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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Thursday, 20 January 2005

South Asian Tsunami News
· The Guardian - Disaster plan talks stalled
· CNN - Tsunami deaths soar past 212,000
· Financial Times (UK) - Millions at risk in megacity 'death traps': David Pilling reports from Kobe conference
· Courier Mail (Queensland, Australia) - UN warning system to cover the globe
· BBC - Asian tsunami alert system backed
· Reuters - UN Urges Replanting of Mangroves as Tsunami Barrier

Other Environmental News
· 
Reuters - Norway Groups Resume Barents Oil / Gas Exploration

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA

· ROE
· ROWA
· ROLAC

Other UN News
· UN Daily News of  19 January 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 19 January 2005

Xinhua

UN cites Japan as example of disaster preparedness

www.chinaview.cn 2005-01-20 03:20:34

    NAIROBI, Jan. 19 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has praised Japan as an example of disaster preparedness in its new report launched at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan, according to a UNEP press release available here Wednesday.

    The report said good practices put in place at all levels of Japanese society prevented last October's Tokage typhoon that swept across much of southern Japan, from causing extensive damage.     

    Japan's response to its deadliest storm in 25 years provides anexcellent opportunity for the world community to draw lessons in disaster preparedness, said the report.

    "Japan has been in the forefront of sound practices in minimizing the destructive impacts of disasters," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director.

    "This UNEP study on the Tokage typhoon will provide valuable lessons for mitigation and management in other countries facing similar disasters," he added.

    The package of measures related to governance, education and awareness, information and data management, and related procedures collectively helped in mitigating the negative impacts of the disaster, according to the report.

    "The report also reinforces the importance of environmental concerns in the entire disaster management cycle of prevention, preparedness, assessment, mitigation and response and to integrateenvironmental concerns into planning for relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction and development," Toepfer said.

    On Oct. 20, 2004, the Tokage typhoon swept through and ravaged much of the southern half of Japan. People were overcome by the massive waves and flash floods triggered by the typhoon's heavy rains and strong winds, which left at least 93 people dead.

    The Kobe conference kicked off on Tuesday, with the recent Indian Ocean tsunami disaster which killed more than 160,000 people, standing out as a hot issue.

    At the five-day conference, more than 4,000 participants are expected to work out a program of action for the next 10 years, containing strategic goals and priorities, to realize the substantial reduction of disaster losses in lives and in the social, economic and environmental assets of communities and countries. Enditem
____________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UNEP lauds MDGs report on global poverty

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Wednesday hailed the Millennium Project report as "a milestone" in underlining the vital link between the environment and defeating poverty.

The project, commissioned by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, has developed a global plan, which was unveiled Monday at the UN headquarters in New York, on how the world could meet the eight

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.

The goals range from halving extreme hunger and achieving universal primary education to reducing maternal mortality by three quarters and reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other major diseases.

The project's report makes a series of key recommendations on how to reverse the loss of forests and plant and animal species and restore healthy land, air and water in order to meet the MDGs and the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) Plan of Implementation drawn up three years ago in Johannesburg, South

Africa.

Addressing news conference, Shafqat Kakakhel, UNEP deputy executive director, said it was appropriate to discuss these findings in Kenya as hosts of UNEP headquarters and "one of a handful of pilot countries where action to deliver the MDGs is being tested".

He said UNEP was supportive of the report's conclusion that "environmental sustainability is a critical foundation for ending poverty," and that "without a healthy and secure environment many of the other Goals will be tough to achieve".

"A considerable body of scientific data points to environmental degradation... as a direct cause of many of the most pressing issues we face today, including poverty, declining human health, hunger, undrinkable water, emerging diseases, rural-urban migration and civil strife," notes the report titled 'Environment and Human Well-Being: A Practical Strategy'.

Meanwhile, Klaus Topfer, UNEP Executive Director, currently in Kobe, Japan, for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, has welcomed the report, terming it a reminder that rapid development can be realised if authorities placed more emphasis on environmental conservation and management.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UNEP urges early warning systems for manmade disasters
19 Jan 2005

Source: AlertNet

By Tim Large

Activists mark the anniversary of the Bhopal gas disaster, March 1999

File Photo by SUNIL MALHOTRA

KOBE, Japan (AlertNet) – As countries grappled on Wednesday with the creation of a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean, the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) called for a multi hazard alerting system to cover all forms of natural and human made disasters from typhoons to oil spills.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said that while it was important to focus on preventing a repeat of the destruction caused by last month’s killer tsunami in Asia, the concept of disaster prevention should be broadened to include the range of hazards facing vulnerable people worldwide.

That includes so-called technical hazards such as chemical accidents and nuclear meltdowns, which are not on the agenda at this week’s World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan.

“We must be aware that in terms of preparedness, especially on the local level, the more technical oriented disasters must have the same attention,” he told AlertNet. “We must have the same warning system. We must have the same preparedness, and education of the people.”

Technical disasters claim about 9,000 lives a year, compared with at least 30,000 deaths by natural disaster. The best known manmade crises in recent years include the nuclear meltdown at Chernobyl in Ukraine in 1986 and the 1984 chemical poisoning in India’s Bhopal.

Toepfer said the principles behind early warning systems were the same for hazards of all sorts, whether caused by extreme weather, seismic shifts or human error.

“Such systems must incorporate more than technology,” he said. “They should represent a new way of thinking that ensures environmental stability factors, based on local wisdom and knowledge, are built into disaster plans.”

He also called for a greater integration of environmental issues in disaster preparation and response, adding that destruction of coral reefs and mangrove swamps in some areas struck by the Indian Ocean tsunami may have worsened the devastation of the killer waves.

"You have to use the environment (to help prevent) natural disasters," he said. "The conviction has grown that we need the integration of nature in the early warning system."
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

UNEP warns of environmental impact by tsunami

www.chinaview.cn 2005-01-19 17:22:16

    KOBE, Japan, Jan. 19 (Xinhuanet) -- The head of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said Wednesday that the recent Indian Ocean tsunami could have serious impact on the environment of the countries affected.

    Although it was too early to make a detailed assessment, early indications from the UNEP's work on the tsunami were that the direct damage to the environment, including water supplies, forests and other natural resources will likely be high in many ofthe countries affected, said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UNEP.

    "Beyond the immediate concerns of threat to human health and livelihoods, there is increasing evidence of serious impacts on the natural environment, such as damage to coral reefs and protective forest in a number of countries," he said at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction which started here Tuesday.

    He stressed the importance of the environment in disaster reduction. "Without the environmental dimension firmly in the equation, there will be no long term disaster risk reduction," he said.

    To highlight the role played by sound environment protection inreducing damages by natural disasters, he said the Hurricane Jeanne last year killed up to 3,000 people in Haiti, because deforestation made flood rush down unchecked from hills, while theneighboring Dominican Republic saw few casualties partly thanks togood protection of forest.

    Toepfer called for increasing investment in environmental protection and putting a disaster prevention value on the natural ecosystems.

    More than 4,000 participants from about 150 countries and organizations are attending the five-day to map out a disaster reduction guideline for the decade to come. Enditem

____________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

UN: Ending Poverty, Environmental Restoration Within Reach

NEW YORK, New York, January 19, 2005 (ENS) - The rich nations of the world have the means and the money – but not the will - to dramatically improve the lives of the world’s poor and heal the environment, according to a major new report from the United Nations.

The report from the UN Millennium Project urges the developed nations to double their aid to impoverished countries if they intend to fulfill a pledge to cut global poverty in half by 2015.

“The system is not working now,” said economist Jeffrey Sachs, director of the UN Millennium Project.

Economist Jeffrey Sachs is director of the United Nations Millennium Project. (Photo courtesy )

“The overwhelming reality on our planet is that impoverished people get sick and die for lack of access to basic practical means that could help keep them alive and do more than that – help them achieve livelihoods and escape poverty.”

One of the eight UN Millennium Goals is specifically related to the environment, maintaining that without a healthy and secure environment many of the other goals will be tough to achieve.

The divide between rich and poor is deep and wide. More than half of the world’s six billion people live on less than $2 a day.

More than one billion live on less than $1 a day and lack the safe water, proper nutrition, basic health care and social services needed to survive.

Some 11 million children die each year, 6 million of them under the age of five from preventable diseases, 500,000 women do not survive pregnancy or childbirth, and there are presently 40 million people living with HIV/AIDS.

Addressing these issues is the focus of the UN’s Millennium Development Goals.

Announced in 2000, the goals aim to halve global poverty and malnutrition, slash infant and maternal mortality, and boost access to health care and education, all by 2015.

The report, which is the product of three years of work by more than 260 international experts, outlines a “concrete plan” for meeting these lofty targets, Sachs said.

“The experts who contributed to this huge undertaking have shown without a doubt that we can still meet the goals – if we start putting this plan into effect,” he said.

The report says that low-income countries need investments of $70 to $80 per head per year from 2006, rising to $120 to $160 per year in 2015.

This woman in Basra, Iraq has difficulty cooking - ingredients are few and prices are rising. (Photo by Antonia Paradela courtesy WFP)

Targeted investments in essential public services such as health, education and infrastructure will make poor communities less vulnerable to disasters and to the hardships of disease, hunger and environmental degradation.

“A considerable body of scientific data points to environmental degradation - the erosion of genetic diversity, the loss of species, the degradation of ecosystems, and the decline of ecosystem services - as a direct cause of many of the most pressing issues we face today, including poverty, declining human health, hunger, undrinkable water, emerging diseases, rural-urban migration and civil strife,” says the environmental section of the report, "Environment and Human Well-Being: A Practical Strategy."

UN Environment Programme Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, who is currently in Kobe, Japan, attending the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, said, “The environment has for too long been the poor relation to economic growth. Conserving the environment, be it rivers and lakes, forests, the atmosphere or the oceans, has all too often been seen as a luxury which is only addressed when all other issues have been resolved. But this very welcome report makes it clear that real, long lasting and secure development can only be achieved if the environment is put at the center of decisionmaking.”

Toepfer said the Earth’s life support systems, worth trillions of dollars a year, are being denuded, degraded and damaged often without a thought to the value and services they provide for current and future generations.

“A wetland area may be on the one hand a wonderful watering hole for hippos and elephants and resting and feeding area for birds. But it is also a vital water storage and flood control system as well as a natural, low cost, purifier of polluting agricultural and human wastes,” he explained.

Mother and daughter pick berries in a forest in Finland. (Photo by Erkki Oksanen courtesy The Finnish Research Institute/Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland)

“The same goes for forests. These are not only beautiful places in which to walk and reflect. They supply wood for shelter and fuel, natural medicines and food for local people, soak up carbon from the air and harbor a wealth of genetic materials that may prove crucial to current and future science. The same arguments can be made for coral reefs and mangroves, for flower meadows and mountains, for peatlands and tundras,” said Toepfer.

“Our motto for three years has been environment for development. The report points out that, although many of these nature-based services are free, they are worth trillions of dollars a year. Therefore investments in conservation and anti-pollution measures are not frivolous luxuries, they are critical for the survival of our species, the planet upon which we depend and the health and prosperity of its six billion inhabitants,” said Toepfer.

Toepfer e said the report’s findings would enrich discussions and decisions taken by environment ministers at UNEP’s upcoming Governing Council taking place in Nairobi February 21 to 25.

These will in turn be part of UNEP’s submissions to a high-level summit of the UN General Assembly on the Goals taking place in New York in September.

The Millennium Project’s environment report makes a series of key recommendations on how to reverse the loss of forests and plant and animal species and restore healthy land, air and water in order to meet the Goals and the World Summit on Sustainable Development’s Plan of Implementation drawn up three years ago in Johannesburg, South Africa.

These include:

    * training and strengthening of the staff, government departments and agencies charged with environmental affairs.

    * Tackling subsidies and market distortions that promote environmentally damaging activities such as over-fishing.

    * Investments in cost effective and environmentally sound energy and transport technologies.

    * Better access for developing countries to scientific and technical knowledge and mechanisms to promote environmentally beneficial innovation.

    * Boosting the efficient use of water in agriculture, the most water thirsty industry in the world, and setting and enforcing pollution reduction targets for groundwaters and rivers.

    * Establishing a network of marine protected areas, as outlined in the World Summit's Plan of Implementation, as one way of improving the prospects for fish stocks. 

The authors say many middle-income countries could fund those investments themselves, given adequate debt relief and appropriate, specialized technical assistance.

The report details a number of “quick wins” that could rapidly improve and save the lives of millions, including expanded medical treatment for people suffering from AIDS and tuberculosis, additional school lunch programs, and broad distribution of insecticide-treated bed nets to combat malaria.

Developing nations must take steps to help their populations, according to the report, Sachs added.

“Lawless countries led by corrupt leaders are incapable of investing resources in health, education and roads,” he said. “Increased international support should go to countries that have demonstrated good governance, to countries that are trying to open up their economies, to reform their political systems, and to combat corruption.”

Rapid depletion of natural resources, partly due to growing human and livestock population and due to adoption of nonsustainable practices, has affected the poor, marginalized and landless people, especially women such as this Indian woman. (Photo by Mauricio Rosales courtesy FAO)

The report recommends reforms to ease trade barriers and an overhaul of the international development system, which it found broadly to be too often unfocused and inefficient.

Only 30 cents of each dollar of international aid actually reaches on the ground investment programs in poor countries aimed at extreme poverty, hunger and disease.

The funds needed from rich nations would hardly break the bank - the authors describe the investment as “utterly affordable.”

The report calls for an investment of 0.54 percent of gross national product from the industrialized world – Sachs said the investment would total about 50 cents out of every $100 of income.

But past promises of the world’s rich underscore the scope of the shortfall.

Although industrialized nations of the world agreed in 1969 – and again in 2002 - to contribute 0.7 of gross national product (GNP) to development aid, few have come anywhere near to that pledge.

Only five nations – Denmark, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden – have met the target, and the overall aid from the industrialized world totals $68.5 billion, a figure equal to only 0.25 of total GNP.

Six other nations have pledged to increase aid to 0.7 of GNP by 2015, but the United States has yet to follow suit.

The United States earmarks only 0.15 percent of its GNP for development aid, a total that equals some $16 billion.

By contrast, the United States military budget is more than $380 billion.

Sachs contends that helping the poor out of poverty is not just an exercise in kindness, it is a vital step toward making the world a safer place for all nations.

"Breaking the poverty trap of the poorest countries is a matter of extreme urgency for our security,” said Sachs. “When people lack access to food, medical care, safe drinking water and a chance at a better future, their societies are likely to experience instability.”

The world’s generous response to the tsunami shows that individual citizens do support aid to the poor if they see the need and believe the funds will be well spent, Sachs added.

But there remains “a tremendous imbalance of focus on the issues of war and peace, and less on the dying and suffering of the poor,” he said.

UN Secretary Kofi Annan said the report provides a critical blueprint for member nations to implement the Millennium Goals.

The topic will be discussed at a meeting in September, Annan said, and he expressed high hopes it will produce "bold and far-reaching decisions … to put in place the building blocks for a safer, more prosperous world."

The Millennium Goals report can be found at: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/

 Quote of Note

"Become intimate with your own backyard, with a bit of riverbank, with a pond or hill. The rest of the watershed, the meta-landscape, the continent, planet and universe will be naturally drawn into this intimacy."

-- John McClellan, in "The Many Voices of the Boulder Creek Watershed"

Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2005. All Rights Reserved.
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ENS

Global Tsunami Warning System Needed, Governments Agree

WASHINGTON, DC, January 17, 2005 (ENS) - Three of the six U.S. buoys in the Pacific Ocean that detect tsumanis have been broken for months and were not functioning when the Indian Ocean tsunami struck on December 26, 2004, a spokesman for the National Weather Service has admitted. Greg Romano, spokesman for the National Weather Service, said that six buoys placed throughout the Pacific are supposed to detect tsunamis, but the two near Alaska have been broken for 14 months.

The third buoy, off the Washington coast, broke in November and is being repaired. Repair of the two more northerly buoys will have to wait until rough weather conditions subside.

The Bush administration promised Friday to build a new $37.5 million tsunami detection system that covers the whole Pacific basin as well as the Caribbean and part of the Atlantic Ocean.

NOAA Administrator retired Navy Vice Admiral Dr. Conrad Lautenbacher is under secretary of Commerce for oceans and atmosphere. His doctoral thesis was on tsunamis. (Photo courtesy NOAA)

Over the next two years, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will deploy 32 new advanced technology Deep-ocean Assessment and Reporting of Tsunami (DART) buoys for a fully operational tsunami warning system by mid-2007, NOAA Administrator Conrad Lautenbacher told reporters at the National Press Club.

Tsunamis are a series of very long waves generated by any rapid, large-scale disturbance of the sea. Most are generated by sea floor displacements from large undersea earthquakes.

DART systems detect them by means of an anchored seafloor bottom pressure recorder and a companion moored surface buoy for real-time communications. An acoustic link transmits data from the pressure recorder on the seafloor to the surface buoy. The data are then relayed via a GOES satellite link to ground stations, which send the signals to NOAA's Tsunami Warning Centers, the National Data Buoy Center, and the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory.

The 32 new buoys will be placed around the Pacific basin from offshore Chile, up the west coast of North America, across the North Pacific and down its eastern edge as far south as New Zealand. Several buoys will be deployed in the Atlantic and the Caribbean, where there is also a danger of a severe earthquake that might generate a tsunami.

John H. Marburger III, science advisor to the President and director of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy said, "This plan will enable enhanced monitoring, detection, warning and communications that will protect lives and property in the U.S. and a significant part of the world.

In addition, the U.S. Geological Survey will enhance its seismic monitoring and information delivery from the Global Seismic Network, a partnership with the National Science Foundation.

The new system will provide the United States with nearly 100 percent detection capability for a U.S. coastal tsunami, allowing response within minutes. The new system will also expand monitoring capabilities throughout the entire Pacific and Caribbean basins, providing tsunami warning for regions bordering half of the world's oceans.

A DART buoy floats in the Pacific Ocean. (Photo courtesy NOAA)

The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) is having talks with a number of partners including the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre, and universities across the Caribbean on the establishment of a tsunami early warning system for the Caribbean.

A Caribbean Tsunami Warning System was approved in 2002 following an earlier meeting hosted by the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

The system, which would cover areas including the Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Mexico and the Bahamas, is designed to alert countries and communities to a potentially damaging tsunami by ringing telephones and setting off alarm tones on personal computers.

Other components of the system include a network of sea level gauges, able to detect the emergence of big waves, a network of seismic stations and links to weather and meteorological stations in the region.

An aggressive public education and information program for local communities is also proposed including how to spot warning signs and develop appropriate evacuation procedures.

The system, which has been priced at just under $2.5 million, would take about three years to establish. But since being agreed there has been little progress towards its implementation.

"The events from the Indian Ocean underwater earthquake have again emphasised the vulnerability of the Small Island developing States and should further justify the call for their special consideration in support of sustainable development interventions. It also highlights the importance of addressing critical threats to the region other than the hurricane hazard,” said CDERA Coordinator Jeremy Collymore.

The Mauritius Declaration, which came at the end of the SIDS meeting held last week in Port Louis, Mauritius, states that "we, the representatives of the people of the world, … reiterate that the acknowledged vulnerability of small island developing states continues to be of major concern and that this vulnerability will grow unless urgent steps are taken.”

Governments specifically backed calls for an Indian Ocean and more extended early warning network.

"The tragic impacts of the Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami and the recent hurricanes in the Caribbean and Pacific highlight the need to develop and strengthen effective disaster risk reduction, early warning systems, emergency relief, and rehabilitation and reconstruction capacities,” says the declaration.

The new U.S. system and the systems of 53 other countries will be part of the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), the international effort to develop a comprehensive, sustained and integrated Earth observation system.

The GEOSS blueprint for this new system is scheduled to be adopted at the Third Earth Observation Summit that will be held in Brussels February 16. Delegates are expected to sign off on a 10 year plan of action.

Such a system could cost up to $US10 billion, Lautenbacher estimated in an interview with ENS on January 11 at the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center in Hawaii.

Joseph Urusemal is President Federated States of Micronesia which was shaken by a 6.6 magnitude earthquake on Sunday. Here he is seen addressing delegates at the conference of Small Island Developing States last weekin Mauritius. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

Even before the Brussels summit, countries have been clamouring for a reliable tsunami early warning system. "The need for early warning was one of the key outcomes of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) conference which closed on Friday in Mauritius," said UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer."The United Nations, governments and civil society are as one on this issue."

"The disaster reduction conference, taking place between 18 and 22 January in Kobe, must now take this forward and put real flesh on these plans including the sums of money needed and the roles of the different actors involved," Toepfer said.

