opportunities for their communities, they are likely to remain powerful,” said UNDP Country Director in Afghanistan, Ercan Murat.

The programme is expected to open a main office in Kabul by mid-March and establish regional offices by early May in Mazar-i-Sharif, Kandahar, Jalalabad, Kunduz, Bamiyan, Parwan, Gardez and Herat.

After two decades of almost continuous warfare, there are many heavily armed militias throughout the country. Canada and the United Kingdom have already contributed to demobilization and reintegration efforts, and the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the United States are among potential donors.

A disarmament programme in Faryab province, northern Afghanistan stalled last month over factional differences after collecting some 500 light and heavy weapons in just five days.

* * *

Ebola

19 February – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) is leading a joint team of health experts and clinicians rushing to control an outbreak of the Ebola virus, which has reportedly killed more than 60 people in the northwestern part of the Republic of the Congo.

According to the UN agency, laboratory tests conducted late last week confirmed that a recent outbreak of haemorrhagic fever was caused by deadly Ebola, one of the most virulent diseases known to humankind.  The virus, which causes death in 50 to 90 per cent of all clinically ill cases, is transmitted by direct contact with the blood, body fluids and tissues of infected persons. In past outbreaks, health workers have become sick after contact with the bodily fluids of patients they were treating.

WHO said 80 cases have been reported as of Tuesday, including 64 deaths. Most of the cases – 72 people reported ill and 59 deaths – are in the district of Kéllé.

The Congolese Government in Brazzaville requested assistance from WHO, and a joint Ministry of Health-WHO assessment team travelled from the capital to the site of the outbreak two weeks ago. The agency is providing further support from its headquarters in Geneva as well as from the Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network.

* * *

WHO

19 February - Results from two laboratories confirmed today the presence of avian influenza, or “bird flu,” in a nine-year-old boy in Hong Kong, where the United Nations lead health agency is now collaborating closely with authorities to provide needed support.

The young boy became ill on 9 February and was admitted to a Hong Kong hospital three days later, according to an update by the World Health Organization (WHO). He was treated and is now in stable condition. Other members of his family with similar symptoms, including the child’s sister and father, have died. The boy’s mother was also ill but has recovered.

WHO said it is not yet known whether the other family members who fell ill were also infected with the virus identified as the A (H5N1) strain. A medical and epidemiological investigation has been launched to determine the cause of those illnesses and deaths.

Investigations are also ongoing to determine the source of the infection and WHO is collaborating closely with health authorities in Beijing and Hong Kong. The WHO Global Influenza Surveillance network has also been alerted.

The virus was first seen in humans in 1997, when an outbreak of 18 cases caused six deaths in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China. Until then, the virus was seen only in birds, including chickens and ducks. Following confirmation of the initial case, in a two-year-old child in August 1997, an investigation was launched and surveillance was increased. 

* * *

Least developed countries

19 February – A United Nations trade body has called for new technologies and cooperation between governments, business and international organizations to help entrepreneurs and small- and medium-sized enterprises in the world’s poorest countries boost trade through strategic marketing.

“Despite the challenges and risks posed by globalization, increasing international interdependence and the proliferation of new technologies are key factors that can enable businesses from the world’s 49 least developed countries (LDCs) to penetrate key niche markets around the world,” Denis Belisle, Executive Director of the International Trade Centre (ITC), said in a briefing yesterday at UN Headquarters in New York.

The Geneva-based ITC is the focal point in the UN system for technical cooperation with developing countries in trade promotion, and acts as an executing agency of the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

“Upgrading coffee production to gourmet status and holding international auctions over the Internet and exporting translation services are examples of marketing opportunities the ITC has used to help LDC-based business,” Mr. Belisle said.

The strategy focuses on products that may or may not derive from raw materials but have more value added, stimulate more employment and fetch a higher price on the international market, he said.

But Mr. Belisle warned that LDC exports were severely limited by demand and supply-side constraints and unfavourable market access in rich countries.

The 49 nations classified as LDCs currently account for less than one-half of one per cent of global trade.

The session was sponsored by the Office of the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States and moderated by the High Representative, Anwarul K. Chowdhury.

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tuna" ��US Newswire - UK Warns Women to Limit Canned Tuna Consumption Due to Mercury;  US Fails to Act 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "World" ��The Nelson Mail (New Zealand)  - 'The world should be very afraid'� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Award" ��Xinhua - UNEP official wins Chinese environmental award� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Job" ��ALLAfrica -Kyemba Lands Big Unep Job�
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