Toepfer said, "We must ensure that the proposed Indian Ocean early warning system does not, like the Caribbean one, simply lie on the shelf gathering dust. We must, as a tribute to those 150,000 people who died as a result of the devastating tsunami of December 26, 2004, translate fine words into deeds to ensure that vulnerability in the Indian Ocean is reduced and that early warning systems elsewhere are put in place. These need to cover not only tsunamis but other catastrophes including hurricanes and cyclones, fires, chemical accidents and oil spills.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Noticias.info

EARTHQUAKE: UN Seeks Unified, Global Tsunami System
/noticias.info/ India plans a tsunami-warning system that its neighbors could join, while Indonesia envisions one run by southeast Asian countries. The Germans are pitching their own high-tech network, but the United Nations says it should set up the system -- and then extend it globally, reports The Associated Press.

Amid the confusion, UN officials at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan, called on Wednesday for coordination of efforts -- and insisted on their own central role in marshaling the expertise and setting up the system. The conference, which was refocused to concentrate on tsunami after the Dec. 26 Asian tragedy killed more than 160,000 people, has set its top priority as the construction of an early warning system for ravaged nations in the Indian Ocean. The model for the new network is an existing system in the Pacific, which was established in 1965 and now provides early tsunami warnings to 26 nations. Experts say much of the technology -- from earthquake and sea level sensors to messaging systems -- could be easily transferred to southern Asia.

The key, experts said, is organizing Indian Ocean nations so that they are able to transmit alerts to coastal communities and share information among themselves quickly. Scientists will face the complex tasks of gauging tsunami risks along varied coastlines. Countries also need evacuation plans and measures to mitigate damage. Still, officials were confident they could put together a functioning system in southern Asia by the middle of next year. The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, which runs the UN's Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, has already proposed such a network in the Indian Ocean that would cost $30 million, with the goal of extending it worldwide by mid-2007. But first, the United Nations will have to sort through the differing ideas about what should be done. UNESCO plans two meetings in Paris, the first in early March, to put look at all the proposals, find common ground and work toward a single system.

The Financial Times adds Jan Egeland, UN head of humanitarian affairs, said he was confident the UN would be able to co-ordinate a rational response from the multiple offers. "Before the tsunami, disaster prevention was a special-interest-group issue and now it is a head of state issue," he said. More troubling was the possibility that the world would neglect more common natural hazards, including hurricanes, drought and plagues of locusts, he said. He and other experts said it would be better to create a comprehensive warning system for all kinds of disasters. Egeland proposed that 10 percent of the $4 billion -$5 billion spent each year on disaster relief should be earmarked for disaster prevention. GTZ, the German agency for technical co-operation, estimated that only 2 per cent of disaster-related aid was spent on prevention.

Xinhua meanwhile notes the head of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said Wednesday that the recent Indian Ocean tsunami could have serious impact on the environment of the countries affected. Although it was too early to make a detailed assessment, early indications from the UNEP's work on the tsunami were that the direct damage to the environment, including water supplies, forests and other natural resources will likely be high in many of the countries affected, said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UNEP. He stressed the importance of the environment in disaster reduction. "Without the environmental dimension firmly in the equation, there will be no long term disaster risk reduction," he said in Kobe.

In a separate piece, Agence France Presse notes the United Nations said Tuesday that it had received written pledges of $738.8 million from donor governments in response to its emergency relief appeal for the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster. The amount represents 76 percent of the $977 million appeal for cash launched by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan on January 6 to cover six months of disaster relief operations, mainly in south Asia. However, as it released updated data on the pledges, UN's humanitarian coordinating agency (OCHA) was unable to say how much of the amount the world body and its agencies had actually received since a conference in Geneva one week ago. "We don't have the figure yet," Elisabeth Byrs, a spokeswoman for OCHA told journalists.

Reuters adds Kofi Annan said on Tuesday that with emergency aid falling in place for the victims of the Indian Ocean tsunami, it is now time to focus on recovery and rebuilding devastated areas. A UN envoy will be named later this week to work with governments that have suffered from the disaster and ensure a coordinated and long-term global response to it, he told the 191-nation UN General Assembly in New York.

In related news, Agence France Presse reports that a proposal was made by the United States for a global business alliance to be established to coordinate and pool corporate resources in coping with natural disasters. Business contributions were a key component of the five billion dollars of international donations raised so far to help countries recover from the catastrophe triggered by a powerful undersea earthquake off Indonesia. There is no global business network at present to pool natural disaster aid efforts and provide reconstruction feedback in afflicted economies, according to several corporate leaders at a conference organized by the US Chamber of Commerce in Washington. The meeting, attended by officials from the UN, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, government and non-governmental groups and businesses, was aimed at exploring ways to assist in reconstruction efforts in the tsunami-afflicted economies.

The Jakarta Post (Indonesia) finally notes the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) announced on Tuesday that it would focus on resuscitating the livelihoods and socioeconomic activities of fishermen affected by the recent devastating tsunami in Aceh. Within two weeks, the agency will distribute tools to repair boats, fishing gear and traps, as well as provide assistance for redesigning vessels to be more adaptive to the situation, FAO director general Jacques Diouf said.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Experts Eye Warning System For All Disasters

JAPAN: January 20, 2005

KOBE - As the Asian tsunami focuses world attention on natural disasters, experts on Wednesday called for a global early warning system for all such catastrophes as soon as possible.

The aim, they said, was to halve the number of deaths from natural calamities.

While too late for the more than 175,000 people who died in the massive Dec. 26 tsunami, such a system for the Indian Ocean is top of the agenda at a United Nations-sponsored conference this week in the Japanese city of Kobe, itself hit by a devastating earthquake a decade ago.

Although the focus is on tsunamis, officials said early warnings were needed no less urgently for other natural disasters such as typhoons, hurricanes and drought.

"The goal quite simply is that all communities everywhere should have access to an early warning programme as soon as possible," said Jan Egeland, the UN's emergency relief coordinator. "Not only for tsunamis, which occur very infrequently."

Natural disasters such as floods, storms, earthquakes and tsunamis have killed some 600,000 people over the last decade.

"Natural hazards will always occur, but they don't need to turn into disasters if the proper measures are taken. There is a heavy cost in doing nothing," Michel Jarraud, head of the UN World Meteorological Organisation, told Reuters.

"We believe that we can significantly reduce the number of people who die through proper prevention measures," he added. "Our objective is to halve this number during the next decade."

In a first technical session on a tsunami warning system, Koichiro Matsuura, director-general of UNESCO, said he hoped an Indian Ocean system could be operational by the middle of 2006 and a global system a year after that.

SPEED IS NEEDED

But officials warned that action must be taken now if the planned time frame is to be met.

"In a few months the interest in tsunami warning may fade," said Peter Pissierssens, head of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO. "We're really trying to get the train out of the station now while the interest is high."

Japan is the site of some 20 percent of the world's earthquakes of magnitude 6 or over -- including the Kobe earthquake that killed 6,433 people a decade ago -- and which have also left a history of devastating tsunamis.

It has put its experience to good use in setting up a tsunami warning system that aims to issue a warning within three minutes, a system put to use on Wednesday when a warning was issued for a group of islands south of Tokyo after a 6.8 magnitude earthquake off the eastern coast.

A tsunami of 30 cm (12 in) was detected at one location, but there were no reports of damage and the warning was called off after two hours.

Japan is also part of the Hawaii-based Pacific Tsunami Warning Network, an international system set up after a devastating 1960 earthquake in Chile triggered tidal waves that killed more than 100 in Japan. This network is set to be a model for the system in the Indian Ocean.

No matter how good the technology, however, nothing can be done without communications systems to get the information out and without teaching residents what to do when a warning is issued.

People must also be taught that damage to the environment can worsen natural disasters, Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme, told Reuters.

Destruction of coral reefs and mangrove forests in some areas struck by the tsunami may have worsened the devastation of the wave.

"You have to use the environment (to help prevent) natural disasters," he said. "The conviction has grown that we need the integration of nature in the early warning system."

Toepfer later called for a multi-hazard warning system for all forms of potential disasters, whether natural such as hurricanes and tsunamis, or man-made ones such as oil and chemical spills.

Story by Elaine Lies

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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Washington Times

U.N. offers disaster early warning plan
Kobe, Japan, Jan. 19 (UPI) -- The United Nations Wednesday put forward its plans in Kobe, Japan, for a global early warning system to reduce death tolls from such natural hazards such as the Indian Ocean tsunamis. 

The World Conference on Disaster Reduction in its second of five days was scheduled well before the Dec. 26 catastrophe.

The basic U.N. plan calls for speedy transmission of data coupled with training of populations prone to such natural disasters as droughts, wildfires, landslides, hurricanes, typhoons, cyclones, floods, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and tsunamis. 

"This new program will help bring safety, security and peace of mind," said the director of the U.N. International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, Salvano Briceno. "Millions of people worldwide owe their lives and livelihoods to effective early warnings systems." 

The International Early Warning Program on disasters was first proposed at the Second International Conference on Early Warning two years ago in Bonn, Germany, but gained prominence with the tsunami catastrophe, which has claimed more than 165,000 lives, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

Reports out of Indonesia, which OCHA was unable to confirm Wednesday, said more deaths than the official toll had been tallied in that Southeast Asia nation alone, pushing the overall total to more than 220,000 dead.

More than half a million people were injured and up to 5 million other people were in need of basic services and at risk of deadly epidemics in a dozen Indian Ocean countries.

The calamity was set off by a massive earthquake whose epicenter was about 60 miles west of Indonesia's northernmost major island, Sumatra.

Massive waves from the temblor swamped the West coast of the huge island, inundating some points of Aceh Province as far as 3 miles inland nearly instantly, OCHA officials said.

But the waves took longer to reach more distant shores, such as Somalia on the Horn of Africa, which was hit hours later.

Had a tsunami early warning system that now exists only for the volcano- and earthquake-prone Pacific Rim also been operational in the Indian Ocean, the human toll might only have been a fraction of what it was since tremor and tidal gauges, fast data transfer, alarm mechanisms and training in the danger zones would have provided ample time for hundreds of thousands of people to flee to higher ground, officials said. 

As it was in Indonesia, officials said, when the water on many beaches receded after an initial, leading smaller wave, many animals were reported to have fled inland while squealing children ran towards the sea delighted to pick up stranded, flopping fish on what was the ocean's floor only to be overtaken by the following waves.

The IEWP brings together various U.N. organizations including the World Meteorological Organization, the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World Food Program, the U.N. Environment Program, ISDR, the German Disaster Reduction Committee and other bodies. 

"An effective warning system can exist only through regional cooperation that respects the principle of open, free and unrestricted exchange of observational data and ensures the establishment of an effective response plan that is activated when warnings are issued," UNESCO Director-General Koichiro Matsuura said.

He called for wider information flow and pointed up the importance of community education for disaster preparedness, a key factor in the preparedness of his nation, Japan.

Effective early warning systems have been widely recognized as worthwhile and necessary investments and, coupled with humanitarian aid and better preparedness, have slashed the number of people dying from famine, saving 2 million lives over the last 20 years, the United Nations said. 

Last year when tropical storms struck, millions of people in the Americas and Asia were evacuated, saving thousands of lives, according to officials. 

"It is increasingly clear that we need a multi-hazard early warning system that should represent a new way of thinking and ensures that environmental stability factors based on local wisdom and knowledge are built into disaster plans," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

The WFP has already developed the Humanitarian Early Warning Service Internet site bringing together under one Web platform the vast amount of information available from technical institutions on each type of natural hazards. It's called HEWS web. 

"One third of more than 100 million people whom WFP assists are those affected by natural hazards," WFP Executive Director James Morris said. 

WMO Secretary-General Michel Jarraud said about 90 percent of all natural disasters were of meteorological or hydrological origin.

"WMO aims to halve the number of deaths due to water-related disasters over the next 15 years by improving alerting systems for weather and water events through risk assessment, hazard detection, awareness raising and education about disaster prevention of communities at risk," he told the conference. 

Addressing the need for training in potential disaster zones, U.N. Volunteers Executive Coordinator Ad de Raad proposed strengthen preparedness and response efforts by including legislation to encourage formation of volunteer organizations and involving them in the development of early warning systems while providing people with such incentives as tax exemption and special work furloughs to volunteer.

In Geneva, the United Nations' International Labor Organization is calling for job creation strategies to be integrated into the humanitarian response to the tsunamis. It said some 600,000 people in the hardest-hit regions of Indonesia may have lost their sole source of income. And Sri Lanka's total number of unemployed may have temporarily risen by 55 percent or more. 

The strategies' main elements would include: reconstruction of employment-intensive infrastructure; social finance schemes and employment-friendly investments; and projects aimed at protecting vulnerable groups who have lost work, such as young people, women and migrant workers. 

In Rome, the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization said rehabilitation of severely affected mangroves would help speed up the recovery process. Mangroves contribute directly to rural livelihoods by providing timber, poles, fuel and thatch, as well as spawning grounds and nutrients for fish and shellfish, the FAO said.
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UN launches plans for global early warning system on natural disasters

By: UN News

Published: Jan 19, 2005

The United Nations today launched comprehensive plans for a global early warning system to reduce the deadly toll of natural hazards, combining speedy transmission of data with training of populations at risk in a strategy that experts say could have saved scores of thousands of lives in the recent Indian Ocean tsunami.

“This new programme will help bring safety, security and peace of mind,” the Director of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), Sálvano Briceno, told the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) in Kobe, Japan. “Millions of people worldwide owe their lives and livelihoods to effective early warnings systems.”

The International Early Warning Programme (IEWP), first proposed at the Second International Conference on Early Warning two years ago in Bonn, Germany, will improve resilience to all types of natural hazards ranging from droughts, wildfires and floods through typhoons, hurricanes and landslides to volcanic eruption and tsunamis.

But it rose to the top of the disaster relief agenda with the 26 December tsunami, which left at least 165,000 people dead, more than half a million more injured and up to 5 million others in need of basic services and at risk of deadly epidemics in a dozen Indian Ocean countries from giant waves that in many cases took hours to reach vulnerable areas.

Had a tsunami early warning system that now exists only for the volcano- and earthquake-prone Pacific Rim also been operational in the Indian Ocean, the human toll might only have been a fraction of what it was since tremor and tidal gauges, fast data transfer and alarm mechanisms and training in the danger zones would have provided ample time for hundreds of thousands of people to flee to higher ground.

The IEWP brings together various UN organizations including the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), ISDR, the German Disaster Reduction Committee and other bodies.

“An effective warning system can exist only through regional cooperation that respects the principle of open, free and unrestricted exchange of observational data and ensures the establishment of an effective response plan that is activated when warnings are issued,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said, stressing the need for wider information flow and the importance of community education for disaster preparedness.

Effective early warning systems have been widely recognized as worthwhile and necessary investments and, coupled with humanitarian aid and better preparedness, have slashed the number of people dying from famine, saving 2 million lives over the last 20 years.

In 2004, millions of people in the Americas and Asia were evacuated when tropical storms struck, undoubtedly saving thousands of lives.

“It is increasingly clear that we need a multi-hazard early warning system that should represent a new way of thinking and ensures that environmental stability factors based on local wisdom and knowledge are built into disaster plans,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.

The WFP has already developed the HEWSweb – Humanitarian Early Warning Service – bringing together under one web platform the vast amount of information available from technical institutions on each type of natural hazards.

“One third of more than 100 million people whom WFP assists are those affected by natural hazards,” WFP Executive Director James T. Morris said.

WMO Secretary-General Michel Jarraud noted that about 90 per cent of all natural disasters are of meteorological or hydrological origin. “WMO aims to halve the number of deaths due to water-related disasters over the next 15 years by improving alerting systems for weather and water events through risk assessment, hazard detection, awareness raising and education about disaster prevention of communities at risk,” he told the conference.

Addressing the need for training in potential disaster zones, UN Volunteers (UNV) Executive Coordinator Ad de Raad set forth a series of proposals to strengthen preparedness and response efforts, including legislation to encourage formation of volunteer organizations, involving them in the development of early warning systems and providing people with incentives such as tax exemption and special leave to volunteer.
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[ANN]'Go green' when repairing wave damage

The Asian Development Bank has concluded that the recent earthquake and tsunami disaster that struck coastal communities in more than 10 countries in Asia and the Indian Ocean could throw nearly two million additional people into poverty - half of them in Indonesia alone.

But the report by the ADB, published last Thursday, concludes that overall, the economies of the afflicted countries will not be seriously affected, except for Sri Lanka and the Maldives, which rely heavily on two of the hardest-hit sectors, tourism and fishing.

Indeed, the ADB thinks the tragedy could result in a surge of economic activity by generating new investment in goods and services required for reconstruction. Thus the overall impact could end up being somewhat positive for economic growth.

But some conservation groups believe there is a need to look beyond orthodox economic calculus. They are calling on governments and international agencies to carry out reconstruction in a way that is environmentally sustainable. Oth-erwise, they warn, p

oorly executed redevelopment will make coastal and island communities just as vulnerable to future natural disasters as they were to the killer waves caused by the undersea earthquake off Indonesia the day after Christmas.

"Healthy ecosystems can save lives," says Ms. Isabelle Louis, Asia-Pacific program director of the global conservation group World Wildlife Fund. "Places that had healthy coral reefs and intact mangroves, which act as natural buffers, were less badly hit by the tsunami than those where the reefs had been damaged and mangroves ripped out and replaced by prawn farms and poorly planned beachfront hotels."

For example, reports from the Maldives in the Indian Ocean south of Sri Lanka suggest that the damage from the tsunami could have been worse if the government's policy of protecting the network of coral reefs that shield the islands from the open sea had not been so diligent.

When the seismic waves struck India's southern state of Tamil Nadu, areas with dense mangroves suffered fewer human casualties and less damage to property compared to areas without these tree barriers that are found along tropical and sub-tropical coastlines.

UNEP and conservation groups say it is vital that coastal ecosystems such as coral reefs, mangroves,marshes and forests that buffer the impact of tsunamis and cyclones are rehabilitated and restored. Some have been severely damaged by not just by the waves, but by the silt and pollutants carried back out to sea.

"UNEP is therefore mobilizing its remote sensing and geographic information system capacities, in collaboration with other U.N. agencies, to help identify impact and make relevant information available to relief efforts," says executive director Klaus Toepfer. "All in all, a number of grave environmental concerns must be taken into account as the reconstruction plans are drawn up."

One important part of any rebuilding program will be the rehabilitation of thousands of fishing communities which were among the hardest hit by the wave damage. Many fishing boats were sunk or carried inland and wrecked. Boats must be repaired as quickly as possible and new ones built. This will require reconstruction aid from local governments and the international community, probably through the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank.

There is another problem: Across Asia, consumers are shunning fish, crabs and prawns in the false belief that they are contaminated either by dead bodies in the sea or pollutants stirred up by the tsunami. Even where seafood is being sold, prices have fallen sharply. WWF warns that if devastated fishing communities are not adequately resourced so that they can start bringing in and selling their catches again, there is a real risk that opportunistic foreign fishing fleets will move into the region, further compounding their plight.

Conservation groups are also recommending that coastal development should not in future occur within a specified safety zone from the high tide mark and that coastal use planning and policies, including disaster risk assessments, should be carried out.

Sri Lanka's government has indicated it intends to make sure that communities and tourist resorts in the tsunami-hit areas are relocated a safe distance from sea.

President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom of the Maldives told Australian Prime Minister John Howard when they met at the tsunami summit in Jakarta this month that he wanted help in repairing coral reefs. Australia has offered aid. But these are just small initial steps in what conservation groups and UNEP say should be a full-scale "green" reconstruction program.

The writer is a visiting senior research fellow at the Institute of South-east Asian Studies. This is a personal comment. - Ed.

By Michael Richardson The Straits Times (Singapore) Asia News Network
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GLOBAL EARLY WARNING SYSTEM LAUNCHED AT U.N. CONFERENCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION

2005-01-19 | KOBE, Japan, 19 January -- United Nations experts have decided to create a global early-warning system to reduce the impact of natural hazards on vulnerable communities and to increase international cooperation to help save lives and livelihoods.

Launched today at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, the International Early Warning Programme (IEWP) brings together United Nations organizations including the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World Food Programme (WFP), and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) and the ISDR Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning, together with the German Disaster Reduction Committee and other organizations.

The IEWP, which was proposed at the Second International Conference on Early Warning in Bonn, Germany, two years ago, will improve resilience to all types of natural hazards including droughts, wild land fires, floods, typhoons, hurricanes, landslides, volcanic eruption and tsunamis. “This new programme will help bring safety, security and peace of mind. Millions of people worldwide owe their lives and livelihoods to effective early warnings systems”, said Sálvano Briceno, Director of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, at today’s launch.

This United Nations initiative will include wider information flow and emphasize the importance of community education about disaster preparedness. “An effective warning system can exist only through regional cooperation that respects the principle of open, free and unrestricted exchange of observational data and ensures the establishment of an effective response plan that is activated when warnings are issued”, said Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO.

“It is increasingly clear that we need a multi-hazard early-warning system that should represent a new way of thinking and ensures that environmental stability factors based on local wisdom and knowledge, are built into disaster plans”, said Klaus Töepfer, UNEP Executive Director.

Background

Effective early warning systems have been widely recognized as worthwhile and necessary investments. Such systems, coupled with humanitarian aid and better preparedness, have greatly cut the number of people dying from famine, saving 2 million lives over the last 20 years.

In 2004, millions of people in the Americas and Asia were evacuated when tropical storms struck, undoubtedly saving thousands of lives. Experts agree that the lack of comparable early-warning system in the Indian Ocean was a factor in the huge loss of life there from the 26 December 2004 tsunami.

”One third of more than 1 hundred million people whom the World Food Programme assists are those affected by natural hazards, said James T. Morris, Executive Director of the WFP, whose agency has given priority to early warning and preparedness. The WFP has also developed the HEWSweb (The Humanitarian Early Warning Service) which was launched on the eve of the Kobe Conference, in December, in Geneva. HEWSweb is a new early-warning web site bringing together under one web platform the vast amount of information available from technical institutions on each type of natural hazards.

In a statement at the global conference, Michel Jarraud, Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, said “about 90 per cent of all natural disasters are disasters of meteorological or hydrological origin. The WMO aims to halve the number of deaths due to water-related disasters over the next 15 years, by improving alerting systems for weather and water events through risk assessment, hazard detection, awareness raising and education about disaster prevention of communities at risk; capacity-building in developing countries; and the allotment of a portion of development assistance to disaster prevention strategies.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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ENVIRONMENT-CARIBBEAN:
Ships Dump Tonnes of Waste in Turquoise Waters

Dionne Jackson Miller* 


KINGSTON, Jan 18 (Tierramérica) - The multi-million dollar Caribbean shipping industry, necessary to the economic prosperity of the region's small island states, also has its negative side: the generation of tonnes of waste, which these countries are often ill-prepared to cope with. 

The Caribbean has the ''most intensive maritime traffic in the world,'' with some 50,000 ships and 14.5 million tourists visiting annually, according to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

A typical cruise ship carries 3,000 passengers and produces between 400 and 1,200 cubic metres of watery waste daily, including waste from kitchens and showers, according to UNEP. 

''They don't have the facilities to accept ship waste, and more importantly, lack the necessary resources and organisational structure to monitor ships,” whether cargo or passenger vessels, Ian Blair, senior vice president of the Jamaican Port Authority, told Tierramérica. 

There are major concerns related to the disposal of ship-generated garbage, oily bilge water (water accumulated in part of the ship's hull) and ballast water, which is taken in by ships to increase their stability and manoeuvrability while in transit. 

Oily waste and garbage affect water quality and marine life, and ballast water carries into the region organisms from far-flung places, which can alter ecosystems and hurt biodiversity, Cowell Lyn, a consultant working on a rehabilitation project for Jamaica's Kingston Harbour, explained to Tierramérica. 

Invasive species threaten the existence of endemic flora and fauna, that is, native species that are unique, not found in any other part of the world, and which are already threatened by deforestation and urbanisation. 

The Dominican Republic has recorded the presence of 186 invasive species, the largest number in the region, followed by Puerto Rico, with 182, and the Bahamas, with 159. 

Passenger cruise ships also dump as much as 70 litres of dangerous waste a day into the sea. Toxins include photo processing chemicals, paints, solvents and batteries, which threaten animal and human life alike, as 70 percent of the Caribbean population lives in coastal areas. 

The region is also affected by heavy oil tanker traffic. Several of the world's leading crude oil producers are in the Greater Caribbean area, including Venezuela, Mexico, Colombia and Trinidad and Tobago. 

Petroleum often ends up dumped in the Caribbean waters, due to erratic waste management or to accidental spills. 

Cuba's Havana Bay is the most polluted, with 1,200 milligrams of hydrocarbons per kilogram of dry sediment, while Jamaica's Kingston Harbour has 578 milligrams per kilo of dry sediment, according to UNEP. 

The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL 73/78 - developed in 1973 and amended in 1978) regulates the disposal of oil, toxic substances, and garbage from ships. 

Annex Five, which entered into force on December 31, 1988, governs the disposal of garbage and imposes a complete ban on the dumping into the sea of all forms of plastic. 

A 1993 amendment designated the ''Wider Caribbean'' as a vulnerable ''special area'' with restrictions on how ships can deal with garbage disposal. 

This designation has not yet come into force, however, because states have not advised the oversight body, the International Maritime Organisation (IMO), as to whether adequate facilities exist to deal with ship generated waste. 

''It may be that the systems are there but they have not been reported,” IMO regional adviser Curtis Roach told Tierramérica. 

IMO Secretary General Efthimios Mitropoulos urged Caribbean countries ''to redouble their efforts to ensure that the provisions of the Special Area status take effect without further delay,'' during a regional seminar in Barbados last July, 

The Wider Caribbean encompasses the region's islands and the coastal areas of the mainland Latin American countries, from Mexico to French Guyana, as well as El Salvador, even thought its shoreline is on the Pacific Ocean. 

Its institutional manifestation is the Association of Caribbean States, created in 1994, with 25 independent states as full members, plus Aruba, Dutch Antilles and France (on behalf of Guadeloupe, French Guyana and Martinique). 

According to Caribbean Environment Outlook, a publication prepared by the United Nations Development Program for the Jan. 10-14 Mauritius meeting of small island states, the nine-member Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) is reporting ”harmonised policies and legislation for both shore and ship generated waste.” 

St. Lucia cites improved ship waste reception at major ports and marinas. And in Jamaica, extensive groundwork is now being done to establish a facility to dispose of ship generated garbage. 

(* Dionne Jackson Miller is a Tierramérica contributor. Originally published Jan. 15 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)
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Of water and diseases

By Henrylito D. Tacio

Regarding Henry

A COUPLE of years back, an American journalist told me when we were writing a paper on water and population for the Washington-based Woodrow Wilson Institute Center for Scholars: Two-thirds of humanity does not have the luxury of getting clean and potable water out of a tap.

He cites Metro Manila as a case in point: one-third of the people have no access to clean water that open canals are used for everything, including drinking and bathing. "Groundwater aquifers and rivers are polluted with refuse, garbage, industrial waste, and raw sewage," he said. "As a result, tap water is polluted."

All over the world, people are getting to be thirsty. As Dr. Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (Unep), puts it: "The water crisis - unlike the energy crisis - is life threatening. The level of suffering and misery represented by these statistics is almost beyond comprehension."

He continues: "As water is an absolutely vital resource, at the center of life itself, it is a key integrating factor in the environment.

Without sustainable water management to ensure that there are sufficient supplies of clean, safe water, the health of ecosystems and those who depend on them, especially people, suffer."

The UN water commission estimated some 1.4 billion people living without clean drinking water. At least 2.3 billion people lack adequate sanitation. "Access to safe water is a fundamental human need and, therefore, a basic human right," points out United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Some health experts consider dirty water as the world's deadliest pollutant. After all, 250 million cases of water-borne disease are reported each year. As a result, 10 million people - the majority of them children - die each year.

The Dublin Principles recognize that clean water is an input to which every human has the right to claim an essential minimum amount - the amount necessary to sustain life and meet basic sanitation needs. For human survival, the absolute minimum daily water requirement is only about 5 liters per day, whereas the daily requirement for sanitation, bathing, and cooking needs, as well as for assuring survival, is about 50 liters per person (equivalent to about 20 cubic meters per year).

Most of the diseases associated with water are communicable. The World Health Organization in Geneva classified water diseases into four categories: waterborne, water washed, water-based, and water-related.

Waterborne diseases arise from the contamination of water by human or animal feces or urine infected by pathogenic viruses or bacteria, which are directly transmitted when the water is drunk or used in the preparation of food. Classic examples include cholera and typhoid fever.

Water-washed diseases happen when scarcity and inaccessibility of water make washing and personal cleanliness difficult and infrequent. Where this is so, some diarrheal diseases and contagious skin (leishmaniasis) and eye (trachoma) infections are prevalent. These diseases diminish whenever an adequate supply of water is available and used.

In some instances, water provides the habitat for intermediate host organisms in which some parasites pass part of their life cycle. Thus, the category water-based diseases came into being. Examples include schistosomiasis (bilharzias) and dracunculiasis (guinea worm).

Water may also provide a habitat for water-related insect vectors of disease. Mosquitoes breed in water and the adult mosquitoes may transmit malaria, filariasis, and virus infections such as dengue, yellow fever, and Japanese encephalitis.

Although population growth rates in most parts of the world are dropping over the past several decades, some eighty million people are still added each year. "There is no more water on our planet now than there was two thousand years ago, when the population was less than three percent of its current size," contends Hinrichsen.

Dr. Jacques Diouf, director-general of the Rome-based Food and Agriculture Organization, agrees: "Water is already a scarce commodity in many areas of the world."

For Davao bisaya stories.Click here.
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Ringing Telephones Warn of Tsunamis

UNEP News Release

January 16,2005

Proper warning systems can reduce the number of casualties

Small islands close their conference with a call for significant strengthening of early warning for Caribbean, Indian Ocean and Pacific and action to conserve corals, mangroves and other natural sea defenses.

Making operational a tsunami early warning system in the Indian Ocean must be one of the key outcomes of an international disaster reduction conference taking place in Japan, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said on January15 ,2005 .

The conference should also outline how such a system can be extended beyond the Indian Ocean to all seas and oceans across the globe and to all forms of natural and man-made disasters including climate change, said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director.

“The need for early warning was one of the key outcomes of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) conference which closed on Friday in Mauritius. The United Nations, governments and civil society are as one on this issue,” he said.

“The disaster reduction conference, taking place between 18 and 22 January in Kobe, must now take this forward and put real flesh on these plans including the sums of money needed and the roles of the different actors involved,” added Mr Toepfer.

The SIDS conference also highlighted how natural features such as coral reefs and mangroves play important roles in defending small islands and low lying coastal areas from aggressive and destructive seas.

Governments agreed that more action should be taken to conserve these vital ecosystems by, for example, reducing pollution from the land into coastal areas, tackling illegal trade in corals and better assessing the impact of coastal developments.

Delegates at the SIDS meeting agreed that early warning systems were vital and that along with technology such as telecommunications and sea-based buoys, reducing vulnerability to such events also required community based initiatives involving education and training.

A special session of the Kobe World Conference on Disaster Reduction has been organized on 19 January by the Japanese government to specifically address the tsunami issue.

Mr Toepfer said much could be learnt from the Caribbean, where a Caribbean Tsunami Warning System was approved in 2002 following an earlier meeting hosted by the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and UNEP.

The system, which would cover areas including the Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Mexico and the Bahamas, is designed to alert countries and communities to a potentially damaging tsunami by ringing telephones and setting off alarm tones on personal computers.

Other components of the system include a network of sea level gauges, able to detect the emergence of big waves, a network of seismic stations and links to weather and meteorological stations in the region.

An aggressive public education and information program for local communities is also proposed including how to spot warning signs and develop appropriate evacuation procedures.

The system, which has been priced at just under $2. 5million, would take about three years to establish. But since being agreed there has been little progress towards its implementation.

Mr Toepfer said: “We must ensure that the proposed Indian Ocean early warning system does not, like the Caribbean one, simply lie on the shelf gathering dust. We must, as a tribute to those150 , 000people who died as a result of the devastating tsunami of 26 December2004 , translate fine words into deeds to ensure that vulnerability in the Indian Ocean is reduced and that early warning systems elsewhere are put in place. These need to cover not only tsunamis but other catastrophes including hurricanes and cyclones, fires, chemical accidents and oil spills”.

Since the tragedy of 26 December, UNEP along with other UN bodies and the international community has been assisting the countries affected including small islands such as the Seychelles and the Maldives.

An initial  assessment or ‘screening’ of the environmental damage, including damage to natural sea defenses such as coral reefs and mangrove swamps and chemical and waste installations, is expected from UNEP teams by mid to late February when UNEP will hold its Governing Council at its Nairobi, Kenya, headquarters.

The Mauritius Declaration, which came at the end of the SIDS meeting held last week in Port Louis, Mauritius, states that “we, the representatives of the people of the world, reiterate that the acknowledged vulnerability of small island developing states continues to be of major concern and that this vulnerability will grow unless urgent steps are taken”.

Governments also specifically backed calls for an Indian Ocean and more extended early warning network.

“The tragic impacts of the Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami and the recent hurricanes in the Caribbean and Pacific highlight the need to develop and strengthen effective disaster risk reduction, early warning systems, emergency relief, and rehabilitation and reconstruction capacities,” says the declaration.
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A tsunami for West Africa?

Abiodun Raufu, Padma Tata and Kimani Chege | Lagos


18 January 2005 11:10
Scientists in Nigeria have discounted warnings that the West African coastline risks a tsunami but stress the need to plan for other extreme events, according to the Science and Development Network.

Yevgeny Dolginov, a professor of geological studies at the Russian University for People's Friendship, told the Pravda news agency that African countries including Cameroon, Gabon and Nigeria were at risk. "I feel it is necessary to warn the embassies of the countries located around the equator about the possibilities of massive earthquakes in the near future," Dolginov told Pravda.

Olusola Dublin-Green, assistant director of the Nigerian Institute of Oceanography and Marine Research says, however, that the risk of a tsunami striking Nigeria is remote.

She points out that the Atlantic Ocean is not geologically active. "We do not expect tsunamis in Nigeria or in the West African sub-region either now or in the immediate future," agrees Ernest Afiesimama, head of environmental and climate predictions at the Nigeria Meteorological Agency.

"The only area where we could probably think of a natural disaster is in the western boundary with Cameroon, where there is an active volcanic region." Afiesimama says the Nigerian government must invest in early warning systems to face this threat. Other scientists say that despite the risk of a tsunami being remote, Nigeria's coast is at risk from extreme weather.

Much of the land along Nigeria's extensive coastline is below sea level, and the coastal cities of Lagos and Port Harcout have experienced seasonal flooding in recent years.

"Flooding similar to what happened in Asia is possible in coastal Nigeria," says Wilson Mangi, of the Nigerian Meteorological Agency. "Especially around August when you have very strong surface winds."

Reports from South and South-East Asia that the tsunami caused more damage in areas where mangrove forests had been cleared could have relevance for Nigeria. Pollution linked to the oil industry in the Niger Delta has apparently devastated the region's mangrove forests. Another threat to the mangroves is the expansion of the export shrimp industry.

The multi-national oil company Shell and the US Agency for International Development have entered into a partnership to build a large shrimp farming project on Nigeria's coast, but environmentalists are concerned it could lead to more mangroves being cut down.

"The recent tsunami nightmare is a vivid warning to Nigeria against any intensification of coastal zone development without complementary understanding of related oceanographic processes," says Ako Amadi, a marine ecologist.

In East Africa to launch the United Nations Conference on Small Islands in Mauritius, Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN's Environmental Programme (Unep) stressed the urgency of early warning systems, adding that the cost would be high "but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned".

According to Unep spokesperson Eric Falt, speaking in Nairobi, Kenya, the UN body has yet to come up with a clear picture of the tsunami's environmental impacts but will soon be using geographic information systems and other remote sensing techniques to assess the extent of the damage.

He said that mangrove forests and coral reefs were important natural barriers to the tsunamis but that most of them have been destroyed in the small island states due to increased human activity.

Dense mangrove forests growing along the coasts of tropical and sub-tropical countries can help reduce the devastating impact of tsunamis and coastal storms by absorbing some of the waves' energy, say scientists.

When the tsunami struck India's southern state of Tamil Nadu on 26 December, for example, areas in Pichavaram and Muthupet with dense mangroves suffered fewer human casualties and less damage to property compared to areas without mangroves.

But the scientists also warn that the unique coastal tropical forests are among the most threatened habitats in the world. This is due to population growth and unsustainable economic development including deliberate land reclamation for urban and industrial development, widespread shrimp farming, and chemical pollution.

"We have observed that mangroves often served as a barrier to the fury of water," says M. S. Swaminathan, so-called father of India’s 'green revolution', and head of the M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF)in Chennai, India.

MSSRF scientists found, for example, that in October 1999, mangrove forests reduced the impact of a 'super-cyclone' that struck Orissa on India’s east coast, killing at least 10 000 people and making 7,5-million homeless.

More than 15 years ago, MSSRF launched a programme to restore India's vanishing mangrove forests. One success story is the Joint Mangrove Management project, supported by the India-Canada Environment Facility with funding from the Canadian International Development Agency.

Implemented in six mangrove areas along the east coast of southern India between 1996 and 2003, the project helped restore 1 447 hectares of degraded mangrove forest.

The foundation adopted a three-pronged strategy. The first goal was to conserve and regenerate mangroves along India's east coast.

The second involved genetic modification: identifying and transferring salt tolerance genes from mangroves species to crops like rice and mustard growing in coastal areas.

Thirdly, the foundation has been raising awareness among local communities about impending storms and about safe fishing zones and days. Jeff McNeely, chief scientist of the Switzerland-based World Conservation Union (IUCN), has also voiced concern about rapidly disappearing mangrove forests that offer protection against events like tsunamis.

McNeely told the Agence France Press news agency that over the past several decades, many mangroves have been cleared to grow shrimp ponds by outsiders granted concessions from governments to set up shrimp farms, who lacked the long-term knowledge of why the forests should have been saved.

According to the US-based Earth Island Institute's Mangrove Action Project, mangrove forests once covered three-quarters of the coastlines of tropical and sub-tropical countries, but only half of that area remains intact today.

The Mangrove Action Project says vast tracts of mangroves have been cleared to make way for shrimp farms in developing countries, and that national governments have been unable to adequately regulate the industry.

Multilateral agencies are also supporting shrimp farming projects without paying attention to social and ecological security, says the organisation. Shrimp farming alone caused a loss of 65 000 hectares of mangroves in Thailand, according to a 2002 paper by V. P. Upadhyay and colleagues in the journal Current Science.

In Indonesia, Java has lost 70% of its mangrove area, Sulawesi 49%, Sumatra 36%. Globally the rate of decline in mangrove forest cover is 2-8% each year, said the paper.

In India, large stretches of mangrove forest have been severely degraded in almost all areas where they are found. As well as acting as a barrier against tsunamis, cyclones and hurricanes, mangrove forests provide society with a range of other ecological services.

These include preventing coastal erosion, protecting coral reefs from silting up, and providing a source of timber, food and traditional medicines In addition, an editorial in the influential journal Nature argues that the tsunami teaches the world that science should be shared.

This editorial argues that the way events unfolded, and their tragic consequences, show the disparity in how science is applied in different parts of the world. It points out the irony that the very same tools of communication that could have saved lives instead brought news of widespread death.

There are two lessons to be learnt.

International bodies set up to provide early warnings of natural disasters must no longer be neglected and underfunded. Also, people in rich countries need to ask their governments to "pay modest respect to the value of human life" -- particularly when deciding research priorities.

Scientists have a role to play in this, says the article. Earth scientists should follow the example of biomedical researchers in

developed nations who have put time, effort and funding into studying diseases that affect mostly poorer nations.

"It is clear, with the benefit of hindsight, that the arcane international bodies that manage tsunami protection have been neglected and underfunded for many years," says the editorial. "Most of them have focused on the Pacific Ocean, and occasional attempts to widen their brief to the Indian Ocean have been rebuffed."

A master plan prepared in 1999 by ITSU, one of the international organizations that plans for the monitoring of tsunamis, stated: 'Tsunami hazards exist on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean, in the eastern Indian Ocean, and in the Mediterranean, Caribbean, and Black Seas. Efforts to establish warning centers in those areas should be encouraged.'

"An important reason for the previous confinement of monitoring systems to the Pacific has been the occurrence of two tsunamis in the Pacific quite recently, in 1960 and 1964. The last tsunami produced by an earthquake in the Indian Ocean is thought to have occurred back in 1833."

"However, the most important differentiating factor has been the readiness of 'Pacific rim' nations such as Japan, Australia and the United States to support a cheap but potentially effective system for monitoring and for educating the public about an infrequent risk. India, Indonesia and the other nations on the Indian Ocean's rim are relatively poor countries with needs that seemed more pressing than that of planning against the remote -- but nonetheless inevitable -- prospect of a tsunami."

Meanwhile, public health officials in countries hit by last month's tsunami are rapidly burying victims in mass graves to prevent disease outbreaks. But this is an unnecessary practice according to a report released last year. The report, produced by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in September 2004, says mass burial following natural disasters should be avoided.

It says it is a myth that human corpses pose a higher risk of diseases such as cholera, because most harmful bacteria and viruses die soon after human death as the body temperature falls.

According to news@nature.com, mass burials also reduce the likelihood of identifying victims -- who should be buried instead in a way that allows later exhumation and a dignified funeral. It recommends that each body is carefully recorded, tagged and put into an individual body bag. SciDev.Net
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Expert wisdom: A collection of quotes on disasters
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Source: AlertNet

Bangladeshis replant a bamboo grove on an eroded river bank west of Dhaka

File Photo by RAFIQUR RAHMAN

KOBE, Japan (AlertNet) - Our intrepid correspondent, Tim Large, solicits key quotes from heavy hitters at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan, on topics ranging from the sorry state of tsunami-ravaged farmland in Indonesia to the U.S. delegation’s fear that the issue of climate change could distort debate on disaster prevention.

Geert van der Linden, vice president of the Asian Development Bank, on the Indian Ocean tsunami damage to farmland in Indonesia:

The tsunami has not just caused a lot of physical damage, but over a two kilometre zone it has really caused the land to be degraded significantly, and the question is whether any farming is possible in the next year, two years, three years. It may not be possible. The population that used to live here, in order to survive, may need to be relocated a bit away from the coast.

van der Linden on the challenge of resettling disaster survivors and building new infrastructure:

It’s much more straightforward to repair a railway line in the same place it was than to develop completely new settlement areas.

And on the importance of education in disaster preparedness:

Many people reported that just before the tsunami hit they saw the sea water recede. The president of the Asian Development Bank is 70 years old, and he told me that in his childhood, as children in Japan, those who lived near the coast were warned that if the sea recedes, run away as fast as you can. But it was clear that in the tsunami in December, very few people knew that or remembered that, and realised that actually this was very dangerous. So there are all sorts of things, at a very basic level . . . that can be done to be prepared for natural disasters.

Michel Jarraud, secretary-general of the World Meteorological Organisation, on the WMO’s goal of reducing death tolls by half over the next decade through better early warning and risk reduction:

More than 90 percent of deaths are due to hydro-meteorological disasters, and we believe that we can reduce that number by half. Hazards will always remain, but they don’t need to turn into disasters if appropriate measures are taken.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, on the link between climate change and disasters:

Climate change is not a movie or science fiction development. It is calculable. It is already happening. (The result is) the short-term increase of extreme weather conditions. It is not only a quantitative increase. It is also a qualitative increase. The amplitude of those extreme weather conditions is higher. So we have more and more intensive storms, hurricanes and cyclones. We have more intensive flooding with very heavy raining. We have more intensive droughts.

Toepfer on the necessity of early warning systems for so-called technical hazards, such as chemical accidents and nuclear meltdowns:

We must be aware that in terms of preparedness, especially on the local level, the more technical oriented disasters must have the same attention. We must have the same warning system. We must have the same preparedness, and education of the people.

And on the destruction of coral reefs and mangrove swamps in some areas struck by the Indian Ocean tsunami that may have worsened the devastation of the killer waves:

You have to use the environment (to help prevent) natural disasters. The conviction has grown that we need the integration of nature in the early warning system.

Mark Lagon, deputy assistant secretary, Bureau of International Organisation Affairs, U.S. State Department, on why the U.S. delegation has sought to eliminate references to climate change in the draft outcome document of the World Disaster Reduction Conference:

Variability of climate is quite relevant to natural disasters. Clearly talking about climate is pertinent here, but it’s well known that there are controversies about the issue of climate change, about the Kyoto Protocol in other venues of the U.N. It’s our desire that this controversy not distract from this conference.

Our only suggestion is let’s not let something which has been a legitimate, serious, substantive debate about how to grapple best with climate change to skew a very important conference. Matters of climate change and environment are certainly pertinent to the kinds of hazards that exist today, and the United States would not deny that.

Lagon on the use of the U.S. military in tsunami relief:

Every country beyond its own share of world GDP has something it can offer. As it happens, the United States has a pretty substantial military capacity, one of lift and so on. And the United States is very willing to apply that when welcome for humanitarian efforts. The United States pledged $350 million dollars for tsunami relief, but on top of that every day the United States, it’s been calculated, spends about $6 million on the application of its military assets toward tsunami relief.
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KOBE, Japan, (UNEP) -- Environmental issues, as an integral part of disaster-reduction plans, must be at the centre of all development activity, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

Speaking at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer called for greater integration of environmental issues in disaster preparation and response, and underlined the importance of learning lessons from the recent tsunami disaster in South Asia.

He warned that while it was too early to present a detailed assessment, early indications from UNEP's work on the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster were that the direct damage to the environment, including water supplies, forests and other natural resources will likely be high in many of the countries affected. 

"Beyond the immediate concerns of threat to human health and livelihoods, there is increasing evidence of serious impacts on the natural environment, such as damage to coral reefs and protective forests in a number of countries", he said. "At this stage, it is necessary to carefully assess the situation in a scientific manner. Beyond this we must look at the necessary responses and also learn lessons from this terrible tragedy."

"At the global level, in addition to a tsunami early-warning system for the Indian Ocean, it is increasingly clear that we also need a multi-hazard early-warning system that can cover all forms of natural and man-made disasters -- from typhoons to hurricanes to chemical accidents and oil spills", Mr. Toepfer said.

"Such systems must incorporate more than technology", he said. "They should represent a new way of thinking that ensures environmental stability factors, based on local wisdom and knowledge, are built into disaster plans."

"We need a robust nature that can tolerate impacts of disasters and help fight the consequences", Mr. Toepfer said.

"Therefore, there is a clear need to invest in the environmental capital of natural resources whether they are forests, mangroves or coral reefs."

"Such an investment, whether in the coastal communities of the Indian Ocean or elsewhere, will lessen the impact of disasters when they happen, and provide for greater stability and reduced vulnerability around the world."

Using the example of existing rules and guidelines for the construction of roads and buildings in earthquake zones, Mr. Toepfer said: "In the same way that we have building standards for construction in earthquake zones, we need to put a disaster prevention value on our natural ecosystems. We need to make our own `construction criteria', criteria that place an ecosystem value on our homes and infrastructure."

"To achieve this we need more disaster risk environmental assessment, as well as a clear set of risk indicators and warning information. Without the environmental dimension firmly in the equation there will be no long-term disaster risk reduction", he said.

Since the devastating tsunami hit coastal communities across the Indian Ocean on 26 December, UNEP, along with other United Nations bodies and the international community, has been assisting the countries affected, and dispatched staff to the region.

Specific requests for help have so far come from Indonesia, which has asked UNEP to establish an environmental crisis centre, the Maldives, which has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods, and Sri Lanka and Thailand for environmental impact assessments.

An initial assessment report of the environmental damage, including damage to natural sea defences such as coral reefs and mangrove swamps and chemical and waste installations, is expected from UNEP teams next month. In addition, there will be more detailed assessments of the impact on the environment at eight affected areas.

Another tragedy in 2004, in the Caribbean, where floods and mudslides caused by Hurricane Jeanne killed up to 3,000 people in Haiti and left another 200,000 affected, demonstrated all too vividly how disasters strike differently, depending on how the ground was "prepared for them".

In Haiti, extensive deforestation left large hillsides bare, allowing rainwater to run off directly to the settlements at the bottom of the slopes. In neighbouring Dominican Republic, hit by the same storm, there were few victims to mourn, and part of the reason is that their hills are still covered by a protecting forest.

In a new analysis by UNEP on the impact of the cyclone, research reveals an 89% correlation between the extent of deforestation and incidence of victims per exposed. There is also a clear correlation between the extent of environmental degradation and level of development in the countries affected, a point that underlines the vulnerability of the poor to natural and man-made disasters.

In another example, Japan's response to its deadliest storm in 25 years provides an excellent opportunity for the world community to draw lessons in disaster preparedness.

A new UNEP report on the Tokage typhoon that swept across much of southern Japan on 20 October last year shows that, while the human impacts were heavy, extensive damage was avoided due to the good practices put in place at all levels of Japanese society.

It says the package of measures related to governance, education and awareness, information and data management, and related procedures collectively helped in mitigating the negative impacts of the disaster.

"Japan has been in the forefront of sound practices in minimizing the destructive impacts of disasters", said Mr. Toepfer. "This UNEP study will provide valuable lessons for mitigation and management in other countries facing similar disasters."

"The report also reinforces the importance of environmental concerns in the entire disaster management cycle of prevention, preparedness, assessment, mitigation and response and to integrate environmental concerns into planning for relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction and development", he said.

(M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com).
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NAIROBI, (UNEP) -- Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), today hailed a report from the Millennium Project as a milestone in underlining the vital link between environment and defeating poverty.

The Project, commissioned by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, has developed a global plan on how the world can, by 2015, meet the eight Millennium Development Goals.

The Goals' targets range from halving extreme hunger and achieving universal primary education to reducing maternal mortality by three quarters and reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other major diseases. 

Findings from the Project's environment report, one of 10 being issued, were outlined today by Shafqat Kakakhel, UNEP's Deputy Executive Director, at a press conference in Kenya.

"It is appropriate to discuss these findings here in Kenya.

Kenya not only hosts the world headquarters of UNEP, but is one of a handful of pilot countries where action to deliver the Millennium Development Goals is being tested. The new report concludes that environmental sustainability is a critical foundation for ending poverty", he said.

Indeed, the Task Force charged with addressing Millennium Development Goal 7, the goal specifically related to the environment, argues that without a healthy and secure environment many of the other Goals will be tough to achieve.

"A considerable body of scientific data points to environmental degradation -- the erosion of genetic diversity, the loss of species, the degradation of eco-systems, and the decline of ecosystem services -- as a direct cause of many of the most pressing issues we face today, including poverty, declining human health, hunger, undrinkable water, emerging diseases, rural-urban migration and civil strife", says the report, Environment and Human Well-Being: A Practical Strategy.

Mr. Toepfer, who is currently in Kobe, Japan, attending the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, said: "The environment has for too long been the poor relation to economic growth. Conserving the environment, be it rivers and lakes, forests, the atmosphere or the oceans, has all too often been seen as a luxury which is only addressed when all other issues have been resolved. But this very welcome report makes it clear that real, long-lasting and secure development can only be achieved if the environment is put at the centre of decision-making."

He said the Earth's life support systems, worth trillions of dollars a year, were being denuded, degraded and damaged often without a thought to the value and services they provide for current and future generations.

"A wetland area may be on the one hand a wonderful watering hole for hippos and elephants and resting and feeding area for birds. But it is also a vital water storage and flood control system as well as a natural, low cost, purifier of polluting agricultural and human wastes", he explained.

"The same goes for forests. These are not only beautiful places in which to walk and reflect. They supply wood for shelter and fuel, natural medicines and food for local people, soak up carbon from the air and harbour a wealth of genetic materials that may prove crucial to current and future science. The same arguments can be made for coral reefs and mangroves, for flower meadows and mountains, for peatlands and tundras", said Mr. Toepfer.

"Our motto for three years has been `Environment for Development'. The report points out that, although many of these nature-based services are free, they are worth trillions of dollars a year. Therefore, investments in conservation and anti-pollution measures are not frivolous luxuries, they are critical for the survival of our species, the planet upon which we depend and the health and prosperity of its 6 billion inhabitants", said Mr. Toepfer.

He said the report's findings would enrich discussions and decisions taken by environment ministers at UNEP's upcoming Governing Council taking place in Nairobi between 21 and 25 February.

These will, in turn, be part of UNEP's submissions to a high-level summit of the UN General Assembly on the Goals taking place in New York in mid-September this year.

The Millennium Project's environment report makes a series of key recommendations on how to reverse the loss of forests and plant and animal species and restore healthy land, air and water in order to meet the Goals and the World Summit on Sustainable Development's (WSSD) Plan of Implementation drawn up more than two years ago in Johannesburg, South Africa.

These include:

-- Training and strengthening of the staff, government departments and agencies charged with environmental affairs.

-- Tackling subsidies and market distortions that promote environmentally damaging activities such as over-fishing.

-- Investments in cost effective and environmentally sound energy and transport technologies.

-- Better access for developing countries to scientific and technical knowledge and mechanisms to promote environmentally beneficial innovation.

-- Boosting the efficient use of water in agriculture, the most water-thirsty industry in the world, and setting and enforcing pollution reduction targets for groundwaters and rivers.

-- Establishing a network of marine protected areas, as outlined in the WSSD Plan of Implementation, as one way of improving the prospects for fish stocks.

Details of Millennium Project can be found at www.unmillenniumproject.org

Details of the twenty-third session of UNEP's Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum can be found at www.unep.org/resources/gov/

CONTACT: Eric Falt, Spokesman/Director, UNEP Division of Communications and Public Information Tel: +254 20 623292 e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media Tel: +254 20 623084 e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org
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Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Wednesday hailed the Millennium Project report as "a milestone" in underlining the vital link between the environment and defeating poverty.

The project, commissioned by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, has developed a global plan, which was unveiled Monday at the UN headquarters in New York, on how the world could meet the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.

The goals range from halving extreme hunger and achieving universal primary education to reducing maternal mortality by three quarters and reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other major diseases. 

The project's report makes a series of key recommendations on how to reverse the loss of forests and plant and animal species and restore healthy land, air and water in order to meet the MDGs and the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) Plan of Implementation drawn up three years ago in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Addressing news conference, Shafqat Kakakhel, UNEP deputy executive director, said it was appropriate to discuss these findings in Kenya as hosts of UNEP headquarters and "one of a handful of pilot countries where action to deliver the MDGs is being tested".

He said UNEP was supportive of the report's conclusion that "environmental sustainability is a critical foundation for ending poverty," and that "without a healthy and secure environment many of the other Goals will be tough to achieve".

"A considerable body of scientific data points to environmental degradation... as a direct cause of many of the most pressing issues we face today, including poverty, declining human health, hunger, undrinkable water, emerging diseases, rural-urban migration and civil strife," notes the report titled 'Environment and Human Well-Being: A Practical Strategy'.

Meanwhile, Klaus Topfer, UNEP Executive Director, currently in Kobe, Japan, for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, has welcomed the report, terming it a reminder that rapid development can be realised if authorities placed more emphasis on environmental conservation and management.
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The Guardian
Disaster plan talks stalled

Justin McCurry in Kobe

Thursday January 20, 2005

The Guardian

Negotiations over a disasters action plan stalled yesterday when the US demanded that references to climate change as a cause of natural calamities be removed from the final document.

Australia, Canada and the US requested changes in the action plan - aimed at avoiding another disaster like the Indian Ocean tsunamis which led to more than 160,000 deaths - to be adopted at the end of the week at the UN's World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan.

Citing differences in world opinion over the causes of climate change and the enforcement of the Kyoto Protocol, a US official said the demand for the changes was made to enable delegates to concentrate on mitigating the effects of natural disasters.

The EU is insisting that climate change be mentioned in the final document but talks failed to get agreement.

Aid groups were frustrated at the attempts to water down the document's language. "You would have expected a surge of enthusiasm after what happened in the Indian Ocean," said Sarah La Trobe, of the relief charity Tearfund.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Tsunami deaths soar past 212,000
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JAKARTA, Indonesia -- Indonesia is reporting a staggering new death toll from the tsunami disaster as recovery efforts slowly resolve the fates of tens of thousands of missing people.
The Indonesian Health Ministry says the December 26 earthquake and tsunamis killed 166,320 people in Indonesia, double the previous official figure.

The latest figures out of Indonesia now put the regional death toll for the Indian Ocean disaster at 212,611.

The new death numbers reflected the latest reports from the provinces of Aceh and North Sumatra, both in the path of the killer tsunamis spawned by a magnitude 9 earthquake the day after Christmas, Dodi Indrasanto, a director at the Health Ministry, told Reuters.

Authorities say 6,245 people are listed as missing in Indonesia.

But Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, speaking before the latest figures were released, told a donor conference in Jakarta the true extent of the catastrophe defied description.

"Perhaps we will never know the exact scale of the human casualties," he said.

Officials have warned that compiling accurate figures for those killed or missing from the tsunami is almost impossible as many people were swept away by the waves into sea, while others were buried under rubble and mud.

Three weeks after the tsunami struck, relief workers and militaries are trying to help the survivors and rebuild communities.

Indonesia's defense minister said the military is sending 5,000 more soldiers to the region to help with reconstruction efforts.

So far aid workers have been able to prevent outbreaks of measles, malaria, diarrhea in massive refugee camps set up around the region after experts warned that hundreds of thousands of people remain at risk of disease.

But survivors, living in makeshift accommodation around water lying in stagnant pools and swamps left by the tsunami, are still at risk.

They are "straining to stay ahead of a wide range of threats to a severely weakened, still disoriented and beleaguered population," said Bob Dietz, the World Health Organization spokesman in the provincial capital of Banda Aceh. 

"I still sense a precarious situation."

Most survivors have been getting food aid, and workers are now trying to make sure they get a healthy diet, including canned fish, cooking oil with added vitamin A and fortified biscuits, The Associated Press reported.

Indonesian authorities are taking steps to assure international donors that money pouring in for relief efforts won't go to corrupt officials, and they have appointed the accounting firm Ernst & Young to track relief donations.

So far, governments and agencies have pledged some $4 billion.

Meanwhile, a group of experts is meeting in Kobe, Japan to talk about lessons learnt from last month's quake and tsunamis.

Key to the meeting is laying the foundation for an Indian Ocean tsunami early warning system, similar to one set up in the Pacific.

The U.N. has proposed a system in the Indian Ocean -- including offshore detection buoys and a communications center -- that would cost $30 million and go into operation by mid-2006.

Experts say well-placed breakwaters, quake-proof seawalls, detailed hazard maps showing danger areas and well-defined evacuation routes and shelters are also needed, according to the AP.

In Tamil Nadu, the Indian state where more than 8,000 people died, state officials have come up with an alternative solution. They are planning to plant 3 billion casuarina, coconut and cashew saplings along the coast after discovering that villages that survived were protected by forest cover.

Sri Lanka is launching an extremely ambitious plan to rebuild parts of the country wiped out in the tsunami disaster.

By some estimates, almost two-thirds of Sri Lanka's coastal region was destroyed, including hundreds of thousands of homes.

The so-called "Rebuilding Nation" program is expected to cost $3.5 billion. It includes plans for constructing new townships, replanning transportation networks, and improving telecommunications infrastructure.

The U.N. head of emergency relief has warned that a natural disaster in any of the world's largest cities could set off a catastrophe that could be 100 times worse than the Indian Ocean tsunamis.

"Perhaps the most frightening prospect would be to have a truly megadisaster in a megacity," Jan Egeland, the U.N. Director of Disaster Relief, told delegates from 150 nations at the Kobe summit. 

"Then we could have not only a tsunami-style casualty rate as we have seen late last year, but we could see one hundred times that in a worst case."

Megacities are densely concentrated cities, with a population of 10 million or more, and Egeland said time is running short for some of the largest cities in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

The five most populated cities in the world are the greater Tokyo area with 35.3 million people, Mexico City with 19 million, New York-Newark with 18.5 million and Bombay and Sao Paulo both with a population of 18.3 million, U.N. figures show.

The United Nations is also calling for the world's children to be educated in disaster reduction and prevention in the next 10 years.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London, England)

January 20, 2005 Thursday 

HEADLINE: Millions at risk in megacity 'death traps': David Pilling reports from Kobe conference

BODY:

An increasing number of the world's inhabitants are living in megacity "death traps", exposing concentrated populations to the biggest collective risks in human history, a conference on disaster prevention will hear today.

The meeting in Kobe, Japan, coming weeks after the Indian Ocean tragedy in which more than 220,000 died, has inevitably been dominated by talk of risk to mainly rural coastal communities and the need for a global tsunami warning system.

But the world's exploding urban population, mostly in poor countries, meant an increasing number of people faced catastrophic risk from earthquakes, floods and epidemics in poorly planned cities with inadequate emergency services, experts said. 

Michel Jarraud, secretary-general of the World Meteorological Organisation, said: "More and more megacities (with populations above 10m) are developing in coastal regions. That means there's a growing fraction of the global population and growing concentrations of people living in areas of high risk."

Jan Egeland, United Nations head of humanitarian affairs, added: "We have millions of people now who are living in death traps in huge, densely populated slum areas on fault lines or in flood-prone areas. If things go badly wrong, you could have the worst catastrophes in human history."

By 2015, the world's top 15 cities will have a combined population of 302m, according to figures from Munich Re, the German reinsurer, which recently produced a report on what it called the "mega-risks" associated with huge cities. That is 50m more than in 2000, and 220m more than in 1950, when only New York had a population of above 10m.

Of 15 cities with populations above 14m in 2015, only three - Tokyo, New York and Los Angeles - are in countries classified as high income. Of the remainder, eight are in Asia, including Seoul with 22.8m, Mumbai with 22.6m and Dhaka with 17.9m. Latin America has three megacities and Africa has one, Lagos.

Peter Hoppe, a meteorologist at Munich Re, said uncontrollable urbanisation was greatly increasing risk: "There are huge cities without the infrastructure to provide security in a disaster."

He said natural disasters had increased dramatically over the past 50 years, suggesting there was a man-made element to such catastrophes. "We have clear indications that the number of events and the size of losses is rising," he said.

Mr Jarraud said climate change was contributing to the number of meteorological and hydrological disasters, which together accounted for 90 per cent of natural catastrophes.

Aid officials said poor building regulations and weak rescue services made concentrated populations extremely vulnerable. In Mexico City and even in Kobe, which was struck by an earthquake 10 years ago, hospitals collapsed because of tremors. The UN is urging that all buildings designated as safe havens, including hospitals and schools, be built to withstand severe natural disasters.

In terms of insured risk, Tokyo is by far the world's most disaster-prone city because of its huge concentration of wealth and population in a highly active earthquake zone. Munich Re gives it a risk index of 710 against 167 for its nearest rival, San Francisco.

Poorer cities figure less prominently in Munich Re's risk index because of their relative lack of insurable assets. Even so, Manila, Dhaka, Mumbai, Shanghai and Beijing all make the top 50.
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Courier Mail (Queensland, Australia)

January 20, 2005 Thursday

HEADLINE: UN warning system to cover the globe

BYLINE: Burt Herman

BODY:
THE United Nations will create a global early warning system for tsunami, floods, typhoons and other natural disasters.

UN International Strategy of Disaster Reduction director Salvano Briceno said last night the International Early Warning Program was intended to reduce the damage caused by disasters and increase international co-operation.

"This new program will help bring safety, security and peace of mind," Mr Briceno said at a conference in Japan. 

"Millions of people worldwide owe their lives and livelihoods to effective early warning systems."

The program aims to cover the world and detect all kinds of natural disasters, including droughts, bushfires, landslides and volcanic eruptions.

The announcement came as UN agencies continued work to set up a regional early warning system for the area ravaged by the Boxing Day tsunami disaster.

A clearer picture emerged yesterday of the staggering devastation wrought by the tsunami, with the UN estimating fatality rates in some areas hit by the waves had topped 75 per cent.

UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs senior official Kevin Kennedy confirmed the Indonesian province of Aceh was the worst-hit area, with every home destroyed and up to three-quarters of the population wiped out.

Mr Kennedy said one example was the town of Calang, which had lost 90 per cent of its population -- 6550 people out of the pre-tsunami population of 7300.

He said the survivors there were in dire need of assistance.

"We estimate in the whole of Aceh 150,000 people have become victims of the tsunami," he said.

Indonesia's official death toll is 114,717, but President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono earlier this week ordered the body count be stopped. The Sri Lankan death toll is expected to exceed 40,000 and aid efforts are running smoothly even in rebel-controlled areas.

The grim estimate came as UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan confirmed the global relief effort was beginning to reach the hardest-hit victims more than three weeks after the tsunami struck.

But Mr Annan urged developed nations to offer even more help to victims.

"We know from experience that the poor always suffer the most enduring damage from such natural disasters, as their assets are often completely wiped out," Mr Annan said at the UN in New York.

"So we need to focus on longer-term recovery and reconstruction and ensure that from now on there are no gaps in the future funding effort."

Perspectives, Page 15
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Asian tsunami alert system backed 
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Delegates recognise such a system could have saved thousands of lives


Donor countries and nations affected by the Asian tsunami disaster have agreed the UN should begin work on an early warning system in the Indian Ocean. 
UN agencies said they were ready to start work immediately and that a basic system could be ready in 12-18 months. 
The agreement came at a conference on disaster prevention in the Japanese city of Kobe. 
The number of people known to have died in last month's Asian tsunami has now reached 220,000. 
The warning system project will be led, in the initial stages, by the UN agency Unesco, with millions of dollars already pledged by Japan, the European Union and others. 
See how the warning system could work 
It is yet to be decided exactly who will contribute what, but a network of high-tech buoys anchored to the ocean floor and linked to a regional communications centre will be needed. 
The US, Germany and Australia have already offered their own technology. Japan has agreed to provide some form of cover in the meantime with information from its own sensors. 
A BBC correspondent in Kobe, Charles Scanlon, says there is a recognition at the conference that tens of thousands of lives could have been saved if the system had been operational before the 26 December Asian tsunami. 
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Early warning technology - is it enough? 
How Japan handles tsunami threat 


Officials agreed, however, that the biggest challenge would be at the local level - how to communicate warnings of danger to isolated coastal communities. 
"Early warning systems will only succeed if the people most at risk who are central to the design of a system are able to receive and act upon the warnings," said Ian Wilderspin, a representative of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 
In other developments: 
· US Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz encourages Indonesia to resolve the conflict in the province of Aceh 

· Red Cross officials says some towns on Sumatra have still not received help 

· India unveils a $628m reconstruction package for mainland areas hit by the tsunami 

· Sri Lanka's president launches a reconstruction drive worth $3.5bn 

· The International Labour Organisation (ILO) says that at least one million people have lost their livelihoods in Sri Lanka and Indonesia alone and calls for action to create jobs. 

The known death toll from the tsunami increased dramatically on Wednesday after Indonesian officials announced that more than 166,000 had been confirmed dead in their country alone. 
The latest figure was more than 50,000 higher than the previous total issued by Indonesia's health ministry. 
Most of the dead were in the provinces of Aceh and North Sumatra, which were directly hit by the tsunami. UN and Indonesian officials have said the total number of deaths may never be known. 
Bodies recovered 
The director of the Indonesian ministry's health affairs department, Doti Indrasanto, said the number of fatalities soared after health officials declared that thousands of people previously listed as missing were dead. 
The ministry said it had slashed the number of missing from 77,000 to 6,245. 
"We have cross-checked this information and it is correct," Mr Idrasanto said. 
The BBC's Rachel Harvey in Aceh says that in the provincial capital, Banda Aceh, more than 14% of the population is confirmed dead. 
She says there are still local districts that have not reported any figures at all, making it seem inevitable that the final death toll will be higher still. 
Relief officials said floods caused by heavy rains were delaying lorries sending supplies to Banda Aceh. 
	PACIFIC TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM 
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1. Seismic observatories in the region detect an earthquake and send data to the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center in Hawaii. 

2. If the earthquake is in the Pacific basin and above 7.5 on Richter scale, an initial "Tsunami watch" alert is sent out. 

3. Data from monitoring stations deep on the seabed near the earthquake's epicentre is checked for signs of a tsunami. 

4. If a tsunami is detected, full warnings are sent out via national systems which have been set up in several countries. 
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UN Urges Replanting of Mangroves as Tsunami Barrier

ITALY: January 20, 2005

ROME - Tropical mangroves saved thousands of lives in some parts of Asia hit by the Dec. 26 tsunami, but vast areas of the swampy coastal forests were destroyed and need replanting, the United Nations said on Wednesday.

Many communities on the Indian Ocean benefited when mangroves took the brunt of the massive waves, saving populations living further inland. Some governments say they will now step up mangrove planting and conservation.

But the U. N. Food and Agriculture Organisation said governments should not be tempted to undertake massive new plantations in the hope of gaining better protection, as this could do more harm than good to humans and the environment.

"Mangroves can help protect coastal areas from future tidal waves," said Mette Loyche Wilkie, an FAO expert on mangroves.

But mangroves should not be considered a panacea to the threat of tsunamis or typhoons, the FAO said. Narrow mangrove strips provide little protection and can easily be ripped up and hurled inland, adding to the hazard faced by nearby populations.

And the FAO reflected the concerns of environmentalists who have criticised previous plantation projects which have damaged existing forest ecosystems to favour a particular type of mangrove which may not be right for that environment.

"FAO does not recommend massive planting of mangroves in areas where they would replace other valuable ecosystems, such as turtle nesting grounds and sea grass beds," it said.

Mangroves, trees whose tangled roots grow above ground in coastal swamps, are a unique habitat for wildlife like migratory birds, monkeys, lizards and turtles.

Forty percent of the world's mangroves grow in the region affected by the tsunami and the forests took a severe hit from the tsunami which killed more than 225,000 people.

After decades of deforestation due to the development of housing, agriculture and tourism, many more mangroves now face death as silt deposited from the waves clogs the pores of their aerial roots, suffocating them, the FAO said.

Changes to river flows and salt levels in the water could also damage coastal woodlands, as could an increased need for wood and timber by people made homeless by the disaster.

Replanting would not only benefit the environment, but also help local communities economically, the FAO said.

"Mangroves contribute directly to rural livelihoods by providing forest products --including timber, poles, fuelwood and thatch for houses -- and indirectly by providing spawning grounds and nutrients for fish and shellfish," the FAO said. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Norway Groups Resume Barents Oil / Gas Exploration

NORWAY: January 20, 2005

OSLO - Oil and gas exploration in the Norwegian sector of the Arctic Barents Sea resumes this week after a three-year ban with oil firms hungry for new finds and environmentalists opposing any drilling.

Norway's Petroleum Directorate (NPD) estimates that a third of the undiscovered resources on the Norwegian shelf lie under the Arctic seabed, and companies have pinned great hopes on the area as fields further south off Norway begin to mature.

"It is an exciting area," Statoil spokesman Edd Magne Torbergsen said.

"There are vast areas that have not been tested by anyone," NPD senior adviser Johannes Kjoede said.

Three wells are to be drilled in Norway's part of the Barents Sea this year, and Oil and Energy Minister Thorhild Widvey said on Tuesday that she aimed to include the south Barents in a new licensing round to be opened by mid-2005.

Environmental groups have vigorously protested the resumption of activity in an area they say is extremely fragile and should be subject to more environmental impact studies.

The three planned Barents Sea wells will be the first to be drilled since 2001. The government said in December 2003 that it would end the moratorium on activity in the area.

The Eirik Raude rig arrived on Monday at the site of the first of three wells to be spudded in the Barents this winter, and drilling would begin as soon as it is anchored, the chairman of rig-owner Ocean Rig said.

"We are anchoring and probably finished with that as we speak," Ocean Rig executive chairman Geir Aune told Reuters.

The first well will be drilled for Norwegian energy and aluminium group Norsk Hydro, with the next two to be drilled also by the Eirik Raude for Statoil.

A Norsk Hydro official said the company aimed to start drilling overnight if the weather allowed.

Norsk Hydro's well will be drilled in the Obelix prospect northeast of the Statoil-operated Snoehvit gas field. Snoehvit is currently the only petroleum development in the Barents Sea and due on stream for liquefied natural gas (LNG) by late 2006.

Once Hydro's well is completed, which is likely to take about a month with normal weather, the Eirik Raude will move to the first of two Statoil prospects east of Snoehvit.

HIGH-RISK, HIGH-REWARD

"The NPD has never wavered in its confidence over the big potential of these waters, as expressed in its resource analyses," the oil directorate said in a statement.

The Norwegian sector of the Barents Sea was first opened to oil and gas activity in 1979, and up until now 61 wells have been drilled in the region -- a small number for an area more than twice the size of the North Sea.

So far Snoehvit has been the only discovery considered "commercial" though Italy's Agip -- now a unit of ENI -- found oil at the Goliat prospects in 2000 and smaller finds have also been made, mainly in the Hammerfest basin.

Statoil's spokesman Kristoffer Hetland said: "These three wells are regarded as high-risk, high-reward wells...We have to emphasise that there is an exploration risk, so there could be a situation where nothing is found."

Torbergsen said Statoil hopes that Hydro will use 30 days to drill its well so that the rig could move on in February.

Statoil aims to use 50-60 days for its first well, exploring two prospects, and about 30 days for the third, he said.

Norway is the world's third-biggest oil exporter after Saudi Arabia and Russia, pumping about three million barrels per day, and Europe's biggest producer of natural gas.

The Barents Sea extends east into Russia, where gas giant Gazprom is planning to develop the huge Shtokman gas field, one of the world's largest.

Story by John Acher
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UN or UNEP in the news

'Go green' when repairing wave damage
Korea Herald - Seoul,South Korea, 20 January 2005 - The Asian Development Bank has concluded that the recent earthquake and tsunami disaster that struck coastal communities in more than 10 countries in Asia and the Indian Ocean could throw nearly two million additional people into poverty - half of them in Indonesia alone. 
…. UNEP and conservation groups say it is vital that coastal ecosystems such as coral reefs, mangroves,marshes and forests that buffer the impact of tsunamis and cyclones are rehabilitated and restored. Some have been severely damaged by not just by the waves, but by the silt and pollutants carried back out to sea. 
"UNEP is therefore mobilizing its remote sensing and geographic information system capacities, in collaboration with other U.N. agencies, to help identify impact and make relevant information available to relief efforts," says executive director Klaus Toepfer. "All in all, a number of grave environmental concerns must be taken into account as the reconstruction plans are drawn up." 
http://www.koreaherald.co.kr/SITE/data/html_dir/2005/01/20/200501200010.asp 

 Of water and diseases
Sun Star – Philippines, 20 January 2005 (By Henrylito D. Tacio) - Regarding Henry
A COUPLE of years back, an American journalist told me when we were writing a paper on water and population for the Washington-based Woodrow Wilson Institute Center for Scholars: Two-thirds of humanity does not have the luxury of getting clean and potable water out of a tap.
… All over the world, people are getting to be thirsty. As Dr. Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (Unep), puts it: "The water crisis - unlike the energy crisis - is life threatening. The level of suffering and misery represented by these statistics is almost beyond comprehension." 
He continues: "As water is an absolutely vital resource, at the center of life itself, it is a key integrating factor in the environment.
http://www.sunstar.com.ph/static/dav/2005/01/20/feat/of.water.and.diseases.html 

United Nations Plans Early Warning System for Natural Disasters
Embassy of United State, Japan, 20 January 2005 - The United Nations launched comprehensive plans January 19 for a global early warning system to reduce the deadly toll of natural hazards.
According to a January 19 U.N. press release, the system will combine speedy transmission of data with training programs for populations at risk in a strategy experts say could have saved scores of thousands of lives in the recent Indian Ocean tsunami.
http://tokyo.usembassy.gov/e/p/tp-20050120-18.html 

LongTerm Rehabilitation After Indian Ocean Tsunami
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Thursday, 20 January 2005 - Press Release: United Nations - UN Agencies Look To Longer-Term Rehabilitation After Indian Ocean Tsunami 
With emergency relief now reaching nearly all affected communities in the Indonesian province of Aceh, the area most ravaged by last month’s Indian Ocean tsunami, United Nations agencies are looking to mitigate the longer term impact of a disaster that killed at least 165,000 and deprived up to 5 million more of basic services.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0501/S00206.htm 



Experts launch efforts for tsunami warning system 
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand  - 20 January 2005 - KOBE: As the Asian tsunami focuses world attention on natural disasters, experts yesterday called for an early warning system as soon as possible to help to halve deaths from such catastrophes over the next decade.
… No matter how good the technology is, however, nothing can be done without communications systems to get the information out and without teaching people what to do when a warning is issued. 
People must also be taught that damage to the environment can trigger natural disasters, Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme, told Reuters. 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3161307a12,00.html 

UN announces global disaster alert system
ZDNet.com.au, Australia- By Shaun Tandon, AFP, 20 January 2005 - The United Nations announced yesterday it would set up a global system to predict disasters, but differences remained on whose technology would be used amid a rush of offers after Asia's tsunami tragedy.
http://www.zdnet.com.au/news/security/0,2000061744,39178071,00.htm 

United Nations to set up global disaster alert system
Daily Times, Pakistan, 20 January 2005 - http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_20-1-2005_pg7_54

Tsunami alert trips over red tape
TheTimes of India, 19 January 2005- http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/995223.cms 

Delegates at Kobe conference undisturbed by tsunami warning after quake http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/eastasia/view/128162/1/.html
Channel News Asia, Singapore, 19 January 2005 -By Channel NewsAsia's Japan Bureau Chief Michiyo Ishida
 

Death toll climbs to 226,000 – Indonesia sharply raises its figure to 166,000
The Nation (Thailand), 20 January 2005 - BANDA ACEH - The global death toll from the Asian tsunami shot above 226,000 on Wednesday after Indonesia's Health Ministry confirmed the deaths of tens of thousands of people previously listed as missing.
…A UN official in Meulaboh, the province's second city, said emergency aid drops would have to be sharply increased in order to avoid hunger in outlying areas. 
GAM's leaders have repeatedly welcomed relief efforts spearheaded by the United Nations and the rebels have said they would not attack aid workers or convoys. …


General Environment News
Woman succumbs to bird flu 
Bangkok Post, 20 January 2005 - Hanoi _ A 35-year-old woman has died of bird flu in Vietnam, becoming the nation's fifth fatality from the disease since late December, a doctor said yesterday.
The patient, from southern Tra Vinh province, was admitted to Ho Chi Minh City's Hospital of Tropical Diseases on Jan 11, a hospital doctor said.
… Vietnam has culled over 296,000 birds since last month in an effort to stop the spread of the virus, according to media.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/20Jan2005_news27.php 
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UNEP in the news

UNEP lauds MDGs report on global poverty

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Wednesday hailed the Millennium Project report as "a milestone" in underlining the vital link between the environment and defeating poverty. The project, commissioned by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, has developed a global plan, which was unveiled Monday at the UN headquarters in New York, on how the world could meet the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. The goals range from halving extreme hunger and achieving universal primary education to reducing maternal mortality by three quarters and reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other major diseases. The project's report makes a series of key recommendations on how to reverse the loss of forests and plant and animal species and restore healthy land, air and water in order to meet the MDGs and the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) Plan of Implementation drawn up three years ago in Johannesburg, South Africa. Addressing news conference, Shafqat Kakakhel, UNEP Deputy Executive Director, said it was appropriate to discuss these findings in Kenya as hosts of UNEP headquarters and "one of a handful of pilot countries where action to deliver the MDGs is being tested". He said UNEP was supportive of the report's conclusion that "environmental sustainability is a critical foundation for ending poverty," and that "without a healthy and secure environment many of the other Goals will be tough to achieve".  Meanwhile, Klaus Topfer, UNEP Executive Director, currently in Kobe, Japan, for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, has welcomed the report, terming it a reminder that rapid development can be realized if authorities placed more emphasis on environmental conservation and management. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng069969&dte=19/01/2005
Le PNUE salue le rapport du Projet du Millénaire sur la pauvreté

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Le Programme des Nations unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE) a salué, mercredi, le rapport du Projet du Millénaire sur la pauvreté dans le monde en le qualifiant de "tournant". Ce rapport qui souligne le lien vital qui existe entre l'environnement et la lutte contre la pauvreté a été rédigé à la demande du secrétaire général de l'ONU, Kofi Annan. Le document a mis au point un plan mondial dont le contenu a été révélé lundi, au siège des Nations unies à New York. Il définit la façon dont le monde pourrait, d'ici à 2015, réaliser les Objectifs du Millénaire pour le Développement (OMD). Ces objectifs prévoient, en particulier, la réduction de moitié de la famine et l'instauration de l'enseignement primaire universel. Ils prévoient aussi la réduction de la mortalité maternelle aux trois quarts et l'arrêt de la propagation du VIH/Sida, du paludisme et des autres maladies majeures. Le rapport fait une série de recommandations clés sur les moyens de mettre un terme à la perte des espèces forestières, végétales et animales et de restaurer la bonne santé des terres, de l'air et de l'eau afin de réaliser les OMD et le Programme de mise en oeuvre du sommet mondial sur le développement durable (SMDD), élaboré il y a trois ans à Johannesburg, en Afrique du Sud. S'exprimant au cours d'une conférence de presse, Shafqat Kakakhel, Directeur exécutif adjoint du PNUE, a jugé opportun que ces conclusions soient examinées au Kenya, pays hôte du siège du PNUE et "qui fait partie des quelques pays pilotes où l'on note une prise de réelles initiatives visant la réalisation des OMD". Il a affirmé que le PNUE soutient les conclusions du rapport qui constate que "la durabilité de l'environnement constitue une base cruciale pour éradiquer la pauvreté", et que "sans un environnement sain et sécurisé, bon nombre des autres objectifs seront difficiles à réaliser". Par ailleurs, Klaus Topfer, Directeur exécutif du PNUE, présentement à Kobe, au Japon, pour les besoins de la Conférence mondiale sur la Réduction des Catastrophes, s'est réjoui de la parution de ce rapport, tout en expliquant qu'il rappelait que le développement accéléré peut être réalisé à la condition que les autorités mettent un accent plus prononcé sur la conservation et la gestion de l'environnement. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng069969&dte=19/01/2005
General Environment News

Deux chefs d'Etat africains à la conférence sur la biodiversité

Paris, France (PANA) - Le chef de l'Etat nigérian, Olusegun Obasanjo et son homologue malgache, Marc Ravalomanana, prendront part à la conférence sur la biodiversité qui s'ouvre lundi à Paris, a appris mercredi la PANA, de source officielle française. Selon le ministère français de la Recherche, les deux chefs africains seront présents aux côtés de leur homologue français, Jacques Chirac, à l'ouverture le la conférence intitulée "biodiversité : Science et gouvernance". Présentant mercredi la conférence à la presse, le ministre français délégué à la Recherche, Michel d'Aubert, a déclaré qu'elle sera l'occasion de faire un "état des lieux sur la diversité dans le monde". "Le monde a pris un retard dans la lutte contre le changement climatique. La conférence qui s'ouvre lundi prochain à Paris va donner aux scientifiques et aux politiques l'occasion de réfléchir au meilleur moyen de préserver la biodiversité", a affirmé M. d'Aubert. Il a, en outre, estimé que la conférence de Paris sera "un moyen décisif", affirmant que le nombre et la qualité des participants laissent espérer des résultats à la hauteur des attentes de l'humanité en matière de biodiversité. Quelque 1.000 délégués représentant des Etats et des ONG sont attendus à la conférence sur la biodiversité et ses relations avec la science et la gouvernance dont les travaux se tiendront jusqu'au 28 janvier dans les locaux de l'UNESCO à Paris.

FAO slates forum on small island states

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) plans to hold a special forum as a follow-up to the just- ended international conference on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) held in Mauritius, the UN agency said Wednesday. The special forum is billed for Rome during FAO's governing conference from 19-26 November 2005, and will highlight issues such as review of the Mauritius Strategy to further implement the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of SIDS. The Mauritius conference urged the 2005 FAO Conference of SIDS ministers of agriculture to consider endorsing priority actions for an enhanced contribution of agriculture, forestry and fisheries to SIDS sustainable development policies. Nadia Scialabba, FAO's senior officer and focal point for SIDS, said the SIDS meeting will "revolve around increasing the efficiency and diversification of agriculture, forestry and fisheries, with a particular focus on impacts related to trade and national food security, nutrition and household food security and environmental resilience." During the Mauritius conference, FAO highlighted specific SIDS needs within the global trading environment, particularly the serious trade threats to their major agricultural commodities, sugar and bananas, the official added.

Holidaymakers Leave Mess at Coast

The Namibian (Windhoek): AUTHORITIES at the coast are struggling to clean up the holiday mess on beaches and at resorts after the festive season. The beaches and leisure park at Long Beach appear to be the worst affected. A visitor to the area over the weekend said he was disgusted by the litter on the beaches and in the tidal pool. "It looked like the place had not been cleaned for at least a week or two. The beach to the north of the resort is a mess with the remains of fireworks, bottles, bags and other garbage all over," he said. Kevin Adams, Manager of Public Relations of the Walvis Bay Municipality, said a clean-up of the beaches was underway, but because of a shortage of staff it was taking time. The Municipality is responsible for the cleanliness of the beaches, while the organizers of big events, such as the annual Vasbyt 4x4 and New Year's bash, are responsible for the specific area as per the rental agreement. Frank Loehnert, CEO of Walvis Bay Resorts, said the public facilities and leisure park at the Long Beach resort were cleaned on a daily basis. He said the problem was that the facilities were easily accessible at night when entrance is not controlled. "Many people come after sunset and party until the early hours of the morning. Rubbish bins are provided but not everybody makes use of them." Almost 400 bags of litter were collected between Walvis Bay and Swakopmund during a clean-up operation shortly before the start of the holiday season. Adams said the Municipality's environmental section was organizing another clean-up campaign as soon as possible. A new by-law prohibits the dumping, depositing, leaving, spilling, dropping or placing of anything that affects the cleanliness of beaches. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501190011.html
____________________________________________________________________________________ ROE MEDIA UPDATES

UNEP and ED in the news

Le Monde, 19 janvier à 17 heures : L'ONU annonce la création d'un nouveau système de prévention des catastrophes naturelles

"Ce nouveau programme apportera sécurité et tranquillité d'esprit. Des millions de personnes à travers le monde doivent la vie et leur gagne-pain à des systèmes d'alerte efficaces", a déclaré Salvano Briceno, directeur de l'agence de l'ONU pour l'élaboration des stratégies pour la réduction des catastrophes naturelles.

COORDONNER LES PROPOSITIONS 

Cette annonce demeure pourtant largement symbolique, dans la mesure où il reste à décider quel système choisir, alors que le raz de marée du 26 décembre, qui a fait plus de 168 000 morts sur les bords de l'océan Indien, a provoqué une surenchère de propositions.

"Il devient de plus en plus évident que nous avons besoin d'un système d'alerte multi-désastres précoce qui devrait représenter une nouvelle manière de penser", a déclaré Klaus Tijepfer, directeur du Programme de l'environnement des Nations unies.

http://www.lemonde.fr/web/recherche_articleweb/1,13-0,36-394856,0.html
Le Figaro, 20 janvier : L'Onu décide de créer un système mondial d'alerte aux catastrophes naturelles

"Ce nouveau programme apportera sécurité et tranquillité d'esprit. Des millions de personnes à travers le monde doivent la vie et leur gagne-pain à des systèmes d'alerte efficaces", a déclaré Salvano Briceno, directeur de l'agence de l'Onu pour l'élaboration de Stratégies pour la réduction des catastrophes naturelles(…..)

"Il devient de plus en plus évident que nous avons besoin d'un système d'alerte multi-désastres précoce qui devrait représenter une nouvelle manière de penser", a déclaré Klaus Töepfer, directeur du Programme de l'Environnement des Nations unies.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/050119174747.i3u7oiig.html
Other environment news

FT, 20 January: China gets tough over 'green' laws

China's environmental agency is cracking down on large-scale power projects that have not undergone proper environmental reviews before starting construction.

The State Environmental Protection Administration (Sepa) demanded this week that building work on 30 projects in several provinces be halted because they have not successfully completed environmental impact assessments. Among those targeted is a multibillion dollar hydroelectric project in south-west China.

http://news.ft.com/cms/s/7df49a1a-6a89-11d9-858c-00000e2511c8.html
Le Figaro, 20 janvier : La 6e crise d'extinction des espèces est en marche

PARIS (AFP) - La planète traverse aujourd'hui la sixième grande crise d'extinction des espèces depuis le début de la vie sur terre il y a 3,8 milliards d'année, selon les spécialistes de la biodiversité. La dernière crise a vu disparaître les dinosaures, il y a 65 millions d'années. "La différence, c'est que cette fois nous sommes impliqués et responsables, et que nous avons les moyens d'agir, ce qui n'était pas le cas des dinosaures!" lance Robert Barbault.(….) 

C'est le succès formidable de l'espèce humaine, qui a défriché les forêts, cultivé l'espace, industrialisé la planète, qui a causé le déclin de milliers d'autres espèces.

Au total 15.589 espèces sont confrontées à un risque d'extinction, selon la "liste rouge" de l'Union mondiale pour la nature (UICN): un mammifère sur quatre, un oiseau sur huit, un amphibien sur trois.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/050120073915.5fqzv0ho.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATES – 19 JANUARY 2005
Bahrain

The Southern Governor and Head of the General Commission for the Protection of Environment, Marine Resources and Wildlife, Shaikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, yesterday received acting regional head of the United Nations Environment Programme for West Asia, Dr. Habib El-Habr, and discussed with him issues of mutual concern. 

http://www.bahraintribune.com 

UAE

Abu Dhabi Executive Council okays Dh8 billion for projects

Abu Dhabi Executive Council reviewed yesterday the annual curriculum of the emirate of Abu Dhabi for 2005 and approved allocation of Dh8 billion for ongoing and new projects. 

In its weekly meeting, chaired by General Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and  Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE  Armed Forces, the council reviewed a memorandum submitted by the Environmental  Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda).

The council also approved a proposal to change the agency’s name to Environmental Research Agency (Era), as well as amending some articles of the Law No. 4 for 1996.

A proposal by the National Corporation for Tourism Hotels (NCTH) to amend some provisions in the Law No. 6 for 1996 was also discussed. The council endorsed divison of the share’s nominal value which was approved by the corporation’s board of directors and the extraordinary general assembly meeting.

A memorandum submitted by the chairman of Municipalities and Agriculture Department on the costs of service, sewerage and wastewater projects for the third phase of Medinat Khalifa and allocations for operation and maintenance of the western region’s wastewater plants and networks was also approved.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january583.xml
Jordan

JCFC master plan seeks to improve environmental conditions in Fuheis

In a bid to end a long standing dispute with local residents, the Jordan Cement Factories Company (JCFC) has drawn up a master plan to improve environmental conditions at its 50- year-old factory in Fuheis, although environmentalists remain sceptical about its effectiveness. 

The master plan, launched in December, includes an overall renovation of the factory and a proposal to use the quarries around the factory to build housing for its employees and local residents, said Mustafa Muhaisen, executive director for industrial development at the company. 

“The initial plan was discussed five years ago, when the French company La Farge took over, but wasn't put into practice because of some technical difficulties. Now, however, we are waiting to hire a consultant office to finalise all the technical details,” he explained. 

“Under the master plan, loading trucks would enter and exit the factory premises from a different location, away from inhabited areas, to decrease the amount of noise,” he added. 

JCFC officials held several talks with the Fuheis Municipality and the Greater Amman Municipality regarding this plan and the possibility of constructing a tunnel connecting the factory directly with the Amman-Sweileh highway, instead of going through Fuheis, according to Muhaisen. 

Fuheis Mayor Fouad Smearat pointed out that constructing a tunnel would ease the traffic and noise problem in the streets of Fuheis, but Yasser Akroush, head of the Fuheis branch of the Jordan Environment Society, argues that the tunnel would not solve the problem and an alternative road is the ultimate solution. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/homenews/homenews11.htm
Yemen

Taiz conference to address consequences of pollution

Taiz University has begun arrangements for hosting the World Scientific Conference on Natural Resources & Environmental Problems this coming May.  

According to Vice-Rector of Taiz University Ahmed Alwan, the conference "will address global issues such as pollution, environmental awareness and the impact of industries on the environment."

"It will also address issues related to the discharge of hazardous waste into sea waters and the impact of this pollution on marine life." He added that 12 Arab states have so far confirmed their participation in the conference.

The Maritime Affairs Authority (MAM) in Al-Hodeidah is currently waiting for a special boat to clean up oil spills, obtained through a grant from the United Kingdom, and to be delivered in March.

Yasser Al-Zamani, the director of the Hodeidah branch of the MAA, said the board has, in the past, found a number of oil spills contaminating the wharfs of that Red Sea port, and that suitable measures were taken to "protect the waters.”

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_3516.html
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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www.tierramerica.net
	Ships Leave Tons of Waste in Caribbean Waters

	



By Dionne Jackson Miller*
Each of the thousands of cruise ships that sail through the Caribbean Sea generate up to 1,200 cubic meters of liquid waste daily, including wastewater from kitchens and showers. The region lacks effective system for handling organic and toxic waste generated by the shipping industry. 
KINGSTON - The multi-million dollar Caribbean shipping industry, necessary to the economic prosperity of the region's small island states, also carries with it a negative side: the generation of tons of waste, which these countries are often ill-prepared to cope with. 

The Caribbean has the ''most intensive maritime traffic in the world,'' with some 50,000 ships and 14.5 million tourists visiting annually, according to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

A typical cruise ship carries 3,000 passengers and produces between 400 and 1,200 cubic meters of watery waste daily, including waste from kitchens and showers, according to UNEP. 

''They don't have the facilities to accept ship waste, and more importantly, lack the necessary resources and organizational structure to monitor ships," whether cargo or passenger vessels, Ian Blair, senior vice president of the Jamaican Port Authority, told Tierramérica. 

There are major concerns related to the disposal of ship-generated garbage, oily bilge water (water accumulated in part of the ship's hull) and ballast water, which is taken in by ships to increase their stability and maneuverability while in transit. 

Oily waste and garbage affect water quality and marine life, and ballast water carries into the region organisms from far-flung places, which can alter ecosystems and hurt biodiversity, Cowell Lyn, a consultant working on a rehabilitation project for Jamaica's Kingston Harbor, explained to Tierramérica. 

Invasive species threaten the existence of endemic flora and fauna, that is, native species that are unique, not found in any other part of the world, and which are already threatened by deforestation and urbanization. 

The Dominican Republic has recorded the presence of 186 invasive species, the largest number in the region, followed by Puerto Rico, with 182, and the Bahamas, with 159. 

Passenger cruise ships also dump as much as 70 liters of dangerous waste a day into the sea. Toxins include photo processing chemicals, paints, solvents and batteries, which threaten animal and human life alike, as 70 percent of the Caribbean population lives in coastal areas. 

The region is also affected by heavy oil tanker traffic. Several of the world's leading crude oil producers are in the Greater Caribbean area, including Venezuela, Mexico, Colombia and Trinidad and Tobago. 

Oil ends up dumped in the Caribbean waters, due to erratic waste management or to accidental spills. 

Cuba's Havana Bay is the most polluted, with 1,200 milligrams of hydrocarbons per kilogram of dry sediment, while Jamaica's Kingston Harbor has 578 milligrams per kilo of dry sediment, according to UNEP. 

The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL 73/78 - developed in 1973 and amended in 1978) regulates the disposal of oil, toxic substances, and garbage from ships. 

Annex Five which entered into force on December 31, 1988 governs the disposal of garbage and imposes a complete ban on the dumping into the sea of all forms of plastic. 

A 1993 amendment designated the ''Wider Caribbean'' as a vulnerable ''special area'' with restrictions on how ships can deal with garbage disposal. 

This designation has not yet come into force, however, because states have not advised the oversight body, the International Maritime Organization (IMO), as to whether adequate facilities exist to deal with ship generated waste. 

''It may be that the systems are there but they have not been reported," IMO regional adviser Curtis Roach told Tierramérica. 

IMO Secretary General Efthimios Mitropoulos urged Caribbean countries ''to redouble their efforts to ensure that the provisions of the Special Area status take effect without further delay,'' during a regional seminar in Barbados last July, 

The Wider Caribbean encompasses the region's islands and the coastal areas of the mainland Latin American countries, from Mexico to French Guyana, as well as El Salvador, even thought its shoreline is on the Pacific Ocean. 

Its institutional manifestation is the Association of Caribbean States, created in 1994, with 25 independent states as full members, plus Aruba, Dutch Antilles and France (on behalf of Guadalupe, French Guyana and Martinique). 

According to Caribbean Environment Outlook, a publication prepared by the United Nations Development Program for the Jan. 10-14 Mauritius meeting of small island states, the nine-member Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) is reporting "harmonized policies and legislation for both shore and ship generated waste." 

St. Lucia cites improved ship waste reception at major ports and marinas. And in Jamaica, extensive groundwork is now being done to establish a facility to dispose of ship generated garbage. 

18 January 2005
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Controversial dam clears hurdle 

	
	
	By Tim Hirsch 
BBC correspondent, Brazil 


A controversial hydro-electric project which threatens a highly endangered remnant of Brazil's Atlantic forest now looks likely to go ahead. 
Deforestation has resumed in the gorge of the Pelotas River dividing the southern Brazilian states of Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do Sul, to prepare for the filling of a reservoir behind the 180m (590ft) Barra Grande dam. 

It follows the ending of a long impasse during which the $400m project was threatened by blockades from local people affected by the dam and court proceedings brought by environmental groups. 

The Movement for Dam-Affected Peoples have agreed to lift their protest after the international consortium behind the dam, Baesa, agreed to expand its compensation programme. 

Baesa will now pay an extra 200 families who had previously been left out of the scheme to resettle those whose land will be flooded. 

The company has also promised to use the wood collected from the cleared area to construct new homes for displaced families. 

Environmentalists' fury 
But the deal has left Brazilian environmental groups furious, and they have pledged to continue their fight in the courts to prevent the remaining forest from being felled or flooded. 

The project has been especially controversial because it involves the most highly threatened ecosystem within the Atlantic forest. 

The forest once stretched along the entire eastern coastline of Brazil - but has lost at least 93% of its original cover. 

Within the many eco-regions of the forest the most devastated is the domain of the Brazilian pine or araucaria, a relative of the monkey-puzzle, which occurs only in the far south of the country. 

Only after the dam was nearly finished was it revealed that the reservoir would engulf 20 sq km (8 sq miles) of untouched primary forest, including 5,000 araucaria trees, and a further 20 sq km of forest recovering well from earlier human interference. 

The licence for the dam was only issued because the original environmental impact assessment had completely overlooked this rare remnant of a unique ecosystem, which supports a rich variety of plants and animals. 

Admission 
The president of the consortium earlier told the BBC that the project would probably never have begun if that assessment had been accurate - but he said the dam was built and Brazil needed the energy, so it should be allowed to operate. 

The consortium has recently increased its spending on environmental measures in the region to compensate for the dam - and it now stands at $30m. 

Following the agreement with the representatives of the affected families, Baesa has succeeded in overturning a previous court order which had blocked the deforestation. 

But the two groups of environmental campaigners who had brought the action say they will continue their legal battle, as the flooding of the Pelotas gorge will cause irreparable damage. 

The Brazilian environment ministry has given its backing to the compensation measures promised by the company, but it has pledged to review its procedures to prevent a repeat of the mistake which saw the original licence being issued based on a faulty assessment. 

Although the deforestation of wooded areas along the gorge has continued, the main area of intact araucaria forest is still standing - but time is running out for the environmentalists if they want to prevent if from disappearing for ever beneath the waters of the Barra Grande reservoir. 

www.tierramerica.net
	River of National Integration Is Dividing Brazil

	



By Mario Osava*
The Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva government in Brazil decided this year to divert water from the Sao Francisco River to the country's northeast. A broad range of groups oppose the project, saying it will benefit only large landowners and the business sector.
RIO DE JANEIRO - ''It will be Lula's Iraq,'' predicted Apolo Heringer Lisboa, underscoring his rejection of President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva's government plan to divert some of the water from the Sao Francisco River to the semi-arid lands of northeast Brazil 

His reasons are laid out in a long manifesto that already carries the signatures of 205 organizations of different stripes, condemning the transfer of this resource as ''misguided, unsustainable in political and technical terms, with inevitable economic, ethical and environmental risks and incalculable consequences.'' 

But the decision has been made and the government intends to break ground on the project this year, after obtaining the appropriate environmental approval. It will cost some 2.38 billion dollars over the next five years, according to the Ministry of National Integration (MIN). 

Lula made the initiative one of his priorities, and has painted the negative reactions to it as selfish. The president argues that it is a humanitarian issue to provide water to people who currently have to walk many kilometers to find even impure water. 

The controversial idea of diverting water from the Sao Francisco, known locally as the Velho Chico, to areas that suffer frequent drought, has been debated in Brazil for a century and a half. 

This time it seems to have found political footing with the national government, but also ferocious resistance from the five states that are home to this river, which has also been known as ''the river of national integration,'' for uniting the central and northeastern regions of Brazil. 

The opposition movement encompasses state governments, environmentalists, scientists, community and professional associations, numerous non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the Sao Francisco Watershed Committee, a planning and management body made up of local government and civil society representatives. 

The MIN project is ''useless'', non-viable and harmful to the environment because the flow of the Sao Francisco is not sufficient to supply more than its current watershed, say opponents. 

It would reduce the generating capacity of the hydroelectric dams along the river, which provide 95 percent of the electricity consumed in the northeast, and would spend a great deal of energy in pumping, driving up the cost of water beyond the means of the local population, which is largely poor. 

Increasing water availability by 3.9 percent in the areas targeted by the project would only benefit the large landowners and big businesses, says Lisboa, a doctor who is promoting the Manuelzo Project for the environmental recuperation of the Rio das Velhas watershed, a major tributary of the Sao Francisco. 

Meanwhile, geologist Juliana Roscoe, the MIN environmental and revitalization manager, says the project will provide ''security'' in terms of water supply and that will allow a more rational management of water resources. 

The local rivers exist intermittently because of the cycle of droughts, and the region relies on a system of reservoirs, which save as much water as possible, but also lose water through evaporation. And sometime the rain causes even greater losses if the dams have to be opened to prevent flooding, said Roscoe. 

All of this limits the economical use of water in order to ensure public supplies, but the contribution of the Sao Francisco would put an end to such waste, freeing up existing resources for development, said the ministry geologist. 

Fears of water shortages in the Sao Francisco are mitigated by the agreed formula: transferring a set volume that ensures potable water for the population, that is, 26 cubic meters per second, or one percent of the river's flow, she explained. 

The project, which MIN refers to as ''watershed integration'', calls for a maximum of 127 cubic meters per second, but the volume would only be increased when the Sobradinho reservoir is full, located above the water transfer point on the river. 

Furthermore, a process is to be launched for the revitalization of the watershed over the next 20 years, in order to overcome problems of deforestation and the sedimentation and contamination of the rivers, according to Mauricio Laxe, coordinator of the program for the Ministry of Environment. 

The first challenge is ''to establish inter-institutional coordination'' among various ministries and state and municipal governments, and to expand local forums to mobilize society and effectively combat those problems, he said. 

There is also a lack of environmental education. The metropolitan region of Belo Horizonte, capital of the southern state of Minas Gerais, holds 30 percent of the watershed's 12.5 million inhabitants and is responsible for more than 20 percent of the river's pollution, but ''only one percent of its population is even aware that they live in the Sao Francisco Watershed,'' added the ministry official. 

Recuperating the tributaries, reforesting the riverbanks and creating protected areas are other key tasks. In environmental clean-up alone -- entrusted to the ministries of Cities and Health -- 220 million dollars has been earmarked for 2005, said Laxe, underscoring the multiplicity of actions and investments in this problem. 

But critics like Ruben Siqueira , one of the coordinators of the Pastoral Land Commission, of the Catholic Church, accuse the government of prioritizing this project -- setting aside 500 million dollars in the next national budget -- to the detriment of revitalization efforts, which will receive only one-tenth of that sum in the Ministry of Environment. 

The water diversion project ''will concentrate the water and the land'' in the hands of a few, as has always occurred in the Brazilian northeast, because it will benefit only five percent of the semi-arid region, around 10 kilometers on each side of the canals, said Siqueira. 

But MIN geologist Roscoe says these alternative approaches are complementary, but not ''structural'' like watershed integration, which, she says, will generate employment by facilitating development and will benefit the population living beyond the canals. 

OXFORD ANALYTICA

BRAZIL: Deforestation boosts greenhouse gas dangers

SUBJECT: Amazon deforestation and global warming.

SIGNIFICANCE:  Amazon  deforestation  is  now  officially  recognised as an important source of global greenhouse gas emissions.

ANALYSIS:  According  to  a recent and long-awaited report by the Brazilian government,  Brazil  is  responsible  for 3% of total global greenhouse gas emissions.  Carbon-dioxide  (CO2)  is  by  far  the single most significant greenhouse  gas  (followed by carbon-monoxide, methane and HFCs). Brazil is the  world's  fifth largest source of CO2 in the atmosphere, producing 1.03 billion  tons  a  year,  after  (in  order) the United States (5.27), China (2.96),  Russia  (1.66)  and Japan (1.2). Within Brazil itself, forest loss (including  burnings)  and agro-livestock activities account for 77% of CO2 emissions, while industry and power generation contribute 23%. This  inventory  of  Brazil's  greenhouse  gas  emissions,  prepared by the Ministry  of Mines and Energy, was presented at COP-10 (the 10th Conference of  the  Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change), held in Buenos  Aires  from  December  6-17, 2004 see INTERNATIONAL: Climate summit produces  US  'dialogue'  - January 6, 2005. Lauded as an exercise in open, transparent  government, national commentators stated that it placed Brazil once again at the "environmental epicentre" and had "drawn the skeleton out of  the  cupboard".  Brazil  was  active  in  helping  to  design the Clean Development  Mechanism  (CDM)  of  the  Kyoto Protocol following during the Earth  Summit  of  1992, but in recent years has been less prominent in the environmental arena. Increasing deforestation and its causes. This is especially so in the light of  Brazil's  increasing  rate of Amazonian deforestation. The inventory in question  was  based  on  figures for 1994, when the rate of forest loss in Amazonia  stood  at  just  under  15,000 square kilometres (km2) a year. By 2002-03  this  had risen to 23,750 km2, the second largest annual loss ever recorded  (see BRAZIL: Amazon deforestation shows alarming rise - August 5, 2003).  Preliminary  official figures for 2003-04 put this rate even higher at over 24,000 km2, while some observers suggest that the real figure could be  as  high  as  30,000 km2. The average annual rate of forest destruction during  the  1990s stood at between 17-18,000 km2 but during the last three years it is has leapt to 23-24,000 km2. Some 17% of the region has now been deforested.  In  certain areas, such as the infamous 'Terra do Meio' region of  intact  rainforest  in  Para  state,  the  rate of increase accelerated markedly by 35% in 2004 compared with the previous year.

Despite    renewed    political   pledges   and   committed   action   from

environmentalists,  the  forces which drive deforestation are stronger than

ever:

      Deforestation  is  on  the whole far more responsive to macroeconomic

      incentives than to environmental controls. President Luiz Inacio Lula

      da  Silva's  administration  is  as  committed to maximizing economic

      growth as were those of his predecessors. Amazonia remains attractive

      for  its  commercial  potential  and  the  government  has  plans for

      continued  infrastructural  investment  into  roads, fluvial and rail

      transportation. This will facilitate mining exports, cattle ranching,

      logging   and   the   rapidly   expanding  production  of  soya  (see

      BRAZIL/ARGENTINA:  Ecosystems  suffer as soya expands - September 21,

      2004).   Even   the  advance  announcement  of  such  investments  is

      sufficient   to   speed   up   occupation,   with   its  accompanying

      deforestation  and  rural  conflict  associated  with speculation and

      land-grabbing.

      The  ability of government authorities to regulate land occupation in

      the  Amazon  --  and  thus  to influence the forest destruction which

      invariably  accompanies this process -- remains weak. Amazonia has no

      unified property cadastre, facilitating fraudulent land sales, a long

      tradition  in  the  region.  Well over 90% of Amazon deforestation is

      illegal,  testifying to the tremendous pressure on the region and the

      government's  limited ability to control the process. The rule of law

      is  weak and land-grabbing accompanied by rural violence is once more

      on the increase in the most commercially attractive areas of frontier

      expansion.

Anti-deforestation  measures.  Nevertheless,  environmental policy has made significant  strides  in  Brazil  and efforts are underway to reduce forest destruction through specific measures:

      The  most  pointed  of  these  is the government's recently announced

      'Plan  to  Combat  Deforestation',  an  emergency response introduced

      after last year's record deforestation figures. For the first time, a

      government  plan  has  brought together Brazil's main ministries in a

      coordinated   ('transversal')  attempt  to  focus  anti-deforestation

      efforts on the most fragile and vulnerable areas of Amazonia.

      The  wider  'Plan  for  a  Sustainable Amazon' (PAS), presently being

      negotiated between the federal government and Amazon states, attempts

      to  reconcile  economic development with environmental concerns. This

      will involve the integration of longer-term planning measures such as

      agro-ecological zoning, which some states are adopting, in an attempt

      to  satisfy  diverse  interests  and allocate land on a more rational

      basis  for  economic  and non-productive uses. A case in point is the

      'Sustainable  Development Plan for the BR-163 Highway', which crosses

      Brazil's major soya producing area.

      Other  environmentally  friendly initiatives, such as those under the

      400  million  dollar  Rainforest  Pilot Programme, include developing

      diversified  production  techniques  for small farming and extractive

      populations  such  as  rubber  tappers  and  fisher people which will

      conserve natural resources while supporting local livelihoods.

Conservation.   However,   one  of  the  most  effective  ways  to  control

deforestation  in the short term is through conservation. Brazil's National System  of  Conservation  Units (SNUC) provides for totally protected areas such  as  biological  reserves  and  national parks as well as economically productive  units  such as extractive reserves. The Amazon Region Protected Areas  Project  (ARPA),  funded  by  65  million  dollars  from  the Global Environmental  Facility  (GEF),  KfW of Germany and the World-Wide Fund for Nature  (WWF),  aims  to  double Amazonia's fully protected area to 10%, an increase  of over 28 million hectares. The new Tumucumaque national park in Amapa  state,  for  example, covers 3.8 million hectares and is larger than Belgium  (see  BRAZIL: Environmental protection project expands - September 23, 2002). Presently,  if  indigenous  reserves  are  included,  protected areas cover around  one-third of Brazil's entire Amazon region. Evidence indicates that the  existence  and  even the announcement of protected areas does act as a brake  on  deforestation.  However, although Brazil now has a sophisticated satellite  and  radar-based  system  (SIVAM) for monitoring land-use in the region,  federal  and state government capacity for enforcing environmental laws  -- and, some would say, the political commitment in some key quarters

-- remains precarious.

Outlook.  The  Kyoto  treaty,  which comes into force on February 16, 2005, sets limits on emissions of CO2 and five other greenhouse gases for each of the industrialised countries (except the United States and Australia, which have  dropped  out)  for  the  next  five  years.  From 2012, there will be pressure  on the large developing countries such as China, India and Brazil to take on similar commitments. In  Brazil,  pollution  from industry is relatively low since hydroelectric power  is  well  developed.  As  a  major  contributor of global CO2 output through  deforestation,  evidenced  by  the smoke which frequently blankets large  parts  of  Amazonia,  there  will be pressure to strengthen existing environmental  controls, conservation and sustainable development policies. There will also be calls to explore more innovative ways of reducing forest loss  such  as carbon trading and the inclusion of avoided deforestation in the  CDM  as  a vehicle for gaining international payments which could help finance Brazil's efforts.

CONCLUSION:  The pace of Amazon deforestation is steadily increasing due to more  intensive  occupation  and  large-scale  commercial  exploitation. If present  trends  continue,  Brazil will remain a significant contributor to global warming through CO2 emissions resulting from forest conversion.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Daily News – 19 January 2005

In the headlines:

• 
Evil of Holocaust still threatens world, Annan says ahead of special UN Assembly session

• 
UN launches plans for global early warning system on natural disasters
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Evil of Holocaust still threatens world, Annan says ahead of special UN Assembly session 

19 January - The evil that killed 6 million Jews and others in the Nazi death camps 60 years ago still threatens the world, and the global community must ensure that such horror never occurs again, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today ahead of next week's special session of the General Assembly to commemorate the camps' liberation. 

Monday's meeting will have profound significance for the United Nations for several reasons, "first because the founding of this organization was a direct response to the Holocaust," he told a news briefing. "Our charter and the words 'untold sorrow' were written as the world was learning the full horror of the death camps. 

"Second, it is essential for all of us to remember, reflect on and learn from what happened 60 years ago. The evil that destroyed the 6 million Jews and others in those camps is one that still threatens all of us today. It is not something we can consign to the distant past and forget about it. 

"Every generation must be on its guard to make sure that such a thing never happens again," he added, stressing the need for succeeding generations to carry forward the work of remembrance death camp survivors dwindle in number. 

The special session marking the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps is the first event of its kind that the General Assembly has ever held and has so far received support from 138 of its 191 Members States. The resolution calling for it was sponsored by Australia, Canada, Israel, New Zealand, Russia, the United States and the European Union. 

Mr. Annan said the "solemn and highly significant occasion" should be seen as "an expression of our commitment" to build a United Nations that can respond quickly and effectively to genocide and other serious violations of human rights. 

"Of course, that work is still far from complete," he added. 

Israel's Ambassador to the United Nations, Dan Gillerman, stressed that he was acting as a representative not just of Israel or the Jewish people but also of the 6 million Jews and the many others who were "slaughtered in the Holocaust and the horrible dark days" of World War II. 

"We truly believe that Monday will be a very historic and solemn occasion and we believe it is a very important day not just for Israel, not just for the Jewish people, but also for the United Nations and for the world," he added. 

He expressed the hope that it would "make sure that people remember and never forget and it will make sure that those horrible atrocities never ever happen again anywhere in the world." 

The General Assembly President, Foreign Minister Jean Ping of Gabon, stressed that this is the first time the body is holding a commemorative special session. "I think that it will give us an opportunity. It is because it's our duty to remember and to say it loudly, 'Never Again!'" he said. 

"I hope also that it will give us the opportunity to renew our commitment to the objectives and the principles of the United Nations Charter and also to renew our commitment to human rights in general." 

In conjunction with the session, two exhibits are being held at UN Headquarters in New York. One is called "Auschwitz - the depth of the Abyss," and is a collection of photographs and paintings from the Auschwitz and Majdanek camps. 

The other, called "Afterwards, it's just a part of you," is an exhibit of photographs taken by youth groups who have visited what remains of the death camps. It also includes their written recollection of their visits and talks with survivors. 

UN launches plans for global early warning system on natural disasters 

19 January - The United Nations today launched comprehensive plans for a global early warning system to reduce the deadly toll of natural hazards, combining speedy transmission of data with training of populations at risk in a strategy that experts say could have saved scores of thousands of lives in the recent Indian Ocean tsunami. 

“This new programme will help bring safety, security and peace of mind,” the Director of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), Sálvano Briceno, told the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) in Kobe, Japan. “Millions of people worldwide owe their lives and livelihoods to effective early warnings systems.” 

The International Early Warning Programme (IEWP), first proposed at the Second International Conference on Early Warning two years ago in Bonn, Germany, will improve resilience to all types of natural hazards ranging from droughts, wildfires and floods through typhoons, hurricanes and landslides to volcanic eruptions and tsunamis. 

But it rose to the top of the disaster relief agenda with the 26 December tsunami, which left at least 165,000 people dead, more than half a million more injured and up to 5 million others in need of basic services and at risk of deadly epidemics in a dozen Indian Ocean countries from giant waves that in many cases took hours to reach vulnerable areas. 

Had a tsunami early warning system that now exists only for the volcano- and earthquake-prone Pacific Rim also been operational in the Indian Ocean, the human toll might only have been a fraction of what it was since tremor and tidal gauges, fast data transfer and alarm mechanisms and training in the danger zones would have provided ample time for hundreds of thousands of people to flee to higher ground. 

The IEWP brings together various UN organizations including the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), ISDR, the German Disaster Reduction Committee and other bodies. 

“An effective warning system can exist only through regional cooperation that respects the principle of open, free and unrestricted exchange of observational data and ensures the establishment of an effective response plan that is activated when warnings are issued,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said, stressing the need for wider information flow and the importance of community education for disaster preparedness. 

Effective early warning systems have been widely recognized as worthwhile and necessary investments and, coupled with humanitarian aid and better preparedness, have slashed the number of people dying from famine, saving 2 million lives over the last 20 years. 

In 2004, millions of people in the Americas and Asia were evacuated when tropical storms struck, undoubtedly saving thousands of lives. 

“It is increasingly clear that we need a multi-hazard early warning system that should represent a new way of thinking and ensures that environmental stability factors based on local wisdom and knowledge are built into disaster plans,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

The WFP has already developed the HEWSweb – Humanitarian Early Warning Service – bringing together under one web platform the vast amount of information available from technical institutions on each type of natural hazards. 

“One third of more than 100 million people whom WFP assists are those affected by natural hazards,” WFP Executive Director James T. Morris said. 

WMO Secretary-General Michel Jarraud noted that about 90 per cent of all natural disasters are of meteorological or hydrological origin. “WMO aims to halve the number of deaths due to water-related disasters over the next 15 years by improving alerting systems for weather and water events through risk assessment, hazard detection, awareness raising and education about disaster prevention of communities at risk,” he told the conference. 

Addressing the need for training in potential disaster zones, UN Volunteers (UNV) Executive Coordinator Ad de Raad set forth a series of proposals to strengthen preparedness and response efforts, including legislation to encourage formation of volunteer organizations, involving them in the development of early warning systems and providing people with incentives such as tax exemption and special leave to volunteer. 

UN agencies look to longer-term rehabilitation after Indian Ocean tsunami 

19 January - With emergency relief now reaching nearly all affected communities in the Indonesian province of Aceh, the area most ravaged by last month’s Indian Ocean tsunami, United Nations agencies are looking to mitigate the longer term impact of a disaster that killed at least 165,000 in a dozen countries and deprived up to 5 million more of basic services. 

From trade to employment to the environment, experts are drafting plans for longer-term rehabilitation. 

“The humanitarian response by the international community, under United Nations leadership, needs to be matched by a coherent, comprehensive and longer-term package of policy measures and actions to support and revive economic activity in the affected countries,” the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) says. 

It is calling for a temporary provision of duty-free treatment to imports from the affected countries and an immediate suspension or termination of all special trade-restraining measures, such as anti-dumping actions, against products originating in these countries, such as seafood and processed agricultural products. 

It is also recommending the relaxation of market access for service providers of the affected countries, so as to help generate additional foreign exchange, and special measures to revive the tourism industry and infrastructure. 

The International Labour Organization (ILO) today urged that employment-intensive job creation strategies be integrated into the humanitarian and reconstruction response, noting that the tsunami destroyed the livelihoods of an estimated 1 million people in Indonesia and Sri Lanka alone. 

Pledging to coordinate its effort with wider government and multilateral efforts, the ILO said its response is based on the recognized need for early planning and action aimed at generating employment and new forms of earning a livelihood. 

“Employment is core at all stages of disaster management and response. It is an immediate as well as a development need, thus requiring that job creation be an integral part of both humanitarian and reconstruction response,” it added. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) stressed Indonesia’s need for long-term partners in rebuilding the lives of those affected. 

“Emergency relief supplies are still critical for hundreds of thousands of people, but we must start looking for what comes next,” said WFP Regional Director for Asia, Anthony Banbury, who is on a three-day mission to Indonesia. “While the trauma of this natural disaster will last for generations, the quickest way to bring about an air of ‘normalcy’ is to make sure children return to school, hospitals are rebuilt, roads are re-opened, and people have enough to eat.” 

For its part, the World Health Organization (WHO) also stressed the longer-term dimensions, while noting that during the early phase of the crisis its priorities were to provide technical support to countries in urgent efforts to prevent communicable, particularly of water-borne, diseases. 

At a meeting of its Regional Office for Southeast Asia (SEARO), the agency highlighted its work with partners at country level on planning for reconstruction and rehabilitation needs. 

Also looking ahead to what would normally be a "happy event," the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) estimates there are currently nearly 15,000 pregnant women among the displaced population in Aceh, with more than 800 of them expecting this month. 

If they do not get medical supplies and care "this can cause life-threatening danger to both mother and child," said Melania Hidayat, an expert working with UNFPA. "Tetanus and infections are two of the most common consequences of lack of access to proper natal care. There is also a high risk of haemorrhage and maternal death." 

Addressing the ecological impact of the disaster, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said environmental issues must be at the centre of all development activity. 

“Beyond the immediate concerns of threat to human health and livelihoods, there is increasing evidence of serious impacts on the natural environment, such as damage to coral reefs and protective forests in a number of countries,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the told the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) in Kobe, Japan. 

“At this stage, it is necessary to carefully assess the situation in a scientific manner. Beyond this we must look at the necessary responses and also learn lessons from this terrible tragedy.” 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said rehabilitation of severely affected mangroves would help speed up the recovery process from the tsunami, but it cautioned that large-scale planting should be undertaken with caution so as not to replace other valuable ecosystems, such as turtle nesting grounds and sea grass beds. 

In New York the General Assembly also looked further ahead today, adopting a resolution expressing concern over the medium- and long-term social, economic and environmental impacts on affected States. 

The resolution, adopted after a two-day plenary session devoted to the disaster that heard from representatives of the affected countries, "emphasizes the need for the international community to maintain its focus beyond the present emergency relief, in order to sustain the political will to support the medium- and long-term rehabilitation, reconstruction and risk reduction efforts led by the Governments of the affected countries at all levels." 

Security Council counter-terrorism meeting in Kazakhstan to shine light on terror hotspots 

19 January - The Security Council's Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) meeting later this month in Kazakhstan will allow the United Nations to expand the global anti-terror network, especially in an area haunted by terrorist activity, the Permanent Representative of Russia, who chairs the committee, and the committee's Executive Director said today. 

Kazakhstan was chosen for the CTC's fourth meeting, to be held from 26 to 28 January, because it is a member of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and "quite a number of CIS countries, including Russia, which is currently chair of the CIS, are victims of terrorist attacks," Russian Ambassador Andrey Denisov told a news conference at UN Headquarters in New York. 

With Afghanistan as a neighbour, Central Asia was one of the areas where "terrorism has deep roots," he said, "and it is very important to streamline the activities of the Central Asian countries and to focus attention on this part of the world in order to increase the global counter-terrorism capacity." 

Dozens of international organizations and UN Member States had expressed a wish to take part and Kazakhstan had had a great deal of experience in staging large conferences, he said. 

The Executive Director of the Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate (CTED), UN Assistant Secretary-General Javier Rupérez, said the location of the meeting would permit those attending to take a close look at an area that is full of promise, but also full of problems springing out of terrorism. 

In a separate statement, he said the more than 70 organizations attending "have vast experience and established networks and many of them fund technical assistance programmes that can help poorer nations bring their laws into harmony with international conventions and resolutions against terrorism." 

Many countries had the will but not the capacity to secure their borders and financial systems against terrorist intrusions, or to share vital information with their neighbours. "The challenge before us is to establish coherent policies and share the best practices and resources to win" the counter-terrorism fight, Mr. Rupérez said. 

The meeting's two-day agenda will include stopping money laundering, regulation of formal and informal money transfers, the activities of charities, freezing and seizing illicit assets, cooperation over financial intelligence, as well as port security, border monitoring, preventing illegal trafficking in arms and hazardous materials and the safe international and legal transit of people and goods. 

Mr. Denisov said the next stage of the CTC's work, after reading country reports and assessing technical and judicial needs, would be to provide UN Member States with assistance in improving their ability to take steps against counter-terrorism. 

In addition, the Russian Federation will step down from the chairmanship at the end of March and be succeeded by Denmark, he added. 

The new chair would be Danish Ambassador Ellen Margrethe Løj, with Algeria, Brazil and Greece elected as vice-chairs, he said. 

The previous CTC meetings were held on 6 March 2003 at UN Headquarters, on 7 October 2003 in Washington, DC, and on 11 and 12 March 2004 in Vienna, Austria. 

Annan promises to seek help for West Africa as it strengthens its security sector 

19 January - Calling the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) one of the most advanced sub-regional groups in the developing world, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said it has strengthened its capacity for conflict management and prevention, but faces daunting security and economic challenges. 

"As we look ahead, it will be essential to focus attention on reform of the security sector. I am encouraging development partners to explore how they can assist ECOWAS in this area, which is one that many have traditionally shied away from," he said in a message to the ECOWAS summit in Accra, Ghana, read by his Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah. 

Despite the efforts of many African Governments, some leaders in Côte d'Ivoire had been unwilling to make compromises for peace, hurting West Africa politically and economically, Mr. Annan said. 

"The situations in Guinea-Bissau and Liberia also warrant sustained attention, especially reform of the security sector and the reintegration of former combatants into society," he said. 

"Locusts have damaged harvests; youth unemployment shows no sign of abating; rural exodus and massive urbanization continue; rates of HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases are still alarming; endless roadblocks, as well as lawlessness in certain border zones, all undermine development and contribute to insecurity." 

On the other hand, free and fair elections in Ghana and Niger recently had provided democratic models for other African countries, fewer people had been killed in fighting in the past 12 months than in 2003 and ECOWAS was deepening its trilateral partnership with the European Union (EU) and the UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA), he said. 

"I hope you will also continue the fight against corruption and impunity, and to consult more systematically with civil society organizations, including religious leaders, women's groups and the private sector," Mr. Annan said. 

UN envoy holds talks on deployment of peace-support mission in southern Sudan 

19 January - The United Nations envoy for Sudan is heading to neighbouring Ethiopia for talks with the African Union after wrapping up a two-day visit to southern Sudan where he discussed with former rebels the continuing preparations for the deployment of a future UN peace support mission there. 

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Sudan, held talks in Rumbek, the provisional capital of southern Sudan, with senior officials from the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A). He also met UN Country Team staff who are already deployed in the south. 

Earlier this month the SPLM/A and the Sudanese Government formally signed an agreement to end the civil war that has left more than two million people dead and displaced nearly four million others since it began in 1983. The deal includes provisions on power-sharing, some autonomy for the south and more equitable distribution of economic resources, including oil. 

The UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) reported today that Mr. Pronk has travelled to Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian capital, for further discussions with African Union (AU) officials about increasing cooperation between the two organizations. He is then set to return to Rumbek to meet John Garang, the head of the SPLM/A. 

Elsewhere, UNAMIS reported that the general security situation in Sudan's three Darfur provinces - where a separate civil conflict has raged since early 2003 - has been relatively calm in the past two weeks. But cases of banditry and general lawlessness remain quite frequent. 

Help needed for Congolese refugees in Uganda, UN agency says 
19 January - Thousands of refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have returned to their North Kivu villages from Uganda, but urgent help is needed for the 3,000 who remain near Lake Edward, as well as for thousands of refugees from the DRC's Ituri province, according to the United Nations refugee agency. 

The 3,000 North Kivu people camping at Ishasha need food, water, sanitation and a secure location further inside Uganda, spokesman Ron Redmond of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) told a news conference in Geneva. 

"Our main concern there is for the security of the refugees," he said. "Ishasha is only three kilometres away from the border along an unmanned border post. We have requested that the Uganda authorities set up police and army posts near the site to protect the refugees." 

More than 10,000 had arrived last week from the DRC's North Kivu province because of fighting between the Mayi-Mayi militia and another so far unidentified rebel group and more than 7,000 of them had returned home, he said. 

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) had told UNHCR it could provide food for the Ishasha refugees, but only if they moved to a more permanent camp called Kyaka II (pronounced Tchaka), where 8,000 Congolese refugees live and which can house 10,000 more. Meanwhile, the local Ishasha authorities had exhausted their food supplies. 

Between 5,000 and 7,000 Congolese had fled Ituri across Lake Albert late last week because of fighting between Hema militia from a faction of the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC-L) and the Lendu people's Nationalist and Integrationist Front (FNI). They arrived in Nkondo in Uganda's Hoima District, south of Ishasha, and were unwilling to move to Kyaka II. 

"The majority of them are women and children, who are reluctant to leave the border area until their husbands and fathers arrive," Mr. Redmond said. "This is a source of concern to us, since there are serious health risks for the refugees in staying where they are." 

At the end of last week there were 20,000 new Congolese refugees in western Uganda, according to UNHCR. 

UN refugee agency voices concern over Japan’s deportation of Turkish Kurds 

19 January - The United Nations refugee agency has voiced its deep concern at Japan’s “unprecedented” decision to deport a Turkish Kurd and his adult son to Turkey even though they had been recognized as refugees, after the agency had warned the move would breach international law. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said in a letter sent Tuesday to the Japanese Justice Ministry such a move was an act of “refoulement” – or the forcible return of a person to a territory where their life or freedom is threatened – which is prohibited under international refugee law. 

The move “contrasts with Japan’s humanitarian assistance towards refugees and disaster victims abroad,” UNHCR said in a subsequent statement issued from its headquarters in Geneva. 

The man and his 20-year-old were deported after exhausting all legal avenues to stay in Japan. UNHCR had recognized the two as refugees and is now examining how it can re-settle them in a third country. The man’s wife and his three other children are now also facing the threat of deportation from Japan. 

UNHCR said it was especially disturbed given that in the past Japan has tried to seek what it called “durable solutions” for refugees in similar circumstances, such as local integration or third-country re-settlement. 

UN teams up with European Commission to fight drug trafficking, crime and terror 

19 January - In a joint move against the threats of drugs, organized crime and terrorism, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has teamed up with the European Commission (EC) to fight the three-fold scourge on a wide front, ranging from the Balkans and Central Asia to Latin America and Africa. 

“Without a doubt, the greatest single threat today to global development, democracy and peace is transnational organized crime and the drug trafficking monopoly that keeps this sinister enterprise rolling,” UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa said yesterday in Brussels, Belgium, of the joint commitment with the EC. 

He called it a “clear recognition of the links between drugs, organized crime and terrorism, and our shared responsibility to combat this immediate, three-dimensional threat.” 

The agreement reflects a renewed determination to increase common efforts and provide joint financing for projects aimed at preventing and controlling drug addiction, production and trafficking – problems both organizations agree must be viewed in the larger context of organized crime, especially in developing countries. 

“Organized crime continues to rely on billions of narco-dollars to fund a host of heinous enterprises – from child trafficking to prostitution to arms smuggling, and wholesale efforts to sabotage legal institutions and democratic governments across the world via invasive, systemic corruption,” Mr. Costa said. 

Global trade liberalization talks could reap benefits for developing States – UN study 

19 January - Exports from developing countries could increase by as much as $175 billion if current international talks on liberalizing trade in industrial products are successful, according to a study released by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

But these potentially massive gains will only be realized if the eventual global agreement is development-centred and allows poorer nations to reduce short-term costs such as the loss of tariff revenues and a reduction in real wages. 

The study, released yesterday at the start of a two-day UNCTAD meeting in Geneva, examined the possible effects of a global agreement as a result of the current round of trade liberalization talks sponsored by the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

It paints a mixed picture for developing countries, with long-term gains offset by structural adjustment problems in the short-term, particularly as poorer nations reduce the often large tariffs they place on imports. Many of these States depend on tariff revenues for a large part of their government funding. 

The study said the motor vehicle, electronic and non-ferrous metal sector were at greatest risk of job losses if trade in industrial products is liberalized. 

But it added that in the long run there could be large employment increases in developing nations in such industries as textiles and apparel if an agreement is signed, as well as potentially massive gains to those countries' gross domestic product (GDP). 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good morning.

**Liberation
We’re starting the briefing half an hour early because in just a short while the Secretary-General, the President of the General Assembly and the Permanent Representative of Israel, Ambassador Dan Gillerman, will make some remarks at the Security Council stakeout previewing next Monday’s General Assembly special session marking the sixtieth anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps.

The Secretary-General and the President will be joined by the permanent representatives of the countries which sponsored the resolution, namely, Israel, Australia, Canada, Russia, New Zealand, the United States and Luxembourg, on behalf of the European Union.

The special session will get under way at 10 a.m. on Monday.  As of yesterday, 148 countries had written in support of the event.  And that number, I think, is on the rise.

In conjunction with the special session, there are two exhibits in the public entrance of the Building.  One is called “Auschwitz -– the depth of the Abyss”, which is a collection of photographs and paintings from the Auschwitz and Majdanek camps.

The other is called “Afterwards, it’s just a part of you” and it is an exhibit of photographs taken by youth groups who have visited what remains of the death camps.  It also includes their written recollection of their visits and talks with survivors. 

Our DPI colleagues will have a press release this afternoon.

**Tsunami Update
Turning to the relief efforts for the tsunami survivors, U.N. agencies are continuing their relief efforts in tsunami-affected countries, with the loss of survivors’ livelihoods becoming an increasingly important issue.

According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO), some 600,000 people in the hardest-hit regions of Indonesia may have lost their sole source of income.  And Sri Lanka’s total number of unemployed may have temporarily risen by 55 per cent or more.  The ILO has, therefore, called for job creation strategies to be integrated into the humanitarian response.  The strategies’ main elements would include:  the reconstruction of employment-intensive infrastructure, social finance schemes, and employment-friendly investments. 

Meanwhile, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today that rehabilitation of severely affected mangroves would help speed up the recovery process.  Mangroves contribute directly to rural livelihoods by providing timber, poles, fuel and thatch, as well as spawning grounds and nutrients for fish and shellfish.  We have all these press releases with more details upstairs.

**Kobe Conference Update
In Kobe, Japan, today, UN experts decided to create a global early-warning system to reduce the impact of natural hazards on vulnerable communities.

Launched on the second day of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, the new International Early Warning Programme will bring together a host of organizations, rely on a wide information flow, and emphasize the importance of community education about disaster preparedness.

Working with the Early Warning Programme will be the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), which is calling for greater integration of environmental issues into disaster preparedness and response, and the World Food Programme (WFP), which says that one of its beneficiaries are victims of natural disasters.

There are press releases on these subjects, as well.

**Security Council
And here at UN Headquarters, there are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council wrapped up an open meeting on the work of the Counter-Terrorism Committee by issuing an urgent call to States to report to the Committee on their national efforts to defeat terrorism.  The Council, in a presidential statement, noted that 75 Member States had not yet reported to the Committee on these efforts.

The Chair of that Committee, Russian Ambassador Andrey Denisov, and the head of the Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate, Javier Ruperez, will brief you here in this room at 12:45 today about the Counter-Terrorism special meeting that will be taking place in Almaty, Kazakhstan, from 26 to 28 January.

**Sudan
Turning to Sudan, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Jan Pronk, today completed a two-day trip to Rumbek, the provisional capital of southern Sudan. 

Pronk met with the senior staff of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement and Army (SPLM/A) to discuss the future peace support mission and the continuing preparations for its deployment.  He also discussed the same issues with the UN country team staff who are deployed in the south. 

Pronk is planning to return to Rumbek at the end of this week to meet with Dr. John Garang, the Movement’s head. 

The Special Representative has now gone to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where he will discuss current and future cooperation between the United Nations and the African Union once the full peace support mission has been deployed.

The overall security situation in Darfur has been relatively calm over the past two weeks, reports the UN Mission in Kharthoum.  Cases of general lawlessness and banditry in the states, however, remain quite frequent.

**ECOWAS
The Secretary-General said that West Africa continues to face daunting challenges, with the situation in Côte d’Ivoire remaining very tense, as some actors there have been unwilling to make the necessary compromises for peace.

In a message to the summit meeting of the Economic Community of West African States, known as ECOWAS, which is taking place in Accra, Ghana, today, the Secretary-General adds that the situations in Liberia and Guinea-Bissau also warrant sustained attention, especially reform of the security sector and the reintegration of former combatants.  We have copies of that message upstairs.

**UNHCR/DRC/Uganda
And finally, further to yesterday’s mention of refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo escaping from the eastern DRC, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees today says it has begun providing emergency aid to them.

A UNHCR team has met with local authorities to set up a plan of action, and another team is preparing the logistics of transferring refugees away from the border to a settlement.

At the end of last week, there were about 20,000 new refugees in western Uganda.

And that’s all I have for you.  I have nothing on press briefings or press conferences for tomorrow.  So, that should give you a break.

The Secretary-General, as I mentioned, will be at the stakeout in a few minutes.

Are there any questions for me?

Yes, Mark, and then Fox, and then Richard.

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Does the UN retain the confidence that the technical preparations for elections in Iraq remain on track sufficient?

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes.  The Secretary-General, as you know, addressed that question a short while ago on Monday, when he walked in, and our position hasn’t changed then.  

Yes?

Question:   The Justice Department mentioned yesterday, when they were talking about Samir Vincent, that he met with UN officials (inaudible).  Who was that official?  And also at the time, which was, I guess 1996, who would have been the key players at the UN working on the “oil-for-food” programme?

Associate Spokesperson:  You asked pretty specific questions about this event yesterday.  Mr. Samir’s activities, as relating to the oil-for-food programme as you know, are being examined by the independent enquiry led by Mr. Volcker.  And so, we cannot comment, therefore, on the specifics of this case while the inquiry is going on.

Question:   But who would have been the key players working at the United Nations at that time?

Associate Spokesperson:  Well, that you would have to ask the oil-for-food programme.  But, as I said, as long as this case is being examined at the moment, we’d prefer not to go into specifics.  As for who was leading the programme; you know who was the head of the programme.  But other than that, we would have to look into that for you. 

Question:   In 1996, Benon Sevan is not appointed yet, though.  At least my understanding of his biography.  So, in 1996 who is in charge of the formulation and who would be in the driving seat and in terms of decisions and planning and processing? 

Associate Spokesperson:  I’d like to look into that specifically for you, because before it became the oil-for-food programme, there was a humanitarian aid programme for Iraq administered by one of the departments here.  But I would like to double check that before I get back to you on that.  [She later announced that Gultiero Fulcheri of Italy succeeded Mohammed Zejjari of Algeria as the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq, according to the timeline available on the Oil-for-Food website.  And she noted that, at that time, the Oil-for-Food Programme was administered by the UN’s Department of Political Affairs and the Department of Humanitarian Affairs (the predecessor of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.]

Question:   May I just ask one more question; the big thing on that?

Associate Spokesperson:  Sure.

Question:   Boutros Boutros-Ghali presumably is one of the people around then.  Am I right in assuming that?  And so was Kofi Annan part of the planning of the programme itself?.  Are those two...(Interrupted)?

Associate Spokesperson:  Well, the Secretary-General at the time was Boutros Boutros-Ghali.

Question:   And Kofi Annan at the time was doing what exactly?

Associate Spokesperson:  He was in 1996 the head of the Peacekeeping Department.

Question:   Marie?

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes?

Question:   Yesterday, your Office said that they were looking into it, and Paul Volcker (inaudible) talk to Mr. Vincent.  So, Marie why can’t the UN at least come up with a bit of a paper trail on who met with Iraqi officials in ’95/’96?  I mean, we know the Security Council was involved in trying to get the oil-for-food programme under way.  I think the UN, and in future we’re (inaudible) to hear about more transparency, like files be opened.  I mean, why can’t... has a decision been made in the UN not to cooperate or give any information out to the media about staffing or past historical events relating to this story?

Associate Spokesperson:  I think if there are factual questions that can be answered, we will be answering them.  I think in terms of the aspects of the enquiry that Mr. Volcker is looking into, we’re not commenting at the time.  But if it’s factual questions, yes.  I mean, that’s why I will look into that for you.  I just don’t want to identify the department before I double check.

Yes?

Question:   In terms of access to documents in this new era of transparency and openness that we’re promised, senior officials have to file declarations of potential conflicts of interest and what their relations with companies, all the rest is.  Are those publicly available?

Associate Spokesperson:  I am not quite sure what you are referring to.

Question:   Well, when senior officials get appointed, they do need to file some kind of statement as to any potential conflicts of interest or other such issues.  It’s very standard procedure in governments and administrations around the planet, and the UN is no exception.  Are those filings of statements publicly available and can you make them available?

Associate Spokesperson:  I’m going to look into that for you.  I am not familiar with those documents.  Yes?  [She later told the correspondent that the United Nations required senior officials to file financial disclosure forms, which are confidential.]

Question:   Is there a policy on UN officials meeting with private citizens and whether they have to be registered with any government or with the UN to identify themselves as representing a government?  What is the policy regarding meeting with private citizens through maybe lobbying or maybe giving some kind of compensation on behalf of a government?  Should any UN official be meeting with them?  What is the policy of the Organization? 

Associate Spokesperson:  We’d have to look into the staff rules on that for you.  [She later told the correspondent that all staff members sign a written declaration, which, among other things, says they will not seek or accept instructions from any government or other source external to the United Nations.]

If there are no other questions, have a good afternoon and the Secretary-General and the General Assembly President and the other permanent representatives will join together for a press event at noon at the Security Council stakeout microphone.
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Xinhua - UN cites Japan as example of disaster preparedness


PANA - UNEP lauds MDGs report on global poverty


Reuters - UNEP urges early warning systems for manmade disasters


Xinhua - UNEP warns of environmental impact by tsunami


ENS - UN: Ending Poverty, Environmental Restoration Within Reach


ENS - Global Tsunami Warning System Needed, Governments Agree


Noticias.info - EARTHQUAKE: UN Seeks Unified, Global Tsunami System


Reuters - Experts Eye Warning System For All Disasters


Washington Times - U.N. offers disaster early warning plan


Yubanet - UN launches plans for global early warning system on natural disasters


Korea Herald - [ANN]'Go green' when repairing wave damage


UN Observer - GLOBAL EARLY WARNING SYSTEM LAUNCHED AT U.N. CONFERENCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION


IPS - Ships Dump Tonnes of Waste in Turquoise Waters


The Sun + Star - Of water and diseases


Islam online - Ringing Telephones Warn of Tsunamis	


Mail and Guardian - A tsunami for West Africa?


Reuters - Expert wisdom: A collection of quotes on disasters


M2 Presswire - UN: UNEP Executive Director calls for greater integration of environmental issues in disaster preparedness, response; Environmental impact of tsunami could be high, he tells conference


M2 Presswire - UN: Environment's critical role in defeating poverty, disease, hunger outlined in UN Millennium Project report


PANA - UNEP LAUDS MDGS REPORT ON GLOBAL POVERTY
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